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AFRICA. 
No. Date. 
1859 
1. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury .| Mar. 4 
(No. 6) 
2 ‘ -.| Mar. 4 
(No. 7) 
3. re --| Mar. 5 
(No. 8) 
4. ” --| Mar. 6 
(No. 9) 
5. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell | Apr. 23 
(No. 6) 
6. ” ” ee Apr 23 
(No. 7) 
7. ” ” oe Apr .23 
(No. 8) 
8. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury .| Mar. 19 
(No. 10) 
9. » Mar. 22 
(No. 1) 
10. ” .| Apr. 5 
(No. 12) 
11. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell | May 9 
. (No. 9) 
12. ” ” +. May 19 
, (No. 10) 
,, 18. ” ” --| May 21 
(No. 11) 
14, ” May 23° 
(No. 12) ' 
15. Acting Consul Lodder tothe Earl of Malmes- | May 2 
bury (No. 1) 
16. ” » May 7 
(No. 6) 
17. The Earl of Malmesbury to Acting Consul | June 16 
Lodder (No. 13) 
18. Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Leider «-|July 5 
(No. 1) 
19. me Consul Lodder to the Earl of Malmes- | May 26 
No. 2 
“20, Lord J. "Russell to Acting Consul Loder” ? -| Aug. 16 
(No. 2) 
21. ” Aug. 19 
22, Kae Consul Lodder to the Earl of Mahe July) 1 
bury “No. 8) 
23, ” .4) July 5 
24. Acting Conul Lodder to Lord J. ee | Aug. °1 
(No. va 
25. ” Aug. 4 
(No. 6) 
26. Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul wage -+| Sept. 28 
lo. 4) 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


Receipt. 
1859 


Apr. 


Apr. 
Apr. 


Apr. 


o © 


(Consular)—Bight of Benin. 


Sussecr. 


Visit to Eginie with Her Majesty's 
ship “Brune” and “ Rainbow,” 
and interviews with Kosoko’s 
Chiefs .. 

French agents urged Kosoko to 


furnish cargo of slaves for emigrant — 


ship “ Dahomey” . 

Mr. Williams's mission to Jaboo. 
The King's determination to put 
Mn ss palm oil trade : 
Correspondence with Chiefs of 
Abbeokuta 

Her Majesty’s ship “ Brune” will be 
retained on Lagos lagoons 

Approving his despatches . 


Slave Trade information .. 
Respecting Seftor Baeta of Whydah 


Efforts of merchants to obtain free 
transit of ,palm oil through the 
territory of King of Jaboo. = 

King of Porto Novo has remon- 
strated against obstructions made 
by him in free trade of palm oil . 

What measures can he s t re- 
_ specting King of Jaboo’s refusal 
Piro to palm oil : 
Approving remonstrance with King 
oF Porto Novo respecting palm 
oil trade .. 

Memorandum respecting ‘suspected 
slavers .. 

Inclosing draft of Treaty respecting 


magisterial authority 
Answer to No. 5 respecting sus- 
ted slavers .. oy 
rt. Mc Crosky’s visit to Jaboo *. 
Suspected slavers .. ee 
Ditto +e =e ie 


Acknowledging despatch of April 23, 
respecting. suspected slavers .. 


Suspected slavers .. . we 


ee ee at ae 


Receipt of No. 11 .. 2. .e 
Answer to No. 9,.respecting transit 


| _of palm oil through Jaboo bisa 
Reesipt of No. 13. +s 

Corres; with Alake of Abbeo- 
sepa carriers . from 
yy nce vis 
ly to No. 4. 4. roving steps. 
Scalia of ae! for theft is 

very severe ee ee oo 








Page 


ono aon Tn 


lv 


No. 
27. Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder 


27a. Mr. Hammond to Consul Brand 


28. Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell 


29. Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder 


30. 
31. 


3la. Consul Brand to Mr. Hammond 


32. 
33. 
34. 
35, 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41 
42. 
43. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand 


” »” 


Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell .. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand 


” ” 


” » 


( 
Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell .. 


” ” 


- Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand 


” ” 


Lord Wodehouse to Consul Brand 


. Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand 


” os 
” ” 


» » 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell 


” ” 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand 


” ” 
” ” 
” ”» 
” ” 


LIST OF PAPERS, 
Date. | Receipt. 
Prange 185 
oe t. 23 oe 
(No. 5) 
(Separate) 
Aug. 26 | Oct. 13 
(No. 7) 
. | Oct. 18 
No. 6 
¢ ) Oct. 18 
(No. 7) 
-.| Oct. 21 
(No. 8) 
+-| Oct. 22 | Oct. 25 
3% .-| Nov. 3 ee 
(No. 9) 
we ..| Nov. 11 
(No. 10) 
Oct. 5] Nov. 11 
(No. 8) 
a Nov. 22 
No. 11 
cr ) Dec. 5 
(No. 12) 
sf -+| Dec. 5 
No. 18) 
..| Nov. 2| Dec. 14 
(No. 30) 
.«| Nov. 3] Dec. 14 
(No. 31) 
..| Nov. 9] Dec. 14 
(No. 32) 
ae ..| Dec. 15 
No, 14 
@ » Dec. 20 és 
(No. 15) 
a .. | Dec. 22 . 
(No. 16) 
1860 
és c|aem 2 es 
No. 1 
4 , Jan. 23 is 
(No, 2) 
ee ..| Jan. 28 < 
No. 3 
4 ) Jan. 31 ee 
(No. 4) | 1859 1860 
3a .. | Dec. 20] Feb. 13 
(No. 10) 
1s ..| Dec. 23 | Feb. 13 
(No. 11) 
os -.| Dec. 24] Feb. 13 
(No. 12) 
aa ..| Dec. 30| Feb. 13 
(No. 13) 
«» ° «| Dec. 31] Feb. 13 
(No. 14) 
i .-| Dec. 31] Feb. 13 
(No. 15) 
+» | ««| Dec. 31'| Feb. 18 
(No, 18) 
ie -«| Dec. 31 | Feb. 13 
(No. 19) | 1860 
am -.| Feb. 15 os 
(No. 6) 
th y Feb. 20 as 
lo. 
& »+| Feb. 23 ‘e 
(No. 10) ‘ 
(No. 11 
ae a ae 


Susysecr. 


Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. os a ‘ee 
Copies of Lieutenant Glover’s No. é 

and Dr. Baikie’s No. 47. To 


make inquiries respecting British . 


subjects carrying on Slave Trade. 
Ackwonledging tes 1. Slave Trade 
information we oe a 
Memorandum respecting Slave 
Trade information 
Ditto ee 


Ditto 


Acknowledging letter of Septem- 
ber 30... «s 


Memorandum respecting Slave 
Trade information <i 
Ditto ‘ 


Receipt of Nos. 2and3 ., a 
Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. . Pn aa 
Copy of Mr. Crawford's No. 29, 
respecting the * Tallulah” as 
Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels ee ae es 

Trip to Eppe 


King Docemo and French 
“ Renaudin” a ses ve 

French gun-boat to be employed in 
Lagos river oe es es 

Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. oe ee 

Ditto on es 


ship 


Copy of Audit Office letter of No- 
vember 8, 1858, respecting Con- 
sul Campbell's bill for 2251. for 
King Kosoko's plate, &c. we 

Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels ., * 


Ditto 

Ditto si See 

Ditto ee 

Granting assports to Brazilian 
emigrant Henriquita’.. +e 


Correspondence with master of t! 
“David Cross” and Commander 
Bowden .. a oe oe 

Has communicated memorandum to 
Senior Officer of Bights . 

Lagos Benevolent Association and 
Abbeokuta Road-improving Com- 
mittee .., .. ve ve 

Agreement with sr Laareng re- 
spectin isterial authorit: 

Detrectin of twin children and 
their parents .. oe 

Form of certificate of freedom 


Observations on Slave Trade in the 
Bights of Benin in 1859 . ae 

Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. es ° ss 

Copy of Earl Cowley’s No. 2, re- 
specting M. i at 

Memorandum: respecting suspected 
vessels ., os 

Ditto 


Ditto oy on 


Vv 
No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
1860 1860 

62. Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell .. .-| Jan. 12] Mar. 13] Relative to debt due to master of 
(No. 1) “ David Cross” .. ai - 45 

63. * ” Mo -.| Jan. 18] Mar. 13 | Slaves redeemed and registered up 
(No. 2) to December 3], 1859 .. -. 46 
64. Pe ns ..| Jan. 26 | Mar. 13 | Acknowledging despatch .. -. 48 

No. 3 

65. % Pe ( ) .| Jan. 30] Mar. 13 | Report respecting bill for 225/. for 
(No. 4) ing Kosoko’s plate, &c. . oe 48 

66. + is ..| Feb. 7] Mar. 13] Attempt to set on fire Messrs. 
(No. 5) Novelli’s premises os -- 50 

67. ” » -.| Feb. 8] Mar. 13 | Lieutenant Glover's charges against 

(No. 6) messenger and clerk as slave- 
holders a aio +. 56 

68. Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand... -.| Mar. 17 Instructions relative to wording of 

(No. 18) passport. Approving No. 11 re- 
specting Henriquita ep +. 58 

69. ” ” +0 ++ | Mar. 17 Approving No. 11, cting debt 
(No. 14) to master of “ David Cross” 59 

70. ie A - «.| Mar. 17 7% Approving suggestion to Com- 

(No. 15) mander Bowden to communicate 

with United States’ Commander of 
“Sumpter” ws $x -. 59 

71. » ” .: -. | Mar. 17 To support Lagos Benevolent Asso- 
(No. 16) ciation a sn -. 59 

72. ” ” es --| Mar. 17 Draft _of arrangement with Chief 

(No. 17) of Lagos respecting abolishing 

practice of destroying twin 
children .. as = +. 60 

73. ” ” ee ..| Mar. 17 Memorandum respecting suspected 
(No. 18) vessels 5 np -. 60 

74. ” ” as -.| Mar. 22 Redeemed slaves. Approving con- 
(No. 20) duct oe se ote «. 60 

75. » ” ae -. | Mar. 27 oe Memorandum respecting suspected 
(No. 21) vessels a ae - 61 

AFRICA. (Consuiar)— Bight of Biafra. 
1859 1859 

76. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmes- | Feb. 24 Apr. 8] Umballa market open: to palm oil 
bury (No. 1) trade ‘ ar oe +» 62 

77. rr rs | Feb. 24] Apr. 8] Remonstrance with Ki Amacree 
(No. 2) for stoppage of palm-oil trade .. 62 

78. * -+| Feb. 24] Apr. 8 | Correspondence relating to capture 
(No. 3) of the “ Juliet” , = +. 63 

79. re i -.| Feb. 28| Apr. 8] Two Sierra Leone men sent back 
(No. 4) to that place from Old Calabar . 64 
80. ” (ni \ -| Feb. 28) Apr. 8| Receipt of Slave Trade papers 64 

0. 5 7 

81. mr :+| Feb. 28] Apr. 8| Receipt of No. 2 respecting “ Ar. 

(No. 6) dennes,” “Enterprise,” and 
“ Mianus” slavers xs ‘64 

82. The Earl of Malmesbury to Censul Hutchin- Apr. 23 Approving remonstrance with King 
son ~ (No. 5) ig gs P macree 4 edt 64 

83. ‘ * +. | Apr. provin; o, 4 respecting Sierra 
(No. 6) tome os Re ~~ = 65 
84. » (N -.| Apr. 23 oe Respecting suspected vessels 65 

0. 7) 
85. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of 5 Mar. 2|May 9 | Death of King Eyo Honesty 65 
(No. 7) ~ 

86. S ..| Mar. 2/May 9]| Death of Duke Ephraim, and claim 
(No. 8) of John Archibong to sovereignty 66 

87. ” » --| Mar. 4| May 9/|Emancipated girl taken from Old 

(No. 9) Calabar by a resident at Fernando 
Po. oe oe Pr 66 

88. ” » ..| Mar. 4 May 9/ Manumission of two slaves at Cala- 
‘ (No. 10) bar i e re 68 
89. " rs (nN } -| Mar. 4] May 9] Death of King Bonny Bell ~. 69 

o. 11 

90. » ” -+| Mar. 21] May 9] Cannot arbitrdte between super- 

(No. 12) 3 ae and Chiefs at Old Cala- 
r om ae ee ee 70 

91. * » .-| Mar. 28|May 9] Acknowledging No. 8 respecting 
(No. 13) |, suspected slavers . oe +. 74 
92. ” ” -.| Mar. 28] May 9| Account of arbitration Outbreak . 
2 (No. 14) at Bonny... ie os +. 74 


LIST OF PAPERS, 





LIST OF PAPERS. 


-No. Date. 
1859 
93. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchin- | May 19 
son (No. 8) 
94. Pe May 19 
(No. 9) 
95. ‘% May 21 
(No. 10) 
96. ” ..| May 21 
(No. 11) 
97. » ” ..| May 21 
(No. 12) 
98. Pr e ..| May 21 
(No. 18) 
99. Pe = -.| May 21 
(No. 14) 
100. ' May 23 
(Wo, . 15) 
10!. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmes- | Apr. 27 
bury (No. 15) 
102. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchin- | June 16 
son (No. 16) 
103. ee se ..| June 17 
(No. 17) 
104. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson -.' July 5 
No. |) 
105. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of itech May 28 
bury (No. 16) 
106. - e ..| May 28 
(No. 17) 
107. Fe Fr ..| May 28 
re 18) 
108. “ June 4 
"(No. 19) 
109. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson -.| July 23 
(No. 2) 
110. » .. | Aug. 2 
(No. 3) 
111, Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmes- | June 20 
bury (No. 20) 
112. ” ” ..| June 21 
“ (No. 21) 
113. 5 ‘ «| June 23 
(No. 22) 
114. ” » -.| June 29 
(No. 23) 
115. ” ” -»| June 29 
(No. 24) 
115*. ” ” -.| June 29 
(No. 25) 
116. ” ” -»| June 29 
(No. 26) 
117 ” ” --| June 29 
(No. 27) 
118. » ” -»| June 29 
(No. 28) 
119. ” ” +» | June 29 
(No. 29) 
120. ” , -.| June 29 
(No. 30) 
121. Lord J. Hapoel to Consul Hutchinson _..| Aug. 16 
(No. 4) 
122. » ” Aug. 19 
(No. 5) 7” 
123. %” ” oe Aug. 22 
No. 6) 
124, Consul Hutchinson to the ‘Earl of Malmes- | July 21 
bury (No. 31) 


Receipt. 
1859 


June 


July 
July 
July 
July 


Aug. 9 


Aug. 9 


Aug. 


Aug. 


Aug. 


oo Oo 8b 6&6 & 6&6 © 


Sept. 15 


Sussecr. 


Approving proceedings respecting 
emancipated wis from Old Cala- 
bar 


Emancipation papers for three per- 
sons of Presbyterian Mission 

Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. . 

A roving conduct respecting young 

yo’s — sacrifices at his 

father’ s funeral 

Approving recognition of John 
Archibong 3 

Approving delay in 

nny Bell 

Approving steps taken to “allay dif. 
ferences of Bonny Chiefs ste 

Inclosing draft of Treaty inated 
magisterial authority 

Receipt of No. 4 respecting sus- 
pected slavers a 

Memorandum respecting ‘suspected 
slavers 

Disapproving conduct respecting 
detention of Archibong, a native 
trader, by Mr. Hearn .. 

Extract of Mr. Crawford’s No. 14, 
respecting suspected slavers 

Acknowledging No. 5, cenpaing 
King Amacree 

Acknowledging No. 6, respecting 
Sierra Leone men 

Acknowledging No. 7, respecting 
suspected slavers . : 

State of affairs in Bonny river... 


recognising 


Approving No. 19, respecting King 
Pepple, and his proposed return 
to Bonny river 

Copy of inclosure in Admiralty 
letter of July 23, respecting slaves 
taken to Fernando Po under 
English flag =. 

Reasons why the “ “Santa Teresa” 
was borrowed from the Govern- 
ment of Fernando Po for convey- 
ance to Lagos .. 

Letter to Commodore Wise respect- 
ing advisability of a man-of-war 
steamer being stationed at Lagos. 

Thanks of supercargoes in Bonny 
river to Captain Sanderson for 
suppressing civil war there 

Acknowledging No. 9, respecting 
emancipation papers + 

Acknowledging No. 8, respecting 
slave girl .« 

Acknowledging No. 10, respecting 
suspected slavers . am 

Acknowledging No. 11, respecting 
King Eyo . 

Acknowledging No. 12, respecting 
_ oe _ < 

Acknow o. 13, respecting 
King Bal in Gamecoes . 

Acknowledging No. 14, respecting 
feudal differences at Bonny ‘ 

re No. 15, respecting 
Order in Council . 

Memorandum sa tat ‘muspected 

slavers .. 


Cannot have a war steamer at Fer- 
nando Po . 

Disturbance at Josse Town, Came- 
roons. Loss of life 


86 


87 


LIST OF PAPERS. vii 
No. Date. | Receipt. Sussect. Page 
1859 1859 
125. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmes- | July 23 | Sept. 15 | Bonny Bell sacrifices three men to 
bury (No. 32) the memory of his father. Spanish 
steamer requested to fire on King 
e Acqua’s town .. 94 
126. * as -«| July 25 | Sept. 15 | ‘Thanks to Governor of ‘Fernando 
(No. 33) Po for sending steamer to seal 
roons 101 
127. » % --| July 25 | Sept.15 | Asks reimbursement of 32. paid | as 
(No. 34) compensation to friends of Kroo- 
man killed at Cameroons . -. 102 
128. ” July 27 | Sept. 15 | Acknowledging No. 16 respecting 
“(We. 35) suspected slavers . ‘ 102 
129. » July 27 | Sept. 15 ieel to No. 17, respecting Mr. 
” (No. 36) earn and Archibong .. 102 
130. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson ..| Sept. 23 Reply to No. 31. What would be 
(No. 7) the effect of the sentence on the 
women ? . 103 
131. ”» ” Sept. 23 Reply to No. 32. " Caution against 
(No. 8) indiscriminate firing on a town .. 103 
132. ” ” Sept. 23 Reply to No. 33. To abide by 
(No. 9) instructions sent to him in No. 17, 
es a Mr. Hearn and Archi- 
104 
133. a Pa .. | Sept. 23 on y = Tnclosurein ‘Mr. Buchanan's 8 
(No. 10) o. 16. Governor of Fernando 
Po not to give up refugee negro 
siaves ‘ 104 
134. ” » -+| Sept. 23 ‘ Memorandum respecting ‘suspected 
(No. 11) slavers .. 104 
135. » ” .. | Sept. 23 Reply to No. 34. "May charge 3/. 
(No. 12) for indemnification of Krooman 
killed 104 
136. » ” --| Sept. 28 . Copy of No. 20 to Mr. Buchanan 
(No. 13) respecting measures to be taken 
by Spanish Government to stop 
slavery at Fernando * + 105 
137. Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell -.| Aug. 28] Oct. 13] Acknowledging No. 1, respecting 
(No. 37) Slave Trade information . 105 
138. ” ” .- | Aug. 28 | Oct. 13| Acknowledging No. 2, respecting 
(No. 38) Bonny river. Ex-King Pepple . 105 
139. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson ++| Oct. 18] .. Memorandum i ae _— 
(No. 14) Trade information 105 
140. re me +»| Oct. 18 Ditto es as vs 106 
(No. 15) 
141. » % «+| Oct. 21 Ditto es <n - 106 
(No. 16) 
142. » ” Oct. 24 . To recognise Archibong II -. 106 
(No. 17) « 
143. ”» ” Nov. 3 és Memorandum _rerpectin pire 
(No. 18) Trade information 4 107 
144, ” ” Nov. 11 -_ Suspected slavers 107 
(No. 19) 
145. Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell -»| Sept. 28 | Nov. 11] Receipt of No. 3, respecting transfer 
(No. 39) of slaves from mainland to Fer- 
nando Po . 107 
146. » «| Sept. 28] Nov. 11] Receipt of No. 4. Memorandum 
(No. 40) respecting slavers . 108 
147. ” -+| Sept. 28 | Nov. 11 | Receipt of No. 5. Ditto . .. 108 
(No. 41) 
148, ” Sept. 28 | Nov. 11] Receipt of No. 6, respecting man- 
(No. 42) of-war for Consulate .. 108 
149. Lord J. Russell to Consul — +e| Nov. 22 r Memorandum: respecting Slave 
No. 20) Trade information 109 
150. ” Dec. 5 . Copy of Mr. Crawford's No. 29, 
(No. 21) respecting “ Tallulah” -. 109 
151. ” ” (ni a +|Dec. 5 oe Memorandum respecting slavers - 109 
0. ) 
152, Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell —_.. | Oct. 28| Dec. 14] Acknowledging No.7. Two women 
(No. 43) _ fine to the Chief of Josse 
“s -. 109 
153. ” ” --| Oct. 28] Dec. 14 Acknowle ing No. 8, resgecting 
(No. 44) firing on Chief Acqua’s Town .. 110 
154. ” ” ++| Oct. 28] Dec. 14 os No. 9, respecting 
(No. 45) Mr. Hearn and Archibong 110 
155. ”» ” - | Oct. 28] Dec. 14 "Seeepecn Royal order relative ‘to 
(No. 46) yo ade refuge 
in Fetando Po... +. 110 
156. ” --| Oct. 28} Dec. 14| Acknowledging No. 11. " Memo- 
(No. 47) randum .. oe ee eo ULI 


Vill 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. Date. 
1859 
157. Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell ¢ 
(No. 48) 
158, Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson -| Dec. 15 
(No. 23) 
159. ‘5 $n -.| Dec. 20 
(No. 24) 
160. Lord Wodehouse to Consul Hutchinson | Dec. 23 
(No. 25) 
161. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson «.| Dec. 28 
(No. 26) | 1860 
162. Pm PY .+| Jan. 2 
(No. 1) | 1859 
163. Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell ..] Nov. 28 
(No. 49) 
164, on is -.| Nov. 29 
(No. 50) 
165. - ra .«| Nov. 29 
(No. 51) 
166, » » .«| Nov. 29 
(No. 52) 
167. os a --| Nov. 29 
(No. 53) | 1860 
168. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson -.| Jan. 23 
(No. 2) 
169. ” +. | Jan. 23 
(No. 3) 
170. Pa a ..| Jan. 28 
(No. 4) 
171. 9 ss ..| Jan. 31 
(No. 5) | 1859 
173. Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell ..| Dec, 29 
(No. 55) 
174. a “5 . | Dec. 29 
(No. 56) 
175. * ..| Dec. 29 
(No. 57) 
176. » ..| Dec. 22 
(No. 58) | 1860 
177. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson «| Feb, 15 
(No. 7) 
178. ” ” ..| Feb. 23 
(No. 8) 
179, s (N sy * 
oO. 
180. » > ..| Mar. 1 
(No. 10) 
181. ™ ‘ ts ..| Mar. 5 
(No. 11) 
182. Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell ..| Jan. 25 
(No. 1) 
183. ts Pa --| Jan. 25 
(No. 2) 
184, ” ” -.| Jan. 28 
(No. 3) 
185. Pe ia .-| Jan. 28 
(No. 4) 
186. ra ” --| Jan, 28 
(No. 5) 
187. » » --| Jan. 28 
(No. 6) 
188. s i --| Jan. 28 
(No. 7) 
189. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson «+| Mar, 21 
(No. 12) 
190. o -- | Mar. 23 
(No. 13) 
191. 2” .. | Mar. 24 
(No. 14) 
192. a Mar. 27 


(No. 15) 


Receipt. 
1859 


-| Oct. 28] Dec. 14 


Mar. 13 


Mar. 13 
Mar. 13 
Mar. 13 
Mar. 13 
Mar. 13 
Mar. 13 





Susyect. Page 
Acknowledging No. 12. 31, for 
asi | ° ar se ve 111 
Memorandum respecting slavers . 111 
Ditto 111 


To report steps respecting consent 


of Chiefs to magisterial authority. 111 
Memorandum respecting slavers . 112 
Ditto we es 112 


Complaint made by some natives of 
Gold Coast for being kidnapped 


by a French man-of-war . ew 112 
Acknowledging No. 13. Slavery 

at Fernando Po .. 56 -. 118 
Acknowledging No. 14. Memo- 

randum respecting slavers ee 118 
Acknowledging No. 15. Ditto .. 113 
Acknowledging No. 16. Ditto .. 113 
Memorandum respecting slavers .. 114 


To furnish observations respecting 
Mr. Hazeley’s complaint a 
Memorandum respecting slavers 


114 

123 

Ditto 123 

Acknowledging No. 18, respecting 
slavers .. 


os is +. 123 
Acknowledging No. 19. Ditto 


123 
Acknowledging No. 20. Ditto .. 124 


Ill-treatment of Kroomen on board 


of “ Rhoderick Dhu” -. 124 
Memorandum respecting slavers .. 124 
Ditto ee 124 
Case of “ Rhoderick Dhu” 125 
Memorandum respecting slavers .. 125 
Ditto 125 


Reasons for not recognising John 
Archibong as Chief of Duke 
Town .. ee “0 +» 125 

King Eyo of Creek Town. Present 


state of “ comey” 129 


Acknowledging memorandum +. 130 
Ditto ae 130 
Ditto ee + 130 
Ditto oe “s ae +» 130 
Result of Treaties made in connec- 

tion with Order in Council 131 
Memorandum respecting slavers .. 131 


Instructions respecting King Eyo of 
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Mr. Stuart to the Earl of eS -.| May 31] July 4] Further respecting Senhor Pa- 
(No. 6) ranhos’  Relatorio,” relating to. 
Slave Trade + .- 142 
* % --| July 9] Aug. 4] Acknowledging No. 3 142 
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(No. 4) mination of Brazilian Government 
to prevent revival of Slave Trade, 154 
BRAZIL. (Consular)—Bahia. 
| 1859 1859 
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(No. 29) Duke of Malakoff ae the 
“ Phoenix” 174 
251. ” ” ..| May 14 Copy of despatch from Consul 
(No. 30) Lawless respecting ‘“ Dahomed,” 
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specting scheme for procuring 
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1859 1859 
292. Captain Rigby to Lord J. Russell ..| Sept. 1| Oct. 25 | Slave Trade carried on, on East 
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1860 ledge of the Portuguese . 209 
293. Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Lord J. ager Nov. 21| Feb. 9] Respecting French proceedings in 
No. 4) Muscat .. +. 210 
294. $s .-| Nov. 28| Feb. 9 a conduct ‘of French Con- 
(No. 5) ea . 212 
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296. ” aa os ..| Apr. 30} May 3/ Forwarding petition from Anti- 
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297. Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier ; ..| Oct. 22) .. Copies of notes from and to Baron 
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of slavery in Netherland India. 
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298. ” ”» ie .. | Oct. 28 Copies of notes from and to Baron 
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. (No. 2) respecting British sae holding 
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| slave-holders in Surinam . +» 224 
304, ” ” ve «.| Feb. 25 .. | Copies of correspondence with Con- 
(No. 5) sul Munro relative to the imprison- 
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320. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| Apr. 26| May 4/| Relative to appointment of Mr. Ga- 
(No. 27) briel and Sir H. Huntley “.. 240 
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the above . wT . Be 
Has addressed a note respecting 
Slave Trade at Quilimane ae 
Report of Commander Oldfield re- 
specting Slave Trade in Portu- 
guese Africa. oe oe 


Xv 


Page 


243 
244 
245 


245 
245 


246 
246 


246 


247 
247 


248 


248 


254 


255 


Xvi LIST OF PAPERS. 





No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecrt. Page 
1859 1859 
359. Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell .. Nov. 25| Dec. 4] Slave Trade proceedings have been 
(No. 23) referred to Minister of Marine . 267 
360. es ra &s --| Dec. 5] Dec. 14| Note to Duke of Terceira respecting 
(No. 24) Slave Trade from Angoxa .. 268 
361. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard “ --| Dec. 16 te Instruction respecting lores +. 268 
(No. 39) 
362. ‘a + ae ..| Dec. 17 5 Portuguese eraseatings in Congo 
(No. 40) Rink : 269 
363. Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell : «+| Dec. 10 | Dec. 22 uiries vill be made respecting 
; (No. 25) oo Trade proceedings on East 
: Coast of Africa .. 269 
364. % ” as ..| Dec. 14} Dec. 22 | Governor of Cape Delegads will be 
(No. 26) dismissed . ais -. 270 
365. Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis .. , Dec. 22 ip Portuguese movements at Loanda . 271 
(No. 1 
366. Pe ‘ F ..| Dec. 29 a Correspondence with Count Lavra- 
(No. 2) dio respecting German Colony 
1860 near Zambezi river ° 271 
367. Sir A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell .. «+| Dec. 30} Jan. 14 | Question of the return of Flores 
(No. 1) ‘has been referred to the Minister 
1860 of the Interior .. 271 
368. Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis .. -.| Jan. 30 my Further perpecting Flores? return 
(No. 1) to Loanda.. as ae 272 
369. Sir A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell. _| Jan. 24] Feb. 2| Duke of Terceira’s ; reply respecting 
(No. 2) Judge Menezes being a guest of 
Flores at Loanda. . ; 272 
370. Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis .. ..| Feb. 6 - Relative to the appointment ‘of 
(No. 3) Mr. Brown as Vice-Consul at 
Loanda .. «» 273 
371. is a -+| Feb. 11 ku Proposing Slave Trade Congress . 273 
No. 4) 
372. Sir A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell i --| Feb, 24] Mar. 3/ Recognition by Portuguese Govern- 
(No. 3) ment of Mr. Brown as Vice-Consul 
at Loanda . ; 274 
873. Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis  . ..| Mar. 6 se To communicate views of Her Ma- 
(No. 5) jesty's Government respecting the 
“ Barboleta,” captured by “ Viper” 275 
374. ie ‘6 es .. | Mar. 13 ua Instructions relative to Portuguese 
(No. 6) slave proceedings . 277 
375. Sir A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell .. ..| Mar. 14] Mar. 22 Portuguese Minister in London will 
(No. 4) be instructed to attend Slave 
Trade Conference ae ++ 277 


PORTUGAL. (Consular)— Angola. 


1859 
376. Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell .. +. | Oct. 


1859 
Oct. 4] Correspondence with Governor of 
Angola respecting moving ones 
from Loanda to Ambriz . 278 





PORTUGAL. (Consular)—Azores. 


1859 
Dec. 8 


1859 
Dec. 30| United States’ ship “ Wanderer” is 
engaged in Slave Trade under 
name of “ William” .. -. 279 


377. Consul Vines to Lord J. Russell 
(No. 1) 








PORTUGAL. (Consular)—Cape de Verds. 


1859 1859 
Nov. 23 | Dec. 17| Suspicious vessel under Spanish 


378. Consul Miller to Lord J. Russell 
colours .. =e we .. 282 








(No. 1) 


PORTUGAL. (Consular)—Quilimane. 


1859 1859 


ivi helb ..| Aug. 9] Dec. 20 s of expedition. Calls atten- 
379. Dr. Livingstone to the Earl of Shelburne ug Pare nage ape. © pati 
grants from sigh ats Govern- 

ment és . ee 283 





No. 

380. 
381. 
382. 
383. 
384. 


385. 


386. 
387. 
388. 


389. 


390. 


391. 


392, 


393. 


394. 


395. 
396. 


397. 


398. 


399. 


400. 


401. 


402. 


403. 


404. 
405. 
406. 
407. 


408. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


SPAIN. 
Date. 
1859 

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of say -.| Apr. 7 
(No. 3) 

” ” ..| Apr. 23 
(No. 5) 

” Ld ” -.| Apr. 25 
(No. 6) 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. ae -| May 13 
0. 3) 

” ” +. May 13 
(No. 6) 

” -.| May 13 
(No. 7) 

” . May 16 
(No. 8) 

” ” +. May 22 
(No. 9) 

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| May 21 
(No. 7) 

” »” +. May 21 
(No. 8) 

”» ” . on May 21 
(No. 9. Coufidential) 

”» oe May 25 
(No. 10) 

” ..| May 28 
(No. 11) 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan .| June 7 
(No. 10) 

7 is ..| June 10 
(No. 11) 

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury .| June 3 
(No. 12) 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan .| June 16 
(No. 12) 

” Pe ..| June 17 
(No. 13) 

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| June 17 
(No. 248) 

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell .. --| June 25 
(No. 14) 

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan -«| July 31 
(No. 14) 

” +s -»| Aug. 11 
" (No. 15) 

»” ” oe . Aug. 20 
(No. 16) 

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell .. -.| Aug. 24 
(No. 16) 

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan .. ++| Sept. 10 
(No. 17) 

=" ” es -+| Sept. 10 
(No. 18) 

” ” . +e Sept. 10 
(No. 19) 

” ” “* o- Sept. 26 
(No, 20) 

” ” o. oe Sept. 27 
(No. 21) 


Receipt. 
1859 
Apr. 13 


Apr. 29 
Apr. 29 


May 26 
May 26 


May 26 


May 30 


June 8 


June 12 


June 22 


July 2 


Aug. 30 


xvii 


Susyecr. Page 


Barque stranded off Humacao, with 
800 slaves sie oe +. 284 
Scheme of free emigration to Cuba 
by Cuban Cotton Company +. 284 
Reply to No. 3, respecting “ Mayjes- 
tic 


Respecting ™ Majestic” 7” +. 287 


To communicate to Spanish Govern- 
ment death of Seftor Zugasti, Com- 
missioner at Sierra Leone -- 287 

To remonstrate with Spanish Go- 
vernment on increase of Cuban 


Slave Trade ea 3 .. 288 
Slavers sailed from Havana for 

Africa... ats oe +. 289 
Abduction of Africans landed from 

“ Majestic” 26 289 


Has reported to the Spanish Go- 
vernment the death of Seiior 
Zugasti .. ‘a te .. 289 

Has made a communication to 
Spanish Government respecting 
negroes from “ Majestic” -. 290 

Relative to ‘« Majestic.” Confiden- 
tialinformation respecting efficiency 
of the blockade of the coast of 
Cuba ee pe +. 291 

Conversation with Sefior Calderon 
Collantes respecting great develop- 
ment of Cuban Slave Trade .. 291 

Article X of Slave Trade Treaty 
should be inserted in Spanish 
Customs Regulations .. «- 295 

Copy of despatch of May 12 from 
Consul Hunt, respecting “ Ma- 
jestic” =. st ee oe 

Death of Sefior Sanguirico. No 
Spanish Representative in the 

ixed Court at Sierra Leone .. 296 

Copy of further note respecting 
“ Mayestic” os es * 

Correspondence with M. de Isturiz 
Yespecting claim of Messrs. Vidal 
y, Rivas for loss of “ Fernando 

) 


Slave Trade information. Copies 
of despatches from Cuba . ie 
Has communicated death of Seiior 

Sanguirico to the Spanish Govern- 
ment os ee ee .. 803 
M. Manuel de Zea Bermudez has 
been appointed Spanish Vice- 
Consul at Sierra Leone .. -. 303 
Two despatches from Consul Hunt 
respecting case of “ Majestic” .. 304 
Copies of despatches from Cuba 
respecting Slave Trade . -- 304 
To thank Spanish Government for 
their offer of man-of-war, in com- 
ape with the request of Consul 
utchinson ee vs .. 305 
Governor of Fernando Po has been 
instructed not to give up two 
refugee black slaves =... +» 805 
Capture of parties concerned in case 
of the “ Majestic” and “ Terrible” 306 
Landing of slaves at Sagua +. 306 


Slave Trade information from Cuba 306 


As to measures taken by Spanish 
Government to put an end to 
slavery at Fernando Po . -. 806 

Thanks for services of “Santa 
Teresa” .. is 5 -. 807 


c 


xviii 


No. 


409. 
410. 
411. 
412. 
413. 
414. 
415- 
416. 


417. 


418. 


419. 
420. 


421. 


422. 


423. 


424. 
425. 
426. 
427. 


428. 


429. 


430. 
431. 
432. 


433. 
(No. 4) 
434. Consul Brackenbury to the Earl of Malmes- 


435. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 





Date. | Receipt. Sussect. Page 
1859 1859 
Lord J, Russell to Mr. Buchanan cy sis Oct. 20 Capture of the “ Esperanza” .. 307 
0. 
” ” Oct. 20 se Rigby's Report on Slave 
(No. 23) rade on Boe Coast of Africa .. 307 
Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell Oct. 13] Oct. 22 Has thanked Spanish Government 
( No 18) for services of “ Santa Teresa” . 307 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. Oct. 28 |. Further report from Captain Rigby 308 
No. 24 
” ” - y .| Nov. 1 To remonstrate against countenance 
(No. 25) given to Slave Trade in Cuba .. 308 
” ” ne ..| Nov. 8 “Relative to Cuban Slave Trade. .. 309 
(No. 26) 
Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell .. --| Nov. 830] Dec. 9] Conversation with Sefior Collantes 
(No. 20) respecting abolition of Slave Trade 309 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan .. ..| Dec. 14 Copies of several despatches from 
(No. 27) Consul-Geneval Crawford respect- 
ing Cuban Slave Trade. Instruc- 
1860 1860 tions thereupon .. 312 
Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell .. Jan. 7| Jan. 14] Reasons alleged for abolition of 
(No. 1) cedulas in Cuba . - 812 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan .. Jan. 25 ‘Copies of despatches from Cuba 
(No. 1) | Tespecting increase of Cub: Slave 
Trade $12 
7 35 Bk Jan. 26 Correspondence with M. de Isturiz 
(No. 2) se age: “Conchita” .. -- 313 
” Pa me .| Jan. 26 Relative roceedings against 
(No. 3) crews of Ma yestic’ and “ Ter- 
rtble” 318 
Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell .. Jan. 18| Jan. 27 Correspondence with Spanish Go- 
(No. 2) vernment on increase of Slave 
Trade on East Coast of Africa 
and Cuba . ° 318 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan .. e»| Jan. 27 To call attention to proceedings ‘of 
(No. 4) their officials at Santander in case 
of Primero Quijano” . 320 
” ” xe -.| Jan. 27 Despatches from Consul Young and 
(Separate and Secret) Vice-Consul March, relative to 
“ Primero Quijano”. 321 
” ” * ..| Feb. 8 Despatches from Cuba respecting 
(No. 6) Slave Trade 7 . 321 
ye =i ae ..| Feb. 11 Proposing Slave Trade Congress oak 
No. 7 
Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell ‘ , .| Feb. 6] Feb. 11] Copy of note to Sefior Collantes re- 
(No. 3) specting “ Primero Quijano” .. 322 
Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Buchanan ..| Mar. 5 Copies of despatches from Cuba re- 
0. 8) specting Slave Trade... 323 
Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell ..| Mar. 17 | Mar. 22| Captain-General of Cuba will be 
(No. 5) called upon for an explanation 
respecting vessels being fitted out 
u in Cuba for Slave Trade . +» 323 


SPAIN. (Consular)—Bilbao. 


Lord Wodehouse to Consul Young .. wie 
(No. 1) 


Consul Young to Lord John Russell 


(No. 2) 
(No. 1) 


1€59 
Nov. 17 


1859 
Capture of nameless schooner by 
Her Majesty's ship ‘ Conflict,” 
off African coast . . «» 325 
..| Nov. 23 | Nov. 28 | Acknowledging receipt. of the above 325 
No. 1 
‘ ) Dec. 19 | Dec. 24 | Staver captured by “Conflict” sailed 
1860 1860 from Santander .. 
Mar. 15 | Mar. 20] Receipt of Slave Trade Papers 


ee «. 325 
. 326 


SPAIN. (Consular)—Cadiz. 


Mr. Hammond to Consul Brackenbury 


bury 


1859 1859 . 
Apr. 9 To make inquiries respecting “ Ta- 
cony” 327 
Mar. 31 | Apr. 13 | Answer to "Slave “Trade ‘No. 2 of 
(No. 3) March 10 . .- 927 


Apr. 19] Apr. 27] Arrival and departure of the Ameri- 


(No. 4) can barque “ Tacony” +. 827 


No. 


436. 


437. 
438. 


439. 
440. 
441. 


442. 
443. 


444. 


445. 


446. 
447. 
448. 


449. 
450. 
451. 
452. 
453. 
454. 


455. 


456. 
457. 
458. 
459. 
460. 
461. 
462. 
463. 
464. 


465. 


406. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


Date. | Receipt. 


1859 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brackenbur -.| Dec. 9 
(No. 5) 


1860 


xix 
Susgsecr. 


Copy of Mr. Gabriel's No. 39. To 
inquire respecting slaver “ Rosa’ 328 


Page 





Consul Brackenbury to Lord J. not ; Dec. 31 | Feb. 28 | Answer to the above -. 328 
(No. 5 3 
” ” .-| Dec. 31] Feb. 28 | Despatches addressed to the Foreign 
(No. 6) Office during 1859 “a -- 328 
SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana. 
1859 1859 
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of | Feb. 25| Apr. 5| Receipt of Slave Trade Papers .. 329 
Malmesbury (No. 3) 
‘sy PS --| Mar. 4] Apr. 5 | Letter to Captain-General denounc- 
(No. 4) ing landing of slaves at Sagua .. 329 
” ma ..| Mar. 5| Apr. 5 | Letter to Captain-General denounc- 
(No. 5) ing another landing of slaves at 
Sagua.. re ‘re -. 330 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul-General Apr. 8 Cape Commissioners’ Report re- 
Crawford (No. 4) specting slaves for Cuba . .. 8380 
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of | Mar, 12 Apr. 11 | Captain-General’s answer to Mr. 
Malmesbury (No. 6) Crawford respecting landing of 
slaves aa *- -. 331 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul-General Apr. 28 Two brigantines, one said to be the 
Crawford (No. 5) “ Dorado,” caught by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ships “ Triton” and “ Sharp- 
shooter” .. = “* +. 331 
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Apr. 23 | May 16 | Sailing of the “ Rebecca,” “ Eloisa,” 
Malmesbury (No. 7) “ Grotton,” and * Lillie Mills,” 
| for Africa ie sis .. 332 
” ” --| May $| June 2/ Trade in Yucatan Indians for Cuba 332 
(No. 8) 
” ” - |May 6/ June 2} Consul Campbell's report of capture 
(No. 9) of “ Juliet” and “ Dorado” -- 8338 
” ” -+| May 20| Juue 16 | Correspondence with Captain-Gene- 
(No. 10) ral of Cuba respecting landing of 
3,000 slaves near Bayamo -. 333 
” ” ++! May 20| June 16 | Letter to Captain-General respecting 
(No. 11) landing of a cargo of slaves - 335 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford June 29 Capture of the schooner “ Regla” 
(No. 6) by Her Majesty's ship “ Triton”. 336 
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of | May 23| June 30| Receipt of Slave Trade No. 4 of 
Malmesbury (No. 12) April8 .. or -. 336 
” ” -+| May 23] June 30 | Receipt of Slave Trade No. 5 of 
(No. 13) | * Aprl28..  .. .. ee 886 
” ” --| June 9] June 80 | Landing of slaves from “J.J. Cobb.” 
(No. 14) Sailing of several slavers .. 336 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Earl June 29 Aug. 5 Correspondence respecting “« Ter- 
of Malmesbury (No. 15) rible,”’ from Puerto Rico for Cuba, 
with 76 Africans . ‘ .. 337 
” -+| July 6] Aug. 5 | Correspondence with Captain-Gene- 
(No. 16) ral respecting landing of slaves. 
Sailing of slavers . ie -. 339 
”» » -+| July 9] Aug. 5] Answer of Captain-General re- 
(No. 17) specting landing of slaves -. 340 
Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell Avs. 28} Aug. 23 | Announcing his approaching return 
(Separate) to Cuba. Asking for instructions 341 
” ” «| Aug. 23 | Aug. 23 | Leave for Consuls in Cuba during 
(Separate) sickly season =. c -. 341 
Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul-General Aug. 30 ine Capture of a slaver by Her Ma- 
Crawford (No. 1) : jesty's ship “ Antelope”. -. 342 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. | July 27| Aug. 31 | Receipt of Slave ‘rade No. 6, re- 
Russell (No. 18) specting capture of “‘ Regla” .. 342 
» --| Aug. 4] Aug. 31 | Correspondence respecting landing 
(No. 19) of slaves at Sagua -. 342 
: ” » -.| Aug. 6] Aug. 31 | Slave Trade information . +. 343 
(No. 20) 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford | Sept. 16 ee Respecting leave of absence during 
(Separate) sickly season. . sp -. 344 
” ..|Sept.16]  .. Brigantine, without colours or papers, 
(No. 7) — by Her Majesty's ship 
‘ “Viper .. ‘in ve $i 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Se pt. 5] Oct. 3 | Correspondence with Captain-Gene- 
Russell (No. 21) ral respecting landing of slaves in 
Cuba oe o. . -. 344 
” ” ++| Sept. 9| Oct, 3] Slave Trade information .. «. 846 
(No. 22) 


c Q 


OF PAPERS. 


XX LIST 
No. Date. 
; 1859 
467. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford | Oct. 27 
(No. 8) 
468. Pa «-| Oct. 31 
(No. 9) 
469. ” Oct. 31 
(No. 10) 
470. Consul-General Crawford to Lord x Russell | Oct. 3 
(No. 23) 
471. ee ” --| Oct. 3 
(No. 24) 
472. e $i -.| Oct. 8 
(No. 25) 
473. so is Oct. 8 
arate 
474. ” . Oct. 
” (No. 26) 
475. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford | Nov. 8 
(No. 11) 
476. 9 ” --| Nov. 15 
(No. 12. Confidential) 
477. os + -»| Nov. 30 
(No. 13) 
478. Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell | Oct. 27 
(No. £7) 
479. Pe ae --| Nov. 5 
(No. 28) 
480. ” Nov. 7 
(No. 29) 
481. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford | Dec. 9 
o. 14) 
482. Consul-General Crawford to Lord BS Russell | Nov. 11 
(No. 30) 
483. Pe 3 «+| Nov. 17 
(No. 31) 
484. » ” -.| Nov. 18 
(No. 32) 
485. a a ..| Nov. 19 
(No. 33) 
486. mn + .-| Nov, 21 
(No. 34) 
487. ” Nov. 23 
0. 35) 
488. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Coe, Dec. 21 
(No. 15 
489. Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell Nov. 26 
(No. 36) 
490. + ” -»| Nov. 26 
(No. 87) 
491. PA ”» -»| Nov. 26 
(No. 38) 
492, ” ” --| Dee. 3 
(No. 39) 
493. » es »-| Dee. 8 
(No. 40) 
494. ” ” --| Dec. 16 
(No. 41) 
495. ” ” oe Dec. 16 
(No. 42) 
496. ” Dec. 21 
(No. 43) | 1860 
497. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford Jan. 31 
(No. 1) 
498. » ” -.| Jan. 31 
No.2) | 1859 
499. Consul-General Crawford to Lord J Russell | Dec. 27 
(No. 44. Confidential) 
500. is oP . | Dec. 27 
(Separate) 
501. + = _— ..| Dec. 28 
(No. 45) 
502. ‘3 : Dec. 31 
"No. 46) | 1860 
504. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford | Feb. 6 


(No. 4) 


Receipt. 
1859 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 1 

Nov 

Dec. 2 
Dec. 2 
Dec. 2 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 14 

1860 

Jan. 2 
Jan, 2 
Jan. 2 
Jan. 2 
Jan. 2 
Jan. 14 
Jan. 14 
Jan. 14 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 1 


Receipt. 
Capture of “* Esperanza” 
Capture of schooner by “ Triton” . 
Recent captures 


ay of report of capture of slaver 
“ Antelope” . 
Begs tia,” “J. ‘i. Toone,” and 
“ ” slavers . 

Receipt of Slave Trade No. 7; re- 
specting report of capture of slaver 
by ** Viper” 

Receipt of despatch (Separate) r re- 
specting leave of absence we 


Respecting leave of absence 


Mr. Buchanan's conversation with 
Marshal Serrano on Cuban Slave 
Trade... 

Captures of slavers . 


Decree prohibiting tickets of pro- 
tection for slaves . 

Letters to Captain-General_ respect- 
ing landing of ten cargoes of slaves 

Sailing of American brig “ Tallu- 
lah,” &e. . 

Capture of the “ Esperanza” 


Captain-General’s answer respecting 
landing of slaves near Coloma. 

Correspondence with Captain-Ge- 
neral relative to American a 
«* William” ais 

Capture of slaver by Spanish man- 
of-war.. 

Letter to Captain-General respecting 
landing of slaves near Sagua 

Letter to Captain-General rempecting 
landing of slaves . 

Copy of General Concha’s answer 
respecting landing of slaves 

Brigantine “J. Harris” captured 
by “Spitfire”... 

Receipt of report of capture ‘of 
slaver by ‘ Pluto” Ps 

Receipt of report of capture “of 
slaver by ‘‘ Triton” oe 

Receipt of report of captures ‘of 
slavers  .. 

Correspondence with Captain-Ge- 
neral respecting landing of slaves. 

Landing of cargoes of slaves 


361 


Secret service sate for informants, 
&e. 

Captain-General’s answer respecting 
slave landings .. 

Outfit of slavers at Campeche 


Abolition of cedulas “se ve 
“ Tavernier” captured by “ Viper”. 


Receipt of despatch containing 
Mr. Buchanan's conversation with 
General Serrano on Cuban Slave 
Trade .. 

Leave of absence during sickly 
season 

Receipt of ‘report ‘of captures ‘of 
slavers . -. 369 

Report on Chinese Coolie Trade . 369 


368 
368 


Capture of “El Rosario” by 


“ Arrogant” a" si .. 3870 


LIST OF PAPERS. xxi 
No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
1860 1860 
505. Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell | Jan. 26} Feb. 22] Slave Trade information .. - 371 
(No. 1) 
506. * Fe ..| Jan. 27] Feb. 22} Receipt of report of capture of 
(No. 2) bed eranza’ . 371 
507. zs 7 1 , Feb. 8 | Feb. 28| Slave Trade information .. 372 
o. 3 
508. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Cnet Mar. 1 ar Capture of ‘‘ Dos Hermanos” . 372 
(No. 5) 
509. ” ..| Mar. 10 Capture of ‘ Pamphylia” by 
(No. 6) ‘“‘ Triton” . ei. «= 392 
509a. Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell | Feb. 20] Mar. 31| Prohibition of introduction of 
(No. 4) Asiatics .. 373 
510. 5 * ..| Feb. 24 | Mar. 31 | Receipt of report * of capture ‘of 
(No. 5) “J. Harris”. 373 
511. . Feb. 24| Mar. 31 | Abolition of cedulas. Receipt ‘of 
" (o. 6) Slave Trade No. 1 +. 373 
512. ” | Feb. 25 | Mar. 31 | Capture of “ Tavernier” . 374 
” (No. 7) 
513. Pa yy Mar. 3] Mar. 31 | Landing of slaves in Trinidad in 
(No. 8) November last. Result of investi- 
gation -. 374 
514. “” ’ -»| Mar. 5| Mar. 31 | Letter to Captain-General respecting 
(No. 9) landing of 600 Bozals_ .. .. 375 
SPAIN. (Consular)—Porto Rico. 
1859 1859 
515. Consul Hunt to the Earl of Silents -| Mar. 15| Apr. 8| Receipt of No.3 .. oe +. 376 
(No. 5) 
516. - a ..| Mar. 28] Apr. 24| Negrses captured from “ ee 
(No. 6) sold into slavery .. 376 
517. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hunt May 14 Approving his proceedings respecting 
(No. 6) “ Majestic” .. 378 
518. Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbur .| Apr. 18 | May 20 | Further information respecting 
(No. 7) Africans from “* Majestic” . 378 
B19. Pe ae .-| May 12| June 2] Request of the authorities to name 
(No. 8) informants in ‘* Mayestic’s” case . 380 
520. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul ae -+| June 7 Approving his refusal to give up his 
No. 7) informer's name .. +. 382 
521. Consul Hunt to the Earl of Stiiowtie: ..| June 26 | July 19] 76 negroes from ‘ Majestic” gone 
(No. 9) to Cuba in “* Terrible” . 382 
522. i -.| June 26 | July 19} British Vice-Consul at Naguabo, 
(No. 10) and the Humacao negro case... 384 - 
523. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hunt... -.|July 27}. Approving advice given to Vice- 
(No. 8) Consul Ick 386 
524, Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell... .. | Aug. 10 | Aug. 31] Persons who transported ‘Bozals in 
(No. i1) “ Terrible” apprehended -. 386 
525. - # a ..| Aug. 11 | Aug. 31 | Capture of “ Terrible,” with her 
(No. 12) crew . +. 387 
526. ” ” aa ..| Aug. 13 | Aug. 31 | Whether any further steps can be 
(No. 13) taken in case of “ “ee ‘6 
1860 negroes ., . 3887 
527. » * : ..| Dec. 23 | Jan. 19 | Result of proceedings against crews 
(No. 14) of “ Majestic” and “ Terrible” . 388 
SPAIN. (Consular)—Santander. 
1859 1859 
528. Vice-Consul March to Lord J. Russell .| Dec. 9] Dec. 15 | Description of slaver “ Santos” .. 389 
529. Vice-Consul March to Lord Wodehouse Dec. 13 | Dec. 19 | Suggestions respecting means of 
obtaining Slave Trade informa- 
tion os . 390 
SPAIN. (Consular)—Teneriffe. 
1859 1859 
530. Consul Murray to the Earl of Malmesbury y June 20| July 11 | Supposed slaver “‘ Delicias” . 391 


(No. 1 














XXil LIST OF PAPERS, 











TRIPOLI. 
No. Date. | Receipt. Sussect. Page 
1859 1859 

531. Major Herman to Lord J. Russell .. -.| Dec. 7 | Dec. 30} Reporting a late gross infraction of 

(No. 3) the Stave Trade prohibitory firman 393 
TURKEY. 
‘ 1859 1859 

532, The Earl of Malmesbury to Sir H. Bulwer .| Apr. 18 o% Relative to outrage on Mr. Barroni 
(No. 2) by Governor of Massowah .. 894 

533. Sir H. Bulwer to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| June 23| July 6 Vizirial letter to Pasha of Jeddah, 
(No. 1) respecting Red Sea Slave Trade . 394 

§83a. Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer .. +«| July 23 as Slave Trade in the Red Sea. To 

(No. 1) urge dismissal of Governor of 
Massowah 395 

5384. Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell .. .. | Aug. 16] Aug. 28 | Dismissal of Kaimakam of Mas- 
(No. 1) sowah 395 

535. is er & ..| Aug. 24] Sept. 2 | Kaimakam of Massowah summoned 

(No. 2) to Constantinople to answer for 
' his conduct wr 396 

536. re a5 ine ..| Nov. 9] Nov. 19 | Orders to Governors of Tripoli and 

(No. 3) Salonica for eee of Slave 
Trade... -. 396 

587. Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer .. Nov. 26 asa Remarks on measures taken by the 

(No. 2) Porte for the ss et of Slave 
Trade .. oa .. 397 


TURKEY. (Consular)—Abyssinia. 


1859 
Nov. 30 


1859 
538. Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury . Apr. 13 


(No. 3) 


Pasha of Jeddah recognises Slave 
Trade. Proclamation in Mas- 
sowah. King cannot put it down 398 











TURKEY. (Consular)—Egypt. 


1859 1859 
539. Acting Consul Calvert to Lord J. Russell ..| Sept. 12 | Sept. 27) Bishop Serra solicits protection of 
3 (No. 1) British Consul for embarkation of 
5 black children . 399 
540. Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Calvert ..| Nov. 16 - Bishop Serra has no right to British 
No. 1) protection . ‘ -. 400 


541. Acting Consul Calvert to Lord J. Russell ..| Dec. 5 | Dec. 15 | Acknowledging the above despatch . 401 
(No. 3) | 1860 1860 

542. Consul General Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell | Jan. 3 | Jan. 13 | Copy of note to Minister respecting 
(No. 1) Slave Trade on Egyptian frontier 401 

543. Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Colquhoun | Jan. 14 ase Approving the above note . -. 402 


0.1 
544. Consul General Colquhoun to Lord J. Ruaseel Jan. 9| Jan. 21] Note from Cherif Pasha respecting 
(No. 4) passage of slaves . is «. 402 


TURKEY (Consular)—Monastir. 











1859 | 1859 
545. Consul Longworth to the Earl of Malmes- | Mar. 31 | Apr. 23 | Slaves of Achmet Pasha accused of 
bury (No. 1) theft KE <s ss +» 403 
UNITED STATES, , 
1859 1859 
546. Lord Napier to the Earl of Malmesbury -.| Mar. 16} Apr. 4 | Has communicated Lord Malmes- 
(No. 15) bury’s speech to General om 
and forwards General Cass’s oe 7. 
547. The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons ..| Apr. 8] .. To propose alteration in Article VIII 
(No. 1) of Ashburton Treaty .. -» 410 
548. or e- .. | Apr. 21 dy To act with French Minister with 


(No. 2) respect to right of visit .. +. 410_ 


LIST OF PAPERS. 
No. Date. | Receipt. 
1859 1859 
549. The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons ..| May 5 
(No. 3) 
550. zs May 6 ei 
(No. 4) 
551. Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malenatins ..| Apr. 25 | May 10 
(No. 1) 
552. - Apr. 25 | May 10 
( No. 2, Confidential) 
553. The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons May 13 
(No. 5) 
554. Lord Lyons to the Earl of sey ..| Apr. 30] May 16 
o. 3) 
555. The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons ..| May 20 
(No. 6) 
556. Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| May 10] May 24 
(No. 4) 
557. The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons ..| May 25 
- : (No. 7) 
558. Lord Lyons to the Earl of aaa: ..| May 16] May 30 
0. 5) 
559. in * ..| May 16] May 30 
(No. 6) 
560. 9 si ..| May 23] June 4 
(No. 7) 
561. The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons June 10 
(Separate and Confidential), 
562. Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury .| May 28) June 12 
(No. 8) 
563. is - ..| June 6] June 20 
(No. 9) 
564. rc a -.| June 7 | June 20 
(No. 10) 
565. % fs ..| June 7] June 20 
(No. 11) 
566. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons - ..| June 23 
(No. 1) 
567. Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury __..| June 13] June 27 
(No. 12) 
568. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons ‘ --| July 1 
(No. 2) 
569. ” ee ae July 8 
(No. 3) 
570. “ *s se -. July 8 
(No. 4) 
571. ™ fa ae | July 15 
(No. 5) 
572. ”» ” ee -.| July 15 
(No. 6) 
573. o “ «- | July 15 
(No. 7) 
574. Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell oi July 5| July 16 
(Separate and Confidential) 
574a. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons .. --| July 22 : 
(No. 8) 
575. ” ” “s ..| July 11] July 25 
(No. 13. Confidential ) 
576. y $5 a3 --| July 29 
| (No. 9) 
577. ne 8 ix +.| July 29 
(No. 10) 





xxiii 


Supsecr. Page 
Correspondence with Mr. Dallas 
res cting “Lydia Gibbs” and 

ate Ellen” .. «+ 410 
Slave Trade carried on, on ” African 

coast, by American vessels 427 


Conversation with General Cass 
upon instructions for verification 
of fla F 

New Slave Trade Convention should 
. be avoided . 

Copy of despatch from Mr. Gabriel 


428 
429 


respecting “ Panchita” 429 
Reinforcements sent to United 
States’ African squadron . 429 
‘* Catherine” boarded by Her Ma- ; 
jesty’s ship ‘‘ Medusa” .. 430 
British and French notes to the 


United States’ Government on 
instructions as to right of visit . 
Report from Admiral Grey re- 
specting Slave Trade on African 


430 


coast .. 433 
Alteration in African squadron . 483 
Verification of nationality of mer- 

chant-vessels 434 


Note to General Cass respecting 
inadequacy of United States’ 
squadron on African coast ‘ 

Despatch, under flying-seal to Consul 
Archibald, relative to plan for remu- 
neration of Slave, Trade informer . 

Note to General Cass Bagectiny 
‘€ Panchita”™ 

Note from General Cass respecting 
escape of ‘‘ Panchita” 

Treasury circular respecting display 
of United States’ flag by merchant- 
men 

Alteration of United States’ squadron 
on African and Cuban coasts .. 440 

To thank General Cass for alteration 
of United States’ squadron on 
African and Cuban coasts 

Correspondence with United States’ 
Government respecting the board- 


437 


438 
438 
439 


440 


441 


ing of the “ Catarina” . 441 
To send copy of United States’ 
instructions to cruizers .. 442 


To urge on General Cass the neces- 
sity of immediately sending steamers 
to African coast, on account of 
abuse of United States’ flag . 442 
Amendment of Ashburton Treaty. 
Substitution of a smaller number 
of steamers and fewer guns. Con- 


vention will be prepared . 443 
American barque “J. J. Cobb” 
boarded by “ Viper” 443! 


United States’ ships “ Hazard” 
and “ Ardennes” boarded by 
“Pluto.” “ Ardennes” made over 
to United States’ commander of 
* Marion” 

“ Orion” boarded by | « Pluto” 


Hos forwarded to Consul Archibald 
the despatch respecting Slave 
Trade informer .. .. 444 
Boarding of “ Orion” by “ Triton” 444 


Conversation with General Cass on 
increase of United States’ squadron 
on African and Cuban coasts 

Boarding of “ Sampson” by ‘‘Vesu- 
vius” 

Boarding of “J. J. Cobb” by 
“Viper” .. ‘ e 


445 
446 
447 


xxiv 
No. 
578. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


579. Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell 


580. m . 
581. 7 si 
582. ‘ Fc 
583. . ” 


584. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


585. a - 
586. 4 si 
587. * 


588. Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell 
589. ” 


590. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


591. ” ” 
592. *» 3 
593. » ” 
594. ”» ” 
595. » ” 
596. ” ” 
597. ” ” 
598. ”» » 


599. Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell 


600. ” ” 
601. ” ” 
602. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


603. ”» » 
604. ” »” 
605. » ” 


606. Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell 


607, ” ” 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


(No. 11) 


(No. 14) 
(No. 15) 
(No. 16) 
(No. 17) 
(No. 18) 
(No. 12) 
(No. 13) 
(No. 14) 
(No. 15) 
(No. 19) 


(No. 20. Confidential) 


(No. 16) 
(No. 17) 
(No. 18) 
(No. 19) 
(No. 20) 


(No. 21) 
(No. 22) 
(No. 23) 
(No. 24) 
(No. 21) 
(No. 22) 
(No. 23) 
(No. 25) 
(No. 26) 
(No. 27) 
(No. 28) 
(No. 24) 


(No. 25) 


Date. 
1859 
July 29 


July 19 
July 21 
July 21 
July 25 
July 25 
Aug. 19 


Aug. 19 
Aug. 26 


Aug. 26 
Aug. 16 
Aug. 16 
Aug. 29 
Sept. 2 


Sept. 9 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 9 


-| Sept. 9 
| Sept. 9 


Sept. 16 


Sept. 23 


Receipt. 
1859 


Aug. 1 
Aug. 4 
Aug. 4 
Aug. 8 


Aug. 8 


Sept. 13 | Sept. 25 


Sept. 13 
Sept. 19 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 19 
Oct 19 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 11 


17 


Sept. 25 
Oct. 3 


Oct. 25 


Oct, 30 





Sussecr. Page 
Her Majesty's Government do not 
insist now upon a new Convention. 
Abuse of United States’ flag. 
Insufficiency of instructions to 
United States’ cruizers respecting 
definition of a slave cargo se 
Instructions issued to Commanders 
of United States’ squadron on 
African coast .. vs -» 448 
Reply of General Cass to joint 
invitation of English and French 
Government aaa ~ it 
Vessels for African and Cuban 
squadron will not be ready as soon 
as was expected .. a ss 
New United States’ squadron will 
be sent as soon as possible to the 
Coast of Africa .. : ae 
General Cass will not give a decided 
answer respecting amendment of 
Article VIII of Ashburton Treaty 
Views taken by Admiral Grey re- 
specting proceedings of Commander 
of “ Pluto” in case of “* Ardennes” 452 
Relative to Slave Trade in South 
Carolina .. oe es es 
To communicate to General Cass 
Admiral Grey's views respecting 
detention of “ Orion” by “Triton” 
Boarding of American  barque 
“ Louisa Kilham’”’ by ‘ Conflict” 
General Cass’s remarks respecting 
new Convention .. és ae 
General Cass denies landing in 
Florida .. 566 si ie 
«« Brownsville” visited by ‘* Pluto” 
in Congo river .. ee a 
Landing of 600 negroes at Smyrna 
in Florida. Despatch from Consul 
Tulin .. es oe +» 455 
Respecting “ J.J. Cobb” . - 455 


447 


449 
450 
451 


452 


452 


453 
453 
453 
454 
455 


Extract of Mr. Gabriel’s Slave 
Trade report for 1858 .. . 
Despatch from Mr. Gabriel res ting 
United States’ corvette ** Marion,” 
the United States’ vessel ‘ Ar- 
dennes,” “ Orion,” and “ Emma 
Lincoln” ste a A 
Return of “ Orton” to coast of 
Africa”. ae ss 
Correspondence with Mr. Dallas re- 

specting “ Orion” and “ Triton” 456 
Defective instructions to United 

States’ cruizers as to what consti- 

tutesaslaver .. ws -. 458 
Relative to “ Orion” and “ Triton” 458 


455 


456 
456 


Measures taken by United States’ 
Government for suppression of 
Slave Trade 3 sie - 

Has read to General Cass Sir F. 
Grey's report on “ Orion” case . 460 

General Cass’s observations on 
Lieutenant Burton’s proceedings . 460 

Relative to importation of negroes 
to United States . ee -. 460 

“ Isla de Cuba” visited .. +. 460 


“ Star of the East" boarded .. 461 
“ Memphis” and “ Ottawa” boarded 461 


458 


Has given to General Cass memo- 
sendin respecting defect in 
American law .. °5 +» 461 

Has delivered to Assistant Secre- 
-tary of State correspondence re- 


specting “* Orion” ee -» 462 


619. 
620. 
621. 


622. 


623. 
624. 


625. 


626. 


627. 
628. 


629. 
630. 
631. 


632. 


633. 


634. 


635. 
636. 
637. 


638, 


. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


” ” 


Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell 


” ” 


” ” 


(No. 29. 

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 
Lord Lyons to Lord J, Russell 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


” ” 


Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


Lord Lyons to Lord J. Ruasell 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons 


Crass B, 


Confidential) 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


-| Nov. 


(No. 39) 
(No. 40) 





(No. 41) 
(No. 42) 
( No. 26) 
(No. 27) 
(No. 28) 


as --| Dec. 
(No. 43) 
(No. 30) 
“ --| Dec. 
(No. 44) 


Dec. 


Date. 
1859 


. 19 
19 


23 
12 
29 


1860 


es --| Jan. 
(No.1) ) + 
ia ++! Jan. 
(No. 2) 

as -.| Jan. 
(No. 1) 
"(No. 3) 
; (No. 4) 


(No. 2) 
Feb. 
Mar. 


"(No. 6) 
(No. 7) 
(No. 3) 
ae ..| Mar. 

(No. 8) 


4 
14 
17 


Jan. 31 


-| Jan. 31 


..| Jan. 22 


6 


9 
Feb. 28 


16 





Receipt. 
i85y 


Dec. 20 
Dec. 20 
Dec. 20 


Dec. 20 


Dec. 26 


1860 
Jan. 30 


Feb. 6 


Mar. 13 


XXV 

Sussect. Page 

“ Lillie Mills” boarded by * Triton” 462 
Captures and boardings of vessels . 463 


Extract of Captain Rigby’s despatch 
respecting Slave ‘I'rade on East 


Coast of Africa . - 463 
“ Rebecca” and ‘*J. Harris” sailing 

under United States’ flag 463 
“ Star of the East” boarded by 

“ Archer” -» 463 
« Emily’ boarded by « Triton” .. 464 


go of Commander of United 
tates’ ship ‘* Vincennes,” relative 
to suppression of Slave ‘Trade 
under United States’ colours .. 464 
Necessity of greater powers being 
given to United States’ cruizers to 


detain slavers., 464 
Capture of ‘ Stephen H. Towns- 
hend” 464 


To communicate to United States’ 
Government . report respecting 
conduct of Commander of * Vin- 
cennes,” with respect to the 


«“ Isla de Cuba” . 465 
Relative to capture of “Lillie Mills” 
and“ Eloisa”... 465 


Respecting co-operation ‘between 
British and United States’ cruizers 466 
Correspondence with Mr. Dallas 
respecting “ Rufus Soulé” .. 466 
Abuse of United States’ flag. Cor- 
respondence of Mr. Gabriel and 
Commander of “ Vincennes” ., 479 
Has communicated reports respecting 
“ Rebecca” and * J. Harris” .. 479 
Has spoken to General Cass re- 
specting “* Emily” and others .. 480 
Has addressed a note to General 
Cass respecting apathy of Com- 
mander Totten, of the ** Vincennes” 480 
General Cass thinks it would be 
imprudent to ask Congress for 
increased powers . ; 482 
Despatches respecting capture of the 
“ J. Harris” by “ Spitfire’  .. 482 
Note from General Cass respecting 
“ Rebecca” and “ J. Harris” .. 483 
Naval officers’ reports respecting 
the “Rebecca” and “ Frances 
Ellen”. 483 
Copy of Consul Vines’ No. 1, re- 
specting slave-yacht ‘ Wanderer” 483 
Relative to boating of “ Tavernier” 484 


Has communicated to General Cass 
orders given to British Comman- 
ders respecting co-operation .. 484 

Copy of despatch from Havana 
Commissioners respecting Cuban 
Slave Trade. Instructions thereon 484 

Copy of despatch from Mr. Gabriel 
réspecting capture of “ Tavernier” 
by “ Viper’ 485 

Has communicated with General 
Cass respecting capture of “J. 
Harris” .. 485 


Proposing Slave Trade Congress - 485 


Capture of “ Pamphylia” by 
“ Triton’”’ 486 
Has pointed out the want of United 
States’ cruizers on East Coast of 


Africa. 486 
Boarding of « John R. Rhoades" by 
* Pluto” ., ee 487 


d 


XXVi LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. Date. | Receipt. | Sussect. Page 
1860 1860 

639. Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell ‘ .| Mar. 5] Mar. 20 | Has communicated pe for Slave 
(No. 4). Trade Congress 487 

640. ” oe ai .. | Mar. 5| Mar. 20 | General Cass does not think United 

(No. 5. Confidential) States’ Minister in London can 
take part in Congress .. «- 487 

641. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons a -.| Mar. 31 


, Correspondence respecting “Oxion” 488 
(No 9) - 





UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Charleston. 








1859 1859 
642. Consul Bunch to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| Apr. 21| May 10] Prisoners of slaver “Echo.” Re- 
(No. 4) marks thereupon . , 489 
643. Consul Bunch to Lord J. Russell .. ..| July 27] Aug. 15] American brig “ Frances Eller 
; (No. 5) about to be engaged in the Sieve 
Trade. 489 
644, Py en i ..| July 28] Aug. 15 | Observations on progress of Slave 
iNo. 6) Trade in South Carolina . 490 
645. 9s ay és ..| Aug. 9] Aug. 29| The “Frances Ellen” has sailed 
(No. 7) for the African coast .. -. 490 
646. ” ” te -+| Aug. 25 | Sept. 12 | Suspicious circumstances respecting 
(No. 8) the brig “ Jehossee,” which has 
left for Africa .. ir -. 491 
647. » ” oe ..| Sept. 5] Sept. 19] Extracts from the ‘New York 
(No. 9) Herald” respecting importation of 
negroes into the United States .. 49] 
UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New Orleans. 
1860 | 
648. Lord J. Russell to Consul Mure... -| Jan. 21 Has Mexican Consul granted letters 
(No. 1) | of marque to Slave Trade vessels ? 493 








UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 


1859 1859 
649. Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury | Mar. 29 Apr. 11 | Information respecting slavers from 


(No. 4 New York , . 494 
€50, The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Archibald | Apr. 15 ss Who is the Slave Trade informer? 495 


Ne onfidential) 
651. Mr. Fitzgerald to Consul Archibald Apr. 15 i To obtain from informer information 
(Confidential) respecting “ Rufus Soulé” .. 495 
652. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Archibald | Apr. 15 oa Who are the owners of the vessels 
(Confidential) mentioned by him? . -- 496 
653. Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbur Apr. 2] Apr. 19 | Acknowledging despatch of the 
(No. 3) 18th March, respecting informer. 496 
654. » Apr. 5] Apr. 19] Respecting “ Panchita,” “ Star of 
(No. 6. Confidential) the East,” and “ Isla de Cuba” . 496 
655. » Wl as Apr. 11 | Apr. 25 | Suspected slavers ., ws +» 498 
(No. 7) 
656. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Archibald | May 13 os Copy of despatch from Mr. Gabriel 


(No. 2) respecting “* Panchita” .. -- 500 
657. Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury | Apr. 30 | May 16 | Suspected vessels .. ai -- 500 


(No. 8. Confidential 


658. ” ” ..| May 3] May 16] Slave Trade informer's name .. 502 
(No. 9. Confidential) 
659. ” *” . |May 9] May 24] Reports respecting “ Lillie Mills” 
(No. 10. Confidential) aud“ Laura”. é 505 
660. ” ” ..| May 9] May 24 | Information respecting ae “ Rufus 
(No. 11. Confidential) Soulé” .. 506. 
661. ” ” -.| May 10] May 24/ Reply to despatch ‘of April 15, re- 
(No. 12. Confidential) specting owners of vessels +. 508 
662. ” ” ++| May 17] May 30 | Suspected vessels .. we ++ 508 
(No. 124. Confidential) 
663. ” May 23] June 4 | Letter from Consul Mure respecting 
(No. 13. Confidential) owner of “ Rufus Soulé” -. 518 
664. Mr. Fitzgerald to Consul Archibald -+| June 10 a As to remuneration of Slave Trade 
(Separate and Secret) informer .. 514 


665. Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury May 28] June 16| Respecting “ Panchita's _ former 
(No. 14) voyage ., =e ay «» 514 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. Date. 
1859 
666. Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury | May 30 
(No. 15) 
667. n -.| June 6 
(No. 16) 
668. » ” --| June 14 
(No. 16a. Secret) 
669. Lord Wodehouse to Consul Archibald July 1 
(Separate) 
670. Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury | June 21 
(No. 17. Confidential ) 
671. rr June 28 
(No. 18) 
672. ” -«| July 11 
(No. 19) | * 
673. » July 11 
(Separate and Secret) 
674. Lord Wodehouse to Consul Archibald] -.| Aug. 5 
(Separate and Secret) 
675. » ” «+| Aug. 5 
(Separate and Secret) 
676. Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell July 25 
(No. 20. Confidential) 
677. ” ” +» | July 25 
(No. 21. Confidential) 
678. ‘a ” -.| Aug. 2 
(No. 22) 
679. ” --| Aug. 9 
(No. 23) 
680. - ; .. | Aug. 20 
(No. 24) 
681. ss a ..| Aug. 29 
(Separate and Secret) 
682. ” ” .. | Ang. 29 
(No. 25) 
683. Consul Archibald to Mr. Wylde Aug. 29 
(Private) 
684. Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell Sept. 2 
(Separate and Secret) 
685. Po S Sept. 5 
(No. 26) 
686. P ‘ ..| Sept. 13 
(No. 27) 
687. “5 . “. | Sept. 20 
(No. 28) 
688. eS < .. | Sept. 27 
(No. 29) 
689. ra - ..| Oct. 4 
(No. 30) 
690. 0 ss -.| Oct. 10 
(No. 81) 
691. ” ” .. | Oct. 25 
(No. 32 
692. Lord J. Riissell to Consul Archibald Nov. 19 
(No. 3. Confidential) 
698. Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell ..| Nov. 8 
(No. 33) 
694, » ” ..| Nov. 15 
(No. 34) 
695. ” ” .. | Nov. 23 
(No. 35) 
696. » » -»| Nov. 28 
(No. 36) 
697. ” ” ..| Nov. 29 
(No. 37) 
698. ” » -.| Dec. 6 
(No. 38) 
699. ” ” -.| Dec. 12 
(No. 39) 
700. » ” Dec. 20 


(No. 40) 


Receipt. 
1859 
June 13 
June 20 


June 27 


July 4 
July 11 
July 25 


July 25 


XXVil 


SusJecr. Page 

Information respecting “Ardennes,” 
“E. A. Rawlins,” “ siciaamasil 
“ Wanderer” 

Respecting ownership of Rufus 


516 


Soulé” 
Captain Townsend's proposal to be 
employed in suppressing African 


517 


Slave Trade ¢ 518 
Had better not send. Captain Town- 

send to Epgland .. 519 
Arrival of “ Orion” at New York . 519 
Arrival of ‘ Ardennes’ at New 

York -. 520 
Movements of “ Tda,” “ « Emily,” 

“ Atlantic,” “Emma _ Linceln,” 

&e. - a se .. 520 
Terms of remuneration for Slave 

Trade informer .. 522 


Terms to be offered to Slave Trade 
informer . 524 

Payment of 1502. to Slave Trade 
informer 

Seizure of slaver “ * Atlantic,” and 
information respecting other vessels 
denounced -. 525 

Respecting Captain ‘Townsend .. 528 


Expected arrival of two slave cargoes 


in Texas. Belgian brig “ Rubens” 528 
“ Brookline’ and “ Hermitage” 

left New York sus ll pare 

of “ Frances El : 529 
Movements of suspected vessels 530 
Slave Trade informer accepts terms 534 
Movements of “ Emily” and other 

suspected vessels . 534 
Terms for Slave Trade informer. 

Movements of suspected vessels . 535 
Has paid 150/. to Slave ‘Trade 

informer . ie - -- 536 
Information respecting suspected 

slavers .. -¥ re .. 537 
Ditto ee on . 539 
Information respecting “ W. H. 

Stewart,” “ Decatur,” “ King- 

bird,” “ Fannie,” and others 540 
Slave Trade information .. 543 
Ditto ae a +e 545 
Ditto, with tabular statement . 546 
Slave Trade information .. . 558 


To obtain information ie eis 


“Isla de Cuba” . -. 561 
Suspected slavers . ; . 562 
Seizure of “ Emily” and “ Laura.” 

Movements of “ Ottawa,” “ Asa” 

Fish,” and “ Topeka” .. 568 
Landing of slaves on Cuban coast by 

“ Memphis.” Further information 

as to “£mily” and“ Wanderer”. 568 
Proceedings of “ Virginian.” Judge 

Wayne’s charge to Grand Jury at 

Savannah . 571 
Capture of “ Cugnet. = Bailing 0 ‘of 

« William” 574 
Suspected vessels .. 574 
Slave Trade information .. 576 
Movements of slave-traders 578 


XXxVili LIST OF FAPERS. 


No. * | Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
| 1859 1860 
701. Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell . Dec. 27 | Jan. 10| * Wanderer" and other suspected 


(No. 41) vessels .. 580 














702. ” ” Dec. 29} Jan. 17} Information respecting “Isla de 
(No, 42. Confidential) | Cuba” pee J 580 
703. ” ” ..| Dec. 31| Jan. 17| Further information respecting 
(No. 43) | 1860 slavers .. a 581 
704. » rs -+|Jan. 10] Jan. 26] Ditto a é% ae -. 583 
(No. 1) 
795. ” ” --|Jan. 18] Jan. 30] Ditto a ‘ “a -. 587 
. (No. 2) 
706. ” ” ++ | Jan. 31] Feb. 14| Ditto oe oe ee .. 589 
(No. 3) 
707. ” » -+| Feb. 20] Mar. 5| Ditto a it ae «. 592 
(No. 4) 
708. ” » -.| Feb. 29] Mar. 13} Ditto 3 és er - 594 
(No. 5) ; 
709. ” ” . | Feb. 29| Mar. 13! Relative to arrangement for remu- 
(Separate and Secret) neration of Slave Trade informa- 
tion 594 
710. + * -| Mar. 5] Mar. 20} Reports of Slave Trade from coast 
(No. 7) of Africa . 595 
711 ‘a ss Mar. 6] Mar. 20 | Suspected vessels. ‘Informant wishes 
(No. 8) to be paid quarterly =. -. 596 
712. % 5 -| Mar. 13] Mar. 27 | Slave Trade information ., -. 597 
(No. 9) 
713. Lord J. Russell to Consul Archibald ..| Mar. 29 we To pay informer 2507... .. 598 
(Separate and Secret) 
713a. ” ma ..| Mar. 29 ie Respecting payment of informer ., 598 
(Confidential) i 
UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Savanaah. 
1859 1859 
714, Acting Consui Taylor to the Earl of Malmes- | May 6| May 24 | Cases of “Wanderer” and “* Ange- 
bury (No. 7) lita” 600 
715. Consul Molyneux to Lord J. Russell -.| Nov. 28 | Dec. 20 | Report of the trial of the crew of 
(No. 7) the ** Wanderer” 600 
716. = ‘i .. | Nov. 30 | Dec. 20 | Acquittal of crew of the “ Wanderer” 600 
(No. 8 
717. i “ ) Dec. 2] Dec. 20| Charge of Judge Wayne to tie 
(No. 9) | Grand Jury in above trial -+ 601 
UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Mobile. 
1859 1859 
718. Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| Mar. 23 | Apr. 19 | Capture of United States’ slaver . 602 
No. 3 
719. 7 5 ( ) Mar. 27| Apr. 19 | “ E. A. Rawlins’ seized by United 
(No. 4) States’ steamer “ Vixen” 602 
720. % a «| Mar. 29 | Apr. 19| African slaves in Southern States. 
(No. 5) “ E. A. Rawlins” 603 
72). or Fr «| Mar. 31} Apr. 25 Cop: of Law respecting ‘coloured 
| (No. 6) sailors .. . 603 
722. + - ..| Apr. 21] May 16 | Slaver “ Tyrant” wrecked. on coast 
(No. 7) of Florida . : +. 604 
723. Consul Tulin to Lord J. Russell co -| Aug. 8 | Aug. 29 | 600 slaves landed on Florida coast . 605 
o. 8 
724. é ss ‘ ) Dec. 6] Dec. 26| Capture of slaver “ Cygnet” by 
(No. 9) “ Mohawk” . ie 


UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Boston. 


1859 1859 
725. Consul Lousada to the Earl of Malmesbury .| Apr. 22| May 10| Respecting Stephen Beckley .. 606 
(No. 3 


726. » » -| Apr. 23 | May 10] Ditto ve ae ee ++ 607 
(No, 4) : ‘ 

727. ” ” .| Apr. 26 May 10} Ditto . oe se -. 607 
(No. 5) 

728. The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Lousada | May 24| .. oie a = iii 


(No. 608 
729. Consul Lousada to the Earl of Msteibery” June 11 Fone 27 Chedanne bay Pecvilins of "Stephen 
(No. 6) Beckley .. +. 608 
730, Consul Lousada to Lord J. Russell .. «| July 22 Aug. 5 | Seizure af suspected slaver, 608 
} (No. 7) 





Class B. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


FOREIGN POWERS. 








AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Benin. 





No. 1. 


Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 
(No 6.) 
My Lord, Lagos, March 4, 1859. 


CAPTAIN SANDERSON, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” the Senior Officer of 
the Bight’s Division, having considerately acceded to my request and efficiently manned 
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Brune,” directed Lieutenant Lodder, the Commander, to 
proceed with that vessel as far as the Egenie Market, about three miles west of Kosoko’s 
town, Epé, to procure information of his movements, and the extent of his prepa- 
rations for attacking Lagos. Lieutenant Lodder, in conformity with his instructions, 
left Lagos on the 12th ultimo, it being arranged between Lieutenant Lodder and myself 
ae te should join him in the Consular boat on hearing of his arrival at Egenie 

arket. 

After the departure of the “Brune,” Dr. Baikie considered that it would be a 
good opportunity for Lieutenant Glover to complete the survey of Lake Icorrodoo and 
the Lagoon to Epé, which he had commenced during last rainy season (June to 
August), and it was arranged that the “ Rainbow,” Niger steamer, should follow the 
“Brune.” Dr. Baikie kindly offering me a passage in the “ Rainbow,” I embarked on 
the 14th ultimo, and we started at once, but had not proceeded more than eight miles 
when we met the “Brune,” and found she had been detained by the banks and shoals, 
on which, in consequence of her draft of water, seven feet, she had repeatedly grounded. 
The ‘ Rainbow’s” draft of water not exceeding four feet and a half, Dr. Baikie 
decided on remaining with the “Brune,” to assist her in getting over the shoals by 
receiving her heavy stores on board the “ Rainbow,” and in heaving off the “ Brune,” 
when she grounded. This detained us considerably, and the vessels did not reach their 
destination, Egenie Market, till the 20th ultimo. 

While at anchor, about ten miles from Lagos, Kosoko’s messengers arrived on 
board the “ Brune” with complimentary messages, in reality to ascertain the object of 
our visit. I informed them that we had no hostile intentions; that our object was to 
ascertain the extent of his preparations, and to convince him of the inutility of them, and 
of his seeking to reinstate himself at Lagos ; that having no wish to alarm the population 
of Epé by the appearance of two steamers off the town, I would anchor off Egenie, when 
I hoped to see Tappa and the other Cabooceers of Kosoko. 

The day after our arrival off Egenie Market, Tappa, with other messengers of 
Kosoko, arrived, and I received them on board the “Brune.” After a few complimen- 
tary remarks, I informed Tappa and the others that I had received accounts from all 

uarters of the extensive preparations made by Kosoko to reinstate himself in Lagos ; 
t through them I warned him against making an attempt which former < aed 
[181] Cuass B. 
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ought to convince him could 7 result disastrously to himself and to his numerous 
followers. Tappa at first denied that ay preparations had been made by Kosoka to 
regain Lagos, but, on my remarking that the three large canoes which had brought him 
and his party, and were then alongside the “‘ Brune,” confirmed the accounts I had received, 
as they were newly fitted for war purposes, having stout platforms on which they place their 
cannon and swivels, and benches for the paddlers, all of new wood, rendering them quite 
unfit to stow puncheons of palm oil in. On this, Tappa and his companions at once 
admitted that preparations had been made for the purposes I had stated, and that 
Kosoko had been induced to take this step at the instance of several Chiefs of Abbeokuta 
who had promised to assist him in getting reinstated at Lagos, that they had arranged 
this matter with the Acting Consul at Lagos, &c. I informed the messengers that 1 was 
tea aware that Kosoko had many friends in Abbeokuta, and that 1 knew well the 
arge prescnts he sent to them from time to time, but that the Abbeokuta Chiefs were 
only deceiving him and enriching themselves at his expense, for they had no means to do 
so if they had the wish to bring Kosoko back to Lagos; that it is worse than useless for 
Kosoko to make the attempt, and that if he committed any hostility at Lagos by setting 
fire to the town, it would then be for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government 
whether he should be allowed to remain at Epé, and that, come when he would to Lagos, 
by night or by day, he would meet preparations to repel him. I then charged Kosoko 
with having instigated the King of Jaboo to interdict any palm oil from passing through 
his territory to the markets of Icorrodoo and Egenie, which interdiction was the cause of 
serious loss to the merchants, causing their vessels great detention in obtaining their 
cargoes, and, by Kosoko’s people losing their usual employment of trading, making them 
more ready to assist him in his hostile intentions against Lagos. This Tappa assured me 
was not the case ; that Kosoko had not moved the King of Jaboo to interdict the transit 
of palm oil to the markets, for that himself and all the traders at Epé were great losers 
by this interdiction; and Tappa urged me to send my own messengers to the King of 
Jaboo, when | should learn from him that the Chiefs of Abbeokuta and Ibadda are the 
parties who influenced the King of Jaboo in this matter. 

After more than an hour’s stay on board the “ Brune,” Tappa and his party left, 
promising to relate faithfully to Kosoko all I had told them, and to return on the follow- 
ing day with his answer. 

The day following Tappa and his party again made their appearance on board the 
‘* Brune,” but this time attended by several respectable looking Mahometans, visitors to 
Kosoko. ‘Tappa stated that he had related to Kosoko what had passed at our interview 
the previous day, that Kosoko sent me his assurance he would never have made his 
preparations to return to Lagos but for the Chiefs of Abbeokuta, who had assured him 
that they had paved the way for his return by obtaining the sanction of the English, 
and that when the moment arrived they would be ready to assist him; that without the 
sanction of Her Majesty’s Government he knew he could not return ; that he had not 
instigated the King of Jaboo to stop the palm oil trade, and he begged of me to send a 
confidential messenger to the King to inquire into the matter, and he hoped I would use 
my influence with the King of Jaboo to remove his restriction on the palm oil trade. 
This I promised Tappa and his party I would do without delay. I then entered into 
conversation with the Mahometans, who, it appeared, had been attracted on board by 
Abdul Kader, Dr. Baikie’s Fellata Interpreter, a native of Koota Toro, on the Senegal. 
One of these Mahometans was a Morocco man, some were from Foota Toro, from 
Footah Jallon, from Sokotoo, from Jenna, and from Sego on the Joliba or Upper Niger. 
I was quite aware of the object which had principally induced these people to visit 
Kosoko, to enrich themselves by working on his superstitious belief in the power of 
their charms, verses of the Koran written in Arabic on pieces of paper. They asked me 
why Kosoko could not be allowed to return to Lagos; the reason I briefly explained to 
them. I then entered into the question of the Slave Trade, explaining to them out 
reasons for, and objects in, suppressing the exportation of slaves from the coast ; that the 
British Government had no disposition to interfere with the state of domestic slavery existing 
in Africa; that we were very desirous to promote legitimate trade and to encourage it, 
not only on the coast but in the interior of Africa, wherever a navigable river or stream 
gave facilities for the passage of vessels, boats, and canoes; that the small steamer, the 
“ Rainbow,” would proceed up the Niger as far as Rabba, as soon as the rainy season 
set in and rendered the navigation of that river practicable. As many of these 
Mahometans had not long since passed through Ilorin, they were aware of the wreck of 
the “Day Spring,” and the encampment of Dr. Baikie’s party near Rabba. The Moor 
had been seen at the Felatah encampment at Bidda by Abdul Kader, whither he had 
been sent by Dr. Baikie to visit the Felatah Chiefs, Osman, Zake, and Dasaba. 
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These people listened attentively to all we told them, and seemed desirous that a 
trading communication should be opened with the Niger countries and an establishment 
formed at Rabba. I pointed out to them the great advantage of persons being able to 
travel about the country with safety to their persons and security to their property ; that 
I had been in the habit of furnishing persons proceeding from the coast to the interior 
with passports printed in English, which, having been respected by the Chiefs of 
Mahometan countries, I had caused some to be printed in the Arabic character, which 
could be read by many Mahometans; and I begged of them in their journeyings in the 
interior, to request of the rulers of the countries they may pass through to give protec- 
tion to the bearers of these passports; this they promised me to do, and requested I 
would send them some passports to take up with them. I have since done so. 

Before Tappa and his party took their leave, I told them that, although after 
Kosoko’s intended hostilities against Lagos I could not myself pay him the compliment 
of a visit, that, if it was agreeable to him, Dr. Baikie and his party would visit Epé on 
the morrow, and I requested Tappa to inform me that evening if Kosoko would receive 
them. Tappa having sent a favourable message, Dr. Baikie and his party proceeded 
with the “ Rainbow,” early the following morning, to Epé. They were well received 
by Kosoko, who provided a good lunch for them. Lieutenant Glover availed himself of 
this opportunity to complete the survey and soundings of the Lagoon between Lagos and 
Epé, and the “Rainbow” rejoined the ‘“ Brune” that evening off Egenie. The 
following morning both vessels started on their return to Lagos, the “ Rainbow ” 
arriving on the morning of the 27th, the “Brune” on the morning of the 29th 


ultimo. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 
No. 2. 
Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Lagos, March 4, 1859. 


ON the failure of Commodore Protet’s mission to the King of Dahomey to obtain 
from him the concession of the exclusive privilege for the French to purchase slaves at 
Whydah, the screw steamers “ Stella” and “ Dahomey,” belonging to M. Régis, which 
had been waiting in Whydah Roads the result of the Commodore’s mission, set sail, the 
former, it. was stated, to the Congo, the latter to Palma. 

I learn on good authority that the agent of M. Régis, at Palma, with the Delegate 
of the Imperial Government, proceeded to Kosoko at Epé, and strongly urged him to 
supply a cargo of slaves for the “Dahomey,” that Kosoko wished to comply with the request 
of the Frenchmen, but was reminded by Tappa of the Treaty he had concluded with 
the English Government, in which he had strictly bound himself to make no more Slave 
Trade; the Frenchmen, on the other hand, assured Kosoko that furnishing M. Régis 
with slaves is not Slave Trade, because the slaves, after working for a limited number 
of years, are set at liberty, and will be sent back to Africa if they wish it. Kosoko, it 
appears, was about to yield to the representations of the Frenchmen, when Tappa, and 
the other Cabooceers pointed out to Kosoko the danger of his selling any of his slaves or 
people who, having for a few years past enjoyed a great amount of personal liberty, and 
having had, many of them, the privilege of trading for themselves, would immediately 
desert when they perceived he was selling them; that not only would Kosoko’s people 
ran away, but those of the Cabooceers also; that all of them were aware of Kosoko’s 
Treaty with the English, and would, if he began to sell them for shipment, probably go 
in a body to Lagos, and throw themselves on the protection of the English Consul. 
Tappa’s fears and representations prevailed, and Kosoko declined to furnish a cargo for 
the “ Dahomey ;” whither this vessel went afterwards I have not learnt, as I left Lagos 
about that time for England. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 


—— 
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(No. 8.) Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{ Received April 8.) 
o. 8. 
My Lord, Lagos, March 5, 1859. 

BEFORE leaving the anchorage off Egenie, I dispatched Mr. Williams, the 
Consulate Interpreter, to the town of Odé, the residence of the King of Jaboo. It 
being hardly safe for Mr. Williams to travel alone I directed him to hire two persons to 
accompany him, whom I would pay for such service on their arrival at Lagos. 

Mr. Williams was instructed to ascertain from the King of Jaboo the cause and 
object of his stopping the valuable palm oil trade, which, at this season of the year, 
ought to bein full operation at the two markets of Icorrodoo and Egenie, and he was 
directed to remind the King that his doing so is a direct violation of his Treaty engage- 
ment with the British Government ; Mr. Williams was also directed to ask the King wh 
the Native Agent of the Church Missionary Society, who, by previous permission, had 
been allowed to settle at Icorrodoo, had been driven from there. : 

Mr. Williams returned to Lagos yesterday ; he reports that he was well received 
by the King of Jaboo, that he met there Kosoko’s messengers who had been sent to hear 
the result of my message, that the King of Jaboo declared Kosoko had not influenced 
him in interdicting palm oil from going to the markets, that he was acting in this 
matter in concert with the Chiefs of Ibadda, Abbeokuta, Ijaye and Illorin, who were 
all opposed to the palm oil trade as it yielded them no profit, and that their people 
occupied themselves too exclusively with this trade, neglecting their plantations and 
other work, by which the price of provisions had increased greatly. The King infurmed 
Mr. Williams that, so firm is his determination to put down the oil trade, that he had 
already executed some persons who had been detected carrying palm oil to the markets 
clandestinely ; that if he caught his own son transgressing this law he would take his 
head off, and, if his daughter, he would commit her alive to the flames. Such, my Lord, 
is the frightful despotism exercised in ceuntries which, until the last. few years, have 
known no other commerce but the Slave Trade, and the present hostile movement, 
against the palm oil trade is evidently a combination of Slave Trade Chiefs, who are 
unfortunately able to put in force the frightfully despotic powers they possess, to put 
down a commerce which, although it may bring them but little revenue, they evidently 
perceive is elevating the position of the masses of the population over whom they have 
hitherto exercised such despotic sway. The King then informed Mr. Williams that, 
had it not been for his apprehension that Kosoko might be again King of Lagos, he 
would have driven him from his territory long since; that Kosoko, if reinstated at Lagos, 
would have it in his power to prevent tobacco and rum being carried to the Jaboo 
markets, and so revenge himself for any harsh treatment he might conceive he had 
received during his exile at Epé from the King. Mr. Williams assured the King that 
Kosoko would never be allowed to return to Lagos. 

The King then entered into other matters, informing Mr. Williams that there are 
but four crowned heads, or legitimate Kings, in this part of Africa, viz., himself, the 
King of Benin, the Alake of the Egbas at Abbeokuta, and the King of Yoruba, at Oyo. 
The King then dismissed Mr. Williams with some trifling presents, directing him to inform 
me he would be happy to see my messengers oftener. I must here inform your Lord- 
ship that I have always found great difficulty in obtaining messengers to go to this 
King, on account of the delay and tedious formalities to go through before they can 
obtain an audience, and it being required of them to take off their shoes before going 
into the King’s presence ; in the present instance Mr. Williams was informed that he 
would not be required to submit to that custom. ; 

This serious interruption to the palm oil trade is creating great uneasiness among 
the trading community, and serious loss to the merchants, by the long detention of their 
vessels. There are eighteen vessels of various nations at anchor off Lagos, and about a 
third/of that number off Palma, all waiting for cargoes. : 

We are indebted, my Lord, for this state of things to the revival of the Slave Trade 
at Whydah, in the attempt made by M. Régis to carry out his contract by the purchase 
of slaves there and at Palma, and to the shipments of cargues of slaves occasionally from 
Whydah 

wt is but poor consolation to know that, having a large expensive establishment here, 
and another at Palma, M. Régis must be a considerable sufferer from the total stoppage 
of the palm oil trade at both places. 4 : 

Dr. Baikie returning shortly overland to Rabba, I shall beg of him, and of Lieutenant 
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Glover, who will rg | follow him, to impress upon the Chiefs who take part in 
this movement against the palm oil trade, the impolicy of their attempting to stop a 
trade which has attained such growth and extension in a few years, that, if done in 
_ hostility to the English, who have put down the Slave Trade, the English are able, if 
compelled to resort to such a measure, to stop all supplies of rum, tobacco, powder, guns, 
&c., from being landed on the coast and sent into the interior. 

I must express my apprehension, my Lord, that we shall have a hard struggle to 
maintain legitimate trade against the strong powers possessed and exercised by the 
Chiefs in favour of Slave Trade. 

The opposition of several of the Abbeokuta Chiefs (those who head the trading 
guilds of the town in particular) to the palm oil trade is not new, as I had occasion 
to report upon it in a former despatch, dated October 2, 1855.* 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 





No. 4. 


— Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 
(No. 9.) 


My Lord, Lagos, March 6, 1859. 


I BEG to transmit for your Lordship’s perusal copy of a correspondence between 
the Alake and the Balagous (War Chiefs) of Abbeokuta and myself, bearing on the 
present unsettled state of things in the countries about Lagos. 

I must remark to your Lordship that the jealous feeling alluded to in the Alake’s 
letter arises, on the part of the Slave Trading interest, from English Missionaries having 
been allowed by the well-disposed Chiefs of Abbeokuta to settle there, and their establish- 
ment in that town being, a few years after, followed by the expulsion of Kosoko, and 
the annihilation of the Slave Trade at Lagos, and on the part of the well-disposed Chiefs 
and people of other towns, to the number of white men who are now established in 
Abbeokuta for commercial purposes, in particular for the purchase of cotton. The Chiefs 
and well-disposed people of all the Yoruba towns are very desirous to lave white men 
with them, particularly for trading purposes. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 


{nclosure | in No. 4. 
The Alake and Balagous of Abbeokuta to Consul Campbell. 


Ake, February 21, 1859. 

WE, the Alake, and the undersigned Balagous, present our best respects to Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Lagos. 

We have been very glad to hear of the safe arrival of the Consul at Lagos, for 
which we thank God who has protected him during his voyage homeward and in 
return. 

We, after congratulating the Consul for his safe arrival, will not fail to inform the 
Consul that, during his absence, the surrounding towns who made themselves our ene- 
mies, being always jealous for our receiving English people into our town to stop with us, 
have continued to plan our overthrow even to this day. Therefore, as it has appeared, 
that by our making friendship with the English, they bear hatred against us, we, putting 
our reliance on the English, and on the Consul, who had ever been faithful to us, there- 
fore hope that the Consul will not be slack to render us assistance against the future 
attack about to be made against Abbeokuta. 

The Dahomians, we are lately informed, are on their way to us ward, that they 
have asked the assistance of the Ashantees, Portuguese, &c., to join them in battle against 
us, that they are bringing with them sixteen cannons; the Oyos, and other towns near us, 
promise to join them, and even Faloun, the slave of Docemo of Lagos, is one of our 
enemies. 

It is a great pity to say that we have no ammunition with us; therefore we beg the 
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rawel to send us some, and to get some iron bars which we will pay for—these are for 
alls. : 

Whilst hearing of the proceedings of the Dahomians, the news of Kosoko’s came to 
us, that he intends attacking Lagos. The bearer of this letter, and the messenger to 
Epé, will leave the same day, for we are sending message to him to be ascertained of the 
act. 

Therefore, we beg the Consul to use his utmost power to make peace between him 
(Kosoko) and Lagos people. 

We remain, &c. 
(Signed) ALAKE. 
BASORUN. 
OGUBONA. 
SOKEUN. 
AUOBA. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 4. 
Consul Campbell to the Alake and Balagous of Abbeokuta. 


Lagos, March 5, 1859. 

THE English Consul sends his best respects to the Alake and Balagous of Abbeo- 
kuta, and thanks them for the expression of their kind feelings towards him. 

The Consul wishes to convince the Alake and the Balagous of Abbeokuta, that there 
is not the most distant prospect of the Ashantees joining the Dahomians to attack 
Abbeokuta, for, in the first place, there is no intimacy or friendship between the Kings of 
Ashantee and Dahomey ; that intercourse between the peoples of the two countries is next 
to impossible, for want of roads and means to cross the large river running between the 
two countries ; and, in the second place, were there any concert between the two Kin F 
him of Ashantee would never venture five hundred waive from his own home to assist the 
Dahomians to attack a large town which, some seven years since, so thoroughly defeated 
the late King of Dahomey, when, in the height of his power and strength, he attacked 
it; a defeat the Kings of Dahomey have not yet recovered from. 

The Consul has to inform the Alake and Balagous of Abbeokuta that he has received 
good information of the return of the new King of Dahomey to his town from an expe- 
dition against some of his northern neighbours. It is most unlikely that he will this year 
make any attempt on Abbeokuta ; he must greatly increase his present force to hazard a 
second defeat before Abbeokuta, which would utterly break down his power—he will never 
feel sufficient confidence in the promise of help from the Yoruba towns to rely on their 
co-operation ; he would, on the contrary, suspect they would only be lookers on during 
the conflict, ready to assist the conquering party in making prisoners and plunder. 

The Alake and Balagous of Abbeokuta may rest assured that from the deep interest 
taken by the British Government and people in the prosperity of their interesting town, 
whenever danger really threatens its welfare they will have ready assistance in defending 
it from the attacks of the King of Dahomey. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 4. 
Consul Campbell to the Alake and Balagous of Abbeokuta. 


Lagos, March 5, 1859. 

THE English Consul sends his best respects to the Alake and Balagous of 
Abbeokuta. ’ 

The Consul, after his return from England, learning from all quarters that Kosoko 
had prepared a number of canoes and a large force to attack Lagos, proceeded in Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Brune,” accompanied by another steamer, as far as Kgenie Market (not 
wishing to alarm the population of Epé by suddenly appearing off that town with two 
steamers) ; the Consul sent to Kosoko for an explanation of his conduct, and the next 
day Kosoko sent Tappa and some other Chiefs to the Consul ; at first these Chiefs denied 
that Kosoko had made any preparations, but, on the Consul remarking that the three 
large canoes in which they lat come from Epé gave the lie to their statement (for they 
were fitted for war purposes with strong platforms on which to put cannon and benches 
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for the paddlers and soldiers, and all of new wood), Kosoko’s messengers then admitted 
that their canoes were all made ready to go to Lagos, and that Kosoko had made these 
preparations at the instance of the Egbas who had promised to assist him in getting 
reinstated at Lagos, as they had got the consent of the English Acting Consul. 

The Consul directed Tappa and the other messengers to inform K osoko that the English 
Government did not sacrifice a great many good officers and seamen in expelling Kosoko 
from Lagos with any intention of reinstating him at a future time—that come when he 
pats at Lagos, by night or by day, he would meet with a force ready to drive 

im back. 

The Consul then charged Kosoko with having influenced the King of Jaboo to 
stop the palm oil trade at the Icorrodoo and Egenie Markets. This the messengers 
denied positively, and told the Consul, if he sent to ask the King of Jaboo the reason 
of his stopping the palm oil trade, he would find that he was doing so to please the 
Abbeokutans and Ibaddans. The Consul did afterwards send messengers to the King of 
Jaboo, who received the Consul’s messengers very civilly, and informed them that 
Kosoko had no hand in stopping the palm oil trade to Egenie and Icorrodoo markets ; 
se it was done at the instance of the Chiefs of Abbeokuta, of Ibadda, Ijaye, and 

orin. 

Now, the Consul wishes to make known to the Chiefs of these and other towns, 
that the Slave Trade at Lagos is at an end for ever; that the Slave Trade at Whydah 
will soon be stopped ; that any attempt to put an end to the increasing palm oil trade, 
which is doing so_ much good throughout the country, will eventually prove unsuc- 
cessful; that the English Government is powerful on the sea; that the Chiefs and 
people of Yoruba and surrounding countries cannot do without tobacco and rum ; 
that their supplies of these and other articles come in vessels that cross the sea, and that 
if the Chiefs who oppose the English and other nations in getting palm oil to load their 
ships persist in preventing palm oil coming to the markets, the English have the power 
: prevent any tobacco, rum, or other goods being landed at any port in the Bight of 

nin. 

The Consul has been long aware that the people of Igbore, Igbein, and other 
quarters of Abbeokuta, wish for Kosoko’s return to Lagos, and are always receiving 
heavy presents from him; he, therefore, wishes the Alake to inform these Chiefs and 
people that Kosoko will never be allowed to return, for, since the English expelled him, 
the countries around have been prosperous, and wars and kidnapping have nearly 
ceased, and peaceful trade has increased greatly ; that the English wish for nothing but 
peace in the country; that if some Chiefs, disregarding the welfare of the people at 
large, and ihe prosperity of the country, succeed in opposing the palm oil trade, they 
will find the English have the power to prevent any tobacco, rum, &c., from being 
landed on the coast. 





No. 5. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell. 
(No. 6.) . 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1859. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 3 of the 4th of February last, I inclose for 
your information a copy of aletter from the Admiralty,+ by which you will perceive that 


arrangements will be made for retaining Her Majesty’s ship “ Brune” on the West 
Coast of Africa for service in the Lagos Lagoons. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





® People of Abbeokuta. + Class A, No. 298. 


8 AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Benin. 
No. 6. . 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1859, 


I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your procecdings as reported in your 
despatches marked Nos. 6, 8, and 9, of the 4th, 5th, and 6th ultimo. . 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 7. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell. 
(No. 8.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1859, 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Judge in 
the Mixed Commission Court at the Havana, * containing information respecting vessels 
which are reported as being destined to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

1 also inclose a memorandum f giving the particulars of some further vessels which 
have been reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being intended for employment in 
this traffic, and I have to desire that you will communicate the information contained in 


the inclosed papers to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of 
Africa Station. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 8. 


™ ) Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 9.) 
(No. 10. 
My Lord, Lagos, March 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the “West African Herald” of 10th February 
last, giving an account of the capture of a slave vessel, supposed to be the “ El Dorado,” 
by Her Majesty’s ship “Sharpshooter,” and of the escape, from Whydah, of another 
slave-vessel, the brigantine “ Tyrant,” with a full cargo of slaves. The former vessel, it 
appears, was consigned to a Senhor Carvalho, of Whydah, who, I believe, is a subject of 
His Majesty the King of Portugal. The person stated to be the shipper of the 
slaves by the brigantine “ Tyrant,” is Senhor Baeta, a Brazilian, from the province of 
Bahia. 

My object in transmitting this paper and bringing the statements of Slave Trade 
therein contained to your Lordship’s notice, is the expectation that your Lordship 
will deem it advisable to denounce the shipper of the slaves on board the “ Tyrant,” 
to the Government of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of the Brazils, so that, on 
Senhor Baeta’s next visit to Bahia, he may be called to account for this transaction. 
Senhor Baeta occasionally visits Lagos, on his again doing so I shall call upon King: 
Docemo to expel him. 

The brother of the proprietor and editor of the “West African Herald,” was 
sometime since appointed British Resident at Quittah, by his Excellency Sir Benjamin 
Pine, Governor of the Gold Coast Settlements, in order to obtain information of Slave 
Trade movements at Whydah, &c. I, therefore, consider the statements of the editor, 
obtained, I expect, through that channel, as entitled to attention. 

The “Tyrant” is, t expect, the same vessel which, in my despatch No. 1 of this 
series, dated February 3, 1859, I report as having escaped with a cargo of slaves. It 
is these occasional successful embarkations which raise the hopes of the slave dealer, and 
stimulate the actions of the slave-hunting Chiefs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 


* Class A, No. 69. + Containing substance of Nos. 649 and 654, 
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Inclosure in No. 8. 
Extract from the “ West African Herald” of February 10, 1859. 


ON the 14th January, Her Majesty’s ship “Sharpshooter,” whilst at anchor off 
Quittah, received information that a slaver was expected at Whydah on the 15th or 
16th, to take in her cargo. She immediately got under weigh and proceeded to that 
place, where she anchored at dusk the next evening ; and as she was about to anchor 
another vessel was just coming in from the seaward, but it was too dark to make her 
out. However, at daylight, on Sunday, the 16th, two boats were dispatched to over- 
haul the stranger, which, having no name, no colours, and no papers, and being perfectly 
fitted up for the reception of 250 slaves, was at once taken possession of by the 
“‘ Sharpshooter’s” boats. From papers found on board, it appeared she had been 
“ El Dorado.” She was consigned to a Mr. Carvalho, of Whydah, and her slaves 
were waiting for her on the beach when the “Sharpshooter” came in so opportunely. 
She was sent-up to Sierra Leone in charge of an officer and ten men from the 
“ Sharpshooter.” 

The brigantine “ Tyrant,” which anchored in Dutch Roads about the 10th January, 
under American colours, left Whydah on the 14th January, with a full cargo of slaves, 
shipped by M. Baeta. She got clear off, there being no cruizers in the neighbourhood 
at the time. We understand that there are a great number of slaves collected for 
shipment on the slave coast, whenever a chance offers, therefore it behoves the cruizers 
to be very vigilant, especially about the neighbourhood of Whydah. 


No. 9. 


(No. 11 Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
o. 11.) . 
My Lord, Lagos, March 22, 1859. 

AFTER the departure of the packet on the 9th instant, 1 assembled the merchants 
at the Consulate, to consult with them as to what measures should be taken to induce 
the King of Jaboo to permit the passage of palm oil through his territories, and it was 
aranged that a deputation of them, consisting of two Europeans and some of the leading 
Sierra Leone traders, should proceed to Odé, the King’s residence, situated inland some 
twenty-two miles from the Lagoon, and seek an interview with him. The deputation, 
accompanied by a messenger from King Docemo, proceeded thither, carrying some 
handsome presents for the King in the event of his yielding to the request that his 
yeni ag should be opened, as heretofore, for the free passage of palm oil to the 
markets. 

I regret to have to report to your Lordship that the mission proved a total failure. 
The King, or rather the Chiefs, by whom he is governed, and who make themselves the 
exponents of his policy and wishes, expressed most forcibly their determination not to 
permit the transit of palm oil through their country. The mission was not treated with 
common civility ; they were compelled to purchase water to drink, were not presented 
with seats to sit upon during their interview with the Chiefs, and refused a guide to 
show them the road to the Lagoon. The Chiefs and people appeared horrified at the 
presence. of white men in their country, and sacrifices of goats, dogs, fowls, &c., 
were made at Odé, and at all the villages through which the mission passed, to 
avert the evil it was feared the white man’s presence in their country may give 
rise to. 
I must inform your Lordship that the people of Jaboo and their neighbours, the 
people of Benin, are deeper sunk in barbarism and the observance of superstitious rites, 
making human sacrifices, &c., than the people of Yoruba, and that, although so many 
hundreds of Jaboos and Benins have been released from slavery and located in Sierra 
Leone, I am informed that not one of these two Poe has been known to have 
elevated himself by his industry and intelligence beyond the position of a common 
labourer: and, to explain to your Lordship the great importance of obtaining a free 
transit for palm oil i the Jaboo country, and the serious loss and inconvenience 
occasioned by the same being interdicted, I have only to state, that the whole of the 
palm oil — from the port of Palma, amounting, in 1857, to 3,250 a. a three- 

Crass B. / , 
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fourths of the quantity shipped from Lagos, amounting, in the same year, to 3,714 tons, 
total value in that year 313,042/, 10s., passes froin the interior through the Jaboo 
country to the markets held on the Lagoon. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 
No. 10. 
ie. 2 Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 9.) 
o. 12.) 
My Lord, Lagos, April 5, 1859. 


THE English supercargoes and resident traders at Badagry having complained to 
me that the King of Porto Novo had stopped the palm oil trade for two montlis, and 
that they were suffering great loss and inconvenience in consequence of the long 
detention of their vessels, and 1, regarding the King’s conduct for this proceeding as 
arising from the same motive as the Kings and Chiefs of the Yoruba towns—a desire 
to crush the palm oil trade, with the expectation that the Slave Trade would then 
be revived in full force—prepared myself to embark on board Her Majesty’s vessel 
‘“« Brune,” about to proceed on special service, ordered by the Commander-in-chief (to 
ascertain the navigability of the Lagoon between Porto Novo and Whydah), to remon- 
strate with the King of Porto Novo for the breach of his Treaty engagement with Her 
Majesty’s Government, by which he had stipulated that British traders should at all 
times be allowed to trade freely with his subjects in articles of legitimate commerce, 
but at the moment of the “ Brune’s” departure I was prevented from embarking in 
consequence of the event reported in my despatch No. 6, dated the 31st of March. 

About a week after the departure of the “ Brune,” the excitement caused by that 
event having greatly subsided, I made a requisition on Lieutenant Glover, R.N., in 
charge of the “ Rainbow,” Niger Expedition steamer, to convey me to Porto Novo, 
and that officer having complied with my request, | embarked on the 23rd ultimo, and 
at once proceeded to Porto Novo. On arriving at Badagry, I found the “ Brune” had 
the previous day returned from Porto Novo, but, as the stoppage of the trade still 
continued, I requested Commander Lodder to proceed on, in company with the 
* Rainbow,” to Porto Novo. 

On anchoring off the town, the King, as usual, sent his stick with his messenger, 
complimenting me on my arrival, &c., and inviting me to visit him on shore. I replied 
to his messenger, that my then visit not being like former ones—a friendly one—I could 
not think of landing ; that | came to complain of a breach of his Treaty engagement 
in having stopped che palm oil trade for two months, to the great injury of the British 
traders and supercargoes, and that I requested he would forthwith withdraw the restric- 
tion he had placed on a free commerce in palm oil. The trading Chiefs—that is, the 
King’s immediate Chiefs—were subsequently sent on board the “ Rainbow,” to explain 
why the trade had been stopped; that the British and other traders now gave the 
makers of the oil so extravagant a price for it, that the Chiefs who bought oil from the 
makers to sell again could make no profit on it; that a certain measure of oil for which 
the traders and supercargoes were willing to pay the price of ten heads of cowries 
(23s. value) should be sold by the makers of the oil (the inhabitants of the distant 
villages) for five heads of cowries to the King’s wives and Chiefs, who would then sell 
it to the traders and supercargoes at the higher price. Against the gross injustice that 
the drones around the King’s palace should derive so large a profit out of the industry 
of the laborious bees, the villagers naturally revolted ; they refused to bring oil to the 
Porto Novo market, and ceased manufacturing any more. 

Finding my efforts to alter such a system of trade were being frustrated by the 
intrigues and misrepresentations of the old slave-traders, many of whom are now at 
Badagry and Porto Novo, I begged of Lieutenant Glover (who was accompanied by the 
English supercargoes and traders from Badagry) to proceed on shore, have an interview 
with the King, and remonstrate with him, in my name, against the gross injustice being 
done to the manufacturers of palm oil, who would, rather than submit to it, keep back 
their oil from market and cease to make any more, and, above all, the great injury 
done to English commerce by the attempt to enforce such an arbitrary and unjust regu- 
lation, as that the villagers should surrender half the value of the product of their 
labour to be enjoyed by the King’s wives and Chiefs. After much talk and argument 
with the King, and informing him that he would incur the displeasure of Her Majesty’s 
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Government, and would lose the friendship of Her Majesty’s Consul, which the King 
had pretended he highly valued, he consented to annul the decree and to throw the palm 
oil trade thoroughly open as heretofore. Lieutenant Glover and his party then. toek 
their leave, informing the King, as I had previously directed, that on the trade being 
again ag open I would proceed to Porto Novo and pay him a friendly visit. 

The King having subsequently proclaimed, in the usual way, that the palm oil trade 
was to be freely open to all purchasers, the “Rainbow” and the “Brune,” on the 
following morning, got up steam and left Porto Novo, the “ Rainbow” reaching her 
anchorage off Lagos on the 30th ultimo. 

But great evil has heen done by attempting to enforce the unjust monopoly to the 
King’s wives and Chiefs of the purchase of all oils brought to market for half its value, 
as the villagers ceased making more oil, and two of the best months in the year for its 
manufacture have been lost. 

The whole of the palm oil shipped from the ports of Badagry, Porto Novo on the 
Sea, Appi Vista, and Godomey, is bought at Porto Novo market, amounting in the 
prosperous year 1857 to 5,750 tons, equal in value to 241,500/.; the total stoppage for 
two of the best trading months in the year was therefore most seriously felt. Happily 
the King’s town (unlike that of the King of Jaboo, situated twenty-two miles inland) is 
on the banks of the Lagoon, having ample depth of water for small class steamers. 








I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 
No. 11. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 9, 1860. 
No. 12. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell. 
(No. 10.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 19, 1860. 


C2 
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No. 13. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell. 
(No. 11.) 


Sir, ® Foreign Office, May 21, 1860. 


eee 
No. 14. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell. 
(No. 12.) ” ? 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 23, 1860. 





No. 15. 


No. 1.) Acting Consul Lodder to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 1. 
My Lord, Lagos, May 2, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive per the steam mail-packet “Ethiope,” on the 19th 
of April last, your Lordship’s despatch No. 5, Confidential, dated March 25, 1859, with 
an extract from the ‘“‘ New York Marine Register,” addressed to late Consul Campbell. 

I lost no time in furnishing Captain Sanderson, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘* Archer,” 
the Senior Officer of the Bights Division, with the copies. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 
No. 16. 
Acting Consul Lodder to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Lagos, May 7, 1859. 


I BEG to inclose to your Lordship an extract from the report of Mr. M‘Coskry 
and others of their mission to Jaboo Odé. : 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) EWD. F. LODDER. 


Inclosure in No. 16. 
Extract from the Report of Mr. M‘Coskry and others of their Mission to Jaboo Ode. 


ON the 16th we were early on our way, and distant about five miles, we came to 
Attiba, where we were strongly persuaded to remain till notice of our approach should * 
be sent to the King. We, however, pushed on, and only came to a stand close to the 
walls of Jaboo Odé ; we could not properly go any further without some one with us, so 
we all sat down under a tree, and had not been there long before a messenger from the 
King, accompanied by two other men, came to take us into the town. As we were now 
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out of the shade, some of our party put up their umbrellas, but were not long allowed 
to use them, as our guide intimated their use in Jaboo Odé was forbidden; we did not 
object, and so proceeded for twenty-five minutes, when we arrived at a respectable 
house in an open place, and found it was our lodging. We were then left to ourselves. 

After having rested and refreshed ourselves, we thought to take a stroll through 
the town, but had not proceeded far before we were stopped, and conducted civilly back 
to our lodgings, and told to stop there. The people would, I think, have preferred 
us to be at large, as they came in vast numbers to look at the white men, and we 
were compelled to have them driven out of the house, to prevent suffocation. When 
we moved towards them such a rush was made for the door that we feared to repeat 
it, in case some of the young ones should be cruslied to death. From what little we 
saw of the town, it must cover a great area, as much waste land and many clumps of 
large trees, probably idol groves, are interspersed with the houses within the walls. We 
saw no wells, and found some difficulty in obtaining a supply of water; they sent us 
some at last, so bad we could not even wash with it, on account of the smell. The 
man who brought it was rather offended at us for calling the water bad, and to show us 
there was at least no harm meant, he drank a large quantity. After a night of good 
rest, and no mosquitoes or other pest, on the 17th we sent to request an audience, as we 
began to think they were going to take no notice of us, but were agreeably surprised 
when sent for about 10 a.m. We were conducted some distance to a house of very 
moderate pretension even in this country, around which we found assembled about a 
thousand men, and sitting under the verandah were the Cabooceers and court officials, 
one conspicuous object being a dwarf’, whose duty it was to silence the crowd. Women 
and boys, unless the latter were the attendants of some Chief, were not allowed near, 
but they had several times to be chased away. We were not offered any seats, but 
appropriated some cases of gin and liqueurs, part of King Docemo’s present, and sat 
upon them. It was also very hot, as the tree under which we sat was bare of leaves, 
and, to complete our discomfort, a goat had been sacrificed and its carcase exposed not 
fifteen yards from where we sat, the stench from which was sickening. After some little 
time, and the usual exchange of compliments, we were requested to speak ; we directed 
the Interpreter to say that our mission was to the King, and to ask if we could not speak 
to him direct. We were told that was impossible, His Majesty not being accessible to 
strangers. We were prepared for this, having before heard the same, one of their 
customs of very old standing being to keep the King very secluded, perhaps that the 
Chiefs may have greater power; we therefore addressed the latter, and following our 
instructions, endeavoured to show the advantages to be derived by having an unin- 
terrupted palm oil trade, and hoped they would not continue the present system from 
any hopes that a stoppage of the oil trade would cause a revival of the Slave Trade, 
pointing ont the futility of any such attempt, and reminding them of their Treaty 
obligations to Great Britain on that head, and that a persistence in the present course 
would oblige our Government to stop their supp!y of such articles as came to them by 
sea, guns, powder, rum, cloth, &c.; we also reminded them that in the Treaty they had 
promised to permit Christian Missionaries to live amongst them and to teach, but that 
hitherto they had refused to admit them, endeavouring to show them what good they 
might derive from having their children taught the use of the English language and 
habits of civilization. 

After very little consideration, and apparently without consulting the King, a plump 
old man, of rather waggish appearance, crawled out from the verandah, and, having 
made a general obeisance by kissing the ground, addressed himself first to King 
Docemo’s messenger, and, after some derogatory remarks about His Majesty and his 
claims to the title of King, saying they were originally sprung from a runaway slave of 
the King of Benin, he went on and wanes why King Docemo, if he had anything to say to 
the King of Jaboo, could not send his messengers alone instead of bringing two white men 
with him; the Jaboos said he do not wish to see any white men in their country, and if 
any harm should arise from their visit, the King of Lagos would be held responsible ; and 
then, turning to us, he said their country produced no palm oil, and that in consequence 
of some quarrel they had with the Ibaddans, they were determined to prevent the latter 

assing through their country with their produce, neither would they purchase anything 
ots them. What they had in Jaboo they were willing to sell to the white men, and buy 
from them what they wanted ; but, as they produced no palm oil, they were resolved to 
have no dealing with it, and they denied making any attempt to revive the Slave Trade, 
.asking if we ever heard of their going out on slave-hunting expeditions like the Egbas. 
About Missionaries, without referring to any Treaty, they said they wanted none, and 
were quite content to live as they had done; they pointed to Abbeokuta, Ibadda, and 
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Ijaye, as examples, to show the effects of having white men or Missionaries among them, 
characterising the former particularly as thieves and slave dealers constantly at war to 
procure slaves, yet Abbeokuta have had Missionaries for many years, and during all 
these years Jaboo, where there have been no Missionaries, has been at peace. Docemo’s 
messenger now delivered his presents, a work of some little time, as he had to rub his 
hands over each article and then rub with his hands his own face and breast, to show 
if any fetish or medicine was attached he was willing it should fall on him. This over, 
we took our leave, and, returning to our lodgings, made preparation to leave, but found 
we could not get away that day, as we had yet to receive some presents, which custom 
bound them to offer and us not to refuse. We were sent for about 9 P.m., and, in the 
moonlight, we received two goats and a bag of cowries, and what was more to our 
satisfaction, our message-canes were delivered to us, in token that we were at liberty to 
go when we pleased. We had asked for a guide back to the boats and had been promised 
one, but that evening, in course of conversation with the Cabooceer who was our land- 
lord, we learned they did rot mean to send any, and he advised us to go in the morning 
without, waiting for any guide, in fact, he told us that as they had not asked us to come, 
and we had come without asking them, we might go the same way. We were not at all 
put about at this, as we asked for a man more to show the villagers on our way back 
that we had come and gone as friends than for the sake of his services ; so we got all 
ready for an early start next morning, and at 4 A.M. we were only waiting for some one 
to show us to the gate; but at last, having waited nearly an hour, an outlay of half a 
dollar procured a man who took us outside the walls all right. After this we had no 
difficulty, as we found it was market day at Egeni, and many were leaving for that place 
at the same time as we, and as we followed them we were saved detention at the 
villages, most of which the market people avoided; by keeping a more direct route we 
arrived at Egenie before mid-day, having walked the distance in somewhat less than six 
hours. The road is good, being nearly all through forest, and where that has been 
cleared, trees had been left on cach side to shade the road; we had not in the whole way 
more than a mile of unshaded road, and only one place had we to cross water; in the 
rainy season there may be two or three other places under water. Where the path lay 
over some low hills it was cut into deep ruts, exposing a ferruginous sandstone. We 
saw very few palm trees. Cassada and corn appeared to be the chief articles of 
cultivation. We met large quantities of salt of native manufacture going from Egenie 
towards the capital ; the salt is made on the sea coast extending between Lagos and Benin. 
We saw also considerable quantities of dyewocd, but it appeared to be of inferior 
quality; the natives use a good deal of it to redden their faces, hands, and feet ; we met 
many young females with their whole faces shining red. We looked round the market 
at Egenie, but in the absence of palm oil there is very little business done ; a few rolls of 
Brazilian tobacco and some foreign and native cloths and trinkets were all we saw. 

Having refreshed ourselves with a bath in the Lagoon and rested a few hours, we left, 
and arrived at Lagos at daylight next morning, 19th, having pulled all night against 
a strong head-wind and current. 

On returning from Jaboo Odé, as we made only one short stoppage, we took the time 
occupied between each place, and as we walked quick we could not have gone much 
less than four miles an hour, as follows :— 

By Compass. 
Jaboo to Atteba., 1 hour ei S.W. 





Atteba to Kale a0 1 15’ a S.W. 
Kale toOmu i 1 45’ x's S.E. 
Omu to Odé Ketu .. 1 25’ wre S.E. 
Odé Ketu to Egenie 1 oy S.E. 
(Signed) W. MCOSKRY. 
No. 17. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 16, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 21st ultimo, I transmit herewith an 
extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana,* reporting the 


* Class A, No. 74. 
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movements of vessels which are suspected of being intended for employment in the Slave 
Trade, and I have to desire that you will make known this information to Loanda 
Commissioners, to the Governor-General of Angola, and to the Commanders of any of 
Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to communicate. 
Iam, &c. 
(Signed) | MALMESBURY. 





No. 18. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 1.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 5, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, an extract of a despatch 
from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana,* containing infor- 
mation respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, and I have to desire that you will make known this information to the 
Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 19. 


Acting Consul Lodder to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Lagos, May 26, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive, per the steam mail-packet “ Athenian,” your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 8, dated April 23, 1859, transmitting for my information an 
extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at the 
Havana, reporting vessels which are destined to be employed in the Slave Trade, and 
also a memorandum giving the particulars of some further vessels intended for the 
employment in this Traffic. 

I have communicated the information contained in the inclosed papers to Com- 
mander Bowden, Her Majesty’s ship * Medusa,” Senior — of the Bights Division. 

have, 


Cc. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 





No. 20. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, a memorandumf containing information respecting 
vessels which have been reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being destined to be 
employed in the Slave Trade. I have to desire that you will communicate the 
information contained in the inclosed paper to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers on the West Coast of Africa Station. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* No, 453, + Containing substance of No. 
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Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 19, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, an extract of a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General in Cuba,* containing information respecting 
the movements of vessels which are suspected of being destined to be engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and I have to desire that you will make known this information to the 
Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of Africa Station. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 22. 


Acting Consul Lodder to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received September 15.) 
(No. 3.) 


My Lord, Lagos, July 1, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive, per the steam mail-packet “ Armenian,” your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 11, dated May 2], 1859, transmitting a memorandum of the 
list of vessels which cleared from the United States’ or Cuban ports, which are reported 
to be destined to be engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have communicated the information contained in the memorandum to Commander 
Bowden, Her Majesty’s ship “ Medusa,” Senior Officer of the Bights’ Division. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 





No. 23. 


Acting Consul Lodder to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received Septenber 15.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Lagos, July 5, 1859. 

{N answer to your Lordship’s despatch No. 9 of the 19th of May, addressed to the 
late Mr. Campbell, desiring him to inform your Lordship of any measures he could 
suggest likely to induce the King and Chiefs of the Jaboo country to allow the free 
transit of palm oil through their territories. ; 

I beg_to inform your Lordship that the palm oil has been coming to Lagos through 
the Jaboo country, although not so much as it should at this time of the season, but a 
great quantity of the oil from Ibadda, Ijaye, and Illorin, that formerly passed through 
the Jaboo country, now comes through Abbeokuta. I cannot suggest any measure to 
your Lordship without it would be force, which would be tended with difficulty, the 
town of Odé, the residence of the King, being twenty-two miles inland; but I am 
in hopes the King seeing that the oil is coming through Abbeokuta, will induce him 
before long to allow the free transit of it also through his country, as his own people * 
will complain soon for the common necessaries of life. d 

With regard to the state of the country in general, 1 am happy to inform your 
Lordship is quiet, although there is some difficulty at present to communicate with the 
camp at Rabba, as the carriers and loads I have lately sent away have been stopped at 
Abbeokuta, and I cannot but think that this evil has been occasioned by the interference 
of the Niger Expedition with domestic slavery ; formerly I could and have sent twenty- 
six carriers from here, and all have arrived safe at the camp, and since the departure of 
the Niger Expedition from here, all the difficulties of getting carriers, &c., has arisen. 

1 have written to the Alake Chief of Abbeokuta a very strong letter, and pointed 
ont to him the displeasure of the British Government in case he should allow British 
property to be plundered at the gates of his town. ; 

1 have also to report to your Lordship, that in consequence of several complaints 
from the British merchants and traders here that their stores were broken into and 
robbed continually, also palm oil stolen from the beach, I had to call upon the King to 


* No. 455. 
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carry out their country law (which is death) upon four natives who had been found 
guilty of stealing two puncheons of palm oil; one of the four natives happened to be a 
Chief's son, so there was a strong desire to get him off amongst the Chiefs, who offered 
slaves instead. I pointed out to the King the necessity of making an example, and more 
especially of the Chief’s son, as I knew many of the Chiefs had openly said if the son 
of a Chief was not to suffer the iaw of the country, there would be a good deal of 
robbery, and even murders committed; the King agreed with me, at the same time 
wishing his Chiefs to consent, which they did after some very long palavers, and on the 
20th of last month, the four culprits were executed ; since that I ave not heard of any 
thieving, so I am in hopes it will put a stop to it altogether. 
Trusting your Lordship will approve of the steps I have taken, I have, &c. 





(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 
No. 24, 
' Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 15.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Lagos, August 1, 1859. 


I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 13, dated June 16, 1859, 
with an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Havana, reporting 
the movements of vessels which are suspected of being intended for employment in the 
Slave Trade on the coast of Africa. 

T have, according to your Lordship’s instruction, made the same known to the Senior 
Officer of the Bights Division. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 
No. 25. 
No. 6.) Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 6. 
My Lord, Lagos, August 4, 1859. 


I BEG to inclose to your Lordship a correspondence between the Alake of 
Abbeokuta and myself with regard to loads and carriers sent from here to the Niger 
Expedition. 

The reason for my sending this correspondence to your Lordship, is on account 
of receiving a letter from Dr. Baikie, who states it is Lagos influence that causes their 
loads to be stopped; also, as if I had not done all in my power to relieve their wants. 
I am only sorry to think that it is entirely through Dr. Baikie’s own influence in 
troubling himself about the domestic slaves not only here but at Abbeokuta and other 
places, that has caused so much difficulty. 

I have also to inclose to your Lorabip a few extracts from letters received from 
Abbeokuta, which will, I hope, be sufficient for your Lordship to approve of my pro- 
ceedings. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 25. 
Acting Consul Lodder to the Alake and Basorun of Abbeokuta. 


Lagos, July 4, 1859. 
THE Acting Consul is very much astonished to find that the messengers sent from 
him to the British camp, at Rabba, with loads, have again been stopped at Abbeokuta, 
after the Alake and Chiefs informing Lieutenant Glover they were very sorry that his 
loads had been robbed, and it was entirely through Lagos influence, and that they 
would not allow Lagos influence to lead them again into error. So the Acting Consul 
cannot but feel pained that there is so very little reliance to be placed ms what the 
Crass B. 
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Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta say; that he feels it his duty to represent to the English 
Government that, on account of carriers and loads being stopped at Abbeokuta, and 
plundered to a great extent, it is not safe to keep up communication with the camp, as 
also the difficulty of getting carriers. 

The Acting Consul received the Alake’s letter with regard to the oil, and begs to 
inform the Alake and Basorun that he considers the one head of cowries too ine on 
every puncheon, but, as the Alake hopes many more white merchants will go to 
Abbeokuta, the Acting Consul cannot but point out to the Alake, that the duty will 
have the effect of keeping and driving them away ; also, they cannot feel their goods 
safe when the people are allowed to stop and plunder at every gate of the town. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 25. 
Acting Consul Lodder to the Alake of Abbeokuta. 


Lagos, July 16, 1859. 

THE Acting Consul must call upon the Alake to give him some answer to the 
late letter he must have received with regard to four carriers stopped, and their loads 
robbed, at one of the gates of the town of Abbeokuta. 

The Acting Consul wishes for a reply by his special messenger, so that he may 
know how to act with regard to white men, and to point out to the Queen of England 
the disgraceful conduct of the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta. 

The Acting Consul cannot but feel sorry to have recourse to such steps so soon 
after the late Consul, when in England, having mentioned so favourable of the Egbas 
in general, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 25. 
The Alake of Abbeokuta to Acting Consul Lodder. 


Abbeokuta, July 23, 1859. 


THE Alake sends his greetings to the Acting English Consul at Lagos. 

The Alake is very sorry the Consul’s letter has remained so long unanswered. He 
is still more concerned that so great a cause of complaint should exist against his people 
as that of robbing the loads belonging to the Niger Expedition. The Alake desires 
to assure the Consul that he will do his best to find out and punish the authors of this 
wrong, and also begs him to give him sufficient time, according to the nature of their 
customs, to find it out. The Alake sends the Consul a staff, to be sent with the loads 
he wishes to send to Abbeokuta, on their way to Rabba, in order to ensure respect from 
the toll-keepers and others who may presume to attempt to stop them again, and wishes 
that a correct list may accompany them, to prevent unauthorized persons joining the 
party. The Alake also begs the Consul to send a respectable emigrant, some one that 
is known as such, as conductor, and as a bearer of the Consular Staff as well as that of 
the Alake’s. 

Written for the Alake by me, 
(Signed) DAVID WILLIAMS. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 25. 
The Rev. H. Townsend to Acting Consul Lodder. 


(Extract.) July 5, 1859. 

I AM sorry to hear that Abdel Kader, Dr. Baikie’s Interpreter, has been playing 
some of his accustomed tricks ; if he does not divide and destroy the Expedition, he will, 
I expect, do something very near to it. I don’t think Dr. Baikie knows him. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 26. 
The Rev. H. Townsend to Acting Consul Lodder. 


July 14, 1859. 

{ AM not surprised that Mrs. Crowther is distressed about her husband, although 
1 believe there is no real cause for fear. I have written plainiy to Dr. Baikie what I 
think of his Interpreter. 

This Interpreter intrigued against Mr. Crowther last year, and has been intriguing 
against Mr. Glover at Ilorin and myself. I doubt not, therefore, the same man has been 
at work to procure a declaration from Dasabar, Chief of Ilorin, against Mr. Crowther 
in his absence ; there are many loads here belonging to Mr. Glover ; I cannot send them 
on; I have no funds even if I had carriers. I am afraid, unless the matter here is firmly 
ig the sending of loads up will be very unsafe ; as 1 am going away, I cannot attend 
to them. 


Your five men were, I believe, caught with all they had with them, at least no 
Chief denies it. 





Inclosure 6 in No, 25. 
The Rev, — Bickersteth to Acting Consul Lodder. 


(Extract.) July 25, 1859. 

I HAVE duly received your letter, and I lose no time to call upon the Basherun 
and inquire from him about the four carriers and one Brazilian (head man) whom you 
sent up here sometime ago and are missing. I am glad to state that the Basorun said 
that he heard something about them ; that it was the Igbein people who took the loads 
and caught the men; he says that he did not sce the men himself; he also said that he 
would be very glad for the Consul to hold the case very strongly, because the Igbein 
people are always doing mischief in their gate as well as on the River Ogun. 

T also called on the Alake; he also complains bitterly of the same people; your 
messenger will tell you more fully of the case. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 25. 
Acting Consul Lodder to the Alake of Abbeokuta. 


Lagos, July 29, 1859. 

THE Acting Consul presents his compliments to the Alake, and begs to thank him 
for the Staff, and being very desirous to send letters to the Expedition, has at once taken 
the opportunity of making use of it. 

The Acting Consul also begs to acknowledge the receipt of the Alake’s letter, dated 
July 23, and will, according to the Alake’s request, give him sufficient time to find the 
offenders, and only hope an example might be made of them to put a stop to the Egbas 
getting so notorious for robberies. 





No. 26. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 4.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 

I HAVE to state to you, in reply to your despatch No. 4 of the 5th of July last, 
that I approve of your having pointed out to the Chief of Abbeokuta the necessity of 
protecting British property from being plundered in transit through his country, but at 
the same time I have to observe to you, that the sentence of death, which you state you 
urged the Chief to inflict upon four natives who had been guilty of sae en oil, 
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0 


ence. 
I an, &c. 
(Signed J. RUSSELL. 





No. 27. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a memorandum,* containing information respecting 
vessels which have been reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being destined to be 
employed in the Slave Trade. I have to desire that you will communicate the information 
contained in the inclosed paper to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the 
West Coast of Africa. 





lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 27a. 
Mr. Hammond to Consul Brand. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of despatches from 
Lieutenant Glover, attached to the Niger Hxpedition, and from Dr. Baikie, in command 
of that Expedition, reporting that measures are being taken by British subjects at Lagos 
to carry on the Slave Trade. 
I have to instruct you, on your arrival at your post, to make inquiries into these 
circumstances, and to report to me the result. 
I have, &c 


(Signed) E. HAMMOND. ° 





Inclosure 1 in No. 27a. 
Lieutenant Glover, R.N., to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


My Lord, Ibadda, May 31, 1859. 


IN my despatch No. 5, dated Abbeokuta, May 4, 1859, I had the honour to report 
to your Lordship my arrival in Abeokuta, and that illness prevented me from placing 
elore your Lordship the full particulars of the annoyances and difficulties with which I 
had to contend, arising out of a state of things at Lagos, which I shall now proceed to 
lay before your Lordship. 7 a 

On the morning of May 18th, sixteen bearers with loads for the Expedition were 
dispatched by me under charge of my servant, William Shane, to proceed to Abbeokuta, 
and there wait for further orders. On the arrival of the mail from England, I sent off 
Dr. Baikie’s despatches, with orders to the said W. Shane to deliver them and the loads 
under his charge to Dr. Baikie at Rabba. The same day, while visiting King Docemo, 
he informed me that several of his slaves had joined my caravan on the road. | told him 
that I was alike ignorant of the fact as of their intention to have done this. He replied, 
«Then will you write to Abbeokuta that they may be given back?” I frankly replied 
that I would. I inclose a copy of the note on this subject to Mr. Townsend, Church 
Missionary Seciety’s agent at Abbeokuta. ; , 

Great belief prevailed in Lagos that I and my people were inducing slaves to 
abscond and join me on the road. My Lord, this | deny ; and my express and repeated 
orders to my people were that they should meddle in no way with any slaves, and to 
send all slaves away that came to them. These orders, my Lord, were strictly obeyed, 
and upwards of 200 were turned away from my house during my stay at Lagos. The day 


* Containing substance of No. 
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before my departure, I was informed that my Sierra Leone and Brazilian emigrants had 
gone into the bush, armed, with the intention of firing on myself and people, should any 
slaves be seen in the caravan. I called on King Docemo and informed him of this fact. 
He replied that he knew of it; but as he did not seem inclined to take steps to prevent 
any probable lost of life that might arise from this disturbed state of things, I told him 
that myself and people were quite prepared to repel any attack that might be made 
upon us. He told me that there were five of his slaves with my people, but upon 
inquiry I found that four were Houssa slaves, who had run from Kosoko at Epé All 
such people the King claims as his own, by what reason it is difficult to say. These 
people I refused to give up into the slavery of King Docemo, but I delivered them 
over to Mr. Acting Consul Lodder, who has since informed me that he has re- 
turned them into slavery, not that of their previous master, but into the slavery of 
King Docemo, who can have no legal claim to them. ‘The other man was found to 
belong to the village of Beshi, in the territory of Lagos, and was given up. 

I furthermore requested that king Docemo should send one of his people to examine 
my caravan at starting. This he did. I mention this to show your Lordship how 
entirely free I have been from the accusation brought against me of enticing and 
carrying of Lagos slaves. On my arrival at Otta I found that a Lagos Houssa creole, 
with eight armed men, had been hired by the Sierra Leone and Brazilian emigrants to 
follow me and stop my way. He boasted publicly in Otta that he would follow me to 
the end of the world (for what purpose was not made quite clear), and that he was to 
get four bags of cowries, equal to 3/. 12s., for every head he took back to Lagos. I 
made it publicly known that my people hai orders to shoot himself and people if 
they were everseen beyond Otta. This threat, I believe had the desired effect, for | saw 
no more of him. 

Arrived at Abbeokuta, I found that the before-mentioned sixteen loads under charge 
of my servant had been taken from him, at the Abbeokutan gate, by the authorities 
of that place, and were detained until May 14, when four loads were found to be 
missing, and those returned were found to have beea robbed of articles to the value of 
80 bags, or 651. sterling, During the detention of the loads the road to the interior was 
also closed. On the evening of the 14th, the Basorun, or second Chief, called upon me, 
stating that the reason I suffered this insult was in consequence of misrepresentations 
from Lagos, as to who I was and what I was doing in the country, but wished me to 

ive up the people said to be slaves to King Docemo. In the name of the Queen of 
Fngland I refused this! refused to allow Abbeokuta to interfere in a question between 
the King of Lagos and Her Majesty’s Government, and demanded a free pass for 
myself and people to the interior. All this was at once acceded to, and on the 17th 
instant Mr. Dalton left Abbeokuta with thirty-two loads and people under safe escort of 
messengers from the Alake and Basorun, remaining myself at Abbeokuta for the arrival 
of other loads, which for some reason were detained in Lagos, it having been found 
impossible, when I started from Lagos, to get bearers, owing entircly to the state of 
feeling which existed against myself, and, I believe, the Expedition generally. [ 
requested assistance from King Docemo, which was declined with some vague excuse. 

I called on the Alake, the Basorun, and Agobona, the principal Chiefs, and, as is 
the custom of the country, received the present of a bullock and sheep. In return for 
these I gave a present equivalent in value, taking great care tu explain to them that it 
was only in return for their presents, and that the repayment of the value of the things 
they had robbed from my loads would be referred to Her Majesty’s Government. They 
begged and entreated me to make no report to your Lordship, that they would pay the 
full amount, but did not state when. They are now fully aware, even according to their 
own country notions, that they have offered the Queen of England one of the greatest 
insults in detaining and robbing her messenger. 

Having received the loads from Lagos I left Abbeokuta on the 27th instant, leaving 
the Chiefs very penitent, and evidently feeling very much ashamed of their proceedings. 

I will now proceed to lay before your Lordship the present state of things at Lagos, 
from which I can alone deduce the cause of this antagonistic feeling on the part of the 
slave-dealing population of that place against the Niger Expedition generally, and 
myself in particular. In laying before your Lordship the following statements, I seek 
only inquiry and investigation, that their correctness and truth may be established. 
I must then deny that only domestic slavery exists in Lagos. From King Docemo 
down to the last emigrant arrived from Sierra Leone, all are slave-dealers, and the 
returned emigrants the worst of slave-masters' 

That the employés in the British Consulate are slave owners (nay, more, are slave- 
jealers), and that on the occasion of Her Majesty’s ship “Brune” and the steamer 
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“ Rainbow ” visiting Epé, I am credibly informed that on S. B. Williams, the Consul’s 
Interpreter, being dispatched to Odé, the capital of the Jaboo country, with a’ message 
from the late Mr. Consul Campbell, he combined on that occasion the selling of slaves 
with his official duties. It may be asked how is this man, with only a salary of 60/. 
per annum, to be the owner of 16 slaves, at an average value of 111. each. M y opinion 
is, my Lord, that, as the trusted official of the British Consulate, he has used that 
position to acquire these slaves, even without paying for some of them, in the usual 
manner common to Lagos, as I shall hereafter show your Lordship. That John Peter 
Boyle, the Consul’s Clerk, is a slave-owner, and has, during my stay in Lagos, pcssessed 
3 slaves: a man, a girl of sixteen, and a girl of eight years; that J. B. Pearce, the 
Consul’s messenger, has one or more slaves. 

My Lord, it is impossible that these men can have the interest of British policy at 
heart; and I myself have suffered much annoyance from S. B. Williams and J. B. 
Pearce, through their misinterpretations. It is said that slavery cannot be done without 
in Lagos. This, my Lord, I deny, and I hope | shall be able to lay clearly before your 
Lordship how, in course of time, this stain may be wiped out, not only from the Christian 
community of Lagos, but from the English flag that flies over the British Consulate, 
and which is, de facto, the ruling Power of Lagos, and recognized and acknowledged by 
all the Chiefs in the neighbouring countries as such. 

My Lord, the English Consulate at Lagos has assisted into slavery (into a fresh 
slavery to a new master) almost as many slaves as it has helped out. This, my Lord, 
is a grave charge, and is ridiculed by all that know the fact. Even the Alake at 
Abbeokuta laughed at it. 

I will now proceed to establish this charge. The late Mr. Consul Campbell claimed 

_all slaves that ran from the territory of Dahomey, and gave them his protection ; but 
only a moiety of these came to him, the rest being caught up by the slave-holders of 
Lagos in a way which I shall presently lay before your Lordship. 

All slaves that ran from Kosoko and Chiefs at Epé were given to King Docemo ; 
and I have seen slaves from Epé that have sought the protection of the English flag 
detained in the Consulate, while a messenger was dispatched to King Docemo to send his 
people and take them away. 

Why slaves from the territory of Porto Novo are refused protection, and are in a 
similar manner handed over to King Docemo to be returned by him to Porto Novo, 1 
will presently show ; but, unless demanded by the King of Porto Novo, which is not 
always the case, they become the property of King Docemo and _ his Chiefs, who 
speedily convert such doubtful property into money. 

I will state one instance which will establish the truth of the case in point, and 
which came under my own observation. A slave from Whydah, given to me by the late 
Mr. Consul Campbell to take back to his country (Houssa), had a wife, a runaway 
slave from Porto Novo, She had been caught by Ashobou, one of Docemo’s Chiefs, 
who chained her so soon as he heard that her husband was about to return to his country. 
I requested the late Mr, Campbell that this woman might be restored to her husband, 
and the case was brought before King Docemo, 8. B. Williams appearing on behalf of 
the Consul. S. B. Williams reported that the woman did not wish to return to her 
country with her husband. The woman is accordingly taken back to her chains; but 
in proof of the untruth of the statement of the Consul’s Interpreter, the woman, during 
the night, breaks her chains, and comes to her husband in my yard. I reported the 
circumstance to the late Mr. Consul Campbell, who desired that the woman should 
remain with her husband; but during the day a messenger comes from the King, and, 
through the influence of the said S. B. Williams, the late Mr. Consul Campbell reverses 
his decision, and orders her to be taken from her husband, and to be sent back to 
Porto Novo. Then followed a most heartrending scene, which was closed only by the 
woman being carried off by the neck and heels by the people of King Docemo. 

It is over such scenes, my Lord, that the British flag flies at the English Consulate 
at Lagos. 

Bat was this woman sent back to Porto Novo? No, my Lord: though some weeks 
had elapsed, | am credibly informed that she was still chained at Lagos when I left 
that place. 

I will lay before your Lordship the manner in which slaves running from Whydah, 
Porto Novo, Jaboo, Abbeokuta, and Epé, are again entrapped into fresh slavery at — 
They are chiefly Houssas, easily distinguished in appearance from surrounding tribes, 
and are considered the fair prize of any one fortunate enough again to enslave them. In 
crossing over to the island by canoes, the people in the canoe, under the guise of friend- 
ship, take them cither to their master’s or their own houses ; they bid them sit down in 
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peace, feed them, give them a country cloth, and sell them away as soon as possible, in 
a direction different to that in which they came to Lagos, or else hold them in pawn for 
the food and raiment they have given them. 

My Lord, it is the English name and the English flag that. induces these poor 
wretches to seek what they hear is the free soil of Lagos; they hear that their 
countrymen from Whydah are protected, and under safe escort are sent back to their 
home and country, and in their limited power of reasoning, they cannot understand the 
policy of the English Consul at Lagos who protects the slave from Whydah only because 
no palm oil comes from that country into Lagos, but refuses his protection to the slaves 
from the palm oil supplying countries, tearing lest the loss of one slave should reduce 
his trade report one gallon of the export trade of Lagos. 

I will now lay before your Lordship a plan by which free labour and a free popu- 
lation may he introduced into Lagos. 

It had long been the wish of the late Mr, Consul Campbell to detach from Kosoko 
his two principal Chiefs, Tappa and Popo, and seat them and all their slaves in Lagos, 
giving them that portion of clear ground laying behind the Hamburgh, Sardinian, and 
French factories (as shown in my chart), and called the race-course, and as these people 
would be nearly all Houssa slaves, they will have formed a Houssa town under the pro- 
tection of the English Consulate, and have been a protection to Lagos and a check upon 
King Docemo and the emigrants. This it was found impossible to carry into effect, 
owing to these Chiefs having taken the country oath to Kosoko, the form of which is to 
suck cach other’s blood, and then to swear upon it. But, my Lord, the blood of this 
disturber of the peace, and the terror of Lagos, might have been drawn in a different 
way and to much greater advantage ; the strength of Kosoko lies in his number of slaves, 
and those belonging tu the Chiefs Tappa and Popo, which | am informed far outnumber 
his own. 

Had the slaves which have run from Kosoko and his Chiefs, instead of being handed 
over to King Docemo, been seated down on the ground before mentioned, and allowed to 
build a free town under the protection of and close to the British Consulate, neither 
Kosoko nor his Chiefs would have had a slave remaining, and thousands of these Houssas 
would have flocked te this free Houssa settlement from the surrounding countries. Chiefs 
might have been chosen by themselves and placed over them, and I am confident that 
these people, safe only in Lagos, would have formed a useful and industrious commu- 
nity—a_ protection to Lagos, which would obviate the necessity of a vessel of war 
always being kept in the Lagoon, and would have been the greatest blow inflicted on the 
slave-dealing peoples in the neighbourhood of Lagos that they have yet received. 

Whatever may have been the reports of the late Mr. Consul Campbell, I must 
assure your Lordship that the farther penctration of the white man into the interior of 
Africa is attended with much danger; and, I think, if the returned emigrants do not 
receive some check, the result of white man’s enterprise, whether Missionary or Trader, 
will be attended with a very precarious result. 

My own is no isolated case. There is a general feeling abroad amongst Sierra 
Leone emigrants, that the white man has no business in this country, and that it is time 
that he left it. They do not hesitate to say this, and they are sparing no amount of 
bribes and agitation to effect this object. The Missionaries feel this at every step, and I 
myself have met it at Lagos, at Abbeokuta, and again at Ibadda. Up to this time, the 
Chiefs have been firm and true, but J doubt if something is not done by Her 
Majesty’s Government, that the constant pressure these people are exerting, may be 
attended with disastrous results. “These Sierra Leone people want the entire trade 
and intercourse with the interior to themselves, and the constant alarm they are 
pouring into the ears of the Chiefs and people is, that we shall come and take their 
country from them. 

I need hardly inform your Lordship that I have used all means to dispel these 
delusions, and trust I may succeed in doing so with the Chiefs of this place before 
I start for Rabba, which will be on Monday, June 6. 

There is a Mr. Scala, a Sardinian merchant, resident in Abbeokuta ;he goes to 
England by this mail; he is an intelligent, enterprising man, and could he be examined, 
could give very valuable information as to the state of things which I have taken 
the liberty of laying before your Lordship ; his address is Ford Fenn, Esq., 32, Botolph 
Lane, Great St. Helens, London. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) — JOHN H. GLOVER, Lieut., R.N. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 27a. 
Lieutenant Glover to the Rev. H. Townsend. 


Dear Mr. Townsend, Lagos, April 21, 1859. 

I HEAR that a number of the King’s slaves joined my servant, W. Shane, on the 
road, and I have promised that, if still at Abbeokuta, they shall be given back. I hope 
they have gone, in which case the thing is at an end. ill you kindly see that, if they 
should be with him, none but the King’s slaves are given up? I hope all have 

one off. 
' These slaves, on inquiry, proved not to belong to King Ducemo, and as my loads 
were said to have been detained on their account, and then robbed, they were not 
given up. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN H. GLOVER, Lieut., R.N. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 27a. 
Dr. Baikie to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


My Lord, Rdbba Nupe, Central Africa, July i9, 1859. 

LIEUTENANT GLOVER has shown me copies of the various despatches he has 
recently sent home to your Lordship about the Slave Trade carried on at Lagos by 
Sierra Leone and Brazilian residents, and I feel that the inquiry which Lieutenant 
Glover has pursued with so much zeal is one which requires the fullest investigation. 

Some of the points he has written about were just beginning to be hinted at as I 
left Lagos, but, prepared as I was to hear of a bad state of matters, I was almost 
startled at the gravity of some of his revelations. 

The state of affairs at Lagos is most unsatisfactory, and is chiefly owing to the 
criminal attempts of British subjects to perpetuate slavery, and the influence these 
persons exercise over King Docemo, who is almost a puppet in the hands of some of 
them, especially a Sicrra Leone Egba, of the name of Savage. The English merchants 
have all along been aware of all this, but they kept silent from a dread of incurring the 
displeasure of the late Consul, who, on more than one occasion, has been accused of 
making those who differed with him suffer in their trade. 

As long as there is such a demand for slaves among the liberated Africans who 
have returned to Lagos, Abbeokuta, and other Egba towns, so long will they be sent 
down in numbers from the interior, and so long will slave-hunting wars and raids be 
stimulated. 

Before very long I fear measures of a strong nature will have to be taken along 
the Bight of Benin, if it is desired that British commerce there, already very considerable, 
should be increased, and that British residents show; 1 be encouraged to settle in these 
oil-yielding and cotton-growing regions. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. BALFOUR BAIKIE. 
No. 28. 
Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell—( Received October 13.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Lagos, August 26, 1859. 


I HAD the honour to receive, by the steam-packet “ Athenian,” your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 1, dated July 5, 1859, transmitting, for my information, an extract of 
a despatch from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, reporting 
the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for the employment in the Slave 
Trade on the coast of Africa. 

[ will, according to your Lordship’s instructions, make the same known to the 
Senior Officer of the Bights Division. 

, I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 
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No. 29. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 6.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, extract of despatches as 
marked in the margin,* containing information respecting the movements of: vessels 
suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire 
that you will make known this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of: any 
of Her Majesty’s criizers with whom you may be able to communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








No. 30. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandumt¢ 
containing information respecting the movements of vesse!s suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known 
this information, confidentially, to the Commenders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
with whom you may be able to communicate. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 31. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Lodder. 
(No. 8.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 21, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandumt 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known 
this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
with whom you may be able to communicate. 


Ian, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
ee _———eEeE——— 
No. 31a. 


Consul Brand to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 25.) 


Sir, 1, James’ Street, Adelphi, October 22, 1859. 


I HAD the honour to receive your despatch of the 30th ultimo, inclosing copies of 
despatches from Lieutenant Glover and Dr. Baikie, in which they report that measures 
are taken by British subjects at Lagos to carry on the Slave Trade, and instructing me, 
on my arrival at my post, to make inquiries into these circumstances, and report the 
result. 

I shall not fail to give due obedience to this instruction. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 


a ee eee Ie 
* Nos. 462, 465, and 466. + Containing substance of Nos. 685, 686, 687, and 688. 
' } Containing substance of No, 689. 
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No. 32. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 9.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 3, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum* 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known 
this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
with whom you may be able to communicate. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 33. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 10.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 11, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, extract of a despatch, as 
marked in the margin,t containing information respecting the movements of vessels 
suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire 
that you will make known this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any 
of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to communicate. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 34. 


Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell.—{ Received November 11.) 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Lagos, October 5, 1859. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatches, No. 2, dated August 
16, 1859, and No. 3, dated August 19, 1859, transmitting for a an 


extract and a memorandum of vessels reported as being destined to be engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 


L have, according to your Lordship’s direction, communicated the information to 
the Senior Officer of the Bights Division. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 
No. 35. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 11.) 
Su, Foreign Office, November 22, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandumt 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


P.S.—A further memorandum containing additional Slave Trade information 
received since the above was written is herewith annexed.§ 


ee 


* Containing substance of No. 699. + No. 471. 
+ Containing substance of No... § Containing substance of No. 
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No. 36. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 12.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 5, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a despatch as 
mentioned in the margin,* containing information respecting the movements of vessels 
suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire 
that you will make known this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of 
Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to communicate. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


a. 
No. 37. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 13.) 


Sir, : Foreign Office, December 5, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of memorandat 
containing information respecting the movements of' vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade ; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
eS 
No. 38. 

Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 30.) 
My Lord, Lagos, November 2, 1859. 


I HAVE to inform your Lordship, in consequence of several reports having been 
made in Lagos, also King Docemo having sent to inform me, that Kosoko was preparing 
for hostile intentions, I thought it advisable to proceed to Epé. 

On the morning of October 3, I left in company with Lieutenant Hankinson, 
commanding the “ Brune,” in our boats, and after a very tedious passage of fourteen 
hours we arrived at Epé; it then being too late to have an interview with Kosoko, we 
remained at Tappa’s house (one of the leading Chiefs), and ane sent to inform 
Kosoko of our arrival, that we would pay our respects the next day. The same evening 
Kosoko sent his messenger to welcome us. 

The next afternoon Kosoko sent his messenger to say he was prepared to receive 
us. I then, with Lieutenant Hankinson, accompanied by Tappa, went to Kosoko’s 
residence, where we met him with his Cobooceers. Our reception was very friendly ; he 
invited us to partake of his hospitality, which we did. 

] must inform your Lordship that Kosoko has a great idea of coming back to 
Lagos, and said it was only the late Consul that kept him away ; he also expressed a wish 
T would do all I could with the new Consul that came out. 

I told him, as long as he rested quietly where he was, England would always be 
friends of his. Soon after we took our leave, intending to look after his war canoes, 
which were all in a state of preparation. One of his largest he appeared to be building 
very strong ; it is about seventy feet long, and the width ten feet, and capable of carrying 
several guns. 

Lieutenant Hankinson and myself left the same evening, arriving here the following 
morning. 

I soustiey there was every reason for King Docemo’s information, and that Kosoko 
was preparing for hostile intentions. 

The principal reasons for my trip was in consequence of King Docemo being 


* No. 480. t Containing substance of Nos. 694 and 695. — 
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afraid to send his own messenger, and I'knew I should have some difficulty in getting 
one in that case. 

I am sorry to inform your Lordship, soon after my artival I heard the white crew of 
the “ Brune” were to be replaced by Kroomen, as formerly. I inclose to your Lordship 
a ‘copy of my letter addressed to Commander Bowden, Senior Officer of the Bights’ 
Division, as well as a copy of his reply on the subject. 

The result is, that the “ Brune ” has been left with nine Kroomen to protect ‘British 
-property, while trying to enter more. 

I do not think [ should be doing my duty with regard to the merchants if'I did not 
bring this before your Lordship’s notice, that, although nearly every ten days a steamer- 
of-war calls off Lagos, that during that time all the property might’ be destroyed ; and I 
have good reason to believe that Kosoko has many friends here, that, should he make the 
attempt, would too gladly join him. 

I am sorry, also, to inform your Lordship a tire broke out on the 28th of last 
month; this, as well as all incendiary fires, was well prejudged, there being every 
appearance of a tornado coming on. The fire broke out just to leeward of the King’s 
residence, but fortunately the tornado passed over, and, with the assistance of Officers of 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Brune,” and merchants we were able to get the fire out, and I am 
thankful to say only about fifty houses were burnt. 

- IT have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 38. 
Commander Bowden to Acting Consul Lodder. 


Sir, “ Medusa,” Lagos, October 10, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th October, 
relative to the crew of the “ Brune,” which I will forward to the Commodore at Ascen- 
sion. In the meantime the white crew must be sent in “ Spitfire.” : 

I must point out to you that Lagos is very seldom left for more than ten days with- 
out a man-cf-war, and that should hostilities really commence, or should there be any 
great probability of them, or shuuld the “ Brune” be required to pioceed up the Lagoon, 
it will be my duty to see that she is efficiently manned. In the meantime, I do not intend 
exposing my men, after three years on this station, in the Lagoon, unul T have received 
further instructions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 38. 
Acting Consul Lodder to Commander Bowden. 


Sir Lagos, October 7, 1859. 
? 

AS LI understand the white men of the “Brune” are to be taken out, I beg to 
inform you I consider it would be very unadvisable at present to leave the “ Brune”’ in 
an inefficient state, as, by my trip to Epé, 1 consider that there is, no doubt, that 
Kosoko is preparing for hostile intentions. 1 point this out, in case you may think it 
advisable to relieve the crew by white men, as I consider, should Kosoko just now hear 
of the white men having left, I should not be as he a an attempt for Lagos. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 


a 


ae 
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No. 39. 


Rites Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
o. 31. 


My Lord, Lagos, November 3, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of the arrival and departure of the 
French steamer-of-war “Renaudin,” Captain Barbotin. 

I beg to acquaint your Lordship of an occurrence which took place during the stay 
of Captain Barbotin on shore, which has been forwarded to me by King Docemo ; and I 
have the honour to inclose, as it has caused alarm amongst the greater part of the popu- 
gt as well as a very bad feeling towards the Agent residing here belonging to 

. Régis. 

On the morning of the 22nd October, Captain Barbotin called at the Consulate, and 
informed me he had seen the King the day previous, to know the reason a M. Louis 
Lamagniere had been fined so heavily and turned away from Lagos; he also informed me 
that King Docemo said it was the Consul’s affair, he could not do anything in it, which, 
by inclosed (No. 1), your Lordship will see was not the case; and then the following 
questions were put to me by Captain Barbotin :-— 

“ Do the same Articles of Agreement with the King stand good for French subjects 
as well as English ?” 

“ Yes.” 

“ Does the 4th Article stand good, that no merchant’s trade shall, at any time, be 
wa on any account whatever, except for directly refusing to pay the duties?” 

“Yes.” 

“Then why was M. Lamagniere stopped by his being turned away from Lagos?” 

1 informed Captain Barbotin, M. Lamagniere was not the only one fined by King 
Docemo, but an English and German, who had both paid, and I could not see why the 
King should allow M. Lamagniere to come back without paying ; but if the King left it 
with me, I would see what I could do. I also informed Captain Barbotin it was some 
time ago, in the late Mr. Consul Campbell’s time. 

Captain Barbotin also said, in my presence, he could come and blow down and 
destroy the town in a very short time, then left the Consulate, first informing me he did 
not consider there was sufficient protection for French subjects, but of course he should 
communicate with his Commodore on the subject. 

In looking over the late Mr. Consul Campbell’s despatches, if your Lordship will 
refer to Slave Trade (No. 1), Febrnary 2, 1855, it will give a good deal of information 
concerning M. Lamagniere ; also, Slave Trade (No. 10), March 2, 1858, will explain 
the inclosure No. 2 of my despatch ; my-inclosure No. 3 is an interpretation from the 
Interpreter for the French factory. 

1 should not have troubled your Lordship with this long despatch, only on my 
wishing to call on Captain Barbotin the next day, [ was informed he had gone to Epé to 
pay a visit to Kosoko, and his vessel was to meet him at Palma ; so not having had an oppor- 
tunity to bring the affair to an amicable mecting between Captain Barbotin and King 
Docemo, I thought I was justified in forwarding copies of King Docemo’s letters, trusting 
your Lordship will approve of my so doing. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 





Inclosnre 1 in No. 39. 
King Docemo to Acting Consul Lodder. 


Lagos, October 23, 1859. 


THE King of Lagos presents his best regards to the Acting Consul, with hopes he 
is well. ; 

The King’s object in presenting this communication is simply to acquaint the 
Consul of the visit of a French officer with Messrs. Aymes and Lamagniere. The 
following conversation took place between them and the King. ; : 

After some friendly salutation, the French officer began to question the King as 
follows :— , 

“What was the offence of my countryman, Lamagniere, that he was driven 


‘30 AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Benin. 


out of your country? What was his crime that such an amount of money was required 
of him asa fine? ‘Do you not know that my countrymen are not to be ill treated as 
you have done to M. Lamagniere? I declare to you now,” he said, “that within five 
days hence, if you do not exert yourself towards the restoration of M. Lamagniere to 
Lagos, I will get a hundred ships-of-war, and blow up Lagos with its inhabitants. We 
are not to be compared with other European nations.” 

M. Lamagniere, pene these words of the French officer, all of a sudden rose up 
and said to the King—* Now, kill me if you like, and see if my blood will not be 
required from you.” Mr. aoe also took the liberty of giving vent to the following 
words, as he could not see the King’s right over him in interfering with cases which do 
not concern the King, but between him and his Canoemen and Kroomen, when he 
punishes them (for he had ran or penetrated a knife through the arm of a Krooboy, 
and the same ran to the King for protection). He also asked the King whether it was 
the King who got the Krooman for Mr. Aymes ? 

The King, having patiently heard all the above words, and the answers of the King 
were, that Lamagniere’s offence was in that he loaded a canoe with goods and sent it 
to Epé, after a public proclamation had been made to prohibit such a course of 
proceeding. The King also told the officer, that for this reason, and in default of his 
paying the fine imposed upon him as an alternative, M. Lamagniere was driven away 
from Lagos. The King told officer, furthermore, that M. Lamagniere owes him no 
other sum of money than the amount of the fine imposed upon him in consequence of his 
transgression of the law mentioned above. Also, he told the officer that he would never 
ill-treat any Frenchman nor any European causelessly: but he would not fail in 
inflicting condign punishment on any, according to the nature of the case of their crime. 
The King also told the officer that Mr. Sandeman, an Englishman, was sent away from 
Lagos for refusing to pay a fine which justice demanded. Mr. W. M’Coskry and 
Mr. Deiedirichson were fined for going to Epé contrary to the King’s order, and having 
paid the fine, and therefore were allowed to remain at Lagos. Lamagniere must pay 
the fine if ever he is to be restored to Lagos, but not before. The King, in a fearless 
manner, told the officer to come with his hundred ships to force the restoration of 
Lamagniere to Lagos. The King also told the officer that if Englishmen, to whose 
Government he owes for so much acts of unmerited kindness, were made to pay fines 
when justice requires it, why cannot M. Lamagniere pay the fine? Lamagniere, to 
whose Government the King owes nothing. The King also told Mr. Aymes, that if 
kindness, not cruelty, be shown to the Canoemen and Kroomen all would be well with 
Mr. Aymes; but should he otherwise ill-treat the men, he would then be made to see 
the King’s right to see justice done, and the King’s right over any one in the wrong. 

The officer wanted the King to decide all the case before he left Lagos, but the 
King told him he could not do so, because he has his men to consult with. 

KING DOCEMO, of Lagos. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 39. 
King Docemo to Acting Consul Lodder. 


Lagos, October 1859. 


HIS Highness King Docemo, of Lagos, deems it necessary to brought before 
Her Britannic Majesty Consul, the statement of Mr. Aymes, the agent for the French 
factory here, which 1 beg to furnish you with them. ; 

n the 21st instant, when he had accompanied the Captain of the French man-of- 
war to my palace, that he was long wished to know from me what business have I to 
interfere with him, together with his crew men and Canoemen. If it’s I who brought 
those men for him? or what is it? He could not say anything previous to this, but 
now he is strong as their man-of-war is come. He hopes that his Highness from date 
must stay from sending my staff to him, and from thence he is allowed to do whatever 
he likes in his own yard. As he is not an Englishman but French, furthermore he will 
not allow his Highness to rule over him any more. If he flogged any of his people his 
Highness must not send any staff to him. Then the Captain of the _man-of-war 
corroborate with the same. His Highness begs to acquaint Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul that he will not allow any one whatever to do as he pleases in his territory, 
either white or black, such as in a way of ill treatment in servants or any workman. 
Should Mr. Aymes harm any of his people his Highness will call upon him for the same. 
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And if do not give a sound reason for the same he will be fined, and if refuses to pay he 
will be called upon to leave “ country. 

His Highness have been long conveyed suspicion with the French factory, when 
they have laid the foundation of their walls that they are thinking to do some mischief 
hereafter. Why, because a mere palm oil trade cannot induce them to erect such 
buildings, and then afterwards they places much cannon in the said factory. Notwith- 
standing all this, the land is my fathers’ and not theirs; but if they wish to take the same 
by force, when the period arrive all the world shall see it; because I see that they are 
to take my land to give Kosoko, so that they may have opportunity to carry on 
Slave Trafficking, but they are for mistaking. 


KING DOCEMO, of Lagos. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 39. 
Mr. Williams to Acting Consul Lodder. 


Lagos, October 23, 1859. 

I, THE Undersigned begs to furnish you with the accounts and statements of the 
Interpreter for the French man-of-war’s Captain (Mr. Megail or Padro Son), which 
statements was tested by some of the King’s messengers and some Brazilian emigrants. 
He stated that five - ago he was sent with a staff to the King by his employer, to 
inform his Highness that a French man-of-war lying in the Roads of Lagos; and the 
Captain of the same come on shore, and wished to see his Highness, so I went and 
deliver the message. 

His Highness’ reply was, that he will be engaged the next day, he will not be able 
to see the Captain. I then told the King that the man-of-war will probably go away the 
next day ; so his Highness says that the Captain come at 10 o'clock; so I returned to 
deliver the message to the said Captain. Then the Captain says, why did not King agree 
that he should be there at 8 o’clock, because he generally breakfasted at 10. Until the 
next morning at 10 o’clock they went to His Highness’ palace, and seats was provided 
for them to wait for his Highness, during which time his Highness’ boys was playing and 
laughing at his Highness’ palace. The Captain seems vex at the scene; then after his 
Highness came out and take his seat. The said Captain saluted his Highness ; then the 
captain asked the King what is the matter between he and Mr. Lamagniere Louis. His 
Highness reply that ask Mr. Louis; the Captain says he will not, but his Highness 
must tell him what was the cause. His Highness says that Mr. Louis must talk, but 
the Captain refused to let Mr. Louis talk ; so his Highness then told the Captain that 
there was a time when a certain law was enforced that no canoe or boat should convey 
gunpowder, rum, and clothes to Epé by the Lagoon, excepting permission granted to 
any by his Highness previously ; after which law have been enforced Mr. Louis loaded 
a canoe with rum and clothes, and send to Epé by Lagoon, so his Highness’ boys seized 
the said canoe, and then sent to Louis about it, but no reply thereto. About two or 
three times his Highness send to him, but no reply ; and his canoe and goods that was 
seized were delivered to him; after which a penalty was inflicted upon him, which he 
refused to pay, so his Highness told him to leave his country, as he refused to pay the 
fine. Then the Captain informed me to tell his Highness that he must allow Mr. Louis 
to stay here; if he refused to let him return, he (the Captain) will let him come by 
force. If he seems to think hard about it, and he will send for about 100 man-of-war 
to consume the whole town, both Lagos with its Europeans that are there. Mr. Lonis 
stated its through the late Consul Campbell, which causes the King to fine him, and not 
ofthe King’s likeness, for the King is a very good man ; but the Interpreter did not relate 
the same to his Highness at all, so what the King informs the Consul is sent true. This 
was told me by the Interpreter, in the presence of Mr. Anthony Daniel, orshor, Bezando 
Francisco, alias Abijor. The King’s messenger is soguro, and before the Captain left he 
even compel the King to give him his word that he must allow Mr. Louis to re-establish 
his business here again; he spoke three times repeatedly, but the King refused, and 
stated that not unless Louis pay his fine before he can be allowed to come here. 

Written by Samuel B. Williams, Interpreter for the British Consulate for the 
Bight of Benin, Lagos. 
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No. 40. 


Acting Consul Lodder to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 32.) 
Mv Lord, Lagos, November 9, 1859. 
THERE having been a report that a French gun-boat was to be stationed in the 
river has caused the native traders to write me a letter concerning the same, and 
requesting me to forward their wishes to the Home Government, therefore I have the 
honour to inclose a copy of their letter to your Lordship. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 


Inclosure in No. 40. 
The Native Traders at Lagos to Acting Consul Lodder. 


Sir, Lagos, November 7, 1859. 

IN consequence of Commander Barbotin, of the ‘“Renaudin,” French vessel-of- 
war, having publicly stated that his Government has purposed placing a gun-boat in the 
Lagos River, we, the undersigned native traders of Lagos, with the consent of King 
Docemo, beg respectfully that you will kindly represent to the British Government that 
we consider such a proceeding unnecessary on the part of the French Government : 

That the present English gun-boat, if retained in the river, with the assistance of the 
British Consul, is quite sufficient to preserve the peace of the place, and to afford 
protection to all parties pursuing legitimate trade : 

That there is but one French factory at Lagos, and that this, as well as all the 
other European establishments, avail themselves of the services of the British Consul, and 
in no case has there been any complaint that all have not been equally protected : 

That with two gun-boats of two different European nations in the river, and each 
asserting a certain amount of authority, we have every reason to fear that disputes will 
arise, and that the welfare of the place will be seriously injured thereby : 

That, as on other parts of the West Coast of Africa, French traders have, 
under the protection of their Government, established a system of emigration, which on 
any part of the Coast of Africa can be nothing but a Traffic in Slaves, we have good 
reason to fear that some such Traffic may be attempted here, to the disturbing, not only 
of the peace of Lagos, but of the several towns in the interior with which Lagos is 
connected, and the destruction of the legitimate trade so happily established under the 
protection of the British Government. 

Having, at a public meeting, carefully considered all these circumstances, we have 
requested our Chairman, Mr. S. B. Williams, to lay before you our views and wishes in 
order that you may kindly place the same before Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, 
and, in doing so, we trust we shall have your support in the views we now express, and 
that Her Majesty’s Government will kindly take such measures as may be necessary to 
guard us from what we cannot but lcok upon as a threatened evil. 

We have the honour to be, your obedient servants, 
(Signed) S. B. WILLIAMS. 
(And 37 others.) 





No. 4l. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 14.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 15, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum* 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known 


* Containing substance of Nos. 696 and 697. 
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this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


T am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
NN ,,,,,,,,,,,. . 
No. 42. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 15.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 20, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum* 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade ; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 48. 
Lord Wodehouse to Consul Brand. 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 22, 1859. 


I AM directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter 
from the Audit Office, relative to a bill drawn by the late Mr. Consul Campbell, for the 
sum of 225/., for the established annual allowance granted to Kosoko, ex-King of 
Lagos. 
It would appear that sundry articles, consisting of plate, a dinner and breakfast 
services, to the value of 931. 14s, 8d., were purchased by Mr. Campbell for Kosoko, out 
of the proceeds of the bill in question, but that, in consequence of certain hostile pro- 
ceedings on the part of that Chief were not delivered to him, but were retained at Her 
Majesty’s Consulate at Lagos ;I am, therefore, to desire that you will report to Lord 
John Russell whether the articles in question are still in deposit at the Consulate, and if 
not, what has become of them, and you will also endeavour to ascertain in what manner 
the balance of the proceeds of the bill in question, amounting to 1311. 5s. 4d., was dis- 
posed of by Mr. Campbell. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 44, 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. J.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 2, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandumt 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known 
this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
with whom you may be able to communicate. 

I I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


SS 


* Containing substance of No. 698. + Containing substance of No. 700. 


Crass B. 


. 
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No. 45, 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(N oO, 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum * 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for emptoyment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 

1 am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 46. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 3.) 


Sir, ‘ Foreign Office, January 28, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum t 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known 


this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 





Iam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 47. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 


1 TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum { 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I[ have to desire that you will make known 
this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
with whom you may be able to communicate. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 48. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, Lagos, December 20, 1859. 


IN Lord Clarendon’s despatch No. 4, March 8, 1857, his Lordship approved of 
Consul Campbell affording protection, under certain conditions, to emigrants from 
the Brazils. It appears to have been the custom with these emigrants, as well as with 
emigrants from Cuba, on their arrival here, to deposit their passports for safe keeping in 
this Consulate, and it further appears that my predecessor gave passports to these 
emigrants on their returning, as many of them have done, to the Brazils, doubtless for 
the purpose of showing that they were really free persons, 

The following case, respecting one of these emigrants, a young coloured girl, named 
Henriquita, came before me some days ago:—it appears that both the girl and her 
mother, a native of Yoruba, were the slaves of a Senhor José Martins de Couto Vianna, 
in Bahia. The mother procured her freedom, and, some time afterwards, the freedom of 


* Containing substance of Nos. 494, 496, 701, and 703. + Containing substance of No. 497. 
Containing substance of No. 498. 
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her daughter was purchased, by the payment of 300 dollars to Senhor Vianna. The 
sister of the mother and aunt of the girl came and settled at Lagos in the year 1854, 
and, with the consent of her mother, the aunt brought along with her the girl to this 
place, where she still resides. 

A short time ago, the aunt sent me a letter stating, that there was an intrigue to 
get the girl to go back to Senhor Vianna, her former owner; that letters had been 
written, setting forth that the girl’s mother wished her to do so; that Senhor Vianna’s 
friends here had by promises gained the girl’s consent to return, and asking me to 
prevent her departure to what would he a second slavery, if not a more degrading 
condition, at least until such time as she should have the means of communicating with 
the girl’s mother and ascertaining her wishes. 

Three separate deputations of Brazilians, one of them headed by the Agent of the 
Sardinian Consul, waited upon me to urge me to deliver up the girl’s passport from the 
Brazils, which is deposited in this Consulate, and also to give her a new one to return 
to Bahia. They showed me two letters, which they said were from the girl’s mother, 
but which, on examination, I found to be written, not by her mother, but by her former 
owner, Senhor Vianna, and signed with his name. In these circumstances, I deemed 
the request of the girl’s auut a reasonable one, and J declined either giving up the girl’s 
original passport or issuing a new one, until I should have authentic information that it 
was her mother’s wish that she should return. The deputation then became rather 
noisy, spoke of protests for losses and damages, arising out of my endeavouring to detain 
at Lagos a free person who wished to leave the place. I replied, that I had not the 
power to detain the girl if she wished to go, but that I would not be a party to her 
departure by giving her a passport; that the girl was a minor; that her natural 
protector was her mother, from whom I had no communication, the letters presented to 
me being those of the girl’s former owner when a slave; that her next relative, her 
aunt, to whose care she had beer confided by her mother, was opposed to her leaving ; 
but that, should her mother send me an authentic declaration, made before Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, or otherwise satisfy me that it really was her wish that her 
daughter should return, then I would not hesitate to comply with the request of the 
deputation. They then left, with a grumbling admission that what 1 had proposed was 
reasonable, and that it would be complied with. 

Whether the fears of the girl’s aunt was well founded or not, it was clear that 
great influence was at work among the Brazilians here to ensure her return; and this, 
coupled with the letters from Senhor Vianna, induced me to follow the course now 
reported. 

There seems to be no authority in the General Instructions for Consuls giving 
passports to any person who is not a British subject or an Ionian. The circumstances 
of this place are, however, exceptional, and it has grown into a custom, not only among 
returning Brazilian emigrants, but also among foreigners generally, on leaving Lagos, to 
ask a passport from this Consulate. 

I inclose a form of these passports, and, perhaps, your Lordship may honour me 
bei your opinion upon the practice of granting them which has hitherto prevailed 

ere. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 


Inclosure itt No. 48. 
Form of Passport. 


British Consulate, Lagos, 18 . 


Permission is given to , an African of free condition, to proceed 
from this place to » in the _ 

All Kings and Potentates at amity with Her Britannic Majesty are requested to 
allow the said to. proceed to his destination without let or hindrance. 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the said Consulate. 


(L. 8.) » Consul. 
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No. 50. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell_—(Received February 13, 1860.) 
(No. 11.) 


My Lord, Lagos, December 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copies of letters which have passed between 
Mr. J. W. Johns, Master of the vessel “‘ David Cross” of Bristol, Commander Bowden, 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Medusa,” and myself, relative to a debt due by a 
Brazilian named José de Santos, resident at Godome, which debt he refused to pay, in 
consequence, as alleged, of an order from the King of Dahomey, arising out of a 
suspicion that Mr. Johns had given information which led to the capture of a slaver 
by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Spitfire.” 

My suspicion that the alleged order of the King of Dahomey was a pretext for 
escaping the payment of a heavy debt was confirmed by letters which Mr. Johns showed 
me soon after the date of his application from a correspondent at Godome, who assured 
him that the debt would be paid, and earnestly dissuaded him from saying a word about 
the matter to the Consul. 

Commander Bowden has returned to this anchorage, and informs me that he had 
received a reply from the Yervogar, denying that any such order as that alluded to had 
been issued either by the King or himself, and stating that he had sent a messenger to 
Godome to investigate the matter, and should it appear that José de Santos had been 
using his name, or that of the King, he would be punished. Commander Bowden was 
subsequently waited upon by an officer sent by the Yervogar, who thanked him for 
bringing the matter to their knowledge, assured him that it was the great wish of the 
King to have English and American traders living in his country, that the debt would 
be paid, if found to be as stated, and further promised to let Commander Bowden know 
the result of the inquiry which had been instituted. Mr. Juhns proposes leaving this 
places in a few days, in the hope of being able to recover the amount of the debt. 

I have warned him of the character of the person with whom he is dealing, but in 
regard to this he did not seem to be ignorant. 1 inclose copies of these papers, because 
they bear upon two points which have frequently been noticed, namely, the combination 
of slave-trading transactions with the trade in palm oil, and the complications which 
arise out of the pernicious system of giving large credits. 

With reference to the former, I may state that, although the greater part of the 
slaves on board the American brigantine “John Harris,” captured by the “ Spitfire,” 
belonged to the notorious Domingo Martinez, himself an exporter of palm oil, it appears 
that thirty of them belonged to this same José de Santos ; and, as regards the latter, 
although I entertain but little hope of any beneficial result, yet I trust your Lordship 
will approve of the republication of the circular issued by my predecessor on the 31st 
July, 1857. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 50. 
Mr. Johns to Consul Brand. 


Sir, : Lagos, December 8, 1859. 

I HAVE to call upon you for advice and assistance under the following circum- 
stances :— 

In the month of June last, I sold Senhor José de Santos, a Brazilian merchant 
residing at Godome, cargo from the English ship “ David Cross” of Bristol, amounting 
to 16,972 gallons of prime palm oil, for which I hold his note of hand, payable in thirty- 
five days from the date of the transaction. I have been to Godome three different times 
since the amount became due, and have only received 6,844 gallons of oil. When there, 
in the month of September, there was a cargo of slaves shipped, and being soon after- 
wards captured by Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ a ee Captain having shortly before 
boarded my ship, the shippers accused me of having informed the man-of-war of the 
shipment, and fr this Senhor de Santos, by order, it is said, of the King of Dahomey, 
refuses to pay me the balance of oil due, amounting to 10,128 gallons. I was at 
Godome at the Ist instant and left the 4th; during my stay I sent several times for oil, 
and was informed by Senhor José de Santos that he would ship no oil till I came on 
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shore, which, under the circumstances, I could not do, I therefore left, and have no other 
course open but to apply to you as a British subject, in charge of British property, for - 
your protection. e% 

ave 


&e. 
(Signed) J. W. JOHNS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 50. 


Consul Brand to Mr. Johns. 


Sir, Lagos, December 9, 1859. 

I HAVE received your letter of yesterday’s date relative to the refusal of the 
payment of a debt due to you by Senhor José de Santos, of Codome. 

I shall transmit a copy of your letter to the Senior Officer of this Division as a 
preliminary step in the matter, and I avail myself of the present occasion to recall your 
attention to the copy herewith inclosed of a circular warning Captains and Supercargoes 
against giving out cargoes on credit to the traders on shore, issued by my predecessor on 
the 3lst July, 1857, and subsequently approved of by Her — Government. 

ve, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 50. 


Consul Brand to Commander Bowden. 
Sir, Lagos, December 9, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy of a letter addressed to me by 
the Master of the merchant vessel “‘ David Cross” of Bristol, relative to the non-payment 
of a debt due to him by a Brazilian named José de Santos, residing at Godome, which 
refusal, it is said, proceeds from an order of the King of Dahomey, arising out of a 
suspicion on the part of the slave-dealers that the Master of the “ David Cross” gave 
information which led to the capture of a slaver by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Spitfire.” 

You of course know best how far you can assist in this matter; but as it is of 
importance to ascertain whether all the facts of the case are set forth in Mr. Johns’ 
letter, I should feel much obliged for whatever aid you can give me in this respect. 

As it is possible that the Brazilian in question may be putting forth an order from 
the King of Dahomey as a pretext for escaping from the payment of a heavy debt, it 
would be very desirable could you ascertain that such an order has actually been issued ; 
and also if you could inform me whether any recent acts of that Chief are such as to 
lead to a belief that he is systematically endeavouring to put at end to legal commerce 
carried on by British subjects within the range of coast over which he claims a jurisdiction. 

In acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Johns’ letter, I inclosed to him a copy of a 
circular issued by my predecessor, and which received the approval of Her Majesty’s 
Government, warning Captains and Supercargoes against giving credit to the traders op 
shore. 

In present circumstances I have thought it might be well to re-issue that circular. 
I accordingly beg to inclose herewith twenty copies of the same, and to ask you to have 
the goodness to use the means at your disposal for distributing them as widely as possible 
among the parties referred to, who may be trading within the limits of the Division under 
your charge. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 50. 


Circular addressed to the British Masters and Supercargoes at Lagos. 


Lagos, July 31, 1859. 
HER Majesty’s Consul warns the Captains and Supercargoes of British merchant 
vessels, trading in the Bight of Benin, against giving out these cargoes on credit to the 
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traders on shore, as the very active revival of Slave Trade in the Bight of Benin, in 


violation of the Treaty es concluded by the King of Dahomey and other 
Chiefs with Her Majesty’s Government for its suppression, may render it necessary for 
Her Majesty’s Government to adopt some stringent measures to compel a faithful 
observance of their Treaty engagements by the King of Dahomey and the seaboard 
Chiefs. ~*~ 

Her Majesty’s Consul reminds the Captains and Supercargoes that no satisfaction 
whatever has yet been obtained from the King of Dahomey or the Yervogar of Whydah 
for the plunder of the “ Columbine’s ” cargo and the ill-treatment of her crew, nor have 
the papers of that vessel been restored, although repeatedly demanded of the 


Yervogar. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL, Consul. 
Re-issued at Lagos this 9th day of December, 1859. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 50. 
Commander Bowden to Consul Brand. 


Sir, “ Medusa,” Lagos, December 12, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
with its inclosures. I am of opinion that the Master of the ‘* David Cross” has been 
hasty in bringing this affair before the Government Officers, as his complaint appears 
all conjecture; thus, by order, it is said, of the King of Dahomey, then, was informed 
by José de Santos, that he could ship no oil till 1 came on shore, which, under the 
circumstances, I would not do. 

That he has no other course open I deny ; he should have gone on shore, and taken 
means to ascertain what foundation there was for all the assertions he has made, and 
would then in all probability have received his oil. On the other hand, the traders 
have all been repeatedly warned against giving goods on credit, but he has chosen to 
do so, and to one of the most notorious slave-dealers in the Bights, who‘owned part of 
the slaves in the vessel lately captured by “ Spitfire.” 

I will, however, proceed to Whydah, and communicate, if possible, with the 
Yervogar, who has, under the King of Dahomey, the whole management of their coast 
and its trade. As regards the recent acts of the King of Dahomey, I have had trust- 
worthy information that his people are now constantly engaged in slave hunts, both for 
the purpose of procuring victims for his sacrifices, which daily take place, and for 
shipment from the coast. 

The Yervogar has not tried to stop commerce, so far as I can learn from 
Mr. Dawson (black), the only British merchant in Dahomey; he lately ordered that no 
more supplies were to be sent to men-of-war; but on my remonstrating with him, he 
wrote to say that, as we were at peace, of course I could receive supplies as usual: 

I will distribute the copies of the circulars you have sent me, and send you a copy 
of part of my orders bearing on the present subject. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 50. 


Extract from the Instructions for the Senior Ojficer of Her Majesty’s Ships and Vessels 
attached to the Bights’ Division of the West Coast of Africa Station. 


4. Trade-—YOU will give all the protection in 7 power to British commerce, 
and give every encouragement to the trade in palm oil, ground nuts, and other produce; 
but in so doing you are not to embark in any engagements with the Native Chiefs for 
the recovery of debts due to the merchants and traders without conferring with Her 
Majesty’s Civil Servants on the spot; and then all you can do is to use your moral 
influence with the Chiefs to bring about a settlement of just claims, the use of coercive 
measures being ill calculated to uphold our commercial pre-eminence in this or any 
other part of the world. 
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a 18 Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.— (Received February 13, 1860.) 
o. 12. ‘ 


My Lord, Lagos, December 24, 1859. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive, by the packet “Cleopatra,” which arrived 
here this morning, your Lordship’s despatches, Nos. 9, 10, and 11, of the 3rd, 11th, 
and 22nd ultimo. : 

I have, this day, communicated copies of the several inclosures in these despatches 
to Commander Bowden, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Medusa,” the Senior Officer of 
the Bights’ Division. 

As many of the ships mentioned in these inclosures appear to wear American 
colours, and as there is at present one of the United States’ gun-boats, the “ Sumpter,” 
cruizing in the Bight, I have taken upon myself to suggest to Commodore Bowden, that 
perhaps it might be well to communicate, confidentially, the substance of the infor- 
mation contained in these papers to the Commander of that vessel. 

I have, &c. 
’ (Signed) G. BRAND. 


No. 52. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 
(No. 13.) 


My Lord, Lagos, December 30, 1859. 

AS every movement tending to the social or material advancement of this place, 
and the countries adjoining, must be interesting to your Lordship, I beg to inclose 
herewith copies of two letters, addressed to me. 

The first is from the Directors of the Young Men’s Benevolent Association, inclosing 
a copy of their rules and regulations. 

The second is from the Abbeokuta Road-Improving Committee. This Committee, 
as is seen by the paper inclosed in their letter, are at present, endeavouring to raise 
funds to improve the roads between Ake and the two shipping ports of Aro and 
Agbamaya, on the River Ogun, an object worthy of support, as, if carried out, it will 
tend much to facilitate the transit of cotton and other produce from the district of 
Abbeoxuta to this place. 

As bearing on the general subject of the progress of civilization, I may mention, 
that on the occasion of the Annual Meeting of the Lagos Branch of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society, held a few days ago, King Docemo attended, made a speech from 
the platform, and subscribed, in cowries, nearly the sum of 5/. towards the funds of the 
Mission. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 
The Directors of the Young Men’s Benevolent Association to Consul Brand. 


Sir, Lagos, December 1, 1859. 

WE, the representatives of the Benevolent Association of this place, have the 
honour, and beg respectfully, to introduce ourselves to you, to welcome and congratu- 
late you upon your safe arrival here, which event we hope may be made the means of 
advancing the growth of the civilization and morals of Lagos and the surrounding 
country. 

We would beg to submit this pamphlet for your perusal, as containing the 

rinciple of the Association of which we are the humble Directors. We do not presume 

individually to claim your attention, but as a body, and, having had the patronage of 
the late Consul Campbell, we trust that you will be kind enongh to accede to our 
humble request of the like patronage from your Consulship. 

As British subjects, we cannot be too proud of the ition of a British Chief, 
whose interest, we believe, does not consist merely in his Conisalbin, but also in the 
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capacity of a sort of Vicegerent of the Almighty, to devise, direct, and superintend 
such schemes or means as will ensure the legitimate commerce, civilization, and general 
moral well-being of the people over whose interests he is appointed. 

We glory in our being English subjects, and we cannot be too anxious to have 
introdu both among ourselves and our country people in general, the spirit, the 
energy, and general calibre of our much valued friends and patrons the English. In 
this every sensible and grateful African is ready to acquiesce. 

Far from desiring to meddle with politics, we beg, however, to state our regret for 
the non-existence of a proper Municipal Government in our Sierra Leone community of 
this place. The spirit, the energy, and noble sentiments with which our elders should 
be actuated are rather at the ebb. We would, therefore, humbly entertain the hope 
that, under your kind auspices, things will wear a favourable aspect in this respect, to 
the satisfaction of the intelligent public of this place. 

That God, whose kind providence has safely brought you on our shores for our 
good, may keep and protect you, blessing you with health and wisdom, rightly to 
poms the various duties of your arduous and responsible post, is the hearty 
prayer o 

. Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) J. B. COKER. 

T. E. WILLIAMS. 

J. H. WILLOUGHBY. 
T. G. HAMILTON. 

T. J. MARSHALL. 
ABR. C. WILLOUGHBY. 
SIMEON PUDDICOMBE. 


Directors of Benevolent Association. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 52. 
The Committee of the Abbeokuta Road-Improving Society to Consul Brand. 


Sir, Ake, Abbeokuta, December 13, 1859. 


IN conformity with an unanimous vote of the Abbeokuta Road Improving Society, 
we beg to tender you hearty congratulations on your safe arrival and assumption of 
duties amongst us. We cordially welcome you to the shores of Africa, and pray that 
health and strength might be vouchsafed to you equal to the arduous duties yon are 
called to discharge ; and we sincerely desire that the blessing of the Almighty might 
attend all you undertake for the development of the country and the promotion of 
lawful trade and commerce among its people. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL CROWTHER, Jun. 

C. B. MACAULEY. 

H. ROBBIN. 

J. G. HUGHES. 

ROBT CAMPBELL. 

J. C. DEWRING. 

JOSH. CROWTHER. 

C. W. FAULKNER. 

¥. RIBEIRO. 
Committee. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 52. 
Prospectus issued by the Abbeokuta Road-Improving Society. 


THE great inconvenience, and, in many instances, utter impossibility attending the 
carriage of goods, &c., to and from Abbeokuta, has rendered it essential that some 
means be at once adopted for the removal of these difficulties. 

With this view, a number of gentlemen, interested in the object proposed, have 
organized a Committee for the purpose of effecting it, as frequently and as far as the 
means intrusted to them will allow. 


AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Benin. 4) 


Africa possesses vast resources and abundant materials for her civilization ; but the 
pioneers in this Mission have to contend with numerous impediments, not the least of 
which is the absence of the means of transit, the removal of which is now contemplated. 

The particular object sought at present is the construction of five bridges, and 
repairing the roads leading from Abbeokuta to Aro and Agbamaya respectively, the 
first, four miles, the latter eight. The members of the Committee have contributed to 
the extent of their ability; but they need further aid from those interested in the 
elevation of this country. 

They, therefore, make this appeal, hoping it will meet with a liberal response. 

J. G. HUGHES, Chairman. 
SAMUEL CROWTHER, Jun., Secretary. 
Abbeokuta, September 30, 1859. 


The Committee, as at present constituted, comprises the following officers and 
members :—J. G. Hughes, President ; Samuel Crowther, Junior, Secretary; H. Robbin, 
Treasurer ; Robert Campbell; C. B. Macauley; F. Ribeiro; J. Crowther; C. W. 
Faulkner; and I. C. Dewring. 


The following subscriptions have been already received :— 





J. G. Hughes. . se -. 5 bags. 

S. Crowther, Jun. ie .. 5 bags. 

H. Robbin... ee .. 5 bags. 

C. B. Macauley se .. 5 bags. 

F, Ribeiro .. st .. 5 bags. 

J.Crowther .. * .. 5 bags. 

C. W. Faulkner ae .. 5 bags. 

J. Dewring .. aie .. 5 bags. 

No. 53. 
Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 

(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Lagos, December 31, 1859. 





No. 54. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 

(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Lagos, December 31, 1859. 

-I OBSERVE among the Slave Trade series of despatches addressed to i 
predecessor, an instruction directed to him by Lord Clarendon, in his Lordship’s despate 
No. 19 of July 15, 1856, to endeavour to negotiate a Treaty with the King and Chiefs of 
this town, for the abolition of the inhuman custom of destroying twin children and their 

ents. 

In the subsequent correspondence I do not find any reference to this instruction 
ever having been carried out, and, in case your Lordship should direct me to take up the 
matter, I would respectfully suggest that the draft of an agreement should be sent to me 
to be proposed to King Docemo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 








Crass B. G 
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No. 55. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 
(No. 18.) 


My Lord, Lagos, December 31, 1859. 


I BEG to report the two following cases of the redemption of slaves; the only cases 
— have been brought to this Consulate since I entered upon my duties on the 25th 
ultimo. 

The first was that of Moneyakpa or Réki, a female slave belonging to the Balogun of 
Illorin. She had obtained the Balogun’s permission to visit her mother, who resides at 
Lagos, and who, during her daughter’s visit, collected goods and money, which she 
deemed sufficient to purchase her redemption. The girl proceeded to Ilorin to plead 
with the Balogun to accept the price of her redemption; but, hearing on the way that in 
consequence of having stayed over the time she had been allowed for the visit to her 
mother, she was sure, on her arrival, to be ill-treated, she returned to Lagos. There was 
some irritation at the time on the part of the Balogun, who sent a messenger to Lagos 
to identify his slave and take her back, but, as the girl would not consent to go, 
Mr. Lodder, then Acting Consul, sent a messenger to the Balogun with a small present, 
asking him to agree to the redemption of his slave, in order that she might remain at 
Lagos with her mother, to name a reasonable sum and to send a messenger to receive it. 
The Balogun agreed to this, named twelve bags of cowries, and sent two messengers to 
receive them. The cowries were kindly provided by Mr. James Markson Turner, a settler 
from Sierra Leone, formerly himself a slave, and delivered over to the Balogun’s 
messengers, in my presence, on the 28th ultimo. At the same time free papers, 
registered at this Consulate, were delivered to the girl, who has thus been restored to her 
mother as a free person. 

I think your Lordship will approve of the judicious conduct of Acting Consul Lodder 
in this matter, and also of the liberality of Mr. Turner, who has restored not a few of his 
countrymen to liberty in the same way. 

The history of the other case, that of Ohlomo, a female slave, and a native of the 
Yoruba country, is more remarkable. When but a child her mother was carried away, 
sold as a slave, and subsequently shipped on board a slave-vessel. The vessel was 
captured and taken to Sierra Leone, where the mother was restored to liberty. Ohlomo 
grew up ignorant of her mother’s destiny. One day a person came to her native village 
in the Yoruba country, and asked her if she knew anything of her mother. She replied, 
she did not. He said if she would accompany him to Abbeokuta he would take her to 
her mother. She agreed to do so; but instead of being taken to Abbeokuta, she was 
carried to the Jaboo country and sold as a slave. She subsequently passed through 
various hands, but at last became the property of Badda, one of King Docemo’s slaves, 
and the husband of Madame 'T'innaboo. 

In the meanwhile her mother was living at Sierra Leone, and uaving heard that 
Ohblomo was at Lagos, sent a message to announce that she would shortly come to Lagos 
also, and would purchase her daughter’s freedom. Badda, the owner of Ohlomo, hearing 
of this, and expecting that he could turn her to better account, was about to sell her, 
when she fled to this Consulate. I sent for Badda, whom I succeeded in getting to agree 
to accept ten bags of cowries as the price of the girl’s redemption, and to allow her ten 
days to collect them. She collected the cowries among her friends in half the time, and, 
on the 7th instant, the price was paid to Badda in my presence, and her certificate of 
freedom registered here and delivered to her. 

I inclose, herewith, a copy of the certificate of freedom delivered to Ohlomo, in 
order to show the form of the paper which, with slight alterations according to the 
circumstances of each case, it has been usual to issue at this Consulate to redeem 
slaves. 

Ohlomo’s mother is expected to arrive here from Sierra Leone by next packet, and 
thus, through British interposition, mother and daughter will meet, both as free persons, 
after a separation of many years. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 
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Inclosure in No. 55. 
Certificate of Redemption. 


British Consulate for the Bight of Benin, Lagos, December 7, 1859. 


THIS is to certify that Ohlomo, a female slave of the Léruba country, the property 
of Badda, residing at Lagos, appeared before me this day, and, in my presence, paid over 
to the said Badda the sum of one hundred heads of cowries, equal to ten bags, which the 
said Badda did receive as the price of the redemption from slavery of the aforesaid 
Ohlomo, and the said Badda desires, by this instrument and written declaration, to set 
free and absolve for ever the aforesaid Ohlomo from all servitude. 

I, therefore, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, call upon all Kings, Princes, Rulers, 
and Chiefs of countries and towns in and around Lagos, to recognize from henceforth 
the said Ohlomo as a person of free condition, and to protect her against the attempt of 
any person claiming and seeking to reduce her into slavery. 

Given under my hand and the seal of this Consulate, date as above. 





(L.S.) G. BRAND. 
No. 56. 
Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 2860.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Lagos, December 31, 1859. 
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No. 57. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 15, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum* 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade ; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Maiesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 58. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 


(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 20, 1860. 


* Bee No. 706. 
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No. 59. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 10.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 23, 1860. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum* 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 60. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. tI.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 1, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandumt 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 61. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 12.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum! 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade ; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 62. 


an Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—( Received March 13.) 
0. 1.) 


My Lord, Lagos, January 12, 1860. 


* Bee No. 505. + See No. 507. t See No. 707. 
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No. 63. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
10. 2.) 
y Lord, Lagos, January 18, 1860. 
I HAD the honour to report in my despatch No. 18 of 31st December, 1859, the 
ily two cases of the redemption of slaves that had occurred from the period of my 


‘rival here up to that date. 
[ have since carefully examined the book in which such cases are registered, and 


ave drawn up a list of those which I find recorded, and which I take the liberty of 
iclosing herewith. I purpose, with your Lordship’s sanction, to send from time to 


ime returns of cases of redemption. 
‘The inclosed list, of course, includes only cases registered, and extends to the end 


f the past year. 
During the present year only one case has yet been registered, that of an aged 


‘emale slave freely emancipated by her mistress, a Brazilian emigrant, for long and 
‘aithful services, 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 


Inclosure in No. 63. 


List of Staves Redeemed up to December 31, 1859, through the intervention of Her Majesty’s Consulate at Lagos, whose Redemptions are Registered 
in the Archives of Consulate. 


—— Country.| Price of Redemption. By whom redeemed. Remarks. 











Tjesha. | '70 heads of cowries. | The slave wa ..| At redemption, the property of Wm. ae Sa Sierra Leone emigrant. 
do. | 140 heads of cowries.| The slave * .-| At redemption, the property of Madame 


-| Rombetah . 5 . . | 70 heads of cowries. | The slave Fey .-| At redemption, the property of Dionizo Lioncio, a Brizilian emigrant. 
Fardonekeh, and her . 3 . | 150 heads of cowries.| The slaves. . --| At redemption, the property of K paoromela, a native of Lagos. 


iilay Ahdaroome. 4 
. Jaoquim P. Machado _..| Free redemption, by owner, Joaquim P. Machado, Brizilian emigrant. 
“ Relatives of slaves .-| Atredemption, the property of Jose Francisco Concen, Brazilian emigrant. 


8. pp tei cage: —— } Freely redeemed by the owner, S. B. Williams. 
The slave At redemption, the property of Francisco da Concucio, Brazilian emigrant. 
3.5 . Williams, Taterpreter } Precly redeemed by the owner, 8. B. Williams. 
Vincente Antonio Navaro. | Free redemption by owner, Vincente Antonio Navaro, Brazilian emigrant. 
Henry Jones. Free redemption by owner, Henry Jones, Sierre Leone emigrant. 
8. B. Williams, Interpreter Freely redeemed by the owner, S. B. Williams. 

to this Consulate. 
Souzeh Free sama 7 by owner, Souzeh, native of Yoruba. 
J.B. Boyle, Clerk » Her Soe the solicitation of the slave's mother to prevent her being 

Majesty's Consu sold. 

B. Vili Interpreter} Freely redeemed by the owner, S. B. Williams. 

to this Consulate. 

Joas Ceuta si oa _—— and three =e freely redeemed by owner, Joais Ceuta, 
razilian emigrant. 


..| At redemption, the property of the Balagun of Elorin. 
‘| ‘At redemption, the property of the husband of Madame Tinnaboo. 





Males, 8; Females, 17: Total, 25, 
Lagos, January 18, 1860. ” ° G. BRAND, Consul. 


“VOIdAV 


“uuag fo 3y64q—(svjnsuog) 


Lt 
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No, 64. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Lagos, January 26, 1860. 

I HAD the honour to receive by the “Armenian” your Lordship’s despatches 
Nos. 12, 13, 14, and 15, of last year’s series, and I Jost no time in communicating copies 
of their inclosures to Commander Bowden of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Medusa,” 
Senior Officer of the Bights Division. the 

ve 


, &e. 
(Signed G. BRAND. 





No. 65. 


Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
(No. 4.) 


My Lord, Lagos, January 30, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 16, of December 22nd, 1859, inclosing the copy of a letter from the Audit Office, 
November 5th, 1858, relative to the appropriation of the amount of a bill of 225/. drawn 
by the late Consul Campbell for the established annual allowance of Kosoko, ex-King 
of Lagos, and directing me to report whether certain articles purchased out of this sum 
are still in deposit here, and also to endeavour to ascertain in what manner the balance 
of the proceeds of the bill in question, amounting to 1311. 5s. 4d., was disposed of by 
Mr. Campbell. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, and with a view to collecting all the 
information possible on this matter, I have carefully examined all the records and papers 
of this office; I have examined the servants of the Consulate, and made inquiry from 
other persons resident here about the time of the transaction. 

By Article VI of the Agreement with Kosoko, dated 28th September, 1854, it is 
stipulated that Her Majesty’s Government shall pay to Kosoko, during his life, 2,000 
heads of cowries, or 1,000 dollars, at his option, for the due and faithful performance 
of his engagement. After this engagement had been entered into, the first letter on the 
subject which I find recorded is No. 11, May Ist, 1856, printed in Slave Trade papers, 
presented in Session 1857, Class B, page 10, to which I would beg respectfully to refer 
rg Lordship. Mr. Peter Diederichsen, the gentleman mentioned in that despatch, has 
eft this place some time; but his brether, Mr. Otto Diederiehsen, is still here in the 
appointment which his elder brother held of agent for the Hamburgues house of Oswald 
and Co., who have factories both here and at Kosoko’s trading port. I have made 
inquiry from Mr. Otto Diederichsen, who informs me that he accompanied his brother 
to Epé, on the occasion referred to, and that his brother carried a message from 
Mr. Campbell to Kosoko about the annual allowance; but, according to his account, 
Kosoko indignantly refused to accept any allowance whatever in the form of a stipend, 
which, he said, would be equivalent to basely selling his rights for money ; he, however, 
directed his brother to say that he was willing to accept anything the Consul might 
choose to send him in the form of a present. No enumeration of no afticles, he assures me, 
was made by Kosoko; but he believes his brother, who had a good deal of experience 
in making up presents for Chiefs, may have given Mr. Campbell a list of suitable articles, 
though never saw it or heard anything about it. Such is Mr. Otto Diederichsen’s 
statement, which E report in the form it was made to me. In the despatch now under 
consideration, Mr. Campbell expresses an intention to invest the whole of the amount 
of the thousand dollars, partly in articles to be had here, and partly in others to be 
ae an in England, a course sanctioned by Lord Clarendon in his despatch to 

r. Camphell, No. 16, July 17, 1856. As to the articles to be obtained here, E have 
failed, after a very eareful inquiry, in obtaining the slightest trace of any such articles 
having ever been purchased for the purpose in question; and with regard to those 
brought from England I shall speak presently, 

The next letter recorded is dated the Ist September, 1856, No. 13 (Consular 
Series), in which Mr. Campbell acquaints Lord Clarendon that he had that day drawn 
a bill of 225/. on the Treasury to the order of Messrs. Hallet, Maude, and Hallet, being 
for the annuity due to. Kosoko on the 31st December, 1855. and I find recorded another 
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letter of the same date, written to Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General, advising him of 
the said bill. 

The next and last recorded letter on the subject is addressed to the Audit Board, 
4th September, 1857. It appears to have been written in consequence of receiving from 
that Board one of their forms (No. 31. Audit Office Queries), with respect to two bills, 
one for 337/. 10s., dated July 28, 1856, the other the bill in question, 225/., dated 
September Ist, 1856. As these forms, after being filled up, are directed to be returned 
within a month after their receipt, to the Audit Office, the paper itself is not here; and 
I presume it was returned as directed after the query was answered, In the letter 
above mentioned, Mr. Campbell states that he returned the query with his own 
observations ; and he further sends copies of the despatches of the Secretary of State 
sanctioning the two bills in question. No copy of the observations of Mr. Campbell 
are to be found in the letter book; but on examining a number of drafts, I found a 
paper in Mr. Campbell’s handwriting, which is evidently the draft of his observations 
in reply to the query of the Audit Board. I inclose this paper herewith, in the form 
in which I found it. It is evidently from this paper that the last paragraph of the letter 
of the Audit Board—a copy of which your Lordship has sent to me—has been drawn. 
From this paper it also appears, that Mr. Campbell reports that the thousand dollars 
were invested in articles of plate, dinner and breakfast services, &c. The plate, dinner 
and breakfast services are here; of any other articles I can find no trace whatever. I 
find two letters from the Audit Office, one dated 24th August, 185%, the other, Ist 
November, of the same year. They are both the usual printed form (No. 31, Audit 
Office Queries). The observations of the Board put in the first letter are as follow :-— 
“Bill for 2251.” ‘Vouchers having been produced only for 73/1. Ys. 3d. paid to 
Mr. Angel, and 231. 5s. 5d. to Mr. Burnet, the balance of 1311. 5s. 4d. will be 
disallowed.” The observations of the Board in the second letter are :—* As it appears 
that this issue made to the Accountant has not been paid over by him to the ex-King, 
according to the terms for which it was issued, in consequence of the ex-King not 
observing the treaty, the whole amount will be disallowed in the account for the year 
1857, now preparing for audit.” Both these letters are directed to be returned, with the 
space for the answer or explanation of the Accountant filled up; but as this space is not 
filled up, and the letters are here, I conclude Mr. Campbell made no reply to either of 
them. There is no record of any reply in the books of this office, and no mention of the 
subject whatever is made in any letter written by Mr. Campbell subsequently to his 
letter of 4th September, 1857, addressed to the Audit Board. I do not find among the 
copies of letters to Kosoko and his Chief a single reference to the subject of the annual 
allowance; and the bill for 225/. is not entered in any of Mr. Campbell's accounts- 
current with the Lords of the Treasury. 

I can only, therefore, report that 1 am at present unable to discover in what 
manner the balance in question was disposed of. 

With regard to the plate and breakfast and dinner services, they are still here, and 
the fact was reported by Acting Consul Lodder, in his despatch to Lord Malmesbury, 
No. 14, Consular Series, of July 8th, 1859. 

The document herewith inclosed was found among Mr. Campbell’s papers ; it is 
the duplicate of Mr, Angel’s account, and all the articles which I have marked are in 
the oak wainscot case. The first and second articles, namely, gold watch and chain, in 
value 25]. 5s., were, | presume, Mr. Campbell’s private property. I am at a loss to 
understand how the account for plate, after deducting the value of these two articles, 
should be so large as stated in the letter from the Audit Board. 

With regard to the breakfast and dinner services, I cannot find any account for 
them ; but I had the cask containing them opened, and J inclose a list of its contents. 
The ware is white and lilac, slightly gilded, with the manufacturer’s stamp “ Atherns,” 
and manufacturer’s name ‘‘ Davenport.” 1 should consider the price mentioned, 
231. 5s. 5d., as very high. 

The case of plate and the two services are enumerated in the Report of Survey on 
Government Property and Stores inclosed in my despatch (Consular Series) No. 4 of 
this day’s date, and I hold myself responsible for their safe keeping, until I shall be 
honoured with your Lordship’s further instruction as to their disposal. 

In endeavouring to give obedience to your Lordship’s instruction, I regret that I 
am unable, at the present time, to do more dun make the following observations :— 

. _2. That a bill for 2251, for Kosoko’s annuity for the year 1855, was actually drawn 

by Mr. Campbell on the Ist September, 1856. 

‘ Bi That no portion of this sum, either in money or goods, has passed into Kosoko’s 
ands. ’ 

Crass B. H 
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3. That, with the exception of the silver plate, breakfast and dinner services, in my 
a I have been unable to discover in what manner the amount of the above 
i 


ill was disposed of. T have, &c. 
(Signed) ° G. BRAND. 





No. 66. 


(ito. 53 Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell—(Received March 13.) 
o. 5. 
My Lord, Lagos, February 7, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copies of a correspondence arising out of 
an attempt to set fire to the premises occupied at Badagry by the agent of Messrs. 
Novelli and Co, of Manchester. 

The matter first came before me in the letter signed by the Badagry merchants, 
Inclosure No. 1, which was brought to me by Messrs. Novelli’s agent himself. 

The next paper, Inclosure No. 2, not addressed to me, but intended for my 
information, was brought by the suspected Chief’s sister. 

My i 4 to the merchants forms Inclosure No. 3 ; my letter to the Badagry Chiefs, 
Inclosure No. 4; and the letter of Mr. Joseph Smith, President of the Merchants’ 
Committee, Inclosure No. 5. 

The Chiefs have sent no reply to the communication addressed to them. At this 
stage, I placed copies of the first, second, chird, and fourth papers, in the hands of 
Commander Bowden, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Medusa,” to whom I addressed the 
letter, copy of which forms Inclosure No. 6. 

Commander Bowden landed at Badagry, and a report of his proceedings is given 
in his letter, Inclosure No 7. The further steps I think it right to take in the mean- 
time in this business are mentioned in my letter to Commander Bowden of this date, 
Inclosure No. 8. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BRAND. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 66. 
Mr. Smith and other Merchants at Badagry to Consul Brand. 


Dear Sir, Badagry, January 1860. 


WE, the Undersigned, beg to call your special attention to the present insecure 
state of our property in Badagry, and to solicit your advice and assistance under the 
following circumstances, for the better protection of property, and our guidance for the 
future. 

On the night of the 4th instant a house, on the premises belonging to Messrs. 
Novelli and Co. of Manchester, was maliciously set on fire, evidently with the intention 
of destroying the dwelling-house and store, containing several thousands of pounds’ worth 
of goods, for no other reason, it appears, than Mr. Mott (who is now in charge of the 

remises), having refused to liberate a thief from chains who is a brother to the Chief 
Mobee of this town. 

Mobee, having applied to Mr. Mott on the 4th instant for his brother’s liberation, 
and Mr. Mott refusing to grant it, Mobee threatened to bring some great trouble upon 
him, and on the same night, had it not been for the timely assistance, the whole of 
Messrs. Novelli and Co.’s property here would have been destroyed by fire. 

Mr. Mott, who is the bearer of this, will be able to give you further particulars, 
and furnish you with the fullest information relating to the above affair; we, therefore, 
have only to add our earnest wishes that some steps be taken to make such an example 
of the guilty parties in this transaction as will enable us to reside here in peace and 
security for the future. 

We are, &c. 


(Signed) JOSEPH SMITH. 
A. R. CHINERY. 
J TICKEL. 
GEORGE KENDALL. 
FREDK. MOTT. 
FAUSTINO HERPIN. 
J. 8. MAGALHAES, * 
JAMBO AND IRMAO. 
CHARLES WALTERS. 
EMILE VINCENT. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 66. 
Chief Subu of Badagry to Mr. Hansen. 


Dear Sir, Badagry, January 5, 1860. 

I BEG to submit the following subject to your calm consideration, humbly 
soliciting your kind assistance, in order to effect an important point. 

You cannot be unaware how Mr. Mott has conducted himself injuriously to the 
people of this place by setting his dog against them, and by this means has incurred the 
wrath of many. 

Well, my nephew, Wesley or Woru, has been employed by Mr. Mott these many 
months, as I believe you are aware of. It appears that, some time ago, a young man 
came to beg for employment under Mr. Mott, and, being Woru’s friend, Mr. Mott got 
Worn to stand security for him. Woru foolishly consented, without consulting anybody. 
Mr. Mott, leaving for Lagos, left his establishment in charge of his European cooper, 
Woru and the other young person being in employ as usual. 

It appeared that Mr. Mott had some domestic fowls in the yard before he left, and 
missing on his return, as he informs me, thirty-two fowls and two guinea-fowls, the boy 
whom Woru stood for was suspected as having stolen these fowls, and on Mr. Mott 
planning to hold the boy responsible for the fowls, the boy escaped, and my nephew was 
taken instead. I begged Mr. Smith to interfere, and so get Woru released, but Woru, 
having stood security for the boy, Mr. Smith had some difficulty to encounter, and did 
not succeed till Woru promised to catch the boy on being released. As Woru was 
planning how to catch the boy, Mr. Mott sent for him repeatedly the same day, but Woru 
did not think himself justified to go again into the yard until the boy is caught, as 
promised. At last Mr. Mott asked Woru to come over for a gallon of rum, as a help 
from him for the people whom Woru was gathering to assist him to catch the boy. 
Woru hearing this felt encouraged in this case, went apprehending nothing ; but, as he 
entered Mr. Mott’s house, Mr. Mott laid hold on him, and as there was a struggle, 
Woru’s mother and other women (his relations) ran into Mr. Mott’s yard, in order to 
beg Mr. Mott, but at the sight of them the European cooper hastened into the room, 
and came out with a gun, which he actually fired at the women, but fortunately for us 
nobody was hurt. 

r. Mott handcuffed Woru since then in a standing posture, and allowed no meals 
to be carried to him, nor gave him any himself. I went personally to him yesterday, but 
my entreaties irritated him to such a height that, even in my presence, he doubly 
handcuffed my nephew, though I begged again and again that he would kindly deliver Woru 
into my hands, and then send a messenger with me to Wawu, for, as you are aware of the 
jealousies existing between my companion Chiefs, I would incur a severe censure from 
Wawu without such messengers from him, the boy being his boy, over whom I have no 
power ; yet even this proposal was refused ; I therefore went away. 

Last night the back part of his house was set on fire by an unknown person, 
for he is hated se many persons. Seeing the fire, I hastened thither with my people to 
his assistance, and we succeeded to put out the fire after a little time. 

Now I have to inform you, with much regret, that I was sorely grieved to-day to 
hear how he wilfully accused me as having set his house on fire; that my people 
gave him no assistance, but were only bystanders, and that his suspicion is based on my 
threatenings yesterday. Now, these statements, or al least the charges he laid against 
me, are very unfounded ; I did not in the least threaten Mr. Mott, and as to my being 
capable of setting his house on fire, when I know that my nephew is made fast in the 
same house, I say nothing, but leave it to right-minded and disinterested men to judge. 
You are doubtless aware of the wicked character his cooper bears; and I have to 
confess that the whole matter arose from him, and he was bent on making the worst 
of the matter. 

Mr. Mott intends accusing me to the Consul as being the party by whom his 
house was set on fire. I know the matter will be represented in quite another light; 
I therefore humbly request you to submit this case before the Consul. It is my earnest 
request that he will kindly protect my nephew by sending a messenger or letter to 
Mr. Mott in order to effect his release. I therefore send Mrs. Moses, the bearer of this, 
from whom you will hear the case more definitely. I beg you most earnestly to help 
me in this case, and humbly hope the Consul’s messenger will come with Mrs. Moses 
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* the same day she reaches you; and will you be kind enough to get her a canoe to 
bring her up. may wad 
With sincere respects, Iam, &c. 


(Signed) SUBU, my >< mark. 
In a great haste. 


P.S.—The young man and his relations escaped from the town, for could not find 
them after a strict search. (Signed) SUBU. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 66. 
Cousul Brand to Mr. Smith and other Merchants at Badagry. 


Gentlemen, Lagos, January 14, 1860. 

I HAVE had under consideration your letter relative to the recent attempt at fire- 
raising at Badagry, caused, as you think, by the refusal of Mr. Mott, agent for 
Messrs. Novelli and Co., to deliver up the surety for a person in his employment who had 
stolen some property from the premises. 

T have also had under consideration a communication, a copy of which I inclose, 
from the Chief Mobee or Subu, whom you suspect in this affair, in which he denies 
the accusation, and further, brings charges against Mr. Mott of rash and irritating 
conduct. I have likewise seen Mr. Mott on the subject, and Mrs. Moses, the sister of 
the suspected Chief. 

The theft, the origin as you think of what followed, is admitted by Mr. Mott to be 
of trifling amount, not exceeding 3/.; and 1 do think that the Committee of Merchants, 
whose resolutions, dated 26th September last, and which seem to provide for such cases, 
were sent to this Consulate, might have interfered and easily settled so small a matter. 
I also think that the Committee of Merchants would do well not to allow any of their 
members, except in extreme cases, to have recourse to such a proceeding as putting 
a person in irons without the Committee being satisfied as to the necessity of so doing, 
and giving their sanction accordingly. 

In the present instance, the person put in irons was not, as stated in your letter, 
the thief himself, but the surety for the thief, an important distinction; for, whilst a 
thief is not only liable to be called upon to make restitution in satisfaction to the 
individual injured, he is also subject to punishment for a public offence ; all that can be 
demanded of a surety in ordinary cases is to make good the amount of injury done 
by the person for whom he stood bound. : 

It appears that Mobee, who has hitherto, I understand, borne a fair character and 
been looked upon as a friendly Chief, actually offered to pay the amount of the theft; 
for Mr. Mott informs me that he came to him and offered this amount in cowries, 
provided his nephew was liberated. This offer was not accepted, and Mobee left, and, 
as stated by you, though denied by him, used threatening language. I cannot but regret 
that so small an affair should have been allowed to become the cause of so much irritation, 
especially as it could, so far as I can judge, have been easily settled. 

Had the fire made way, and the whole of Badagry been in ashes, the origin of so 
great a calamity would, arguing upon your supposition as to the cause of the fire, been 
traceable to a petty theft of 3/. 1 do not say this to palliate in any way the criminality 
of the act of the fire-raising, for it admits of no palliation; but as you allude to the 
insecure state of property at Badagry, which is much to be regretted, although this 
must necessarily be the case to a greater or less extent in every uncivilized country, I 
cannot help observing that this insecurity may be increased by injudicious action in 
dealing with small matters. But, apart altogether from the question of the debt, the 
crime of fire-raising, which no amount of provocation can justify, has been committed, 
and : - most desirable that the guilty parties should be detected and duly 

unished. 
I have in the meantime addressed a letter to the Chiefs, which I inclose under 
flying seal for your perusal, and I shall be obliged by your causing the contents of this 
letter to be read and fully explained to them. You will see that I have recommended 
the release of Wesley, and called upon the Chiefs to do their duty with respect to the 
fire-raising, the theft, and the injury done to Messrs. Novelli’s premises. 

I think it well to give the Chiefs a fair chance of doing what is right in the present 
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case, and perhaps you will be good enough to acquaint me how far they seem disposed to 
comply with what I have called upon them to perform. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 66. 
Consul Brand to the Chiefs of Badagry. 


Lagos, January 14, 1860. 

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Benin, presents 
his respects so the Chiefs of Badagry. 

1, The Consul has heard with much concern, that on the night of the 4th instant a 
portion of the premises of Messrs. Novelli and Co. was set on fire, with the evident 
intention of destroying the dwelling-house and store, containing much valuable property. 

2. The Consul cannot express too strongly his feelings of indignation at the detest- 
able crime of fire-raising—a crime deserving the strongest reprobation and the severest 
punishment —a crime moreover which, if allowed to pass with impunity, might at any time 
lead to the sacrifice of the lives and property of many innocent persons, 

3. The Consul hopes the Chiefs will view this matter in the same light, and will, 
both from duty and from a regard to their own safety and the prosperity of Badagry, 
cause the perpetrator of this abominable crime to be severely punished. 

4, The Consul has further to state, that by Article VI of the Treaty with the Queen 
of England, dated 18th March, 1852, the subjects of Her Majesty have the right of 
trading freely within the territories of the Chiefs of Badagry, and this right of trading 
implies and carries with it all necessary protection in legitimate trading transactions. 
The Chiefs are therefore solemnly warned, that should they fail in their duty by neglecting 
on this occasion to bring to condign punishment the perpetrators of so detestable an 
offence, they will be held as guilty of a violation of their Treaty engagements, and wholly 
responsible for whatever steps it may become necessary to take in consequence. 

5. The Consul cannot admit for a moment that the Chiefs of Badagry are unable to 
discover and punish the criminals in this case ; and he will view any such excuse as a 
mere attempt to evade the performance of their duty towards Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government. 

6. The Consul expects the Chiefs further to punish the thief who stole the property 
from Mr. Mott, and also to repair, free of expense, the injury done by the fire to 
Messrs. Novelli’s premises. He has recommended that Wesley be delivered over to the 
Chiefs, but he does so with the expectation that they may thus be better able to discharge 
i duty, and it will be an aggravation of the present case should this confidence be 
abused. 


(Signed) G. BRAND. 
Lagos, Junuary 14, 1860. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 66. 
Mr. Smith to Consul Brand. 


Sir, Badagry, January 23, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your public letter of the 4th 
instant, with its inclosures, addressed to myself and the merchants of this place, in the 
matter of Mr. Mott. In reply, I beg to state that the Committee of Merchants fully 
concur with you in the various points to which you call their attention in your cor- 
respondence. It is true that the origin of the case in question, being so trifling, might 
have been settled by the Committee had Mr. Mott in the first instance, in a formal 
manner, appealed to them; but, unfortunately, when it resulted in an attempt to destroy 
his premises by fire, he, as well as every merchant here, thought it necessary that a 
complaint be made to high quarters for the interest of the public. 

The day after the receipt of your letter a meeting of the Chiefs was convened, and, 
in the presence of the Merchants, your letter to the former was read and fully explained 
to them, and, according to your advice, Wesley was liberated. At the meeting, the 
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Chiefs virtually complied with what you wish them to do in this affair, with the exception 
of their capturing and bringing to justice the delinquent, who has fled to Porto Novo for 
refuge, whence it is impossible for them to fetch him, as it is a i beyond their juris- 
diction. They observed, that the only chance of getting hold of him is, by your sending 
word to the King of Porto Novo about him, who will no doubt give him up. But when 
they were called upon to pay the expenses which Mr. Mott has incurred in consequence 
of the fire-raising, together with the value of the property stolen from him, amounting to 
144 heads of cowries, nominally 72 dollars, they flatly refused to have anyting to do with 
it, on the ground that, if they are to be implicated in robberies, to the perpetration of 
which they are not party, it would be establishing a bad precedent, and in that case a 
door would be opened for a horde of marauders, who, being aware that the Chiefs are 
the only persons to suffer for their actions, will carry on their depredations to such an 
extent, that the remedy will prove to be worse than the disease. Any hopes, therefore, 
of the Chiefs’ paying Mr. Mott’s demands seem to be desultory, unless they be convinced 
that you are determined to see justice done. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOSEPH SMITH. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 66. 
Consul Brand to Commander Bowden. 


Sir, Lagos, January 23, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copies of several papers, relative to a 
recent attempt at fire-raising at Badagry. By these papers you will see what I have 
said to the Merchants and to the Chiefs ; but, whatever may have led to this attempt, or 
whoever may have been the guilty party, the crime itself is one a kind of which should 
not be allowed to pass without serious notice. 

It, therefore, appears to me that it would be an important service, could you land at 
Badagry and investigate this matter, and, at the same time, endeavour to support, as far 
as you can, the demands which I have made on the Chiefs of that place. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G, BRAND. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 66. 
Commander Bowden to Consul Brand. 


Sir, “ Medusa,” Badagry, February 5, 1860. 

IN compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 23rd ultimo, I went 
on shore at Badagry to investigate the late case of fire-raising. 

I had written, the day previous, to the Merchants, informing them it was my 
intention to land. I regret to say that, although ten gentlemen had signed the complaint 
made to you, only one of them (Mr. Chinery) was prepared to attend the investigation 
(there was also another gentleman, Mr. Finlinson, the new Agent of the house of Novelli 
and Company). On my telling these two gentlemen that I considered the absence of the 
others as a great want of respect, both to you and to myself, as Her Majesty’s representa- 
tives, and that I should, consequently, take no further steps in the matter, they procured 
two more gentlemen, Portuguese, a Mr. Jambo and a Mr. 8. 

Finally, I attended the meeting of the Chiefs, with the above-named gentlemen, and 
read and explained the ‘Treaty entered into in 1852. 

It appears that the Chiefs who signed are either dead or pi ot and I could not 
make them produce their copies; they, however, owned that they knew of the Treaty and 
considered it binding. 

I then entered into the case of the fire-raising, read and explained your letter; they 
— greatly of Mr. Mott. I was able to tell them, the agent lately arrived was so 
displeased at his conduct, that he was going to send him at once to England. 

On the subject of your demand there was a long palaver, and at its termination the 
result was this :— 

The boy who stole the property had ran to Porto Novo (this appears to be a fact); if 
ever he came back, or they could get hold of him, he should be punished. They could 
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not, in any way, find out who fired the premises; to this they stuck so stoutly that J have 
little doubt it was done by the Chiefs’ orders, through their hatred of Mr. Mott and his 
proceedings. 

They would not put up the shed, unless the poles, thatch, &c., were bought. They 
agreed, in future, to investigate all complaints made against their people by the white 
men, and to punish their people whenever offences were proved against them. 

I was detained too late to go to the ship, and the following day the Chiefs sent to 
beg I would see them again. On my consenting, they came to thank me, and to ask me 
to speak well of them to you, and to say how sorry they were they could not catch the 
man who fired the place; that they would try all they could, and punish him very severely 
if they caught him; asking how I wanted him killed, &. In that case I told them they 
had better apply to you. They agreed to build up and repair the damages actually done 
by the fire, free of expense; and to try, by means of their religion, to find out who fired 
the premises. That they wished to be governed by our laws, the same as at Lagos, and 
hoped soon to see you; this was all I could get from them. 

In conclusion, I beg to inform you, that I have strong suspicion that their holding 
out against our united demands was by the consent of the European traders. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 66. 
Consul Brand to Commander Bowden. 


Sir, Lagos, February 7, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, 
acquainting me with the steps you had taken relative to the recent attempt at fire-raising 
at Badagry. 

I beg to thank you for this communication, and I gladly avail myself, at the same 
time, of the opportunity to express to you my appreciation of the judicious and energetic 
course which you appear to have pursued in investigating the matter and endeavouring to 
obtain redress. 

I regret much to hear of the indifference shown by the merchants in rendering you 
that attention and co-operation to which, from the nature of your mission, as well as from 
other considerations, you were entitled, the more so as you seem to think that they 
influenced the Chiefs in resisting our just demands. I shall take an early opportunity of 
expressing to them my opinion upon this head. 

In my letter to the merchants of the 14th ultimo, a copy of which was inclosed to 
you, you will see that my impression then was, that an unnecessary degree of irritation 
had been caused by the conduct of Mr. Mott. 

Although our just demand for the punishment of the offender has not been complied 
with, yet I am convinced that your appearance and proceedings have made a good 
impression on the Badagry Chiefs, as shown by their at length agreeing to repair the 
injured premises. 

The excuse that the culprit has escaped beyond their reach may be true, but it is 
one which has often been put forward before, in similar cases; inability being, in fact, 
the standing plea among African Chiefs for resisting what they have no inclination to 
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I shall, therefore, in the present case, follow up what has been done, by requesting 
the Badagry Chiefs to demand from the King of Porto Novo the surrender of the 
suspected person, and, at the same time, I shall request the King of Porto Novo to 
comply with that demand. 

I transmit copies of the whole of the papers upon the business in question, including 
this letter, to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, by the 
present mail. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 
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Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Lagos, February 8, 1860. 

AMONG the complaints and accusations made by Lieutenant Glover, R.N., in his 
letter to Lord Malmesbury, of the 31st May, 1859, there is one against the officers of 
this Consulate, set forth in that part of his letter, which, for sake of easy reference, I 
inclose in the form of an extract. I placed this extract in the hands of the three officers 
mentioned some time ago, requesting each of them to reply in writing, and I have now 
the honour to inclose herewith, in original, their several answers. The Interpreter and 
messenger are neither of them British subjects, but of the class of Sierra Leone 
emigrants, and were both originally slaves themselves. 

There does not appear, so far as I can find out, any ground for the charge, that 
J. B. Pearce ever held slaves. 

That S. B. Williams did, at one time, hold slaves, though not to the extent stated, 
appears clear ; indeed, the fact of his having redeemed six slaves of his own, is registered 
in this office, and their names appear in the list inclosed in my despatch of the 18th 
ultimo, No. 2. The interpreter and messenger have been warned of the impossibility of 
their being employed here, if owners of slaves. 

Mr. Boyle is a British born subject, and is quite aware of his responsibility as such. 
He has redeemed two slaves, but, as they were not his property at the time of their 
redemption, I do not see that he ought to be accused of having been a slave-owner. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 67. 
Lieutenant Glover, R.N., to the Eurl of Malmesbury. 


(Extract.) May 31, 1859. 


THAT the employés in the British Consulate are slave-owners (nay, more, are 
slave-dealers), and that, on the occasion of Her Majesty’s ship “ Brune” and the 
steamer “ Rainbow ” visiting Epé, 1 am credibly informed, that on S. B. Williams, the 
Gonsul’s Interpreter, being despatched to Odé, the capital of the Jaboo country, with 
a message from the late Consul Campbell, he combined, on that occasion, the selling of 
slaves with his official duties. It may be asked, how is this man, with only a salary of 
60/. per annum, to be the owner of sixteen slaves, at an average value of 11/. each? My 
opinion is, my Lord, that, as the trusted official of the British Consulate, he has used 
that position to acquire these slaves, even without paying for some of them, in the usual 
manner common to Lagos 

That John Peter Boyle, the Consul’s clerk, is a slave owner, and has, during my 
stay in Lagos, possessed three slaves, a man, a girl of 16, and a girl of 8 years. 

That J. B. Pearce, the Consul’s Messenger, has one or more slaves. My Lord, 
it is impossible that these men can have the interest of British policy at heart, and I, 
myself, have suffered much annoyance from 8S. B. Williams and J. B. Pearce, through 
their misinterpretations. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 67. 
Mr. Williams to Consul Brand. 


Sir, Lagos, February 3, 1860. 


YOUR letter of the 3lst December last convey, covering a copy of an extract 
from a despatch sent by Lieutenant Glover, R.N., to Lord Malmesbury, dated 
31st May, 1859, have come to hand; in which extract I have observed that Lieutenant 
Glover has charged your servant of slave-dealing, viz. :— : 

“That on the occasion of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Brune’ and the steamer ‘ Rainbow’ 
visiting Epé, { am credibly informed that on S. B. Williams, the Consul’s Interpreter, 
being dispatched to Ode, the capital of the Jaboo country, with a messenger from the 


AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Benin. 57 


os Consul Campbell, he combined, on the occasion, the selling of slaves with his official 
uties.”” 

To this, I answered in the negative. The party who informed Mr. Glover of this 
has misinformed him, because there is no truth in it. I was not sent alone 3 your 
servant was sent with one Soko, a Lagosian, and one Thomas Johnson, an emigrant from 
Sierra Leone. These two men had accompanied me to Ode, and returned by the way of 
Ikorodu to Lagos in six days. These men could bear witness that I have not made any 
bargain, either in buying or selling; and if these things were true, Lieutenant Glover 
ought to report the same to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul here, so that the case might 
be fairly investigated, face to face, and at the same time can produce his witnesses. 

Lieutenant Glover also charged me of having 16 slaves. 

To this I answer that I redeemed only 3 boys and 3 girls, and have their freedom- 
papers drawn out, signed, sealed, stamped, and recorded at this Consulate, and 
afterward their indenture were also drawn out, whereof they apprenticed themselves to 
me for a certain period. 

With regard to Mr. Glover’s opinion, your servant respectfully begs to state that it 
is only a mere suspicion ; and from which of the natives a man could take a slave without 
payment, excepting by war or kidnapping? Mr. Glover says, when given his opinion, 
“that, as the trusted official of the British Consulate, he has used that position, to acquire 
these slaves, even without paying for some of them, in the usual manner common to 
Lagos ;” your servant begs most respectfully to inquire, that since your Consulateship 
arrived here, if you ever witness the like, or ever heard of such; and if such had never 
been the case here, then Mr. Glover’s opinion must be a mere suspicion. 

And Lieutenant Glover further states that he had suffered much annoyances from 
S. B. Williams, J. B. Pearce, through their misinterpretation. This your ‘servant also 
answered in the negative, for I never recollect interpreting a word from Mr. Glover to 
anybody during his residence in this place, for he had his own interpreter, one 
Mr. Crook, by name. 

One word more. I believe Lieutenant Glover forget the opposition he met with, when 
he endeavouring to entice the people’s slaves to go with him to Raba as labourers ; and was 
he able to take one slave with him ? I recollect that when the people complained much of 
Mr. Glover, your servant was sent by the King to tell the late Consul Campbell of 
Mr. Glover’s manner of dealing with the people, and since then Mr. Glover held me as 
his enemy; therefore your servant beg most respectfully to say that the report in 
Mr, Glover’s despatch against me is not true, and that it was done true malice. 

Your servant was employed as an Interpreter since the year 1853, and from that 
time to date no fault ever found against me, excepting what Lieutenant Glover now 
did. This shows, therefore, that his reports comes through malice as aforesaid. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) S. B. WILLIAMS. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 67. 
Mr. Pearce to Consul Brand. 


Sir, Lagos, February 1, 1860. 

YOUR servant have received your letter of the 31st December last, demanding an 
answer to an extract from a despatch sent by Lieutenant Glover, R.N., to Lord 
Malmesbury. 

In which extract your servant have observed that he is charged of having one or 
more slaves. 

In reply, your servant begs most respectively to intimate to you, that Mr. Glover 
must have made great mistake, because your servant have no slave, and have nobody 
with him but his own family. And, if such had been the case, I wonder why Mr. Glover 
have not reported the same to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul previous to his departure 
from Lagos. And you will please to observe that your servant was employed as 
messenger by the late Consul Campbell in November 1856, with a salary of £1 13s, 4d. 
per month, which salary hardly sufficient to support himself, together with a wife and 
four children. And where could your servant get money to buy slave? And, even if 
I was to earn more salary, 1 would not lay it out for slave, for myself have tasted, and 
I know the horror of slavery (blessed be Heaven, who put into the heart of the British 
Government to take up for Africa, and thereby set me and my fellow oaepeen at 

Crass B. 
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liberty), and shall I venture to make slave of my own countrymen? Farbeit. IfI had 
money, I would rather redeem and set at liberty than to hold as slave. 

In the said extract 1 further observed that Mr. Glover states that himself have 
suffered much annoyance from 8. B. Williams and J. B. Pearce through their misinter- 
—— In reply, I never recollect at any time acting for Mr. Glover as an interpreter 

uring his stay at hats except while he was measuring the river. I was appointed by 
the Acting Consul Mr. Lodder to accompany him, which I did three times, aul then was 
no need of interpreter then, because every man in the boat could speak English, and most 
probably they are Kroomen, and I do not understand Kroo language, so you see at once 
that there is no need of interpreter. 

Therefore, your seerant bean most respectfully to say, as he has already said, that 
Mr. Glover must have made.a great mistake. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN B. PEARCE. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 67. 
Mr. Boyle to Consul Brand. 


Sir, Lagos, January 9, 1860. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 31st December, 1859, with 
an inclosed extract from a despatch addressed to Lord Malmesbury by Lieutenant 
Glover, R.N., attached to the Niger Expedition, charging me with holding three slaves, 
a man and two girls. 

I beg to inform you that the man mentioned is a runaway slave from Whydah, 
whom, after making his appearance to Acting Consul Lodder, and secking his protection, 
knowing of no one at Lagos to stay with, and being unwell, I pitied, so far that I told 
him to come and stay with me, till such time as he was well enough to go to his country. 
During the time he lived with me, I undertook to support him and give him medical aid till 
he has got better; and is now here with his countrymen, at Lagos, seeking his livelihood. 

The girl of sixteen years of age, whom I had redeemed through the solicitation of 
her mother, who is at Lagos, is quite free, and I make no claim at all for the money paid 
for her ransom, of which I can produce a certificate delivered to her at the time. 

The girl of eight years was redeemed by me through pity, when she was dragged 
along the street to be sold; and after redeeming her, I made her to understand that she 
was free as myself, and should she find any of ber relations to bring to me, I will gladly 
deliver her up to her family. And she being in an infant state, I know of no one here 
to whom to give her certificate of freedom for safe keeping. I then thought proper to 
have her instructed in washing and needlework, and taught her also to attend church 
and Sunday school, to acquire English customs. I make no claim on her asa slave 
whatever, and recognize her as a free person, and perfectly at liberty. I make no 


objection to have them brought before you, and give their own statement for your 
satisfaction. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) JNO. P. BOYLE. 





No. 68. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 13.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1860. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve the course pursued by you in the case of 
he coloured girl, Henriquita, as reported in your despatch No. 10 of the 20th December 
t. 


With reference to the last paragraph of your above-mentioned despatch, in which 
you request to be made acquainted with my opinion in regard to a practice, which has for 
some time past prevailed at Her Majesty’s Consulate, of granting passports to Brazilian 
emigrants and other free blacks on their leaving Lagos, I have to observe that, although 
it may be irregular to grant passports to any but British subjects or Ionians, the circum- 
stances are exceptional, and many liberated Africans have, by the possession of a passport 
from the British Consul, been thereby enabled to return to their homes at considerable 
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distances in the interior of Africa, and have received the protection of African Chiefs on 
their way. I am of opinion, therefore, that the practice may be continued, but I think 
the onine of the passport might be amended as follows :— 
Instead of saying, as it now does, that “ Permission is given to 
an African of free condition, to proceed,” &c., it might run thus—“ This is to certify that 
a free African, &c., wishes to proceed from, &c., . to &c., 
and to request,” &c. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 69. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 14.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1860. 
I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your preventing, as reported in your 
despatch No. 11 of the 23rd of December last, relative to a debt due by a Brazilian 


slave-dealer, named Santos, a resident at Godomey, to the Master of the British ship 
“David Cross ” of Bristol. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 70. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
No. 15.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1860. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 12 of the 23rd of December last, I have 
to state to you, that I approve of your having suggested to Commander Bowden, of 
Her :Majesty’s ship “Medusa,” to communicate, confidentially, to the Commander of 
the United States vessel “Sumpter,” the substance of the information contained in my 


despatches Nos. 9, 10, and 11, respecting vessels suspected of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 71. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1860. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 13 of the 30th of December last, trans- 
mitting copies of two letters, addressed to you, one by the Directors of the Young Men’s 
Benevolent Association at Lagos, inclosing copies of their rules and regulations, the 
other, by the Abbeokuta Road Improving Committee. 

The objects which both these Institutions have in view appear to be on every 
account deserving of encouragement, and I have, accordingly, to instruct you to afford 
them your countenance and support ; and, if you should think it advisable to do so, you 
may make a donation, not exceeding the sum of 5/., to be divided between the 
Associations above referred to, in such proportions as you may think fit, and you will 
charge the same in the contingent account of your Consulate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J . RUSSELL. 
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No. 72. 


Lord J, Russell to Consul Brand. ° “~ 
(No. 17.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1860. 

WITH reference to hee despatch No. 15 of the 31st of December last, I 
transmit to you, herewith, a draft of an engagement between Her Majesty and the King 
and Chiefs of the town of Lagos, for the abolition, by the latter, of the inhuman practice 
hitherto prevailing in that place of destroying twin children, and one or both of their 
parents; and I have to desire that you will use your best endeavours to induce King 
Docemo and his Chiefs to sign this engagement, and to fulfil its stipulations. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure in No. 72. 


Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and the King and Chiefs of 
the Town of Lagos. 


THE King and Chiefs of the town of Lagos engage to Her Majesty the Queen of 
Great Britain, that from and after the signing of this agreement, the practice hitherto 
revailing at Lagos of destroying twin children, and one or both of their parents, shall 
te utterly and for ever abolished; and that any person or persons who may hereafter 
be found guilty of that inhuman and wicked practice shall be punished with the utmost 
severity. 
This agreement has been made and signed at Lagos, between George Brand, Esq., 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, on behalf of Her Majesty, and King of 
Lagos, and his Chiefs, this day of one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty. 





No. 73. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 18.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1860. 
I APPROVE of your proceedings in the matter of the redemption of two slaves, as 
reported in your despatch No. 18 of the 31st of December last; and I have to instruct 
ou to express to Lieutenant Lodder, and to Mr. Turner, the high sense which Her 
Majesty’s Government entertain of their conduct, the former in procuring the consent 
of her owner, and the latter in finding the means to pay for the manumission of the slave 
girl Moneyakpa. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 74. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 20.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1860. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 2 of the 18th of January last, I have to 
uaint you, that I approve of your sending home, from time to time, the Returns 
which you propose of slaves who may be redeemed, and whose emancipation may be 
registered at the Lagos Consulate. 


‘ 


T am, &c. $ 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 75. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand. 
(No. 21.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 27, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to yougherewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum* 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade; and | have to desire that you will make known 
this Sesfiitnation, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
with whom you may be able to communicate. 

I an, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


* See No. 712. 
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No. 76. 


an Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 
o. 1.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, February 24, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that on my application for a vessel 
of war to make an official tour amongst the rivers within my jurisdiction, Her Majesty’s 
steam-vessel “‘ Sharpshooter,” Lieutenant Commander Gibbons, was sent down by the 
Senior Officer of the Bights for my service. 

My first visit was to the River Bonny, where I requested the Regents to come on 
board, in order to inquire from them with reference to the settlement of the Humballa 
palaver (as mentioned in No. 20, May 24, 1858, and acknowledged in No. 8, August 25, 
1858. , 

The inclosed letter from the head Regent, written four months previously, was 
handed to me by the Chairman of the Equity Court ; and the Supercargoes complained 
that although they had (in compliance with my suggestion, and the Bonny Regents’ 

reement thereto) paid the two puncheons intended as a salve for the opening of the 
Fiumballa Market, they had been deceived by the Regents, as no oil had yet come 
down from that country. 

I impressed upon the Regents the necessity of being more quick about this matter, 
which they promised to do, by sending up trading ang to the Humballa country. 

ve 


, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 77. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury. —(Received April 8.) 
(No. 2.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, February 24, 1859. 


1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that on the day after my arrival at 
Bonny in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘“‘Sharpshooter,” I proceeded thence to New Calabar, 
for the purpose of remonstrating with King Amacree touching the prohibition that he had 
issued against the Bonny traders crossing his river to go into the Brass Markets for the 
purchase of palm oil. On this matter, a complaint was made to me in a letter which I 
had received during the previous month from the Bonny Regents. 

As soon as the King had come on board, I spoke to him on the subject of my visit; 
representing that such a stoppage was a great detriment to Bonny trade, and remarking 
thet in Mr. Beecroft’s time, all these markets had been left open for the Bonny men, 
except Agineah. The Bonny Regents had expressed to me their willingness to allow 
his traders to pass through their river to the Aboh, Qua, and Humballa kets. This 
I communicated to him, as well as brushed up his memory concerning Her Majesty’s 
having paid him a large indemnity as compensation for his losses by the Slave he he 
whilst the Supercargoes now contributed a comey for every ship that came in to trade in 
the expectation that they were to have protection. 
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I have pleasure in informing your Lordship that before he left the man-of-war he 
promised to remove the preventative regulation Ld oa had complained, 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, 





Inclosvre in No. 77. 
The Regents of Bonny River to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Bonny, December 22, 1858. 

THAT time we father we grandfather and we King live, Bonny trade for all 
Brass country (Abooae, Beelae, Himbae, Agineah, Aquaffie, Indelli, Osasie, Ebay, &c.), 
but that time we King go too much palaver live for this country, and then them young 
Calabar man I am head for stop we trade, for all them country. Suppose it no be 
white man we must send war canoe for take care of we Brass trade, no more we no 
want for go for war for spoil any trade; but suppose Bonny man send canoe for trade 
for any them country and Calabar man put lant, for them canoe (as he done do, plenty 
time), big palaver must come up for them young Calabar. 


We now beg you for tell them young Calabar man for no put hand for we trade 
for all them country, and remain, &c. 


MANILLA 4 PEPPLE, Regent. 
ANNA 4 PEPPLE, do. 
ADA * ALLISON, do. 
OFFE * DAPPO, do. 





No. 78. 


(No. 8) Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 
0. 3. 


My Lord, Fernando Po, February 24, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to communicate to your Lordship, that on my recent visit to- 
the Brass river in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘ Sharpshooter,” I was informed of the 
fact that during the past month, a Slave-brig named the “Juliet” had been taken out 
of that river by Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘‘ Archer,’ which came down from Lagos 
for that purpose. 

It seems that she had crossed the bar of the Nun, whence her supercargo, whose 
name was Senhor Baptista, had procceded to Brass Town to negotiate for a cargo of 
slaves. These he failed to procure, only because he offered but two doubloons for each, 
whilst the native Chiefs demanded three 

I have been further informed that the Master of the ship having died at sea, she 
was at the time of her being deserted in the Nun river—having got on shore there— 
under the command of her mate named Stewart who was formerly sailing-master in the 
employment of Messrs. Stuart and Douglas of Liverpool, and had command of a vessel 
of theirs bound to Bonny. 

1 impressed upon King Keya, whom I saw ashore at the small town of Twa, and 
who was afraid to come on board the man-of-war, the wickedness of his allowing this 
abominable Traffic to continue. I likewise added, knowing it to be a more effectual way 
of remonstrating with men of his kind, that he ought to bear in mind, by the presence of 
two men-of-war in his river during the space of one month, that his attempts to revive 
the Slave Trade must prove ineffectual. 

The news of the brig “‘ Juliet” being in Brass river had been conveyed to Captain 
Sanderson, R.N., Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘* Archer,” (Senior Officer 


4 ps wr Division), by the mail-steamer proceeding thence to Lagos on her way to 
ngland. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





64 AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. 
No. 79. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received April 8.) 





(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Fernando Po, February 28, 1859. 
No. 80. 

. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Fernando Po, February 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 1, January 17th, 1859, 
accompanying, for my information, a copy of the papers relating to the Slave Trade, 
which were presented by Her Majesty’s command to the two Houses of Parliament 
during the Session of 1858. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 81. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 


(No. 6 ) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, February 28, 1859. 

{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 2, January 22, transmitting 
to me copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, containing 
information sempeoing three American vessels, the ‘‘ Ardennes,” “ Enterprize,” and 
‘« Mianus,”’ which are suspected of being destined to be employed in the Slave Trade, 
and desiring that I will make known the information contained in this despatch to 


the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s ships of war with whom | may be able to 
communicate. 


I shall attend to your Lordship’s instructions can the li 
ve, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 82. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1859. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 2 of the 24th of February last, I have to 
acquaint you that I approve of your having remonstrated with King Amacree and 
procured from him a promise to rescind certain regulations which he had issued, 


prohibiting the Bonny traders from crossing the Calabar river to purchase palm oil in 
the Brass markets. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBOURY. 
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No. 83. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 6.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1859. 





No. 84. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson, No. 7, April 23, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Consul 
Campbell, No. 7.] 





No. 85. 
- Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, March 2, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of the death of Eyo Honesty, King 
of Creek Town, in the Old Calabar Country. 

On my arrival in that river, in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Sharpshooter,” on the 
14th of last month, I made inquiries as to who was considered by the natives to be his 
legitimate successor. I was informed that it was his eldest son, Young Eyo. With 
this was also conveyed the information, that for the first time in Old Calabar, Young 
Eyo had set his face against the old system of making sacrifices at the death of a King. 
Indeed, so determined was he on this point, that he took an oath on the Bible to that 
effect, in presence of Rev. Mr. Goldie, at the Mission House, Creektown. f 

As it had hitherto been the custom in Old Calabar to fire a salute from a man-of- 
war, as the recognition of a King by the British Authorities, I requested Lieutenant- 
Commander Gibbons to comply with the established custom, by saluting him with ten 
guns when he came on board. Eyo himself expressed a wish that it should be done; 
and I deemed complying with his desires as a kind of approval to be conveyed to the 
natives of my respect for his having put a stop to the barbarous custom of human 
sacrifices at a King’s death, in the territory which owed him subjection. 

At the same time, I thought it necessary, as he is a young man, to impress upon him 
the desirability of keeping up the credit of his family name, in all his transactions with 
British subjects. 1 reminded him that no King, on the whole of the West Coast of 
Africa, had been so enlightened and so tolerant during his reign as the late King Eyo ; 
though not a professed Christian, he gave every countenance and support to the 
Presbyterian Missionaries at Old Calabar, protected the Supercargoes against any 
imposition attempted on them by the native traders, and ever used his utmost influence 
to do away with the abominable trust system, that has so long crippled the trade of the 
Old Calabar river. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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No. 86. 


= Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 9.) 
(No. 8.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, March 2, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to apprise your Lordship of the death of Duke Ephraim, 
King of Duke Town, in Old Calabar, an event that occurred during my absence in 
England last year. 

As in the case of King Evo (mentioned in my previous despatch of this series), 
I made inquiries about his successor, and found a difference of opinion amongst the 
natives, as well as between the Supercargoes, on the claims of John Archibong, brother 
to late King Archibong (Duke Ephraim’s predecessor), and those of Antera Young, 
brother to the former King, Eyamba the Fifth. John Archibong, however, had got the 
most powerful party of the native traders as his supporters; whilst Antera Young, 
though recognised head of the Egba fraternity, was too old a man (of himself), to 
advance his claims. 

I deemed it judicious, before deciding in the matter, when brought before me, to 
ascertain the peculiar bearings of the claimants to the Sovereignty, and, during my four 
days’ stay in Old Calabar, I learned the following particulars in reference to John 
Archibong :— 

1. That he was indebted to the traders in the river to the amount of 500 puncheons 
of palm oil; 

2. That, instead of making any effort to have old debts paid, he was endeavouring 
to revive the trust system ; 

3. That he, with others, had combined to put a stop to the small boys trading, 
unless upon terms that would be perfectly ruinous to them and detrimental to the 
Supercargoes ; i. e. of each man owning slaves having a claim to demand 300 coppers 
for himself on each puncheon of palm oil that was bought and scld by a slave boy 
belonging to his family. 

4. That, I was informed by the Rev. Mr. Goldie, of Creek Town, when the French 
man-of-war steamer “ Renuadin,” had been up there last November, he had volunteered 
to; he Commander to supply him with any amount of slaves, for he did not under- 
stand the meaning of the term “ voluntary emigrants.” 

The fact of nearly 4,000 puncheons of palm oil being still owed by the traders at 
Duke Town, as well as John Archibong’s desire to revive the trust system, without trying 
to pay off old debts, impressed me with an idea as to the cause of this man’s claims 
being supported by the native traders. 

I, therefore, informed him and the native Chiefs, that I should withhold my 
approbation of his being constituted governing head over Duke Town, where he was to 
receive comey for protection to British interests, until I had been assured of his having 
taken off the veto from small boys trading, as well as exerted himself to procure the 
payment of old debts; and that, therefore, I should defer doing for him what I had 
done for Young Eyo until my next official visit to Old Calabar. 

I hope my proceedings in this matter will os approbation. 

ve 


, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 87. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
(No. 9.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, March 4, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship a letter that was presented to 
me on my recent visit to the Old Calabar river, touching the fact of two of the residents 
of Fernando Po having taken away an emancipated girl as payment for a debt of 51. 
This, it will be observed, was effected without even making an application to the person 
who owed the debt, and under whose care the girl was placed. 

On my return to Fernando Po, I wrote a letter (of which I have the honour to 
transmit a copy) to His Excellency the Governor of this Island. The girl was handed 
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over to me, and I sent her back to Old Calabar by the mail steamer which touched here, 
announcing the fact to Rev. Mr. Anderson. Vinee & 
ave, &e. 


(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 87. 
The Rev. W. Anderson to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Duke Town Mission House, Old Calabar, January 29, 1859. 

MISS AMELIA MACINTOSH requests me to bring before you the following 
matter :-— 

A Mr. Knowles, accompanied by his wife, came hither, from Fernando Po, in a 
boat, about the beginning of last week. They alleged that Miss Macintosh owed them 
the sum of 5/.; but, before applying to her for the alleged debt, they forcibly seized an 
emancipated girl living under Miss M.’s protection, and made her a prisoner on board 
their boat. The husband was the party who seized the girl, but he was encouraged in 
the lawless procedure by his wife. He seized the girl on the beach at Cobham Town, 
on Thursday, the 20th instant. After seizing the girl, whose name is Rosanna, Mr. and 
Mrs. K. came to me with a complaint against Miss M., for refusing to pay the 51. The 
complaint was brought to me, as Miss. M. is a member of the church under my care. I 
called a meeting of the office bearers in the church, to investigate the matter. 
Rev. Mr. Robb, Dr. Hewan. Mr. Edgerley, and myself, took part in the business of the 
meeting. Mr. and Mrs. K. furnished no proof whatever that Mrs. M. owed them 
anything at all, but, in compliance with the suggestion and request of Rev. Mr. Robb, 
Miss M. agreed, solely for the sake of peace, to pay them 5/., and they agreed to put the 

irl ashore. 

P Miss. M. was not able to raise the 5/. ready money, but Mr. Inglis (of Smith, Inglis 
and Co.), agreed to guarantee its payment to Mr. K., and Mr. Aldcroft offered to pay it 
at once, by order on Mr. Simpson, of Clarence, Fernando Po. Mr. and Mrs. K. refused 
both guarantee and order, and, on the 26th instant, left this river, having the girl on 
board. It is reported to me that Mr. and Mrs. K. bought several slaves while here, and 
that his boat, with these on board, is on her way, not for Clarence in the meantime, but 
for North West Bay. It appears to me that slave-dealing, of the kind carried on by 
Mr. and Mrs. Knowles, is as much a breach of Treaty between England and Old 
Calabar as it would be were Mr. K., and such as he, to carry a cargo gi human beings 
to Cuba or to New Orleans. 

It will be a service to freedom and to humanity if you can procure the liberation 
of Rosanna, and have her sent back to her protectors in Old Calabar, provided she 
wishes to return. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. ANDERSON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Governor of Fernando Po. 


Sir, Fernando Po, February 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the hononr to transmit to your Excellency copy of a letter addressed to 
me by Rev. Mr. Anderson, Presbyterian Missionary at Old Calabar, in reference to the 
abduction of a free girl from that country by Mr. Knowles, who is a resident in this 


colony. 

— further, to acquaint your Excellency that, previous to my recent departure 
from Old Calabar, in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Sharpshooter,” Mr. Knowles had 
consented to take Miss Macintosh’s proffered payment, in cash, of the debt of 5/., which 
she owed to him, and I, therefore, acquainted him that I proposed applying to your 
Excellency to have the child delivered up to me, in order to have her returned to her 
natural protectors. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) ° THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 87. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Rev. W. Anderson. 


Reverend Sir, Fernando Po, February 27, 1859. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of January 29th, in 
reference to a complaint made by Mrs. Macintosh against Mr. and Mrs. Knowles, of this 
Island, for having forcibly seized and taken away with them, from Old Calabar, an 
emancipated girl, named nna, living under Mrs. Macintosh’s protection. 

In reply, I have to inform you, that I have sent the girl Rosanna by the present 
mail-steamer “ Retriever,’ Mrs. Knowles having informed me that she is not supplied 
with clothes. 

As Mrs. Knowles has refused to pay the gir!’s passage over I have done it, but 
expect that Mrs. M. will not allow me to be at a loss by this, nor by the guarantee 
that I have given, in writing, to Mrs. Knowles, of Mrs. M.’s 5/. about to be paid. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 88. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, March 4, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of applications for emancipation 
papers to be granted to three persons attached to the Presbyterian Mission in Old 
Calabar, according to a form of which I have the honour to inclose a copy, and which 
has been approved by Her Majesty’s late Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the 
Earl of Clarendon (in Slave Trade, No. 4, yong Office, March 27th, 1856). 

have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 88. 
Mrs. Edgerley to Consul Hutchinson. 


My dear Sir, Duke Town, February 16, 1859. 


I WILL feel obliged to you by letting me have a manumitted paper for a girl 
seven years of age, a Mangan, named Lucy Baillie Edgerley, country name, Eyung. 


And you will oblige, &c. 
(Signed) ROSA R. EDGERLEY. 


Inclosure 2 ih No. 88. 
Certificate. 


Ikoneto, Old Calabar, February 16, 1859. 
WE wenhin! certify that Mr. Thomson has fully redeemed the man named Yellow 


Will, native of New Calabar, aged about twenty years, from his late owners. 
AUBONG OFIONG, his * mark. 
ENIANG OFIONG, his 4 mark. 
Witness: * 


(Signed) A. Hewan. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 88. . 
Declaration. 


Ikuneta, Old Calabar, April 27, 1858. 
I HEREBY declare that the Ibo girl, Akanem Esien, whom I now put into Miss 
Johnstone's hands to be educated, is free, so that neither I nor any one else has hence- 


forth any right of property in her. 
(Signed) ESHEN EYO HONESTY. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) Hues Gop. 
Jane GoLpie. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 88. 


Names of Free Persons connected with the Old Calabar Mission House, being Natives of Old Ca'abar or 
neighbouring counties redeemed from Slavery. 




















English Names. Native Names. Born in or brought from. 
Lucy Baillie Edgerley .. -.| Eyung .. --| Mangan... 
Yellow Will = eis aa J aw + New Calabar 
Mary Goldie... nts ..| Akanem Eisen ..| Ibo .. ae 








THOS, J. HUTCHINSON, Consul. 
Fernando Po, February 19, 1859. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 88. 
Manumission Paper. 


TO all whom these presents come, greeting ; Know ye that Lucy Baillie Edgerley, 
aged about seven years, whose country name is Eyung, and who was born in Mangan 
country, has been this day declared before me to have been originally a slave, but to be 
now manumitted. This ir, therefore, to declare that fact to all whom it may concern, 
and to forbid any one into whose hands she may come from again making her a slave 
under the pain of incurring the displeasure of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, and 
of suffering such penalty as the Government may attach to such a step. 

Given under my hand and seal at Fernando Po, this 19th day of February, 


1859. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, Consul. 





No. 89. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
(No. 11.) 


My Lord, : Fernando Po, March 4, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on my recent visit to the Came- 
roons river, I ascertained that there was a vacancy in the sovereignty of Bell Town, 
caused by the death of King Bell, which occurred during the past year. This man was 
the oldest, and had always been considered the head of the petty Kings in Cameroons. 

On conferring with the British Supercargoes about his successor, they informed me 
that his son, Bonny Bell, was considered by the natives, as well as by themselves, to be 
the proper person. They (the Supercargoes), however, complained to me that, since 
King Bell’s death, a comey had been demanded larger in amount than that which had 
been formerly paid, and which was provided for in the bye-laws. They likewise 
informed me that cask-houses had been lately robbed. 

J therefore apprised Bonny Bell, when he came on board Her Majesty’s steam- 
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vessel “ Sharpshooter,” that I should delay acknowledging him King, for the causes just 
mentioned, as far as British interests were concerned, till my next official visit to 
Cameroons river, as I had done with reference to John Archibong in the Old Calabar. 
The Supercargoes expressed their gratification at my having come to this decision. 

I hope my proceedings in this affair will likewise meet your Lordship’s appro- 


bation. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 90. 


(tt, 1833 Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
o. 12. 
My Lord, Fernando Po, March 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith originals (as well as copies, referring to 
part) of a correspondence that I have had during the past month with the Supercargoes 
of the Old Calabar River. 

I shall briefly explain to your Lordship the purport of these communications, 

In Inclosure No. ] it may be seen that Messrs. Baak, Morgan, Cheetham, and Aldcroft, 
have complained of Mr. Michael Hearn’s adopting the country custom of detaining a 
man on board his ship, as security for the payment of a debt. Your Lordship can like- 
wise observe that Mr. Hearn is charged with firing a gun after a canoe that came along- 
side with a request from its chief occupant (and owner) to see the prisoner. 

I did not consider that I would be justified in requesting Mr. M. Hearn to set this 
man free, because I know that the natives are much indebted to Messrs. Tyson and 
Richmond, of Liverpool, for whom Mr. Hearn is Supercargo. 

In returning an answer to the Supercargoes who had complained, I reminded them 
of the facts perpetrated by Messrs. Morgan and Cheetham (as mentioned in despatch 
No. 7, dated 3rd March, 1859), and I likewise informed them that I was compelled at 
last to resort to the measures recommended to me by Earl Clarendon (No. 12, May 21st, 
1856), “to leave the Calabar Supercargoes to themselves, and abandon as hopeless all 
attempts to arbitrate between them and the native Chiefs.” 

At the same time, I cautioned Mr. Hearn, with reference to the charge made 
against him of firing a gun whilst he was bound over in a penalty of fifly pounds to keep 
the peace towards all persons in Old Calabar during the time of his stay in that 


river. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 


The Supercargoes at Old Calabar to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Hulk “ Eendragt,”’ Old Calabar, March 1, 1859. 


WE beg to forward you a communication from the Chiefs in Duke Town, from 
which you will see that in consequence of Mr. Michael Hearn having detained Adam 
Archibong as a prisoner on board the “Golden Age,” our trade has been stopped. 
Adam Archibong owes all the other Supercargoes in the river, as well as Mr. M. Hearn, 
and we wish to know from you, Sir, if the acts of Mr. M. Hearn are to be allowed to 
cause the stoppage of all our trade. and seriously to interfere with the trade of the 
interior markets, when the Calabar gentlemen are anxious to improve the state of their 
produce. You will perceive, from the Chief’s letter, that Adam Archibong was detained 
whilst on his way to the Ekpa market (for the purpose of arranging for the improvement 
of the quality of the oil in that market), and that in direct opposition to the agreement 
entered into by the Supercargoes and natives on the 25th August last. 

Anxiously awaiting your reply, as there isa very heavy amount of capital now 


laying idle here, 
We have, &c. 


J. BAAK, “ Eendragt.” 

JOHN S. MORGAN, “ Roderick Dhu.” 
THO. AGAR ALDGCROFT, “ Africa,” 
SAMUEL CHEETHAM, “ Elisabeth.” 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 
The Chiefs of Duke Town to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Duke Town, Old Calabar, March 1, 1859. 


WE, the Undersigned, beg to inform you that we had arranged to send up to 
Ickpa Market, Adam Archibong and Black Davis, to beg these people to make good 
oil, as now it is very bad, and also to give them some presents, as is usual at this 
season. Mr. Michael Hearn had sent a message to Adam Archibong, asking him to 
cs board the ‘‘Golden Age,” as he wanted to see him. He went on board, and 

r. Hearn at once made him prisoner, keeping him in a closely-confined berth, 
although he was in ill health. 

On hearing this news, Black Davis went alongside the “Golden Age” to see what 
was the matter, when Mr. Hearn told him if he or any other Calabar man put his 
hand on the ship he would shoot him. As Davis went away, he met Bassey Henshaw, 
who likewise was going to inquire into the matter. Davis advised Bassey not to go; 
and as they returned, a gun was fired from the “Golden Age,” the shot passing across 
the canoe, close to Bassey Henshaw. This occurred on the 28th February. This 
morning, while we attended a meeting on board the ship “ Eendragt,” at which Captain 
Baak, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Aldcroft, and Mr. Cheetham were present. Black Davis came 
on board from a visit to Adam Archibong on board the “Golden Age,” and delivered 
a message to us to the effect that if he remained confined there four days he 
should die. 

On the 25th of August, 1858, we entered into an agreement with the Supercargoes 
here, which was signed by them, and a copy of which we inclose, regulating the 
proceedings to be adopted in collecting debts. 

After this agreement, we considered ourselves safe from seizure. And now, in 
direct contradiction to this agreement, Adam Archibong is detained, while on his way 
to open the Ickpa Markets, and enable us to pay our debts. 

. _ We want to know how the Supercargoes can expect us to’ get them oil (for all the 
markets will be stopped), so long as Adam Archibong remains a prisoner. 
We remain, &c. 
(Signed) J. ARCHIBONG. 
ONTARIO YOUNG, hig mark. 
EPHRAIM DUKE, his, mark. 
THOMAS HOGAN, 
BASSEY HENSHAW, his mark. 
BLACK DAVIS, his 4 mark. 
YELLOW DUKE, his ¥ mark. 
CO CO HENSHAW DUKE. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 90. 
The Duke Town Traders to the Supercargoes at Old Calabar. 


Gentlemen, Duke Town, February 28, 1859. 


I AM very sorry to tell all you that we agree to send Adam Archibong and Black 
Davis to go stop mud in market, and Adam go on board the ship, and Mr. Hearn catch 
him. So we inquire this from you, Gentlemen, if you will want any oil from us this 
year again. Please to let us know about this. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN ARCHIBONG. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 90. 


Minute. 


August 25, 1858, 
THE following law was this day agreed to at a full meeting of the Duke Town 
Traders, and English and Dutch Supercargoes then trading in the river. ; 
That for the prevention, unless after the Egba Law had failed in procuring your . 
just debt, no Calabar should be seized until the following had been tried :—- 
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That a party, owing any Supercargo a debt, be taken by Egba within seven days, 
when he is found not paying that debt, either to the head of the house to which ie 
belongs, or, in case of his not being connected with any large house, then to the head 
of the town; and after a given period is given to that debtor, and his having failed in 
that specified time, then that Egba gives up that debtor to the party claiming him. 
(Signed) JOHN S. MORGAN. 

MICHL. HEARN, 

WM. HEARN, “ Abeona.” 

J. BAAK, “ Eendragt.” 

THOS. A. ALDCROFT, “ Africa.” 





Inclosure 5 in No. 90. 
Mr. Hearn to Consul Hutchinson. 


Dear Sir, Ship “ Golden Age,” Old Calabar, March 1, 1859. 


I CAME to this river as agent for Messrs. Tyson and Richmond, of Liverpool, to 
collect debts due to them by the natives, and you are aware that one of their ships had 
to go away empty, having become rotten after remaining two and half years in this 
river, leaving a large amount of their property in native traders’ hands. Now, ships 
have come into this river for the purpose of buying this oil accumulated on Tyson and 
Richmond’s capital. Seeing that those natives had no intention of paying me, and that 
they were selling oil to those ships, and that my vessels were likely to remain here at 
expense, I had recourse to country law, and detained Adam Archibong for those debts. 
They (the natives) now inform me that they have had a meeting on board a vessel in 
the river, and are writing to you to have this man let go. As I have caught him now, 
it would be ruin to let him go, as they would then not come near either of my ships ; 
and King Eyo himself said it was the only means of recovering debts in this country, and 
is native law and custom. Captain Baak has, since I came here, detained a native for 
debt, and got paid. It is not alone not paying their old debts, but they say they must 
get new trust. By retaining this man I will get the debts; by now letting him go I 
would lose all. They have been advised, 1 am ashamed to say, by white men, to 
hold out, and that you will make me let him go. There has been no violence used, 
as I detained him when he came on board, and have not ironed him, putting him ina 
room on board the “Golden Age.” T feel confident it is the only means by which 
I will get the debts; the late King Eyo told me to take his own brother for the Creek 
Town debts and that it was the only secure means of getting them. 

These natives have some weeks since cut away my long-boat’s sails, stolen my 
canoe, and broken into my cask-house. Detaining this man, according to country 
custom, is the only means of getting the debts. Letting go now is losing a terrible 
amount of honest merchants’ property for ever, and from your experience in those 
rivers, yor will, I think, say so yourself. Twelve months’ since, I offered, as a native 
owing brought up oil to pay him for half—the other half going to liquidate his debt— 
and continue doing so till his debt was paid. This did not succeed. The amount of 
debts is over 1,000 puncheons. Some of them have actually laughed at me, when 
soliciting the payment of these debts. Hoping that you are well, 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) MICH. HEARN. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 90. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Supercargoes at Old Calabar. 


Gentlemen, Fernando Po, March 4, 1859. 


YOUR letter of Ist March, inclosing a communication from the Chiefs of 
Duke Town, reached me last night. Both of these complain of Mr. Michael Hearn 
having detained Adam Archibong as prisoner in the “ Golden Age,” and of a stoppage 
of trade in consequence. You likewise state that this is in direct opposition to an 
agreement entered into by the Supercargoes and natives on the 25th August last. 

Of the law mentioned I have not been informed till the present copy was forwarded 
to me, but on my recent visit to the Old Calabar river in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel 
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“ Sharpshooter,” a copy of a circular was put into my hands, accusing a Supercargo 
(Mr. Morgan) of having, by his armed boat, seized a canoe of oil in charge of the chief 
officer of the writer, Mr. Chesthunts. This document concluded by giving notice that 
‘in future, Mr. Cheetham’s people would be armed and prepared to resist the seizure of 
his property, as well as have orders to treat as pirates any parties attacking or 
otherwise molesting them while on duty.” 

Of Mr. Cheetham’s legal right to do this, I presume to make no question—of the 
expediency of Mr. Morgan’s endeavour to get in the palm oil due to him by seizing 
some on the river with an armed boat, I do not venture to judge—of the charges and 
counter-charges of assault made recently before me in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel 
“ Sharpshooter,” connected as they were with bludgeons, daggers, and pistols, I venture 
to pronounce no opinion. 

But I deem it incumbent upon me to give to you here an extract from despatch 
No. 12, May 21st, 1856, written by Her Majesty's late Secretary of State for F oreign 
Affairs, the Earl of Clarendon. 1 have more than once brought the subject of this 
despatch: before you, referring as it did to an affair connected with your river. In it 
occurs the following statement :—- 

“ Neither Her Majesty’s Government nor Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po, 
have any legal power to oblige the British Supercargoes stationed in the rivers of the 
Bight of Biatra to adopt or to obey any particular code of trading regulations, and you 
will, if necessary, inform the Supercargoes that if, in order to recover debts due by the 
natives to them, they choose to have recourse to unjust, violent, and high-handed 
measures, the British Consul at Fernando Po must leave the Supercargoes to themselves, 
and abandon as hopeless all attempts to arbitrate between them and the native Chiefs.” 

I regret to be obliged to feel that the time is come when I deem it necessary to act 
upon the instructions given to me here, and to decline, for the future, attempting what 
I have hitherto found to be an impossibility, namely, to amalgamate the discordant 
elements of which the body of Supercargoes at Old Calabar is composed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 90. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Duke Town ‘I’raders. 


Gentlemen, Fernando Po, March 4, 1859. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of March Ist, complaining of 
Mr. Michael Hearn having detained Adam Archibong as a prisoner on board the 
“Golden Age,” when he (Adam) was about proceeding to Ikpa Market, in company 
with Black Davis, to try and make arrangements as to stopping the mud adulterations in 
the palm oil brought from that place. 

In that letter, you also state that a gun was fired from the “ Golden Age,” after 
Bassey Henshaw’s canoe had been alongside, the shot passing across the canoe close to 
Bassey. On this, as well as on the matter of Adam Archibong’s illness reported in your 
letter, I am addressing a letter to Mr. Hearn, which I inclose. 

With reference to the subject of the law agreed to by you on 25th August last 
(and copy of which sent to me is signed only by the Supercargoes, not by yourselves), 
I was entirely ignorant until I received your copy. On my late visit to your river in 
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘‘ Sharpshooter,” you did not agree to my proposal to have 
repealed the regulation which you made, in preventing small boys to come on board the 
ships with their own property of palm oil to sell. I therefore, finding my faith in your 
Egba authority, as well as my confidence in your willingness to carry it out, as regards 
the payment of debts due to British Supercargoes, to be shaken by that refusal, do not 
feel myself authorized to set aside any law which ] know to have existed a long time, 
and to be sanctioned by your Government, namely, of detaining a man as a hostage on 
board a vessel till his debt be paid. At the same time, you are all awere that I have 
ever and always set’ my face against the abominable system of taking trust, which leads 
to such an occurrence as that of which you at present complain. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, 





Crass B. L 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 90. 
Consul Hutchinson to Mr. Hearn. 


Sir, Fernando Po, March 4, 1859. 

I HAVE received a letter from the traders of Duke Town, complaining of your 
having detained Adam Archibong a prisoner on board the ‘Golden Age,” for a debt 
due to you. This communication likewise informs me that from your ship a gun was 
fired, after Bassey Henshaw had been alongside your vessel, and that the shot from said 
gun passed very close to Bassey. 

I do not presume offering to he any other advice than that I have previously given 
to all the Supercargoes of Old Calabar, on the manner of your dealings with the natives, 
as regards your enforcing the payment of their debts due to your merchants; but I 
regret being compelled, by the foregoing statement in the Chief’s letter, to remind you 
that you and your brother are bound over in penalties of 501. each to keep the peace 
towards all persons’ resident in Old Calabar territory, during the time of your stay in 
that river, and that firing a gun after a native in a canoe is not the way to observe this 
obligation. 

I make these observations only assuming the statement of the native traders to be 
true, having as yet heard from you no explanation on the subject. : 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 91. 
(No. 18 Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
o. 13.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, March 28, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 3, February 10th, 
transmitting to me an extract of a despatch from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Judge 
in the Mixed Commission Court established at the Havana, containing a list of vessels, 
some of which are reported to have already sailed, and others as being about to sail, for 
a African Coast, and are suspected of being intended to be employed in the Slave 

rade. 

I shall obey your Lordship’s instructions in making known the particulars contained 
in Mr. Crawford’s despatch to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s ships with whom 
I may be able to communicate. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 92. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury,—( Received May 9.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, ‘fernando Po, March 28, 1859. 


J HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that on my recent visit to the River 
Bonny (at the time of proceeding there in Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Archer,” to 
investigate the facts connected with the murder of a cooper on board a British ship), I 
was informed by the Supercargoes that a battle had been fought on the morning of my 
arrival between the retinues of two very influential traders. The fight had occurred up 
acreek, about two miles from Bonny—the warfare of these people being musketry, as 
well as large guns in their canoes Seven people kad been killed on one side, and five 
on the other, with many wounded on both sides. 

Oko Jumbo and Oko Apello (the heads of the combatants) are connected with the 
two conflicting parties of the late King Dappo’s and ex-King Pepple’s houses. It was 
bruited about by many individuals of each faction, that the end of this thing should bc 
an universal civil war, falling nothing short of extermination of one house or the other. 

Ten thousand tonnage of shipping being in the river, and the palm oil season 
commencing, it was a very serious thing, the possibility of such an outbreak, or a like 
consummation. I therefore deemed it expedient to yield to the request of the Super- 
cargoes in asking the opposing parties to allow me to arbitrate between them. This was 


! 
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gladly acquiesced in, and I met them on two several occasions, with the four Regents 
and a number of the chief traders, on board the hulk “ Ambrosine,” belonging to 
Messrs. Charles Horsfall and Sons, of Liverpool. 

It would be tedious to relate to your Lordship the narrative of a feud, which had 
its origin in family disputes many years ago. The result of our conferences was, that 
the Regents, at my suggestion, obliged the dispytants to pay fines of remuneration to one 
another, for the loss of lives and property in slaves killed and goods destroyed; and 
bound them over, on threat of inflicting i Bat fine, ta keep the peace towards one 
another for the future. 

The inclosure, which I have the honour to subjoin, was sent to me by tle Super- 
cargoes, after the affair had been brought to a peaceful termination. 

I hope I shall receive your Lordship’s approbation of my proceedings in this 
matter. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure in No. 92. 
The Supercargoes on Bonny River to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Court of Equity, Bonny, March 25, 1859. 
WE, the Supercargoes trading in the Bonny, beg to tender our most cordial thanks 
for the very able, patient, and discreet manner in which you conducted the inquiry into 
the disturbance between Oko Jumbo and Oko Apello, and the very successful conclusion 
which, through your mediation, was arrived at. Had a civil war broken out, which 
appeared at one time inevitable, the loss to British interest and British property would 
have been incalculable, independent of the carnage and loss of life among the natives, 
the contemplation of which alone is fearful. These disastrous consequences, we feel 
proud to think, have been averted by your timely presence and judicious interference ; 
and sincerely trusting that all future adjudications which may occur during the 
remaining period of your Consulship may be as pacifically and satisfactorily arranged, 
and that the present may prove the precursor of a better government in Bonny. With 
the deepest gratitude and reiterated thanks, we subscribe ourselves, &c. 
(Signed) ROBT. WYLIE, 

JAMES K. SHAW. 

REUBEN HEMINGWAY. 

ARTHUR W. SERLE. 

J. S. STOWE. 

R. COUSTE. 

JOHN W. BRAGG. 

JAMES FINIGIN. 

PETER FREDERICH. 

J. C. ROGERSON. 





No. 93. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 

(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 19, 1859. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 9 of the 4th March last, I have to acquaint 
you, that I approve your having procured the restitution to her friends of the emancipated 
girl who had been forcibly seized and taken away from Old Calabar by two residents in 
Fernando Po. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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No. 94. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 19, 1859. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your having granted emancipation papers 
to the three persons attached to the Deaxiriedes Mission in Old Calabar, a description 
of whom is given in your despatch No. 10 of the 4th March last. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 96. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson, No. 10, May 21, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Consul 
Campbell, No. 13.] 





No. 96. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1859. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 7 of the 2nd March last, reporting the death of 
King Eyo Honesty of Creek Town, and the steps taken by you, on the occasion of your 
recognizing his son Young Eyo as his successor; and I have to acquaint you, that I 
approve your proceedings as reported in your above-mentioned despatch. 

I have at the same time to desire that you will express to Young Eyo, the 
gratification with which Her Majesty’s Government has learnt, that on the death of his 
father, he put a stop to the barbarous custom which has hitherto prevailed of making 
human sacrifices on the death of a King. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 97. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1859. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 8 of the 2nd of March last, I have to 
acquaint you that I approve the decision come to by you in regard to the recognition of 


John Archibong as a successor to the late Duke Ephraim in the sovereignty of Duke 
Town, Old Calabar. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 98. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1859. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 11 of the 4th March last, and I have to 
acquaint you that under the circumstances therein reported, I approve of your having 
delayed to recognize Bonny Bell, as the successor to his father, the late King Bell in the 
sovereignty of Bell Town. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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No. 99. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 

(No. 14.) . 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1859. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 14 of the 28th March last, I have to 
acquaint you that I approve your having interfered and brought to a peaceable 
termination, the differences which had arisen between some rival Chiefs, in the 
neighbourhood of Bonny river, which had already previous to your arrival led to 
bloodshed, and threatened to put a stop to the trade in that river. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 100. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 15.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 23, 1859. 

YOU are already aware, that it has been for sometime in contemplation, to issue an 
Order in Council conferring magisterial authority on Her Majesty’s Consuls on the 
West Coast of Africa, both with the view to guard the commercial intercourse between 
Her Majesty’s subjects and native Africans, against frequent interruption by mutual 
misunderstandings, disputes, and arbitrary acts, and with the view also to the better 
government of British subjects. 

In order, however, to enable Her Majesty's Government to carry out their intentions 
in this matter, it will be necessary that the concurrence should be obtained of those 
native Chiefs, within whose territories it is proposed to give effect to the provisions of 
the proposed Order in Council. 

I have accordingly to instruct you to make known to the native Chiefs within your 
Consular jurisdiction the object which Her Majesty’s Government has in view, in 
conferring this authority upon you, and I inclose the draft of a Treaty or Agreement 
which you will propose for their acceptance. 


; I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
ee ee 


No. 101. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 15.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, April 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 4, confidential, of March 23rd, 
transmitting to me a list and description of certain vessels which have been denounced 
to Her Majesty’s Government as being intended to be employed in the Slave Trade, and 
desiring that I should make known the particulars contained in the inclosed papers 
confidentially to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty's cruizers, with whom I may 
be able to communicate. 

I shall obey your Lordship’s instructions on the subject. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 102. 


The Eart of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson, No. 16, June 16, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see similar despatch to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 17.] 





78 AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. 
No. 103. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 17, 1859. 

I HAVE received ge despatch No. 12 of the 21st March last, together with its 
inclosures, relating to the proceedings of Mr. Hearn, a supercargo in the Old Calabar 
river, in detaining a native trader named Archibong on board his ship as a hostage for 
the payment of a debt due by Arcnibong to Mr. Hearn’s employers at Liverpool. 

I have in reply to state to you that I cannot approve of your having come to the 
determination not to interfere to procure Archibong’s release. You are aware that Her 
Majesty’s Government have on several occasions strongly discountenanced similar 
arbitrary proceedings on the part of the Supercargoes, and you would have acted more in 
conformity with the letter and spirit of your instructions if you had at once used 
whatever influence or authority you might have possessed to get this man set at liberty. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 104. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, Ne. 1, July 5, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see similar despatch to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 18.] 





ee 
No. 106. © 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 16.) 


My Lord, “ Archer,” Bonny River, May 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 5, April 23rd conveying 
your Lordship’s approbation of my having remonstrated with King Amacree, and 
procured from him a promise to rescind his prohibition against the Bonny traders, with 


reference to their crossing the New Calabar river to purchase palm oil at the Brass 
markets. 





Thave, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 106. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 1.) 
(No. 17.) 
My Lord, “ Archer,” Bonny River, May 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 6, with reference to my 
having sent back to their own country, from Old Calabar, two Sierra Leone men, named 
Hazely and Fury, and approving of the steps which [ deemed it necessary to take in this 
matter. 

Your Lordship’s approbation on this affair is a most important one, and will, I trust, 
tend to the keeping away of such characters from my jurisdiction ; for the misconduct of 
men like these is ever likly to render ‘British life and property insecure, as well as to 
suppress amongst the natives the growth of eee my in British character. 

have, &c, 


(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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No. 107. 


(sto. 18) Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 1.) 
o. 18. 
My Lord, “ Archer,” Bonny River, May 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 7, April 23rd, transmitting 
to me extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court 
at Havana, containing information respecting vessels reported as being destined to be 
employed in the Slave Trade. 

I shall take the earliest occasions of communicating the information contained in 
that paper, as well as in the memorandum which accompanied it, to the Commanders of 
Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of Africa Station. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) THOS. J HUTCHINSON. 
8 
No. 108. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, “ Archer,” Bonny River, June 4, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government; 
an account of the matter which at this time requires my presence in the River 
Bonny. 

The facts of half a million’s worth of British property being at stake, as well as of 
several of the ships and hulks now in this river having been struck by large shot coming 
from the shore, constituted the affair to be one needing immediate attention. At the 
time of the “ Retriever’s”’ arrival at Clarence, bearing Mr. Hemingway and the news of 
the outbreak, no British man-of-war steamer was at Fernando Po; and I therefore 
solicited Governor Don Carlos Chacon’s permission for the Spanish screw-steamer, 
‘Santa Theresa,” to bring me to Lagos, in order to seek the assistance of the Senior 
Officer, Captain Sanderson, R.N., commanding Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Archer.” 1 
had written the application, and received the Governor’s compliance with it, his Excellency 
having at once sent off orders for the steamer to be got ready, when two British men-of- 
war steamers hove in sight, namely, Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Archer,” and Her 
Majesty’s steam-ship “ Hydra.” As soon as these vessels had dropped their anchors I 
made application for assistance to Captain Sanderson, with which, sensible of its import- 
ance, he complied ; not only bringing me up here in his own vessel, but leaving orders at 
Fernando Po for Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Viper,’” Commander Hewett, R.N. (now here 
likewise), to follow us on her expected arrival from the South Coast. Captain Sanderson 
did not deem it expedient to order the “Hydra” to accompany him, as sixteen of her 
ship’s company were down in fever. 

In one of my despatches addressed to your Lordship in March last and sent to 
England by the Royal Mail steamer “ Armenian,” I have detailed some of the incidents 
connected with a collision at Bonny between Oko Jumbo and Oko Epello, in which 
some slaves on both sides were killed, and wherein my arbitration was requested by 
the natives, Regents as well as Chief traders. I did not at the time send home any copy 
of the agreement entered into; and I will confess to your Lordship my chief reason for 
omitting to do so was, that I had no faith in its being kept. For I believe hostilities 
were suspended, and this apparent amicability established, under the impression that 
Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Archer,” which brought me up to this river to investigate the 
case of murder on board one of the vessels at New Calabar, was still outside the river’s 
mouth. It may not be needless for me to record the conviction of my experience, that 
the moral force power of the highest executive authority in Her Majesty’s Government 
would be of no avail amongst the natives here without the moral force presence of a 
man-of-war. 

The affair between Oko Jumbo’s and Oko Epello’s houses (as reported in my 
former despatch) was one of many evidences of late occurrence, illustrating an extensive 

irit of disorder existing amongst the people in Bonny. From the various accounts 
given to me by the opposing houses of the two Chief Regents (namely, Jack Manilla and 
Anne Pepple), I am under the impression that the absence of a defined Monarchical 
Government has a good deal to do with it. In communities like those of the negro 
tribes on the coast of Western Africa, a Provisional Government, or a Quadruple 
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Regency, such as exists here, cannot have its administrative functions carried on 
smoothly, more especially where, as in Bonny, all the executive are of the serf class. 
Hence the governed have no respect for those who rule over them. Small factional or 
family differences connected with the desertion of slaves (working hands) from one house 
to another are often the nuclei of insurrectionary movements, ending in bloodshed. The 
majority of the native traders now in Bonny, though they be of the slave class, have 
risen up by their energy and attention to the palm oil trade to be men of considerable 
means. 

Unfortunately one species of article with which they have been supplied by the 
Supercargoes in their barter and traffic is a quantity of large guns. The number of 
cannon possessed by them is not less than a hundred by each of the two opposing houses, 
and this ordinance is of a calibre ranging from 2-pounders to 32-pounders. 

So that, when petty disputes arise, the first and only appeal of the disputants is to 
gun law. The different ramifications of party relationship soon cause this spirit to 
be extensively spread about, and hence the frequent civil wars that have occurred of 
late. 
Some of the people wish to have King Pepple back, because they are more willing 
to endure a despotic rule (such as they confess his to have been towards them) than to 
suffer under a condition of insubordination which must ever exist during the present 
Regency, constituted, as it is, of men who, being of the slave class, can have no 
authority. 

The Supercargoes are likewise anxious for Pepple’s return. 

In a population of about 5,000 at Bonny Town, there are nearly 300 who are traders. 
All of these are of the serf class, although the trading portion, from their commercial 
position, do not admit subservience to any one. 

I mentioned to your Lordship, in my despatch on this subject before referred to, that 
my arbitration was solicited by the natives, not volunteered by me. In their bond it was 
agreed to by referees, chosen on either side by the Regents, that the then existing 
differences could be settled amicably if the Regents consented to bind themselves each to 
pay a penalty of a hundred puncheons of palm oil in case a like outbreak occurred again 
and was not suppressed by them, the constituted authorities of the country. 

It would not be easy to advance stronger proof of these Regents being inefficient 
as governing powers, ror to demonstrate more clearly what slender reliance is to be 
placed on the written guarantee of a black man, than the fact of this last outbreak having 
originated between their own immediate houses. 

Your Lordship may learn by the Supercargo’s statement, that shots from several of 
the large guns fired in the town on Sunday, the 22nd, passed over the river and damaged 
three of the vessels here ; one shot passed right through the ship “ Ferozepore.” 

On the day of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Archer’s” arrival in the river, Captain 
Sanderson very promptly sent ashore for the Regents, who, when an explanation was 
demanded of them as to the cause of breaking their agreement with one another and 
with me, could give none. A number of the head traders came on board with the 
Regents, and Captain Sanderson, after patiently listening to their palaver for a consider- 
able time, gave them three days to liquidate the fine or abide the consequences. 

He likewise insisted on their discharging all their large guns on shore, reported to 
be loaded and shotted, before they returned to the ship, and was fortunate enough 
to induce their (the Regents) making promises of revived friendship to one another 
by shaking hands before they left the quarter-deck of Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
“ Archer.” 

At the termination of the prescribed three days, they came on board this ship, 
humbly craving to have the amount of fine lessened. This Captain Sanderson at first 
consented to do only by the compromise of their bringing off 100 large guns from the 
beach, along with another 100 puncheons of palm oil. The dread of being obliged to 
give up their guns seemed to terrify them, because they said as soon as it was known in 
New Calabar that they had no arms, they should be all at the mercy of the people of 
that country, and at once killed. They still begged, with wearying importunity, for a 
remission, advancing their poverty as the strongest plea. 

Captain Sanderson at length consented to take tle diminished fine of 100 puncheons, 
to be paid within twenty-four hours, includjug, with this agreement, a guarantee not 
any more to use their guns or other fire-arms against one another, or against British life 
and property. I may add that. the terms of this document have been proposed entirely 
by themselves. 

On the following day, a deputation from the Regents came on board to beg a 
prolongation of the term for discharging the fine to a period of eight days. Captain 
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Sanderson at first refused this, and told them that he saw no reliance could be placed on 
their promises. This proposition was, however, subsequently accepted, on condition of 
their bringing a security from the Supercargoes in their behalf. a few hours after- 
wards the Supercargoes, whose names are affixed to the paper annexed, came on 

and Captain Sanderson (as well as I) deemed it expedient to sanction its acceptance by 
the Chairman of the Equity Court. — 

It was then thought advisable to see about establishing matters here on a more firm 
foundation than they had existed before, chiefly as regards the Equity Court, which must 
be considered the head guiding power of trade arrangements. 

I have the honour to submit to your Lordship the arrangements sanctioned in this 
last-named portion of our proceedings ; all of which, in this matter, will, I hope, meet 
your Lordship’s approbation. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 
The Supercargoes in Bonny River to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Bonny River, May 22, 1859. 

WE have prevailed upon Mr. Hemingway to proceed in the “Retriever” to 
Fernando Po, that he may represent to you the dreadful state the Bonny is in, a civil 
war having broken out this morning, about 9 o’clock; and up to the time of steamer 
leaving, several ships in the river have been hulled, and shots continually passing amongst 
them. 

There are seventeen ships and six hulks, laden with valuable property, amounting 
to at least half a million sterling, lying here at the mercy of these savages, perfectly 
unprotected, and we, one and ail, are fully persuaded that nothing but the presence 
of a formidable force in the river, immediately, can possibly repress this state of affairs. 

We remain, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES FINIGIN. 
JAMES K. SHAW. 
J. S. STOWE. 
J. C. ROGERSON. 
J. WHITE. 
A. W. SERLE. 
P. IREDALE. 
ROBT. WYLIE. 
F. GRANT. 
JOHN W. BRAGG. 
R. COUSTE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 108. 
Consul Hutchinson to Captain Sanderson. 


Sir, Fernando Po, May 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, herewith, copy of a letter which I received 
to-day from the British Supercargoes at Bonny. This communication was brought to me 
by one of that body (Mr. Hemingway), as its subject was considered by them of sufficient 
importance to employ the Royal Mail steamer “ Retriever” to have it sent here. 

Immediately on the receipt of this letter, whose contents you will see to be of vital 
importance to an immense amount of British capital, I applied to his Excellency the 
Governor of this Island, to permit the “ Santa Teresa,” Spanish screw-steamer, to proceed 
with an account of it to Lagos, requesting your immediate assistance of a man-of-war. 
His compliance had been granted to me about the moment that Her Majesty’s ship 
‘Hydra ” and your steamer hove in sight. 

I deem it my duty to impress upon you the indispensable necessity of allowing either 
of the men-of-war now in this harbour to accompany me at once to Bonny. Without the 
presence of a man-of-war, no executive authority is of use amongst the barbarians of the 
palm oil trading rivers ; and, when I point out to you the fact of half a sation worth of 

Crass B. 
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British property being in danger, as well as record the possibility of an attack being made 
on the trading vessels by savages who are always drunk when they are in fighting 
condition, you will see at once the use of prompt action in this case. Moreover, as these 

ple already know the purpose for which the “ Retriever” has come to Fernando Po, 
it would have a perfectly destructive influence on British interests in that river for the 
future not to take active measures in the present critical position of the interests of 
British merchants. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
ee 
Inclosure 3 in No. 108. 


Captain Sanderson to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, “ Archer,” Fernando Po, May 24, 1859. 


IN reply to your communication of last night, inclosing a copy of a letter from the 
British Supercargoes in the Bonny, brought to this port by one of that body in the Royal 
Mail steamer “ Retriever,” yesterday, hired especially for that purpose, and representing 
to me the present unsettled state of affairs in that river, and the very critical position of 
the interests of the British merchants, a large amount of British property, amounting to 
half a million, being in danger, and the indispensable necessity of a man-of-war to 
accompany you there at once, I have the honour to inform you that, having to take in 
a small quantity of coal and water, I shall ve ready to leave this at 6 p.m. this evening, 
and will be happy to convey you there. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed ) J. SANDERSON. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 108. 
Agreement. 


Hulk “ Ambrosine,” March 24, 1859. 


BONNIGO, Collandace, Fine Country, and Tom Taylor, being two representatives 
each of the Oko Jumbo and Oko Apello parties, were this day chosen (with Irving Brown 
as a neutral) by the Regents to arbitrate on the late disturbance, involving loss of life, 
between the houses of Oko Jumbo and Oko Apello. 

After a deliberation, they pronounced it settled, on condition of the Regents’ signing 
a document, rendering themselves (the Regents) liable to a fine of a hundred puncheons 
each on the occasion of the recurrence of a like outrage, detrimental as it must prove to 
British property. a 

The Regents hereby signify their written assent to the proposition. 

(Signed) JACK MANILLA, his 4 mark. 
ANNIE PEPPLE, his y¢ mark. 


Attested by BAUNIGO, his 4 mark. 
COLLANDUCE, his 4 mark. 
FINE COUNTRY, his ¥ mark. 
TOM TAYLOR, his >< mark. 
F OMINY BROWN, his 4 mark. 


‘In presence of— ’ 
Tuos. J. Hutcuinson, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul. 


J. C. Rocerson, Chairman. 
Rost. WYLIE. 

James Frnicin. 

J. 8. Stowe. 

Joun W. Brace. 

Peter IREDALE. 

R. Cousts. 

A, W. SEnte. 

James R. Suaw. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 196. 
The Supercargoes in Bonny River to. Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, “ Celina,” Bonny River, May 25, 1859. 

AFTER long experience and repeated trials of the present form of government in 
Bonny, and afler mature deliberation, and fiuding the trade of the river daily suffering 
mure, in consequence of the utter incapacity of the present rulers efficiently to discharge 
their duties in protecting and controlling the affairs of the country, we are fully 
convinced that unless a King, invested with absolute authority, be placed at the head of 
the Government of this country, nothing but anarchy, confusion, and constantly 
recurring disturbances, can possibly be expected. 

We are perfectly aware that none but one of the royal blood will be accepted or 
recognized Se natives, and therefore it is our undivided opinion, together with that of the 
majority of the Bonny men, that nothing but the re-instalment of the deposed King Pepple 
can possibly meet the exigencies of the occasion. And we consequently request you to 
represent this to the proper authorities in England, while we, at the same time, will advise 
with our respective merchants on the subject, impressing upon them the necessity of 
paying attention to our practical suggestions, as the only means of enabling them to 
recover their property from the heads of these natives, and prosecuting the trade with 
any possible chance of success. 

We are, &c. 
(Signed) ROBT. WYLIE. 
(And 10 others.) 





Inclosure 6 in No. 108. 
The Supercargoes on Bonny River to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, “ Celina,” Bonny River, May 25, 1859. 

ON Sunday the 22nd instant, at 9 a.m., the rival houses of Manilla and Ellolly 
Pepple opened fire on each other, in defiance of their Treaty made with you on the 24t 
March last, and continued without intermission until 3 P.M. 

Independent of the irreparable injury our merchants are sustaining from the 
stoppage of trade, their property has been injured, and still continues to be jeopardised. 
Three vessels, viz., ‘‘ Ferozepore,” “ Express,” and “ Albo,” have been hulled, and 
many others were in similar danger from innumerable shots falling close to them. A 
quantity of casks and other property, lying at the cask-houses on the beach, have 
sustained damage by the same means, and life has been consequently greatly 
endangered ; and had the natives not dreaded the arrival of the British Consul with 
men-of-war (being aware the “ Retriever” had been despatched for that purpose), we 
have no doubt this state of affairs would have continued an interminable time. 

In consequence of this, as the representative of our Government, we now »pply to 

ou for protection, interference, and redress, in order that our lives and property may 
no longer exposed to such imminent peril, but that the object of our sojourn in these 
rivers may be furthered and attained. 
We are, &c 


(Signed) ROBT. WYLIE. 
(And 10 others.) 





Inclosure 7 in No. 108. 
Guarantee. 


“* Archer,” Bonny River, May 30, 1859. 
WE, the Regents and Head-men of Bonny, having come on board this ship to 
intreat of Captain Sanderson and Consul Hutchinson to diminish the fine of 00 
puncheons each of palm oil (to which the two Regents confess themselves liable by 
their hand to Consul Hutchinson, on 24th March last), do now most earnestly beg to be 
allowed a diminution of the fine to an amount of 100 puncheons in total; and we 
faithfully promise to bind ourselves over for the future to abstain from any use of guns 
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or fire-arms against one another, or be guilty of any aggression against British life and 


rty. 
oe (Signed) JACK MANILLA, his y¢ marx. 
ANNIE PEPPLE, his ;¢ mark. 
ADA ALLISON, his pg mark. 
OFFO DAPPA, his p< mark. 


Regents. 
OKO JUMBO, his »« mark. 
BONNIGO, his p< mark. 
COLLANDUCE, his pq mark. 
TOM BROWN, his »< mark. 
GEORGE GOODHEAD, his pg mark. 
GEORGIE, his 54 mark. 
BLACK FOOBRA, his * mark. 
CAPTAIN HASH, his pq mark. 
JACK NELSON, his mark. 
CHARLEY AFRICA, his p< mark. 
JUNGO, his ;« mark. 


We attest that the foregoing guarantce was signed in our presence. 
J. Sanperson, Captain, R.N. 
Txos. J. Hutcuinson, H.B.M. Consul. 
W.N. W. Hewerr, Commander, R.N. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 108. 
Agreement. 


Hulk “ Celina,” River Bonny, May 31, 1859. 
WE, the Undersigned, hereby agree to advance each twenty puncheons of palm oil, 
on account of a fine to be paid by Oko Jumbo, Bonnigo, Ja Ja, and Collanduce, to be 
returned within twelve days, or one puncheon of palm oil to be forfeited for each 
subsequent day that the payment is delayed. 
(Signed) ROBT. WYLIE, Chairman. 
RE'IBEN HEMINGWAY. 
J.S. STOWE. 
JAMES FINIGEN. 
JAMES R. SHAW. 
We agree to the foregoing document, and sign our marks to it. 
OKO JUMBO, his »« mark. 
BONNIGO, his p¢ mark. 
JA JA, his y4 mark. 
COLLANDUCE, his 5 mark. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 108. 
Minutes of Meetings of the Bonny Equity Court. 


“* Archer,” May 28, 1859. 

ON a full conference, held this day, on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” it was 
mutually agreed upon, by the advice of Captain Sanderson, R.N., and Consul 
Hutchinson, that— 

1. In consequence of the late civil war here, in which some of our ships have been 
hulled, and our lives jeopardised, for the future no British Supercargo shall sell or dash 
to any native trader, any Lancaster gun, or other cannon larger than one-pounders, 
which are necessary for the protection of their trade canoes, nor any ammunition that 
may be used in such kind of ordnance. 


2. That the foregoing agreement is equally applicable to the adjoining river of New 

bar. 

3. That for the future better government of commercial affairs in Bonny, and to 
| { 
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establish a more secure protection of British life and property, it is hereby agreed, that 
the comey to be paid for vessels coming in to trade shall » paid through the Chairman 
of the Equity Court for the time being; and that, in case any outrage occurs on shore, 
which is not suppressed by the Executive of the Regency, that the Court be hereby 
authorized to withhold the said comey until communication can be made with Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po. 

4. It was likewise proposed by Captain Sanderson, R.N., and seconded by Consul 
Hutchinson, and mutually adopted, that, for the future, the Chairman of the Equity 
Court shall not hold office for less than three months. That a report of each meeting 
be forwarded by mail-steamer to the Consul at Fernando Po. 

ROBERT WYLIE, Chairman. 
REUBEN HEMINGWAY. 
F. GRANT. 
JAMES FINIGIN. 
J. S. STOWE. 
JAMES R. SHAW. 
P. WHITE. 
JOHN W. BRAGG. 
J.C. ROGERSON. 
A. WHEELER. 
P. IREDALE. 
R. CORISH. 
Agreed and signed in our presence, 
(Signed) J. Sanperson, Captain, R.N. 
Tuos. J. Hurcuinson, H.B.M. Consul. 
W. N. W. Hewert, Commander, R.N. 


A meeting was held on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Archer,” on the Ist of 
June, 1859. 


The Members of the Equity Court hereby mutually agree and bind themselves 
in any question coming before them, to abide by a decision of the majority; and it is 
further covenanted between the Supercargoes and native traders, that in case of any 
infraction of the rules, for which a fine is imposed, the person who refuses to liquidate 
the fine shall have his trade stopped till the fine be paid. This does not refer in any 


way to the price of oil. 
. 4 (Signed) ROBERT WYLIE, Chairman. 
(And 11 members, as before.) 
JACK MANILLA, his p¢ mark. 
ANNIE FEPPLE, his p¢ mark. 
ADA ALLISON, his 4 mark. 
OFFO DAPPA, his p¢ mark. 


We attest that the following agreement was signed in our presence : 
(Signed) J. Sanperson, Captain, R.N. 
Tuos. J. Hurcuinson, H.B.M. Consul. 
W. N. W. Hewerr, Commander, R.N. 


IT has been agreed to, with the unanimous consent of the Equity Court Members, 
that the fine of a hundred puncheons of palm oil be expended in purchasing buoys for 
the river, and any other accommodations for trade. 

(Signatures as before.) 


“ Archer,” Bonny, June 1, 1859. 


IT was agreed to by the sprite constituting the majority of the Members of the 
Court of Equity, that trade be stopped until the fine of 100 puncheons be paid by the 
guarantees. 
(Signed) ROBERT WYLIE, Chairman. 

REUBEN HEMINGWAY. 

F. GRANT. 

JAMES FINIGIN. 

J. S. STOWE. 

J. WHITE. 

JAMES R,. SHAW. 

JOHN W. BRAGG. 

A. WHEELER. 

J. C. ROGERSON. 
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Proposed by J. W. Bragg, and seconded by Mr. Hemingway, and resolved— 

That the fine to be levied by the foregoing regulations (i.e., in the previous page), 
shall in no case exceed five puncheons, and that half of each fine be divided in equal 
amounts between the Regents. 

(Signed) ROBERT WYLIE, Chairman. 
(And 11 members, as before.) 


* Archer,” June 8, 1859. 
THIS day, it was mutually agreed to between the Supercargoes and the three 
Regents, that Allolly, in consequence of his obstinacy in not agreeing with the others 
in peace resolutions, be no longer regarded as a Regent, and, for the future, not entitled 
to comey, and the Supercargoes, by this same agreement, bind themselves not to permit 
his (Allolly’s) coming on board their ships for trade or any other purposes, not even if 
he unite in the same peace obligations as the others, until the next visit of Her Majesty’s 
Consul in one of Her Majesty’s ships-of-war. 
(Signed) ROBERT WYLIE, Chairman, 
(And 11 members, as before.) 
JACK MANILLA, his * mark. 
ADA ALLISON, his % mark. 
OFFO DAPPA, his > mark. 
Agreed to and signed in presence of— 
(Signed) Joun Sanperson, Captain, R.N. 
Txos. J. Hurcuinson, H.B.M. Consul. 
W. N. W. Hewett, Commander, R.N. 


“ Archer,” June 4. 
IN consequence of Allolly having pledged himself to unite with the others in 
keeping the peace, it is hereby agreed to, that he be allowed to remain in the Regency, 
such a request having been made by the other Regents in authority, as they deemed it 
essential to the peace of the country. But, at the same time, it is considered expedient, 
in order to maintain a proper curb on the rebellious spirit of this man, that he be bound 
over, in a penalty of fifty puncheons of palm oil, not again to cause disturbance; and, 
in case he forfeits this pledge, that he be not allowed to come on board a British hulk or 
other ship, for trade or any purpose, till this fine be paid. 
(Signed) ROBERT WYLIE. 
(And 11 members, as before. 
ALLOLY, his »¢ mark, witnessed by T. IRELanp. 
Agreed to and signed in presence of— 
(Signed) Joun Sanperson, Captain. R.N. 
Tuos. J. Hurcutson, H.B.M. Consul. 
W.N. W. Hewertr, Commander, R.N. 





No. 109. 


Lord J. Russell io Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 2.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1859. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 19 of the 4th ultimo, reporting the steps 
taken by you, in conjunction with the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” in 
order to put stop to hostilities which had broken out between two native Chiefs in the 
Bonny river, and with the view also to prevent a repetition of similar outbreaks, and 
I have to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings, as reported in your above- 
mentioned despatch. 

With regard to that part of your despatch which relates to the return of ex-King 
Pepple to the Bonny river, I have to state that it is not the intention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to interfere either to procure or to prevent Pepple’s return thither. 

Her Majesty’s Government have no wish to interfere in the domestic affairs of the 
Bonny Chiefs, further than to encourage peace and legitimate commerce, and to 
suppress the Slave Trade within their territories; and as it was the act of the Chiefs 
and people of the Bonny to depose Pepple from the office of King, so if it now suits 


AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. ' 87 


their convenience to recall him Her Majesty's Government will throw no obstacle i 
their way. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 











No. 110. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 8.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 2, 1859. 

THE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have communicated to me a copy of 
a letter addressed by Commodore Wise to the Governor of Fernando Po, requesting 
him to prohibit the conveyance of slaves from the mainland to that Island under the 
English flag. 

I inclose, for your information, a copy of Commodore Wise’s letter to the Spanish 
Governor,” and I have to desire that you will use every effort to prevent the abuse of the 
English flag a vessels engaged in this Traffic, as well as to procure the punishment of 
' any British subjects who may be found transgressing the English laws for the suppres- 

sion of the Slave Trade. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








No. 111. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 20.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, June 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of the letter alluded to in the 
previous despatch of this series, which I addressed to His Excellency Don Carlos Chacon, 
Governor-General of Fernando Po, soliciting the use of the Spanish screw-steamer 
“Santa Teresa” to convey me to Lagos, that I might seek assistance from the British 
Squadron there, in the matter of the recent civil war at Bonny. I likewise inclose His 
Excellency’s reply. 

I conveyed, verbally, to Don Carlos Chacon my thanks, as Her Majesty’s representa- 
tive here, for his courtesy in so promptly acceding to my wants in so important a matter; 
and I gave him to understand that I would communicate to your Lordship, in connexion 
with a knowledge of this proceeding, the fact, that during the period of his (Don Chacon’s) 
Governorship here, he has been most cordial and obliging to the interests of all British 
people coming this way, to the Officers of the naval squadron, and to myself, whenever 
I needed to make application to him on any point connected with his executive 
administration. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 111. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Governor of Fernando Po. 


Sir, Fernando Po, May 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to represent to your Excellency that I have received a 
communication this morning from Bonny, relating to me the particulars of a civil war 
which has broken amongst the native traders, and of several British ships in the river 
having been hulled as well as suffered from shots constantly passing amongst them. 

As there is valuable property to the amount of half a million’s worth of money 
contained in these ships, my immediate presence in a man-of-war steamer is required at 
Bonny. No other means of communicating with Lagos being at Fernando Po, I feel it 
incumbent on me to entreat your Excellency to allow the Spanish steamer “Santa 
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Teresa,” now in this harbour, to proceed with me, as soon as convenient, to Lagos, in 
order to obtain vessels of war from the Senior Officer of the British Squadron stationed 
there. : 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 111. 


as The Governor of Fernando Po to Consul Hutchinson. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Fernando Po, May 28, 1859. 

IN answering your attentive communication of this day’s date, notifying the 
disastrous occurrences which have lately taken place in the River Bonny, I have much 
pleasure in stating that I place at your disposal the screw steamer “Santa Teresa” to 
conduct you to Lagos. Her Commander has already received instructions to get ready 
as speedily as possible, notwithstanding the repairs of which she is in need in packing up 
the cylinders, and that she needs a supply of water and coals. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CARLOS CHACON. 





No. 112. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 21.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, June 21, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I deemed it 
incumbent on me to address to Commodore Wise, that he should impress its importance 
upon the Lords of the Admiralty with reference to the indispensability of a man-of-war 
steamer permanently attached to the Consulship at Fernando Po. 

Your Lordship will recognise in the fact of half a million’s worth of property being 
at stake, up one of the rivers within my jurisdiction, and of my being obliged to ask for 
a Spanish man-of-war to proceed to Lagos in order to obtain assistance from our own 
squadron, that a Consul in the Bight of Biafra, without a man-of-war steamer, is in a 
very perplexing position when such emergencies occur as that of the recent civil war at 
Bonny. 

Anwngst the rivers in the Bight of Biafra, the River Bonny alone yearly exports to 
England a quantity of palm oil, nearly double that of the whole produce of the Bight of 
Benin. I must again repeat what I have already written to Commodore Wise, that the 
moral force of the highest executive authority of our Government is useless up these 
rivers, unaccompanied by the moral force presence of a man-of-war. 

I forward this to your Lordship with the same object that I have written to 
Commodore Wise, namely, to suggest its being demonstrated to the Lords of the 
Admiralty the impossibility of a Consular Representative, at this part of the world, 
effectually aiding and protecting his country’s trade without the constant presence of a 
man-of-war steamer. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure in No. 112. 
Consul Hutchinson to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Archer,” Bonny River, May 30, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter requiring the 
immediate attendance of a man-of-war in the River Bonny, which I received on the 
23rd instant. 

I am aware that a copy of this communication will be forwarded to you by Captain 
Sanderson, R.N., Commanding Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘‘ Archer,” who fortunately 
came in to Fernando Po about an hour after the arrival of the steamer “ Retriever,” 
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which was chartered by the Supercargoes to convey one of their body (Mr. Hemingway) 
with the intelligence of the outbreak. 

Nevertheless, I feel it my duty to point out this as another case demonstrating the 
indispensability of a man-of-war steamer permanently attached to the Consulship at 
Fernando Po. 

No stronger advocacy can be advanced for such an arrangement, than the facts set 
forth by this communication, of British property to the amount of half a million’s 
worth being perfectly unprotected and unguarded from the fire of these savages ; for in 
the drunkenness, which is generally attendant on such feats amongst these barbarians, 
it would have been impossible to define the limits to which they would have dared to go, 
had not Captain Sanderson consented to bring me to Bonny, on my impressing him with 
the importance of the affair and the advantages likely to accrue from a speedy visit 
to the place. Of our proceedings whilst here it is unnecessary for me to give details, 
as these will be better furnished by Captain Sanderson. 

When I state to you that the yearly exports of palm oil from the rivers within my 
jurisdiction exceeds 26,000 tons of that article ; and that out of that quantity 16,000 
are produced from the Rivers Bonny and New Calabar, you will, I have no doubt, at 
once recognize the importance of the growing trade in the Bight of Biafra. 

It may seem unnecessary for me to mention to one who is so well acquainted as you 
are with the Coast and tribes of Western Africa, that the presence of the highest 
executive officer of Her Majesty’s Government is unavailing amongst the barbarians of 
this part of the world, without the palpable presence of a man-of-war. 

If my opinions on the subject meet your approbation, I would therefore most 
respectfully suggest the recommendation, through yourself and Admiral Grey, to the 
Lords of the Admiralty, for a man-of-war steamer permanently stationed at Fernando 
Po, to protect British interests of life and property in the Bight of Biafra. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 113. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 22.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, June 23, 1859. 


I SHOULD consider myself guilty of a dereliction of official courtesy were I to 
omit forwarding to your Lordship copy of a letter of thanks which was presented by 
the Supercargoes of the River Bonny to Captain Sanderson, R.N., after termination of 
the proceedings on occasion of the recent visit of Her Majesty’s steam-ships “ Archer ” 
and “ Viper” to that river. 

The only “assistance” (of which he writes) that I could render to Captain 
Sanderson, was in explaining to him the anomalies that exist in the present govern- 
mental position of affairs in Bonny, and in suggesting what appeared to me, steps the 
most conducive towards allaying the rebellious spirit which, for want of a directing 
head, sways with an uncontrolled impetus the negro community in that district. 

Even these suggestions would have been of no avail were they not strengthened 
by what the Supercargoes justly entitle “ his impressive and determined manner with 
the natives,” and this, it is needless for me to repeat, represented a double amount of 
cogency when it was enforced by the presence of two men-of-war. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed THOs. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 113. 
The Supercargoes on the Bonny River to Captain Sanderson, R.N. 


Sir, “ Celina,” Bonny River, June 3, 1859. 
AS the representatives in this river of the African merchants of Liverpool, we beg 

to tender to you our sincerest thanks for your valuable assistance in suppressing the 

recent disturbance here, in which upwards of half a million’s worth of British property 

was at stake, and which we now have to look at as finally arranged by your prompt and 

judicious aid. We trust that the benefit we anticipated from the visit of a man-of-war 
Crass B. 
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will be more than realized on this occasion, from your ship having so promptly arrived 
to our assistance, from your impressive and determined manner with the natives, and 
from your having had another man-of-war, Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Viper,” to 
accompany you. 

In again expressing our grateful thanks, we cannot consent to your leaving this 
river without bearing with you our most fervent wishes for your welfare, and that your 
promotion in the noble profession which you adorn, may be as rapid as we believe your 
abilities and gentlemanly bearing deserve. 

We are, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT WYLIE. 
REUBEN HEMINGWAY. 
F. GRANT. 
JAMES FINIGIN. 
J. L. STOWE. 
J. WHITE. 
JAMES K. SHAW. 
J. C. ROGERSON. 
PETER IREDALE. 
A. WHEELER. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 113. 
Captain Sanderson to the Supercargoes on the Bonny River. 


Gentlemen, “ Archer,” in the Bonny, June 4, 1859. 
IT is with feelings of sincere pleasure and gratification that I beg to acknowledge 
the receipt of your kind address, conveying to me your satisfaction with the manner in 
which, “with the assistance of Her Majesty’s Consul Hutchinson and Commander 
Hewitt,” I have been enabled to bring the late outbreak to an amicable termination; 
and I trust the measures adopted will prevent your trade being again stopped, or British 
life or property jeopardized. Again thanking you for your kind expressions towards me, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) — J. SANDERSON. 








No. 114. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 23.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, June 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 8, 
May 19, approving of the steps which I have taken in procuring the restitution to her 
friends of the emancipated girl, who had been forcibly seized and taken away from Old 
Calabar by two residents in Fernando Po. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 115. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, June 29, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 9, May 19, approving of 
my having granted emancipation papers to the three persons attached to the Presbyterian 
Mission in Old Calabar, whose description is given in my despatch No. 10, 4th March 
last. 

I have, &c 
(Signed THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received August 9.) 
(No. 25.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, June 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 10, May 21, transmitting, 
for my information, a memorandum containing particulars respecting vessels which have 
been reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being destined to be employed in the 
Slave Trade. 

I shall attend to your Lordship’s desires with reference to communicating the 
information contained in that paper to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the 
West Coast of Africa. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 116. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Fernahdo Po, June 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 11, May 21, with reference 
to mine, No. 7, 2nd March last, reporting the death of King Eyo Honesty of Creek Town, 
and approving of the steps which | had taken in confirming his son, Young Eyo, to be 
his successor. 

According to your Lordship’s desire, I shall take the earliest opportunity of 
expressing to the present King Eyo, the gratification with which Her Majesty's 
Government has learnt that, on the death of his father, he put a stop to the barbarous 
custom which has hitherto prevailed of making human sacrifices on the death of a King. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. J, HUTCHINSON. 
No. 117. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 27). 
My Lord, Fernando Po, June 29, 1859. 


1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 12, May 21, 
acquainting me of your Lordship’s approbation in regard to the decision come to by 
me, with reference to the recognition of John Archibong as a successor to the late Duke 
Ephraim in the Sovereignty of Duke Town, Old Calabar. 





I have, &ce 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 118. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, June 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 13, May 21, 
approving of my having (under the circumstances which existed) declined to recognize 
Bonny Bell as the successor to his father, the late King Bell, in the sovereignty of 
Bell Town. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 29.) 
My Lord, ‘ernando Po, June 29, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 14, May 21, 
approving of my having interfered with, and brought to a peaceable termination, the 
differences which had arisen between some rival Chiefs in the neighbourhood of the 
Bonny River, as reported in my despatch No. 14 of 28th March last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


No. 120. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 30.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, June 29, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 15, May 23rd, 
instructing me to make known to the native Chiefs within my Consular jurisdiction, 
the objects which Her- Majesty’s Government has in view, in conferring magisterial 
authority on Her Majesty’s Consuls on the West Coast of Africa, by the provisions of a 
contemplated Order in Council; and inclosing to me the draft of a Treaty which I am 
to propose for their acceptance. 

I shall take the first opportunities of attending to your Lordship’s instructions on 
the subject. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 12]. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 4, August 16, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: sce despatch of same date to Acting-Consul 
Lodder, No. 20.] 





No. 122. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 19, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, an extract of a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General in Cuba,* containing information respecting 
the movements of vessels which are suspected of being destined to be engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and that I have to desire that you will make known this information to 
the Commanders of any of Her Majesty's cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








No. 123. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 22, 1859. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 21 of the 2ist of June last, inclosing a copy 
of a letter which you addressed to Commodore Wise, pointing out the expediency of a 
vessel of-war being permanently attached to the Consulate at Fernando Po. 


* No, 455. 
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I have, in reply, to observe that the Senior Officer in command of the Bights’ 
Division of Her Majesty’s squadron on the West Coast of Africa, has orders to place 
a steamer at your disposal occasionally, with a view to enable you to visit the rivers, 
&c., within your Consular jurisdiction; he has also directions to attend to any urgent 
requisition which he may receive from you; and under these circumstances I do not at 
present think it necessary to recommend to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
that your application should be granted. 

I am, &c. 


(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








No. 124, 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 15.) 
(No. 31.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, July 21, 1859. 


I} HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a letter requesting my inter- 
vention on the adjustment of matters connected with a civil disturbance in Cameroons, 
which had occurred a few weeks previous to my recent visit there to look after the 
wreck of the barque “ Crown,” as recorded in despatch No. 33 of this date. 

From some domestic quarrels, a collision lad occurred between Josse, Head-man of 
Josse Town, and a person named John Scott, a native of Cameroons (though holding 
an English name), who had lately risen to be Head-man of a small community, formerly 
owing allegiance to Josse. It appeared that 4 slaves and 1 freeman had been killed in 
the petty warfare, and further disturbances were likely to occur in consequence of the 
freeman’s death, for the slaves are accounted by the Head-men as nobodies. 

My chief reason for attempting to bring matters to an amicable termination was on 
account of Josse’s and Ncott’s Towns being stationed near where ships are anchored for 
trading purposes, and therefore likely in their warlike state to interfere with British 
commerce. I listened patiently, on two several occasions, to the arguments and claims 
advanced by both parties, and suggested their having a general conclave of the Chiefs 
on shore to settle the matter after their country fashion. 

Your Lordship may observe, by the letter from the Supercargoes whose trade was 
affected by this commotion, that it was arranged in a fashion that may seem strangely 
inconsistent with our notions of British jurisprudence, but which, nevertheless, is the 
only peaceable mode of arbitration to be effected in this part of the world. 

] hope for your Lordship’s approbation in this matter. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 124. 
Messrs. Babington and Bowerbank to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Cameroons, June 30, 1859. 
AS you have come to Cameroons on business connected with yonr Lloyds’ Agency, 
we request that you will lend your presence and influence in the adjustment of a 
difference which has arisen in Josse Town between the Head of that town and a portion 
of his people, and in which four lives have been lost, including that of one freeman. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BABINGTON, “ Moselle,” of Bristol. 
J. B. BOWERBANK, Resident Agent.: 





Inclosure 2 in No. 124. 
Messrs. Babington and Bowerbank to Consul Hutchinson. 
Sir, Cameroons, July 3, 1859. 


WE have to inform you that since you attended, on two occasions, on board the 
“ Moselle,” at a meeting of traders and Chiefs of the river, two meetings have been 
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held among the Chiefs, the result of which is that Josse is condemned to pay two women, 
besides other articles, according to the fashion of the country, on the death of a freeman, 
it having been caused by those fighting on his side. Josse has paid the fine. 
We thank you for the assistance you have rendered us. 
We have, &c. 
« (Signed) W. BABINGTON, “ Moselle,” Bristol. 
J. BOWERBANK, Resident Agent. 





No. 125. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 15.) 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, July 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that almost immediately succeeding 
the settlement of the affair at Cameroons, mentioned in the preceding despatch, I was 
apprised of Bonny Bell’s having had three men brought to him from an interior 
country, who were reported to me as destined at once to be sacrificed to the manes of 
his father—dead nearly twelve months. It may be needless for me to mention, that this 
is the man in whose case I deferred the recognition of his sovereignty, as approved of by 
your Lordship, May 21. 

From time immemorial it has been the fashion amongst the tribes up this river, for 
the successor to a King to abstain from vegetable food (such as yams and _plaintains) 
during a period of twelve months succeeding his father’s death. This ceremonial is closed 
by human sacrifices at the end of the prescribed year, The victims are captured by some 
of the King’s people, who go away pretendingly on a fishing excursion, but who, being 
well armed, suddenly make a raid into the town from whence the doomed are to be 
taken. 

On the oceasion under consideration one man was shot, and three brought bouwud in 
a canoe, from a district entitled Yapome, which is a trading station, and only one day’s 
canoe journey up a creek from Cameroons. 

The news of these men being at Bell Town, not more than a mile distant from the 
vessel wherein I was staying, was brought to me late at night. 1 immediately despatched 
a letter to Bonny Bell, to which he paid no attention, and I thus failed in the purport of 
my desire to see him in order to try and dissuade him from his bloody purpose. 

Meditating over the condition of affairs in the various districts up this river, I felt, 
after some reflection, that I could not succeed in staying the civil war that was likely to 
spring up from such an occurrence without the presence of a man-of-war. I therefore at 
once sent a boat offered to me for that purpose by Captain Babington (one of the 
supercargoes) to Fernando Po to seek such assistance. 

Knowing the uncertainty of finding a British man-of-war here, I took the precaution, 
in case none were present, to apply to Governor Don Carlos Chacon for the aid of the 
Spanish war-steamer “Santa Teresa,” in the emergency. 

Nothing can be more strongly illustrative of the brutality of these people than the 
fact, that on the morning succeeding my having sent for the man-of-war several of Bonny 
Bell’s canoes came up the river, one of them containing the heads of two of the slaughtered 
men (the other of the captives had escaped), and these heads, though reeking with blood 
(having been recently decapitated), were tossed with a gloating savagery up in the air, and 
caught azain as they fell. This was done as the canves passed between the hulk 
“ Alexander Grant” (on board of which I was staying) and the house of Rev. 
Mr. Saker, the Baptist Missionary, which is at present tenanted by half a dozen English 
women. 

Soon after this sanguinary procession had passed Aqua Town, and its members fired 
off guns in triumph, King Aqua came off to the hulk, and, in an insolent manner, told 
me that I must punish Bonny Bell for breaking the Treaty which his father had made; 
that he, Aqua, had never broken the Treaty made by his father (which he showed to me) ; 
and that, if I did not do it, he would at once go to war with Bonny Bell; because, he 
said, the people of Yapome belonged to him; he had planted his flag there; he was the 
only man in Cameroons whom the Queen of England recognised as King; and much to 
the same effect. 4 

Not heeding the absurdity of the last-mentioned statement, which has to my 
knowledge ever been with Aqua a stereotyped one, a very little investigation proved the 
greater part of this rhapsody to be untrue. Aqua had the will, but not the power, to 
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commit human sacrifices when his father died ; indeed one man, from a country named 
Woorree, had been privately murdered in the house soon after that occurrence; and he 
had no claim to the district of Yapome, nor to plant his flag there. 

Some of the Supercargoes in the river came on board during Aqua’s presence, and one 
of them, Mr. Bowerbank, volunteered to bring off Bonny Bell. As soon as he had arrived 
he denied having ever seen any such Treaty with his father as that shown by Aqua, and 
stated that his parent, when dying, impressed on him no precepts more moral than that 
he should sacrifice people at a certain time according to country fashion, and that, if the 
Portuguese came up to buy slaves, he should take as much gocds and money from them 
as he could get, but give them nothing in return. 

I sent to Rev. Mr. Saker, as well as inquired of all the Supercargoes, with the object 
of ascertaining if there were in existence any prototype of Aqua’s Treaty which had 
reference to Bell. None such was forthcoming. 

Mr. Lilly, however, who has been for many years a resident trader in Cameroons, 
informed me that the Anti-Slave Trade Treaty made in 1835 or 1837 with Captain 
Trotter, contained a like condition (of abolishing human sacrifices) to that of Old Aqua’s 
with Captain Allen, and that this was effected at the period when Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment paid these men an indemnity for their losses by the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
7 was signed, Mr. Lilly informed me, in his presence, by King Bell as well as the other 

hiefs. 

At this stage of the proceedings I deemed it advisable to send for the other Head- 
men of the place, Preeso Bell, Charley Dido, and Josse, in order that a general conference 
might be held on the subject. 

The expediency of such a conclave will, I hope, be acknowledged by your Lordship, 
when I state that on the previous day a civil war had been stopped through my mediation 
at Josse’s Town ; that on the very same day on which we were there assembled, a number 
of slaves at Preeso Bell’s Town had turned out armed against their chicfs, in consequence 
of some affair connected with their Manganga (or Egbo) superstition, and that Charley 
Dido as well as King Aqua were conjointly preparing to make war against Bonny Bell. 
All these Chiefs are governing heads over the palm oi) trading towns opposite which ships 
are anchored for trading purposes at Cameroons. 

When they came on board I permitted them to hold a discussion with the others (on 
the disturbed state of affairs) in their own country language. 1 then informed them that 
I could not permit such deeds of blood and like disturbances to be carried on, opposed as 
they were to principles of common humanity, as well as to their own country’s good and 
the interests of British merchants. Preeso Bell and Josse, who are the two principal 
men amongst them, said they were very sorry Bonny Bell had done this thing, and wished 
he should be punished by being obliged to pay a fine of twenty “ big things” (i.e. twenty 
pounds) to the friends of the men who had been sacrificed, 

Of course | at once objected to be satisfied with such a compromise as this, and told 
Bonny Bell’s advocates how with that I should insist on his signing. an agreement to do 
away with such deeds for the future ; that I should defer acknowledging him as sovereign 
in his father’s place for twelve months longer; and that in the meantime all comeys 
coming to him should be handed over to the care of Rev. Mr. Saker, to be kept as 
securities for his good conduct. 

All parties were willing to agree to this, save King Aqua and his subordinate, 
Charley Dido, who soon went on shore with the declared intention of preparing to make 
war. 

Although the Spauish man-of-war steamer, “Santa Teresa,” arrived in a few days to 
my assistance, no British man-of-war being here, I sent for King Aqua on the morning 
of the Sth instant to come on board the ‘‘ Alexander Grant,” where the other Chiefs had 
arrived. He refused to comply with my request, being then at the house of Rev. 
A. Saker, whence he sent word that he was ready to see me there. 

Anxious to use by all means in my power to conciliate him, I went in company with 
the other Chiefs, and, in presence of the Missionaries, he refused to sign the document 
which I had prepared. ; 

Un passing from Rey. Mr. Saker’s house to return to the ship he showed me several 
hundred of his people armed, and challenged me to come on shore with my soldiers to 
fight him. 

° I replied, that in an hour’s time I should let him see some of our style of fighting, 
aud proceeded on board the “Santa Teresa.” Numbers of his people in arms were 
observed on the cliffs, and I therefore deemed it incumbent on me to address a letter to 
the Commander of the war steamer to fire upon his tow. This I was obliged to do in 
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French, as the Commander does not understand English, and I am not au fait at Spanish 
composition. 

Before I wrote this application J requested Rev. A. Saker to inform as many as he 
could of Aqua’s people of my intentions, in order that they might get out of the 
way. 

‘ Nearly an hour kad passed when Rev. Mr. Saker’s boat came off with a short letter. 
Mr. Taylor, supercargo of the “ Alexander Grant,” kindly volunteered to go ashore to 
Aqua, and remain as a hostage whilst the King was coming to me on board the “ Santa 
Teresa.” In half an hour he returned with the news that Aqua had relapsed into 
obstinacy, and refused either to sign a Treaty or come off to the man-of-war. 

No other alternative being left, I asked the Commander to try the influence of some 
shot and shell, which had been got ready, and which were fired at his town for about an 
hour. Fortunately no one was killed, save a Krooman in Mr. Taylor’s cask-house, who 
was struck by a misaimed cannon-ball. 

During the firing two other letters were sent off by Rev. Mr Saker, and, as it was 
now getting dark, I adjourned to the “ Alexander Grant” (not more than a few hundred 
yards off), where 1 was soon joined by the other Chiefs and Aqua, all of whom signed the 
document which I had drawn up, and to which I made some additions at the suggestion 
of Captain Babington, one of the supercargoes. 

As I was proceeding down the river on the next morning, in returning to Fernando 
Po, I had the pleasure of receiving a letter from the Supercargoes, recording their 
opinion of the beneficial tendency likely to follow from the bombardment of King Aqua’s 
town. 

With this was likewise conveyed to the Commander, Ignacio Ga. Tudela, a letter 
from the same gentlemen, expressive of their thanks for his prompt and active compliance 
with my wishes. 

I have likewise to inclose herewith copy of a letter which I have written to Rev. 
A. Saker, at Cameroons, who has kindly consented to take charge of the “twenty big 
things” (fine on Bonny Bell), as well as to look after (in the capacity of a trustee) the 
comeys, to be held over in security for his future good conduct. 

I hope that my proceedings in this matter will receive your Lordship’s approbation, 
and that the occurrences recorded in this despatch will form proofs additional to many 
already advanced, of the indispensability to the protection of British interests of having a 
man-of-war steamer constantly attached to the Consulship at Fernando Po. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure | in No. 125. 
Consul Hutchinson to Bonny Bell. 


Sir, “ Alevander Grant,” Cameroons, July 4, 1859. 


1 HAVE to request your presence at once on board this ship to explain to me your 
reason for taking three men, who are reported by the Aqua Town Chief to be destined to 
be slaughtered by you. 

If these men are murdered before you come here, I shall at once send a boat to 
Fernando Po for a man-of-war, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 125. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Commander of any of Her Majesty’s Men-of-War at Fernando Po. 


Sir, Cameroons, July 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to request, that you will come to my assistance here as soon as 
you can, as a civil disturbance, connected with the sacrifice of four innocent men, is 
certain to lead to a general war amongst all the petty Chiefs of this district, unless 
suppressed by the presence of a man-of-war. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 125. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Governor of Fernando Po. 


Sir, Cameroons, July 4, 1859. 

I REGRET to be obliged again to solicit your Excellency’s assistance in a case 
somewhat similar to that which occurred in Bonny a few weeks ago. 

To explain its purport, Bonny Bell, son of and successor to the late King Bell, one 
of the first Chiefs in this river, has, since 1 came here, directed an incursion to an interior 
country, and his people have brought with them three men, who are about to be sacrificed 
to-night to the manes of his father. They have likewise shot one person in the country 
from which the three victims have been deported. 

As the locality in question is an important palm oil trading station (a large 
quantity of British goods being placed there in jeopardy), and as the other Chiefs here 
have declared their determination to have an universal civil war, if this man be not 
punished, I feel it my duty to ask your Excellency, in the name of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government, to allow the “Santa Teresa” war steamer, to come over here as 
soon as possible for the purpose of assisting me in securing protection to British 
property. 

I have, Xe. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 125. 


Agreement. 


AN agreement between William Allen, Esq., Acting Captain of Her Majesty’s steam- 
vessel “ Albert,” in command of “ Wilberforce,” Senior Officer, and the only Commissioner 
present of the Niger Expedition, on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, 
on one part, and Gandoh, one of the two Chiefs of Dualla, commonly called King Aqua, 
of Aqua’s Town, Cameroons, on the other part. 

Whereas it appears by the acknowledgment of Gandoh, one of the two Chiefs of 
Dualla, commonly called King Aqua, of Aqua’s Town, Cameroons, that it has formerly 
been the practice in the country of Dualla or Cameroons to sacrifice a human beine on 
the death of a Chief, and although Gandoh is fully sensible of the evil tendency to such 
a practice and believes it to have fallen into disuse, yet as no positive obligations exist 
to prevent the recurrence of it; 

Therefore the aforesaid Gandoh, Chief of Dualla (King Aqua of Cameroons) freely 
agrees and declares, from and after signing of this agreement, no human being whatever 
shall be sacrificed on occasion of religious or other ceremonies or customs, and that he 
will command his not to perform such a sacrifice at his death. 

And so we, William Allen and Gandoh of Dualla (Aqua, King of Aqua Town, 
Cameroons), have made this agreement, and have signed it on board Her Majesty’s 
steam-vessel ‘* Wilberforce,” this 11th day of May, 1842, and this agreement shall stand 
for ever. 

(Signed) WILLIAM ALLEN, 
Captain Acting and Commissioner. 
GANDOH, his & mark, 
Chief of Dualla, 
King Aqua of Cameroons. 
Witnesses to signatures : 
(Signed) W. H. Wess, Acting-Lieutenant, 
Jno. Prircuarp, M.D. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 125. 


The Governor of Fernando Po to Consul Hutchinson. 
(Translation.) 


Sir, Fernando Po, .luly 7, 1859, 
RECEIVED at 7 o’clock this night your despatch of the 4th instant. The schooner 
of Her Catholic Majesty, the “Santa Teresa,” starts to night at a convenient hour, so as 
to be in Cameroons river to-morrow morning. 
Cuass B. . O 
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The Commander has received instructions to act in conjunction with you in such a 
way that all British subjects and British interests be protected in that river. 

The short time did not allow the vessel to take in provisions, and she has on board 
only sufficient for six days. 

The Commander has also instructions to give you a passage to this harbour if 


required. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARLOS CHACON. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 125. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Commander of the “ Santa Teresa.” 


M. le Commandant, “Santa Teresa,” Cameroons, 3 p.m. le 9 Juillet, 1859. 


J’AI Vhonneur de vous informer que le pére du Roi Aqua (qui régrie sur une des 
villes dans cette riviére) s’était engagé & mon Gouvernement en |’année 1834, et encore 
en 1842, par des Traités signés devant témoins, a ne pas détruire des victimes innocents 
dans les cérémonies paganes du pays. 

Le Koi Aqua ayant refusé de remplir ces Traités, et méprisant l’autorité Anglaise, 
que j’ai ’honneur de représenter, en menagant de commencer la guerre contre les autres ¥ 

euples aussitét que j’aurai quitté la riviére, et encore en permettant a ses gens d’apporter 
fea armes dans les rues avec l’intention de m’insulter, je me suis forcé, au nom du 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique, de vous prier de faire feu sur la ville, afin de 
le punir cette mauvaise foi, et en méme temps pour protéger les interéts des commercants 
Anglais, qui seraient certainement endommagés par la guerre civile qui bien positivement 
en sera le resultat. 


J’ai, &e. 
(Signé) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 125. 


The Rev. A. Saker to Consul Hutchinson. 


Dear Sir, Cameroons, July 9, 1859. 
AQUA is willing to submit. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALFRED SAKER. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 125. 


The Rev. A. Saker to Consul Hutchinson. 


Dear Sir, July 9, 1859. 
‘ AQUA calls again, and says he will sign the Treaty. I cannot tell if he will again 
change. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. SAKER. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 126. 


The Rev. A. Saker to Consul Hutchinson. 


Dear Sir, Saturday, July 9, 1859. 
AQUA is earnest now in requesting me to write. He will sign the Treaty. He 
wants you to say if he is to come on board Taylor's ship. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) A, SAKER. 


(Signed) AQUA, his b+ mark. 
ee EE 


ME too I sign. 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 125, 
Agreement. 


Hulk “ Alexander Grant,’’ Cameroons River, July 8, 1859. 


AN Agreement is this day entered into, between Thomas Joseph Hutchinson, Her 
Britannic Majesty's Consul for the Bight of Biafra, in behalf of Her Gracious Majesty 
Queen Victoria, on the one part, and the Chiefs of Cameroons, in behalf of themselves 
and their people, on the other part :— 

That for the future, the conditions of an Agreement, made and signed on May 11, 
1842, between Captain William Allen, R.N., a Commissioner of the Niger Expedition of 
1841-42, and Aqua, as well as Bell, “ the two Chiefs of Duallas,” be considered as it 
was then declared— to stand for ever.” 

That is to say, all human sacrifices for pagan worship or for other ceremonies or 
customs be from this day henceforward entirely disused and abolished. 

In confirmation of the Agreement, we hereby affix our signatures and marks. 

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, 
H. B. M. Consul for the Bight of Biafra. 
PREESO BELL, his p< mark. 
BONNY BELL, his p< mark. 
JOSSE, his p< mark. 
KING AQUA, his pq mark. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) W. Basineton, “ Moselle.” 
J. B. Bowersank, Resident Agent. 
Rost. A. Taytor, “Alexander Grant.” 


‘ON further serious condideration it is likewise agreed to— 

That in case any disputes arise between the Head-men of any towns, on no occasion 
shall arms be used in event of arbitration failing to settle such palavers. 

Furthermore, that should disputes arise between the Chiefs or people of one town 
or towns and those of another town or other towns, the disputants shall request the 
Supercargo of’ the ship contiguous to the beach of said disputants to call a meeting to 
arbitrate on their disputes. 

It is also agreed that is case of friendly arbitration of this kind amongst whites and 
blacks failing to bring matters to an amicable termination, that the final settlement be 
referred to her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po. 

PREESO BELL, his >< mark. 

BONNY BELL, his > mark. 

JOSSE, his p< mark. 

KING AQUA, his»« mark. 
Witnesses. 


(Signed) W. Basiyeton, “ Moselle.” 
J. B. Bowrrsank, Resident Agent. 
Rost. A. Taytor, “ Alewander Grant.” 


Inclosure 11 in No. 125. 
Captain Babington to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Cameroons River, July 8, 1859. 


ALLOW me to offer you a few remarks and suggestions as regards recent events in 
this river. 

1. Ihave sounded most of the influential Chiefs, and with the exception of King Aqua, 
Dido Aqua, and their immediate family supports, 1 do not find any who agree that the 
country whose people have been murdered should receive direct compensation for the 
outrage. 

: “— It is the general wish that om should lay your injunctions, and which they will 
willingly subscribe to, that, should disputes arise between Head-men in one town, that on 
no account should guns be made use of the in event of arbitration failing to settle the 
palaver ; and it is wished that a decision be made and agreed to that, should disputes 
arise between the people of one town, or between one town or towns in the ne and 
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‘other towns, the disputants should en the ship laying at their beach to call a meeting 
to arbitrate on the case or matter in dispute. 

3. It is wished, and in this wish the white traders cordially unite, that you would 
threaten King Aqua with serious punishment if it is proved that, on your departure 
from the river, he makes a murderous attack upon some country, in emulation of 
Bonny Bell, or to assert his right to participate in the advantages supposed to accrue 
from the committal of such murders. 

4. I believe that most of the Chiefs in the river will willingly subscribe to a Treaty 
binding themselves and heirs for ever not to offer up human sacrifices to the manes 
of their departed fathers. Should, however, any one refuse to do so, the remedy rests 
with yourself. 

5. For the future well-being of the river and the benefit of all engaged in trade in 
it, I hope you will request permission and plenary authority to deal with recusants in 
the matters hereinbefore alluded to, always supposing that you do not already possess 
the same. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BABINGTON. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 125. 
The British Supercargoes on the Cameroons River to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Cameroons, July 9, 1859. 

BEFORE you leave the river, we desire to express to you our sense of the 
expediency of the steps taken by you yesterday, steps which, we are convinced, will 
have a most salutary effect in preventing further infringement of Treaties, and in 
erecting a respect for British authority, which hitherto, we are sorry to say, has been 
on the decline, in consequence of several offenders against it escaping with impunity 
or a mere nominal punishment. 

We do not hesitate to state our conviction, that if you had not acted as promptly as 
you did, that on your leaving the river further acts of bloodshed would have taken 
place, and, perhaps, many a serious outbreak have occurred between the chief towns 
in the river. 

We desire, also, in the names of our respective merchants, to express our most 
cordial thanks to you, for the patient and careful manner in which you have investi- 
gated several intricate affairs that have been brought before your notice, and which, if 
they had not been settled, would have been attended with very mischievous results to 


our trade. 
(Signed) W. BABINGTON, “ Moselle,” of Bristol. 
J. B. BOWERBANK, Resident Agent. 
ROBT. A. TAYLOR, Resident Agent. 
MICHAEL MACDERMOTT, Resident Agent. 


Inclosure 13 in No. 125. 
The British Supercargoes at Cameroons to the Commander of the “ Santa Teresa.” 


Sir, Cameroons River, July 9, 1859. 


IN the name of the British merchants, whom we have the honour to represent 
here, we unanimously tender to you our sincere thanks for the prompt and active 
manner in which you responded to the wishes of Consul Hutchinson, to punish the 
Chief of Aqua Town, who had openly defied the British authority and declared his 
intention, not only of breaking Treaties, but of involving the country in a civil war. 

It would be impossible for us to estimate the loss that might have resulted, had 
it not been for your effective assistance, and we, therefore, again feel bound to 
reiterate our thanks, and wish you every success in your profession. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) MICHAEL MACDERMOTT, Resident Agent. ; 
W. BABINGTON, Supercargo, “Moselle,” of Bristol. 
J. B. BOWERBANK, Resident Agent. 
ROBERT A. TAYLOR, Resident Agent. 





AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. 101 


Inclosure 14 in No. 125, 
Consul Hutchinson to the Rev. A. Saker. 


Reverend Sir, Fernando Po, July 20, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith an accredited copy of the Agreement entered into 
between the Cameroons Chiefs and myself, concerning their future good conduct. 

Although I have already given to you the authorization from Captain Babington 
and Mr. Bowerbank, to receive from them the amount of fine levied by the Chiefs on 
Bonny Bell, I feel it incumbent on me to return you my thanks for your consent to 
take charge of these things for the friends, at Yapome, of the murdered victims, 
as well as for your readiness to assist me in keeping a “ moral-force” restraint 
on Bonny Bell’s brutality, by taking charge of his comey till he manifests better 
conduct. 

No doubt “ twenty big things” are a poor recompense for the relatives of those 
whose heads were carried about and tossed up in the canoes within sight of your house 
during my recent stay in Cameroons. Nevertheless, you know better than I do from 
your long experience in the country that this is the only sort of recompense, save a 
reprisal by war, which is recognized by the customs of the people ; you will see by the 
Agreement which I inclose, that the principal Head-men have guaranteed to abstain 
from their bloody deeds for the future; but I regret to add that I have little faith in 
their keeping it, if some such punishment as that included in stopping their comey 
coppers be not palpably impressed on the senses to which these coppers are appreciable. 

I also inclose to you an open letter, addressed to any supercargo who may come into 
the river previous to my next visit, and the utility of which I have no doubt you will at 
once recognize, because if there be not unanimity of action amongst the white traders 
all our efforts to maintain peace in the country must prove unavailing. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


ee eee 
No. 126. 


Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 15.) 
(No 33.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, July 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I addressed to 
Sejior Don Carlos Chacon, Governor of Fernando Po, on my return from Cameroons in 
the Spanish war-steamer ‘‘Santa Teresa,” and in which I thanked his Excellency for 
his promptitude in acceding to my request for assistance, as well as for the service which 
the steamer had rendered to British interests up that river. 

I trust this letter will meet your Lordship’s oo 

ve 


» XC, 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure in No. 126. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Governor of Fernando Po. 


Sir, Fernando Po, July 11, 1859. 
ALTHOUGH it is needless to inform your Excellency of the return of the “ Santa 
Teresa” war-steamer, I nevertheless feel it a pleasing duty incumbent on me, in behalf 
of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, as well as of the British merchants whose 
capital is employed in the Cameroons river, to present to your Excellency our united 
sincere thanks for the assistance rendered to British interests by the manner in which 
Commandant Ignacio G. Tudela so promptly and energetically carried out my wishes. 
Your Excellency will see by the letter which I addressed to him, and of which he 
has no doubt furnished you a copy, my reasons for asking the Commander to fire upon 
Aqua’s Town ; for unless this had been accomplished, human sacrifices in pagan worship 
would again have been committed ; the civil wars which were impending on these would 
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soon have broken out, much Rritish money should have been lost, and my future visits 
to that river have been perfectly useless. 

I shall likewise feel it my duty to lay before Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs the whole particulars of your Excellency’s willingness to assist 
me in protecting British commerce within my jurisdiction on this occasion, as I have 
already done with reference to your gracious readiness to do the same in the recent 
affair at Bonny. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 








No. 127. , 


™ Pes Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 15, 1859.) 
(No 34.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, July 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to solicit from your Lordship permission to include the 3/. which 
I paid as indemnification for the Krooman accidentally killed in Cameroons (as mentioned 
in my ultimate despatch of this scries), with my next quarterly draft on the Lords of 
Treasury for usual office expenses for this Consulate. I only suggest this, as the sum 
may seem too small for a “ miscellaneous expenses” draft. 1 shall be happy to receive 
your Lordship’s consent to my request in any way that may be most consistent with 
the usual form. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure in No. 127. 
Receipt. 


“ Alexander Grant,” Cameroons, July 9, 1859. 


RECEIVED from Consul Hutchinson the sum of 31. sterling, as payment fora 
Krooman unfortunately killed by a stray shot from a gun on board cf steam-ship 
“ Santa Teresa.” 








(Signed) ROBT. A. TAYLOR. 
No. 128. 
Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received September 15.) 
(No. 35.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, July 27, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 16, June 16, in which the 
Earl of Malmesbury transmits to me an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners at the Havana, reporting the movements of vessels which are suspected 
of being intended for employment in the Slave Trade. _ ; 

I shall obey his Lordship’s desires that I should make known this information to the 
Commanders of any of Her Majesty's cruizers with whom I may be able to communicate. 








T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No, 129. 
Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 15.) 
(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, July 27, 1859 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the Earl of Malmesbury’s despatch No. 17, 
June 17, with reference to my report of the proceedings of Mr. Hearn, a Supercargo 
in the Old Calabar river, in detaining a native trader named Archibong on board his 
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ship, as a hostage for the payment of a debt due by Archibong to Messrs. Heam’s 
employers at Liverpool. 

His Lordship states that he cannot approve of my having come to the determination 
not to interfere to procure Archibong’s release, reminding me, likewise, that Her 
Majesty’s Government have on several occasions strongly discountenanced similar 
arbitrary proceedings on the part of the Supercargoes, and adding that I would have 
acted more in conformity with the letter and spirit of my instructions, if I had at once 
used whatever influence and authority I might have possessed to get this man set at 
liberty. 

our Lordship will, I trust, perceive, by a perusal of my despatch before referred 
to (No. 12, March 21), as well as a previous despatch (No. 7, March 3), referring 
to the universal arbitrary proceedings of the Calabar Supercargoes amongst themselves 
that I could not avoid following out the Earl of Clarendon’s instructions, “to leave the 
Calabar Supercargoes to themselves, and abandon as hopeless all attempts to arbitrate 
between them and the native Chiefs.” 

The abominable system of unlimited trust, which has existed from the commence- 
ment of palm oil trading up that river, and which the late King Kyo, of Creek Town, so 
strenuously exerted himself to abolish, has been the cause of this and like proceedings. 
The Supercargoes are instructed by their merchants in Liverpool to adopt the country 
law for recovering the debts due to them. As they have no other resource to get these 
debts paid, save that of imprisoning the debtor, it places me in a very delicate position 
to interfere in a matter of this kind. 

I have on more than one occasion informed the Supercargoes, who were guilty of 
such violent acts as the one in question, that they forfeited thereby all claim to the 
protection of Her Majesty’s Government; and the reply invariably was, that Her 
Majesty’s Government would not, or could not, assist them in getting their debts paid, 
and prevent their merchants from serious losses in their commercial transactions with 
the natives. 

I should like to have your Lordship’s advice, in case of my using whatever influence 
or authority I may possess to prevent the recurrence of such a deed in any future 
official visit of mine to the Old Calabar river. For if a Supercargo should report that 
Her Majesty’s representative had interfered with country law, which protected his 
merchant’s property, I should feel myself in a very perplexing predicament. 





have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 130. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 31 of July 21 last, from which it appears 
that the Head-man of Josse Town had been condemned by a general conclave of the 
Chiefs to pay a fine of two women in consequence of the death of a freeman who was 
killed by the Head-man’s party in a late disturbance; and I have to instruct you to 
report to me what was the effect of this sentence, and whether it would consign the 
two women to slavery. 


Tam, &c, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 131. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 

I HAVE to state to you that I approve of the proceedings taken by you witha 
view to put a stop to human sacrifices, and to prevent war from breaking out between 
the Chiefs Aqua and Bonny Bell, as reported in your despatch No. 82 of the 23rd of 
July last. 

* But I have to caution you, for the future, against having recourse to such 
extremities as firing indiscriminately upon a town, which appears to have been done by 


104 AFRIOA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. 
the ‘Commander of the Spanish war-steamer “Santa Teresa,” at your request, and 


which must, in all probability, as in this instance, lead to the death of innocent 
persons. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 132. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 36 of the 27th of July last, explaining the 
circumstances which induced you not to use your influence in Stainkig the release of 
the native trader Archibong, who had been detained by Mr. Hearn, the Supercargo, in 
Old Calabar river, for the payment of a debt due by Archibong to Mr. Hearn’s 
employers at Liverpool, and requesting to be informed whether, a similar case arising, 
you are to abide by the views of Her Majesty’s late Government, as expressed in the 
Earl of Malmesbury’s despatch No. 17 of the 17th of June last. In reply, I have to 
observe to you that, notwithstanding the Supercargoes may complain of your inter- 
ference to prevent the imprisonment by them of native debtors in the manner 
prescribed by native laws, Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion, that the Super- 
cargoes, in having recourse to such acts of authority, are militating against the interests 
of their constituents. I have, therefore, to desire you to abide by your instructions, and 
to discountenance, in future, any such proceedings on the part “ the Supercargoes. 

am, &c, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 133. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 10.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a translation of a Royal Order, 
communicated to me by Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid*, which has been addressed by 
the Spanish Government to the Governor of Fernando Po, instructing him not to deliver 
up, as claimed by the Governor of the Portuguese Possessions of Santo Tomé and the 
Prince, certain negro slaves who had escaped from thence and taken refuge in the 
Island of Fernando Po. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 134. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 11, September 23, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No: 27.] 





No. 135. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 12.) 


Sir, ‘ Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 


IN reply to your despatch No. 34 of the 25th of July last, I hereby authorize you 
to include, in your next quarterly draft on the Lords of the Treasury, for the office 


* No. 403. 
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expenses of your Consulate, the sum of 3/., which you paid as indemnification for the 
Krooman accidentally killed in Cameroons. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 136. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 13.) : 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 28, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 2nd ultimo, I transmit to you 
herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch which [ have addre to 
Mr. Buchanan, Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid,* from which you will learn that 
Her Majesty’s Government have been informed that the Spanish Government have 
taken measures to put an end to slavery at Fernando Po. 


> 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 187. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 13.) 
(No. 37.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, August 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 1, July 5, 
1859, transmitting, for my information, an extract of a despatch from Mr. Crawford, 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, containing information respecting the 
movements of vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 138. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 13.) 
(No. 38.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, August 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 2, July 23, 
conveying to me your Lordship’s approbation of my proceedings, in conjunction with 
the Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Archer,” to put a stop to hostilities which 
had broken out between two native Chiefs in the Bonny River, and with the view 
also to prevent a repetition of similar outbreaks. 

I shall take the earliest ec of acquainting the Supercargoes in that river 
of the opinions and intentions of Her Majesty’s ‘Goverment with reference to ex-King 
Pepple. 
ve 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 








No. 139. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 14, October 18, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 29.] 





* No. 407. 


Cuass B. P 
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No. 140. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 15, October 18, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information : see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 30.] 


—_— 
No. 141. 
Lord J..Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 16, October 21, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting-Consul 
Lodder, No. 31.] 
ee 
No. 142, 


Lord J. Russell t6 Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 17.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 24, 1859. 

IN your despatch No. 8 of the 2nd March last, you stated the reasons which had 
induced you to refrain from recognizing John Archibong as a successor to the late 
Duke Ephraim in the sovereignty of Duke Town, Old Calabar, and Lord Malmesbury in 
a despatch, dated the 21st of May last, approved the decision come to by you in this 
matter. 

T now inclose a copy of a letter which I have received from Archibong, stating that 
he has been elected and recognized as King by the inhabitants, and by the traders and 
British Supercargoes in the Old Calabar river, and you will perceive that he requests 
that Her Majesty’s Government will, as he states they have been hitherto accustomed, . 
recognize as Chief of Duke Town the individual who has been chosen by its inhabitants 
as their ruler. 

It is not my intention to send any direct. answer to this letter, but you may take an 
opportunity of informing Archibong, on your next visit to the Old Calabar river, that 
his letter has been received, and that you are authorized to recognize him in the 
customary form as soon as he shall have given you satisfactory assurances with regard to 
the trade of the river. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Inclosure in No. 142. 
Archibong, King of Duke Town, to Lord J. Russell. 


My Lord, Duke Town, Old Calabar, August 9, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your ee I have been elected King of 
Duke Town, Old Calabar, in the room of King Duke Ephraim, who died in the month of 
August last year. : “ie 

It is my earnest desire to be on the same friendly terms with Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Government as my predecessors have been ; and I shall, to the utmost of my power, 
carry out the provisions of Treaties made with them for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
and for the protection of all British subjects trading or residing in this country. 

I have this day been publicly recognized by the inhabitants of Duke Town—by the 
shipping in the river—and by British subjects resident in the country, as King of Duke 
Town and its Dependencies (as the ae over Europeans and Cala attest), under 
the style and title of Archibong II, King of Duke Town, &c., as aforesaid. 

sting that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will, as has been their wont 
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heretofore, ise as Chief of this town, the individual who has been Chosen by its 
inhabitants as their ruler. 
(Signed) ARCHIBONG II, 
King of Duke Town and its Dependencies. 
BAAK, Jun. 


Supercargo, Decker Hulk “ Eendragt.” 
JAM. HOTHAM, vn 


Agent for Messrs. C. Horsfall & Sons, Liverpool. 
THOS. AGAR ALDCROFT, 
Agent for Wilson & Dawson, Liverpool. 
JOHN GAWNE, Master Mariner. 
MICHL. ALFRED CONOLLY, Surgeon, ship “Africa.” 
E. ADAM, M.R.C.8.L., ship “ Roderick Dhu.” 
RICHARD LEY, Master, steam-ship “‘Hassal,” Liverpool. 
J. 8. MORGAN, Supercargo. 
« SAMUEL H. EDGERLEY, Mission Printer. 
WM. ANDERSON, 
Missisonary of the U. P. Church, Scotland. 
ANTERO YOUNG, his p< mark. 
EPHRAIM DUKE, his »« mark. 
ADAM ARCHBONG, his } mark. 
THOMAS HOGAN. 
BASSEY HENSHAW, his > mark. 
OFFIONG ARCHIBONG, his > mark. 
YELLOW DUKE, his > mark. 
EKPENYONG OKUN, his p< mark. 
TOM DUKE, his »< mark. 
TOBY TOM, his p< mark. 
WILLIAM DUKE, pq mark. 
EKPENYONG ESIM, his p¢ mark. 
TOM BAR, his »« mark. 


Witnessses to the signatures of the twelve Calabar gentlemen who sign with a ><. 
Wm. ANDERSON. \ 
Samuet Encertey. 
Tuos. AGAR ALDCROFT. 


No. 148. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 18, November 3, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 32.) 





No. 144, 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 19, November 11, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 33.] 





No. 146. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell:—( Received November 11.) 
(No. 39.) “ie 


My Lord, | Fernando Po, September 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 8, August 2, 
inclosing for my information copy of a letter addressed by Commodore Wise, to the 
Governor of Fernando Po, requesting him to prohibit the conveyance of slaves from the 
main land to that Island under the British flag. A 


y 
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With reference to your Lordship’s desire that I should use every effort to prevent 
the abuse of the lish flag by. vessels engaged in this Traffic, as well as to procure the 
punishment of any British subjects who may be found transgressing the English laws for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, I have to state that I have made inquiries from the 
Board of Trade (transmitted in despatch No. 25, June 22), if a Consul possesses autho- 
rity to give (according to Commodore Wise’s suggestions) certificates to boats known to 
belong to liberated Africans, and when aware their owners could not comply with the 
provisions for registry according to the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, paragraph 54, 
a communication in reply, received by this mail, from the Secretary to Board 
of Trade, by direction of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
informs me tliat no such temporary register as that before referred to can be given ; and 
that liberated Africans can possess no right to hoist a British flag whilst they are 
residents of a Spanish Colony. 

I have, therefore, communicated the subject of the last-mentioned despatch to Com- 
modore Wise (who is now in this harbour in Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Vesuvius”), and 
he has agreed with me, that it is advisable, pursuant to the opinions of the Board of 
Trade on the subject, not to grant any more temporary certificates to boats possessed by 
these people, and to leave to the few that hold them a possession of these papers during 
the short time that will elapse before their’ period of protection shall have passed 
away. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


—e ews —————— eee 


No. 146. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell_—(Received November 11.) 
(No. 40.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, September 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 4, August 16, transmit- 
ting a copy of a memorandum containing information respecting the movements of 
vessels suspected of being destined to be engaged in the Slave Trade, and desiring 
that I should make known this information to the Commanders of any of Her Majestv’s 
cruizers with whom I may be able to communicate. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


ee ee ee eee 
No. 147. 


ss Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell—(Received November 11.) 
(No. 41.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, September 28, 1859. 

I HAVE. the honour to. acknowledge the receipt of No. 5, August 19, 
1859, transmitting for my information, an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General in Cuba, containing information respecting the movements of 
vessels which are suspected of being destined to be engaged in the Slave Trade, and 
desiring that I should make known this information to the Commanders of any of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers with whom I may be able to communicate. 

~ ¥shall attend to your Lordship’s instructions in this, as well as in the previous 
despatch of this series. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





* No. 148. 


(No, 42: Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell—( Received November 11.) 
0, 42, 
My Lord, Fernando Po, September 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 6, August 22, with 
reference to my letter addressed to Commodore Wise, pointing out the expediency of a 


/ 
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vessel of war being permanently attached to the Consulate at Fernando Po, acquainting 
me that under the circumstances of orders being given to the Senior Officer out here to 
place a vessel at my disposal when required, your Lordship does not at present think it 
necessary to recommend to the Lords Comunissioners of the Admiralty that. my 
application should be granted. 

I deem it my duty to observe that the Senior Officer being generally stationed at 
Lagos, a distance of 400 miles from this port, frequently renders my application to him, 
in cases of emergency, an impossible task. 

Moreover, the provisions of Her Majesty’s contemplated Order in Council cannot 
be carried out efficiently unless a man-of-war is here, with authority given to some of 
Her Officers to act as Assessors in aiding the Consul to carry out the enactments 
of said order. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


thE 


No. 149. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 20, November 22, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Consul 
Hutchinson, No. 35. ‘ 








No. 150. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No, 21, December 5, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Consul 
Hutchinson, No. 36. 





No. 161. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 22, December 5, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Consul 
Hutchinson, No. 37.] 





No. 152. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 43.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, October 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s despatch 
No. 7 of this series, with reference to the fine of two women paid by a Chief of Josse 
Town in Cameroons, as reported in my despatch No. 31 of 2Ist July last, and 
requesting me to report as to whether the infliction of this fine would consign the two 
women in question to slavery. In reply, I have to inform your Lordship that these 
women belonging to the free class, they are not at all consigned to slavery, save such a 
condition of serfdom as exists in the case of all females—be they of royal families or 
only simple traders—amongst the household “im of Africa. 

ve, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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No, 158. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 


(No. 44.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, October 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s No. 8, 
September 23, 1859, approving of the proceedings taken by me with a view to put a 
stop to human sacrifices, and to prevent war from breaking out between the Chiefs 
Aqua and Bonny Bell, as reported in my despatch No. 32 of 23rd July last. 

I shall observe your Lordship’s caution, as contained in that despatch, with 
reference to firing, which might in all probability, as in this instance, lead to the death 
of innocent persons. 


T have, &c, 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 154, 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J, Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 46.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, October 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s No. 9, 
September 23, with reference to the man Archibong, who had been detained by a 
supercargo named Mr. Hearn, in Old Calabar. 

Regarding your Lordship’s instructions for me “ to discountenance in future any 
such proceedings on the part of the supercargoes,” I have to state that I have 
invariably advised and protested against ‘such proceedings,” and shall always continue 
to do so. ‘ 

But advice and protestation, I regret to say, are of ro use with men who have 
been so long accustomed, as the African Supercargoes have been, to take the law into 
their own hands, a course in which, I regret to add, I believe them to be strengthened 
by the instructions which they receive from their merchants in England 

I fear that no moral force or suasion will put a stop to such acts of lawlessness as 
that in question, until an example or two shall be made by the operations of Her 
Majesty’s forthcoming Order in Council, conferring magisterial authority upon African 
Consuls. 

I have, &c. ' 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 155. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 46.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, October 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the “receipt of Mr. Hammond’s No. 10, 
September 23, transmitting for my information, a translation ot a Royal Order 
communicated to your Lordship by Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, which has been 
addressed by the Spanish Government to the Government of Fernando Po, instructing 
him not to deliver up, as claimed by the Governor of the Portuguese possessions of 
Santo Tomé and the Princes, certain negro slaves who had escaped from thence, and 
taken refuge in the Island of Fernando Po. — 

ave, &c, 


(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. 111 


No. 156. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 47.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, October 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond's No. 11, 
September 23, transmitting copy of a memorandum containing information at, “eg 
the movements of vessels suspected of being destined to be engaged in the Slave Trade, 
and desiring that I should make known this information to the Commanders of any of 
Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom | may be able to communicate. 


ve, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 157. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 48.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, October 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s No. 12, 
September 23, authorizing me to include in my next quarterly draft on the Lords of 
the Treasury for the office expenses of this Consulate, the sum of 3/., which I paid as 
indemnification for the Krooman accidentally killed in Cameroons. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


rs 


No. 158. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 23, December 15, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 41.] 








No. 159. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 24, December 20, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 42.] 





No. 160. 
Lord Wodehouse to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 26.) : 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1859. 


I AM directed by Lord John Russell to desire that you will inform his Lordship of 
the result of the steps which you may have taken in execution of the instructions 
contained in Lord esbury’s despatch No. 15 of the 23rd of May last, by which you 
were directed to procure the assent of the native Chiefs within he Consular jurisdiction 
to an agreement for conferring magisterial authority on Her Majesty’s Consuls on the 
West Coast of Africa, 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 
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No. 161. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 26.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 28, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a memorandum 
containing information respecting the movemants of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade ; and I have to desire that you will make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom 
you may be able to communicate. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 162. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 1, January 2, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 44.] 





No. 163. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received January 11, 1860.) 
(No. 49.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, November 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a communication which I received 
a few days ago from Gaboon, and the original whereof I am forwarding, as requested, to 
the Governor of Cape Coast Castle. 

It is needless for me to point out to Her Majesty’s Government the evil results that 
must inevitably flow from the new phase of French voluntary emigration, if reparation be 
not made in the present case, and any like occurrence in future be not obviated. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


Inclosure in No. 163. 
Letter addressed to Consul Hutchinson by some Natives of th: Gold Coast. 


Sir, Gahoon, October 20, 1859. 


WE beg leave to acquaint honour a few lines concerning our present state: that we 
are people which belongs to Cape Coast, and we carried our goods to some place called 
Assime in order to sell, and when we reached there in the midnight the Frenchmen came 
and cutchs we and shipped we on their man-of-war and carried we to the Goree, but 
nobody knows not our going, and when we reached there they never let we close the men 
of letters, and now they brought we to the Gaboon: we all amounted 75; 20 died out of 
75 ; but we hope you to try the best as you can and write the Governor of Cape Coast 
Castle about our sorrowful case, so that we can get leave to go to our mother-land and 
you shall be highly oblige. 

We remain, &c. 
(Signed) TAWEAH. 
ARBACCAH. 
BORDER COFFEE. 
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No. 164. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 11, 1860.) 
(No. 50.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, November 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 13, September 28, 1859, 
transmitting, for my information, copy of a despatch which your Lordship has addressed 
to Mr. Buchanan, Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, and from which I am instructed 
that Her Majesty’s Government have been informed that the Spanish Government have 
taken measures to put an end to slavery at Fernando Po. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
v 





No. 165. 


™ Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 11, 1860.) 
(No. 51.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, November 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 14, October 18, transmitting, 
for my information, copy of a memorandum containing information respecting the move- 
ments of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Traae, and 
desiring that I should make known this information, confidentially, to the Commanders 
of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom I may be able to communicate. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 166. 
Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 11, 1860.) 
(No. 52.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, November 29, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 15, October 18, 1859, 
transmitting, for my information, extract of despatches from Mr. Crawford, containing 
information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for employ- 
ment in the Slave Trade, and desiring that I should make known this information, 
confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom I may be 
able to communicate. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


:._—00O0_0€0 080. —— 


No. 167. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 11, 1860.) 
(No. 53.) . 


My Lord, Fernando Po, November 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of No. 16, October 21, transmitting, 
for my information, copy of a memorandum containing information respecting the 
movements of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade, 
and desiring that I will make known this information, confidentially, to the Commanders 
of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom I may be able to communicate. 

: I have, &c. ; 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 








Crass B. Q 
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No. 168. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 2, January 28, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 





Lodder, No. 45.5 
No. 169. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, 1860. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 4 of the 28th of February last, reporting the 
circumstances under which you had thought it advisable to cause a man named Hazeley, 
a native of Sierra Leone, to be forcibly removed from the Old Calabar river and sent 
back to Sierra Leone, I am directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you a copy of a 
etter which his Lordship has received from Hazeley, complaining of your proceedings in 
this matter, and I am to desire that you will furnish his Lordship with any observations 
which you may have to offer with regard to Hazeley’s statements. 

Tan, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 169. 
Mr. Hazeley to. Lord J. Russell. 


My Lord, Pa Demba Road, Free Town, Sierra Leone, September 21, 1859. 


WITH great regret I feel myself under the necessity to address your Lordship 
on a subject of a very serious nature, which I have had the honour, on the [9th of April, 
to bring under the notice of your Lordship’s predecessor, by the African mail-steamer 
“ Armenian,” having reference to the unseasonable and unjustifiable line of proceedings 
perpetrated towards me by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, ‘Thomas J. Hutchinson, of 
Fernando Po and the Bight of Biafra, the particulars of which I had transmitted for 
the consideration and decision of Lord Malmesbury, then Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, but | am at a loss to know whether it has reached your Lordship’s predecessor, 
for no acknowledgment have as yet been notified to me that the same has been duly 
received. 

However, I beg leave most respectfully to draw your Lordship’s earnest attention to 
few remarks in addition to what I had already adduced in my despatch of the 19th of 
April, the manner how | was maliciously dealt with severity by Mr. Consul Hutchinson. 

It was in the month of November 1857, cre I left my home and family, and 
undertake to proceed down the Bight, Old Calabar, with the view of procuring a good 
employment suitable to my profession as house carpenter, and, fortunately, I was, by 
my industry, met with a very good luck. The payment made to me by my employers 
for my work were palm oil. By good recommendations | had received from my friends 
enabled to hold correspondence with a good house in Scotland. I! was then in due time 
have been enabled to ship oil to England. 

The full particulars of my adventures in that country, I beg to refer your Lordship 
to my despatch of the 19th of April, that it was an engagement | had entered into 
with myself and a native of that country named Bassey Henshaw, to perform certain 
carpentry work; ere before the completion of this work, Bassey Henshaw has, on a day 
recently, from on board merchant’s vessel, instigated by the Supercargoes to interrupt 
me in the performance of my work, that he has learnt that I am about to go away from 
the country, and wished me to make up my accounts. I said, How could you be 
led to believe that I am going away at this time performing the contract I had with 
you, more so, the larger amount you have to pay me.” In this crisis he immediately 
send for Messrs. Hearn and Chism, Supercargoes of the Liverpool merchants, to get 
their advice. They are the very persons set up Bassey Henshaw to ruin me. Accord- 
ingly, he gave direction to shut his gate, and ordered his slaves'to put me in irons. On 
the very day I was put in irons by this man | was suddenly apprised of a man-of-war 
was in sight, having on board Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul Hutchinson. I immediately 
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sent a report, requesting his immediate attendance to release me of my sufferings ; but in 

this trying juncture he has treated my petition with contempt, and gave direction that I 

should be immediately shipped on board the “Sharpshooter,” to convey me to Sierra 

Leone, without ascertaining from me the cause of this affairs. The only question put to 

es by Mr. Consul Hutchinson was that I attempted to set fire to this man’s house, assey 
enshaw. 

This act of cruelty perpetrated towards me was plotted by the Supercargoes and 
Mr. Consul Hutchinson for my removal out of the country, that they fear that [ would 
enlighten the eyes of the natives. 

The conduct of Mr, Consul Hutchinson has, of late, become very disgusting, by 
conniving with the Liverpool merchants and their Supercargoes, that neglect of duty 
for the protection of British subjects has been carried on to a very great extent, and 
kee by him, but more particularly for rewards, to favour them in their wicked 

esign. 

In the case of Fernando Po, your Lordship will observe, by reference, the 
arbitrary measures pursued by Mr. Consal Hutchinson, that he attempted to shoot a 
man, native of that country, and for which he was greatly reprimanded by the then 
Secretary of State to cause his dismissal. 

But, my Lord, it will be most astonishingly surprised by your Lordship to know 
the advantage taken by the Supercargoes of ihe atrocious proceeding perpetrated 
towards British subjects in that coast, particularly the African traders from Sierra 
Leone, how the Africans traders are disliked by the Liverpool merchants or their Super- 
cargoes. 

I beg to refer your Lordship to the late works of Messrs. Gregory and Brothers, 
whercin these men have lent themselves to do great mischief towards African traders. 

I need not occupy your Lordship’s valuable time, but I beg respectfully to refer 
your Lordship to a letter, dated the 29th June last, herewith inclosed, from Mr. Consul 
Hutchirson, of my goods and chattels which he has maliciously detained, at his own 
will and pleasure, by causing me to be put under irons and ordered to be conveyed to 
Sierra Leone, without the least opportunity ofered to me for the security of my goods 
and property. In answer to which I beg to refer your Lordship to my letter of the 
13th August last, herewith inclosed, that I entirely leave the matter for the due 
consideration of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
determine. 

My Lord, as delay is dangerous, and more so, how I am detained here, expecting 
to receive redress of the wrongs done me, I fear that my goods and property will be 
destroyed down there ; for I cannot entertain no good opinion of Mr. Consul Hutchinson 
for the safety of my goods and property. I have, by every mail since my transport to 
Sierra Leone, have been requested by my Agent in England to send him a remittance. 
The whole correspondence of this case I beg to refer your Lordship to the annexed 
copies. 

7 With due respect, I humbly beg your Lordship’s interference to interpose on my 
behalf for the wrongs perpetrated towards me, and I was entirely forsaken by Mr. Consul 
Hutchinson for protection in a heathen land, which I had supplicated him to release 
me of my sufferings, but he has refused to do so, treated my complaint with contempt, 
and ordered that I should be immediately conveyed, under irons, to Sierra Leone. 

In conclusion, I beg leave most respectfully to refer your Lordship to the depo- 
sition of my case, taken at the police court, which | herewith inclose, that 1 was not 
guilty of any act of proceedings. 

{, therefore, most respectfully beg your Lordship for redress, to enable me to 
proceed down there, for the protection of my goods and property, and I humbly beg your 
Lordship’s earnest attention to this subject. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. HAZELEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 169. 
Mr. Hazeley to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


My Lord, Free Town, Sierra Leone, April 19, 1859. 


I BEG most humbly and respectfully to inform your Lordship that in November, 
1857, I left Sierra Leone for Old Calabar, for the purpose of carrying out i —_— 
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in the mechanical line, having with me certain documents indicating my deportment, 
which were handed to me in the period of my departure, by several Missionaries and 
gentlemen. Upon my arrival at Old Calabar, I presented them to the Missionaries of 
the United Presbyterian Church, who, after having perused them, received me gladly ; 
and having joined them in all public worship, became a member of their connexion. 
Soon after this I was employed by them, as well as by the late King Eyo and others, in 
the line of my profession; and as an industrious man would do to earn his livelihood, I 
endeavoured to conduct myself most agreeably and irreproachably, in consequence of 
which T have gained the favours of the Missionaries, the late King Eyo, and other 
respectable natives. As it is known that the British coin is not in use among the natives, 
and that oil is the chief production in that part of the river, I made it my business to 
receive the same as remuneration for my services. Having endeavoured to promote my 
own interest by shipping the said oil to England, the Supercargoes became jealous and 
spiteful, as they wished me to dispose it to them, at a very unreasonable price ; and not 
only so, but suspecting that I, being a native of the same tongue, would have more 
influence and become favourable among them, and by so doing would enlighten them, so 
as not to be easily duped as in the case as usual. These unpleasant feelings have not 
only been exercised against me, but to all Africans coming from Sierra Leone to Old 
Calabar, the kind Missionaries, and even expressed the same against merchants who 
should come over from London and elsewhere, excepting Liverpool. 

I most respectfully beg to state for your Lordship’s consideration, that this gross 
and notorious actions, carrying on by the Supercargoes, are unknown to the respectable 
gentlemen in Liverpool who are their employers; and I believe that had matters of this 
nature been represented to them, these Supercargoes would have been discarded from 
their employments: this opinion is not only maintained by me, but even expressed by 
the said Missionaries. 

I further beg most respectfully to state, that at Old Calabar there is a kind of play, 
called the Egbo, which is in commemoration of a devil, as is cistomary among them. 
There is a law, also, that when such a play is in operation, no person or persons are 
allowed to be out in the streets, upon pain of death, but some of the natives who are 
connected with it and Her Majesty’s British subjects. Mr. Consul Hutelrinson, awaring 
of their law, told the late King Eyo not to exclude us, who are from Sierra Leone, in 
consequence of which I, and many of us from Sierra Leone, were deprived from the 
comforts which we should have received in attending the place of worship many a 
nights at Duke Town. The late King Eyo, being so kind and favourable, told me that 
[ should not be frightful at all in coming out during the day, for no one is so daring as 
to make a venture of disturbance on us; but that we should be very careful at nights, 
for the Supercargoes, having become so inimical to us, would persuade certain natives 
to harm us, to which he will not be responsible, as he is not residing in Duke ‘Town. 
These circumstances vary at Creek Town, where the King resides, for we could go 
abroad during the day as well as nights. 

I beg to bring before you that this gross, cruel, and abominable treatment, exercised 
by the Supercargoes, have been so much extended since after the death of the late King 
Eyo, they attempting to divert the minds of the poor natives who are members of’ the 
United Presbyterian Church, by telling them that they are losing their time for trafficking 
by listening to the Missionaries, who are styled fools ; this, in fact, has excited the minds of 
some of Her Majesty’s British subjects to desire for their home. This was the sole cause 
of their revenging me for my own labour, as they saw that it was probable 1 may become 
prosperous in business. At this period I began to suffer from them, and they endeavonred 
to lay all obstacle in my way, so as to get me away from the place. 

I beg most humbly and respectfully to mention to your Lordship, that in the 
beginning of March, 1858, as 1 was walking in the streets of Creek Town, I came in 
contact with one of’ the Supercargoes, who fell <o with his stick, without any conversation 
whatever, any word of offence, or anything of the like nature, and beat me most 
dreadfully, aided by a ship surgeon in his company, wounded my head, from which the 
blood flows roti, I was alone and unarmed, but did not use my arm or any part 
of my body by way of defence. Whilst I was bleeding almost to death, they made their 
Kroomen, or labourers, hold me on the ground, and continuc to beat me most unmercifully, 
so much so that I was compelled, when come to myself, to cry out for help. At length 
King Eyo, probably hearing the noise, or some one convey the awful scene to him, ran 
out of his house and saved me from their hands. At this time I was bleeding most 
awfully ; the King and some of his subjects who were with him, tried all the means in 
their power to prevent the blood from flowing from my head, lest I should die. I was 
then suffering from such a severe pain that I did not expect to live. At this period the 
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Supercargo, Michael Hearn, and surgeon, went away, leaving word behind them that 
they would soon return to seize me again, and flog me, and chain me on board their ship. 
A few days after, a good number of the Supercargoes came up to Creek Town, to seize 
and send me a prisoner to the Consul at Fernando Po. King Eyo determined not to 
give me up to them, and, unable to resist them, sent Young Eyo to call immediately a 
Minister of the United Presbyterian Church, the Rev. H. M. Waddell, residing in the 
same town, in order to get his advice as to whether he should deliver me to the Super- 
cargoes to be murdered, as he is not acquainted with the English laws. Mr. Waddell 
soon appeared, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Goldie and the Rev. Mr. Robb. Upon 
their arrival, Mr. Waddell stated that neither the King nor himself could venture to 
deliver me into their hands, nor had they any right to demand me from them, nor to 
take me out of their houses, without a warrant from the British Consul, as I was a free- 
born British subject. Soon after this they took to their boats, threatening King Eyo 
and the Missionaries with dreadful consequences. 

Such, my Lord, is the conduct of English traders from Liverpool to a poor degraded 
African, who endeavoured to earn his livelihood from honest labour ; and such, I say, 
was my suffering, as one of Her Majesty's loyal subjects from Sierra Leone, to be treated 
worse than a slave, more so by free-born Englishmen, who should endeavour to enlighten 
my country, rather than degrading, punishing, and murdering its children. 

It is evident, my Lord, that should these evils be allowed to continue, the Super- 
cargoes, aided by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Hutchinson, the lives of many 
poor Africans will be made as sacrifice by the Supercargoes, as Mr. Hutchinson 
determined not to protect them. Instances have occurred that poor Africans were 
placed in irons on board the Supercargoes’ vessel, and nothing was ever heard of them 
up to the present period, as was the case with a cooper, by name Coffee, an African, 
who was placed in irons under very heavy fetters, for several days, by one Mr. William 
Hearn, a Supercargo, and brother-in-law to Consul Hutchinson ; and although inquiries 
were made by his poor widow and other friends, yet nothing was heard of him up to the 
present period. It was supposed by his widow and friends that he must have probably 
died with his fetters, in a state of starvation, and thrown overboard by the order of the 
said William Hearn. 

It is awful to state, for your Lordship’s information, that since the death of the late 
King Eyo, who was very useful in defending poor Africans, Her Majesty’s loyal subjects 
who may have gone to Old Calabar to earn their livelihood, evils upon evils have been 
committed, as there is scarcely any one to defend them, in consequence of which, if 
measures be not adopted by your Lordship to put an end to such demon-like proceedings, 
many valuable lives will be made as sacrifice. I hope and trust that my Lord will 
condescend to listen to the cry of myself and others. 

Again, my Lord, there is something worth bringing before your Lordship’s notice, 
and that isin reference to the Missionaries of the United Presbyterian Church. Their 
labours have been to such an extent, and with such effect upon the minds of the natives, 
that great good has been effected during the period of my residence with them. Wars 
and rumours of wars would have been the consequences between the natives and 
Supercargoes, had it not been for the kind and constant interference of the above 
Missionaries. The Supercargoes have even made the attempt, and not only so, but have 
actually put the natives in irons, under very heavy fetters, on board their ships, without 
the knowledge and consent of King Eyo, which has often broken out in horrible disputes 
between King Eyo and the Supercargoes, for which the Missionaries have often been 
very useful in deciding matters. 

During the above period of my stay of sixteen months, I suffered from a severe 
opposition from the Supercargoes of the Liverpool Company, and threats of every 
description had been presented to me, so much so, that even revolvers loaded had often 
been presented to my face, without any cause of offence. The King and the Missionaries 
have always been endeavouring to prevent them from taking away my life with deadly 
weapon. I was called all sorts of names by them ; notwithstanding this, I endeavoured 
to keep out of their way, and attend the business of my calling. Reflections have always 
been cast upon me by way of insult, when passing in the streets, or when coming in 
contact with any of the Supercargoes, that “here is a Sierra Leone President.” 

On my arrival at Old Calabar, the Supercargoes have always endeavoured to 
persuade the late King Eyo to send me away, to which he refused; their object was, 
that I would likely have more influence with my country people, as I had just com- 
menced business with them. ; ’ . 

I deeply regret to state, for my Lord’s information, that the general conduct of the 
Supercargoes towards poor degraded Africans, who are endeavouring to procure their 
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livelihood in an honest way, is most discouragingly ; they are determined, and resolutely 
determined, with the assistance of the Consul, Mr. Hutchinson, who is always willing to 
lend his aid to ruin, punish, and almost murder any African, especially those from Sierra 
Leone, by conniving at the Supercargoes to scize their oil, allowing threats of most 
awful description, in the using of revolvers, and putting them in irons upon their rights. 

Permit me to state, my Lord, that the late King Eyo has often told me about his 
displeasure against the gross conduct manifested by the Supercargoes to the Africans 
coming from Sierra Leone ; and had it not been for his kind interference, as well as 
those of the Missionaries, whose connexion I was a member of, I would have suffered a 
massacre before this. 

I beg to state for your information that Mr. Consul Hutchinson, who is too well 
known at the Bight of Biafra and the Island of Fernando Po to be an ill-disposed man, 
who is destitute of all moral feelings against the Negro race, could be easily biassed and 
shun at justice being done towards poor coloured men, and more particularly so, as a 
brother-in-law to Messrs. Hearns, who are the influential Supercargoes, has always been 
endeavouring to connive at their wickedness to rnin, plunder, and shackle poor natives 
trom Sierra Leone and elsewhere, on the ground of their rights. 

I beg to mention to your Lordship, that I have never interfered with the Supercar- 
goes, either in the line of their business or in any other way, and have never done any- 
thing to lay any obstacle in their path; have been endeavouring to impress upon the 
minds of the natives at Old Calabar, that all Africans from Sierre-Leone are slaves ; 
consequently, if they were to suffer from any ill treatment from the Supercargoes, or 
any of the natives of Calabar, that they will not be called to account by any one, as a 
runaway slave from Sierra Leone, no one is bound to protect them ; this seemed of late 
to have some effect upon the minds of the natives. It will not be astonishing to hear 
that natives from Sierra Leone, Her Majesty's loyal subjects, be murdered by the natives 
through the advice and consent of the Supercargoes from Liverpool. 

Astonishing to mention, for your Lordship’s information, that Mr. Consul Hutchinson 
advised the natives of Calabar to punish severely all natives from Sierra Leone, and for 
every trifle or any trumped up charges to put them in irons; this was done to please 
the Supercargoes, in order that when the natives from Sierra Leone find that they are 
opposed on every side, viz., by the Supereargoes, the natives, and more than all, from 
Mr. Consul Hutchinson, who is a deadly enemy to the natives from Sierra Leone, and 
who is bound to protect them as Her Majesty’s loyal subjects, they are obliged to return 
to their home. 

I beg also to state, that on witnessing the advice of Mr. Consul Hutchinson to the 
native to punish and fetter all the natives from Sierra Leone, [ went to inform him that 
all the natives from Sierra Leone, Her Majesty’s loya! subjects, depend entirely upon 
him for protection ; he stated in reply, that. he has no right to protect any African from 
Sierra Leone from any injury they may receive from the natives whilst residing on shore, 
and that if myself and others desired hin to protect us, that we must keep afloat on the 
rivers as the Supercargoes. and although I produced my passport, as well as several 
recommendations from the Missionaries and other gentlemen from Sierra Leone, yet he 
said in conclusion, that he is determined to make every native from Sierra Leone suffer, 
and that he is not bound to protect them, and, as Her Majesty’s loyal subjects, should 
they be in need of any protection, they must apply to the Governor of Sierra Leone. 

This has such effect upon the minds of the people, that eventually they can punish, 
put inirons, and will murder any native from Sierra Leone without any fear or dread, as 
Mr. Consul Hutchinson is determined not to protect any one from Sierra Leone. 

1 beg to state for your Lordship’s information, that the treatment of some of the 
Supercargoes towards the coloured race is worse than that of slaveholders; cruelties of 
all description are always exercised upon people, especially from Sierra Leone. 

I beg to bring before your Lordship’s notice that a few of the Supercargoes 
and Captains would not join the rest in their abominations against me. | recollect 
in an instance, whilst at Old Calabar, I was requested by Captain Stanbury to do 
some work for him on board his ship, and, whilst I was preparing to go on board, 
some of the Supercargoes were passing by saw me, and threats of a most awful 
description were used against me without any cause of offence whatever, and they 
wished to take me on board their ship to put me in irons: at this period, good many 
of the Supercargoes had their revolvers loaded, and Captain Stanbury was obliged to 
rescue me from the awful danger of being shot by them. Soon after this was over, I 
went on board Captain Stanbury’s vessel to perform the work, another threatening was 
made by them with revolvers in their hands; they wished to take me by compulsion from 
the vessel, to be carried to their own, as they requested Captain Stanbury to deliver me 
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up to them ; he being determined not to do so, spoke to them about their cruelty; after 
he had found that they were determined to take me away, and knowing that the conse- 
quences would be serious, either in the taking away of my life, or inflicting severe 
punishment by putting me in irons, or ordered me to be severely beaten, determined to 
repel them to-the utmost, in consequence of which he had saved me from their hands. 

On the 14th February, 1859, Mr. Michael Hearn and some of the Supercargoes 
prevail upon a native of Duke Town, at whose house I was working, and which work 
had nearly been completed, to deny the greater portion of the payment, and that if wish 
to prove the same, that he should, without any hesitation, put me in irons. 

The above Bassey Henshaw soon came up to me where I was working in his 
premises, and stated that I shall have to pay him when the work will be completed; with 
great astonishment I asked him why did he say so? And not more than a few days before 
this, he stated to me that he is fully prepared to pay me my due (after this, I learnt from 
one of his slaves, who was present and heard what had passed between Mr. M. Hearn 
and other Supercargoes, who requested him not to pay me a farthing). I told him that 
we should get two arbitrators to investigate our accounts. Soon after I had uttered 
the words, he sent to close his doors, and ordered his slaves to put me under very heavy 
fetters, and immediately sent to Mr. M. Hearn and others to tell them all is right. I was 
then suffering to extreme, as the fetters were very tight on my arm and legs, some con- 
veyed the awful scene of my miscry to a surgeon, a European, several miles off, who, 
with sympathy, came up to my relief; this kind gentleman, after his arrival, insisted 
upon the natives in their releasing me from the irons under which [ was placed. After 
a long argument, he could not prevail, as myself and others have learnt that Mr. M. Hearn 
rejoiced that the said Bassey Henshaw had obeyed his instructions. Previous to my being 
placed in irons, I told the said Bassey Henshaw, that if he does me my bodily harm, the 
man-of-war will burn down the town. I merely said it to frighten him from punishing 
me. Mr. Hearn and other Supereargoes advised him to construe my words, that I stated 
that I would burn down his house, and also the late King Eyo’s house. 

A few hours after the man-of-war made a signal, coming in the harbour, the said 
Bassey Henshaw frightened, came up to me to arrange matters ; told me that Mr. Hearn 
had given him a bad advice. I asked him what advice? he said to put me in irons, for 
which he was very sorry, and that he was obliged to do so in order to please him, as he 
is doing business with him, and has some account with him which he is not prepared to 
make good ; he stated also that Tam aware that the Supercargoes do not wish to see any 
African from Sierra Leone coming to do business at Old Calabar ; his repentence was of 
such a nature that he was preparing to loose me and Iet me go: in the meantime, a 
messenger came and told him that Mr. William Hearn wished to see him immediately. 
He hurried away to meet him on board his ship and left me in the state in which I was 
suffering, with great pains from the irons being placed too tight on my hand and feet, 
and in a state of starvation. 

A few hours after the said Bassey Henshaw returned, and from his appearance, he 
was quite another man ; he immediately ordered that another iron must be placed on my 
neck, that. he had seen Mr. Hearn, that they both had consulted Consul Hutchinson, and 
had already arranged matters. It appears Mr. Consul Hutchinson had arranged matters 
with his brother-in-law, Mr. Hearn, as he lodged with him on board his ship on his 
arrival at Old Calabar, and it was his brother-in-law, Mr. Wm. Hearn, who advised 
Bassey Henshaw to put me in irons without any cause of offence. 

I starved during the whole day, my clerk so pitied my condition, brought me some 
soup in a bowl and a cup of tea, for which I was very thankful ; as soon as I was about 
receiving them from my clerk, Bassey Henshaw ordered that they must take the cup of 
tea and soup away from me, as he was advised not to allow me to eat an a, not even 
toa cup of tea. This happened at 12 o’clock of the 15th instant. Bassey Henshaw 
ordered his slaves to take me out of irons, and I was immediately dragged down through 
the streets to the wharf almost in a state of nudity, without shoes, and, although I 
pleaded that they should allow me to put on my clothes, yet they actnally refused ; the 
filth of the place in which I had been placed in irons was sufficient to kill me. In this 
dreadful condition I was taken on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Sharpshooter.” 

Mr. Consul than asked Bassey Henshaw to produce his charge against me. The 
said Bassey Henshaw then stated that he gave me a contract to perform in the carpenter 
line, and he believes that he had overpaid me, and furthermore stated that I told him 
that I shall kill him or burn down his house. Mr. Consul then asked him if I stated any 
thing more, he said that I was the person who burnt King Eyo’s house. 

[ then asked Mr. Consul Hutchinson if he would allow me to put a question to my 
accuser. [ then questioned whether he was not the identical man who came to my premises 
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and told me that King Eyo’s house at Creek Town was on fire, and pointing it to me; at 
this period Bassey Henshaw and myself were at Duke Town where I was residing, a 
distance of not less than three miles from Creek Town where the house was burning. 
Upon Bassey charging me with burning King Eyo’s house before Mr. Consul Hutchinson 
and all my enemies, the Supercargoes, who put him up to prefer the notorious and 
unfounded charge, I questioned whether I was an omnipresence being to be at Creek 
and Duke Town at the same time, a distance of not less than three miles. 

Mr. Consul, finding that my questions to Bassey Henshaw were very applicable, he 
roared at me in a most vindictive tone that I should put no more questions to him. 
Mr. Consul asked me whether I ever worked for Mr. Alex. Walker, a merchant in Sierra 
Leone, I replied that I had only a job from Mr. Walker by way of wheelwright and 
nothing more. I stated that I defraud no man in Sierra Leone, and that I paid my 
passage as gentleman to Calabar. I told him that my character in Sierra Leone stands 
unblemished. 

Mr. Consul Hutchinson then sentenced me to return to Sierra Leone, and stated 
that if I should have any property or debt on shore I must collect them on board the 
' “Sharpshooter ” within three days. 

Whilst I remained a prisoner on board, almost in a state of nudity, not even 
allowed to send for my wearing apparel on shore, beside my property, as from the day 
in which | was placed in the irons no one to take care of them, up to the period of my 
leaving Calabar, which was three days, on board Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Sharpshooter,” 
placed between two guns on the deck of the ship, a distance of about 18 feet, exposed 
to dew, rain; and until our arrival at Lagos, where I was placed on board the mail 
steam-packet, in charge of an officer belonging to Her Majesty’s steamer ‘“ Archer,” 
and suffered very much on my passage to Sierra Leone, I suffered to extreme, as I was 
handcuffed at every port, from the day of our arrival up to the arrival of our departure, 
until we arrived at Sierra Leone, leaving all my property behind, without the care of 
any one, beside debts, &c. Soon after our arrival in the port of Sierra Leone, I was 
taken on board the “Commodore,” which was lying in the port of Sierra Leone. 

As soon as the Commodore saw me, he said to me, you are the man Hazeley. I 
replied, yes; he said, that you have been a slave-dealer at Old Calabar, and you ought 
to be hung ; he immediately ordered that another iron should be placed on my legs. 
said to myself that is facie charge; perhaps Consul Hutchinson wish to make the 
case good to suit the purpose of his friends at Calabar. The Inspector of Police and 
several Police Constables came on board the “Commodore,” to take me to the police 
station at Free Town. Soon after we were set at liberty, up to the present, I requested the 
Police Magistrate to furnish me with the charges preferred against me, and having 
received no explanation up to the present period, I herewith humbly and sincerely crave 
from your Lordship that you will take the subject into your serious consideration, and 
humbly solicit that you will pity me, as | am actually ruined in my business, and grant 
that | may be permitted to return to Calabar to recover any losses, and to carry out my 
trade unmolested. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM ISAM HAZELEY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 169. 
Consul Hutchinson to Mr. Hazeley. 


Sir, Fernando Po, June 29, 1859. 


IN reply to your letter of 11th June, I have to inform you that I have giver 
instructions to, Captain Phillips, of the Royal Mail-steamer “ Retriever,” to hand over to 
the Commander of the “Armenian” your goods, which are at present in the African 
Steam Ship Company’s store-ship at the River Bonny. 

No letters from’ you have come into my charge, and I therefore cannot tell what 
become of them. ae 

As for your property and chattels in Duke Town and Creek Town, it will be my 
duty, in the first instance, before forwarding them, to ascertain if they be sufficient to 

ay bills which are reported to me to be due by you to Messrs. Smith and Inglis, 
in. Edgerly, Mrs. Mackintosh, and Bassey Henshaw. ’ 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 169. 
Mr. Hazeley to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, Pa Demba Road, Free Town, Sierra Leone, August 18, 1859. 


_ LHAVE to og tig the receipt of your letter under date the 29th June 
in reply to mine of the 11th June, wherein I submitted for your information and consi- , 
deration, the amount of my property, goods, and chattels, in your care, which you have 
illegally detained at your own will and pleasure, by preferring a frivolous and malicious 
charge against me to Her Majesty’s Government. 

n the third paragraph of your letter of the 29th, you remarked that it will be 
my duty, in the first instance, before forwarding them, to ascertain if they be sufficient 
to Pay ills which are reported to me. 

n reply, I beg to state that it will be very absurd on my part to make any comment 
whatever on the subject, but will entirely leave it as it is for the kind consideration of 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to determine. 

The persons enumerated in your last paragraph, said by you that I am indebted to, 
T do not know, but with the exception of Mrs. Edgerly, who I owed 15s., and Mrs. 
McIntosh, who | cannot pay, for reason she has lost several pieces of my clothes. 

_If you, as Her Majesty’s Consul, placed there to administer justice to British 
subjects in its proper light, have thought it proper to call on me to pay debts to parties 
who I am unconcerned, why not think it proper to call upon parties who are indebted 
to me so largely there, to pay me their debts ? 

You are also fully aware that, through you, Bassey Henshaw has not paid the ainount 
of balance due me, and by his instrumentality such gross act of cruelty was done by 
you towards me. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. HAZELEY. 


Inclosure 5 in No 169. 
Mr. Hazeley to Captain Lake. 


Sir, Pa Demba Road, Free Town, Sierra Leone, September \6, 1859. 


AS the time approaches for the arrival of the Leeward mail to procced to England, 
I have to solicit you will have the kindness to bring under the notice of his Honour the 
Acting Governor for his information and consideration, a circumstance deserving the 
utmost attention. 

His Honour will, I think call to recollection, that, whilst officiating as Police 
Magistrate in this city, | have been, in the month of March last, brought back to this 
Colony, by the mail-steamer “Athenian,” as a prisoner from Old Calabar, before his 
Honour, under false charges preferred against me by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
Thomas J. Hutchinson of Fernando Po and the Bight of Biafra, that I attempted to set 
fire to a man’s house named Bassey Henshaw a native of that country. 

Tt was then before his Honour’s tribunal I was set at liberty, not guilty of such an 
act, but it was an act maliciously plotted against me by Consul Hutchinson with the design 
to deprive me of my well being and prosperity. 

uch gross act of proceedings alleged against me, I have submitted it for the 
information and consideration of the then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, but the 
deposition of my case at the police court has been omitted by me to accompany that 
despatch. ; 
ws I am prepared by the coming mail from the Leeward, to make some few.remarks 
in support of my defence, which I had already transmitted, I consider it indispensably 
necessary, as in the existing rules and regulations laid down in Her Majesty’s service, to 
solicit his Honour will be f yee bs to cause, that I may be furnished with the copy of the 
report of the charges and evidence taken in my case at the police court, which Consul 
Hutchinson has alleged against me, to enable me more explicitly to make a more full 
explanation, than what I have had hitherto submitted to his Lordship. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. HAZELEY. 


Crass B. R 
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Inclosure 6 in No, 169.. 
Mr. Haseley to Captain Lake. 


Sir, Pa Demba Road, Free Town, Sierra Leone, September 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour most respectfully to solicit you will bring to the notice of his 
Honour the Acting Governor for his information and consideration my humble request. 

I have on the 16th instant, addressed his Honour the Acting Governor through you, 
to cause that I may be furnished with a copy of the report of the charges and evidence 
taken in my case at the police court, which has been alleged against me by Mr. Consul 
Hutchinson of Fernando Po and the Bight of Biafra. 


I am earnestly waiting for a reply, to enable me to make the necessary arranjrements, 
prior to the ea sg of the Lesrard mail for England. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. HAZELEY. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 169. 
Captain Lake to Mr. Hazeley. 


Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, September 19, 1859. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, which I laid 
before the Acting Governor. 


It was referred by his Honour to the Assistant Police Magistrate, whose reply is 
herewith inclosed. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H F. LAKE. 
Inclosure 8 in No. 169. 
Mr. M‘Cormack to Captain Lake. 
Sir, Police Office, September 16, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date inclosing 
a letter from William Isam Hazeley, addressed to yourself, requesting copies of the 
evidence taken at the police court in his case, and have to state, for the information of his 
Honour the Acting Governor, that it appears that on the morning of the 17th March, 1859, 
two persons, named William Isam Hazeley and Thomas Francis Fury, were brought to the 
police station by Inspector Lawson, from Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Vesuvius,” 
Commodore Wise, to which vessel he had been sent for them by his Excellency Governor 
Hill, and that his Honour the Acting Governor on taking his seat as Police Magistrate 
had them at once brought before him, and stated to Hazeley to the effect that he ought 
to be very thankful to all concerned in causing him to be brought to Sierra Leone, as in 
all probability they had thereby saved his life, as there was little doubt if he had been 
left in the hands of the natives at Calabar and the case had been proved against him, and 
it was a very serious one, he would by country law have been burned to death, but that 
he had no charge before him to make against him (Hazeley), and therefore released him. 

With respect to Fury, his Honour the Acting Governor said to the effect that he was 
to give his own personal security to appear at the police court at any time when required 
by the Magistrate, as he had been accused of dealing in slaves at Calabar, but he had 
no cane, bekne him, and he also was released under self bail. There was no evidence 
taken in either case, but his Honour the Acting Governor gave them kind and good advice 
for their future conduct. 


I have, &e. . 
(Signed) JOHN M‘CORMACK, 
Acting Police Magistrate. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 169. 
Mr. Hazeley to Captain Lake. 


Sir, Pa Demba Road, Free Town, Sierra Leone, September 21, 1859. 

I BEG you will have the goodness to submit to his Honour, the Acting 
Governor, Alexander Fitz James, the inclosed correspondence, for transmission to Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, for his information and 
consideration, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) | W. J. HAZELEY. 





No. 170. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 4, January 28, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 46.] 





No. 171. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 5, January 31, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 47.] 





No. 178. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 
(No. 55.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, December 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 18, 
November 3rd, transmitting, for my information, copy of a memorandum containing 
information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for the 
employment in the Slave Trade, and desiring that I should make known this information, 
confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom I may be 
able to communicate. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 174. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 
(No, 56.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, December 29, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Fond despatch No. 19, 
November 11, transmitting, for my information, extract of a despatch from Mr. 
Crawford, containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of 
being destined for employment in the. Slave Trade, and desiring that I should make 
known this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers with whom I may be able to communicate. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


EEE 


R 2 
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~ No. 176. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, December 29, 1859. 

-1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 20, 
November 22," transmitting, for my information, copy of a memorandum containing 
information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for 
employment in the Slave Trade, and desiring that 1 should make known this information, 
confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom I may be 
able to communicate. 

I have, &c 


(Signed) | THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 176. 
Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 18, 1860.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, December 22, 1859. 





No. 177. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 7, February 15, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 57.] 





No. 178. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 8, February 23, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 59.] 
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No. 179. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 9.) 


No. 180. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 10, March 1, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 60.] 





No. 181. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 11, March 5, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 61.] 





No. 182. 


a Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
0. 1.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, January 25, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I have just returned from 
a visit to the Old Calabar river, in Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Spitfire.” My chief 
object in the official tour, in which Iam now engaged with that vessel, is to carry out 
the instructions of the Earl of Malmesbury, contained in No. 15, May 23, 1859, with 
reference to Treaties bearing on the contemplated Order in Council, conferring 
magisterial authority on Her Majesty’s Consuls on the West Coast of Africa. 

On arriving at Old Calabar, on the 16th instant, I deemed it my duty to communi- 
cate with John Archibong, on the subject of your Lordship’s despatch No. 17, October 
24, in which I was authorized to recognize him as King in the customary form, as soon 
as he had given me satisfactory assurances with regard to the trade of the river. 

Very soon after the ship was anchored, Mr. William Hearn, a Supercargo of the 
ship “ Clangregor,” the property of Messrs. Tyson and Richmond, of Liverpool, came on 
board to complain to me— ‘ Ff 

1. Of John Archibong, having refused to let the pilot come to the Bar to take in 
his ship when he arrived there about six weeks ago; 

2. Of his vessel, since her arrival off the town, to which she had been piloted 
by a sailing master, having been without a bamboo roof, to the great detriment of the 
health of his crew; and of the Duke Town peuple not only refusing to erect the house, 
but organizing an armed band to prevent Eyo, e Chief of Creek Town, from doing it; 

3. Of a native oath, or ban, called “‘ Mbiam,” having been taken by many of the 
people of the town (by John Archibong’s suasion), against trading with the ship 
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“‘Clangregor.” This oath is believed by the superstitious people, who take it to cause 
immediate death on its infraction. 

As it was my desire to do all in my power towards remedying these things, I went, 
in company with Lieutenant Allingham, R.N., Commanding Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
“Spitfire,” to John Archibong’s house, where I found him half drunk, and very sulky. 
I could not get any answer from him as to the causes of his conduct, although talking 
mildly to him, and giving him to understand, that one object I had in view in coming 
up to Calabar was to carry out your Lordship’s instructions to recognize him as King, 
if I found commercial matters properly placed under his protection. He refused to 
come on board the man-of-war steamer. 1 then deemed it advisable to confer with 
Rev. Mr. Anderson, the oldest resident Missionary now in the Old Calabar, who 
speaks the native language, and who was the amanuensis for John Archibong in the 
letter announcing himself King, as inclosed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 17, 
October 24, 1859. 

The purport of this despatch I explained to Rev. Mr. Anderson, and, at the same 
time, 1 asked him to interpret it for Archibong. This he did, with the unsuccessful 
results which appear in his communication to me on the subject. 

One point I wished Mr, Anderson particularly to impress upon Archibong, namely, 
the inconsistency of his writing to your Lordship of his intention “ to carry out, to the 
utmost of his power, the Treaties made for the protection of all British subjects trading 
or residing in this country;’ whilst the first thing I find on arriving here was the 
abominable superstitious ban of “ Mbiam,” fastened on to a British vessel and her 
cargo. : 

wae length, John Archibong came off to the ship with Rev. Mr. Anderson, to beg 
of me to acknowledge him as King. Of course, I felt obliged to decline acceding to this 
request, stating to him my reasons, viz., that he had refused to explain to me why he 
had put the “ Mbiam” veto against trading with a British ship, and had likewise refused 
to adopt what I suggested, a friendly conference with the Oreck Town people, in 
reference to general matters affecting the trade of the river, and the especial affair of 
making a bamboo roof over the “ Clangregor.” 

Soon after leaving he sent me off a letter (of which I inclose a copy, with my 
answer thereto), intended, I believe, to act as inducement for me to recognize him King, 
but as the Supercargo of the “ Clangregor ” had been obliged to make a contract with 
Eyo for the building of his roof, 1 could not consent to this. 

The state of unpleasant feelings existing amongst the Supercargoes in this river, 
one against the other, is a subject upon which I do not desire to enter more at present, 
than to advance it as my chief reason for complying with King Eyo’s request to give 
him a protection against interference, when he was about to erect the house over the 
“Clangregor.” This I have done with greater pleasure, because he willingly signed 
the Treaty in connection with the proposed Order in Council. 

I, therefore, left Old Calabar without having sanctioned John Archibong as King, 
and I have the honour to subjoin copy of a letter which I wrote to Rev. Mr. Anderson, 
explaining my reason for this proceeding. 

I hope Her Majesty’s Government will see that under the circumstances it was not 
possible for me to have acted otherwise than I did, and that I shall have your Lordship’s 
approbation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 182, 
The Rev. W. Anderson to Consul Hutchinson. 


Dear Sir, Duke Town Mission House, January 20, 1860. 
ACCORDING to your request, I went down to King Archibong’s last evening, 
taking with me the accompanying despatch, which I read and explained to him, intimating 
your wish that he should go on board to-morrow, that you may be able to carry out the 
instructions from the Foreign Office in reference to him. I mentioned to him all the 
arguments I could think of in favour of his going on board, but found him exceedingly 
averse to such a step. On asking, finally, what reply I was to make to you about the 
matter, he stated (in substance) that he could not give a definite reply last night, that he 
should call a meeting of his gentlemen early this morning to consult about the matter, 
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and that on their coming to a decision they shall inform me forthwith that I may 
communicate the same to you. 

I forgot to say to Archibong, that if he refuse to go on buard the man-of-war on 
your invitation he will appear to be making a fool of our Queen, inasmuch as he writes to 
her begging recognition, and when she wishes to comply with his request he refuses to do 
what is needful for his recognition in the customary form. I purpose to go down to him 
this morning and to present the matter to him in this light. 

Trusting that you will be able to artange all matters to your satisfaction,I have, &c. 

(Signed) WM. ANDERSON. 


> 





Inclosure 2 in No. 182. 
King Archibong to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, King’s House, Duke Town, January 21, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that all we, Duke Town gentlemen, have taken 
into consideration what you sent to us yesterday about the house of the “Clangregor” ; and, 
to show our great regard for Queen Victoria and our desire to preserve the health of Her 
Majesty’s subjects on board that ship, we have resolved to make the house over that 
vessel, and we have, at the same time, resolved not to receive from Mr. Hearn the 
value of a copper for the work we now engage to do. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KING ARCHIBONG. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 182. 
Consul Hutchinson to John Archibong. 


Sir, “ Spitfire,” Old Calabar, January 21, 1860. 

I RETURN your letter, as I neither believe in your regard for Queen Victoria, 
nor can I acknowledge the title with which you sign your name as King Archibong. 

If you had any desire to preserve the health of Her Majesty's subjects on board 
the “Clangregor,” that ship should not have been permitted to remain six weeks in 
this river uncovered, as it has done, by refusal to put a roofing over it; and, now that 
I feel obliged to insist on King Eyo’s being permitted to make the house, I cannot 
consent to any drawback of such an agreement to suit your humour or that of the Duke 
Town people. 

I have only further to add that I have given to King Eyo a warrant of protection, of 
which Mr. Anderson has a copy, against any British subject interfering in the making of 
this house, and | add to this a warning to you not to incur, more than you have done, 
the displeasure of Her Majesty’s Government Soe ns an opposition likewise. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 182. 


Mr. Hearn to Consul Hutchinson. 


Sir, ** Clangregor,” Old Calabar River, January 16, 1860. 


IN reference to the erection of the house over the ship, and your inquiry as to 
whether I first applied to Duke Town before I asked its construction by the King of 
Creek Town, I beg leave to inform you, that when I sent for the pilot, I was told to send 
to Creek Town for a pilot, and a great deal of most irritating talk used to my Second 
Officer, Mr. Fowler. He was even told that if he was shot in the town there would 
be no palaver. Application was made then to have bamboos, &c., ready, and an answer 
was sent back to the ship “Tapley,” that no house would be built ; there is in the whole 
of this a species of intimidation which you can scarcely conceive. This man, John 
Archibong, is heavily in debt to the “'Tapley,” and tries to intimidate us, We have 
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acted discreetly, and quietly have waited your artival, and trust to it for some good 
result, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. HEARN. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 182. 
Protection given to King Eyo Honesty. 


“ Spitfire,” Old Calabar River, January 21, 1860. 

WHEREAS Mr. William Hearn, Supercargo of the ship “Clangregor” (the property 
of Messrs, Tyson and Richmond, of Liverpool, and now trading in the Old Calabar river), 
has on this 21st day of January, 1860, appeared on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
“Spitfire” before me, Thomas Joseph Hutchinson, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for 
the Bight of Biafra and the Island of Fernando Po, and solemnly deposed to the fact of 
his ship having been here for six weeks, and of the native authorities of Duke Town 
having refused to build a bamboo roof over said vessel, according to the usual custom; 
and whereas such a covering is always indispensable for preserving the health of officers 
and crew of any ship, as well as for protecting the ship’s cargo and for carrying on 
trade. 

And whereas the said authorities of Duke Town have not only declined to erect said 
house, but have objected to its being constructed by King Eyo, the Head of the neigh- 
bouring district of Creek Town, and have likewise assembled with their canoes on the 
river, and in arms, to put a stop to King Eyo’s attempts to erect said house, thereby 
acting in a hostile manner, likely to create a civil war between the districts aforesaid. 

Now be it known to all British subjects, whether residing on ships or ashore, and 
dwelling within the Calabar territory, that I, Thomas Joseph Hutchinson, Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Biafra and the Island of Fernando Po, by virtue of the 
power vested in me by Her Gracious Majesty's Commission to do and execute, from time 
to time, all and every other act and acts, thing and things, which I may lawfully do and 
execute, and which may advance and increase and be for the benefit of trade and mutual 
commerce between the Queen’s Dominions and the the territories within my Consular 
jurisdiction, do hereby warn all British subjects, living afloat or ashore as aforesaid, 
against interfering, either actively or passively, in the matter of having a house erected 
over the before-mentioned ship, under penalty of rendering themselves responsible to Her 
Majesty’s Government, as well as to the owners of said ship, for any loss or damage 
resulting from such interference. 

Given under my hand and Seal of Office, on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
“ Spitfire,” in the Old Calabar river, the 21st day of January, in the year of our Lord 
1860. 

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 182. 
Consul Hutchinson to the Rev. W. Anderson. 


Reverend Sir, ** Spitfire,” Old Calabar River, January 21, 1860. 

I DEEM it my duty, before quitting the river, to hand over to you some copies of 
a correspondence referring to the governmental position of this country. 

I do this because you are the oldest British resident here, as well as because 1 
recognize your handwriting in a document on the subject addressed to myself, of whieh 
Inclosure No. 1 is a copy. 

You will see, by Lord John Russell’s instructions to me (Inclosure No. 3), on 
the subject of John Archibong’s application, that his Lordship has authorized me to 
recognize him (Archibong) in the customary form, as soon as he shall have given me 
satisfactory assurances with regard to the trade of the river. 

On my arrival here, at the commencement of the present week, I found that John 
Archibong has caused (only as late as two months ago) a pagan oath styled ‘“Mbiam,” 
to be recorded against trading with a ship then soon expected to arrive in the river, 
and which has been here for the last six weeks—namely, the “‘Clangregor,” the property 
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431.9) 
of Messrs. Tyson and Richmond, of Liverpool. It is needless for me to inform one so 
well acquainted : ith. the silly and wicked, superstitions of this: country.as; you are, that 
no one dares break this oath, ae personal dread of a horrible death ; wee it: may, 
be cami Seen what an jojury is Ukely to be caused to the property of Messrs, Tyson 
and Richmond, ‘on boatd the ship “ Clangregor,” by having placed Me it such a ban. 
"In company with the Gomitiander’ of this “ship, 1 Went’ to Archibong’s honse, and 
asked him to'explain to'mé: the reason of this’ p ing. ‘He'made no answer. ‘'linvitéd’ 
him 'to come on board Hér Majesty’s steamship “ Spitfire’ to confer with King Eyo' and’ 
the’ people of Creek Town'as ‘to any griévances which he might urge as a plea for this, 
breach of guarantee’ given to Lord John Russell as well as to myself, ‘now five months 
ago—namely, to carry out to the utmost of his power the provisions of Treaties made 
for the protection of ail British subjects,’ trading or residing in this country. This he 
refused to do, with an emphatic “‘ No.” ; 
~—~~Youw have seen that, when complying with your influence to bring him off to the 
ship, he has still been dogged enough to refuse taking off the ‘‘ Mbiam.” 

Therefore, knowing as I do, the feelings of pain with which Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have always regarded such abominable superstitions, bearing on the moral and social 
progress of the people, as well as on the prosperity of their country’s trade, I feel myself 
under the necessity of declining to recognize Archibong as successor to Duke Ephraim 
according to the customary form, and shall report to Her Majesty’s Government! my 
reasons for this proceeding. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
No. 183. 
Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 18.) 
(No. 2.) , 
My Lord, Fernando Po, January 25, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a reply which I gave to King 
Eyo, of Creek Town, on the occasion of my recent visit to the Old Calabar river, in 
reference to his inquiries about the existing “comey,” and on which it seems there had 
been some difference of opinion between him and some of the Supercargoes. ) 

The despatch of the Earl of Clarendon, referred to in my communication to Eyo, gives 
clear and explicit objections to the change proposed at that time it was written; and as 
there has been no proposal of change since that time, I hope I shall have your Lord- 
ship’s apprebation in adhering to the old rule, a by Consul Beecroft in 1852. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





Inclosure in No. 183. 
Consul Hutchinson to King Fyo Honesty. 


Sir, “* Spitfire,’ Old Calabar River, January 21, 1860. 

IN reply to your inquiries about the present arrangement of “ comey” in this river, 
I have to state that it stands as it was agreed to by the Supercargoes as well as native 
traders, and sanctioned by Consul: Beecroft on April 17, 1852; namely, two-thirds to 
Creek Town, and oné-third to Duke Town. 

When the proposed change that “comey” should be divided equally between Creek 
Town and Duke Town was sent by me for the Earl of Clarendon’s approbation in the year 
before last, his Lordship declined to assent to it; because it did not come as a mutual 
agreement between the people of Duke Town and Creek Town, but simply as a proposal 
from the Duke Town traders and the Supercargoes; therefore the old regulation still 
exists: “0) . 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 


smeresnmirn menensnemacte we os eee so a sta 
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as No. 184. 6 
seacay Onn ain La 5 (Reel Me 18) 
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itting copy of a,despatch pha a Cipmead tasted oteoee arenes 


transmitting 8 
the movements of vessels suspected of being destined. for employment in the Slave 
‘Trade, and desiring that I should make known this information,, conn tbelir, to the: 





No. 185, 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March: 13.) 

(No. 4.) , 
My Lord, Fernando Po, January 28, 1860. 

IHAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 22, December 5, 
transmitting copies of memoranda containing information respecting the movements of 
vessels suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade, and desiring that 
I should make known this information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers, with whom I may be able to communicate. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 186. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, ; Fernando Po, January 28, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour toacknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 23, December 15, 
transmitting copy of a memorandum containing information respecting the movements 
of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade, and desiring 
that I should make known this. information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of 
Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom I may be able to communicate. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 





No. 187. 


Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 18.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, January 28, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No.24, December20; 
containing information respecting the movement of vessels suspected of being destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade, and desiring that I shonld make known this 
information, confidentially, to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom I may be able to communicate. ; 


) T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 
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ny Pete ads od bl hapertee 
ul Consul Hutchinson to Lord J, Russell.—(Received Merch 13.) 


dy Fernando Po, January 28, 1860. 

1 HAV Ethe honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No.25, December 28; 
requesting me, by directions of Lord John Russell, ri part ‘his Lordship ‘of the result 
of the steps which I have -taken invexecution of the instructions contained in Lord 
Malmesbury's despatch No. 15 of 23rd May: last, by which I was directed et pa 
the assent of the native Chiefs within my Consular jurisdiction to:\an agreement for con+ 
ferring magisterial authority on Her Majesty’s Coneulsion the West Coast of Africa, 

In reply I have to state that, although it is five months since I applied to Commodore 
Wise for a man-of-war, in order to effect this object, it was only about a fortnight since 
that Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Spitfire” was sent to me for the service. 

I am, therefore, at present engaged in following out the Earl of Malmesbury’s 
instructions, and hope I shall be able to apprise Her Majesty’s Government, by the 
ensuing mail, of the results of my mission. - 

I 


ve, &c, 
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. 








No. 189. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson, No. 12, March 21, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 73.] 


No. 190. 
. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 28, 1860. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 2 of the 25th of January last, inclosing a copy 
of the reply returned by you to certain inquiries made by King Eyo Honesty, of Cree 
Town, about the existing “comey,” or duties, with regard to which you state there has 
been some difference of opinion between King Eyo and some of the Papecentyoes: 

I have in reply to observe, that as you have not either furnished me with a copy 
of King Eyo’s letter, if his inquiries assumed the form of a written communication, or 
informed me to what particular points with regard to the “comey” his inquiries were 
directed, I am unable to offer any opinion as to whether your reply was a proper one 
or not. 

I can only, however, repeat what was stated to you in substance by Lord Clarendon 
in his despatch of the 21st of December, 1857, viz., that any change in the apportionment 
of the duties, or “comey,” to be paid to the Chiefs of Duke Town and Creek Town 
respectively should have the concurrence of both parties interested in the change. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 191. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson. 
(Nov 14.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March, 24, 1860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 1 of the 25th of January last, reporting the 
proceedings of John Archibong, the Chief of Duke Town, Old Calabar, in regard to the 
ship “ Clangregor,” belonging to Messrs. m and Richmond, of Liverpool, and stating 
that in consequence of his conduct in this matter you had refused to acknowledge 
Archibong as Chief. ee 
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I have in to observe, that the neglect of this Chief to send a pilot to 
navigate the “ Bee into the site Per wf thn refusal to allow a roof to baie 
ko be, caries may possibly be accounted for by 
the arbitrary seamen pote year of wars another Supercargo ete 
omy of Messrs. Teron and Richmond, and, if I am right i in my surmises in this 

a and Richmond would have only had their own agents to blame if their 
propery received any | S ictiaeias tn iltcieentiont yt on aniineper 
facilities usually os other traders in the river. ; 


Archibong subsequently offered rd build ‘a roof over \the | “ Olangregor”™ free me on, 
ou had taken portunity of pointing out in proper terms the impropriety of 
kis conduct, and had then acknowledged, him as Chief. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. ° 


Oo: ' No. 192. 
Lord J. Russell toConsul Hutchinson, No. 15, March 27, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Acting Consul 
Lodder, No. 75.] 
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No. 193. 





ais, 2, The Earl of Malmesbury to Acting Consul Roberts. 
0. 2. 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 25, 1859. 
No, 194. 
(No. 1, Acting Consul Roberts to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 15.) 
o. 1, 
Sir, Monrovia, July 25, 1859. 


- | HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 6th instant, of your despatch 
of April 23, 1359, requesting to be advised, for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government, whether the boy, referred to in a letter from Commander Hunt, of Her 
Majesty’s ship “‘ Alecto,” to the Secretary of the Admiralty, regurding his 2 ings 
in the case of the French ship “ Phoenix,” which boy was recognized by the Liberian 
Attorney-General as an apprentice belonging to a relative uf his, who had been 
kidnapped from Monrovia, and who was therefore given up to Colonel Payne, the 
Attorney-General, on payment to the Master of the “Phoenix” of the cost of the 
purchase —has any claim to be considered a British subject? 

In reply, I beg to state that immediately on receipt of your despatch I applied to 
Colonel Payne, with the view of seeking out the boy ‘referred to, and eliciting from 
him such facts in relation to himself, as would better enable me to arrive at the informa- 
tion ' ee ee ee 

‘learned from Colonel Payne that he was residing on a farm some twenty miles 
from this place, whither a messenger was immediately dispatched to request his attend- 
ance at the Consulate with as little delay as possible. Aa 

‘Unfortunately, in consequence of a hurt received on the leg, he had. left the farm 
a few days before for a village several miles further interior, for surgical assistance. 
Ascertaining that the boy was but slightly injured, a messenger was sent to this latter 
place to procure his immediate stkeailonce here:-~He~promised to be driven in a 
couple of days; but I am sorry to say he has not yet made his appearance. The 
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delay, I presume, is in consequence of the almost incessant rains during the last eight or 
ten days, and still continues. So soon as he arrives, I will procure and forward to you, 
without delay, his statements. Neither Colonel Payne, or any one else of whom I eve 
inquired, can give me any certain information in regard to this boy’s history prior to the 
period when he was apprenticed to Mr. C. Willis. All, however, concur in the opinion 
that he came to Mr. Willis (who is now dead) from the Pessa country, and therefore 
seem to question his claim to be considered as a British subject. However, should it 
appear on his statement that he has such claim, I will have the facts he may present 
corroborated by the testimony of others, as far as pragticable.’. 








T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. J. ROBERTS. 
No. 195. 
‘ Acting Consul Roberts to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 16.) 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Monrovia, August 23, 1859. 


REFERRING to . despatch No. 1 of July 25, 1859, respecting the boy who 
was given up to Colonel Payne by the Master of the French ship “ Phoenix,” and who 
according to the belief of Commander Hunt, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” expressed 
in a letterto the Secretary of the Admiralty, can claim to be considered a British 
subject. 

; I have now to add that, for some reason not satisfactorily explained, he has failed 
in his promise to attend at the Consulate. Several persons who are acquainted with 
him attribute his failure to some bad conduct on his part, which deters him at present 
from visiting Monrovia ; and, on the other hand, some of his native friends, whom I 
have interrogated, assured me that he entertains the notion, which some mischievous person, 
it seems, has suggested to him, that the French Government has demanded the rendition 
of all the captives who escaped from the French ship “ Regina Ceeli,” and that he thinks 
the present wish to see him has some such connection; hence his refusal to come to 
Monrovwia. 

A few days ago, accompanied by Colonel Payne, I undertook to seek out his 
retreat, which was reported to be about thirty miles hence; but on reaching the place 
we learned that, for greater security, he had removed further in the interior. 

Failing, therefore, to procure a statement from himself in regard to his claim to 
be considered a British subject, and presuming he will keep beyond our reach for some 
time—at least until his fears of being delivered up to the French shall have subsided— 
| applied to, «nd obtained from, Mrs. Willis, the widow, and Mrs. Howland, the daughter 
of Cyrus Willis, the following account of him, which is corroborated by several native 
men, who have known him for many years. 

They state that the boy, Tom Willis, was born in the Pessa country, of native parents, 
and was brought and ns ger to Mr. Willis by his (‘Tom’s) father during the year 1839 ; 
that he was then, they think, about six years of age. He remained with Mr. Wallis up 
to the time of his death, which occurred in 1848. He then made a visit of five or six 
months to his father, and, on returning, continued with the Willis family until 1850. 
Shortly after he married, and settled in a little native village some three miles from 
Willis’s, where he cultivated a small farm, and occasionally made short excursions in 
the interior for purposes of trade. These excursions, after a while, became more 
frequent, and sometimes (when his wife would accompany ed) were protracted to three 
or four months, until 1854 or 1855, when his visits to the Willis family ceased. They 
spposed he had settled permanently in the back country, and lost all traces of him 
until his return in November, 1858, having been released from the “Phoenix” by 
Colonel Payne. 

The above statement, Sir, I believe to be reliable, and embraces all the past 
history of the boy Tom Willis, excepting the six years prior to his apprenticeship with 
Mr. Willis, and the period between the years 1855 and 1858, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. J. ROBERTS. 
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No. 196. 


ie. 6 Consul-General Hill to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 18 ) 
o, 4, 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 26, 1859. 

1. I TRUST I shall be excused in respectfully offering the following suggestions 
for your Lordship’s consideration, which I am induced to do in consequence of a 
letter received by me from Mr. Campbell, the British Consul at Lagos, in which he 
states he fully expects an attack from Kosoko, the dethroned Chief. 

2. I would suggest that a mud fort should be built at Lagos, which, in case of 
attack, would be easily defended by the residents against any native force. The King 
of Lagos receives, I believe, a considerable amount of revenue, and he can command a 
large supply of cheap labour, so that the expense of erecting such a fortification would 
be inconsiderable. 

3. The European traders and Sierra Leone people might easily be formed into a 
Volunteer Rifle Corps, and, with very little drill, they ought to prove more than a match 
for even superior numbers of undisciplined natives. Inside a fortification I don’t think, 
from my experience of native fighting, they could be dislodged by the largest attacking 
force. 

4. It should be borne in mind that, for a period of nine out of every twelve 
months, the Bar at Lagos is generally impracticable, and, therefore, to depend on 
instant aid from the squadron is out of the question, as the Captains of vessels-of-war, 
with every inclination to render assistance, might not be able to send a single boat in, 
although the place was being destroyed before their eyes. 

5. A native force do not bring guns into the field, and I never knew them attempt 
escalading ; therefore, a strong mud wall, loopholed, with sufficient elevation, flank 
defences, a few cannon, and interior accommodation, fire-proof magazine, &c., would 
insure the safety of life and property ; and the construction required is so very simple, 
the labour so easily procured, with the material on the spot, that I cannot understand 
why such a fort has not been built. 

6. These ideas may, probably, have been conveyed by others to your Lordship, 
yet, as a servant of the Crown, I consider it my duty to report on any subject where 
ritish interests are at stake, and the lives and property of those under British 

protection endangered. I hope, therefore, your Lordship will pardon the trespass, 
and accept my suggestions for what it may be considered worth. 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed). STEPHEN J. HILL. 





No. 197. 


Consular Agent Hanson to Lord J. Russell.-—-(Received November 11.) 
(No. 2.) 


My Lord, Sherbro Island, September 30, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, so far as I have the means 


of knowing, this Consulate continues to be free from any renewal of the prosecution of 
the Slave ‘Prade. 


eo 
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It has, however, come to my knowledge, that some native canoes, containing slaves, 
were, very recently, captured near Cape Shilling; and I have also heard that it is 
reported, or supposed, that the said canoes were freighted in the Gallinas river, 
and that they passed, with their cargoes, through the Sherbro waters. 

Your Lordship is aware that I have no means of preventing this, and that I was, 
long ago, deprived of the only means at my command of obtaining certain information 
from the rivers within and gs my Consular district; so these and other canoes 
may very readily have obtained cargoes in the Gallinas, and have passed through these 
waters with them without my gee | it. 


I hope to be able, when in England, to suggest an easy and effectual preventive 





for this. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON. 
No. 198. 
Consular Agent Hanson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 15.) 
My Lord, 5, Warwick Street, Cockspur Street, December 15, 1859. 


I DO myself* the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a communi- 
cation addressed to me in July last by two very influential Chiefs, exercising juris- 
diction in districts contiguous to my Consulate, and I hold myself in readiness to offer 
such explanation as your Lordship may require respecting it, when it shall please your 
Lordship to honour me with an interview. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON. 





Inclosure in No. 198. 
Prince Mannah and Brimah Zoro to Consular Agent Hanson. 


My good Friend, Messmah Town, July 9, 1859. 

I AM authorized by Prince Mannah to inform you that we have heard of your 
intending to leave us for the purpose of visiting your friends in England. 

I have to inform you that we have no objection for British subjects making trade in 
our rivers, only to acquaint vou for the information of His Majesty’s Government, that 
we ourselves have taken contracts from several merchants, at a very high rate, for their 
goods, wherefore we are obliged to sell them by country bars; that just at the very time 
our native contractors are preparing to liquidate their accounts with us, that we may be 
able to settle with the British merchants, they (the merchants) at that very time send in 
a very large supply of goods into the rivers to purchase wholesale, the natives, of course, 
seeing a large quantity of goods, with a measure of one gallon, at one-eighth per gallon, 
carry the whole of our oil, wood, and other produce to barter with them, 

On our demanding our payment from them, no satisfaction can be had, or any 
settlement made; should we attempt to take any steps or force, a general war will rise 
amongst us; and then this is not all, these very merchants that have bought our produce, 
call upon us, after they are well aware that they have deceived us, for settlement; we 
therefore beg to know from you, how, or in what manner, are we to settle their accounts, 
after giving a man goods at a high price, then send in a very large supply with their 
agents and clerks to sell at a very cheaper rate than that they had given us; they 
afterward demand settlement, should no remittance made, they have much to say of our 
not being faithful. We therefore humbly heg that you may be pleased to lay this‘ letter 
before His Majesty’s Government, craving his assistants by ordering all merchants to 
remain at Bouthe, &c., that all traders and contractors may have the advantage to make 
their trade, and liquidate their accounts fairly. 

By doing which we shall ever esteem the same to be the greatest favour, hoping to 
receive an answer from you previous to your departure for England, and will greatly 
oblige, with kind regard. : 

We remain, &c. 
(Signed) PRINCE MANNAH. 
BRIMAH ZORO. 


a 
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. No. 199. 
~—T Consular Agent Hanson to Lord J. Russell.—( Received January 15.) 
(No. 2. resis 
My Lord, 4, Norfolk Street, Park Lane, w., January 4, 1860. 


IT affords me gratification, in presenting this report upon the- condition of the 
Slave Trade in the Sherbro country, to be able to assure your Lordship that it has been 
so surely and so constantly on the decrease, that it is now almost extinct, and I believe 
that, if the trade in the natural animal and vegetable productions of the country—ivory, 
teak-wood, camwood, palm-oil, palm-kernels, benniseed, and cotton—be constantly 
fostered by the adoption and the maintenance of measures which will encourage the 
Chiefs to prefer legitimate trade to the Slave Trade, and give adequate protection to the 
merchants, and security for their property; in the course of a very short time it will not 
only entirely cease to exist, but to be remembered with regret by the people of that 
country. 

In the course of the past year, no slave-ships have communicated, directly or 
indirectly, with the Sherbro. Some canoes, conveying slaves to the Susoo country, have 
passed through some of the rivers and the Lagoon; but I have reason to believe that 
their cargoes were obtained in the Gallinas. 

The renewal of the internecine strife between some of the rival members of the 
Caulker family, in the Yawry Bay district, has, no doubt, given hope and encouragement 
to the Susoo dealers, who are in the habit of buying slaves, chiefly youth, whenever they 
can get them, and selling them to the ground-nut pla.ters in the Susoo country (to the 
north of the Colony of Sierra Leone), and they have been trying to profit by the 
disturbances in Bompey; for, some Susoo canoes have been captured in or near Yawry 
Bay by Her Majesty’s Officers, though in most of the recent instances of capture the 
canoes and the slaves have belonged to natives of the Bompey district, who, desirous to 
escape from the confusion and insecurity of a community in a state of civil war, have 
been removing their households and effects to the Bullam shore country. It will be well 
my Lord, for the interests of commerce and humanity, if speedy and decisive stop be put 
to the war which has been permitted to again arise in the district of country subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Caulkers, 

I regret, my Lord, to have ‘to add that, the satisfaction with which I am enabled to 
report the certain and very large decrease and the prospect of the speedy cessation of 
the Slave 'l'rade among the Chicfs and the people of the Sherbro, is greatly damped by 
the fact that there are many liberated Africans among those who have settled in the 
various districts of that country, especially in the Kittim or Kirrim river, who, in 
defiance of all law and authority, buy and hold, and use the unrequited labour of slaves ; 
and I beg most respectfully to submit to your Lordship’s consideration whether some 
steps cannot and ought not to be taken, some measures be immediately adopted, for the 
suppression of this practice, and for the punishment of the offenders. 

I owe it to myself to add, that when, very shortly after my arrival at my post, in 
1853, I had reason for suspecting the existence of slave-trading practices on the part of 
some who claimed, and to whom it was my duty to extend, the protection of the 
Consulate ; deeming it to he my duty to devise and execute every measure in my power 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade. I, with the concurrence of his Excellency the 
then Governor of Sierra Leone, requested that all canoes and boats owned and navigated 
by British subjects should touch at the Consulate, to afford me opportunity of knowing 
what vessels of the above description were open to the suspicions to which I have alluded. 
I do not know, nor can any who are acquainted with the topography of the Sherbro and 
the position of the Consulate, see how such a regulation could possibly militate to the 
disadvantage of any honest trader. It seems, however, that an ex parte statement was 
made by interested parties to his Excellency the present Governor, who forwarded the 
representation to the Imperial Government, to the effect that my proposed regulation 
was vexatious and unnecessary, and I was instructed by the Earl of Clarendon not to 
enforce it. I have, however, my Lord, always felt that, on a substantive point of such 
intrinsic consequence, inquiry sap at least have been made and evidence elicited 
touching the facts upon which I had felt called upon to act ; the more especially as, if I 
am not mistaken, one of the Articles of the most recent of the Supplimentary Clauses to 
the Treaty of the 4th of July, 1849, giving to his Excellency the Governor of Sierra 
Leone the right to demand from the Chiefs parties to the said Treaty the surrender of 
denizens of the colony who shall commit in the Sherbro country offences punishable by 
British law, was inserted in view of this particular phase of the Slave Trade ee. 

Crass B. ‘ 
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while the problem of the suppression of the Slave Trade seems to 
be both oth ninaplitying itself, and being reduced to narrower limits, it ap es to require but 
consistency and perseverance with the policy of Her Majesty's vernment for its 
definite solution. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON. 





No. 200. 
Mr. Murray to Consul-General Hill. 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1859. 


SSS 


No. 201. 
Consul-General Hill to Mr. Murray. 
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BRAZIL. 
No. 202. 
Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received April 5.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, March 10, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches to 
No. 2 of February 5th inclusive. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 
No. 203. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Stuart. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of a despatch and its inclosure 
from Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at the Bight of Benin,* denouncing Senhor 
Baeta, a Brazilian subject of the province of Bahia, as the shipper of a cargo of slaves 
recently carried off from the Coast of Africa by the brigantine “ Tyrant ;” and I have to 
instruct you to communicate this information to the cece: Government. : 

; am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 204. 


Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 4.) 
(No. 2.) 


My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 15, 1859. 

IN justice to the continued efforts of the Brazilian Government to prevent any 
revival of the Slave Trade, I should report to your Lordship that a iournal of this capital, 
having in the course of last month given currency to a rumour that a landing of slaves 
had been lately effected near Jiquiriga, the President of the province of Bahia, although 
disbelieving in the possibility of such an occurrence, despatched the Chief of the Police 
with an armed force in a Government steam-vessel to make a strict inquiry into the truth 
of the allegation at the place indicated. 

The inquiry in question established conclusively that no such landing had taken 
place ; and Mr. Consul Morgan, to whom the President had the kindness to communicate 
the papers connected with the inquiry, informs me that the cupidity of the population in 
the neighbourhood is such that, supposing every other obstacle to be removed, the dealer 
in slaves could no longer venture to land them, as they would infallibly be stolen and 
carried into the interior the moment they reached the shore. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 


* No. 8. 
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No. 205. 


7 Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 4.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 7, 1859. 

A REPORT having reached the Brazilian Government last week, that an attempt 
to land slaves was likely to be made shortly at Itabapoona, which lies a little to the north 
of Campos, the Chief of the Police of this province was sent there in a steamer, with an 
armed force, to sift the matter, and to take energetic measures to prevent and punish any 
attempt of the sort, if contemplated. 

Senhor Paranhos informs me that the report has turned out to be entirely false, and 
that the inhabitants of Itabapoona and the neighbourhood were found to be utterly 
ignorant of and indisposed towards any slave-trading project. The} local authorities have 
nevertheless been desired to exercise the utmost vigilunce, and every possible precaution 
has been taken along the coast to prevent any revival of the Traffic. 

The previous false report of a disembarkation of Africans near Bahia, which formed 
the subject of my despatch marked No. 2 of the 15th ultimo, appears to have arisen from 
the transfer made by a proprietor of some of his slaves from one property to another, but 
nothing has, I believe, transpired to show the origin of the present report, which may 
perhaps be attributed to malice or to the desire of evil-disposed persons to discover 
whether the Brazilian Government are sincerely determined to enforce the laws of the 
Empire against those who may be implicated in Slave Trade transactions. 

Of such being the sincere determination of this Government there can no longer be 
any doubt. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 


— SS wn» 


No. 206. 


Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 4.) 
(No. 4. Confidential.) 


My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 7, 1859. 

I READ yesterday evening to Senhor Paranhos your Lordship’s despatch No. 2, 
Confidential, of the 29th of March last, and at his request I left a copy of it with him. 
I had taken the precaution of previously reading and obtaining his Excellency’s assent to 
my despatch No. 7 of the 7th of January last, to which your Lordship’s was in reply. 

We did not converse much upon the details treated of by your Lordship, as it 
appeared to me preferable to give Senhor Paranhos full leisure to consider them before 
giving his final answer. But he led me to understand that about a Slave Trade Conven- 
tion there need be no difficulty, and that the Brazilian Minister in London had lately 
received instructions which would probably enable him to come to an arrangement with 
your Lordship upon the subject. 

With regard to a Treaty of Commerce, Senhor Paranhos maintained, as before, that 
it was out of the question for the present ; but he stated that he might feel disposed to 
negotiate a Consular Convention with Her Majesty’s Government, should your Lordship 
desire it, and that this would remove some of the grievances of which British subjects 
oo pig and might include an arrangement of the Inheritance Question. He also 
alluded to the Nationality Question as possibly not incapable of a reasonable solution, 
and assured me that, at any rate, any concessions upon either of those questions which 
_— be made to France or any other nation would likewise be extended to Great 

ritain. 

When I remarked that it would be of no advantage to Great Britain to substitute a 
Slave Trade Convention for the so-called Aberdeen Bill, unless the relations between the 
two countries were thereby to be replaced upon a satisfactory footing ; his Excellency 
said that the repeal of the Bill would in itself pave the way to more friendly relations 
wy removing much of the ill-feeling towards England, which was now the principal 
obstacle to their renewal, and he expressed his intention of endeavouring, in some 
measure, to allay that ill-feeling by doing justice in the “‘Relatorio ” which he was about to 
present to the Chambers to the friendly and courteous tone emp] »yed by your Lordship 
In your communications with the Fraailen Government. 

Senhor Paranhos’ language respecting the advantages of a closer alliance with 
England was very satisfactory. He talked of the absence of conflicting interests, the 
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requirements of an increasing trade, and the constitutional institutions of the two 
countries as causes which ought to insure for the future their mutual ramets and regard, 
and he seems inclined to promote this object, in so far as circumstances will permit him 
to do so. 

Although his Excellency’s observations, as reported above, were of a cursory and 
unofficial. character, ps your Lordship will have the kindness to instruct me, 
confidentially, as to whether I should encourage, or not, his idea of a Consular Conven- 
tion, in the absence of all chance of obtaining a Commercial Treaty at present. 

It was, of course, understood that the copy of your Lordship’s despatch, which I left 
with Senhor Paranhos, is to be considered as a confidential communication. 

, T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 





No. 207. 


_ Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received June 4.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 9, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of a note which I addressed 
to Senhor Paranhos on the 4th instant. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 


Inclosure in No. 207. 
Mr. Stuart to Senhor Paranhos. 


M. le Ministre, British Legation, May 4, 1859. 
IT may possibly interest the Imperial Government to be made acquainted with the 
contents of the accompanying copies of two despatches which have just reached me from 
the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Heron,” reporting the capture by that vessel, 
in the month of July last, of the slave-barque “ Governor Paris,” and of the slave- 
brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth.” 
I avail, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 





No. 208. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Stuart 
(Separate.) Foreign Office, June 8, 1859. 


142 BRAZIL. 


No. 209. 


se Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 4.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 31,1869. 

IT may be as well to resume, in a separate despatch, the substance of that portion 
of Senhor Paranhos’ “ Relatorio” for the past year which relates to'the Slave Trade. 

His Excellency commences by mentioning that the Imperial Government are 
exercising the utmost vigilance with a view to prevent even the er of an 
fresh introduction of Africans into the Empire, quoting the case of the “ Mary E. 
Smith,” in 1856, as the last effort of the sort which had been attempted. 

Mention is next made of the false reports respecting attempts to introduce slaves 
by way of Guiana, and to the reported landings of slaves at Jiquirica, near Bahia, and 
at Itabapoama, in this province; and much the same account is given of them as that 
with which your Lordship has been made acquainted by my despatches of this serics, 
marked Nos. 7 and 8 of the 8th and 29th of November last, and Nos. 2 and 3 of the 
15th ultimo and the 7th instant. 

Senhor Paranhos further alludes to a reported project for the introduction of 
slaves into the province of Rio Grande do Sul by way of the oriental frontier, along 
the right bank of Lake Merim, and adds that, however improbable the existence of 
such a scheme may be, every precaution has been taken to prevent it. He states, 
moreover, that the opinion of the country with respect to the Slave Trade is most 
satisfactory. 

The “ Relatorio” then proceeds to refer to the overtures which had taken place 
between Her Majesty’s Government and that of Brazil for the conclusion of a Slave 
Trade Convention, stating that the two nations and Governments are destined to 
entertain relations of the closest friendship, and that, although thus far nothing has 
been concluded, those relations are already much improved, as shown by your Lordship’s 
reply to the memorandum applying for the repeal of the so-called “Aberdeen Bill,” 
yeaah addressed to you by the Brazilian Minister in London on the 2nd of 
June last. 

These two documents are published in another part of the “ Relatorio.” 

L have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 





No. 210. 


(No.1 Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 4.) 
No, 7.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, July 9, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches of 
May 21, and separate of June 8. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 


Leen 
No. 211. 


o Mr. Stuart to.the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, July 30, 1859. 

IN conformity with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 
21st of May last, I addressed a note (copy inclosed) to Senhor Paranhos, containing 
the information received from Her cig Consul at the Bight of Benin, relative to 
the shipment of a cargo of slaves, from the Coast of Africa, on board the brigantine 
‘‘ Tyrant,” by Senhor Baeta, a Brazilian subject of the province of Bahia, and I have 
now the honour to transmit to your Lordship .a copy of the answer which has been 
returned to me by Senhor Paranhos, stating that he has referred the matter to -the 
Minister of Justice. 

I have 
) 


, &C. 
(Signed’ W. STUART. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 211. 
Mr. Stuart to Senhor Paranhos. 


M. le Ministre, British Legation, July 11, 1859. 
I HAVE been instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to communicate to your 
- Excellency the information contained in the accompanying extracts from a despatch, 
and its inclosure, received from Her Majesty’s Consul at the Bight of Benin, by which 
on will perceive that a Brazilian subject, of the province of Bahia, named Senhor 
- is. denounced as- the shipper of a cargo of slaves recently carried off from the 

Coast of Africa by the brigantine “ Tyrant.” 
I avail, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 211. 
Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Stuart. 


(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, Foreign Office, July 13, 1859. 

I RECEIVED the note dated the 11th instant, and whereby Mr. William Stuart, 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, informed me of the communication of the 
British Consul at Benin, relative to a Brazilian subject, named Baeta, and native of the 
province of Bahia, who is denounced to have freighted the brigantine “ Tyrant,” which 
recently left the Coast of Africa with a cargo of slaves. 

I thank Mr. Stuart for this communication, which I hasten to transmit to the 
Minister of Justice. 





I avail, &c. 
(Signed) J.M. DA SILVA PARANHOS. 
No. 212. 
Mr. Stuart to Lord J. Russell.—( Received November 5.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, October 4, 1859. 


SENHOR SINIMBU informed me the other day that an intimation had been 
lately received by the President of the province of Sergipe, to the effect that an attempt 
was likely to be made to land a cargo of slaves on the coast between Sergipe and Bahia, 
and assured me that every precaution had been taken by the Imperial Government, 
both on shore and at sea, to repress and punish any attempt of the sort. 

His Excellency further assured me of his conviction, that a revival of the Slave 
Trade was at present impossible in this couutry, although isolated attempts to land a 
slave cargo might occasionally be made by individuals. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 








No. 213. 


Mr. Stuart to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 5.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, : Rio do Janeiro, October 5, 1859. 
IT was reported to me, shortly after the departure of the last mail, that a French 
vessel called the “ Splendide,” which, after landing some camels at Cear4, had brought 
here a cargo of Arab or Turcoman horses, was preparing to sail for the Congo Coast 
with a view to take on board a large number of Africans, whom it is intended to hire 
on the part of the French Government, as free labourers, for service in the French 
West Indian Colonies. It is moreover stated that three French steamers, and another 
sailing-vessel, are to meet the “Splendide ” somewhere off Cape’ Lopez, the whole of 


them equipped for the same purpose, in virtue of a contract between the F' 
Government and the house of Régis of Marseilles. en the French 
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As it turned out, upon further inquiry, that there were two French officers on 
board the ‘‘Splendide,” officially commissioned to superintend the engagement and 
embarkation of the Africans, J thought it more prudent to avoid making the affair 
the matter of an official representation to the Brazilian Government, and I have 
therefore contented myself with communicating the above information to Rear-Admiral 
Sir Stephen Lushington, and with now reporting it to your Lordship. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 
No. 214. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Stuart. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 8, 1859. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 9 of the 4th ultimo, I have to instruct you 
to take an opportunity of expressing to Senhor Sinimbu, the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s 
Government at the assurance which he gave to you that every precaution had been taken 
by the Brazilian Government, both on shore and at sea, to prevent and punish any 
attempts that may be made to land slaves in Brazil. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 215. 


Mr. Stuart to Lord J. Russell—(Received December 7.) 
(No. 11.) 


My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, October 31, 1859. 


AN incident, which at first excited the suspicions and alarm of’ this Government, as 
probably indicative of an attempt to revive the Slave Trade on the Brazilian Coast, has 
occurred here since the departure of the last mail. 

On the arrival of the Portuguese hrig “Julia” from Angola, on the 12th instant, it 
was reported and published in the journals that, some days before her departure, an 
oxen Jaunch had left Loanda, and had not been heard of since; and on the 15th instant 
the Imperial Government received information that on the 13th two white men and three 
Africans had landed from a launch at Tacutiard, some fifteen miles north of the entrance 
of the Bay of Rio de Janeiro. The police anthorities of the province had lost no time 
in repairing to the place, and in apprehending the five men, who agreed in asserting 
that they had been driven out of their course by a storm whilst on a voyage from 
Loanda to Benguella, and that after navigating at hazard for thirty-three days, they 
had been thrown on shore, where they were found. The two white men, of whom one 
is a Portuguese pilot, named Manoel Caetano dos Passos, who owned the launch, and 
other a Brazilian seaman, named Manoel Thomas de Bittencourt, stated that the 
Africans were hired for the voyage, and that one of them was a slave, and the other 
two free men: but the latter declared that they had been stolen and taken on board the 
launch without knowing their destination. It was subsequently ascertained that the two 
white men had endeavoured, when they landed, to sell their companions, offering one as 
a present to an inhabitant of Itaipa, provided he would effect the sale of the other two. 
The launch went to pieces shortly after touching the shore. Some clothes, books, and 
papers, were seized by the police, as well as two Brazilian bank-notes, and some silver, 
and Portuguese and English gold, found on the persons of Passos and Bittencourt. 

The improbability of so small a boat having succeeded in making a safe voyage 
from so great a distance at once led the Brazilian Government to discredit the 
story, and to fear that the launch must belong to some vessel engaged ‘in landing slaves 
on another point of the coast, and that it must have been detached in order to divert 
the attention of the authorities from the point in reality determined upon. The most 
energetic measures were therefore taken, with a praiseworthy promptitude, in order to 
thwart and punish any such attempt. 

Two war-steamers were sent to search the coast, and were furnished with powers to 
require the active co-operation of all the shore authorities. The police were dispatched 
in all directions with strict orders to arrest all persons who might appear to have been 
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engaged either as authors, or as aiders or abettors, in the landing or purchase of 
Africans, and the President of the province was urged by the Minister of Justice to 
leave no stone unturned, which could lead to the discovery of the truth, and to dismiss 
summarily any Magistrates who might show want of zeal in the cause. The crew of the 
brig “Julia” were, moreover, arrested, as well as the consignee, it being naturall 
suspected that there might have been some connection between that vessel an 
the launch. 

Thus far the result has been that no disembarkation of Africans appears to have 
been attempted on this side of Cape Frio; that the Subdelegado of Itaipi has been 

’ dismissed for negligence, and that the confrontation of the crew of the ‘ Julia” with 
the men who landed from the launch produced no evidence of previous acquaintance or 
complicity. The pilot Passos is supposed to have been implicated in the murder of the 
Captain of a vessel on the Coast of Africa, and to have therefore had reasons for 
attempting to escape at all hazards. The fact of his having, in conjunction with his 
companion Bittencourt, endeavoured to sell the Africans, renders the two former liable 
to a criminal prosecution in this country. Their incarceration will accordingly be 
continued, and in the meantime further information will be received from Loanda with 
respect to them. The three Africans will probably be re-embarked for that port, 
should they desire to return there. They understand and speak tolerably the Portuguese 
language. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has kindly permitted me to peruse. the corre- 
spondence between the different Brazilian authorities relative to the incident in question, 
and it is from these that I have derived the greater portion of the above information. 
I am consequently in a position to state my conviction that the activity and deter- 
mination which the Government have shown in the affair entitle them to the highest 
praise: and although they are now inclined to believe that their fears were groundless, 
and that the story of the launch may in part be verified, yet the measures which they 
deemed it their duty to take need hardly be a matter of regret to them, inasmuch as 
those measures will doubtless have the effect of producing a salutary terror in the minds 
of any individuals who may still be watching hopefully for opportunities of reviving the 
Slave Trade upon these shores, and of proving to such persons that the laws of the 
Empire will be enforced with the utmost vigour and severity should they attempt to 
realize their odious and criminal speculations. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. STUART. 








No. 216. 


Mr. Stuart to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 7.) 
(No.12. Secret.) 


My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, October 31, 1859. 


BEING anxious to enable your Lordship to appreciate the sincerity of the Brazilian 
Government, both generally in regard to the suppression of the Slave Trade, and more 
particularly in regard to the suspicious occurrence which forms the subject of my pre- 
ceding despatch, I do myself the honour to inclose herewith a précis of the correspondence 
referred to in that despatch as having been lent to me for perusal by Senhor Sinimbu 
together with copies of the confidential letter by which the correspondence was accom- 
panied, and of my answer thereto. His Excellency has promised to favour me with the 
perusal of further documents upon the same subject as soon as he receives the same from 
the Minister of Justice, but these may not reach me in time to be reported upon to your 
Lordship by this mail. 

In case of an explanation being required respecting a patacho, or brigantine, called 
the “ Especulador,” which is mentioned in a letter (marked No. 6) from the President of 
the province of Rio de Janeiro to the Chief of Police, I should state that the patacho in 

uestion is under suspicion of being in waiting off the coast between Bahia and 
Sargine for the purpose of harbouring and assisting to land the cargo of Africans whose 
expected arrival had been denounced to the authorities, as I informed your Lordship 
in my despatch No. 9 of che 4th ultimo. 

The Government appear to have secret agents in the different ports of the Empire, 
who report any circumstances of a suspicious character in connection with Slave Trade 
aa and their Consul General at Angola keeps them informed. as far as possible, of 
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the names and destination of the ships which leave the African coast with slaves on 
board. 
Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 216. 
Précis of Correspondence between the Brazilian Authorities respecting the arrival of a launch 
upon the coast of Brazil, 


(No. 1.) From the President of the Province of Rio de Janeiro to the Minister of 
Justice, October 15, 1859.—Transmits Report from Chief of Police respecting seizure on 
preceding day, on the beach of Itaipa, of two white men and three Africans, who had 
disembarked from a launch which went to pieces shortly afterwards. Being unable to 
arrive at any conclusion as to the manner in which the above individuals reached that 
place, has ordered the Chief of Police to proceed to the most minute and severe investi- 
gation, in order to ascertain the true cause of such a disembarkation. Will lose no time 
in communicating the result to the Minister. 

(No. 2.) From the Chief of Police of the Province to the President, October 15, 
1859.—Heard at 1.30 p.m. yesterday, from the “Juiz de Paz” of Itaipti, that on the 
night of the 13th a small launch had reached a spot called Tacutiara, with five men, 
whereof two whites and three Africans apparently Bocals. Went immediately to Itaipd, 
distant 3$ leagues from the town, accompanied by an officer of the Secretaria, Matthias 
Moveira Barreiros, by the Lieutenant of Police, Antonio dos Santos Rocha, and five 
cavalry soldiers. Arrived at 6.30 p.m. Apprehended the three Africans and their two 
conductors, Manoel Caetano dos Passos, a Portuguese pilot and owner of the launch, and 
Manoel Momar de Bittencourt, a Brazilian, styling himself a mariner, Also seized three 
bags of clothes, a card-case containing some papers, and some nautical bouks. Verified 
from the testimony of the persons of the place who were present at the landing, and 
of the Africans, who speak Portuguese, as well as from their two conductors, that the 
latter formed the only crew of the launch, and that they only brought and landed three 
Africans. Intended to take measures for the seizure and salvage of the launch. but was 
informed by the “ Juiz de Paz” that it had been destroyed by the violence of the sca a 
few hours after the landing. Lodged the prisoners and the Africans in prison. 

Passos and his companion agree in asserting that, having left Loanda for Benguella, 
a violent tempest drove them out of their course, obliging them, on account of the bad 
state of the launch, which had no covering, to navigate at hazard until they were thrown 
after three days upon the beach at ItaipG, and that the Africans were hired for the 
voyage, being mariners, one of them a slave, and the other two free, engaged by “De 
Bittencourt.” The Africans, however, state that they were stolen, two from the public 
works at Loanda and the other from bis master, and were made seamen to the launch, 
without knowing their destination. 

Is continuing his investigations, &c.; the three Africans are minors, of eighteen 
years of age. 

(No. 3.) The Minister of Justice to the President of the Province, private, October 
15, 1859.—Has already made arrangements with the Minister of Marine, and orders 
will very shortly be sent for two steamers to be got ready to assist the researches of the 
police. The matter is a very grave one, and we would like to have a personal visit from 
the Chief of Police. It is scarcely necessary to urge the most energetic and prompt 
measures on all suspected points, in order that the contrabandists and their accomplices, 
including any who may have purchased any imported African, may be prosecuted. 

(No. 4.) The President of the Province to the Minister of Justice, confidential, 
October 16, 1859.—Nothing new respecting the landing at ItaipG. The depositions of 
the five individuals appear improbable and suspicious, relative to their having come from 
Loanda without knowing how, and the force of a single tempest could not have driven 
them from such a distance in so small and ill-provided a launch to these shores. Has 
informed the Chief of Police of his suspicions, &c. 

(No. 5.) The President of the Province to the Minister of Justice, Octcber 16, 
1859.—-Sends copy of postana addressed to Chief of Police, ordering to certify afresh the 
circumstance of the landing at Itaipa. 
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(No. 6.) From the same to the Chief of Police of the Province, private, October 15, 
1859.--Acknowledges receipt of his report, but is unable to find in it sufficient data 
whereon to form a judgment. Develops the necessity, in a matter of such importance, 
of collecting all possible information, in order to verify if the individuals captured are 
Slave Trade emissaries, who, in landing at that place, have for object to divert the atten- 
tion of the authorities from other points where a disembarkation of Africans may be in 
reality intended or may have already taken place, or if they are the crew of some bark 
who, after committing a crime on board, have made this attempt to escape punishment. 
To reiterate to the authorities on the coast the injunction to be vigilant in the repression 
of any attempt to import Africans, and to arrest the authors and accomplices in such 
cases. 

Gives as reasons for disbelieving the story of the launch:—Ist, the improbability 
of an cpen launch being impelled for 33 days without sinking, with five men on board, 
and of the latter remaining safe for so long, exposed to the tempest and without proper 
means of sustenance; 2nd, supposing the fact possible, such hazardous voyages are not 
undertaken except with the prospect of extraordinary gains; 3rd, because the papers of 
the five men not having been examined, nothing can be known as to whence they sailed, 
nor whither they were going ; 4th, the dimensions, &c., of the launch should be ascer- 
tained, in order to estimate the possibility of the facts stated, it being unreasonable to 
suppose that the provisions, &c., with which they would start in so small an open boat for 
Benguella would suffice to support them as far as Brazil; 5th, might it be possible that 
the launch lelonged to the brig “ Julia,” arrived on the 12th from Angola, or that it was 
the patacho “ Especulador” waiting along the coast to receive the Africans expected 
in Bahia, without, however, overlooking the coincidence of the almost simultaneous 
arrival of the ‘‘ Julia,” nor that of the disembarkation of the others having been possibly 
prevented by the cruizers on the watch for them, nor yet the circumstance of persons of 
the place having been present at the disembarkation at night, whose names should be 
known in order that they may be examined. 

(No. 7.) Minister of Justice to President of the Province, private, October 16.— 
Acknowledges previous communications. There can be no doubt that the story of the 
two shipwrecked white men is a pure invention, and the authorities must not on any 
account deviate from their researches, since, without doubt, a disembarkation of Africans 
has either taken place or is about to be effected. On this point the Imperial Govern- 
ment agrees entirely with the President. 

To desire the Chief of Police not to lose sight of the following points :— 

1. Could an open launch, under the circumstances described, cross the ocean ? 

2. Does the physical condition of the five men denote the privations they must 
necessarily have undergone ? 

3. Is the beach where they landed such that a bark which brought them so far 
could be so easily dashed to pieces ? 

4. May not the Juiz de Paz and the person who witnessed the landing be accom- 
plices? May they not have been bribed ? 

5. Were the pilot, Manoel Caetano, and the other white man, ever on board a slave 
ship? 

6. May this alleged shipwreck not have some connection with the denunciations 
which have, at various times, been made to this Presidency ? 

Fresh investigations on the spot will be necessary. ‘Ihe precedents of the Juiz de 
Paz, and of the persons who detained the Chief of Police from going on to thé place, 
should be inquired into. 

The prisoners should be kept separate, and information may be gained by carefully 
examining the blacks, who are the victims of the crime, and who should be convinced 
that they are free from threats and danger, and that they will, on the contrary, receive 
assistance and protection from the authorities. 

To be assured that the Government attaches the greatest importance to the matter, 
and that they will avoid no sacrifice, in order either to bring the guilty to punishment, 
or to obtain proofs that no crime of importing Africans has been in view. A steamer 
is ready, as well as troops, for disembarkation; likewise cavalry, in case of necessity. 
Will await fresh information before moving this force. 

It is necessary to proceed with all vigour, regardless of persons or places. In case 
of there having been a disembarkation of Africans, they will, probably, have been 
conveyed to the agricultural districts in the interior. The police must, in that case, 
redouble their efforts, and rouse the zeal of the authorities in the interior, so that the 
importers and purchasers may be arrested, as well as all who may have in any way aided 
or abetted. 

U2 


148 BRAZIL. 


The authorities who show any negligence must be immediately dismissed, without 
prejudice to ulterior proceedings against them. 

To communicate immediately any views respecting the Traffie in Slaves, however 
important it may appear. 

(No. 8). Minister of Justice to Minister of Marine, confidential, October 16.— 
It is desirable to send a steamer at once to cruize off Campos or Wabanoana. The 
Commander of the steamer to approach the ports of Cape ‘I'rio, Macabé, Sas Joaé da 
Barra, and Itabapoana, and to procure information from the authorities and persons én 
shore respecting any incidents which may relate to a disembarkation of Africans. The 
same Commander to ascertain if any suspicious ship has been seen on the coast lately, or 
communicated with the shore. This to be done as speedily as possible, and the steamer 
then to return in case of being required elsewhere. 

The Commander to deliver to the police authorities despatches inclosed. . 

(No. 9.) Minister of Justice to Commander of the “ Magé,” war-steamer, October 
16.—Authorizes him to disembark on any point of the coast, to require every assistance 
from all the authorities. ‘To take every possible measure to discover if any landing of 
Africans has taken place or is intended. To take possession of such Africans, and to 
capture the importers and all their accomplices. 

(No. 10.) Minister of Justice to President of the Province, October 16.—Informs 
him of the orders given to the Commander of the steamer, &c. 

(No. 11.) The same to the Chief of Police of Rio de Janeiro, October 16.— 
Informs him of the circumstances of the landing of the launch at Itaipi. Desires him 
to use the means at his disposal to verify the suspicions of the Government as to the 
criminal speculation in slaves having connection with parties in the capital, especially to 
institute rigorous investigations on board the brig ‘Julia,’ and in the house of its 
consignee. 

(No. 12.) From President of the Province to Minister of Justice, most confidential, 
October 16.—Asks if it will be possible to send on board the steamer his officers, with 
special recommendation to the police authorities at the various ports to be visited, 
desiring them to use all vigour in the apprehension of importers or purchasers of 
Africans. 

Has sent for the Subdelegado and Juiz de Paz of Itaipt, to question them, the 
information of the Chief of Police being very incomplete and contradictory. 

(No. 13.) From Minister of Justice to President of the Province, private, 
October 16.—Answers that the officers may be taken on board the steamer if it has not 
yet started. 

Orders, &c., should be at once sent to the more accessible districts in the interior, 
in the event of a landing having apparently been effected. The Juiz de Paz and the 
Inspector do Quarteirao’s proceedings give rise to suspicions of their connivance. It is 
well to distrust men who were formerly mixed up in any way in the abominable Traffic. 
The Chief of Police says that some Brazilian paper money was found amongst the papers 
of the supposed shipwrecked individuals. They could not have brought it from the 
‘coast, travelling from Bengnella to Loanda, and vice versd. The Juiz de Paz will perhaps 
explain this better. Waits with anxiety the result. 

(No. 14.) From the President to the Minister, October 16.—Sends the orders for 
the police authorities ; to-morrow will send those for the interior. ‘The Subdelegado of 
Itaipa has not chosen tocoe. The Juiz de Paz has been, and will go in person to the 
Minister. The two white men had a Brazilian note of 5,000 dollars, and another of 
2,000 dollars, also some silver and Portuguese and English gold. Onc of them hada — 
good many clothes, ironed shirts, shoes, &c. It might be perhaps advisable to detain 
the Juiz de Paz, and to send him ina small steamer to search the Marica Islands, to 
see if any Africans are there. Those islands are an excellent shelter; on one of them 
was established the cholera hospital. There is an abandoned building there. The 
launch may have chosen Itaipd as the nearest point where they could communicate 
with people on shore to facilitate the introduction of Africans. May be wrong in his 
suspicions, but it would be well to send the steamer there at once, before there can be 
time to transfer any Africans to terra firma. Another advantage of taking the Juiz de 
Paz in the steamer will be that, in the event of his dishonesty, he will not have time to 
warn the inhabitants of Itaipé, whither two officers and two privates of Permanentes 
are now being sent to watch the proceedings of the natives. The steamer could, after 
searching the Marica Islands, send the Juiz de Paz back in a boat to Itaipé. 

(No. 15.) From the same to the same, confidential, October 16.—Attaches much 
importance to searching the Marica Islands. The Juiz de Paz is prepared to start 
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thither in a steamer. Should the search lead to nothing, will, at any rate, not have to 
reproach himself with having left a chance untried. 

The beach of Itaipi and the neighbourhood are being closely watched, and will 
continue to be so. 

The Juiz de Paz approves the idea of searching the island. Does not know if he is 
sincere. The land in front of the island is closely guarded by confidential officers, with 
instructions to make secret investigations even with meen to the Subdelegado, who 
lived and got rich upon the Traffic, and is now reprehensibly remiss in the performance of 
his duties, so much so that he will shortly dismiss him. 

(No. 16.) Minister of Justice to Minister of Marine, October 16.—Begs that a 
steamer may be at once sent to search the Marica Islands. 

(No. 17.) Chief of Police (City) to Minister of Justice, October 17.—Had imme- 
diately sent a Delegado of Police on board the Portuguese brig “ Julia,” accompanied by 
twelve men, with orders to seize all the crew, with the papers and books on board, and 
went himself to search the office of the Consignee. The Delegado slept on board, in 
order to proceed with the search in the morning. The ship being provided with a guard 
to watch her. Was unable to effect, as yet, the search at the Consignee’s, who is 
Bernardo José Luiz de 84, a merchant of high standing, because the business room was 
shut and the owner absent at St. Domingo, but placed seals on the entrance door, &e., 
and desired that the room might not be opened until he appeared to-morrow morning. 
Has written to D. Madurcera to examine the Consignee, and is going to arrest him. 
Will report the result, as well as that of the examination of the crew. 

Manoel Alphonso da Silva Lima (Captain of the “Julia”) has not yet been captured, 
but measures are taken to prevent his escape. 

(No. 18.) From Minister of Marine to Minister of Justice, October 17.—The 
steamer “Don Pedro” is just starting to search the Marica Islands. Does not know 
whether the Juiz de Paz made his appearance or not. The steamer will go at any 
rate. ‘ 

(No. 19.) From Minister of Justice to Commander of steamer sent to Marica 
Islands, October 17.—To take on board the bearer and to land him at Itaipi in returning, 
if not inconvenient. 

Suspecting that the five individuals taken at ItaipG may have been on the Marica 
Islands ; those islands are to be searched, and any Africans who may be found are to be 
arrested, as well as the persons who may be found with them. 

If no Africans are found, to examine if there are any traces of the five individuals 
having been concealed on the island. 

Gives him the same powers as those given to the Commander of the “ Magé.” 

(No. 20.) From Minister of Justice to President of the Province, October 17.—Has 
seen the Juiz de Paz, of Itaipd, who states that the launch had been seen for three or 
four days off the beach of Itaipi; that those on board asked some fishermen to take them 
on shore, but could not agree about the price; that they then appeared to be going to 
disembark at Itaipti, but did not, owing to there being so many persons upon the beach. 
They, therefore, retired to disembark at Itacatiaré, where they were received by the 
Inspector de Quarteirio, who, in order to inspire them with more confidence, concealed 
them in a shed near his house. There they entered into relations with the Professor 
Francisco José Datra; offered to give him one of the blacks, and entrusted to him the 
sale uf the other two, 

These points are most important, and the most minute investigation should be 
entered into with respect to them. Orders in this sense to be sent to the Chief of Police 
of the province, who was desired, verbally, yesterday, to return to Itaipa. 

(No. 21.) From the same to the same, October 17.—Informs him that the war 
steamer ‘‘Magé” sailed yesterday to cruize as far as Itabapoana, &c. Another steamer 
has already been ordered to search the Marica Islands and to take on board the Juiz 
de Paz. 

(No. 22.) From the President to the Minister, October 17.—Incloses report from 
Delegado of Police, informing him of the residence of Bernardo José Luiz de Sé, 
Consignee of the brig “Julia.” As there would seem to be some connection between 
the arrival of the brig and that of the launch, advises that the Chief of Police of the 
Capital should detain the said Consignee in custody as a preventive measure. 

(No. 23.) From Delegado of Police at Nitherohy to President of the Province, 
October 1'77.—Describes the: abode of the Consignee of the “ Julia.” 

(No. 24.) From the Minister of Justice to the President of the Province, October 17. 
—States that the: Chief of Police of the Capital has already searched the papers of the 
Consignee, and that it is evident from the examination of the Consignee and his 
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Clerks, that, even if the “Julia” did import Africans, the firm had no knowledge of 
the fact. 

Adds, that the Captain and crew of the brig are under detention, and going to be 
interrogated. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 216. 


Senhor Sinimbu to Mr. Stuart. 
(Translation.) 


Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, October 21, 1859. 


IN conformity with the promise made by me to your Excellency during the 
conference we held yesterday, I transmit to you copy of all the steps taken by the 
Minister of Justice, the President of the Province of Rio de Janeiro, and the Chiefs of 
Police of that province and of this capital, with respect to the fact of the arrival of a 

innace, which, on the night of the 13th instant, put into the Bay of Itacotiara, three 
eagues and a half to the north of Nictheroy, manned by two white men and three 
- Africans under eighteen years of age, all of whom speak the Portuguese language, and 
who state that, whilst sailing from Loanda to Benguella, they were impelled by a storm 
into the high sea, and to come to that shore. 

From that correspondence your Excellency will observe that the white men as well 
as the Africans are imprisoned, and subjected to the most rigorous inquiries on the 
suspicion that this fact, although extraordinary, is connected with the Slave Trade. 

By reason of the arrival of that pinnace, the Portuguese brig “ Julia,” which arrived 
from the Coast of Africa on the 12th instant laden with wax and various other articles, 
has been submitted to examination by the police, on suspicion of her being connected 
with some such negotiation, but hitherto no proofs have resulted from this proceeding to 
authorize any supposition of connivance between that brig and the pinnace. 

What results from the investigations of the police, I will communicate to your 
Excellency, but in the meanwhile, should your Excellency desire to keep or to possess any 
portion of the correspoudence, which I forward confidentially, and which I pray you to 
return to me after perusing it, pray have the kindness to inform me of the same in order 
that I may cause your wish to be complied with. 

I avail, &e. 
(Signed) J. L. V. C. DE SINIMBU. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 216. 
Mr. Stuart to Senhor Sinimbu. 


M. le Ministre, British Legation, October 25, 1859. 

I DO myself the honour to return to your Excellency herewith the several 
documents, which you had the kindness to inclose to me confidentially for perusal in your 
letter of the 21st instant relative to the landing on the breach at Itacotiara, during the 
night of the 13th instant, of an open launch containing two white men and three 
Africans, who had represented to the authorities that they were driven to this coast by a 
tempest, when on their way from Loanda to Benguella, and that they had been for 
thirty three days out at sea. 

Whilst fearing, in common with the Imperial Government, that the landing in 
question, which the parties criminated have sought to account for by so improbable a 
story, may have connection with an intended, if not with an already effected, 
disembarkation of Africans upon some other point of the coast, it has atforded me much 
gratification to find that the Minister of Justice has lost no time in taking energetic 
measures as creditable to his humanity as to his intelligence, with a view to arrive at 
the exact truth respecting so grave a matter. 

I trust that the praiseworthy energy and determination thus evinced by his 
Excellency and by the Imperial Government may equally animate the subordinate agents, 
upon whose zeal and activity the solution of the present mystery must in a great measure 
depend : and I shall anxiously await the result of the further investigations which are being . 
made into the matter, seeing that it is intended to leave no stone unturned to discover 
and bring to punishment both the authors and the abettors of this nefarious attempt to 
to revive the Slave Trade, if such it should turn out to be. 


BRAZIL. 151 


Begging your Excellency to accept my best thanks for the communication of these 
interesting papers, as well as for any further ones with which you may be pleased to 


favour me, I avail, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 





No. 217. 


Mr. Stuart to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 7.) 
(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, November 1, 1859. 

I UNDERSTAND that the Portuguese Minister has addressed a note to Senhor 
Sinimbu, complaining of the manner in which the police authorities conducted themselves 
on the occassion of the arrest of the crew and of the Consignee of the brig “Julia,” to 
which allusion is made in my despatch No. 11 under yesterday’s date. 

It appears that the Captain and the whole of the crew were seized and taken on 
shore, where they were kept in confinement for two days, without any timely notice of 
the occurrence having been sent to the Portuguese Consulate or to the Customs 
authorities, and that during that period, the brig was exclusively abandoned to the 
protection of a police guard. In the same manner, the papers of the Consignee, who is 
a Portuguese merchant of high respectability, were seized, and his house otherwise 
searched, before the Portuguese Consul was given an opportunity of being present. 

Senhor Sinimbu tells me that Count Thomar’s complaint is confined to the question 
of the above informalities, without in any way questioning the right of the Brazilian 
authorities to make the arrests and seizure, if found requisite for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether the “Julia” was implicated with the launch which reached Itaipa the 
day after the arrival of the former at Rio de Janeiro, in an attempt to carry on the Slave 
Trade. His Excellency regrets that these informalities occurred, and he attributes them 
to inadvertance on the part of the police authorities, consequent on the haste with which 
they were endeavouring to carry out the orders of the Minister of Justice. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. STUART. 
a. 
No. 218. 

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Stuart. 
(No. 8.) : 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 8, 1859. 





No. 219. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Christie. 
(No. 1. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 7, 1860. 
WITH reference to Mr. Stuart’s saath No. 14 of the 3rd ultimo, relative to a 
communication made to him by the Brazilian Government in regard to steps taken in 
the matter of a launch which arrived at ItaipG, and which was suspected of being 
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concerned in slave-trading, I have to instruct you to express to the Brazilian 

Government the thanks Her Majesty's Government for the eommunication in 
uestion, and their satisfaction at the evidence thus given of the desire of the Brazilian 
overnment to put down the Slave Trade. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 220. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Christie. 
(No, 5.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 7, 1860. 


I 
No. 221. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Christie. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 7, 1860. 





No. 222. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Christie. 


Bir, Foreign Office, February 11, 1860. 

IT is my painful duty to call your attention to the increased and increasing 
Lay oar of the Slave Trade carried on between the West and East Coast of Africa 
and Cuba. 


It appears -that the number of negroes introduced into Cuba last Pd was, 
according to actual information, 22,000, andaccording to estimate, 30,000. It appears, 
further, that United States’ capital has been more and more employed in this Traffic. 

It is ascertained, by repeated instances, that the practice is for vessels to sail under 
the American flag. If the flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British 
cruizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though the equipment, tthe 
fittings, the water-casks, and other circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave 
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Trade venture, no American cruizer can touch them. The Master, indeed, often taunts 
the Captain of a British cruizer with his impunity from capture. 

From the East Coast of Africa a most profitable Slave Trade is carried on almost 
without interruption. It is such, that a cargo of 1,000 slaves was lately embarked on 
board a single vessel, but the Captain finding he had not provisions and water for so 
many, deliberately threw overbeard 400 :of those unhappy beings, when he had got out 
to sea. f. watrd aN vha .¢ o 

.. The Governments of France, the United States, Portugal, and Brazil, have 
ns gai with the. Government of Great Britain, with a view: to'put an end to this 
raffic. 

The Government of Spain alone have persisted in screening and favouring this 
Trade. The corruption of Spanish official persons in the Island of Cuba is notorious ; 
the price of connivance is publicly known, and many of these persons have returned to 
Spain, enriched by the gold they have amassed as the price of African blood. 

The engagements made by Spain with the British Government, form part of the 
public law of Europe. 

In 1817, Spain concluded a Treaty with this country for the abolition of the 
Traffic in Slaves north of the Equator, and in accordance with the stipulations of that 
Treaty, the British Government paid to that of Spain the sum of 400,000/., to 
compensate Spanish subjects for losses which they might suffer as a necessary 
consequence of the abolition of the said Traffic. 

In 1835, a further Treaty was concluded by the Spanish Government with the 
Government of this country, by which Spain declared the Slave Trade to be totally and 
finally abolished in all parts of the world. 

Great Britain might enforce by her own means the observance of these Treaties ; 
but humanity recoils at a war undertaken to impose humanity by force and bloodshed. 
Every expedient ought to be tried before an appeal to this last part is made. 

Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, propose that the Ambassadors and Ministers 
of the Courts of France, the United States, Spain, Portugal and Brazil, should be 
instructed to mect in London in the month of May or June of the present year, to 
consider what measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade, and 
finally provide for its total abolition. 

Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared to lay before such a Conference 
their views on this important but distressing subject. 





Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No, 223. 
- Mr. Christie to Lord J. Russell—(Received March 5.) 
(No 1.) 
My Lord, : Rio de Janeiro, January 30, 1860. 


WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch addressed to Mr. Stuart, No. 4 of 
the 8th of November last, [ have informed Senhor Sinimbu of the satisfaction with which 
Her Majesty’s Government had received Mr. Stuart’s report of the measures taken by 
the Brazilian Government to prevent an expected landing of slaves about the end of 
September last. His Excellency was gratified by the communication, and stated. that 
he and his colleagues desired, above all things, that Her Majesty’s Government should 
understand that the Brazilian Government was in earnest, and its determination fixed 
and unchangeable against the Slave Trade, and that the revival of this Traffic in Brazil 
was impossible. He referred to his recent unreserved communication to Mr. Stuart. 
of all the documents relative to the landing of a launch with three negroes on board, 
at {taipa, which was reported by Mr. Stuart, in his despatches No. 11 to 14 inclusive. 
I told his Excellency that Mr. Stuart had fully appreciated the frankness of his conduct 
on that occasion, and had not failed to report to your Lordship all the proceedings of 
the Brazilian Government in reference to that incident. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 
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No. 225, 
Consul Morgan to the ‘Earl of Malmesbury. —-(Received May 6.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Bahia, April.8, 1859. 


I HAVE the Lisson to transmit herewith Lists No. 1 and 2 of the trade of this 
port with the Coast of Africa, for Wi vwhiols quarter e : ae last. 
ve, &c 
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 225. 


List of Vxssexs which have entered the Port of Bahia from the Coast of Africa, during the Quarter ending 
March 381, 1859. 





British Consulate, Bahia, March 31, 1859. 
(Signed) JOHN. MORGAN, Jun., Consul: 





Inclosure 2 i in No. 225. 


Lrsr of Vesszr8 which have sailed from.the Port of Bahiafor the Coast of Atriea, during the Quarter - ending 
March 31, 1859. 


teh h r P jt! ! % & ’ 
British Consulate, Bahia, March 31/1859.) © 


y .9V BU i 
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No. 226. 


No. 2.) Consul Morgan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 2. ‘ 
My Lord, Bahia, June 30, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith Lists No. 1 and 2 of the trade of this 
port with the Coast of Africa for the whole quarter eae day. ° 
I have, &c. ; 


we yi av) Signed {JOHN MORGAN, Jun. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 226. 


List of Vessrts which have entered the Port of Bahia from the Coast of Africa, during the Quarter ending 
June 30, 1859. 
































24| Ditto .-| Brigantine) St. Catharina..| 182 





Thomas V. Car- -| Oil, &e. .. 
valho 


F, W. Ridder..|Kerdyk and| Gin and | Ambriz 
Pincoffs jempty casks 





Ditto 












1 Sylphide Unknown | Ballast .. 

2 | Garrett ++] 208 Costodia G. de} Ditto ..| Oil -+| Lagos | 84 
8 -| Barque ..| Marie Celine.. -]| Ditto ..| Ballast .. .| 87 

4] ,, 28|Hamburguese] Schooner | Isabel -| 96 Ditto ..| Ditto ..| Lagos 29 

5 | May 9/|Portuguese..| Yacht ..| Emilia ++] 80 Ditto ..| Ditto .. 

6 

7 





June 22 | Dutch -.| Schooner | Angola .-| 56 


British Consulate, Bahia, June 30, 1859. 


(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun., Consul. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 226. 


List of: Vessrus which have sailed from the Port of Bahia for the Coast of Africa, during the Quarter ending 
June 30, 1859. 














































Date of 
No.| sailing. Nation. g ‘3 Master. Owner. Dargo. bound. 
1859. ; 
1 | Apr. 6 | Portuguese..| Brigantine) Dous Irmaos..| 155) 11 | Antonio P. da Costa) Unknown} Rum and |Coastof Africa 
tobacco 
2| ,, 14|Ditto _..| Barque ..| Novo Elisio ..| 409] 16 |J.CedeS. Guerreiro! Ditto ..| Ditto ..| Ditto 
3 | May 9 | Ditto Cutter ..| Paquete do 72|. 7 | Antonio A. 8. Cor-| Ditto ..| Tobacco ..| Ditto 
Porto Novo riea 
4{ ,, 9 |Hamburguese} Schooner | Sylphide 155| 7 | Antonio Toelstaadt | Ditto ..| Ditto ..| Ditto 
5| ,, 25) Ditto ..| Ditto ..| Isabel 96| 8 | Antonio Torres ..| Ditto ..| Do. & sugar, Dito 
6 | June 15 | Sardinian ..| Polacca..| Progresso 240) 11 | G. Figari .. Ditto ..| Rumand | Ditto 
to 
7 . | Maria Celine..| 328] 14 | Alfred Guiod .| Ditto ..| Ditto Ditto 








“British Consulate, Bahia, June 30, 1859. 








(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun., Consul. 
No. 227. : 
Consul Morgan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 38.) . 
My Lord, Bahia, June 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the accompanying List 
of prices of slaves during the six months ended this day, and in which no alteration has 
taken place in the value of such slaves 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun. 
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“Tnelogure in No. 297. 


‘Return of the Prices of Slaves within the district of the: Consulate of Bahia at the respective ‘tines ~ 
. undermentioned. 











For the half-year ending June 30, 1859: " 


Caneney, a . F Sterling. . 





af Rebs wall : he Rete Ve le a. we aT: 
African Maldé':'! .. |’ 1{500¢ to 1,8009'| 175 0 Oto 210 0° 0}' is iia 

» Females --|1,200g 1,500 | 130 0 0 175 0 0 No alteration | in the last six months. 
Creole Males .. ..| 1,600 1,800 | 18318 4 210 0 0 

» With profession «| 2,200¢ 2,800 | 24613 6 $1613 6 

” es 


“"] Ta008 Hoobs | Tes 68 175 0 0 


| 





British Consulate, Bahia, 30th June, 1859. 








(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun., Consul. 
No. 228, 
Consul Morgan to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 5.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Bahia, September 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith Lists Nos. 1 and 2 of the trade of this 
port with the Coast of Africa, for the quarter ending this day. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun. 
No. 229. 
Consul Morgan to Lord J. Russell.—(!?eceived February 6, 1860.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Bahia, December 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the accompanying 
Lists Nos. 1 and 2 of the trade between this port and the Coast of Africa, during the 
quarter ending this day. 

I have, &ce. 
— (Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 229. 


List of Vessx1s which have sailed from the Port of Bahia for the Coast of Africa, daring the Quarter ending 
December 31, 1859. 








Date of 
No.! gailin 5. Nation. 








1859. 
1 | Nov. 14] Portuguese. . 
2 | Dec. 21] Ditto 


British Consulate, Bahia, December 31, 1859. 


(Signed) JOIIN MORGAN, Jun., Consul 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 229. 


Lier of Vesseis which have entered the Port of Bahia from the Coast of Africa, during the Quarter ending 
December 31, 1859. 





(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun., Consul. 


British Consulate, Bahia, December 31, 1859. 





No. 230. 


Consul Morgan to Lord J. Russell.—( Received February 6, 1860.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, i Bahia, December 31, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the half-yearly Return of the prices of 
slaves in this city. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun. 





Inclosure in No. 230. 


Return of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Bahia, at the respective times under- 
mentioned. 






For the half-year ending June 30, 1859. For the half-year ending December 31, 1859. 

















Description. 

Currency. Sterling. Currency. 
Reis. Reis. | £ 2. d. £ s. d.| Reis Reis. | £ « dad. £ «. ad. 
African Males 1,5009 to 11,8008 | 175 0 0 to 210 0 0 1,500% 156 5 0 
» Fem 1,200 1500%,/ 130 0 0 175 0 0 1,2009 a 125 0 0 
Creole Males -»| 1,600¢ 1,8008 | 186 13 4 210 0 0 1,200¢ . 12 0 0 
» with profession | 2,2009 2,800 | 24613 6 31613 6 és 2,0008 rl 208 6 8 
» Females... 1,400¢ 1,500f | 163 6 8 175 O O | 8009000 1,000¢| 83 6 8tol04 3 4 





British Consulate, Bahia, December 31, 1859. 
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun., Consul. 


N.B.—A very considerable decline has taken place in the prices of slaves, owing to the monetary crisis at present existing in this 
city, caused by the drought and almost complete failure of our sugar crops this year. 
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BRAZIL. (Consular)—St. Catherine's. 


No. 280.* 


Consul Callander to Lord J. Russell.—( Received March 5.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, 


St. Catherine’s, January 28, 1860. 


I HAVE the satisfaction to report that no case of foreign slave-trading has occurred 
The want of slave-labour is much felt, and is 


within this province during the past year. 
not sufficiently met by colonization. 


The number of slaves who have been exported during the last eight years from the 
capital and neighbourhood will be seen from the following table :— 


Years. 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 

» 1859 


. 


Total 


Number of Slaves 


1,071 


Slaves have also been exported from other parts of the province. 
The following table shows the number of colonists who have arrived during the last 


four years :— 


Years. 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 


Total 


Number of Colonists 
arrived. 
854 
534 
1,046 
376 


2,810 


These colonists come for the various settlements in the province, and not as seeking 
employment as labourers ; therefore, the want of hands continues unsupplied. 

I consider the slave population of this province as almost stationary at present, the 
excess of births over deaths being balanced by exportation. 

In 1858 the population of the province, not including the Indians, was estimated at 
127,786, in the following proportions :— 


: 





Male. 

Bresilinns 49,118 
Foreigners 4,406 
Slaves 10,789 
Total 64,318 











Female, Total. 
53,093 102,211 
2,038 6,444 
8,342 19,131 
| 63,473 127,786 





The prices of slaves vary from 100/. to 200/., according to age and capabilities, and 
there is a tax of about 10/. on each slave exported. 





(Signed) 


I have, &e. 
RANDAL CALLANDER. 





( 160 ) } 


{S 


BRAZIL. (Consular)—Para. 


No. 231. 


Consul Vredenburg to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 1.) ; ; ; 
My Lord, Pard, May 16, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 4 of the 15th of October last, I’ have the 
honour to acquaint your Lordship that the verdict of acquittal, given by the jury in the 
case of Maria Magdalena Pio Martins, who was tried for the murder of one of her slaves, 
has been confirmed by the Court of Appeal. 








I have, &e. 
(Signed) WATSON VREDENBURG. 
No. 232. 4 
Consul Vredenburg to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 1.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Pard, June 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit a Return of the prices of slaves within this district 
during the last half-year. 

There has taken place an augmentation since my last Return, and slaves, never very 
numerous in this province, are becoming daily more scarce, 

The African Slave Trade has long ceased in this portion of the Empire, and I do not 
anticipate any probability of its revival. 


_ LT have, &e. : 
(Signed) WATSON VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 232. 


Return of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Para, during the Half-year ending 


the 30th June, 1859. a 









Description. Currency. 





















Ee Reis. 
1,200$ to 1,500 
1,500g to 2,000¢ 
900g to 1,200¢ 
400% to 5008 


Males .. as 

Ditto, with trades 
Females ee - 
Children, from 2 to7.. 


There has been a per- 
ceptible increase in 
the prices of slaves 
since the last return. 





British Consulate, Pard, June 30, 1859. 


. WATSON VREDENBURG, Consul. 


a 
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No. 233. 


Consul Vredenburg to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 6, 1860.) 
(No. 3.) 


My Lord, Pard, December 31, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit « Return of the prices of slaves within this district 
during the half-year ending to-day. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WATSON VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 238. 


Return of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Para, within the Halfycar ending 
81st of December, 1859. 






Description. Currency. Remarks. 


Sterling. 





















Reis. Reis. 
1,200% to 1,500g 
1,500% to 2.000% 
900g to 1,200¢ 
400g 500% 


£ s. ad. £ 
125 0 Oto 156 
156 5 0 to 208 
98 15 0 to 125 
41 11 4 to 582 


Males .. a0 

Ditto, with trades 
Females oe wd 
Children, from 2to7.. 


The prive of slaves has 
not varied since the 
Aate of my last Re- 
turn. 







—Cane 
azoeocnr 





British Consulate, Pard, December 31, 1859. 


WATSON VREDENBURG, Consul. 


Crass B, Y 
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BRAZIL. (Consular)—Pernambuco. 





No. 234. 


Consul Cowper to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 6.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Pernambuco, April 6, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that there has been no renewal of 
the African Slave Trade within the limits of this Consulate during the past quarter. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER. 
No, 235. 
" Consul Cowper to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Pernambuco, July 13, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return of the average prices 
of slaves within the district of this Consulate, for the half-year ended the 30th of June 
last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER. 





Inclosure in No. 235. 


Retuen of the Average Prices of Slaves within the District of the Province of Pernambuco, for the Half-year 
ended June 30, 1859. 





Description. Currency. Sterling. 
Reis. Reis. £ s. £ os 
African Males o «-| 1,500g000 to 1,600g000 157 16 to 168 
» Females .. «| 1,000g000 1,5003000 105 4 157 1 
Creole Males x --| 1,800g000 2,0003000 189 7 


» Females aC --| 1,600g000 1,800g000 168 6 
» Males with trade «-| 1,600g000 1,600g000 157 16 
Infants from birth to 5 years... 800g000 1,000g000 84 3 
Children from 5 to 14 years ..| 1,000g000 1,200g000 105 4 


DROwManwasR 

™ bo 

o~_ 

oo 
ARAIWOAS? 
SCHBARwWOR 





Exchange, 25d. per milrei. 


British Consulate, Pernambuco, June 30, 1859. 
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consul. 
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No. 286. 
(No. 4: Consul Cowper to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received August 4.) 
0. 4, 


My Lord, Pernambuco, July 18, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that there has been no renewal of 
the African Slave Traffic within the limits of this Consulate during the quarter ended 
the 30th June last. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER. 





No. 237. 


™ Consul Cowper to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 5.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Pernambuco, October 14, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that there has been no renewal of 
the African Slave Trade within the limits of this Consulate during the past quarter. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) H, AUGUSTUS COWPER. 
No. 238. 
Consul Cowper to Lord J. Russell.( Received March 5.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Pernambuco, February 1, 1860. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return of the average prices 
of slaves in this Province for the half-year ony the 31st December, 1859. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER. 





Inclosure in No. 238. 


Return of the Average Prices of Slaves within the District of the Province of Pernambuco, for the Half-year 
ended December 31, 1859. 











Description. Currency Sterling. 

Reis. Reis. £ ». @. ef es @ 

African Males ae ..| 1,500$000 to 1,600g000 157 16 83 to 168 6 8 
» Females .. ..| 1,000¢000 1,500¢000 105 4 2 157 16 38 
Creole Males si ..| 1,800g000 ; 2,000g000 189 7 6 210 8 4 
» Females ‘é ..| 1,600g000 1,800g000 168 6 8 189 7 6 

» Males with trade -«{ 1,900$000 2,200g000 197 18 4 229 3 4 
Infants under 5 years “4 5003000 1,000g000 62 1 8 104 3 4 
Children from 5 to 14 years .. 500g000 1,400g000 562 1 8 145 16 8 

Exchange, 25d, per milrei. 
British Consulate, Pernambuco, December 31, 1859. 
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consui. 
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BRAZIL. (Consular )}—Rto Grande do Sul. 


No. 239: 


7 Consul Vereker to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received September 2.) 
(No. 2.) “ 
My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of slaves in this 
province during the six-monthly period ended this day. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER. 





Inclosure in No. 239. 


Return showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande do Sul, during the Six Months 
ending 30th June, 1859, compared with the Prices in the preceding Half-year. 


a A Ae RA ES A A pe A A NN 


Average Prices in Six-Monthly Periods to TiGheenns bx Prien in lest 














Six Monihs. 
Classes of Slaves. December 31, 1858. June 30, 1869. Increase. | Decrease. 
Currency. Sterling. Currency. Sterling. Sterling. | Sterling. 
Agricultural. Reis. & we a& Reis. £ 8s. d. £ad. | £84 
Males .. oe .-| 1,2508000 1385 8 4 1,250g000 135 8 4 | 
Femaies ws ..{ 1,100g00u 119 S$ 4 1,150g000 124 11 8 5 8 4 | 
Domestic. 
Males .. ar --| 1,4003000 151 18 4 1,4004000 151 13 4 
Females as --| 1,2503000 185 8 4 1,2503000 135 8 4 
Mining ..| None. 
Newly Imported --| None. 
eee 
Exchange at 26d. per milrei. 
British Consulate, Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1859. 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consué. 
No. 240. 
Consul Vereker to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received November 5.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, . Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to report that during the twelve-monthly period ended this day 
no information has reached this Consulate of any landing of African negroes upon the 
coasts of the provinces comprised in this Consular district, nor does there appear any 
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reason to believe that a renewal of the Slave Trade in this district has been in 
contemplation. , 

No perceptible change has occurred in the state of slavery, nor other events in 
reference thereto deserving special mention, and it may be remarked that the observation 
with which I concluded my report of the 30th June, 1857, retain full application to the 
circumstances of the present time. 

The Provincial Assembly of this province has shown a wise desire to diminish the 
number of slaves so as to encourage the large emigration which is being directed towards 
this district, and has accordingly voteda law* to impose a tax of 200 milreis (£20) on 
each slave imported; it is however to be regretted that the Central Government at Rio 
de Janeiro have interposed their authority, refusing to sanction this useful measure, on 
the grounds, as I am informed, that the imposition of such a tax (which practically would 
amount to a prohibition to the importation of slaves), exceeds the attributes of a 
Provincial Assembly. It seems however difficult, in view of the 12th and preceding 
Articles of the Additional Act to the Brazilian Constitution, to comprehend how the 
Assembly has the power to impose a tax on the importation of slaves to the amount of 
3/. 4s. or 61. 8s. per head, which brings in a revenue, but is deprived of the power of 
imposing the tax of 201. per head, which would probably imply no revenue whatever from 
this source, and which must therefore be considered to have been voted through public 
purposes for the benefit of the province in regard to its special necessities. 

I have pleasure in noting an improved feeling in reference to philanthropic efforts to 
free slaves presented in auction, or otherwise, and also in the desire, supported by public 
opinion, that those slaves whose colour is not much removed from white should be free. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER. 
No. 241. 
Consul Vereker to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 6, 1860.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, December 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of slaves in this 
province during the six-monthly period ended this day. 
I have, &e 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER. 





Inclosure in No. 241. 


Return showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande do Sul, during the Six Months 
ending 31st December, 1859, compared with the Prices in the preceding Half-year. 





Average Prices in Six-Monthly Periods to Difference in Price in last 




















Six Mouths. 
Classes of Slaves. June 30, 1859. December 81, 1859. Increase. Decrease. 
Currency. Sterling. Currency. Sterling. Sterling. Sterling. 
Agricultural. Reis. £ os. d. Reiss | £2¢4| Bad | £4 d. 
Males.. .. «| 1,2503000 | 135 8 4 | 1,250g000 | 135 8 4 
Females oe «+| 1,150g000 12411 8 1,150g000 124 11 8 | 
| 
Domestic. 
Males. . ss eee} 1,4003000 15113 4 1,350g%000 146 5 O 5 8 4 
Females oe --| 1,250%000 1385 8 4 1,250$000 1385 8 4 
Mining «e -+| None. | 
Newly Imported _..| None. 








British Consulate, Rio Grande do Sul, December 31, 1859. 


(Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consul. 
———— 


* See Report of June 30, 1857. 
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BRAZIL. (Consular.)\—Rio de Janeiro. 


No. 242. 


Consul Westwood to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 4.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 14, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Return of the vessels that are reported 
to have arrived at this port from the Coast of Africa during the quarter ending on the 
31st ultimo, and also a List of the sailings for Africa during the same period. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD. 





Inclosure | in No. 242. 


List of Agrivars at Rio de Janeiro from the Coast of Africa during the Quarter ending March 31, 1859. 





















? Reported 
Description. Name. Master. Nation. Nature of 
Ps Cargo. 
1859. Days. 
Jauuary 21 | Brigantine | Paquete de} J. de S. Velho | Portuguese} 130} 11 | Loanda | 28 | Wax and oil. 


Loanda 


(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 242. 


List of Departures from Rio de Janeiro for the Coast of Africa during the Quarter ending March 31, 1859. 











Where Reported Nature 
bound. of Cargo. 





Date. Description. Name. Master. Nation. 


|tonnage. 


1859. 


March 19 Brig J. C. Vulverde | Portuguese | 233) 16 |Benguellaand| General. 


Loanda 





(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul. 
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No. 243. 


- Consul Westwood to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received September 17.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, ° Rio de Janeiro, July 18, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Return of the vessels that are reported 
to have arrived at this port from the Coast of Africa during the quarter ending on the 
30th ultimo, and also a List of the sailings for Africa during the same period. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD. 
nnn 
No. 244. 

Consul Westwood to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 5.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January 18, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Return of the vessels that are reported 
to have arrived from the Coast of Africa during the quarter ending on the 31st. ultimo. 
and also a List of the sailings for Africa during the same period. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 244. 
Lisr of Anzrvats at Rio de Janeiro from the Coast of Africa, during the Quarter ending December 31, 1859. 





Rio de Jansiro, January 18, 1860. 





Bio de Jomsiro, January 18, 1860. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 244. 


List of Deranrunss from Rio de Janeiro for the Coast of Africa, during the Quarter ending December 31, 1859. 


(iguedy INO. $ 


——— 
. ©. WEBTWOOD, 


~~ 





= 


332 


yo 


FF REST 





89f 


LAVAS 


wie 
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No, 246. 


No. 2: Consul Westwood to Lord: J. Russell.=(Receiwed March 8.) 
(No. 2. 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January 18, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Return showing the Price of slaves in 
this province during the six months endipgjon fhe — _ 
ve 
(Signed) JNO. J. O. WESTWOOD. ~* 





Inclosure in No. 245. 


Return of the Price of Slaves in the Province of Rio de Janeiro, during the Half-year ending on the 31st December, 
1859, as far as can be ascertained by Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Janeiro. 






0 to 208 6 8/140 12 
8 4 156 5 O|11210 0 180 


Mining. 
oe = } about the same as Agricultural. 

Domestic. 
Males «| 1,200g000 to 2,000g000 [125 0 O to 208 6 8140 12 6 to 225 0 0 
Females 1,000g000 1,800g000 |104 3 4 187 10 0/112 10 6 202 10 0 


i‘ } None landed within the district of this Consulate during the last six months. 


Rio de Janeiro, January 18, 1860. (Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul. 


t “¢ TO 5 ‘ 


No. 246. 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Santiago, September 26, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy and trans- 
lation of a letter which I received on the 15th instant, but too late for transmission by that 
day’s mail, from the Chilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which he communicates to me 
the substance from the Chilian Consul at Hong-Kong, reporting a case of Traffic in 
Slaves in the Chinese Seas by the Chilian barque “ Diana,” of which Juhn O'Sullivan 
was Commander. 

This vessel is reported to have touched at the Cape of Good Hope, on her way to 
Havana, having on board 300 Chinese women from twelve to sixteen years of age, who 
had been purchased at a small port of the Chinese Empire named Gesaton. Forty of 
the women had diced on the passage from China to the Cape of Good Hope; the mate 
and six of the crew had, in a state of insanity, thrown themselves overboard, and the 
greater number of the remaining crew were, it is said, left at the Cape, being unfit for 
duty, in consequence of the excesses committed by them on the voyage. 

The Chilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, in a second letter, of which I have also 
the honour to inclose a copy and translation (Inclosure No. 2), informs me, that from 
inquiries made here, it appears that the barque “ Diana” changed its flag in 1856, and 
assumed that of Peru, retaining however the papers of her former ownership, with 
the intention, probably, of using either flag, as would best answer their nefarious 
necessities. 

Although the circumstance of a vessel, with 300 slaves on board, having succeeded 
in eluding the researches of the authorities at the Cape of Good Hope, might lead to 
the suspicion that the information of the Chilian Consul was incorrect; still, as this 
might have been accomplisied by means of false papers, to the effect that the women 
were hired labourers, I have taken the earliest opportunity of communicating all these 
circumstances to Mr. Consul-General Crawford, at Havana, in order that he might take 
measures to verify the statements and act ‘as the case may require. I have the honour 
to inclose to your Lordship copies of my Jetters to that gentleman, Inclosures Nos, 3 
and 4. 


Mr. Thomson to Lord J. Russell.—( Received November 24.) 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON. 





Inclosure | in No. 246. 
The Chilian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Thomson. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, : Santiago, September 15, 1859. 


1 HAVE the honour to address you, with the object of communicating to you that, 
by a despatch from the Consul of this Republic at Hong-Kong, dated Angust 29, 1858, 
and received to-day at this office, I have been informed that the Chilian barque 
“Diana,” Captain John O’Sullivan, had touched at the Cape of Good Hope for 
provisions, on her way to Havana, having on board 300 Chinese women, from twelve to 
sixteen years of age, purchased at a small port of the Chinese Empire. 


CHILE. 171 


Although this vessel left the Coast of Chili in the year 1855, and since then has not 
returned, and although it is not known whether or not she may have changed her flag, 
I take an early opportunity of bringing the matter to your knowledge, in order that you 
may, should. you deem fit, communicate the same to the British Consuls on the Coast 
of Ciba. «-' - 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GERONIMO CUMENETA. 





‘Inclosure 2 in No. 246. 
The Chilian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Thomson. 


Sir, Santiago, September 23, 1859. 
IN order to know the true nationality of the barque “ Diana,” and her owner and 
Captain, some investigations have lately been made by the Department of Marine, and 
it would appear that in 1856 this vessel took the Peruvian flag, but did not return 
within the eighteen months prescribed by law, the Chilian register and certificate of 
matriculation, nor have they been returned up to the present date. It is not unlikely, 
therefore, that those papers have been retained by the new owner for an improper 
purpose by hoisting in an illegal manner the Chilian flag In 1855 it appears that a 
certain Don Man. Fernandez was master and owner. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERONIMO CUMENETA. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 246. 
Mr. Thomson to Consul-General Crawford. 


Sir, Santiago, September 16, 1859. 

{ LOSE no time in communicating to you a statement which has just reached me, of 
the exportation of a large number of Chinese female slaves from one of the small ports 
of China to the Havana. 

The case has not yet been communicated to me in detail, but the chief circumstances 
are as follows. 

The Chilian barque “ Diana,” of which John O'Sullivan is Commander, left this 
coast for China in 1855, and is reported, in a letter from Hong Kong of the 
28th August, 1858, to have touched at the Cape of Good Hope for provisions, having 
on board 300 Chinese women from twelve to sixteen years of age, who had been 
— at one of the small ports of the Chinese Empire, and destined for the 

avana. : 

Since that date, no intelligence has been received of that vessel, nor is it known if 
it has changed the flag. 

I shall communicate to you, by the earliest opportunity, any details which may 
reach me hereafter; but in the meantime, the indication | have given above may 
perhaps enable you to take steps to ascertain the authenticity, or otherwise, of this 
report. ’ 

P I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR ‘THOMSON. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 246. 
Mr. Thomson to Consul-General Crawford. 


Sir, Santiago, September 24, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch dated on the 16th instant, I have since been 
informed that the barque “ Diana,” in the year 1856, was put under the Peruvian flag, 
but that her original register and other papers had not been given up as required by 
the Navigation Laws of this Republic, and it is not improbable that the new owner has 
retained those papers with some improper view. From this it would — that the 


Ga ats OBULE. 

* Diana”. has two distinct registers, and may sail under either the Chilian or Peravian 

Sag, a: circumstance essential to be oti you,in case she should have. made her 

mppearance on the Coast of Cuba... . tied ‘to Winstiogqe yf an odes | 
ariatd ‘ 


(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON... 


” ’ 








No. 247. 


- Mr. Thomson to Lord J. Russell,—(Received March 16.) 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord, * Santiago, January 28, 1860. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 2, dated on the 26th of September last, in 
which I transmitted to your Lordship the copy of a letter which I had received from 
the Chilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, intowailog me that the Chilian Consul at Hong- 
Kong had reported to him a case of Traffic in Slaves in the Chinese seas by the Chilian 
barque “ Diana,” John O'Sullivan, Master, I have the honour to inclose to your 
Lordship copy of a despatch which I have received by this mail from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Havana, by which it would appear that the “ Diana” had arrived at 
that port on the 12th of July, 1858, having on board 74 Chinese emigrants, and not 
slaves, as was reported to the Chilian Government. 
have communicated the substance of this despatch to the Chilian Minister for 





Foreign Affairs. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) § WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON. 
Inclosure in No. 247. 
Consul-General Crawford to Mr. Thomson. 
Sir, Havana, November 26, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your despatches dated 16th 
and 24th September last, respecting the Chilian barque “‘ Diana,” John O’Sullivan, 
Master, and I beg to inform you that said vessel arrived here from Swatao on the 
12th of July, 1858, having on board 74 Chinese emigrants, of which 34 were females, 
having lost on the voyage 37 men and 2 women, so that she left China with 
113 Coolies, 

The “ Diana” was chartered by Messrs. Pedroso and Morales, of this place, to 
bring these emigrants to Cuba, and after delivering her cargo here, she sailed on the 
9th August, 1858, for Hong-Kong, the Master informing me that he intended to touch 
at the je of Good Hope; but as it appears that the vessel.hus not since been heard 
of, she must either have been lost at sea, or it is probable that O’Sullivan soid her 
‘to the slave-traders on the coast of Africa, as it was reported to me that several offers 
were made for the vessel when she was in this port. ti 

ay 
(Signed) 


e, &e. 
JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


9 


(C2878 )) 


DENMARK. |. (Consulaz)—St. Thomas. 


No. 248. 


Qiio. 22; Consul Lamb to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 14.) 

0. 22. 

My Lord, St. Thomas, March 81, 1859.; » 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 

No. 1, dated 16th instant, informing me that your Lordship was pleased to approve of 

the report made by me to your Lordship, regarding the arrival of a vessel at Porto 

Rico with a cargo of slaves. 

; I have, &c., 

(Signed) R. B. LAMB. 


(1% +) 


FRANCE. 


No. 249. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 9, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 26 of the 26th ultimo, I inclose for your 
Excellency’s information copies of a further correspondence with Lord Napier on the 
subject of the adoption by the Governments of England, France, and the United States, 
of a common code of instructions to be issued to the Commanders of their ships-of-war 
for their guidance in regard to the question of the right of visit.* 

I also inclose copies of communications, as marked in the margin, which have 
passed between the French Ambassador and myself on the same subject.t 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 250. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 29.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 23, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, copies of a correspondence between 
the Duke of Malakoff and myself relative to the proceedings of Commander Hunt, of 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” in foreibly. visiting the- French ship “Phoenix” off the 
African Coast in the month of November last. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 250. 
The Duke of Malakoff to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


M. le Comte, Londres, le 4 Mars, 1859. 
J’Al Vhonneur de vous transmettre ci-joint une dépéche qui vient de m’étre 
adressée par le Comte Walewski relativement 4 une visite 4 main armée dont le batiment 
Frangais le “Phénix” a été Vobjet, de la part d’officiers du navire Britannique 
“YAlecto.” Cette piéce contenant l’exposé des faits, je me bornerai & recommander 
particuliérement cette affaire 4 l’attention de votre Excellence. 
Veuillez, &c. 
(Signé) Mu. PELISSIER. 





* Class B, presented 1859, No. 5. t Ibid. Nos. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 250. 
Count Walewski to the Duke of Malakoff. 


M. le Maréchal, Paris, le 1 Mars, 1859. 


LE batiment Francais “le Phénix,” employé au recrutement de travailleurs & Ja 
Céte Occidentale d’Afrique, par suite d’une autorisation du Gouvernement de l’Empereur, 
a été l’ubjet d’une visite 4 main armée de la part d’officiers du navire Anglais “‘]’Alecto,” 
dans les circonstances suivantes :— 

Les instructions données par M. le Commandant de Gorée et dépendances a 
M. Chevalier, Capitaine du “ Phénix,” et 4 M. Bonte, Chirurgien de la Marine, qui avait 
été désigné pour surveiller les opérations en qualité d’Agent du Gouvernement Francais, 
leur recommandaient de ne pas recruter sur le territoire de la République de Libéria, ni 
sur Jes possessions Anglaises. Se conformant a ces prescriptions, le Capitaine Chevalier 
s’était rendu le'9 Novembre dernier au mouillage de Manna Rock ; a neuf milles nord- 
ouest du Grand Cap de Monte, et a environ sept milles dans l’ouest du village de 
Manna Rock ; il était done hors des eaux de la céte de Galinas, et de celles de la Répub- 
lique de Libéria, dont la limite nord est, d’aprés les cartes Frangaises et Anglaises, le 
Cap Monte. Afin de n’avoir aucun doute sur ce point, M. Boute interrogea les Chefs 
de la Cote ; tous lui affrmérent que le Cap Monte bornait effectivement au nord la 
République de Libéria, et qu’ils n’avaient aucun licu de dépendance vis-a-vis de cet 
Etat. L’absence absolue de tout Agent du Gouvernement Libérien sur cette partie du 
littoral confirmait encore toutes ces indications. 

Le 13 Novembre, une embarcation de l’aviso & vapeur de la Marine Britannique 
“PAlecto,” Capitaine James Hunt, qui était venu jeter Pancre entre la terre et “le 
Phénix,” se dirigea vers le batiment Frangais qui avait arboré ses couleurs. Lorsque 
cette embarcation fut 4 portée, le Capitaine Chevalier demanda a Vofficier Anglais qui 
la montait le motif de sa visite. Un noir, sans uniforme, qui se trouvait a cété de 
Vofficier Anglais répondit qu'il était envoyé par le Président de l’Etat de Libéria pour visiter 
le navire et constater le genre d’opérations auquel il se livrait sur cette partie de la 
céte dépendante de la République. Le Capitaine Chevalier s’adressa de nouveau a Vofficier 
Anglais, et il y eut entre eux I’échange suivant de questions et de réponses :—‘t Venez- 
vous me visiter ?- Oui.—Suis-je dans les eaux dune possession Anglaise? Non.—Recon- 
naissez-vous mes couleurs? C’est possible ; mais j’ai l’ordre de vous visiter.—L’abrogation 
des 'Traités de 1831, 1833, 1845, ne vous interdit-elle pas de visiter un nayire Frangais, 
surtout en dehors de tout territoire reeonnu? Cela ne me regarde pas.” 

Le Capitaine Chevalier également fit remarquer au Pélégué Libérien qu'il ne se 
trouvait pas sur un point reconnu du territoire de Libéria ; que, mouillé a une grande 
distance du littoral, il était dans la mer commune, en ajoutant quwil s’opposait, en consé- 
quence, de la maniére la plus formelle 4 Vacte de visite que l’on voulait exercer sur son 
bitiment, et quil ne céderait pas que devant I’emploie de la force. 

Sur cette déclaration, l’embarcation Anglaise regagna “1Alecto,”’ mais elle revint 
quelques instants aprés, portant deux officiers, le méme Delégué Libérien, un policeman 
noir, et huit matclots; tous étaient armés. Malgré les nouvelles observations du 
Capitaine Chevalier et du Représentant de Administration, un des officiers Anglais 
annonga quill allait, d’aprés ordre du Commandant du navire de Sa Majesté Britan- 
nique “1’Alecto,” visiter de force “le Phénix.” Ecartant un pavillon Frangais que 
M. Chevalier avait tait placer devant échelle du bord comme derniére protestation 
contre la violence dont on le menagait, les deux officiers Anglais, le Délégué Libérien, 
et le policeman, montérent en armes sur le pont du ‘ Phénix,” tandis que les hommes 
restés dans le canot avaient leurs sabres dégainés et le revolver au poing. Ils exigérent 
la production de tous Jes papiers du navire, des piéces Ministérielles relatives a sa 
mission de recrutement, ainsi que des instructions adress¢ées au Délégué de l’Adminis- 
tration dont ils méconnaissent ainsi le caractére, et procédérent ensuite 4 l’interrogatoire 
des’ onze engagés qui étaient & bord. Ceux-ci répondirent quwils y étaient venus 
librement, sauf un seul, le nommé Sévé, qui ayant pris part a la révolte qui a eu lieu 
sur la “ Regina Coeli,” avait été capturé par un Chef de la Céte, lors de son évasion de 
ce batiment, et racheté par le Capitaine Chevalier dans Vintention de le remettre a 
Vautorilé Frangaise. Cette homme ayant déclaré qu’il avait été amené de force sur “ le 
Phénix,” et qui! désirait retourner a terre, le Délégué Libérien, sans tenir compte des 

rotestations de M. Chevalier et de M. Boute, fit prendre le noir dans l’entrepont, et le 
t descendre dans le canot Anglais, s’engageant seulement 4 rembourser le prix de son 
rachat, ce qui eut lieu en effet ensuite par la remise d'une somme de 150 francs, Ala 
demande que le Commandant du “Phénix” fit alors a Vofficier Anglais et au 
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Délégué Libérien, A savoir s'ils étaient bien convaincus de la nationalité et de la régu- 
larité de ses expéditions, ils répondirent que “oui.” Le Capitaine fat averti un peu 
plus tard qu’il lui était interdit de communiquer avec la terre, sous peine de voir faire 
feu sur ses embarcations, attendu qu’il devait considérer tous les points de cette partie 
de la céte comme dépendant du territoire de la République de Libéria ou du ‘territoire 
Anglais. M. Chevalier fut ainsi obligé d’appareiller, a lent a terre sept émigrants 
dont il avait payé l’engagement dans la matinée, et que les Chefs ne purent envoyer a 
son bord a cause de la présence du croiseur Anglais. 

Je vous prie, M. le Maréchal, de porter les faits qui précédent a la connaissance du 
Cabinet de Londres, et pour que les circonstances dans lesquels ils se sont produits puissent 
étre, de sa part, l’objet d’une appréciation exacte, je vous invite a laisser copie de la présente 
dépéche au Principal Secrétaire d’Etat de Sa Majesté Britannique. Je ne doute pas 
que Lord Malmesbury ne considére l’acte de visite que M. le Commandant James Hunt 
s'est cru permis a l’égard du “ Phénix,” comme un incident d’une extréme gravité et 
qui appelle la plus sévére répréhension. Je ne crois pa nécessaire, aprés en avoir exposé 
les détails, d’en faire autrement ressortir le regrettable caractére ; je me bornerai seule- 
ment a constater que c’est la seconde fois que le méme Officier de la Marine de Sa Majesté 
Britannique met le Gouvernement de l’Empereur dans |’obligation de réclamer contre sa 
conduite. 


Agréez, &c. 
(Signé) A. WALEWSKI. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 250. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to the Duke of Malakoff. 


M. le Maréchal, Foreign Office April 22, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
4th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a despatch from Count Walewski, relative to the 
proceedings of Commander Hunt, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” in forcibly visiting 
the French ship “ Phoenix,” off the African Coast, in the month of November last ; and I 
beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that I did not fail to transmit copies of your 
communications to the Admiralty, with a request that Commander Hunt might be called 
upon for an explanation of his proceedings in this matter. 

Some delay has, however, unavoidably taken place in replying to your Excellency’s 
note, in consequence of the “ Alecto” being no longer in commission, and Commander 
Hunt having felt it necessary to call upon some of the officers who served under him 
to confirm certain statements which he has made in defence of his proceeding in this 
case. 

I will, however, at once state to your Excellency, that Her Majesty’s Government do 
not pretend to justify Commander Hunt’s conduct in this matter. On the contrary, they 
greatly regret that this officer should; although without any intention of offering an affront 
to the French flag, have given, by his proceedings, just cause of complaint on the part 
of the Imperial Government. For these proceedings the Admiralty have reprimanded 
and admonished Commander Hunt, and Her Majesty’s Government acknowledge that an 
apology is due, and they trust that it will be accepted in the same frank manner in which 
it is now tendered by Her Majesty’s Government. 

Although, however, Her Majesty's Government disavow the proceedings of the 
Commander of the “ Alecto” in visiting the “ Phoenix,” I think it right that the Imperial 
Government should know that Cominander Hunt’s account of what passed on this 
occasion is very different from that given by M. Chevalier, the Commander of the 
“ Phoenix.” 

Commander Hunt states, that the “Phoenix” was not boarded until all othe 
measures had failed to ascertain her nationality; and he adds, that he thought he ha 
good reason to suspect the nationality of this vessel :— 

1. From information received by Colonel Payne, the Attorney-General at Liberi: 
that a vessel at Manna Rock was receiving slaves, and not emigrants, which informatio 
was corroborated by a white man and another person, detained in a canoe, who confesse 
that they had assisted to put slaves on board, bound and tied ; 

2. Because the Master of the “ Phoenix” refused, when repeatedly requested befo: 
being boarded, to show papers, register of authority of any kind, over the side of h 
vessel, which Commander Hunt states would have quite satisfied the officer sent 
ascertain her nationality, and have prevented his going on board ; and— 
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3. Because, knowing that French! vessels were prohibited by their instructions 
from shipping emigrants from the Liberian territory, he did not believe that a French 
vessel legally authorized would have been found in the'act of shipping negroes from 
what he believed to be the shores of that country. 

Commander Hunt moreover states, and his statement is confirmed by the Master of 
the “ Alecto,” and by the log of that vessel, that the place where the “ Phoenix” was 
anchored was within two miles of the shore, and, therefore, within Liberian waters ; and 
he adds, that M. Chevalier must have been fully aware of this fact, from his having, 
when engaged in procuring emigrants on a former voyage, asked and obtained permis- 
sion from the Liberian authorities to ship emigrants from Manna Rock, the very place 
oe he was engaged in procuring them when he was boarded by an officer from the 

ecto.” +. 

It would indeed appear,to be evident that Manna Rock is acknowledged by the 
French authorities on the African Coast to be within the Liberian territory, from the 
fact that Commodore Protet, in a conversation which he had with Commodore Wise, 
informed that officer that he, Commodore Protet, had caused the Governor of Gorée to 
be suspended and sent to France, for sending the “ Phoenix” to Manna Rock in the 
face of peremptory orders against vessels being sent to the Liberian Coast for 
emigrants. 

The statement contained in Count Walewski’s despatch, with regard to the boat’s- 
crew that conveyed the British Officers and the Liberian Attorney-General on board the 
“ Phoenix,” being ready with drawn cutlasses and revolvers, is most positively denied by 
Commander Hunt, as js also the statement that the Liberian Attorney-General forcibly 
seized, and, notwithstanding the protests of M. Chevalier and the Surgeon of the 
“ Phoenix,” took out of that vessel one of the emigrants who had taken part in the 
revolt on board the “ Regina Coeli ;” the facts being, as regards the boat that visited the 
“Phoenix,” that the crew, consisting of six, and not eight men as stated, remained 
quictly in the boat; the only persons who boarded the ‘ Phoenix” besides the officer 
who made the visit, and who carried his side arms, being Mr. Coates, the Second 
Master of the * Alecto,” the Liberian Attorney-General, the Interpreter, and a Policeman, 
who were all unarmed. 

As regards the examination of the emigrants, and the removal of one of them from 
the “ Phoenix,” Commander Hunt asserts most positively that the officers were invited 
by M. Chevalier and others to see the recruits, and that the boy was not forcibly taken 
out of the ship, but that, on the contrary, that it was on M. Chevalier’s own offer, sugges- 
tion and permission, that the boy was received into the boat; and it appears, morcover, 
that Colonel Payne’s reason for ransoming this lad was because he recognized him as 
an apprentice belonging to a relation of his residing in Monrovia, from whence he had 
been kidnapped and sold to the French Agents, and in the first instance shipped on 
board the “Regina Coeli;’ and who, after his escape from that vessel, had been a 
second time seized and put on board the “ Phoenix.” 

I have, in conclusion, to observe, that the inquiry which has been made by Her 
Majesty’s Government in this matter leaves little room for doubting that, except as to 
the fact of the “ Phoenix” having been visiled by a boat from Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Alecto,” the circumstances of the visit, and the proceedings of Commander Hunt 
have been much misrepresented and exaggerated, and although, as | have already had 
the honour of stating to your Excellency, Her Majesty’s Government do not pretend to 
justify Commander Hunt’s conduct in this matter, they cannot but think that M. Cheva- 
licr and the Delegate on board the “ Phoenix” are both of them open to blame for not 
having at once, when the “ Alecto’s” boat was alongside, made known the fact that the 
“ Phoenix” was a Government ship with a Delegate on board. 

Had they done so, Commander Hunt states that he would not have proceeded 
as he subsequently did, to verify the ship’s nationality. By the failure of the French 
Officers to make known the true character of their vessel they, in the opinion of Her 
Majesty’s Government, laid a trap for Commander Hunt, into which he allowed himself 
to fall. ' 

I think it right to add, with reference to the last paragraph of Count Walewski’s 
despatch, in which he states that this is the second complaint made by the Imperial 
Government. against the Commander of the “ Alecto,” that on the former occasion the 
complaints made were against the Officers in Command of the “ Alecto’s” boats,on 
detached service, when they were under the orders of another cruizer, and for which, 
therefore, Commander Hunt could not be held responsible. : ‘ 

am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


Crass B. 2A 
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7 The Earl of Malmesbury to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 30) 

My Lord Foreign Office, May 14, 1860. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 23 of the 17th of February last, I transmit 

herewith for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Lawless, Her 

Majesty’s Consul at Martinque,* réporting the arrival at that island of the French shi 

“Dahomed,” belonging to Messrs. Régis, with labourers from the Coast of Africa; an 

also announcing the departure from Martinique of the “Ville d’Aigues Mortes,” 

belonging to the same owners, for a further supply of African labourers. 


I am, &c. . 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 252. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 31.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, June 4, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 30 of the 14th ultimo, I inclose for your 
Excellency’s information a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Martinique,t 
reporting the departure from thence of the screw-steamer ‘‘ Dahomed” for the African 
Coast, with a view to procure a further supply of African labourers to be introduced into 
Martinique, and into the neighbouring Island of Guadaloupe. 


T am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 253. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 32.) 


My Lord, Forvign Office, June 30, 1859. 

WITH reference to Lord Malmesbury’s despatch No. 24 of the 19th of March last, 
I inclose for your Excelleucy’s information copies of three letters from Captain Rigby, 
the British Agent at Zanzibar, to the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, which 
have been communicated to me by the Secretary of State for India containing 
information respecting the proceedings of the French at Zanzibar and on the East 
Coast of Africa in connection with the Slave Trade. 

I am also to transmit to you a copy of aletter from the Secretary to the Government 


of Bombay to Captain Rigby approving his proceedings in the matters reported in his 
letters, 


I am, &ce. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 253. 


Captain Rigby to Mr. Anderson. 
Sir, Zanzibar, December 24, 1859. 
WITH reference to my letter to your address, dated the 13th instant, reporting the 
arrival in this port of the French ship “ Alexandre,” of La Réunion, having on board 
about 300 slaves of both sexes, J have the honour to report, that I have since 
ascertained from personal observation, that the majority of the slaves on board are 


young children of both sexes, of ages varying from five to twelve years, and also several 
females with children at the breast. 


* No. 281. t No. 282. 
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2. I therefore beg to report this cireumstance for the information of the Governor 
in Council, as I believe that the Freneh authorities justify the Traffic in Slaves now 
earried on under the French flag, on the’ Kast Coast of Africa, undér the ‘pretence 
of the negroes exported’ being-free labourers or “ engagés,”’ who willingly bind themselves 
to serve for a term of years in French Colonias. i PATS ee 

3. The French ship “ Alexandre” has’ been condemned as unseaworthy and ‘sol 
here, and the slaves transferred on board the schooner “ Glorieuse,” which, though 6w 
by a French merchant of this port, is under the flag of his Highness the Sultan Said 
Majid; immediately I became aware of the slaves having been thus transferred, I 
expressed to his Highness my hope that he would not allow the French to convey these 
slaves away in any vessel under-his flag, when I was pleased to find that his Highness 
had already, immediately on being made aware of the transfer, intimated to the owners 
of the “Glorieuse,” that he wont deprive her of his flag and papers if she attempted to 
leave the port with these negroes on board, and similar notice has been given to the 
owners of all buggalows belonging to the port. 

4. The Customs’ Master at this port informs me that upwards of 30,000 English 
sovereigns have been remitted here within the last few months from the small ports on 
the Coast of Africa, situated to the south of this; as no direct trade is carried on at these 
ports with any foreign ships, this money can only have been received in payment for slaves, 
and estimating the price paid at twenty dollars per head, this would show that nearly 
8,900 slaves have been purchased this season from this part of the coast alone. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY, Captain, 
British Agent, Zanzibar. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 253. 
Resolution by the Board, dated the 22nd April, 1859. 


Resolved, 


THAT Captain Rigby be informed his proceedings are approved, and that he be 
requested to express to his Highness Said Majid, the pleasure with which Government 
has received the intelligence of his Highness’s proceedings with reference to the 
“ Glorieuse.” 

That copy of this letter be forwarded to the Government of India, and to Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, in continuation of previous correspondence. The 
facts noticed by Captain Rigby in this letter appear to the Governor in Council to 
be of a very important character. 

(Signed) ELPHINSTONE. 
A. MALET. 
H. W. REEVES. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 253. 
Captain Rigby to Mr. Anderson. 


Sir, Zanzibar, March 16, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to report for the information vf the Governor in Council, 
the following circumstances relative to the Slave Trade carried on under the French 
flag on the East Coast of Africa. ; 

2. About twenty days ago, I was informed by the Customs’ Master at this port that 
three French ships had arrived at Kivingia, a small port on the East Coast of Africa, 
situate within the Zanzibar dominions, in about 8° 40’ south latitude, and which 
is the destination of all the slave caravans coming from the interior and from the 
Lake Wanyassa, and from whence they are shipped to Zanzibar and other 
places within the Zanzibar dominions. He informed me that two of these 
French vessels had come for the purpose of procuring slaves, and that the third 
vessel was a French brig-of-war ; that the inhabitants remonstrated with the French, and 
informed them that the sale of slaves to any foreigners was strictly forbidden by the 
Sultan, and that the Commanders of the French slavers pointed to the. brig-of-war, 
saying that they were authorized by. the French Government to parcheiey are and that 
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the ship-of-war had come there purposely to protect them in procuring negroes, and to 
prevent any interference with them in so doing. rb We bs viene) sti 

. . 8.. This information has since,,been fally confirmed, and the French Consul at this 
port has himself,privately admitted to me that the brig-of-war ‘was for the express pur- 
pose of protecting those vessels in procuring negroes, and that such vessels were no longer 
pares to carry a Government officer or delégué on board to act as a check on the 
Traffic. 

4. This open violation of the orders of the Sultan of Zanzibar, and the presence of 
a French ship-of-war for the protection of a Traffic, his, Highness. has firmly resisted 
every attempt on the part of the French to establish, has caused considerable excitement 
amongst the inhabitants here, and made a painful impression on his Highness, who imme- 
diately on receiving a report on the subject from the Governor of Keelwa, despatched 
his yacht to Keelwa, with an order to the Governor, strictly forbidding the sale of slaves 
to the French, and also a proclamation to the inhabitants of Kivingia and Keelwa, and 
at the same time I sent a proclamation in the Guzarété language to the same effect, 
addressed to the Banians and other Indian residents at the ports. 

5. His Highness Said Majid sent me the report which he received on this subject 
from the Governor of Keelwa, and I forward a translation of it, herewith annexed. 

6. Two French slave ships recently arrived at Zanzibar from La Réunion for the 
purpose of secretly procuring cargoes of negroes, but finding that the cholera was raging 
here, they left without cargoes. One of these, the “La Gironde,” has gone to Muscat 
and Bombay, the other sailed to the south, to procure negroes from the Comoro Isles. At 
the time these vessels were in this port, a steamer under French colours was seen 
cruizing about to the north of the Island of Zanzibar, near the Island of Pemba, and the 
main land, evidently for the purpose of procuring slaves. I have heard for some time 
past that a steamer is employed in the Traffic for the purpose of conveying slaves from the 
coast of Africa to the slave depéts at Noss-Beh and Mayotta. 

7. A few days ago, a Hamburgh vessel arrived here from the Mozambique, and the 
Commander informed me that whilst he was at Mamomba, on the west coast of Mada- 
gascar, six French vessels were then shipping slaves, three of these vessels were totally 
wrecked there during a violent hurricane on the 13th of February last, and some men of 
their crews were murdered by the natives. 

8. The proceedings of French slave-ships on the coast of Madagascar are creating a 
deadly feeling of hatred against all white men amongst the population of that coast, and 
have caused a stoppage of all trade. About a year ago, a feanch vessel was seized and 
burnt by the natives to the north of Manomba, and all the crew put to death, owing to 
the natives of one tribe kidnapping those of other tribes to convey on board the French 
ships. 

9. A few days ago, M. Cochet, the French Consul at this port, showed me, confiden- 
tially, several despatches, which he had received from his Government, and in which I 
was surprised to see that the purchase of negro slaves (“rachat des noirs””) by French 
vessels is repeatedly and distinctly sanctioned. Hitherto this Traffic has been conducted 
under the pretence of the negroes being free “ engagés,” who willingly embark to serve 
for a term of years in French colonies. This is now an openly legalized Slave Trade, 
carried on without disguise, and, as far as regards the Zanzibar dominions, in defiance of 
the authority and laws of the Sultan, under the protection of the French Im perial 
Navy.° 

10. As M. Cochet showed me his despatches in confidence, I trust that what I have 
considered it my duty thus to report may not cause his name to be divulged in connec- 
tion with this subject. 

11. The American Consul at this port informs me that he has also made representa- 
tions to his Government regarding the French Slave Trade, and the injury it is inflicting 
on the commerce of this port. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 253. 


Captain Rigby to Mr. Anderson. 


(Extract.) April 4, 1859. 


_19. I WILL now detail the proceedings of the French connected with recent 
affairs at Zanzibar :—On the 21st March, the day before the arrival of the “ Assaye,” 


~~ 
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the French Imperial schooner “ L.Estafette,” six guns, arrived here from Keelwa 
Kevanzia, a small port on the coast of Africa, within the Zanzibar dominions, where she 
had been for some time openly protecting two French slavers in, procuring slaves, in 
violation of the Sultan’s authority and laws, A slave Délégué has arrived here in. this 
vessel, and has taken up his abode on shore; he openly expresses the disappointment 
felt at the French schooner being frustrated by the presence of a British war- 
steamer. 

‘20. On the 29th March, the French corvette «‘Cordeliére,” 20 guns, with the 
broad pendant of Commodore le Vicomte A. Heurist de Langlé, commanding the French 
Naval Division on the East Coast of Africa, arrived here from Mayotta, The following day 
the Sultan sent his Private Secretary to me, to say that he had been privately informed 
(I believe by the Arab Interpreter ‘of the French Consulate), that the French Commo- 
dore had come to make fresh demands about the exportation of negroes, and to require 
that the French Délégué should be permitted to reside at Keelwa to grant passes for the 
embarkation of the negroes. In reply I strongly urged his Highness to continue firmly 
to resist all demands of this nature, and appeal to his Treaty with the British Govern- 
ment as a reason for refusing compliance. 

21. On the 31st March, the French Commodore and Consul had an audience of his 
Highness, who immediately afterwards sent to inform me of the violent language and 
manner uscd to him, and that they had menaced him with French interference, if he 
did not attend to their wishes, and pardon his brother, Said Burghash, and the Chiefs of 
the El-Harth. On the 2nd instant, two days after the above occurrence, his Highness 
Said Majid visited the “ Assaye” in company with several of the principal Arabs ; on our 
being assembled in the saloon, his Highness begged Commander Adams to come and sit 
close to him, as he wished him also to hear what he was about to tell me, regarding the 
behaviour to him of the French Commodore and Consul, and he desired his private 
Secretary to interpret into English, septence by sentence. what he stated. The sub- 
stance of his Highness’s statement was as follows:—That on the French Commodore 
and Consul taking their seats, they said that the object of their visit was to arrange 
all difficulties between himself and his brother Burghash; the Interpreter spoke in 
an undertone in Arabic, as is always customary at visits to his Highness; that the 
Consul hastily interrupted him, saying, ‘ Speak loud, and in the African language, 
so that every one may hear and understand what we have to say.” His Highness 
felt deeply the insult which this remark implied, and said, ‘What do you wish? 
What object have you in interfering between my brother and myself?” The Consul 
said, “1 will bring Said Burghash to you, and you must settle all dispute with him.” 
His Highness remarked, “ But if he will not live quietly, and will not take proper 
advice, what will you do?” The Commodore and Consul replied, “We will make 
him do what we tell him, and if he does not, we will interfere, but also you must do 
what we tell you, and we will not allow Said Burghash to be sent away; or, if he 
leaves, a French ship-of-war shall convey him to Muscat.” The Commodore added, 
“ As soon as we have settled affairs here with you and your brother, I am going to 
Muscat to settle with Syud Thowenee.” 

22. Whilst repeating the above conversation, his Highness frequently stopped and 
said, ‘* It is unbecoming of me to repeat all they said, | cannot do so; they were much 
excited, and talked very loud, and appeared angry.” His Highness appeared much 
pained at the manner of the French officers, he said that he deeply felt. the kindness of 
the British Government in sending, without any solicitation such a splendid vessel for his 
protection, that he wished to leave the settlement of the quarrel entirely to the friendly 
mediation of the British Government—and now the French had commenced _inter- 
fering. 

23. The private Secretary afterwards told me that other insulting remarks were 
made by the French Consul on the above occasion, such as, “'The Commodore’s ship has 
come direct from the Emperor of the French; the English steamer only belongs to a 
Company.” “Does your Highness think that the English steamer caused Syud 
Thowenee to return to Muscat? It was the cholera and the small-pox caused him to 
return ; what could the steamer do?” “If you do not act as we wish about Said 
Burghash, we shall assist him.” And the Commodore, pointing towards the town flag- 
staff, said, “We are happy to see the Arab flag there, but we will never allow any other 
flag to be hoisted there,” implying that his Highness intended hoisting the British flag, 
and thus make him unpopular here. , 

24. On the 4th instant (this morning), the French Commodore and Consul again 
visited his Highness, and took Said Burghash with them ; they made the brothers shake 
hands, and then placed Said Burghash in a seat close to his Highness. At the same time 
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25. "Phe previviw'te the second visit ofthe: French: Sorat and Commodore 
to his Highness, Said Burs Spe bere ser at’ the Housé of the French Cotisul, and 
on leaving, ‘wert ti the house of: A bdallabin‘Salim, where the chief men of the El-Harth! 


Ara he da secret meeting. ; Sroni note 
. “The *Cordelitte,” with Vieomte de Langilé, has just ‘atrived“from Franée; and 

from the French Government ‘having now ‘fret my a Commodore 'to cominand the 
Naval Division ‘on theRast Coast’ of ‘Africa, distinct’ from’ the haval'command st’ L4 
Réunion, I fear that’ French interference at Zanzibar ‘will in future be much more’ active 
persisted than’has been the case hitherto. proud dak oft ed seated D) 
27: I fear that his Highness Said Mujid has acquired the ill-will of ‘the French’ 
authorities for 40 a ety: to yield'to their demands for permission to establish a 
Slave Trade.’ His “Highness has ee éxpressed to mé his surprise ‘that the 
Governor of La Réunion shoitld send officers here to make secret proposals to him, when 
the French Government ne never acknowledged him, nor taken the ‘slightest notice’ of 
either of the three letters’ he had addressed to) the ‘French Emperor ‘sinve his father’s 
death. The French Consul informed me that'he believed the cause of this neglect arose 
from certain negotiations ‘which took place’ some time ago between Syud Thowenee and! 
the Commander of the French frigate “Sybille,” whilst at Muscat, in consequence ' of 
sie the French Government did not expect’ Said Majid to retain the Government of 

anzibar. 5 i ioe 

28. However, about twenty: days ago, his Highness Said Majid received a letter 
from Count Walewski, the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, expressing the Emperor's 
regret at the news of the late Imaum’s death, and addressing Said Majid as Sultan of 
Zauzibar; I believe this letter was brought out by the “Cordeliére;” and forwarded 
here from Mayotta.' | 7 

29. At thé time when Syud Thowenee was daily expected here, the French Consul 
asked me what T intended doing on Syud Thowence’s arrival. I told him that I'should 
do my utmost te prevent his landing, by threatening him with the severe displeasure of 
the British Government, and warning him of the heavy responsibility he would incur if 
any British subjects suffered in life or property; upon this he remarked, “Why, we 
shall be acting exactly contrary to each other.” I was sorry to observe his bitter feeling 
of enmity to Said Majid, openly abusing him before his servants, who understand French, 
saying, that when’Syud Thowenee arrived, not a shot would be fired in defence of Said 
Majid, and using! most insulting expressions: all this is repeated about the town, and 
creates a Very bad-impression. 

80. The following extract from the preface to a work on “ Eastern Africa,” by 
Captain Guillain, of the French Navy, aud:which was published ‘last -year by order of 
the French’ Government, speaks; J fear, too truly the sentiments: ofthe French towards 
the Zanzibar déminions :— 

“ Mais si, pour établir en prééminence commerciale, Marolter n’avait rien & redouter 
du eéte de’ Pile ‘Malgacku et du Mozambique, elle avait, au’ nord de celui-ci, un rival 
plus sériewx contre lequel il lui faudrait ‘latter avec autant de prudence que d’ériergie ; 
c'était l’Imam‘ou Sultan de Muscate, qui travaillait depuis plusieurs années a faire de 
Zanzibar, centré politique de ses possessions sur la cote orientale d’Afrique, l’entrepot dui 
commerce établi entre cette: cdte ‘et 'les contrées baignées par Ocean Indien.” i 

31. Tlie author of the above work was employed: by the’ French Government for 
three venrs on the’East Coast of’ Africa, endeavouring to establish a French trade at the 
different ports ; for this purpose he had a commercial agent on board, sent out by the 
Government; provided with specimens of French: manufactures, which were landed and 
placed on view at each town. «The book contains: many false and. ‘injurious ‘statements 
relative to the British‘connection. with Zanzibar, ‘to’ the effect that British: interference 
with the Slave Trade has reduced by one-third''the amount ‘of native craft trading: to’ 
Zanzibar, that the Customs’ revenue» has) suffered a loss of 50,000 dollars annually; 
and that the English’ name is detested; whereas the trade has been vastly es 
during’ the last few years, and the fatming: of the’ Oustoms,. which produced. 126;C 
dollars when the Treaty ‘was made ‘abolishing the Slave Trade to, the north now. produces 
a revenue of 190,000 ‘dollars annually. 2)! ei) i! “vero batetod sit 
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No. 254. 
Lord.J. Ruseell to Earl Cowley, 


’ 


(No. 33 ) 1& oA 

My Bordy: isk QO wyivwt Foreign Office, July 9, 1859: iv. 
¥ oy BQORWARDED | to, | our, Excellency, in, my. despatch No, 82 of. the 30th ultimo, 
an extract, of a Teles From, Contain Righy,:the British Agent at. Zanzibar, to the Secretary 
te;the Government of Bombay, relative to the language)held by French officers to the 
Imaum)of Muscat, with a view.of| indacing his Highness to allow the Slave Trade to be 
carzied on in, his,dominions;.and I have now. to instruct your Excellency to bring under 
the. serigus, attention of, the French Government the conduct thus pursued by their 
agents. auigntes J iotda f i) 

. Dhe.proceedings of those agents, as far as regards the Slave Trade, a: r to be at 
variance, with the.orders of the, Emperor Napoleon, that the Slave all jg et te 
which had; been: begun. on the ,Eastern-Coast of Africa should be discontinued ; but 
farther, your. Excellency will explain; to Count Walewski that the Imaum of Muscat 
aujoys the friendship of the British Government, and that/the British Government takes 
a strong interest in his welfare and in his being free from molestation, and that the 
Tmaum is bound by his engagements with Great Britain to prevent Slave Trade from 
being carried on by his subjects or within his dominions. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 255. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 134.) ry pM 
My Lord, _ ..... Foreign Office, July 19, 1859. 

WITH reference to Lord Malmesbury’s despatch No. 24 of the 19th of March last, 
I inclose, for your Excellency’s information, the accompanying extract of a despatch from 
the British Poiitical Agent at Aden to the Secretary to Government at Bombay, 
containing information respecting the proceedings of French — in the Red Sea. 

. am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. « 





Inclosure in No. 255. 
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No. 266. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 35.) 


My Lord,’ Foreign Office, July 25, 1859. 
» WITH reference to my despatch No. 176'of this date, ‘instructing’ your Excellency 
to inquire whether the Government of the ee is preparéd to rénew the negotiation 
respecting the emigration of Coolies from Her Majesty’s possessions in India to the 
French coldnies, f transmit a copy of a letter which I have received from the Colonial 
Office, inclosing’a report from the Acting Governor at Sierra Leone, and I have: to 
instruet your lixcellency to communicate the substance of this report to Count Walewski, 
and to draw his serious attention to the statements which it contains. my 
‘Her Majesty’s Government deeply deplore the indications which reach them from all 
quarters of the determination of the French agents to persevere in the scheme for 
procuring, bymeans too closely resembling Slave Trade, labourers from Africa. My 
despatch to your Excellency No. 33 of thé 9th instant referred to the proceedings 
whieh have been going on with this view on the East Coast of Africa, and it now appears 
‘that'similar operations are being further extended on the West Coast, so that on all sides 
this 'T'rafli¢ threatens to ‘disturb the legitimate commerce which had at last’ obtained a 
tirm footing amongst the natives. if 
In mentioning these matters to Count Walewski you will say that Her Majesty’s 
(iovernment earnestly hope that a final agreement may be come to without further delay 
hetween the two Governments, in accordance with the emphatic declarations of His 
“Majesty the Emperor, and that an end will be put to the emigration of Africans, which 


Wer Majesty’s Government can never look upon otherwise than as a disguised trade in 
slaves. 


Y 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


7 Inclosure in No. 256. 


FRANCE. 185 
No. 257. . 


sie Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 80.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, ! Paris, July 29, 1859. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatches Nos. 38 and 35 of the 9th and 25th 

, instants, I have the honour.to inform you that, in compliance with your Lordship’s 

~ instructions to bring the matters therein referred to under Count Walewski’s notice, I 

have placed in his Excellency’s hands two memoranda, stating the principal facts which 

your Lordship is desirous should be made known to him. 

: I have, &c. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 








No. 258. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 1, 1859, 
No. 259. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 37.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 27, 1859. 


1 TRANSMIT herewith, for your Excellency’s information, an extract of a letter 
from: Commodore Wise,* which has been communicated to me by the Admiralty, from 
which it would appear that the French Agents on the African coast have ceased to 


-procure emigrants from the neighbourhood of Cape Mount, in the territories of the 
_Republic of Liberia. . 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
pees 
No. 260. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 38.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 30, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT' to your Excellency, herewith, a copy of a letter from Rear- 
Admiral Sir H. W. Grey, the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty's Naval Forces on 
the African Station,} requesting, with reference to the instructions recently agreed upon 
between the British:and French Governments for the guidance of the Commanders of 
their respective cruizers,'in‘regard to the question of the Right of Visit, that he may be 
furnished with further definite instructions on the three following points :— 

1. In the event of a merchant vessel continuing to refuse to show her colours after 


* Class A, No. 347. . + Class A, No. 335. 
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the measures permitted by the 4th section of the Instructions have been exhausted ; 
what course is the Commanding’ Officer of a‘cruizer to pursue ?. \ 

2. Should the state of the weather, or the position of the vessels, make it impossible 
for a cruizer to send a boat on board a suspected vessel in the manner prescribed, is 
the Commanding Officer justified in compelling her to heave-to by firing guns ?,. 

3, If, on the examination of the papers of a suspected vessel, there, still appears 
reasonable ground for believing that the flag is fraudulently assumed, is the Visiting 
Officer debarred from making those inquiries which could alone bring out the truth 2 

I observe, on referring to the correspondence which "passed. between Your 
Excellency and my predecessor, in regard to the question of the Right of Visit, that the 
difficulties now pointed out by Admiral Grey, were foreseen and commented on, and 
that they formed the subject of correspondence between your Excellency and the French 
Government, when this question was under consideration, but that the Imperial Govern- 
ment were unwilling to adopt the modifications which you were instructed to suggest 
with the view to meet these «ifficulties. 

Your Excellency will perceive that Sir H. Grey states his opinion that if these 
points are left undecided, to be dealt with at the discretion of Commanding Officers, the 
chances of misunderstanding and of ill-founded complaints will be much increased. 

It is the earnest desire of Her Majesty’s Government to prevent, if possible, any 
misunderstandings or complaints that might arise in this matter, and I have accordingly 
to instruct your Excellency again to bring the points upon which Admiral Grey requests 
instructions, under the consideration of the Government of the Emperor, and you will 
request that some definite understanding may be come to on the subject. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 261. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 39.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, September 10, 1859. 

I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that I have received a confidential 
communication, to the effect that a French ship called the ‘“ Borée,” owned b 
M. Mourat, a Frenchman residing in France, and commanded by M. Laford, a Frenc 
subject, has recently sailed from Liverpool for Camaret, in France, with an ultimate 
nominal destination for the Portuguese Settlements on the coast of Africa, and that the 
nature of her cargo is such as to give rise to a suspicion that she is intended to be 
ails ny in the Slave Trade. rout 

er cargo is said to be composed of guns, pistols, knives, hatchets, printed cotton 
goods, and other articles adapted for the purpose, contained in ~~ packages. 
am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








No. 262. 


—_ Lord J. Russell to Eurl Cowley. 
(No. 40.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 10, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith, for your information, an extract of a 
despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British’ and 
Portuguese Commission established at Loanda,* containing information respecting the 
proceedings of French Agents in Africa in relation to the French free emigration 
scheme, and the injurious effect which those proceedings have had on the commerce and 
well-being of these countries. ! 


i; Tam, &e. 
(Signed) .. J; RUSSELL. 
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Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 6. Confidential.) . 


My Lord, Paris, September 18, 1859. 

I HAVE generally communicated to Count Walewski extracts from the different 
reports forwarded to me by your Lordship, relative to the working of the French 
scheme for procuring African labour. Yesterday Count Walewski placed in mv hands 
a note verbale, answering some of the allegations made against French Agents, of 
which I do myself the honour to inclose a copy. 

T have marked this d:spatch confidential, because Count Walewski particularly 
requested that in any correspondence which might be published by Her: Majesty’s 
Government, the note verbale. which he gave me should not be included. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 263. 
Note Verbale. 


LE Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique a communiqué au Gouvernement de 
’'Empereur, sous forme d’une note verbale, des informations provenant de la Céte 
Orientale d’Afrique, et ayant un caractire officiel, au sujet de recrutements de travailleurs 
effeetués sur les territoires du Sultan de Zanzibar par des batiments de commerce 
Frangais. 

Cette note tend 4 établir une similitude entre ces recrutements et des opérations de 
Traite, et résume en ces termes les différents points sur lesquels le Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesté Britannique croit devoir appeler, 4 raison des renseignements qu’il a recus, 
attention du Gouvernement de !"Empereur :— 

L’autorité du Sultan de Zanzibar, en ce qui concerne les efforts qw il fait pour remplir 
consciencicusement ses engagements Conventionnels avec le Gouvernement Britannique 
au sujet du commerce des esclaves, est 4 dessein méconnue par les navires Frangais ; 

Ces navires ne sont plus soumis a l’obligation d’avoir 4 bord un Délégué de l'Admi- 
nistration chargé de prévenir les irrégularités dans l'embarquement des noirs: on se 
procure ces noirs par un achat qui prouve qu'ils sont esclaves dans le vrai sens du mot 
et incapables de contracter un engagement volontaire pour servir dans les Colonies 
Frangaises; en certains cas, leur extréme jeunesse les met évidemment hors d’état de 
passer de semblables engagements ; 

Le recrutement irrégulier de noirs pour les Colonies Francaises se fait sur une trés 
grand échelle ; 

Il est protégé par les navires de guerre de la Marine Impériale ; 

Le commerce légitime en souffre partout, et s’en trouve méme par suite compléte- 
ment anéantis 4 Madagascar ; 

La reconnaissance en dernier lieu du Sultan de Zanzibar par le Gouvernement 
Francais et l’établissement dans ses eaux d’un Commandement Naval Francais spécial, 
loin de mettre un terme A de telles calamités auront pour effet, on le craint, de les 
perpétuer par la pression morale, si non matérielle, qu’on exerce sur le Sultan ; 

Les procédés des Agents Frangais en ce qui a trait au commerce des esclaves 
paraissent étre en contradiction avec la résolution de lEmpereur d’arréter les opéra- 
tions qui s’effectuaient A la Céte Orientale d’Afrique, et qui avaient motivé des 
représentations. 

La note verbale remise par son Excellence le Comte Cowley a été examinée avec 
l'attention prétée en toute circonstance aux communications du Cabinet de Londres, et 
c'est apres avoir pris tous les renseignements nécessaires pour étre édifié sur les faits 
qu’elle signale, qu’on va répondre aux assertions énumérées ci-dessus, selon l'ordre dans 
lequel elles ont été rémises. 

Il n’est pas exact de dire que les navires de commerce Francais ont méconnu a 
dessein le pouvoir du Sultan de Zanzibar dans leurs opérations de recrutement. Autoris¢s 
antérieurement 4 engager des noirs par voie de rachat, ils ont mi a profit-la facilité 
quils ont trouvée sur plusieurs points de la céte a racheter des mains des Scheiks 
Arabes des noirs qui étaient en tat d’esclavage, mais loin de vouloir. donner a ces 
opérations, légales jusqu’au moment oa I’mpereur en a prescrit interruption, le caractdre 
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d'une atteinte 4 l’autorité du Sultan de Zanzibar, ils ont chaque fois acquitté les droits 
de douane dus pour l’embarquement des enrélés. 

En ce qui concerne le fait que des Délégués de l’Administration Francaise ne 
surveilleraient plus les recrutements et le peu de moralité qui présiderait aux engage- 
ments, on est fondé 4 répondre que ces allégations perdent toute vraisemblance en 
présence des instructions précises et répétées émanées du Gouverneur de la Réunion 
a l’effet d’entourer le recrutement des garanties les plus sérieuses de moralité et d’en 
assurer en toute circonstance le contréle par des Agents spéciaux. 

Quant au nombre des enrélements irréguliers de noirs qui s’effectueraient pour les 
Colonies Frangaises, il est difficile qu’il ait été aussi considérable qu’on l’affirme, attendu 
que le recrutement par voie de rachat n’était permis par le Gouverneur de la Réunion 
que sur un trés-peu nombre de points déterminées, et qu’en outre Vautorisation de s’y 
rendre dans ce but n’était accordée que sous certaines précautions et 4 un nombre de 
navires trés-restreint. . 

L’allégation que les navires de guerre de la Marine Impériale protégeraient le 
recrutement irrégulier des noirs ne saurait étre admise un jnstant. Les engagements 
par voie de rachat étant licites jusqu’d la détermination prise Yannée derniére par Sa 
Majesté Impériale, ils ont en cffet di avoir lieu sous les yeux de navires de guerre 
Frangais, mais la présence de ccs bitiments, loin d’étre de nature 4 provoquer des obser- 
vations, témoignait de la surveiilance exercée en pareil cas, conformément aux intentions 
du Gouvernement Frangais. 

Aucun fait, aucun renscignement personnels ne Jui ont jusqu’ici révélé d’ailleurs le 
tort que les opérations du recrutement sont supposées avoir fait au commerce légitime, et 
il ne s’expliquerait guére ce préjudice d'aprés le petit nombre de points sur lesquels, 
ainsi qu’on I’a dit ci-dessus, les engagements par voie de rachat étaient autorisés. : 

Les apprehensions exprimées a l'occasion de la reconnaissance du Sultan de Zanzibar 
par le Gouvernement Impérial et du Commandement des Forces Navales Francaises 4 la 
Céte Orientale d'Afrique, dont un officier supérieur a été investi par une décision récente, 
ne subsisteront sans doute plus aprés les éclaircissements dans lesquels on ya entrer sur 
ces deux points. Le Commandement Naval dont il s’agit n’est pas une création nouvelle ; 
confondu antérieurement avec les fonctions de Gouverneur de la Réunion, il en a été 
détaché comme rentrant dans les attributions du Ministére de la Marine, lorsqu’on a 
distrait de ee Département le service des Colonies pour en faire un Ministre a part. Il 
n'y a done eu dans le fait signalé qu’une mesure motivée par un remaniement d’adminis- 
tration intérieure et n’ayant en elle-méme aucun sens particulier. A l’égard de la 
reconnaissance du Sultan de Zanzibar, l'interprétation qu’on Jui donne west justifiée par 
aucun des actes du Commandant de la Division Navale Francaise ou du Consul de Sa 
Majesté Impériale 4 Zanzibar. Ce dernier Agent n’est intervenu dans les différends du 
Sultan Seid Medjid avee son frére de Museate, Seid Towein, que pour conseiller un 
accommodement, alors que le Consul d’Angleterre, Mr. Rigby, tendait au contraire, par 
son attitude, 4 mettre obstacle 4 la reconciliation des deux fréres. On serait en mesure 
de fournir 4 ce sujet des détails trés précis, si on ne désirait éviter d’entrer ici dans 
des récriminations contre le Consul de Sa Majesté Britannique. Le Commandant de la 
Division Navale Frangaise n’a pas suivi une autre ligne de conduite que le Consul de 
'Empereur; il a tenu comme lui, dans les. rapports qu'il a été amené a avoir avec le 
Sultan, le langage le plus conciliant, et le plus conforme au respect di & son autorité. 
L’un et autre ont agi, en cela, selon les vues désintéressées du Gouvernement de 
'Empereur. La reconnaissance du Sultan de Zanzibar n’a été, pour ainsi dire, que la 
démarche ordinaire de courtoisie motivée par un avénement, et dont le Gouvernement 
de Sa Majesté Britannique s’est acquilté le premier comme il était naturel de le faire. 
Eile a été seulement retardée en ce qui concerne le Gouvernement de |’Empereur 
par des cireconstances indépendantes de sa volonté et tenant 4 l'éloignement de 
Zanzibar. 

En réponse, en dernier lieu, 4 ce qui est allégué de la contradiction apparente 
existant entre les ordres de l’Empereur et Jes actes des Agents de son Gouvernement, on 
fera observer qu’elle tient uniquement 4 la date 4 laquelle se rapportent les informations 
sur lesquelles la note verbale Anglaise a été rédigée. Jusqu’au commencement de la 
présente année, les opérations par voie de rachat étaient, en effet, parfaitement autorisées, 
et le Gouvernement Britannique n’avait pas été tenu dans ignorance de la maniére sg = 
de l’Administration Francaise 4 cet égard. Mais les instructions envoyées dans les 
premiers jours de Janvier ont formellement interdit pour l'avenir les entreprises de cette 
nature précédemment permises A la Céte Orientale d’Afrique. Seulement un certain 
nombre de navires déja partis, au moment ou ces ordres sont arrivés Ala Réunion, ont du 
poursuivre et terminer leurs opérations. Mais aucun autre bitiment n’a été ni ne sera 
autorisé 4 entreprendre des opérations de cette nature, et le Commandant des Forces 
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Navales de. Sa Majesté Imperiale a Ja Céte,Orientale d'Afrique sera de nouvean invité 
a tenir rigoureusement la main a J’exécution des, instructions..du Gouvernement. - 


. Chey) wa tht ‘ft if MV 
Septembre 1859. ' 
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No. 264. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 41.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, September 30, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith for your Excellency’s information a copy of a letter and of 
its inclosures from the Admiralty,* relative to the claim for compensation made by the 
owners of the French dhow “Fitima,” which was suspected of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and destroyed by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” in October 1858. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) | J. RUSSELL. 


ee 
No. 265. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 42.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, October 5, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith for your Excellency’s information a copy of a despatch 
from Dr. Livingstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quilimane, relative to the measures taken 
by French and Portuguese subjects to carry on the Slave Trade. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
ee 
No. 266. 


Mr. Grey to Lord J. Russell.—( Received October 18.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Paris, October 16, 1859. 
ON the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 38 of the 30th August, transmitting 
to me copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral the Honourable F. Grey in which he begs to 
be furnished with further instructions on certain points connected with the question of the 
Right of Visit, and instructing me again to bring these points under the consideration of 
the Government of the Emperor, in order that some definite understanding may be come 
to on the subject, I addressed a note to Count Walewski in the terms of your Lordship’s 
despatch. 
mK few days ago I received an answer from his Excellency of which your Lordship 
will find a copy inclosed herewith. Your Lordship will see that the French Government 
refuse, in terms which certainly might be more courteous, the proposal of Her Majesty’s 
Government to furnish the naval officers of the two countries with more defined 
instructions as to the right of stopping suspected ships. 
I have, &c. 
(In the absence of Earl Cowley,) 
(Signed) W. G. GREY. 





Inclosure in No. 266. 
Count Walewsk to Earl Cowley. 


M. le Comte, Paris, le 11 Octobre, 1859. 
VOTRE Excellence m’a fait lhonneur de m’adresser le 1 Septembre dernier, une 
lettre ayant pour objet d’appeler de nouveau l’attention du Gouvernement de l’Empereur 
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sur la necessité qu’il y aurait, selon le Cabinet de Sa Majesté Britannique, de fixer avec plus 


de précision que ‘ne le font lés' instructions ‘arrétées en commun rélativement au ‘droit’ “ 


d’enquéte du pavillon, la’ limite’ jusqu'a laquelle on peut ‘potsser l'exercice de ve ‘droit. 
J’ai, de concert avec M. le Ministre de la Marine, examiné cette communication. - Les * 
questions qu’elle pose, et qui étaient celles contenues dans les premiers themorandums 
que le Gouvernement de Sa. Majesté Britannique a échangés avec le Gouvernement de. 
l’'Empereur au sujet de l’enquéte du pavillon, et auxquels il a été successivement répondu, 
reproduisent au fond la proposition que le Cabinet de Sa Majesté Britannique nous a 
faite plus récemment, d'admettre en principe qu’un nayire de guerre a le droit de faire 
hisser le pavillon 4 un bitiment marchand. Or, le Gouvernement Britannique avait été 
d’accord avec nous pour reconnaitre que cette question ne pouvait étre résolue qu’en 
commun avec les Etats Unis, et que c’etait, en conséquence, a lui a en saisir d’aburd ce 
Gouvernement, Le Cabinet,de, Washington n’a cependant pas cru devoir s’expliquer a 
ce sujet. Le Congrés de ]’Union pourrait seul, en effet, résoudre une telle question, et il 
y a toute raison de penser qu’il ne le ferait pas,dans le sens désiré par le Cabinet de 
Londres. Du moment oi iln’y a plus déslors réellement lieu de compter sur une entente 
avec les Etats Unis, le Gouvernement de l’Empereur ne peut que persister dans l’opinion 
que les instructions déja adoptées en commun doivent, en étant exécutées loyalement et 
sans arriére pensée par les croiseurs des deux nations, suffire pour prévenir les dangers 
qui peuvent naitre des simulations de pavillon. “Aucune modification ne lui semble de 
nature a étre introduite opportunément dans le texte de ces instructions, tant que 
l’expérience n’en aura pas fait reconnaitre hautement la nécessité, et le Cabinet de Sa 
Majesté Britannique ne saurait certainement s’étonner si, aprés les justes réclamations 
qu’a trop souvent motivées de notre part, dans ces derniers temps, l’exercice du droit 
d’enquéte de pavillon a la Céte d'Afrique, nous croyons prudent de ne pas diminuer la 
responsabilité qui doit peser sur les Capitaines de bitiments de guerre qui, sous prétexte 
de réconnaitre le droit qu’a un bitiment de porter le pavillon qu'il arbore, le troublent 
inutilement dans ses opérations. 
Agréez, &c. 
(Signé) A, WALEWSKI. 








No, 267. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 43.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, October 6, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 39 of the 10th ultimo, I transmit herewith 
for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a letter and its inclosure, from the Board 
of ‘rade, containing information respecting the cargo of the French vessel “ Borée,” 
which had been suspected of being about to be employed in the Slave Trade, 
Lan, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 267. 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Hammond. 


Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, Whitehall, September 19, 1859. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
acquaint you, for the information of Lord John Russell, that their Lordships have 
instituted inquiries with regard to the nature of the cargo of the French ship “ Borée,” 
referred to in your letter of the 7th instant, and have received from the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Customs a detailed account of its contents, extracted from the Shipping 
Bills in possession of that Department. 

A copy of this account is inclosed for his Lordship’s information; in forwarding it, 
my Lords desire me to observe that the Commissioners have stated that “the cargo 
would appear to consist only of the articles usually exported to the coast of Africa for the 
purposes of barter,” and, under these circumstances, their Lordships will be glad to know 
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whether Lord John Russell would still wish that a communication should be made to 
Mr. Hutton on the subject. Nothing! is known of\Mr. Hutton at the Board * —s 


I have, &c. ! 
{> divs wank: wena nell (Signed) T. H. FARRER. 
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"1 Mond’ J. Russell to Earl: Cowley. i 
(No, 44.) iJ 
My Lord, |§ | “ Foreign Office, October 21, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith for your Excellency’s information a copy of a despatch 
from Captain Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment at Bombay, relative to the lave Trade on the East Coast of Africa. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Tnclosure in No. 268. 


a 
No. 269. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 45.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, November 5, 1859. 
I INCLOSE for your Excellency’s information a copy of a despatch from Her 


Majesty’s Consul at Martinique,* reporting the arrival in that island of the French steamer 
Stella,” belonging to MM. Régis, with 562 African immigrants. 


Tam, &e. 
; (Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
a_i esorunineesieesceierees 
No. 270. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 46.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, November 26, 1859. 


I INCLOSE for your Excellency’s information a ‘copy of a letter from the 


Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ a,” containing information relative to the 
proceedings of the French at Zantibat.t i , ‘ 


lam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
ese 
* No. 283, 
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Lord J. Russet} to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 47.) ff 3 He ate .?f ' 
Lord. Foreign Office, December 23, 1859.’ 
I INCLOSE, for your, Excellency’s information copies af two despatches and of 


their inclosures, from Lieutenant Lodder, the Acting British Consul at Lagos,* containing 


information relative to French proceedings at that place. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
1? 
SS 
No. 272. ‘ 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, January 4, 1860. 

IN my despatch No. 47 of the 23rd ultimo, I transmitted, for your Excellency’s 
information, copies of two despatches from the Acting British Consul at Lagos, relative 
to the proceedings of French agents at that place. 

Your Excellency will have observed that both King Docemo of Lagos, and the 
native traders established there, suspect that the factory, which it would appear that 
French agents are establishing at Lagos, is intended as a depot to assist'in carrying out 
the French emigration scheme. 

After the great pains that have been taken by Her Majesty’s Government to root 
out the Slave Trade from Lagos, an object which has not been accomplished without a 
considerable loss of British life, Her Majesty’s Government could not but witness with 
regret any attempt of French agents to carry out their emigration scheme from thence, 
or any proceedings on the part of French officers of the nature of those threatened by 
the Commander of the French steamer “ Renaudin.” 

Such proceedings, if carried out, could not fail to introduce crime and to check and 
injure legitimate commerce, and I have accordingly to instruct your Excellency to make 
known the views of Her Majesty’s Government on this subject to the French Govern- 
ment. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
————————— eee 
No. 273 
Mr. Grey to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 10.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Paris, Jauuary 9, 1860. 


I HAVE considered that I should best execute the instructions contained in your 
Lordship’s despatch No, 1 of the 4th instant to Earl Cowley, respecting the proceedings 
of French agents at Lagos, by drawing up a note to M. Baroche. on the subject, 
and I have accordingly the honour to inclose herewith copy of the note which I have this 
day addressed to his Excellency. 





I have, &c, 
(Signed W. G. GREY. 
Inclosure in No, 273. 
Mr. Grey to M. Baroche. 
M. le Ministre, Paris, January 9, 1860. 


HER Majesty’s Government are desirous of bringing to the notice of the Imperial 
Government the following circumstances, reported by Lieutenant Lodder, Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul at Lagos. 


* Nos. 39 and 40. 
Cuass B. 2C 
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. It appears from letters addressed by King/Docemo of Lagos 
that M. Louis Lamagniere, a French trader, established in that place, had been fined for 


vention of a public proclamation, and upon his refusing to the fine he ] 
foreed to-quit Lagaa ; that Siglhinen and a German, Gale sinatlar cranes 
had submitted to be ‘fined. "That on the 21st. October last, Ca isin, Barbotin, pf the 
‘Tmabétial wat-skeaingr’« Renigtidin,”‘accbinpanied "By M. Ti ‘ati M. Ayines,. the 
“Agent for the French factory, had’ an interview! With ‘Kin no,‘ duritig’ which; ‘ks 
well as subsequently ra the British Consulate!’ Captain" Widlent 







atbotin ‘used’! i 
la threaténi bring a number of ships of war and blow up the town of Lagos 
and ite’ gahabi h tHe fine in question were not remitted, and the French ra 
Miidieed. £%_ setae, ‘and MM. danes Sikenien threatened the King for having interfered 
with his Canoemen and Kroomen. 

The native traders, viewing these proceedings with alarm, and Captain Barbotin 
having publicly stated that the Imperial Government proposed placing a gun-boat in 
the Lagos river, the former addressed, on the 7th November, a letter to Her Majesty s 
Acting Consul, expressing their hope that this might not be done, and stating their‘féai 
that the French: traders\at Lagos might be attempting to establish a system \6f 
emigration similar to that pursued in other parts of the West Coast/of.Africa.. 1 | 
»14) This suspicion appears to be shared by the King, who, in writing to, Lieutenant 
Lodder, states that he has long suspected ‘the French factory, from its dimensions, to 
ba meant. for more than the mere exercise of a palm oil trade., et inn’ 

|. After the great pains that have been taken ..by Her Majesty’s Government. to. root 
out the Slave Trade.from Lagos, an object which has! not been accomplished without:a 
considerable loss of British life, Her Majesty’s Government.,could not but witness with 
regret any attempt of French agents to carry out their emigration scheme from that 
place, or any proceedings on the part of French officers of the nature of those threatened 
by the Commander of the “ Renaudin.” 

Such proceedings, if carried out, could not fail, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s 
Government, to introduce crime and to check and injure legitimate commerce; and I am 
accordingly instructed by Lord John Russell to make known to the Imperial Government 
the above views of Her Majesty's Government upon this subject. 





I avail, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. GREY, 
No. 274. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, r Foreign Office, January 26, 1860. 


I INCLOSE herewith for your Excellency’s information a copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Lawless, Her Majesty's Consul at Martinique,* reporting the arrival in that island, 
from the Coast of Africa, of the vessels “Splendid” and “Tigre,” with 846 negro 
immigrants. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J.-RUSSELL. 





No. 275. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 8, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith an extract of a letter from Rear- 
Admiral the Honourable Sir F. Grey,} stating that he has been informed that French 
ar ae about ce oer coer — to the Bonny and Calabar rivers, | 

have to instruct your Excellency to take an opportunity of requesting explanatio 
from, M.ide Thouvenel on this subject. pla — rs 


Your Excellency will state to the French Minister that, in .both the ‘Bonny; and 
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Calabar rivers, the native: Chibfe have inogo hotidted ‘Treaties ‘with the British: Government 
for;the entire suppression of the export of slaves, ard ifthe Freneh: in Boheme’ 
isto ‘be carried on from those rivets, the Chiefs must'sell their ows domestic slaves to the: 
French ‘Agents,’ fore on} or they imust ‘provare them from "the ‘neighbouring’ 
Ohiets' ‘by purchase, or by inaking ‘raids on the’ tribes'in their vicinity. “In either ease 
they will be’ violating their Treaty on Ne with this country, and the ‘hands that! 
are ‘now employed in procuring’ palm oil and other articles of native’ produce willbe! 
withdrawn from their peaceful ‘parsiite, to the great detriment of legitimate commerce; 
to'the detriment of British su who have a large amount of goods ‘out on credit in 


both of the abovementiuned rivers, and to the injury of the’ African rave. 





< Tam, &e)) i } 
(Signed) J.. RUSSELE}0“ 
No. 276, sa ied. i" i dear 
“ Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.(Received February 8.) sied 
(No, 2)° eel — 
ok Paris, February 7, 1860. 


M. THOUVENEL has placed in my hands a memorandum, of which the inclosed 
is a copy, in answer to the note which Mr. Grey addressed to M. Baroche on thé 9th 
ultimo, concerning certain proceedings at Lagos, in which a French merchant, 
M. Lamagniere, and the Commander of the French ship-of-war “Le Renaudin,” were 
engaged, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 276. 


Memorandum. 


M. LE CHARGE D’AFFAIRES de la Grande Bretagne a adressé a M. Baroche, 
le 9 Janvier, une communication relative & un incident concernant un négociant 
Frangais, M. Lamagniere, établi a Lagos, et qui paraissait avoir causé une certaine 
inquiétude a la population locale, par suite du langage attribué en cette circonstance a 
M. le Lieutenant de vaisseau Barbotin, Commandant le vapeur de Ja Marine Impériale 
le “Renaudin.” Les rapports déji parvenus 4 M. le Ministre de la Marine fournissent 
l’explication exacte des faits que le Gouvernement Britannique a cru devoir signaler a 
attention du Gouvernement de l’Empereur. 

En 1854, Mr. Campbell, Consul de Sa Majesté Britannique a Lagos, fit.de concert 
avec quelques négociants Anglais, Sardes et Hambourgeois, signer au Roi Docemo un 
Traité de Commerce, qui fut déclaré devoir étre applicable désormais a tous les négociants. 
Européens. Ce fut ce Traité qu’invoqua le Commandant du “ Renaudin” pour appuyer, 
lorsqu’il arriva & Lagos, la réclamation depuis longtemps pendante d’un de ses nationaux, 
M. Lamagniere. Cette réclamation se fondait sur les faits suivants: M. Lamagniere avait. 
établi une maison 4 Lagos et 4 Badagry, et sun commerce y prospérait quand il fut, a la 
fin de 1855, expulsé de Lagos par le Roi Docemo sous prétexte que ce Francais avait 
expédié 4 sa maison de Port Arthur une pirogue chargee de tafia et autres objets de traite, 
contrairement & une defénse du Roi qui avait fermer les’ chemins du cété de Jaboo.’' Or 
la pirogue avait été expédiée quatre jours avant la défense, et ne vontenait que’ des: 
provisions telles que du vin et de la Suine. En outre, et alors méme qu'elle eit contenu | 
des objets de négoce, M; La iere, non prévenu en temps utile, pouvait croire son 
commerce &l’abri de tout obstacle du moment oi il avait acquitté les droits” rits par 
lArticle IV du Traité du 27 Mars, 1854. (mn consentit sur ses réclamations A lui restituer 
la pirogue et les vivres' qu'elle contenait, mais il fut condamné a une amende de 100’ 
sacs de cauries, et c’est sur'son refus dela payer qu’il fut obligéde quitter Lagos‘au bout 
de huit jours, a l'investigation de Mr: Campbell. . Le’ Commandant du“ Renaudin” 
demanda, en consequence, du Roi Docemo que cette affaire’ fut oubliée; et que 
M. Lamagniere fut de nouveau autorisé 4 s’établir & Lagos; La seule’ réponse! ‘que: 
M. Barbotin’ put obtenir du Roi fut qu’il ne pouvait: rien ‘sans le concours ‘du ‘Consul 
Anglais dont: c’était l’affaire pe elle. Dans Pimpossibilité de s’expliquer une 'telle 
réponse,’ le~ Commandant du “ Renaudin ”’ dut ‘déclarer au Roi me 

2C2 


196, FRANCE: 


M., Lamagniere, du moment od on refusait régulidvement: justice a ses demandes,’ : 
revenir faire le commerce Lagos, et quele Roi demeurerait responsable de tout ce qui’ 
pourrait arriver aux; Frangais pendant l’absence) du “Renaudin.” M. le Lieutenanit.de 
vaisseau Barbotin n’hésita pas ailleurs a aller yoir Mr. Lodder, gérant du. Consulaé 
Britannique, dans l’espoir d’en obtenir quelque promesse de protection pour les intérdts 
Frangais quand le “Renaudin” se serait éJoigné. Quella’ que soit la courtoisie avec 
laquelle Mr, Lodder,a accueilli cette démarche, il s'est horné'&répondre que le Gouvernes 
ment de la Reine avait approuvé la conduite de Mr. Campbell,.que sans doute le Traité 
de 1854 était commun A tous les, Européens, mais que [’Agent Britannique ne pouvait 
leur accorder que Ja protection réclamée par I’humanité, leg-sujets, Britanniques jouissant 
d’un Traité particulier conclu en Juin 1859, entre le Commodore Wise et le Roi 
Docemo, 

Les éclaircissements qui précédent ne laissent done pas de doute que V'appui prété 
par le Commandant du “ Renaudin” aux réclamations dan de ses nationaux injuste-~ 
ment lésé n’ait été aussi modéré dans la forme qu’il se trouvait justifié au fond. 





No. 277. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. &.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 11, 1860. 

IT is my painful duty to call your attention to the increased and increasing 
prosperity of the Slave Trade, carried on between the West and East Coast of Africa 
and Cuba. 

It appears that the number of negroes introduced into Cuba last year was, 
according to actual information, 22,000, and according to estimate, 30,000. 

It appears further that United States’ capital nas been more and more employed in 
this Traffic. 

It is ascertained by repeated instances that the practice is for vessels to sail under 
the American flag. If the flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British 
eruizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though the equipment, the 
fittings, the water casks, and other circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave 
Trade venture, no American cruizer can touch them. The Master indeed often taunts 
the Captain of'a British cruizer with his impunity from capture. 

From the East Coast of Africa a most profitable Slave Trade is carried on, almost 
without interruption. 

It is such that a cargo of 1,000 slaves was lately embarked on board a single 
vessel, but the Captain, finding he had not provisions and water for so many, delibe- 
rately threw overboard 400 of these unhappy beings when he got out to sea. 

The Governments of France, the United States, Portugal, and Brazil, have co- 
operated with the Government of Great Britain with a view to put an end to this 
Traffic. 

The Government of Spain alone have persisted in sereening and favouring this 
trade. The corruption of Spanish official persons in the Island of Cuba is notorious. 
The price of connivance is publicly known, and many of these persons have returned to 
Spain, enriched by the gold they have amassed as the price of African blood. 

The engagements made by Spain with the British Government form part of the 
public law of Europe. 

In 1817, Spain concluded a Treaty with this country for the abolition of the Traffic 
in Slaves north of the Equator, and, in accordance with the stipulations of that ‘Treaty, 
the British Government paid to that of Spain the sum of 400,000/. to compensate Spanish 
subjects for losses which they might suffer as a necessary consequence of the abolition of 
the said Traffic. 

In 1835, a further Treaty was concluded by the Spanish Government with the 
Government of this country, by which Spain declared the Slave Trade to be totally and 
finally abolished in all parts of the world. Great Britain might enforce, by her own 
means, the observance of these ‘l'reatics. But humanity recoils at a war undertaken to 
impose humanity by force and bloodshed; every expedient ought to be tried before an 
appeal to this last part is made. 

Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, propose that the Ambassadors and Ministers of 
the Courts of France, the United States, Spain, Portugal, and Brazil; should be instructed 
to meet in London in the month of May or June of the present year, to consider what 
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measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade,..and finally provide for 
its total abolition. ; oeni eras) 


‘| Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared to lay before sucha Confetence ‘their 
views on this important but distressing subject. 1+ 


Lam, &c. 
i! (Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


SSE SSS: —— 
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No. 278. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—( Received February 12.) 
(No. 3.) r 


My Lord, Paris, February 11, 1860. 
M. THOUVENEL has placed in my hands, with a request that I would call your 
Lordship’s attention to the subject matter of it, a note verbale, of which I inclose a COPY», 
complaining-of the conduct of Mr. Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar. 
‘ T have, &c. 
: (Signed) COWLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 278. 
Note Verbale. 


LE Gouvernement de l’Empereur croit devoir appeler Vattention du Gouvernement 
de Sa Majesté Britannique sur la conduite regrettable que le Consul Anglais 4 Zanzibar, 
M. Rigby, a tenu dans une circonstance récente a l’égard d’un administré du Consulat 
Francais, M. Mas. 

Le navire Espagnol ‘‘ Caridad.” dont M. Mas était consignataire, étant arrivé a 
Zanzibar le 13 Novembre dernier, les papiers de ce bitiment avaient été déposés au 
Consulat Frangais, et aprés s’étre convaincu de leur régularité et de la légalité de 
Vopération commerciale pour laquelle la “Caridad” était envoyé a Zanzibar, le Consul 
de Sa Majesté Impériale avait chargé sa Chancellerie de l'expédition de ce navire. Mais 
les Autorités de Zanzibar firent des démarches répétées pour obtenir ia remise des 
papiers de ce batiment, afin, disaient-clles, de les montrer 4 M. Rigby, qui représentait 
la “Caridad ” comme venue & Zanzibar pour se livrer au Trafic des Noirs. Le Consul 
de France s’étant assuré, comme il le devait, qu’il n’en était rien, et ne pouvant admettre 
d’ailleurs que ses actes fussent soumis a un contréle autre que celui de son Gouverne- 
ment, a du nécessairement refuser de se dessaisir des papiers de la “Caridad.” Le 
Consul de Sa Majesté Britannique a fait alors placarder sur le batiment de la Douane de 
Zanzibar un écrit signé de lui par lequel il désignait M. Mas comme faisant le Trafic 
des Noirs, ct interdisait aux sujets Anglais d’avoir aucune relation avec ce négociant. 
Bien que rien dans les actes de M. Mas ne justifiait une semblable accusation, elle ne 
pouvait manquer de porter une grave atteinte 4 son crédit et a celui des deux maisons 
Frangaises de Marseilles dont il est le représentant. M. Cochet s’est donc vu dans le 
devoir de protester contre l’assertion de M. Rigby, et le lui a fait connaitre. Le 
Gouvernement de ’Empercur n’hésite pas a penser que celui de Sa Majesté Britannique 
ne saurait approuver l’attitude du Consul de la Reine dans cette affaire—attitude si 
opposée aux bonnes offices que les Agents des deux pays doivent au contraire s‘efforcer 
de se rendre réciproquement en toute circonstance, et qu’il le fera savoir 4 M. Rigby. 

Février, 1860. 





No. 279. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 21, 1860. 
WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No, 2.of the 7th instant, 1 have to 
observe that the memorandum communicated to you My ‘M. de Thouvenel does not 
contain any explanations or assurance with regard to the factory which is now in course 
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of ‘being, established at Lagos, and which it is rumoured is intended as'a dépét: to’ assist. 
in carrying out the French emigration scheme. get lndts tanteed, ad? 

Your Excellency will take an by soared of calling M. de Thouvenel’s attention to 
this matter, and you will state that Her Majesty’s Government would be glad to receive 
an assurance from the Imperial Government that French Agents will not be permitted 
to carry out their emigration scheme at those places where British enterprize and British 
capital have established and developed a flourishing and legitimate trade. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


SS 


No. 280. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 7.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, February 29, 1860. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 3 of the 11th instant inclosing 
a note verbale which was placed in your hands by M. de Thonvenel, complaining of the 
conduct of Colonel Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, in having caused a notice 
to be affixed to the walls of the Custom-house at that place, warning British subjects 
not to have any commercial dealings with a person named Buena Ventura Mas. 

I transmit to your Exccllency herewith copies of four despatches and of their 
Inclosures, from Colonel Rigby,* giving a full account of this transaction, which I received 
_— simultaneously with your Excellency’s despatch containing the French com- 
plaint. 

The following is Colonel Rigby’s version of this affair :-— 

On the 11th of November last, a brig, under Spanish colours, arrived at Zanzibar ; 
she had no name painted on any part of her hull; her rigging was disguised ; she carried 
eight guns on deck, which were not at the ports, but inboard for concealment ; she was 
not consigned to any house at Zanzibar, and had no cargo on board ; and it appeared 

“evident to every nautical person that she was equipped for the Slave Trade. It was 
also ascertained that this vessel had come from Eboo, a port in the Portuguese terri- 
tories on the East Coast of Africa, where the export of Slaves to Cuba, in vessels under 
the Spanish flag, is stated to have been carried on so extensively during the last few 
months as to have exhausted the supply of slaves. 

The Sultan of Zanzibar, on becoming aware of the facts which induced suspicions 
as to the character of this vessel, sent the Captain of one of his ships of war to inspect 
her papers, when, the Master of the Spanish brig having stated that he had delivered 
them to the French Consul, the Sultan sent the same officer to the French Consulate to 
desire that he might be permitted to inspect the ship’s papers, with a view to satisfy him- 
self of her country and character. 

The French Consul thereupon stated that the vessel, although under Spanish 
colours, was under French protection, and that he would not permit his Highness, or any 
of his authorities, to inspect her papers. 

At this stage of’ the proceedings Buena Ventura Mas, who it seems is a Spaniard, 
residing at Zanzibar, though calling himself a French subject, and who is stated to be a 
notorious slave-dealer, announced to the Sultan of Zanzibar his intention of proceeding 
in the Spanish brig to the port of Lamoo, situated on the East Coast of Africa, within his 
Highness’s dominions. 

M. Mas was thereupon told by his Highness that he would not permit the vessel to 
trade at any of his ports until the Commander had produced his papers, and satisfied the 
authorities that the vessel was a lawful trader. 

A further application was then made by the Sultan to the French Consul, insisting 
onhis right, as sovereign of the country, to satisfy himself of the character of every vessel 
coming to trade in his dominions, but the French Consul again refused to produce the 
ship’s papers, and the brig sailed to Lamoo, with M. Mas on board, inspite of the Sultan 
having prohibited her from trading with his dominions. 

As it is a matter of notoriety that the export of slaves for the Cuban market has 
been carried on to a considerable extent during the past year, from the East Coast of 
Africa, it cannot but be admitted that the refusal to produce this Spanish brig’s papers 
was calculated to give rise to just suspicions with regard to the nature of the voyage on 
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which the vessel was engaged ; and the character of M. Mas, the agent who proceeded 
in her to Lamoo, was not such as to allay those suspicions. 

Colonel Rigby states that about two years ago a brig called the “ Venus,” sailing 
under Spanish colours, touched at Zanzibar under the pretence of trading, and that 
M. Buena Ventura Mas embarked in her, and went to Lamoo where he procured 
500 slaves, whom he shipped in the “ Venus” for Havana. I may here observe, in 
corroboration of the above statement, that information received by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment from Mozambique and from Cuba, the Spanish brig “Venus” did actually land a 
cargo of slaves in that island in the year 1858, and that the slaves so landed had been 
procured from the East Coast of Africa. 

Colonel Rigby further states that he has been informed hy the Customs’ Master at 
Zanzibar, that only.a few months-ago M. Mas sent a slave-dealer to the port of Keelwa, 
within the Zanzibar dominions, and provided him with money to purchase slaves—that 
the slave-dealer, an Arab, by name Salim Jubram, accordingly purchased 424 slaves 
on account of Mas, but that, in consequence of the vessel which was to export them 
having become disabled at sea, the slaves were, by order of Mas, taken to Lamoo, and 
that of the number originally purchased, only 199 survived the transfer from one port 
to the other, the remainder having died, and the survivors having been sold at Lamoo by 
order and on account of M. Mas. 

It moreover appears that Mas obtained the money which he employed in his slave 
speculations at Keelwa, surreptitiously from a M. Bérard, a Frenchman, who is esta- 
blished as a merchant at Zanzibar, and who is stated to bear a strictly honourable 
character; and that M. Bérard, on learning that Mas was employing the money he 
had advanced in the purchase of slaves, repudiated the transaction. 

M. Bérard informed Colonel Rigby that he did not complain to the French Consul 
because the latter would not attend to any complaints against M. Mas, but he stated 
that he had sent complaints to his own Government against M. Cochet, the French 
Consul, for undue partiality shown to Mas, to the prejudice of his, M. Bérard’s, firm ; 
and M. Bérard added that the Slave Traffic carried on by Mas is most injurious to the 
French trade at Zanzibar, as, with the profits arising from it, Mas is enabled to prevent 
any competition against him in the purchase of produce for shipment to France. 

It was under the circumstances which [ have described that Her Majesty’s Consul 
issued the warning to British subjects which has given rise to the complaint of the 
French Government. 

Her Majesty’s Government feel convinced that, when M. de Thouvenel placed the 
note verbale in your Excellency’s hands, the Imperial Government could not have been 
aware of the true character of Mas, and the nefarious transactions in which he has been 
engaged. ; 

If, as Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt is the case, Colonel Rigby’s account 
of this affair is correct, Mus has, by his slave dealings, not only violated the laws of the 
country in which he is residing, but also the laws of France; and Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment feel assured that, whether he be a Spanish or French subject, his proccedings will 
not be either countenanced or supported by the Imperial Government. 

It is not the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to make any comments on the 
conduct of the French Consul at Zanzibar in employing in his Consulate, and giving his 
official support to, a person who has been notoriously engaged in the Traffic in Slaves, 
a conduct which can hardly be supposed to meet the approval of the French Govern- 
ment; but there is another matter with regard to hich it may perhaps be oppor- 
tune that you should request explanations from M. de Thouvenel. 

In the “Moniteur de la Colonisation” of the 27th of January of last year, an 
official announcement appeared, to the effect that the Imperial Government had given 
directions that the recruitment of negro labourers on the East Coast of Africa for the 
colony of Réunion should be abandoned. 

Your Excellency will perceive, from Colonel Rigby’s despatches, that, up to the 
latest dates French vessels have been engaged in shipping negroes clandestinely from 
the dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, in violation of the laws of Zanzibar, and 
in opposition to the wishes of the Sultan. 

Her Majesty’s Government cannot doubt that these proceedings have taken place 
contrary to the desire of the Imperial Government, and they feel confident that steps 
will be taken by the Imperial Government to put an end to these transactions. 

I am, &c. 


(Signed ) J. RUSSELL. 


rn 
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No. 281. 


Consul Lawless to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 3.) 
(No. 2.) 


My Lord, St. Pierre, Martinique, April 2, 1859. 


I HAVE the hononr to acquaint your Lordship with the arrival at this Island of 
another of Messrs. Régis’s vessels, the “ Dahomed,” with labourers from the coast of 
Africa. This vessel sailed from Loango, on the west coast, on the 5th of February last, 
with 407 male adults, 86 female adults, and 31 non-adults, of both sexes. 

She arrived in Fort de France Bay on the 25th ultimo, and landed two days 
afterwards 335 men, 79 women, and 26 non-adults, of both sexes. 

It follows that the mortalities on board during the voyage, comprised 72 men, 
7 women, and 5 non-adults, and several deaths, I] am informed, occurred subsequently 
among them, before they had been made over by Messrs. Régis’s agent here to the 
Commissary of Immigration. 

The labourers brought by the “ Dahomed” were recruited at Congo and Loango, 
and the mortalities referred to appear to have occurred almost exclusively among 
those embarked at the last-mentioned place. Dysentery seems to have been the disease 
which proved so fatal to these poor creatures. The “Dahomed” is an iron vessel, of 260 
tons, French register, built at Glasgow, and she is provided with an auxiliary screw 
engine, which the total want of fucl prevented her from using during the voyage from 
the coast to this island. To this regrettable circumstance may be attributed, no doubt, 
the excessive mortality on board, for it seems that the disease, which proved so destruc- 
tive, although it broke out shortly after the ship sailed from Africa, appears to have made 
most of its victims during the last ten or twelve days of the passage. 1 have been 
informed that the Master states in his report, that calms proved the principal cause of 
his being so long on the voyage to this island. 

The ship “Ville d’Aigues Mortes,” whose arrival here, with African Immigrants 
for Messrs. Régis, | had the honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch of the 13th 
of December last (No. 5), sailed from this port on the 26th ultimo, for the vowed purpose 
of introducing into this colony a further supply of African labourers ; and I learn that the 
“Dahomed” also is at this moment preparing to return to Africa on a similar mission.” I 
have the honour to inclose herewith a note of the principal articles which the “Ville 
d'Aigues Mortes” embarked here as sea stores. Among other things procured in this 
island are included 40,000 feet of pitch pine lumber, for the construction of the huts or 
“baraques” which it seems that Messrs. Régis are about to have erected on the coast 
for the reception of the labourers recruited by their agents there. If credit can be given 
to the assertions of the person who is their representative in this island, Messrs. Régis 
have no intention of abandoning their project for the introduction of African labourert 
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into the French possessions in those seas ;but “the recruitment is in futtire ‘to ‘be car- 
ried’ on ‘at’ certain points only of the ‘coast,’ and’ subject’ to new regulations, and the 
supervision of an agent of the French Government.’ °° 
"| feel béund to mention, in conclusion, that the “Dalomed” appears to have been 
rovided with a properly qualified ‘medital man, and that the Immigrants seem to have 
feel attended to on board as well as’ was possible under the circumstances. 


ve, &c, 
(Signed) WM. LAWLESS. . 





Inclosure in No. 281. 


Nore of Sea Stores shipped at Martinique on board of the French ship “ Ville d’Argues Mortes,” bound to 
the West Coast of Africa. 


221 barrels of beans (haricots). 
212 5 Indian corn. 
150 8 cassava (farine de manioc). 
50 8 beef. 
70 me pork. 
50 tierces of rice. 
1,300 lbs. of biscuit. 
6,000 litres of rum (1,350 gallons, about). 
6 tierces of lime. 
6 % coffee. 
15 casks of Marseilles wine. 
&e. &e. &e. 


St, Pierre, Martinique, April 2, 1859. 





No. 282. 


Consul Lawless to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 2.) 
(No. 3.) 


My Lord, St. Pierre, Martinique, May 12, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of the departure from this port, on 
the 10th instant, of the screw steamer “Dahomed,” belonging to the firm of Messrs. 
Régis of Marseilles, whose arrival at this island with African immigrants I had the 
honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch of the 2nd ultimo. 

I have been informed that the “ Dahomed’s” destination just now is Congo and 
Loango, on the coast of Africa, at which places she is to embark another cargo of 
Africans for conveyance to this colony, or to the neighbouring Island of Guadaloupe. 
The departure in the “ Dahomed” of the Government Delegate, who accompanied the 
immigrants introduced by the vessel on a late occasion, seems to confirm the above 
eport. 

. I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. LAWLESS. 





No. 283. 
™ Consul [.awless to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 1.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, St. Pierre, Martinique, September 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to peg for the information of your Lordship, the arrival at 

Fort de France, in this island, 0 the auxiliary screw steamer “ Stella,” from the Coast of 

sia. ng African immigrants. This vessel sailed from Loango, on the West 
ss B. »D 
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is op dvhave, &e. a i 
(Signed) WM. LAWLESS. 





No. 284, 
. Consul Lawless to Lord J; Rusvell:-( Received: November 1.) 
(No. 14.) ‘ 
My Lord, ‘St. Pierre, Martinique, September 29, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of the arrival at this island of the 
French ship “‘ Admiral Baudin,” from Shanghai, with 329 male,.and 2 female adults. 

' The “ Admiral Baudin’s” official registered measurement is 502 tons. 355 passen- 
gers were taken on board in China, but of this number 24 died during the voyage, which 
ee een 

This is the first importation of Chinese labourers into this island; and it has been 
made by the firm of Messrs. Malevois and Co., who have since contracted with the French 
Government for the introduction of a further supply of the above-mentioned class of 
immigrants to this island and to Guadaloupe, on terms which I have not yet learned. 
Another vessel, ‘belo: to the same firm, brought a cargo to Guadaloupe, but it seems 
that the planters of that island are not disposed to receive favourably Uhinese immi- 

nts 5 only a very small portion of the cargo was taken up at Guadaloupe. After a 
delay of some weeks the Governor of that cclony was obliged to degpatch the, remainder 
in'a war steamer to this island, where they immediately found employment, notwith- 
standing ‘the rather onerous conditions of the engagément, obligatory in the,case of this 
class of labourers. I'shall have the ‘honour of forwarding to your Lordship, on a future 
occasion, a copy of the engagement réferred to, and a statement, of the charges 
attendant upon the introduction into the colony of those immigrants, which I have not 
yet been able to proctire. 

The number of Chinese received trom Guadaloupe amounts to 225, forming a totat 
of 556 introduced into this colony. ; ' 

( T have, &c. 

(Signed) WM. LAWLESS. 
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eiks Consul Lawless to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 20, 1860.) 
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One of these ships, the “‘ Splendide,” to the firm of Régis and Co. of Marseilles, 
the other, the “Tigre,” has’ been for the account of two wealthy planters of this 


colony. 

Tas taper -emesl has come from Loango, and the latter from Gabou. - 

The total number of Africans landed here from both vessels is stated to be 846, but 
the number embarked in Africa I am not as yet acquainted with. I shall have the 
honour of transmitting to your Lordship by the next mail further particulars connected 
with these vessels. 

I have, &c. 


VDA Ogee WM. LAWLESS. 
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JOHANNA. 
No. 286. 
™ Consul Sunley to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received February 28.) 
(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Johanna, July 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of despatch No. | of the 26th October 
last, acquainting me that renewed instructions would be given to the Storekeeper at 
Mauritius to send the Sultan of Johanna fifty soldier's coats. ; 

I beg to inform your Lordship that I have received fifty soldiers’ coats from the 
Deputy Commissary-General at Mauritius, and have delivered them to the Sultan of 
Johanna, whose receipt I now inclose. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SUNLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 286. 
Receipt. 


Johanna, July 31, 1859. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE to have received from Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, 
through William Sunley, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at the Comoro Islands, 
fifty soldiers’ coats. 

(Signature of the Sultan of Johanna.) 
Witnesses to signature : 

JosEPH Minton, Master of the ship “ Thomas Fielden.” 

W. Exuis H. Joszrn, Secretary to H. M.'s Consul at the Comoro Islands. 
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MEXICO. | | 
No. 287. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Mathew. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 28, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT, for your information, the accompanying copies of a letter and its 
inclosures from Commander Hewett, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,”* reporting the 
circumstances under which he had seized and sent to Vera Cruz, for adjudication, the 
Mexican barque “ Laura,” for being equipped for the Slave Trade. 

Although it is probable that the case of the “ Laura” will have been adjudicated 
in the Mexican Courts before this sae reached you, I think it right that you should 
be furnished with a copy of Commander Hewett’s report; and I have at the same time 
to acquaint you that, according to advices received by Her Majesty’s Government, the 
‘¢ Laura” sailed from New Orleans fully equipped for, and was destined for employment 
in the Slave Trade. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
a 
No. 288. 
Mr. Mathew to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Mexico, November 29, 1859. 


ON the 4th of November last I received intelligence from Vera Cruz that, on the 
17th of October, Lieutenant Pitman, of Her Majesty’s ship “Archer,” had arrived at 
that port from the Coast of Africa in charge of the Mexican barque “ Laura,” which 
had been captured as a slaver. 

In conformity with his instructions, Lieutenant Pitman, after an interview with 
Mr. Consul Giffard, delivered over the “ Zaura” to the Local Authority, who placed 
the matter for adjudication in the hands of the district Judge. 

From a subsequent despatch addressed to me by Lieutenant Pitman, it would 
appear that there is a possibility of the case being given against the captors, and that 
it would have to be carried to the Supreme Court of Justice of the Republic. 

I beg to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of an official communication 
which I! addressed to the officer in charge of the “ Laura” upon this question, as well 
as upon the advisability of his leaving it in the hands of Her Majesty’s Consul, should 
he, in conformity with his instructions, be compelled to leave for England. 

I also addressed a despatch to Mr. Gould upon the subject, and I yet hope the 
matter may be satisfactorily arranged. 

As regards the vessel herself, 1 may add that, in a private letter which | received 
from Mr. Giffard, it is stated she went to pieces in one of the late gales. 

Tt was not impossibly in connection with the case of the “Laura” that I received 
from the Government here the inclosed note, which | have the honour of submitting to 
your Lordship’s consideration. 

Should the statement “therein contained of letters of marque being granted to 
slavers under the Mexican flag be correct, some cluc as to the origin of the “Laura's” 
papers may be arrived at. 


* Class A, No. 382. 
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By the next, “Tennessee,” I shall take the opportunity of transmitting to Her 
Majesty’s Minister, at Washington, a copy of his Excellency Senhor Munos Ledo’s 
note. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE B. MATHEW. 





Inclosuré ‘1 in No. 288. 
Mr. Mathew to Mr. Gould. 


Sir, Mexico, November 23, 1859. 

I HAVE heard with great surprise that doubts are supposed to exist with regard 
to the condemnation of the “ Laura,” and I teel it right to instruct you to communicate 
confidentially with the constitutional Authorities at Vera Cruz on the subject. 

The matter is one of common rumour here, to the great apparent satisfaction of 
those in power in this capital, the alleged intentions of the Judge, and the personal 
reasons said to influence him, as well as the supposed source of the fraudulent papers, 
are freely mentioned. The probability that I shall be compelled to appeal to the 
Supreme Court here is received as a matter of party triumph. 

I am, I own, at a loss to imagine on what grounds so clear a case can be in doubt, 
and still more so to supply an excuse for the apparent delay in pronouncing 
judgment. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE B. MATHEW. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 288. 
Mr. Mathew to Lieutenant Pitman. 


Sir, Mexico, November 23, 1869. 

I BEG to acknowledge your despatch of the 19th instant, relative to your proposed 
departure from Vera Cruz. 

It appears to me that some official communication, through Mr. Giffard, might be 
easily arranged, so as to insure you from any impediment to your departure owing to 
the necessity of appeal to any higher Court. This, however, I conceive, must be clearly 
understood. I am not aware what steps would have been requisite in the event of the 
condemnation of the “ Laura,” as a better sale for her would have probably been found 
in any English Colonial port; but, as I am informed she has gone to pieces in the late 
gale, I conclude that this point cannot bear on the question of your departure, which I 
feel assured is well left to your own judgment. 


_  Thave, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE B. MATHEW. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————S 
No. 289. 
Mr. Mathew to Lord J. Russell.— (Received February 1, 1860.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Mexico, December 27, 1859. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul in Yucatan, under date of the 28th November, with regard to the seizure 
of the ship ‘“‘ Catarina” as a slaver. 

The Government at Vera Cruz, whose rule extends over that province, 
orders for her transmission to that port. 

M. Regil y Peon intimates that many vessels, coming from the United States, have 
recently been fitted out for the African Slave beige ge 

ave, &c, 


(Signed) GEORGE B. MATHEW. 


have given 
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Inclosure in No. 289. 
Vice-Consul Peon to Mr. Mathew. 


Sir, Merida, November 28, 1859. 


IN compliance with my duty, I beg to inform you that the ship “ Catarina,” having 
been seized on the coast of this Peninsula, upon suspicion of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, the competent Authority has decided upon placing her at the disposal of the 
District Court of Vera Cruz, in conformity with the stipulations. 6f the Treaty celebrated 
Hs the month of June, 1843, between Her Majesty’s Government and that of this 

epublic. 

r According to the declaration of the boatswain the vessel in question is American, 
as were also her crew; and they sailed from New York for Africa, from whence 
they came to the coast of the Island of Cuba, where they succeeded in landing 
800 negroes. 

The captain and mate have not been apprehended, the Authorities having only 
secured the Boatswain, and two sailors, Greeks by birth, but naturalized citizens of the 
United States. \ 

The Government of this State, on rendering an account of this affair to the 
Supreme Constitutional Government, have, I am assured, requested that the vessel might 
not be sent to Vera Cruz, although judged there, but that, after being condemned, she 
should be sold at Sisal, and the proceeds'applied to meet the many exigencies of the 
Administration. 

I have reason to fear, that as Sisal is an open and unprotected port, and 4s, to save 
expense, there may not be a sufficient guard on board, the said vessel may disappear 
some night in derision of the fulfilment of the law. 

T also avail myself of this opportunity to bring to your knowledge, although 
without being able to vouch for the truth of the assertion, that I am told some vessels 
have lately fitted out at the port of Campeachy for the Coast of Africa, and that some 
of them return to the abovenamed port, after having landed negroes on the Island of 
Cuba. At this moment, it is said there is a barque there waiting for a crew from the 
Havana, in order to set sail in the prosecution of this illegal and abominable 
‘Traffit.’ 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) PEDRO DE REGIL Y PEON. 





No. 290. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Mathew. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 6, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter from 
Commodore Edmonstone,* reporting the capture, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Arrogant,” of 
the brigantine “ El Rosarito,” fitted out for the Slave Trade, and sailing under Mexican 
colours, but without any papers of nationality. f 

am 


, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Class A, No. 399. 
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No. 291. 


an Consul Giffard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 2.) 

0. 1.) 

My Lord, Vera Cruz, November 1, 1859. 
‘I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship the arrival here, on the 17th 

ultimo, of the Mexican barque “ Laura,” detained on the 10th of August on the coast of 

Africa, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” for being euplayed in Slave Traffic. 

Lieutenant R, Pitman, R.N., of the “ Archer,” who her in charge, lost no time, 
pursuant to his instructions, in making her over to the Governor of the State, who, at his 
request, has placed the case, in accordance with the Treaty, into the hands of the judicial 
authority for adjudication; and the evidence appears to me to be so clear against that 
ship, that I have no doubt of her prompt condemnation. 

I need scarcely add that I have given Lieutenant Pitman all the advice and 
assistance in my power on the occasion. 

I have, . 


(Signed) GIFFARD. 


( 209 ) 


MUSCAT. (Consular)—Zanzibar. 


No. 292. 


Captain Rigby to Lord J. Russell_—(Received October 25.) 
(No. 3.) 


My Lord, Zanzibar, September 1, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying 


copies of two* despatches No. 7 of 1859 and No. 8 of 1859, which I have this day 
addressed to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for India. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 
Inclosure in No. 292. 
Captain Rigby to Sir C. Wood. 
Sir, Zanzibar, September 1, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that an extensive Slave Trade is being carried 
on at the port of Eboo, situated on the East Coast of Africa, within the Portuguese 
territories, in about 12° south latitude, and with the full knowledge and connivance 
of the Portuguese Authorities of that port. 

2. I was informed by the Commander of a vessel which visited Eboo about two 
months ago, that whilst at anchor there a large vessel approached the port, and mistaking 
his vessel for a British cruizer, hoisted American colours and stood out to sea, but soon 
afterwards, having ascertained that it was not a ship-of-war in the port, returned under 
Spanish colours, and commenced shipping slaves for Cuba; this vessel carried a large 
crew and was armed with guns. 

3. About a month ago letters were received here from Eboo, stating that two large 
slavers, under Spanish colours, had arrived at that port, and after making contracts and 
all arrangements for receiving cargoes of slaves, had stood out to sea, and were to return 
in about 20 days to ship the slaves. 

4, On these occasion the slave-ships, having previously made all arrangements with 
local agents, seldom remain more than a few hours in the port; some spot on the coast is 
agreed upon, the slaves and provisions are collected there at the appointed time, and 
within a few hours after the arrival of the slaver, they are all shipped, and the vessel 
leaves the coast. 

5. The slaves which are provided at the Portuguese port of Eboo are taken by land 
a few miles to the south, and shipped in a small bay called Poona; it is described 
as having a very narrow entrance, and ships inside it cannot be seen by a vessel out at 
sea. 

6. I have received authentic information that, on the 24th of August, a large 
American ship, under Spanish colours, shipped 1,200 negroes for conveyance to Cuba 
from a bay a few miles to the south of Eboo, and that all the boats belonging to Eboo 
were employed in conveying them to the ship; and also that the Portuguese Governor of 
Eboo received a fee of 10 dollars for each negro embarked, part of which amount he 
distributes amongst the various officials of the port. 


* Only one received at the Foreign Office. 
Crass B. 25 
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7. The Commander of the Hamburg vessel is very anxious that it should not 
transpire that he furnishes me with information regarding this Slave Trade, as he trades 
with the Portuguese territories in the Mozambique Channel to collect produce for a 
Hamburg house here, and it would make the authorities at Eboo hostile to him. 

8. I believe his Excellency the Governor-General of Mozambique to be entirely 
ignorant of the Slave Trade carried on at Eboo; he has been very zealous in putting a 
stop to the export of slaves from the port of Mozambique. 





TI have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 
No. 293. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Lord J. Russell_—(Received February 9.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Zanzibar, November 21, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the accompany- 
ing copies of two despatches, marked No. 9 of 1859, dated 19th instant, and No. 10 of 
1859, dated this day, which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for India. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 293. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Sir C. Wood. 


Sir, Zanzibar, November 19, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to report, for your information, the following circumstances 
which have recently occurred at this port :— 

2. On the 14th instant a brig arrived here under Spanish colours ; no name was 
painted on any part of the hull; the rigging was disguised, she carried cight guns on 
deck, they were not at the ports, but inboard for concealment; she was not consigned to 
any house here, and had no cargo on board, and it appeared evident to every nantical person 
that she was equipped as a slaver. It was also ascertained that this vessel had come 
from Eboo, a port in the Portuguese territories on the East Coast of Africa, where the 
export of negroes to Cuba in vessels under the Spanish flag has been carried on so 
extensively during the last few months that the supply is exhausted, and it is reported 
that the inhabitants of that place have even disposed of most of their domestic slaves 
to supply the demand. 

3. His Highness the Sultan, on becoming aware of the suspicious character of this 
vessel, sent the Captain of one of his ships of war to inspect her papers, and the 
Commander of the Spanish brig having stated that he had delivered them to the French 
Consul, his Highness sent the same officer to the French Consulate, to desire that 
he might be permitted to inspect the papers with a view to satisfy himself of her 
country and character. The French Consul stated that the vessel, although under the 
Spanish flag, was under French protection, and that he would not permit his Highness, 
or any of his authorities, to inspect the papers. 

4. The following day a Spaniard who is residing here, a notorious slave agent, by 
name Buona Ventura Mass, who calls himself a French subject, called on his Highness 
and stated his intention of proceeding in this vessel to the port of Lamoo, situated on 
the East Coast of Africa, within his Highness’ dominions. His Highness told him that 
he would not permit the vessel to trade at any of his ports until the. Commander had 
produced his papers, and satisfied the authorities here of her being a lawful trader. 

5. His Highness then made another application to the French Consul, insisting on 
his sovereign rights to satisfy himself of the character of every vessel coming to trade 
in his dominions. The French Consul again refused to produce the papers, and 
his Highness’ private Secretary informs me used very abusive and threatening language 
towards his Highness. 

6. This morning the Spanish brig sailed for Lamoo with the Spanish slave agent on 
board, in spite of the prohibition of his Highness against trading at his ports. -His 
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Highness has, therefore, despatched his new corvette “Iskunder Shah,” 22 guns, to 
watch this vessel, and prevent her embarking slaves from his dominions. : 

7. About two years ago the brig “ Venus,” under Spanish colours, came to this 
port under the pretence of trading; the individual Buona -Ventura Mass embarked 
in her and went to Lamoo, under the pretence of procuring a cargo, and he there 
procured 500 negroes, and shipped them in the “ Venus,” and that vessel carried them 
direct to Havana, having sold all her anchors and cables before sailing from Lamoo. 
The French Consul at this port, although fully aware of Buona Ventura Mass’ 
character, protects him, and for some time resided in his house. : 

8. His Highness the Sultan shows himself on every occasion most anxious to 
faithfully act up to his Treaties with the British Government for the suppresion of the 
Slave Trade; but he states that if Spanish slavers are permitted to come to his ports, 
and he is threatened with the armed interference of the French whenever he endeavours 
to satisfy himself of the character of such vessels, it will be impossible to prevent the 
Traffic in negroes from his ports on the coast of Africa. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 293. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Sir C. Wood. 
Sir, Zanzibar, November 211859. 
WITH reference to my despatch to your address, No. 9, dated the 19th instant, 
reporting that a notorious slave agent, by name Buona Ventura Mass, a Spaniard 
residing here under French protection, had gone in a slave-brig under Spanish colours 
to the port cf Lamoo, in contempt of the authority of his Highness the Sultan, I have 
the honour to state that the Customs’ Master of this port has since informed me that 
Buona Ventura Mass, some months ago, sent a slave-dealer to the port of Keelwa, 
situated on the Coast of Africa, within the Zanzibar dominions, and provided him with 
a sum of 9,000 German crowns to purchase slaves. That the slave-dealer, an Arab, by 
name Salim Jubran, accordingly purchased 424 slaves at Keelwa, on account of 
Buona Ventura Mass; that the ship which was expected to embark them became 
disabled at sea, and that, in consequence, the slaves were, by order of Mass, taken 
from the Port of Keelwa, situated about 9° south latitude, to the port of Lamoo, 
situated in about 2° 30” south iatitude; that of the 424 slaves 225 died, and 
the surviving 199 slaves were re-sold at Lamoo, by order and on account of Buona 
Ventura Mass; that there was a loss on the transaction of about 5,600 dollars, and 
that Buona Ventura Mass has now aclaim pending against a M. Berard, a French 
subject residing here, to reimburse him for the half of this loss, as he states they were 
in partnership in the transaction. 

2. The French Consul at this port, although fully aware of this Slave Traffic on 
the part of the French subjects, or persons residing here under French protection, takes 
no steps to prevent it, and, by his conduct to the Sultan respecting the Spanish brig 
lately in this port, appears determined to afford French protection to slavers under the 
Spanish flag. 

3. His Highness has been so insulted and menaced by the French that he is afraid 
to act decidedly in cases concerning French subjects; but he severely punished the 
Arab slave-dealer, Salim Jubran, for purchasing davon on account of Mass. 

4, Salim Jubran has to-day confirmed to me all the circumstances as stated to me 
by the Customs’ Master, and he produced several letters, the following extracts from 


which show the nature of the Slave Traffic in which Buona Ventura Mass and M. Berard 
are engaged. 


Extract from a letter from Saad Jubran, at Zanzibar, to Salim Jubran, at Keelwa, 
dated Ist Safr (10th September, 1858). 


“Oh Salim, M. Mass says to you, that he will send you money by the hand of 
Amber boo Bukr ; he will mention the amount when he sends it; and M. Mass says to 
you, ‘purchase six hundred slaves quickly, quickly’ ; the ship will soon arrive ; of every 
100 slaves let ten slaves be females, and of the 600 slaves, sixty must be females, for 

2E 2 
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the Government at Bourbon insist that ten slaves of every 100 shall be females, or they 
will not accept them. This he tells me to write to you, and I inform you of it. And if 
you have not money enough to purchase the slaves draw a bill on M. Mass. 

(Signed) “Saap JUBRAN.” 


Extract from a letter from Saad Jubran, at Zanzibar, to Salim Jubran, at Keelwa, 
dated 19th of Safr (38th September, 1858). 


“ After compliments. 


‘“*M. Mass salutes you, and desires me to say that his plans are disarranged ; that 
his ship, which he sent to Bourbon, put back from sea, and did not reach Bourbon. 
The Captain told him she sprung a leak, and, in consequence, M. Mass desires me to 
direct you about the slaves which you have. The full grown ones, which suit Europeana, 
sell at Keelwa, and the remainder, the young ones, such as suit the local markets, and 
the Sowahil, and the markets of Arabia, convey to Benadir and Sowahil (the small 
ports on the mainland, to the north of Zanzibar, are thus termed) wherever you think 
advisable. Hire boats for their conveyance; bunt call at Zanzibar on the passage, in 
order that you and M. Mass may arrange together. And he told me to urge you 
earnestly to hire the vessels for Benadir; do not delay, for he will certainly send a ship 
to Benadir; so when you arrive he will make arrangements. This is his wish, and by 
his command I write to you. 


(Signed) “Saap JUBRAN.” 


Extract from a letter from Buona Ventura Mass, at Zanzibar, to Salim Jubran, at 
Lamoo, dated 6th of Jummadi el Awul (13th December, 1858). 


“And oh, Salim, when you took leave of me J told you to deliver some slaves to 
Allmass, such as suit the markets of Benadir; and now two months have elapsed, and 
you have not informed me how many slaves you have delivered to him, and how many 
slaves you have remaining; it is as if you were the master (or lord of the property), as 
if I were your agent. 


(Signed) “Buona VentTuRA Mass.” 


Extract from a letter from Buona Ventura Mass and A. Berard, at Zanzibar, to Salim 
Jubran, at Lamoo, dated 7th of Jummadi el Akhir (12th January, 1859). 


“If you have sold all the slaves you took from Keelwa inform me of it, and send 
the bill of sale, as one-half is on my account (B. V. Mass), and one-half on account of 
M. Berard ; and if you receive any letters or orders from M. Berard act according to 
his directions, and whenever you write to me send a copy of your letter to M. Berard. 

(Signed) “Buona VenturA Mass. 
“A. BERARD.” 


5. Salim Jubran has delivered to me the original letters in Arabic, from which I 
have translated the above extracts. 
6. His Highness the Sultan has frequently expressed to me his desire to order 


Buona Ventura Mass to quit his dominions, but he fears that, were he to do so, the 
French would make it a cause of quarrel. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 
No. 294. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Lord J. Russell. 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Zanzibar, November 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the accom- 
panying copies of two despatches, No. 11 of 1859, dated the 25th instant, and No. 12 of 
1859, dated this day, which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for India. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 294. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Sir C. Wood. 


Zanzibar, Nouember 25, 1859. 

IN continuation of my despatches to your address Nos. 9 and 10, dated 19th and 
21st instant (copies of which are now forwarded) reporting the Traffic in Slaves carried 
on in the Zanzibar dominions by a Spaniard, by name Buona Ventura Mass, who is 
residing here under French protection, I have the honour to report that, on receiving 
positive proofs in the letters from which extracts are given in my despatch No. 10, of 
the infamous nature of the Traffic Buona Ventura Mass had been carrying on, I issued 
a notice to the British Indian subjects residing here, warning them against having any 
commercial dealings with the said Buona Ventura Mass, as he would never be admitted 
to the British Consular Court. 

2. The notice was written in the Guzeratti language, which is not understood by 
any persans here except British Indian subjects, and it was made public to them in the 
usual manner by the Customs’ Master of the port, who is a British subject, and the head 
of the Indian community here. ; 

3. The following day I received from the French Consul a note, copy of which is 
inclosed, marked No. |; a copy of my reply to this is inclosed, marked No. 2; and a 
copy of the second note of the French Consul is inclosed, marked No. 3. 

4. In carrying on this cruel Slave Traffic, Buona Ventura Mass has acted so openly 
in defiance of the authority of his Highness the Sultan, that I was in hopes my notice 
to the British subjects would induce the French Consul to interfere, and bring him to 
justice, but he has taken no steps whatever to prove his innocence or guilt, and appears 
to attach no criminality to the acts which I have denounced. 

5. The atrocious cruelty of the Traffic, as conducted by Buona Ventura Mass, is 
apparent from the fact that of 424 slaves purchased for him at Keelwa, only 199 lived 
to reach Lamoo, and on my questioning the Slave Agent, Salim Jubran, as to this dreadful 
mortality, he said that the slaves were conveyed in boats from Keelwa to a point a few 
miles from Zanzibar, and detained on board these boats a long time by Mass’ order, 
until he had decided how they were to be disposed of. 

6. It is impossible to believe that the French Consul has hitherto been in ignorance 
of this Traffic, or of the manner in which vessels under the French flag have violated 
the laws of the Sultan. 

The French Consul told me some months ago that he was aware that two French 
vessels, anchored in front of the Sultan’s Palace, secretly embarked slaves at night, but 
that the police of the port did not concern him, and he should not interfere. 

7. In December last year, the ship “ Alexandre,” of La Réunion, came to this port, 
densely crowded with slaves, most of them being very young children, and many women 
with infants at the breast. This vessel was anchored just under the windows of the 
British Consulate—a revolting and pitiable sight—and most of these poor creatures died 
here of cholera. 

8. The French Consul, instead of interfering, undertook the Agency or Commission 
of this vessel after it had been refused by a French merchant, in consequence of her 
having slaves on board. 

9. During the month of March last, the Governor of La Réunion published a 
notice that the Port of Keelwa was appointed a place of shipment for negroes, and sent 
two vessels escorted by the French ship-of-war “1’Estafette” to that port to procure 
slaves in open violation of the laws of his Highness the Sultan. The Arab Governor 
protested against their proceedings, and the Commander of the “ Estafette” told him he 
did not care for the orders of the Sultan of Zanzibar, that his Sultan had sent him to see 
that the vessels procured negroes. On the passage to La Réunion cholera broke out on 
board these ships, and they landed the slaves on an island (a dependency of the 
Mauritius), and did not even bury the dead. 

10. If tha French Consul here be permitted to afford French protection to vessels 
and individuals épenly engaged in this Traffic, the Treaties for its suppression which 
exist between Her Majesty and the Sultan will be rendered ineffectual, for the French 
have been so unfriendly to his Highness, and have appeared so desirous of finding some 
cause of dispute, that he is afraid to interfere with any vessels under the French flag, or 
said to be under French protection. 

11. The French corvette ‘ Cordeliére,” with the broad pendant of Commodore 
le Vicomte de Langle, Commander-in-chief of the French squadron on the East Coast 
of Africa, arrived here on the 26th ultimo. rectly she was signalled, the French 


Sir, 
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Consul hauled down his flag, evidently to insult his Highness, and induce the Commo- 
dore to quarrel with him. After four or five hours, the flag was re-hoisted, but no 
explanation has been given to his Highness, or to the Consuls residing here, of the reason 
for hauling it down. The “ Cordeliére ” left on the 5th instant, and the French Consul 
has since neglected to treat his Highness with the usual courtesy by not hoisting his flag 


in compliment to his Highness, as all the ships in port and the other Consuls do, when 
he visits his ships of war. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. P. RIGBY. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 294. 
M. Cochet to Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby. 


Zanzibar, le 23 Novembre, 1859. 

HIER 4a quatre heures environ de l’aprés-midi, a été affichée sur l’édifice de la 
Douane une pancarte émanant du Consulat Britannique, et signé “C. P. Rigby, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Her Majesty’s Consul, Zanzibar,” par laquelle il est fait interdic- 
tion aux sujets Indo-Britanniques de faire du commerce avec M. Mas, qui y est désigné 
comme se livrant au Trafic des Noirs. La dite pancarte est restée exposée 4 la vue du 
public de Zanzibar pendant vingt-et-une heures, et n’a été enlevée qu’aprés la réclama- 
tion faite au Sultan par Je Consul de France. 

Cette assertion calomnieuse et injurieuse contre un Administré du Consulat de 
France, et de plus représentant d’une maison Frangaise des plus honorables, ainsi que la 
mode de publicité qui lui a été donnée, obligent le Consul de Sa Majesté l’Empereur de 
protester contre la violation par M. Rigby des principes du droit des gens, de ceux de la 
moralité, et enfin des coitumes du pays. 

Le Consul de France a l’honneur d’informer M. Rigby que des copies de la présente 
protestation sont envoyées 4 Son Altesse le Sultan de Zanzibar et 4 M. le Consul des 
Etats Unis en cette ville; il en sera également adressé une au Gouvernement. de 
lEmpereur, quien fera l’usage qu'il jugera convenable. 

Le Consul de France, 
(Signé) LADISLAUS COCHET. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 294. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to M. Cochet. 


Zanzibar, November 24, 1859. 

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul and British Agent, Zanzibar, 
has to acknowledge the receipt of a note dated yesterday, signed “Ladislaus Cochet, 
Consul de France,” relative to a notice issued to British subjects residing at this port, 
warning them against having any commercial transactions with an individual by name 
Buona Ventura Mass. 

2. The Traflic in Slaves carried on by Buona Ventura Mass, in the Zanzibar 
dominions, has been for a long time a matter of so much notoriety amongst all classes of 
the community here, and has, during the period of residence of the Undersigned at this 
port, been so frequently a topic of conversation, that the tenor of the above note con- 
siderably surprised the Undersigned, as it would appear from it that the Consul of 
Sey is entirely ignorant of the Traffic in Slaves so long carried on by Buona Ventura 
ass. 

3. The Undersigned, on receiving positive proofs that Buona Ventura Mass had 
been engaged in a Traffic which is stigmatized by every Christian Government, which is 
contrary to the law of France ; also contrary to the law of the Sultan of Zanzibar, and 
in violation of the Treaties existing between Her Britannic Majesty and his Highness 
the Sultan; the provisions of which his Highness endeavours to fulfil in the most loyal 
and praisworthy manner,—deemed it his solemn duty to warn all British subjects against 
having any commercial dealings with the said Buona Ventura Mass. 

4. By the law of England, if a British subject, residing in a foreign dominion, 
engages in the Traffic of Slaves, he is debarred from the protection of English law; and 
therefore, if a subject of a foreign Power engages in this infamous Traffic contrary to the 
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law of his own country, and of the State in which he is residing, and in violation of 
Treaties, he cannot be permitted to claim a privilege denied to a British subject. 

5. Buona Ventura Mass will therefore not be admitted to the British Consular 
Court at this port, as a plaintiff, with respect to any claims against British subjects; 
nor will any complaints of British subjects against the said Buona Ventura Mass in 
respect to any transactions subsequent to the issue of the notice be taken cogni- 
zance of. 

6. The Undersigned has represented to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty 
the disgraceful and illegal transactions in which Buona Ventura Mass has been engaged 
in the Zanzibar dominions ; and a copy of the note of the Consul of France, and also 
of this reply to it, will be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Government by the earliest 
opportunity. : 

(Signed) Cc. P. RIGBY. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 294. 
M. Cochet to Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby. 


Zanzibar, le 24 Novembre, 1859. 

LE Consul de France 4 Zanzibar soussigné a l’honneur d’accuser réception a M. le 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby de la note qu’il lui a fait ’honneur de lui adresser aujourd’hui 
méme. 

Aprés en avoir pris connaissance le Consul de France prévient M. Rigby qu'il main- 
tient dans toute son étendue la protestation motiyée par la pancarte calomnieuse et 
injurieuse pour M. Mas, Administré de ce Consulat, émanant du Consulat Britannique et 
exposeé a la vue publique sur I’édifice de la Douane de cette ville pendant vingt-et-une 
heures, et le rend responsable des préjudices que peut occasionner 4 la maison de 
MM. Vidal Fréres et 4 celle de M. Régis, ainé, de Marseilles, interdiction faite par 
M. le Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby aux sujets Indo-Britanniques de commercer avec leur 
représentant a Zanzibar. 

Le Consul de France, 
(Signé) LADISLAUS COCHET. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 294. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Sir C. Wood. 


Sir, Zanzibar, November 28, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 10, dated 21st instant, in which an extract of 
a letter is given as “ Extract No. 4,” signed ‘ Buona Ventura Mass ” and “ A. Berard,” 
from which it would appear that the latter individual had been in partnership in a Slave 
Traffic with the former; I have the honour to inform you that M. Berard has since 
called on me, and solemnly declares that Buona Ventura em obtained his signature to 
that letter surreptitiously, on the assurance that it related only to a joint speculation in 
purchasing oil seeds. He declares that he has never been engaged directly or indirectly 
in the purchase of slaves, and that immediately he became aware that Mass was employ- 
ing the money he had advanced in the purchase of Slaves at Keelwa, he repudiated the 
transaction. He states that he did not complain to the French Consul, as the latter 
would not attend to any complaints against Mass. 

2. M. Berard also states that he has sent complaints to his own Government 
against M. Cochet, the French Consul, for undue partiality shown to Buona Ventura 
Mass to the prejudice of his firm ; he states that the Slave Traffic, carried on by Mass 
is most injurious to the French trade at this port, as with the profits arising from it, 
Mass is enabled to prevert any competition against him in the purchase of produce for 
shipment to France. 

3. As M. Berard, who is a “ Capitaine au long cours” in the French Mercantile 
Marine, bears the character here of being a strictly honourable merchant, and I have 
never before heard his name mentioned in connection with the Slave Trade, [ deem it 
due to him to make this communication. 

4. I have also ascertained that Mass shipped six hundred slaves in the French ship 
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*¢ Pallas,” which sailed from here on the 27th February last. The slaves were collected 
secretly, and sent in boats to the south end of the Island of Zanzibar, where the “ Pallas” 
took them on board. Two hundred of these slaves were supplied to Mass on contract by 
an Arab named Suleiman bin Abdoollad. 

5. The firm of “ Régis ainé,” mentioned in the note of the French Consul, (Inclo- 
sure No. 3 in my despatch No. 11) is a great slave-eupelying house at Marseilles, and last 
year had a contract to convey 25,000 negroes to the French colonies. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) OC. P. RIGBY. 


( 217 ) 


NETHERLANDS. 
No. 295. 
Mr. Ward to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received February 21.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, The Hague, February 17, 1859. 


AMONG the petitions presented to the Second Chamber of the States-General 
against the Government Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in the Dutch West India 
Possessions is to be found one on behalf of English colonists, owners of, or interested in, 
plantations in Surinam. 

The petitioners use the strongest terms with respect to the proposed measure, 
characterizing it as an almost complete confiscation of their property in Surinam, and 
not hesitating to declare their belief that there is no example in any civilized State of a 
project so destructive of the rights of piper? as the one in question ever having been 
taken into serious consideration, even during the anarchy of a revolution. 

In conclusion, they express their opinion that the Chamber will find sufficient in the 
argument which thev have brought forward to refuse their assent to the measure, or, at 
least, to introduce into it the following amendments— 

1. That the amount of compensation shall be proportioned to the value of the 
property of which the petitioners are about to be despoiled. 

2. That it shall be paid in cash, and the project of the bank be set aside. 

3. That the plan of Government plantations be not approved of. 

4. That the emancipated slaves shall remain in the plantations where they are now 
established, until provision shall be made for a sufficient introduction of immigrants. 

This petition is signed by R. Kirk, C. Gray, G. Nicholson, G. M. Donald, Adam 
Pearson, and Widow Ferrier. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD. 
No. 296. 
Mr. Ward to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 38.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, The Hague, April 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter 
addressed to me by the Secretary of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
requesting me to take steps for placing in the hands of. His Majesty the King of the 
Netherlands a memorial from the Society, on the subject of the petition of certain 
British subjects, owners of slaves in the Dutch colony of Surinam, which, as I had the 
honour of reporting to your Lordship in my despatch No. 2 of the 17th February 
last, was recently presented to the Second Chamber of the States’ General of the 
Netherlands. 

I have accordingly transmitted the memorial to the Baron de Goltstein, requesting 
his Excellency to take an opportunity of placing it in the hands of His Majesty. 

Copies of my note and of the memorial are likewise inclosed. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 296. 
Mr. Chamerovzow to Mr. Ward. 


Sir, London, April 25, 1859. 

I BEG to transmit, through the medium of one of our correspondents at The Hague, 
the original of a memorial to His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, which the 
Committee of this Society has adopted on the subject of a petition which has been 
recently presented to the Second Chamber of the States-General of Holland, on behalf 
of certain slave-holders in Surinam, being British subjects. 

The Committee are desirous that their memorial should be placed in the hands of 
the King without any delay. I addressed a letter to his Excellency Baron Bentinck, 
requesting him to forward the same for presentation; but his Excellency has declined 
doing so, pleading that his instructions preclude his interference in such cases, but 
suggesting that I should send the document to you. I have, therefore, the honour to 
submit to you, with the memorial, the wishes of the memorial, and to beg that you will 
please to take the necessary steps for placing it in the hands of the King. 

(Signed) L, A. CHAMEROVZOW. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 296. 
Mr. Ward to Baron de Goltstein. 


THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, has the honour to 
forward to his Excellency the Baron de Goltstein, Minister of Foreign Affairs, a memorial 
to His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, on the subject of a petition which has been 
recently presented to the Second Chamber of the States-General of the Netherlands on 
behalf of certain slave-holders in Surinam, being British subjects. 

This petition has been transmitted by the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Suciety to the Undersigned, for presentation to His Majesty 

In requesting the Baron de Goltstein to take an opportunity ‘of placing this 
memorial in the hands of the King his Sovereign, the Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 296. 


Memorial to His Majesty William I1I. 
Sire, 

THE attention of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
has been directed to a memorial, bearing date December 1858, addressed to the Second 
Chamber of the States-General of the Netherlands, by the representations of certain 
slave-holders in Surinam, and by certain other slave-holders, themselves British subjects, 
Were these persons subjects of the King of the Netherlands, interference on the part of 
the Committee might be unbecoming and intrusive. The memorialists, however, are not 
only British subjects, but they address the Netherlands Government in that capacity. 
The Committee therefore respectfully submit that this fact renders it incumbent upon 
them, as the representatives of a society whose object is to accomplish the universal 
extinction of slavery, to protest in the strongest terms in their own name, as well as in 
that of their constituents, against every attempt on the part of their own fellow country- 
men to perpetuate the system in a foreign colony. 

The memorialists to the Second Chamber can scarcely be ignorant of the strong 
feeling against slavery which pervades the mind of the British public, nor doubt that their 
pretensions will be viewed in England with disfavour, as an outrage upon the enlightened 
humanity of the age and the Christian sentiment of the country. Yet in taking exception 
to the vital clauses of the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in the Dutch Colonies, now 
under the consideration of the Netherlands Government, they are obstructing the 
progress of a measure, the object of which commends itself to every friend of humanity, 
and the speedy realization of which is ardently to be desired. 

The memorialists complain: 1st, of the inadequacy of the compensation money ; 
2nd, of the mode in which it is to be paid; 3rd, of the contemplated establishment of 
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Government plantations; and 4th, they demand that the slaves shall be obliged to remain 
upon the estates where they are now located, that their emancipation shall not take place 
under ae number of years, and not until a sufficient anger of emigrants has been 
rocured. 

- The Committee do not deem it'to be their province to offer any observation upon 
the project of the Netherlands Government, to which the memorialists take exception. 
They rejoice that it is seriously erga itself to the accomplishment of the great work 
of emancipation, and sincerely trust it will not allow itself to be turned aside by the 
opposition it may encounter from those who are interested in the maintenance of the 
present system, and that it will stedfastly resist the importunate demands of the 
memorialists. Deeply do the Committee regret that any British subject should be found, 
at the present day, owning slaves and slaves’ property in a foreign land, and aggravating 
the shame and the disgrace by impeding the progress of a measure framed with a view to 
give immediate freedom to those they unrighteously hold in bondage. Shameful is the 
confession of those men that they own, in value, one-third of the whole plantations in 
Surinam. Other British subjects there are whose names are not appended to the present 
memorial, but who also hold slave-property in Surinam, and are therefore involved in the 
censure which attaches to the actual memorialists. They are H. Wright, B. Lyon, 
J. Lyon, J. Tyndall, G. B. Conolly, J. Robinson, R. Wright, J. E. Ellis, J. B. Barry, 
W. Jackson, W. Christie, A. McIntosh, G. Fraser, M. Balfour and heirs, J. Hamilton, 
B. McCruden, J. Robertson, and T. Green. To these may be added the names of 
Sir J. Young, Bart., of London, late High Commissioner of the Ionian Islands, owner of 
Plantation Petersburg, of 625 acres, with 292 slaves, and Plantation Kent, of 1,000 acres, 
with 329 slaves; and Messrs. M. F. Barry, of Boulogne-sur-Mer and Bath, owner of 
the half of Plantations Alkmaar and Fredericksdorp. The Committee cannot forget that 
the parties last-named, together with Mrs. Ferrier, of Glasgow, the owner of the other 
half of Plantations Alkmaar and Fredericksdorp, petitioned the British Ambassador at The 
Hague in 1852, through the Messrs. Wittering Brothers, of Amsterdam, to use his 
influence with the Imperial Government to obtain compensation for them, and for the yet 
unborn children of the slave mothers they owned, whom it was proposed by a Bill, 
then before the Netherlands Government, to declare free as soon as they should be 
born. 

The Committee will not dwell upon the various pleas these slave-owners urge in 
support of their pretensions, but they consider themselves bound to protest against the 
calumnious assertion that the emancipated negro will not labour for wages, which is 
alleged as one prime reason for advising the delaying of emancipation until immigrant 
labour can be obtained. The Committee are aware that there is a prevalent tendency of 
opinion in favour of this view, and that it is said emancipation caused a deficiency of 
available labour and consequent abandonment of estates, followed by a great depreciation 
in the value of West India property. These allegations, however, have been triumphantly 
refuted over and over again. It is even asserted, on the highest official authority, that 
no estate in the British West Indies can be shown to have been abandoned for absolute 
want of labour, though many properties have been permitted to go out of cultivation for 
want of requisite capital. Equally untrue is it to attribute to emancipation any depre- 
ciation which has taken place in the value of property in the British West Indies. It is 
established beyond a doubt that for many years antecedent to that great and memorable 
act of national justice, the monstrous mismanagement of estates had involved them 
inextricably in debt, and that the abolition of slavery only brought affairs to a crisis, 
scarcely hastening the ruin already then inevitable. 

It may suit the immediate objects of the memorialists to promulgate statements 
which are directly opposed to well-ascertained facts; but in doing this they are only 
following the example set by the West India Proprietary in this country during the 
agitation for the abolition of slavery throughout the British Colonies. It appears to the 
Committee that the memorialists have given up their own case, by admitting that “as a 
condition of their possessions they had accepted the risks attending the institution of 
slavery.” Surely one of these risks was the contingency of emancipation, upon whatever 
condition it might ultimately be declared. They have therefore, according to their own 
admission, no right to ask the Netherlands Government to arrest, for their benefit, the 
progress of the important measures under consideration, nor to make them the objects 
of special favour. Besides, and referring tu the scale of compensation awarded to Dutch 
slave-holders in British Guiana under the British Emancipation Act, the utmost they 
claim at the outside is the rendering back of “an equal measure of justice to the English 
colonists of Surinam.” The Committee submit most respectfully that these persons have 
no right to expect, still less to demand, a larger compensation than is to : awarded to 
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the Dutch slave-holders. It is to be presumed that in fixing the amount of compensation, 
the Netherlands Government has been guided by the experience of competent judges of 
the actual value of slave property in Surinam. The British slave-holders have cast in 
their lot with the Dutch proprietors, and are bound to abide by the decision of the 
Government which recognizes their claim to compensation. 

The Committee would observe, that the case of the memorialists is not strengthened 
by the use they make of the consideration which guided the British Government in 
adopting compensation as a principle of their Act of Emancipation, and in regulating the 
amount of it. The fact is notorious, that a considerable number of the Anti-Slavery party 
in this country, including some members of the Committee who unite in the present 
address, were totally opposed to compensation, believing, if any one was entitled to it, 
that person was the slave. But even were the Committee to admit that compensation 
ought to be a principle of emancipation, they respectfully submit that British slave-holders 
in Surinam have no claim to be placed in an exceptional category. 

In this opinion the Committee are strongly confirmed by the very decided views 
expressed by the Earl of Malmesbury in 1852, on the occasion of the shameful application 
made on behalf of Sir John Young and others, through the Messrs. Wittering Brothers, 
of Amsterdam, already referred to. On that occasion the Earl of Malmesbury, then 
Foreign Minister, addressed these memorable words to the British Ambassador at The 
Hague, and instructed him to lay the whole correspondence before Baron van Zuyler van 
Nyevelt :—“ You will say, first, that Her Majesty’s Government have no sympathy with 
British subjects who own slaves in foreign countries; and secondly, that they think the 
emancipation of slaves is so much more important to the welfare of the human race than 
the interests of any British subjects who may consider they are entitled to compensation 
for losses sustained in consequence of the emancipation of slaves in foreign countries, that 
far from throwing any obstacle in the way of any other Government which may entertain 
an intention of emancipating slaves, they will not claim compensation for losses sustained 
by British subjects through the enactment of laws by any foreign countries is, that in 
case of emancipation, they shall be placed on the same footing as slave-holders who are 
subjects or citizens of the emancipating country.” In these sentiments, save in so far as 
the principle of compensation is involved, the Committee most cordially concur, and would 
ask what new circumstances have arisen to warrant the preferring of so disgraceful a 
request as that which is now again addressed to the Netherlands Government by these 
same British slave-owners, 

The memorialists demand that emancipation shall not take place till a sufficient 
supply of immigrant labour has been secured. Here again they furnish arguments 
against themselves. They are at considerable pains to demonstrate that neither Africans, 
Indians, Chinese, nor Portuguese can be procured, save at an expense which places 
immigration out of the question. It must be admitted that they establish their case, and 
it would be doing them great injustice not to allow them the full benefit of their own 
conclusions. But if they foresee the failure of immigration into the Dutch colonies, with 
what degree of consistency can they require that the Netherlands Government shall delay 
emancipation until immigration has rendered them independent of the creole labourers ? 
Would not this be tantamount to an indefinite postponement of the whole question ? 
In reply to the objections of the memorialists to the provisions of the proposed measure 
for maintaining industrial habits amongst the liberated slaves, it may be suggested that 
the obvious remedy for the inconvenience they profess to anticipate is, to hold out proper 
inducements to the negro to remain upon the estates. It is a recognized fact that any 
inconveniences which the planters of the British colonies may have been subjected from a 
want of labour, may be traced in almost every case to their own misconduct. Let the 
Surinam planters but treat the emancipated slaves as men, justly, humanely, not with the 
cruelty the memorialists admit is practised upon them, and they will find no difficulty in 
obtaining labour. At least this is the general testimony borne by competent witnesses 
in our West India Colonies. No system of apprenticeship will meet the anticipated 
dilemma which the slave-holders in Surinam profess to fear; and it is in bold defiance of 
facts the memorialists assert that the system came to a premature close, in the sense of 
having been terminated too soon in the British Colonies. In British Guiana the termina- 
tion of the apprenticeship system was the only solution of a state of things which 
threatened the very existence of the colony. In one or more of the other colonies the 
planters would not avail themselves of it at all, and found their advantage in this course. 
None should know these facts hetter than the memorialists. The picture they have drawn 
of the advantages of the negro would enjoy under the system of apprenticeship advocated 
by them is therefore purely imaginary. A similar one was painted by the o ponents of 
emancipation in this country. Freedom cannot be partial. It must be absolute or it is 
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nothing but a delusion. In conclusion, the Committee, while again referring to the 
despatch of the Earl of Malmesbury above quoted, as laying down what they conceive to 
be the only principle upon which the claims of the memorialists ought to be adjusted, 
would beg leave respectfully to submit the following copy of a circular despatch, addressed 
by the Earl of Clarendon, in 1856, to all Her Majesty’s Consuls, for their guidance. 


(Follows despatch of January 19, 1856.) 


The Committee conceive that they might, upon such grave authority as this, venture 
seriously to call in question the right of the memorialists to assert any claim at all for 
compensation; but, even were such right indisputable, it is clear that they have no moral 
justification for preferring a request which is calculated to embarrass the Netherlands 
Government, and to ioenede its efforts to effect the abolition of slavery, 

That these efforts may be eminently successful and favoured with the Divine blessing 
is the sincere wish of the Undersigned. 

On behalf of the Committee, 
(Signed) THOS. BINNS, Chairman. 
L. A. CHAMEROVZOW, Secretary. 
27, New Broad Street, London, April 6, 1859. 





No. 297. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 22, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT herewith for your Lordship’s information a copy of a note which I 
have addressed to Baron Bentinck, &c., and in reply to one from him announcing the 
abolition of slavery in Netherland India. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Inclosure in No. 297. 
Lord J. Russell to Baron Bentinck. 


M. le Ministre, Foreign Office, October , 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, 
inclosing a copy of a decree published by the Governor-General of Netherland India, by 
which slavery is abolished in those possessions. 

I have to request you, M. le Baron, to convey to your Government the best thanks 
of Her Majesty’s Government for the communication of this intelligence, which they 
have received with unfeigned satisfaction. 

I beg at the same time that you will offer the congratulations of Her. Majesty’s 
Government upon the publication of this act of justice and wisdom. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 298. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 
(No. 2. Confidential.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, October 28, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a confidential letter 
addressed to me by the Netherlands inister at this Court, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the views of Her Majesty’s Government with regard to the proposed recruitment at 
St. George d’Elmina of a limited number of free Africans for the Military Service of the 
Netherlands Government in their eastern possessions. 
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I also inclose a copy of the answer which I have returned to Baron Bentinck’s 
letter... 5 ‘ ‘ vi An Ls _ ee 4 zs a” A : 


{ 


Ian, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 298. 
Baron Bentinck to Lord J. Russell. 


Mon cher Lord John Russell, Londres, le 17 Octobre, 1859. 


AYANT entretenu hier officieusement Lord Palmerston, 4 la demande de mon 
Gouvernement, au sujet du recrutement a St. George d’Elmina d’Africains libres pour le 
service militaire des possessions Néerlandaises aux Indes Orientales, sa Seigneurie m’a 
prié de vouloir bien vous écrire touchant cette matiére et de vous rendre compte d’une 
maniére officieuse de notre conversation. J’aurai en conséquence lhonneur de trans- 
mettre a votre Seigneurie la demande qu’au nom de mon Gouvernement j’avais été 
chargé d’adresser 4 Lord Palmerston; mais je me permettrai, avant tout, de mettre votre 
Excellence au courant de l’état des choses. 

Le Gouvernement des Pays Bas ayant acquis la conviction que les Africains forment 
d’excellens soldats pour servir dans les climats Indiens, avait résolu jadis de recruter un 
certain nombre de négres libres pour étre envoyés 4 Java; mais il avait abandonné ce 
recrutement par suite de quelques observations qui lui avaient éré faites dans le temps 
par le Gouvernement Anglais. Depuis lors, les choses ont complétement changé de 
face, car l’argument dont on s’était prévalu, et qui tendait 4 faire croire que l’envoi 
de soldats Africains vers une colonie ot Jl’esclavage existait, pouvait entrainer la 
conséquence que ces hommes, quoique recrutés parmi les Atricains libres sur la céte de 
Guinée, fussent plus tard réduits 4 l’état d’esclavage, a disparu, maintenant que cet 
esclavage est complétement aboli 4 Java et Madura, et le sera dans toutes les possessions 
Néerlandaises aux Indes Orientales 4 dater du 1 Janvier, 1860. 

Le recrutement de ces Africains se fait 4 St. George d’Elmina dans les conditionsles 
plus légales On n’accepte aucun négre qui ne soit pas parfaitement libre et on les 
engage pour l’espace de six ans et express¢ément pour servir dans les Colonies des Indes 
Orientales. Aprés l’expiration de ce terme de six ans de service, ils sont ramenés dans 
leur patrie, ou ils jouissent d’une bonne pension, qui les met fort a Vaise, témoin le 
grand nombre de ces soldats pensionnés qui résident actuellement dans la Colonie de 
St. George d’Elmina. 

En présence des circonstances qui ont eu lieu tant en Asie que récemment en Chine, 
et prenant en considération le grand nombre de Chinois qui habitent les Indes Néer- 
landaises, on éprouve la nécessité de fortifier les différents éléments dont se compose 
Varmée aux Indes Orientales; et c’est dans ce but que le Gouvernement des Pays Bas a 
résolu de tirer annuellement du dépét de recrutement a St. George d’Elmina le nombre 
assez minime de 300 soldats Africains parfaitement exercés et disciplinés et de les 
envoyer a Java pour le complétement des cadres. : 

La demande que j’ai été chargé d’adresser officieusement 4 Lord Palmerston con- 
siste maintenant a savoir si le Gouvernement Britannique aurait quelques observations & 
faire concernant la transmission annuelle de ce nombre minime de 300 soldats 
Africains de St. George d’Elmina 4 Java. Mon Gouvernement est pénétré de l’idée qu’il 
ne saurait y avoir aucun obstacle a cet envoi de troupes Africaines a Java, mais je 
répdte ici, observation que j'ai eu Phonneur de faire 4 Lord Palmerston, que le Gouverne- 
ment des Pays Bas en me chargeant de la démarche officieuse qui a fait l'objet de mon 
entretien avec sa Seigneurie, croit donner une nouvelle preuve de tout le prix qu’il met 
4 ce que le Gouvernement Britannique veuille bien apprécier a leur juste valeur les actes 
et les intentions ainsi que le désir du Cabinet Néerlandais de ne pas agir dans cette 
occurrence contrairement aux vues de |’Angleterre. 

Agréez, &c. 
(Signé) BENTINCK. 
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Lord J. Russell to Baron Bentinck. 


My dear Baron Bentinck, Foreign Office, October 27, 1859. 

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of the letter which you did me the honour 
to address to me on the 17th instant, for the purpose of ascertaining the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government with regard to the proposed recruitment at St. George d’Elmina 
of a limited number of free Africans for the military service of the Netherlands 
Government in their Eastern possessions. 

I have, in reply, to acquaint you that since the abolition of slavery in the Nether- 
lands Colonies in the East Indies, Her Majesty’s Government can have no longer any 
objection to make to the recruitment of free negroes from a Netherlands Colony on the 
Aftican Coast for military service in the Netherlands possessions in the East Indies, and in 
making this communication to you I beg leave, at the same time, to request that you 
will iat? d to your Government the acknowledgments of Her Majesty’s Government for 
the friendly desire which they have evinced to act in this matter in accordance with the 
views of Great Britain. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 299. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 
(No. 1.) 
Foreign Office, January 11, 1860. 
No. 300. 
Lord Napier to Lord J. Russell —(Received January 20.) 
(No. 1.) 


The Hague, January 18, 1860. 
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Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 1 of the 18th instant, I transmit 
herewith, for your information, copies of despatches as marked in the — to and 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Surinam, relative to British subjects holding slaves in that 
colony. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 302. 


ar Lord Napier to Lord J. Russell—( Received February 10.) 
0. 2.) 
My Lord, The Hague, February 8, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
Nos 1 and 2, dated respectively on the 1]th and 31st of January. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) NAPIER. 





No. 308. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 

(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 25, 1860. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 2 of the 31st ultimo, I transmit to you here- 
with for your information copies of a further despatch and its inclosure from Mr. Munro, 
Her Majesty’s Consul in Surinam,+ reporting the purchase by Mr. Hugh Wright, a 
British subject resident in that colony, of another estate with 156 slaves on it. 

I likewise inclose a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Mr. Munro upon 
this subject.} 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 304. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 25, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch 
from Mr. Munro, Her Majesty's Consul at Surinam,§ reporting the circumstances under 
which a seaman, who was recognized as a runaway slave belonging to the Dutch 
Government, was taken from on board the British schooner “ Adonis,” on the arrival of 
that vessel in Surinam. 

I likewise inclose a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Mr. Munro with 
reference to this case.| 


IT am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Nos. 305, 306, and 308, t No. 309. ¢ No. 310. § No. 307. || No. 811. 
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No. 305. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Munro. 
(No. 1.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1859. 

[ TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a letter and its inclosure from the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Socicty, calling the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to 
an extract from the “Surinam Gazette” of the 7th of May last, recording the transfer 
to a British subject of the name of Wright of five plantations, together with 234 slaves, 
and I have to desire that you will furnish me with a full and particular report in regard 
to this alleged purchase of slaves by a British subject. 

You will perceive that this Society has also called the attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to the proceedings of certain British subjects, slave-holders in Surinam, 
who have memorialized the Netherlands Government against the measures in contem- 
plation by that Government for the emancipation of slaves in the Dutch Colonies ; and 
1 have to desire that you will report to me generally upon the case of these British 
subjects. 

. In order that you may understand the bearing of the British laws in regard to the 
possession of slaves by British subjects, I inclose copies of the Acts 5th Geo. IV, cap. 113, 
and Gth & 7th Vict., cap. 98, which relate to this subject. 


T am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure in No. 305. 
Mr. Chamerovzow to Lord J. Russell. 


My Lord, 29, New Broad Street, July 18, 1859. 

I BEG, on behalf of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, to call your attention to the accompanying extract from the ‘Surinam Gazette” 
of the 7th May ultimo, the original of which is in the Committec’s possession, recording 
the transfer to one H. Wright, a British subject resident in Surinam, of five planta- 
tions ; two of which, namely, Plantations Sporksgift and Lodewijksburg, have been so 
transferred with 234 slaves, the former having 120—54 men, 66 women; the latter 114 
—74 men and 40 women. These estates, with the slaves, were sold for the creditors of 
a Mrs. A. Cameron, a Dutch lady, the widow of a Scotchman, under an order of the 
Supreme Court of Justice of Surinam, and are now the property of the said H. Wright. 

According to the 6th & 7th Vict., cap. 98, this transaction subjects the said 
H. Wright to the pains and penalties of the 5 Geo. IV, cap. 101 ; and the object of the 
Committee in addressing you is to ascertain whether Her Majesty’s Government is 
prepared to make any representation on this subject to the British Consul in Surinam, 
with a view to the prosecution of the said H. Wright for violating the laws of this 
country for the prevention of slave-trading by British subjects. 

The sehntod document, which I also inclose, is a copy of an address from the 
Committee recently presented to the King of Holland on the subject of a memorial 
submitted to the Second Chamber of the States-General by certain slave-holders in 
wae 7. subjects from whom the Dutch Government is experiencing se 
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opposition to its eer measure of emancipation. Their names are set forth in the 
Committee's address to the King, a copy of which was forwarded to the Richt 
Honourable the Earl of Malmesbury on the 14th April ultimo, and the Committee 
deeply regret to find amongst them that of Sir John Young, late High Commissioner of 
the Ionian Islands, who, on his return, received a signal mark of favour from his 
Sovereign. The Committee have reason to believe that amongst these British slave- 
holders in Surinam are eed who, as well as the said H. Wright, have violated the 
statutes already cited, and the Committee would respectfully suggest that Her Majesty’s 
Government should institute an inquiry, through the medium of the British Const, into 
the circumstances under which the said British slave-holders acquired their slave-property. 

The Committee believe that the effect of such an inquiry would prove most salutary 
in its effects, and though it might not result in causing the British slave-holders in 
Surinam to give up their property, it would operate to prevent other British subjects 
from settling in that district of Surinam contiguous to Berbice, called Nickerie, which 


has been parcelled out in lots, on speculation, with a view to attract British capitalists 
to the spot. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS ALEXIS CHAMEROVZOW, Secretary. 
ee 
No. 306. 
Consul Munro to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Surinam, October 10, 1859. 


{ HAD the honour of receiving, on the 9th September, your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1, dated August 16, 1859, with its inclosures, from the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, with regard to the purchasing of slaves by H. Wright, a British 
subject, as also regarding the other slave-holding British subjects. 

Mr. Hugh Wright came into this colony with his late uncle, Mr. Hugh McLeod, 
about the year 1836, from Demerara, the latter having purchased at the time Plantation 
Burnside, a cotton estate, with upwards of 300 slaves, in the upper district of Nickerie, 
now called Coronie; the said plantation, about four years afterwards, was sold to the 
late Thomas Gray. Mr. McLeod having about the same time bought plantation New 
Accanoribo, a coffee and plantation estate in the Commowyne river, with about 250 
slaves attached. About the month of March, 1843, Mr. Hugh. McLeod died, leaving 
Mr. Hugh Wright, with others of his family, heirs to his property. Afterwards, at 
different periods, Mr. Wright bought several other estates, with slaves attached. In 
1854 he purchased the cotton estate Leydenshoop, with a gang of 140 slaves attached, 
but the negroes refusing to have him for a master, he got permission from the Court to 
dispose of them separately and in families. The estates of Mrs. Adam Cameron he 
purchased at execution sale, on the 25th of March of this year, with p.m. 392 
slaves attached, as also the wood ground Hanover, on the 9th September last, with 
about 230 slaves attached; which makes him owner of upwards of 1,700 slaves. I 
believe he has gone on purchasing under the idea that he, being a burgher of Surinam, 
is therefore not amenable to British law, as also on the plea that he is not purchasing 
slaves, but merely the properties on which they are attached; and no doubt would, in 
the event of a prosecution being entered against him, have recourse to naturalization 
as a Dutch subject. 

With regard to the parties who signed the petition to the States-General of 
Holland, first was Mr. Kirk, nephew of the late Dr. James Balfour, of Nickerie, who 
died in 1841, leaving two fine sugar estates, with a wood ground, having in all about 
800 slaves, attached and private. Mr. Kirk, with other members of his family, inherited 
the whole of his property, the greatest part of which has fallen into the hands of 
Mr. Kirk by inheritance and transfer. 

Mr. G. Macdonald became purchaser of Plantation Moy in 1853, from the heirs of 
[ late Alexander Ferrier, of Glasgow. Mr. G. Macdonald died about the 28th of 

une last. 

Mrs. Ferrier and family inherited, in 1848, from the late Alexander Ferrier, the 
half share of Plantation Alkmaar and Frederiksdorp, having in all about 600 slaves 
attached ; the other half proprietor is the minor, T. B. Parry, of Bath. These proper- 
ties were ogre of Messrs. Ferrier and Parry, seniors, since 1827. ; 

Mrs. C. Gray, of Plantation Burnside and Potosi, inherited these estates, with 
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ubout 500, slaves, in 1856, from her deceased husband. The former estate was purchased 
in 1840, the latter estate in 1854, with about 150 slaves attached. 

Mr. George Nicholson, of Plantation Hampton Court, Nickerie, has been owner of 
said property for upwards of forty years. 1 have been informed that the petitioners 
had no desire to retard the measure of emancipation, but will the contrary, only 
demanding a fair and just compensation for what they esteemed as their property. Of 
those parties mentioned in the address of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to 
His Majesty the King of the Netherlands many are dead ; those living are Joshua Lyon, 
he has been owner of Plantation Susannasdaal since 1838. His son, Barnet Lyon, 
became propietor of Plantation Iagtlust, with 220 negroes, in 1848, by purchase. 
James Tyndall purchased, in 1842, Plantation L’Esperance, with 96 slaves; his father, 
the late Joseph Tyidall, had been settled in Nickerie for upwards of forty years. He 
died in 1845, leaving his estate, the Nursery, with about 400 slaves, to Mrs. Tyndall 
and family. 

Joseph Robinson lately left this colony for Holland. He purchased, in 1846, the 
Coffee estate Hugten Trorue, with five slaves. In 1852 he bought, at execution, 
the Plantation Sara Maria, with about fifty slaves, and sold altogether last year to the 
proprietors of Plantation Dordrecht. 

R. Wright possesses no slave-property in this colony. T.C. Ellis is proprietor of 
Plantation Gondmyn, sometime previous to 1843. 

William Christie has been resident in the colony upwards of fifty years, and has 
been a holder of slave property for the greatest part of the time. 

George Fraser inherited his slaves from his father. Mrs. Taylor Hamilton inherited 
her property from her husband. 

George Cruden is a Creole, and a Netherlands subject. 

Thomas Green became proprietor of the half share of Plantation Boxel (sugar 
estate), and half Plantation Maryshope (cotton estate), in 1855, by purchase, both estates 
having in all about 300 slaves attached. 

John Mackintosh (Nickerie), has become part proprietor of an estate with a few 
slaves attached, through marriage, his wife having inherited them from her father, the 
late James Gordon, of Huntly. 

Sir John Young’s connection with slaves in this colony has originated through his 
father, the late Sir William Young, who had been for many years connected with this 
colony while trading under the firm of McKillop and Young, and as Acting Curator 
for the Bank of England, holding mortgages upon many properties here, most of which 
have of late years been closed. It is much to be regretted that the parties then here, 
holding Her Majesty’s Commission as Slave Commissioners, at the time of the publication 
of the Act of 1853, for the more effectual supression of the Slave Trade, did not make 
the same publicly known to the British subjects in this colony, as then such a thing as 
ignorance of such a law existing could not be pleaded, and it is to be hoped that the 
measure of emancipation proposed by the Dutch Government will speedily be carried 
through, which will put an end to such unlawful transactions on the part of British 
subjects. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. C. MUNRO. 


ee 
No. 307. 


Consul Munro to Lord J. Russell —( Received January 2.) 
(No. 31.) 


My Lord, Surinam, December 1, 1859. 
ON Friday afternoon, the 27th November, the British schooner “Adonis,” of 
George Town, Demerara, I. Marshall, Master, was cleared out at the public offices 
here, to sail that afternoon for Demarara with a cargo of sugar and gin; while alongside 
of the weigh-house stelling, and during the time the Master was busy with his crew 
getting the anchors up, the Captain was spoken to from on shore by the Lieutenant of 
olice, who asserted that there was a slave on board, which the Captain denied; but he, 
supposing there was suspicion that some slave from on shore might be there, replied, if there 
was he could take him; on which the Lieutenant of Police, with two policemen, 
boarded the vessel and seized hold of one of the sailors named John Smith, shipped at 
George Town, Demerara, and walked him off to prison, he havin formerly been a slave 
belonging to the Dutch Government, and had made escape from the Government 
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steamer “‘ Paramaribo” while in Demerara for the mails about twelve months ago. The 
Captain and broker having come to report the case, I advised them to apply to the 
Procureur-General for the restoration of the sailor, John Smith, to his vessel, The 
Procureur-General informed them that he would give them an answer in half-an-hour, 
on consulting with his Excellency the Governor. Later of the evening the Procureur- 
General sent me, by the Commissary of Police, a message, if I would do him the 
pleasure of calling upon him, which I did; he then informed me that the sailor was 
arrested and put in custody without his sanction or knowledge, but that the sailor, 
Smith, was now anxious to remain with his family, if I would sanction his discharge 
from the vessel. I informed him the Master of the vessel must be consulted, and 
should he be willing to give, and the sailor to take, his discharge, it was alone then that 
I was permitted to sanction such, which in the present case I feared I-would not be 
sufficiently justified in doing, as, in the recently manumitted colony of Demerara, it 
would be at once alleged that the man was forced to acknowledge willingness to 
remain. I impressed upon the Procureur-General the propriety of at once putting the 
man Smith on board the vessel wherefrom he had been so unjustifiably taken ; and as 
the Government seemed willing to forgive the man they could offer him a free passage 
back to Surinam on board one of the Government steamers, which he coincided with, and 
went afterwards to the Governor for his advice and sanction. His Excellency also 
agreed, and in about an hour afterwards the seaman Smith was again put on board of his 
vessel, which left this port the following morning for Demerara. Still some of the 
authorities esteem it as an act of grace and clemency on their part, as he was a Govern- 
ment slave; but if he had been formerly private property they would have no authority 
or right in sanctioning his leaving this colony again, especially if the owners demanded 
their interference; or that such were found walking about on the streets.’ They even 
suppose the police authoritics would have the right of taking such a returned runaway 
from on board a vessel if in their ports or harbours. Should such a case occur, as 
there are many runaways from this colony in Berbice and Demerara, your Lordship 
will much oblige by informing me how to act under such circumstances, especially that 
the greater part of the schooners and craft trading from Demerara to Surinam and 
Cayciie, never have Articles of Agreement with their crews, or muster-rolls, so as to let 
it appear what the crew consists of. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) D. C. MUNRO. 








No. 308. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Munro. 
(No. 1.) 
Srr, Foreign Office, Janucry 27, 1860. 

I HAVE received and have referred for the consideration of the Law Officers of the 
Crown your despatch No. | of the 20th of October last, reporting the circumstances under 
which Hugh Wright and certain other British subjects are slave-holders in Surinam. 

1 have to state to you in reply, that it appears to Her Majesty’s Government to be 
clear, from the statements contained in your above-mentioned despatch, that Mr. Wright 
and other natural born British subjects resident in Surinam, have been guilty of a viola- 
tion of the statue 6 & 7 Vic., cap. 98, by buying slaves in that colony, and have b 
reason thereof rendered themselves liable to a criminal prosecution whenever they shall 
be found within British jurisdiction. 

With reference to the latter part of your despatch I have to observe, that the fact 
of the statute of 1843 not having been published (if that were possible) by Her Majesty’s 
Slave Trade Commissioners in Surinam, or of the British subjects holding slaves havin 
been ignorant of it, is immaterial in a legal point of view, although of course very materia 
in considering the question whether, in the event of the offender being within British 
jurisdiction, any prosecution should or should not be instituted. 

1 have, therefore, to instruct you to make known to all British residents in Surinam 
the strict provisions of the law, and the determination of Her Majesty’s Government to 
enforce it. & 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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. Consul Munro to Lord J. Russell—{Received February 1, 1860.) 
(No. 2.) 


My Lord, Surinam, December 31, 1859. 

I HAVE hereby the honour to communicate to your Lordship that Mr. Hugh 
Wright, a British subject, has again yesterday bought Plantation Bentshope, with about 
156 slaves attached, for the sum of 30,000 guilders; said estate was sold at execution 
sale, and belonged to the heirs of the late John Bent, Messrs, Farwell and others, of 
Totness. 

Herewith I inclose the Government advertising paper with a notification of the sale 
and purchaser, and a translation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) D, C. MUNRO. 


Inclosure in No. 309. 


Notification. 
(Translation.) 


At the Bar of the Court, Friday, December 30, 1859. 


THE Plantation Bentshope, with all attached, situated to the Warappa Creek, 
belonging to John Bent now his Boedel—30,000f.—H. Wright. 








No. 310. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Munro. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 23, 1860. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 27th ultimo, and to your despatch 
No. 2 of the 31st of December last, reporting that Mr. Hugh Wright had purchased 
another estate with 156 slaves on it, I have to instruct you specially to warn that person 
of the penalties which he has incurred by this further violation of British laws. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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Lord J. Russell to Consul Munro. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir’, Foreign Office, February 25, 1860. 

I HAVE received and have referred to the Law Officers of the Crown, your 
despatch No. 31, Consular, of the Ist of December last, reporting the circumstances 
under which a seaman, who had been recognized as a runaway slave belonging to the 
Dutch Government, was taken from on board the British schooner ‘‘ Adonis” on the 
arrival of that vessel in Surinam, and I have, in reply, to observe that, as the case of the 
seaman in question was amicably settled by the Dutch authorities returning him to the 
“ Adonis,” it will not be necessary that I should furnish you with any instructions with 
reference to this case. 

With regard, however, to that portion of your despatch, in which you infer that the 
decision of the Dutch authorities might have been different, if the runaway slave had 
been the property of a private individual, I have to state, for your information and 
guidance, that if a British vessel enters the port of Surinam, having on board one or 
more sailors, being natural born Dutch subjects, and who by the laws of Surinam were, 
and still are, slaves, the Dutch authorities will be justified in arresting and taking such 
sailors out of the vessel, and that there can be no just complaint on account of such a 
proceeding on the part of the British Captain, or of Her Majesty’s Government. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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Consul Munro to Lord J. Russell: —(Received March 16.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Surinam, February 16, 1860. 

I HAVE hereby to report that a British subject, Mrs. Charlotte Gray, born Cort, 
widow of the late Thomas Gray, of Plantation Burnside, in this colony, now resident in 
London, has had purchased for her, and in her name, the cotton estate, Hope, situated 
in the district of Coronie, to which are attached eighty-five slaves; said estate was 
purchased at execution sale on Friday last, the 10th day of February, for the sum of 
13,600 guilders. Herewith I inclose the Government advertising paper, containing a 
notification of the sale and purchaser, with a translation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. C. MUNRO. 





Inclosure in No. 312. 


Notification.— Public Auction. 
(Translation. ) 
Before the Bar of the Court of Justice, Friday, February 10, 1860. 
THE Plantation Hope, with all attached, sitnated in Coronie, belonging to Cathe- 
rina Susanna Medici, wife of Frederick Wilhelm Faerber--13,600f.—Widow Gray. 
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No. 313. ° 
Mr. Doria to Sir C. Wood.—(Received August 28.) 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Camp at Sultaniah, July 26, 1859. 


IN consequence of representations sent to me by Captain Jones, the British 
Resident at Bushire, that several instances of importation and successful landing of 
slaves had lately taken place at Lingah, I addressed a letter to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, of which I have the honour to inclose a copy for your perusal. 

His Excellency, in compliance with my request, promised to issue instructions 
to the Prince Governor of Fars to guard against the future recurrence. 


I have the honour to inclose a translation of his Excellency’s answer to my 
communication on the subject. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) WM. DORIA. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 3138. 


Mr. Doria to Meerza Said Khan. 


July 21, 1859. 

IT has again become my duty to trouble your Excellency on the subject of the 
Slave Trade which is openly carried on within the territory of the Chief of Lingah in 
the Persian Gulf. 

I have the honour to inclose the list of vessels which it has been ascertained have 
lately carried slaves to Lingah, and which have been successfully landed and taken 
beyond reach of being discovered. 

This has been effected through the evasive answers given by the Chief of Lingah, 
when first applied to by the Slave Trade Commissioners. 

The criminal conduct of the Chief of Lingah is deserving of signal reprehension. 

From the inclosed extract, addressed to Captain Jones by the British Agent at 
Lingah, your Excellency will observe that the Chief of Lingah has neither answered” 
his communication or granted him an interview. 

I have to bring to your Excellency’s knowledge another case of open breach of the 
regulations, with reference to a buglah called the “ Sahab;” this vessel was boarded 
and searched by the competent authorities while off the coast of Oman, near Muscat. 
A slave was found on board, who the owner pretended had been in his possession this 
ten years. This it is impossible to believe, because the slave could speak no language 
but his native tongue. Moreover, he was not furnished with the necessary passport, as 
laid down by paragraph 2 of the Agreement made by the Persian Government, “ that 
slaves who have been heretofore in Persia wishing to go by sea to Mecca or India, must 
procure a passport from the officers at the head of the Passport Office at Bushire.” 

The Slave Commissioners, notwithstanding this infraction of the regulations, 
refused to co-operate with the English officer, and the vessel was allowed to proceed on 
her voyage ; the vessel belongs to merchants of Lingah. 

In bringing these circumstances under the consideration of your Excellency, with a 
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view to the immediate een of this nefarious Trade, I beg to call to your 
Excellency’s recollection that it was only seven months since, by Her Majesty the 
Shah’s command, that a letter was addressed to the authorities for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, for the further prevention and better guarding against the introduction of 
slaves, I therefore have to urge upon your Excellency the necessity of taking immediate 
steps to insure the future obedience to the instructions and orders issued by the Persian 
Government, and I venture to recommend to your Excellency that the Chief of Lingah 
should be visited by some special mark of Her Majesty the Shah’s displeasure. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 313. 
Meerza Said Khan to Mr. Doria. 


(Translation.) . July 26, 1859. 


AFTER fully understanding your letter of the 21st, referring to the behaviour of 
the Sheikh of Lingah, and the non-fulfilment of the instructions issued to the 
Commissioners, regarding the exportation of slaves, which it was their duty to carry 
out, and the other question regarding the Captain of the vessel named “ Sahab,” 
it has become necessary to state to you in reply, that the Persian Ministers have been, 
and are always ready to act in accordance with the Articles of the Treaty concluded 
between the two High Powers. his affair which you allude to, if it should prove to be 
correct, is of course contrary to the desire of the Persian Government, and it has arisen 
from the recent change of Governors in Fars. His Royal Highness Svoltan Moorad 
Meerza had not then assumed the Government, and had issued uo orders regarding the 
administration of the said province and its seaports. 

Strict orders necessary in this case have been issued, in order that any offence which 
may have been given by the Sheikh of Lingah or others, may be investigated, and 
punishment administered to the offenders, in accordance with the Articles of the 
Treaty ; and likewise that an arrangement may be made to insure proper order being 
observed for the future, of which arrangement the Persian Ministers are to be informed. 

As it was necessary that you should be informed of the orders issued in this matter 
by the Persian Ministers, 1 have troubled you with this letter. 





No. 314. 


Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Doria. 
(No. 60.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1859, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, in reply to your letter of July 26, No. 1, that 
the letter which you addressed to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, respecting the 
importation of Slaves allowed by the Chief of Lingah is approved by Sir Charles Wood. 

have, &e. 


(Signed) G. CLERK. 


—_—_—___—"X—Xavwr_—__————— 


No. 315. 


ar Mr. Doria to Sir C. Wood.—(Received November 19.) 
0. 2.) 
Sir, Camp near Tehran, October 17, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose for your information copy of Meerza Said Khan’s 
reply, with its two inclosures, which his Excellency has fevonred: me with, in answer to my 
communication, transmitting to his Excellency a report sent to me by Captain Jones 
from Bushire, relative to the importation of Slaves in the Gulf 3 setting forth the 
culpability of the Chief of Lingah in sanctioning the clandestine landing of slaves 
within his territory, and their ultimate departure into the interior. 

Notwithstanding the assurances from the Persian authorities in Fars, addressed to 
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Meerza Said Khan, I cannot feel otherwise, than persuaded that the information 
furnished by Captain Jones is materially correct, and I shall take an early opportunity to 
bring under Meerza Said Khan’s consideration, that an active and sincere co-operation 
with the English authorities on the part of the Persian officers appointed for the 
suppression uf the Slave Trade in the Gulf, is the only certain mode of insuring success 
in their undertaking. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) WM. DORIA. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 315. 
Meerza Said Khan to Mr. Doria. 


(Translation.) September 13, 1859. 


I HAVE understood the contents of your letter of the 5th instant, in which you 
state that fifty-one slaves had been landed at the Port of Lingah, and that the Sheikh of 
that place had failed to deliver them up. I have also carfully perused the copy of the 
letter written by the Resident at Bushire. 

In reply, 1 beg to state, that in consequence of your first communication, I had 
written to the authorities in Fars to make a careful investigation into the facts, and should 
it appear that the Sheikh of Lingah was implicated in the matter, to bring him severely 
to account, and prevent him from again engaging in a proceeding which was at variance 
with the Agreement entered into by the Persian Ministers. About the same time when 
your letter reached me, I also received the answers of the authorities in Fars, in which 
the particulars are mentioned. As a perusal of these papers will put you in possession 
of ail the details, it is unnecessary that I should recapitulate them here. I inclose copies 
of them herein. 

Notwithstanding this, as the Persian Ministers are most desirous to carry out the 
agreement which exists between the two Governments, fresh instructions of a stringent 
nature have been issued by them to the authorities in Fars to use their best endeavours 
in preventing any contravention of the above Agreement. 

Whatever they may reply on this subject will be communicated by me to you. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 315. 
The Prince Governor of Fars to Meerza Said Khan. 


(Translation. ) 


I HAVE received your Excellency’s letters by the Courier of the 1st of Moharrem 
and I have understood their contents. Meerza Mahomed Ali has also shown me the 
copies of your Excellency’s correspondence with the English Chargé d’ Affaires. 

With regard to the matter of the slaves, which you wrote in strong terms about, 
Meerza Mahmood Khan (the Persian Slave Commissioner) having just arrived here when 
your letter reached me, I sent for him and made inquiries into the question. It appeared 
that some time since the English Officers made a statement to him on this subject, and 
accordingly he investigated the affair, but could find nothing to prove the case. Meerza 
Mahomed Ali has reported the particulars to you, with which you will become acquainted. 
IT have again given strong injunctions to Meerza Mahmood Khan and to Meerza Koochook, 
whom I have despatched to Lingah to act as superintendent there, to exert themselves in 
order to prevent any infringement of the regulations in this matter. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 315, 


Meerza Mahomed Ali to Meerza Said Khan. 
(Translation.) 
May I be your sacrifice. August 16, 1859. 

I HAVE received by the Courier of the 12th of August, the letters which your 
Excellency wrote to me on the 3rd, and I have understood the instructions they contained. 
With regard to the conduct of the Chief of Lingah and the want of attention on the 
part of the Persian authorities to the fulfilment of the regulations regarding x Slave 
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Trade, and also with reference to the proceedings of the Captain of a bughah named 
“Sahib,” which, having been sspeseentel to your Excellency by the English Mission, you 
communicated to the Prince Governor and to myself, with instructions for me ta be 
vigilant in the matter, it fortunately happened that Meerza Mahmood Khan, who has for 
a long time been superintending these affairs, under orders from the Persian Government, 
and who had placed one of his subordinate officers at the Port of Lingah to put a stop to 
this Trade, having received permission to come to Sheeraz for three months on sick leave, 
had just arrived in this city. 

The Prince Governor summoned him to his presence and made inquires on the 
subject. He stated that, sometime ago, a communication to the above effect having been 
made to him by the British authorities, he had sent one of his officers to investigate the 
matter, and one slave was found on board the bughah, the Captain of which brought forward 
a number of witnesses to prove that this slave had been for years in his possession, that 
he had a wife then living in his house, and that he had not been recently imported. 

With this exception no slaves were found on board. ‘The Prince therefore gave 
strict orders to Meerza Mahmood Khan and also to Meerza Koochook, who is proceeding 
to Lingah on the part of the Prince, to attend most carefully to this matter. He further 
commanded Meerza Mahmood Khan, on his return to Bushire, to proceed himself to 
Lingah and there to investigate fully the question, and to give strict injunctions on this 
head. Meerza Koochook is to reside at Lingah, and therefore there is no likelihood of 
any neglect being shown in the matter. I have presumed to state this for your 
Excellency’s information. 





No. 316. 


Sir C. Wood to Sir. H. Rawlinson. 
(No. 1. Secret.) 


Sir, India Office, December 15, 1859. 

THE Slave Trade in the Persian Gulf has recently been the subject of extended 
correspondence between the British and the Local Authorities. I inclose an abstract of 
letters which have passed between the Resident at Bushire, the Persian Commissioner for 
the Suppression of the Slave Trade, the Indian Naval authorilies, and others, on the 
subject ; together with a copy of the instructions now issued to the officers of the Indian 
Navy, as to the search of vessels in a foreign port. 

You will observe that, according to the inclosed instructions, officers of the Indian 
Navy are interdicted from bringing to or boarding vessels in aforeign port under other 
than British colours, and the Bombay Government, although at first disposed to direct 
the modification of these instructions, have, on the representation of the Commander-in- 
chief of the Indian Navy, referred the matter home for decision, and have resolved that 
no alteration shall intermediately be made. That Government, however, is of opinion 
that by the despatch of the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Commissioner for 
Suppressing the Slave Trade, dated the 6th of January last, the Persian Government has, 
in addition to the search at sea authorized by the Convention of 1851, now conceded the 
search of vessels in harbour, but that it would be advisable to obtain a formal authority, 
if possible, for the employment of the right. 

Hitherto the right of search of Persian vessels by British cruizers has been based on 
the Convention concluded between Colonel Sheil and the Amir-i-Nizim in August, 1851, 
the term of which will expire on the Ist of January, 1863. In that Convention the right 
is restricted by a condition which till lately has rendered it nugatory, viz., that “the 
search shall from first to last be effected with the co-operation, intervention and know- 
ledge of Persian officers, who are to be on board vessels of the English Government.” 
The search of Arab vessels, including those of the Imim of Muscat, is accorded by sepa- 
rate Treaties, but the Acts of Parliament interpreting those Treaties, in speaking of the 
locality in which vessels may be visited and detained, use the expression “in any seas,” 
and make no mention of harbours or roadsteads. Even the despatch of the Persian 
Minister of the 6th of January last, referred to above, which is thought by the Bomba, 
Government to concede the right of search in the harbour of Bushire, is, in the Englis 
translation at least, extremely vague, 

_ Under these circumstances, and considering that the right of visit and search cannot 
be employed at all, even on the high seas, against foreign vessels, unless expressly 
permitted by international compact, and still less in the ports and roadsteads of a Fecign 
power against foreign vessels, unless by the express permission of that power, it seems 
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to me that it is desirable that afresh Convention should be entered into with the Persian 
Government, in which the right of searching vessels suspected of carrying slaves in 
Persian harbours and pilot waters should be distinctly laid down. 

You will receive further instructions on this subject from Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment ; but in the meanwhile it is desirable that you should take the matter into your 
consideration, and avail yourself of any opportunity of discussing it in a friendly manner 
with the Persian Minister. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) C. WOOD. 





Inclosure in No. 316. 
Abstract of Collection accompanying Bombay Political Despatch, duted May 23, 1859. 


ON the 28th of October, 1858, the Resident at Bushire addressed a letter to Mirz& 
Abdil Karim, officiating Commissioner for the Suppression of the Slave Trade at Bushire, 
and stated that he had received certain information that three vessels had arrived at 
Bushire from Shargah with about twenty slaves, who had been landed, and 55 Ts. extorted 
from the Captain of the vessel as customs upon them. These facts were testified to in a formal 
document by four persons connected with the Residency. The Resident added, that but 
for his confidence in the Persian Commissioner, the Commander of the British frigate 
in the roads might have seized parties engaged in the Slave Trade, but, in deference 
to the Persian authorities, would not interfere. The Persian Slave Commissioner replied 
to this letter on the 30th of October, 1858, and denied that any slaves had been landed 
at Bushire, but said he could not ascertain whether there had been slaves on board the 
vessels or not; at the same time he intimated that, as the vessels did not belong to 
Persia, “it would have been better if the Captain of the Government vessel had anchored 
in the roads, had examined the boatmen on the point at issue. If the circumstance 
reported were true, it would then become known to all.” 

On the Ist of November, 1858, the Resident inclosed copies of his correspondence 
with the Persian Commissioner to the Senior Officer of the Indian Navy at Bushire. He 
at the same time requested that that officer would adopt measures for the examination 
of every vessel coming into the roads, as, if the slaves were once landed, he had no hope 
of obtaining their surrender, “owing to the lukewarm co-operation of the Persian 
authorities.” He stated, however, that the search was to be limited to the inner and 
outer roads, and that if suspected vessels were anchored in the inner harbour he, the 
Resident, would ask for the aid of the Local Authorities. 

In the absence of Commodore Jenkins this letter was replied to by Commander 
Foulerton, commanding the steam-frigate “Punjab,” his letter being dated November 
4th, 1858, The following extract will show the reason for this officer’s declining to 
comply with the Commander’s requisition :—* I do not well see how I can carry out your 
views regarding searching and detaining vessels arriving at this port, as I have always 
understood the seizing a vessel in a foreign port would be illegal and against the law and 
custom of nations. Moreover there ** no order in force in the Indian Navy interdicting 
a from bringing to or boarding vessels in a foreign port under other than British 
colours.” 

‘*In the provisions for carrying out the Act of 12 & 13 Victoria, cap. 84, Provision 1 
only authorizes me to detain vessels ‘in any seas,’ saying nothing about harbours, ports, 
roadsteads, or rivers. Had it been intended I should seize vessels in harbour, I am of 
opinion it would have mentioned harbours, &c. My seizing a vessel here would be 
illegal, and I should lay myself open to the penalty of damages, as per Provision 17 of 
above Act.” 

The order referred to by Commander Foulerton is that by the Superintendent of 
the Indian Navy, dated the 19th December, 1840. 

On the 16th of November following, Commodore Jenkins, who had returned to the 
command of the station, addressed the Resident, and expressed his approval of Commander 
Foulerton’s views, and his belief that it would be detrimental to British interests “to 
take advantage of the maritime weakness of Persia, and act in opposition to international 
law.” He added, however, that, should the Persian Government solicit the assistance of 
Her Majesty’s arms, he would assume the “ heavy responsibility of using them within 
the pilot waters of the Persian Crown in aiding our Ally in efficiently supporting his 
naval jurisdiction ;” and, should the Resident deem it necessary, he would place s vessel 
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ae limits of the pilot waters, to search all vessels sanctioned by the laws of 
England. 

‘ On the 17th of November the Resident informed Commodore Jenkins that he should 
submit the whole question to the Government of Bombay, at the same time formally 
apprising the Commodore that Slave Traffic was being openly carried on at Bushire and 
its neighbourhood in the presence of English vessels-of-war. On the same day the 
Resident transmitted copies of the foregoing correspondence for the Government of 
Bombay. In stating how the correspondence arose, he makes the following remarks :— 
“It has reference to slaves who arrived in Shargah vessels and were sold in this town, 
though the reply of the Persian Slave Commissioner would deny the latter fact, while 
hinting at our own remissness in not searching the vessels in the roads, belonging as they 
did to Arab States, and therefore beyond the sphere of his legitimate controul, the 
Convention with Persia admitting only of his co-operation where Persian vessels are 
concerned.” 

“Tn this latter respect the Persian Commissioner has, in my opinion, very properly 
defined the limit of his duty; nor should I have appealed for his interference had the 
slaves not reached the town, where, of course, British right of search and action do not 
extend. Moreover, at the outset I was not aware myself that the delinquent vessels 
were not under Persian colours.” 

“Subsequent investigation confirmed the vessels as belonging to the port of Shargah, 
and subject to the authority of Sheikh Sultan-ben-Luggur, the Joasmee Chief, with whom 
we have defined Treaties on the question of slave suppression. Investigation, indeed, 
further proved that the landing and sale of a portion of the slave cargo was effected at 
Bushire, notwithstanding the denial of the Persian Slave Commissioner. This exhibits 
only how little we have to expect from Persian co-operation, and how wholly dependent 
we must be for success on our own unaided exertions. The inclosed Istishhad-Nameh, 
drawn up by members of this Residency, while indicating how far I am right in my 
conclusion, renders obvious the reasons which form an insuperable bar to the obtainment 
of direct testimony in cases where the prevailing feelings of all authorities and people 
are inimical to our proceedings in respect to Slave Trattic. The correspondence of my 
predecessor, as noted in the margin, treats, too, on the difficulties he experienced in this 
particular, where all conspire, either in alarm or for self-interest, to frustrate our aims, 
and to render nugatory the Convention so laudably subscribed to by the Shah.” 

“ This part of the subject it is my intention to bring to the notice of Her Majesty's 
Minister in Persia, and, as important questions have presented themselves in my corre- 
spondence on this topic with the Indian naval authorities serving in this Gulf, I am 
anxious to learn his Lordship in Council’s sentiments, or the opinion of the high law 
authorities, for guidance on future occasions. 

In referring to the refusal of the naval authorities, the Resident remarks that he 
has on many occasions brought under the consideration of Government the unequal 
operation of our various Treaties and Conventions with the Powers bordering on the 
Persian Gulf, and that, owing to the conflicting character of these Treaties, naval officers 
are often seriously embarrassed. He therefore submitted that Government should lay 
down some systematic course of action for the suppression of the Slave Trade in that 
Gulf, present Acts of Parliament not being explicit enough, dealing only with Arab 
Treaties and not with Conventions with Persia and Turkey, and besides necessitating the 
despatch of a vessel to the Presidency in the event of a single slave being captured in 
an Arab boat, this being scarcely admissible at any time, owing to the smallness of the 
Gulf Squadron. Qn the objection taken by the naval officers as to the Convention with 
Persia, “the ports, harbours and roadsteads are not specified as coming within the 
legitimate sphere of their action,” the Resident expressed his decided opposition to a 
reasoning “ which would contract the liberal intention of the Shah in conceding the right 
of search, in combination with Persian officers, without exception as to limits.” The 
Resident further noted, that the remissness of the English in not examining Arab vessels 
in Bushire had been commented on by the Persian Commissioner, and added, that to 
propagate the doubt propounded by the executive officers on our side would be to risk 
the pertiieee accorded without reservation by the Shah.” On the above letter of the 
Resident the Bombay Government resolved, under date the 11th of January, 1859, that 
it should be referred to the law officers whether a British ship has a right to search vessels 
suspected of carrying slaves in ports, harbours and roadsteads. Further, the Bombay 
Government were of opinion that if the Persian Government did not object to the right 
of search in Bushire Roads there need be no difficulty in exercising it, and the Indian 
Navy Order of December, 1840, might be modified to that extent. This resolution was 
communicated to the Resident in the Persian Gulf on the 15th of January, 1859, and on 
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the same day the Bombay Government informed the Commander-in-chief of the Indian 
Navy of their opinion that the Order above mentioned should be modified so far as Persian 
ports and harbours are concerned. 

In the meantime, the Bombay Government had received another despatch from the 
Resident at Bushire, dated the 18th November, 1858, announcing the capture of an Arab 
slaver at Bushire, and transmitting copy of a letter from Commodore Jenkins, dated the 
16th of November, giving the details of the capture, and requesting that a war vessel 
might be immediately despatched with it to Bombay. This vessel, named the “ Marzuk,” 
arrived, under escort of the brigantine “ Tigress,” at Bombay, on the 4th of January, 
1859. The Commander-in-chief of the Indian Navy immediately reported the circum- 
stance, and stated that there were twenty-five slaves on board, of whom nineteen were not 
originally in the vessel before its capture ; he also requested that steps might be taken to 
obtain the condemnation of the vessel in the Admiralty Court, and forwarded a letter from 
Commodore Jenkins, dated the 19th of November, giving complete details of the 
capture, From this letter it appears that ou the 16th of November the Resident 
announced the arrival of a vessel from Lingah with slaves on board, and that the Persian 
Commissioner was prepared to co-operate in its seizure. The Commodore accordingly 
sent a party to take the vessel, and the slaves were discovered by the Persian Commis- 
sioner, who was very zealous and active on the occasion, and the first to board. The 
slaves were six in number—one male and five females. Ship papers there were 
none, 

On the correspondence connected with the seizure being transmitted to the law 
authorities, the Advocate-General submitted an opinion that the “Marzuk” was engaged in 
the Traffic of Slaves, in contravention of the Treaty between the British Government and 
the Chief of Rast *| Khaimah, and was liable to seizure and confiscation by the British 
authorities; further, that as this vessel, although in the Bushire roads, was engaged in an 
act no less contrary to the laws of Persia than to the terms of the above ‘Treaty, its 
seizure was fully justifiable without the co-operation of the Persian Commissioner; but 
that the Commodore acted with proper caution in availing himself of that co-operation, as 
it precluded all question as to the propriety and competency of the act. 

On the question of the seizure of the above-named vessel, and in answer to the letter 
of the Bombay Government of the 15th of January, with reference to the prohibitory 
orders in force in the Indian Navy against the search of vessels in foreign ports, the 
Commander-in-chief of the Indian Navy addressed the Government of Bombay on the 
18th of February, 1859, in the following terms:—“The order in question is dated 
19th December, 1840, and I have appended a copy of it hereto. I have not been able to 
discover from any records in my office the cause of this order, which, I should imagine, 
however, must have been issued under instructions from Government,” 

“But I would venture to remark that, although the Persian Slave Commissioner 
may not object to the right of search in Bushire roads, the alteration of this rule, which 
is in accordance, I believe, with the laws and customs of nations, may lead to complica- 
tions if practised generally against all vessels.” 

“1 would with the greatest deference submit, that the case which has lately occurred 
at Bushire, in which Commodore Jenkins has seized an Arab vessel, is not in accordance 
with maritime law, nor with the Treaties entered into with the Arab Chiefs, unless by the 
term ‘wheresoever,’ which is used to define the places where capture is consented to, all 
ports and roudsteads to whatever nation belonging can be held to apply.” 

“Such a power has never before been exercised; and when it is considered that 
during the last seven years, since the Treaty with Persia was entered into, no attempt 
has been made to capture Arab vessels in Persian ports, although it has been notorious 
to everyone that vessels with slaves constantly called at Bushire, your Lordship in 
Council will not, I trust, be disposed to blame Commander Foulerton, whose proceedings, 
I am induced to suppose, have given rise to this correspondence, for declining to institute 
a new practice contrary to the rules of the Service, and when Commodore Jenkins, 
Commanding the Squadron in the Persian Gulf was daily expected at Bushire.” 

“T would, in conclusion, request instructions as to the extent to which the Order of 
19th December, 1840, is to be modified.” 

In reply to this letter, the Bombay Government, on the 23rd of March, stated their 
opinion that the permission to search the vessels in the roadstead of Bushire is so great a 
concession by the Persian authorities that it should not be foregone; that, therefore, 
whenever those authorities granted the permission, the search should be made, and that 
any refusal to grant permission should be reported to Government, in order that, if 
expedient, negotiations on the subject might be opened. At the same time the Bombay 
Government inclosed to the Commander-in-chief of the Indian Navy a letter from 
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Mr. Doria of the 8th of a to the Governor-General, inclosing copies of instructions 
from the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Local Authorities of Bushire relative 
to increased exertions in the suppression of the Slave Trade. Mr. Doria had likewise 
written to the Resident at Bushire on the 6th of January, transmitting the above papers 
to him also. These papers will be found in the records at Tehran, and it is very desirable 
that copies of the original Persian should be transmitted to the India Office. Upon the 
whole question the members of the Bombay Government have each recorded minutes, to 
the effect that a formal authority should be obtained for the right of search from the 
Persian Ministers by the Home Government. 


( A.) 
Superintendent's Office, Bombay, December 19, 1840. 
By the Superintendent of the Indian Navy. 


The Superintendent calls the attention of officers in command of the Honourable 
Company’s ships and vessels-of-war, when riding in a foreign port, to the practice of 
bringing-to and boarding vessels under other colours than British. 

Captains, Commanders, and Commanding Officers are hereby interdicted from 
bringing-to or boarding vessels in a foreign port, under other than British colours, and in 
this to be cautious in not giving offence by any infraction of port regulation. 

Should particular occasions require the boarding of vessels, great caution must be 
used not to give cause for dissatisfaction. 
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No. 317. 


Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.--(Received April 5.) 
(No. 25.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, March 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that in the sitting of the Chamber 
of Peers of the 26th instant, Count Thomar rose and called the attention of the Chamber 
to what had taken place with reference to the question of the “Charles et Georges,” on 
the occasion of the discussion on the Address in answer to the Royal Speech. 

His Excellency said that, acting upon the documents presented by the Portuguese 
Government, and under the supposition, founded upon them and upon the Ministerial 
speeches, that Portugal had met with the most complete neglect on the part of England, 
in this question, which Great Britain ought to consider as her own, and in which she 
could not refuse firm support to her faithful Ally, he had, as a true and patriotic Portu- 
guese, stigmatised and censured the inexplicable conduct of the English Government 
towards Portugal, «nd that he had done so under the conviction that such neglect had 
actually taken place ; but that upon seeing in the papers relating to this case, which 
were preseited to the British Parliament, the proofs that the English Government had 
from the very commencement offered their good offices to the Portuguese Government, 
and had actually put them in practice to the extent of eliciting their acknowledgments 
and thanks for the same, as stated ina document which he would read to the Chamber, 
and which statement had not been denied by the Government ; he felt bound, conscien- 
tiously, to declare to the House that he therefore withdrew the censure which he had 
without foundation imputed to the English Government, as being entirely unmerited, 
according to the uncontradicted confessions of the Marquis de Loulé, and that he reserved 
his judgment upon the proceedings of the English Government in this case, until such 
time as the actual Cabinet, whose attention he now called to the documents published in 
England, as he had done that of their predecessors, should elucidate the question by 
stating how far the assertions of the English Government were correct. 

Count da Taipa made some ubservations tending to impngn the declaration of Count 
Thomar, and after some further conversation the subject dropped. 

The paper referred to by Count Thomar is my despatch to your Lordship of this 
series dated the 22nd November, 1858, and published under No. 66 of the Correspond- 
ence preserted to Parliament. 








I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No. 318. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 7, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of a despatch and its inclo- 
sure from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope,* reporting what 
passed in the Mixed Commission Court on the occasion of a question put by the Portu- 
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ge Commander to Commander Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” as to whe- 
er that officer considered that he had a right in the execution of his duties for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade “ to enter the bays, rivers, and creeks, in the Portuguese 
territories.” 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 319. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Howard. 

(No. 18.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 14, 1859. 

SIR GEORGE JACKSON having resigned his appointment as Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, established at Loanda 
under the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, I have to acquaint you that the Queen has been pleased 
to promote Mr. Edmund Gabriel from the post of Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed 
Commission, vacant by Sir George Jackson’s retirement. 

T have further to acquaint you that the Queen has been pleased to appoint Captain 
Sir Henry Huntley, R.N., in addition to his appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Loanda, to be Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission Court established at 
that place, in the room of Mr. Gabriel; and I have to instruct you to announce these 
appointments to the Portuguese Government, and you will request that instructions may 
be issued to the Portuguese authorities at Loanda to acknowledge Mr. Gabriel and Sir 
Henry Huntley in their above-mentioned capacities, and to show them the courtesy and 
attention due to them. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 320. 
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received Mau 4.) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, April 26, 1859. 
IN compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of this 
serics, No. 18 of the 14th instant, received on the 23rd instant, I addressed to the Duke 
of Terceira on the latter day, the note of which I have the honour to inclose a copy, 
announcing to his Excellency the appointment of Mr. Edmund Gabriel to be Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at 
Loanda, under the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and Por- 
tugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, in the room of Sir George Jackson, 
resigned, and of Sir Henry Huntley, R.N., Her Majesty’s Consul at Loanda, to be Her 
Majesty’s Arbitrator in the same Commission in the room of Mr. Gabriel, and requesting 
that instructions may be sent to the Portuguese authorities at Loanda for the recognition 
of these gentlemen in their said capacities. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 





Inclosure in No. 320. 
Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceira. 


M. le Ministre, Lisbon, April 23, 1859. 
SIR GEORGE JACKSON having resigned his appointment as Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at Loanda 
under the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, I have the honour, in compliance with the 
instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, to acquaint your Excellency that the Queen has been pleased to 
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promote Mr. Edmund Gabriel from the post of Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed 
Commission to that of Her Majesty’s Commissioner, vacant by Sir George Jackson’s 
retirement ; and to appoint Captain Sir Henry Huntley, R.N., in addition to his 
appointment as Fler Majesty’s Consul at Loanda, to be Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the 
Mixed Court established at that place, in the room of Mr. Gabriel. 

In announcing these appointments to your Excellency, I am further directed by the 
Earl of Malmesbury to request that instructions may be issued to Her Most Faithful 
Majesty’s authorities at Loanda, to acknowledge Mr. Gabriel and Sir Henry Huntley in 
their above-mentioned capacities, and to show them the courtesy and attention due to 
them. 


(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
TE eee 
No. 321. 
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, April 29, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 27 of the 26th instant, I have the honour to 
inclose a translation of a note of the 27th instant, which I have received from the Duke 
of Terceira, acquainting me that he was on that day addressing the Minister of Marine, 
with a view to the transmission by that Department of the necessary orders for the 
recognition by the Portuguese authorities of the Province of Angola, of Mr. Gabriel as 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner, and of Sir Henry Huntley as Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, in 
the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at Loanda, and that he 
reserved to himself to bring the nominations of these gentlemen to the knowledge of the 
Portuguese Commissioner in the said Commission by the first opportunity. 

have, &c 


(Signed) | HENRY F. HOWARD. 





Inclosure in No. 321. 
The Duke of Terceira to Mr. Howard. 


(Translation.) Lisbon, April 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which you addressed 
to me on the 23rd instant, informing me, by instructions from your Government, that in 
consequence of the resignation by Sir George Jackson of his post as British 
Commissioner in the Mixed Commission at Loanda, Her Britannic Majesty has been 
pleased to promote the Arbitrator of the same Commission, Mr. Edmund Gabriel, in his 
place, appointing as Arbitrator Captain Sir Henry Huntley, R.N., who will fulfil that 
Office as well as that of British Consul at St. Paul de Loanda. 

In acknowledging your communication, I beg to inform you that I am this day 
addressing the Minister of Marine, with a view to the transmission by that Department 
of the necessary orders for the recognition of those functionaries by the Portuguese 
authorities in the Province of Angola, reserving to myself to inform the Portuguese 
Commissioner in the said Mixed Commission of these nominations, by the first 
opportunity. 

I renew, &c. 





(Signed) DUQUE DE TERCEIRA. 
No. 322. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr Howard. 
(No. 20.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's 
Commisioners at the Cape of Good Hope,* relative to a question which has arisen 
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between Her Majesty’s Commissioners and their Portuguese Colleagues as to whether 
an Arbitrator once elected by ballot for the adjudication of a case should undertake the 
arbitration throughout that case, or whether as each point of difference occurred there 
should be a new ballot for the election of an Arbitrator. 

You will see, on referring to the correspondence as noted in the margin,* that a 
similar question arose in the year 1849 between the British and Portuguese Commissioners 
in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, when both the British and Portuguese 
Governments placed on record their opinion that an Arbitrator once elected should be the 
Arbitrator throughout the case. 

I have accordingly to instruct you to remind the Portuguese Government of these 
facts, and you will request that instructions may be sent to the Portuguese Commissioners 


at the Cape of Good Hope in the same sense on this point as it has already instructed 
those at Loanda. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 323. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 21.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner at Loanda,f inclosing a copy of the sentence pronounced by the Court of 
Relaciio at that place on an appeal from the judgment of the Juiz de Dircito, in the 
notorious slave-trader Benito Derizans. 

As this person has already escaped from Lisbon, the sentence, in so far as he is 
concerned, is not of much importance, but I have to call your special attention to it as 
laying down a rule which Her Majesty’s Government cannot but consider contrary to the 
spirit and letter of the Treaty between the two Countries for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade. 

You will therefore make an immediate representation upon the subject to the 
Portuguese Government, who I am persuaded will not allow an interpretation to be put 
upon laws which have been passed with the object of putting an end to the Trathe in 
Slaves, if such interpretation be calculated, as in this instance, to afford a direct 
encouragement to slave-dealers. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBORY. 


et 


No. 324. 


Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 23.) 


(No. 20. Confidential.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, June 13, 1859. 

DON FRANCISCO RIVAROSA, the notorious slave-trader, arrived here from 
England a fortnight ago. 

M. Maciel Monteiro, the Brazilian Minister, who has always actively co-operated 
with me for the suppression of the Slave Trade, informs me that he has placed 
himself in communication with the Civil Governor of Lisbon, who is the head of 
the police, and has taken other measures for the purpose of watching Rivarosa’s 
movements; that as yet he has not discovered anything suspicious in them, but that if he 
should do so he will not fail to acquaint me. 

Under these circumstances [ deem it most prudent, particularly considering 


M. Monteiro’s well-organized superintenednce, not to awaken suspicion by taking any 
measures of my own. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD 


a 


* Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Howard, October 26, 1849. Mr. Howard to Viscount Palmerston, 


none ae Lag Slave Trade Papers presented to Parliament, Class B, pp. 271 and 280.) 
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Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received June 25.) 
(No, 31.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, June 18, 1859. 
INCLOSED I have the honour of transmitting to your Lordship a copy of a note 
which I addressed under yesterday’s date to the Duke of Terceira, containing the 
representation which I was directed by your Lordship’s despatch No. 21 of the 8th 
instant to make to the Portuguese Government, on the subject of the sentence of Court 
of Relacio of Loanda on an appeal in the case of the notorious slave-trader Benito 
Derizans. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 





Inclosure in No. 325. 
Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceira. 


M. le Ministre, Lisbon, June 17, 1859. 

IT is my duty, in compliance with instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, to 
bring under your Excellency’s notice the inclosed sentence of the Court of Relacio of 
Loanda on an appeal from the judgment of the Juiz de Direito in the case of the well 
known slave-dealer, Benito Derizans. 

As this person has already escaped from Lisbon, the sentence, in so far as he is con- 
cerned, is not of much importance. It acquires, however, a peculiar importance, as laying 
down a rule which Her Majesty’s Government cannot but consider contrary to the spirit 
and letter of the Treaty between the two countries for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
That principle is that the penalties imposed for smuggling are to be applied to the crews 
of vessels equipped for the Slave Trade, and that in order to render these delinquents 
liable to the punishment awarded in the 19th Article of the Decree of the 10th of Decem- 
ber, 1536, it is necessary that slaves should actually be on board the vessel at the time of 
capture. This judgment is founded on the 7th Article of the above-mentioned Decree. 

I beg your Excellency’s attention to the arguments by which the provisions of that 
Article, which refer exclusively to the examination by the civil authorities of vessels 
fitting out in the ports of Portugal to navigate to Africa, and the penaltics incurred by 
the parties concerned in such vessels if found with articles designed for the Slave Trade, 
are applicd to individuals found on board ships detained on the African Coast com- 
pletely equipped to receive slaves. 

For particulars respecting the condemnation of the ‘General Pierce,” and of her 
crew (including Derizans), I beg to refer your Excellency to my note of 4th April, 1857, 
and to further correspondence of that year. It will be sufficient for me to recall here 
that he was in reality the captain and principal manager of this and of several other 
slaving enterprises, that he was condemned by the Tribunal of Loanda on the 7th June, 
1856, to serve three years without pay on a vessel of the State, as an accessory to the 
offence of slave-trading. Finally, the said sentence was reversed by that now com- 
plained of, which assimilates his offence to that of smuggling and not to that of piracy, 
on the ground of the absence of proof of any overt act of having conveyed slaves. 

The last paragraph of the 9th Article of the Treaty of 1842, between our two 
Sovereigns, after enumerating certain articles of equipment, declares the existence of such 
on any vessel to be primd facie evidence of the actual employment of that vessel in the 
Traffic of negroes. By the 15th Article, that Trade is declared piracy, and Portuguese 
who shall take a part therein are to be subject to the most severe secondary punish- 
ment. 

The sentence of 23rd February, 1859, appears therefore to be not only an incorrect 
interpretation of the Decree of 10th December, 1836, but in direct contradiction to the 
Treaty of 1842. It cannot but have the most pernicious effect in regard to the final 
eradication of the Slave Trade in the Portuguese possessions. It is to be feared that if 
slave adventures can be conducted by Portuguese subjects without other risk, until the 
slaves are actually embarked, than the loss of the money which may be employed in 
fitting out their expeditions, and a trifling fine, many unprincipled men will readily be 
found to engage in a pursuit which offers to them the prospect of such great pecuniary 
advantages as invariably follow the successful issue of transactions of this cs 
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I feel convinced that the enlightened Government of His Most Faithful Majesty 
could never have contemplated such an interpretation of the law as has now for the first 
time been established by the Court of RelacSo at Loanda, and I do not entertain a doubt 
but that a knowledge of the facts which I have now the honour to report, will produce 
measures calculated to remove the existing defects in the Portuguese legislation on this 
unfortunate matter, and to deter notorious criminals like Benito Derizans from engaging 
in a Traffic solemnly prohibited by the Treaty ia, “4 ~ Crowns. 

avail, &c, 








(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No. 326. 
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 25.) 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, 


Lisbon, June 18, 1859. 
IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 20 
of the 8th instant, I this day addressed to the Duke of Terceira the note of which 
I have the honour to inclose a copy, requesting the transmission by the earliest opportu- 
nity of instructions to the Portuguese Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, to be 
guided by the recorded opinions of both the Governments of Great Britain and Portugal 
in respect to the election of an Arbitrator in cases of differences between them and the 
British Commissioners in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission. 
have, &e. 
(Signed) | HENRY F. HOWARD. 





Inclosure in No, 326. 
Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceira. 


M. le Ministre, Lisbon, June 18, 1859. 

A QUESTION has arisen between Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of 
Geod Hope and those of His Most Faithful Majesty, as to whether an Arbitrator once 
elected by ballot for the adjudication of a case should undertake the arbitration 
throughout that case, or whether, as each point of difference occurred, there should be a 
new ballot for the election of an Arbitrator. 

Your Excellency will perceive, on referring to the correspondence of the year 1849, 
that a similar question arose in that year between the British and Portuguese Commis- 
sioners at Loanda, when both the British and Portuguese Governments placed on record 
their opinion that an Arbitrator once elected should be the Arbitrator throughout the 


e, 

The British Commissioners i... »rmed those of Portugal, in a case brought before the 
Commission last year, that, in 1831, the opinion of the King’s Advocate had been 
given to the effect that a Commissioner of Arbitration having once been chosen in a 
particular case, he is the proper person to whom all subsequent matters of dispute in the 
same case ought to be be referred, and they pressed on their colleagues their desire to 
abide by that opinion. 

To this the Commissioners and Arbitrator of His Most Faithful Majesty declined to 
accede, expressing their determination not 1o proceed with the business rather than 
adopt it. 

This course of proceeding appears to be directly at variance with former 
assurances received from the Portuguese Government. In consequence of representations 
from that of Her Majesty in the case of tbe ship “ Galianna,” Count Tojal, then Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, informed Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, by a note dated February 
7, 1850, that “the necessary orders were about to be issued to the Commissioners of 
Loanda, that in the event of an equal number of votes on any question, or in event of a 
difference of opinion between the two Commissioners, the stipulations of the [Vth Article 
of the Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, be exclusively attended to, the 
first Arbiter named serving to decide any difference of opinion which may arise with 
reference to the same question.” 

This being communicated by the Portuguese Government to their Commissioners at 
Loanda a minute was entered in the book of that Commission, to the effect that, 
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according to the construction of the Slave Trade Treaty taken by Great Britain and 
rege, an Arbitrator once elected is to be the Arbitrator throughout the case in which 
chosen, 

These decisions have been communicated to the Portuguese Commissioners at the 
Cape. They, however, refuse to alter their former views unless they receive instructions 
from Portugal. 

In order, therefore, to prevent any further obstruction of business, I have the honour, 
in compliance with the instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to request et ed Excellency will give instruc- 
tions, by the earliest opportunity, to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioners at the 
Cape that they shall be guided by the recorded opinions of both the Governments of 
Great Britain and Portugal on the point at issue. 


I avail, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
ep ee 
No, 327. 

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 22.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 4, 1859. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 31 of the 18th instant, inclosing a copy of a 
note which, in pursuance of instructions from Lord Malmesbury, you addressed to the 
Duke of Terceira on the subject of the judgment of the Court of Relacao at Loanda, 
in the case of the notorious slave-dealer Benito Derizans, and I have to acquaint you 
that I approve the representation addressed by you to the Portuguese Government in 
this matter. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 328. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 23.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a duplicate of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner at Loanda, suggesting that for the future the correspondence for Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners should be sent to Lishon, to be forwarded from thence by the 
line of packets which has recently been established to run between the Tagus and 
Loanda. 

I have given directions that the correspondence for Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
should be forwarded as suggested by Mr. Gabricl, and I have to request that you will 
keep me informed of any changes which may take place in the dates of the departure 
of the packets in question from Lisbon. 

As the correspondence between Her Majesty’s Commissioners and this Department is 
ofa nature which more or less interests Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, I have instructed 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to send under flying seal to you, such of their despatches 
as relate to questions on which you may be called upon to act, or to matters with which 
they may think it advisable that you should be made acquainted. 


TI am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELM. 





No. 829. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 24.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, 
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No. 330. 


oe Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell—(Received July 22.) 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, July 14, 1859. 


IN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 22 of the 4th 
instant, acquainting me with your Lordship’s approval of the note which, in pursuance 
of the Earl of Malmesbury’s instructions, I addressed to the Duke of Terceira on the 
17th ultimo, relative to the judgment of the Court of Relagio at Loanda, in the case 
of the notorious slave-trader Benito Derizans, I beg to state that I received, on the 
llth instant, a note from his Excellency of the date of the 6th, informing me that he 
had already brought the contents of my note to the knowledge of the Minister of 
Marine, and that he hoped to be enabled shortly to send me a reply. 





Thave, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No. 331. 
Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell_—(Received August 1.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, July 26, 1859. 


HAVING, in consequence of the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 23 of 
the 16th instant, addressed a letter to Mr. Medlicott, one of the Directors of the 
Mercantile Union Company, requesting him to acquaint me with the dates, as at 
present fixed, of the departure of their steam-packets from Lisbon to Loanda and other 
ports on the West Coast of Africa, I have this day received a reply from him stating 
that the Company, having found that monthly voyages to the Coast of Africa do not, 
for the present, afford sufficient time for collecting a return cargo, although from Lisbon 
there is always more than can be taken, have resolved to act in accordance with their 
contract, and to despatch a steamer every second month only from Lisbon, to sail 
punctually on the 20th. ; 

The “ Don Pedro,” steam-packet, sailed on the 22nd of this month; the “ Este- 
phania ” is to sail on the 20th of September, and the “ Africa” is to follow on the 20th 
of November. 

Mr. Medlicott adds that this arrangement may be altered as soon as facilities are 
afforded for more easily conveying the produce from the interior to the coast, and that 
when any alteration does take place he will not fail to send me the earliest information 
of it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 


— rr 


No. 382. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 1.) 
(No. 4.) 


Lisbon, July 26, 1859. 
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No. 333. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, August 2, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 32 of the 18th of June last to the Earl of 
Malmesbury, I have the honour to inclose a copy and a translation of a note of the 
28th ultimo, which I have received from the Duke of Terceira, acquainting me that 
instructions, in the sense desired by Her Majesty’s Government, are about to be issued 
to the Portuguese Commissioner in the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission at the 
Cape of Good Hope, in respect to the election of an Arbitrator in cases of difference 
arising between him and the British Commissioner. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 





Inclosure in No. 333. 
The Duke Terceira to Mr. Howard. 


(Translation.) Palace, July 28, 1859. 

I HAVE before me the note which you were pleased to address to me on the 18th 
of June last, in which, referring to the difference of opinion which had lately arisen 
between the Portuguese and British Members of the Mixed Commission established at 
the Cape of Good Hope, upon the interpretation which ought to be given to Article IV of 
Annex B to the Treaty of 3rd of July, 1842, in that part which treats of the naming of an 
Arbiter to decide upon any difference of opinion between the respective Commissioners, 
you request, in the name of your Government, that instructions be sent to the Portuguese 
Commissioner in the said Mixed Commission to observe in this case what has already 
been decided upon between the two Governments of Portugal and of Great Britain. 

In reply to your said note I have the honour to state to you that, as in 1850, it was 
decided, with reference to the Mixed Commission established at Loanda, that, in the 
event of a casting-vote being required in any decision, or of a difference of opinion 
between the two Commissioners, the Arbiter first appointed in accordance with the 
said Article IV of Annex B should be the one to decide upon all points in which a 
difference of opinion might arise having reference to the case under discussion; the 
necessary instructions are now about to be issued to His Majesty’s Commissioner at the 
Cape of Good Hope, to the effect that the same principle be observed there, not only 
from the necessity of harmonizing the labours of the two Mixed Commissions, but also 
in consideration of that being the most reasonable interpretation of the above-mentioned 
Art. IV of Annex B. 

Your above-mentioned request being thus complied with, as preferred on the part 


of your Government, I avail, &c. 
(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA. 





No. 334. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell—(Received August 12.) 
(No. 6.) ; = 


Lisbon, August 6, 1859. 
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No. 335. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 25.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1859. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 6 of the 6th instant, I have to acquaint you 
that there is no record in this Department of any communication from Count Lavradio 
regarding the permission granted to Senhor Flores to return to Angola. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
—<—<—— SEES 


No. 336. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 26.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of a correspondence which 
has passed between the Portuguese Minister at this Court and this Department, relative 
to the proceedings of’ British cruizers on the East Coast of Africa. 


Ian, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 336. 


Count Lavradio to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


(Translation.) Portuguese Legation, London, January 10, 1859. 

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty, in compliance with orders just received from his Government, has the 
honour to lay before his Excellency, the Earl of Malmesbury, &c., the following facts, 
which were officially transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government by the Commissioner of 
the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission at the Cape of Good Hope :— 

The British war-steamer “ Lyra,” proceeding from Quilimane towards Mozambique, 
met the Portuguese pangayo “ Flor de Mocambique,’ and the Commander of the 
“Lyra” suspecting, it is not known on what grounds, that the “ Flor de Mogambique ” 
was employed in the infamous Traffic in Slaves, detained her ; and not considering her, 
as was his duty, as a vessel suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, but really 
as if she had been a ship already tried and condemned, ordered her to be burnt; and 
landing the major part of the crew on the Isles of Bazaruto, took possession of the 
lading, the despatches, the ship's papers, and everything else found on board the vessel. 
But this arbitrary proceeding of the capturing officer being brought to the knowledge 
of the Mixed Commission, established at the Cape of Good Hope, a trial was instituted, 
in accordance with the stipulations of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal 
and Great Britain, and the pangayo was fully acquitted by the Mixed Commission. 

This fact, and many others which the Undersigned might bring forward, and which 
have: been very prejudicial to the lawful trade of Portugal, prove more than sufficient] 
the haste, or at least the too great zeal, with which some of the Commanders of British 
ships, employed in the African cruizers, proceed in detaining the Portuguese ships which 
they meet with. Detention, however, even when with slight grounds, may be exensed ; but 
what cannot be excused, or even tolerated, is, that Commanders of British ships should 
proceed as the Commander of the steamer “Lyra” proceeded, arrogating to himself, 
with manifest violation of the above-mentioned Treaty, the jurisdiction which apper- 
tains to Mixed Commissions only. 

Her Most Faithful Majesty's Government, well assured of the justice with which 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government always acts, cannot doubt that it will hasten to 
repair, as far as possible, the violation of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, effected by the 
Commander of the steamer “ Lyra,” as well as to indemnify the subjects of Portugal 
for the damages resulting from the violation mentioned; and above all, Her Most 
Faithful Majesty's Government trusts that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty 
will, by those means which shall appear most expedient to it, prevent the repetition of 
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acts which, being a manifest violation of the Treaty subsisting between the two Crowns 
of Portugal and Great Britain, are also extremely prejudicial to Portuguese commerce. 


The Undersigned, &c. 
: (Signed) LAVRADIO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 336. 
Count Lavradio to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


(Translation.) Portuguese Legation, London, February 24, 1859. 


THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, had the honour, on the 10th of January of the present year, 
to address a note to his Excellency the Earl of Malmesbury, &c., stating the illegality 
and violence with which the Commandant of the British war-steamer “Lyra,” employed 
in cruizing on the East Coast of Africa, had acted against the Portuguese pangayo 
“Flor de Mogambique,” which was judged bad prize by the competent Court, as the 
Undersigned has already had the honour to communicate to his Excellency the Earl of 
Malmesbury. 

But the Commandant of the “Lyra,” without noticing the formal condemnation of 
his former act, went on to capture the Portuguese yacht “ Esperanca,” under the futile 
pretext that she carried on board water and provisions which he considered excessive, 
notwithstanding that all the ship’s papers were found to be in form; and that it was 
proved that the yacht, far from being engaged in illicit traffic, had a valuable cargo of 
ivory and sesamum seeds. 

Afterwards the Commandant of the “Lyra,” going on with his design, not of 
preventing the Traffic in Slaves, but really of completely destroying the lawful commerce 
of Portugal in East Africa, captured the boat “ Fatte Mabruque,” and directly after the 
said Commandant, entering into the Bay of Angoxa, captured and destroyed sixteen 
Portuguese pangayos, without any pretext being shown for his doing this, and still less 
any right, which certainly could not be based on any of the Articles of the Treaty 
concluded between the Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain on the 3rd July, 1842. 

The Commandant of the “ Lyra,” appearing to be unacquainted with the limits of 
his powers as a cruizer, which are clearly designated in the aforesaid Treaty, assumed 
the functions of supreme judge of his own acts and executioner of his judgments, not 
only in the seas but also in the bays of the East Coast of Africa. 

Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government is persuaded that the Government of Her 
Britannic Majesty will not tolerate any longer, nor leave unpunished, the scandalous 
proceedings of the Commandant of the British war-steamer “ Lyra,” and that it will 
hasten, after due investigation, to indemnify the subjects of Portugal who were victims 
of the inexcusable violence of the Commandant of the “ Lyra.” . 

His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government further hopes that the Government of 
Her Britannic Majesty, in directing the instructions to be revised which have been given 
to the Commanders of cruizers intended to prevent the infamous Traffic in Slaves, will 
ascertain whether they have been drawn out in conformity with the stipulations of the 
aforesaid 'I'reaty, and if this has been done so plainly that, while they are efficient to . 
prevent the infamous Traffic, at the same time they cannot be interpreted in a way to 
afford a pretext to the English cruizers to ruin Portuguese commerce, to violate Treaties, 
and to practise acts such as those which have just been practised by the Commandant of 
the “ Lyra.” 

It is necessary that the English cruizérs shall always be aware that if the Treaty of 
the Srd July, 1842, gives them the right of visit, it does not give them the right of 
capturing a ship, unless under certain circumstances which are very clearly pointed out in 
the Treaty. 

But this right of judging the captured ship is in no case granted to the cruizers, but 
is really an attribution of the Mixed Commissions. : 

The Undersigned, bringing all these deplorable occurrences to the knowledge of 
his Excellency the Earl of Malmesbury, by the very positive order which he has received 
from the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, confiding in the equity of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, trusts that it will obtain full and prompt satisfaction ; 
and he takes this opportunity, &c. 

(Signed) LAVRADIO. 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 336. 
Count Lavradio to Lord J. Russell. 


(Translation.) Portuguese Legation, London, July 12, 1859. 


THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary fof Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, has received orders from his Government to address his Excel- 
lency Lord John Russell, &c., to ask of his Excellency the decision of the important 
claims which the Undersigned, in his two notes of the 10th January and 24th February 
of the present year, had the honour to present to the Earl of Malmesbury, then 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, relative to certain acts done in the seas and in 
different parts of Eastern Africa belonging to the Crown of Portugal, by the Commander 
of the steamer “ Lyra,” of the Royal British Navy. 

The Undersigned has also received the commands of his Government to communi- 
cate to his Excellency Lord John Russell the inclosed documents, that is to 
say !-— 

. 1. Copy of a letter which the Portuguese Commissioner, resident at the Cape of 
Good Hope, addressed to Admiral Sir Frederic Grey, on the 12th December last, in 
reference to an important conversation which they had had some days before relative to 
the proceedings of the Commander of the steamer “ Lyra,” the same which are treated 
of in the two above-mentioned notes of the Undersigned. 

2. Copy of the letter which Sir Frederic Grey addressed, on the 14th of the same 
month of December, to the said Portuguese Commissioner at the Cape of Good Hope. 

It appears that Sir Frederic Grey, in the conversation which he had with the 
Portuguese Commissioner, was first desirous of maintaining that the Protocols, signed in 
London by the Portuguese and British Plenipotentiaries on the 12th August, 1847, and 
the 19th November, 1850, were still in force, but was obliged to admit his svrious 
mistake; but that he insisted that although the Protocols were not renewed, the 
temporary concessions were still in force which the Government of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty had made therein to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, grounding this 
opinion on a certain correspondence which, after the refusal to renew the Protocols given 
on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government, had taken place between the 
two Governments. 

The Undersigned has been authorized to deny the existence of the correspondence 
which is alleged, it is not known on what foundation, by Sir Frederic Grey. 

The correspondence between the Portuguese and British Governments relative to 
the refusal on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government to renew the 
Protocols of 1847 and 1850, was presented, in 1854, to the two Houses of the British 
Parliament. Besides the documents presented to the British Parliament upon that affair, 
there is only one confidential note, which the Viscount d’Athoguia, then the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Her Most Faithful Majesty, addressed, on the 16th May, 1854, to 
Sir Richard Pakenham, then Plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty, at the Court of 
Lisbon, a document which Sir Richard Pakenham would, without doubt, hasten to 
transmit to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, but which, nevertheless, the 
Undersigned takes the liberty to send, in copy, to his Excellency Lord John Russell, 
because this important document ought to be looked at as a final and categorical refusal 
to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government on the part of the Government of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty to renew the concessions made in the above-mentioned Protocols, 
for the reasons very explicitly detailed in a note which the Undersigned had the 
honour to address, on the 15th of February, 1854, to the Earl of Clarendon, then 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

It being, then, unquestionable that the Protocols of the 12th August, 1847, and 19th 
November, 1850, ceased to be in force from the 19th November, 1853, and it being also 
certain that the acts done in the Portuguese possessions of Eastern Africa by the 
Commander of the steamer “ Lyra,” with the approval of Admiral Sir Frederic Grey 
are long subseqnent to the said year 1853, the Undersigned trusts that Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government will hasten to inform Sir Frederic Grey, through the proper 
Department, of his serious mistake, thus preventing the repetition of similar overbearing 
acts to those committed by the Commander of the steamer “ Lyra.” The Undersigned 
hopes also that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, in whose justice he fully confides, 
will repair, as far as possible, the injury done to Portugucse subjects who were engaged 
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in lawful commerce, and will indemnify them for the losses which they are suffering with 
conspicuous injustice. 
The Undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) LAVRADIO. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 336. 
The Chevalier Duprat to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


My dear Sir Frederic, Mixed Commission Chambers, December 12, 1853. 


WITH reference to the conversation which took place in Mr. Frere’s room about a 
fortnight since, regarding the sanction by my Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s 
ships-of-war, to enter the bays, ports, crecks, rivers, and other places within the 
dominions of the Crown of Portugal, on the East Coast of Africa, where Portuguese 
authorities, not yet established, and also to the strange proceedings which took place in 
the Angoxe river by some of the crew of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Lyra,” I take the 
liberty to remind you that I deem that sanction to have been granted for three years only, 
and that the period expired at the end of 1853, my Government having never announced 
to me any renewal of that sanction. 

I inclose for your Excellency’s information an extract of a despatch from the Portu- 
guese Minister in London, addressed to Her Britannic Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs on this subject, 

Faithfully yours, &c. 
(Signed) AL. DUPRAT. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 336. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Chevalier Duprat. 


Dear Sir, “ Boscawan,” in Simon’s Bay, December 14, 1858. 


I HAVE to acknowledge your letier of the 13th instant, inclosing a copy of a 
despatch from the Count de Lavradio of the 15th February, 1854, conveying the refusal 
of the Portuguese Government to renew the Protocol of 1850, giving permission to Her 
Britannic Majesty’s cruizers to enter the creeks, bays, &c., within the dominion of the 
Crown of Portugal on the East Coast of Africa, where no Portuguese authorities are yet 
established, in search of slaves. 

I was already aware of that refusal, but you appear to have been left uninformed 
that there was a subsequent correspondence on this subject between Sir R. Pakenham 
and the Viscount d’Athoguia, which resulted in Her Majesty’s Government informing 
the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, that the British cruizers would be 
instructed to continue to act as if those Protocols had been renewed. 

Under these instructions I am now acting, and shall continue to do so until other- 
wise ordered. 

You allude to what you are pleased to call the strange proceedings of the “ Lyra” 
at Angoxa. 

I am not aware of anything in her proceedings which deserves that epithet. 

The circumstances that occurred there were related by Commander Oldfield to the 
Governor-General of Mozambique, and [had also some conversation with his Excellency 
on the same subject, and I announced to him my intention of going to that river, and 
taking such measures as might appear to be necessary. 

I did so, but as no hostile measure was resorted to, I did not think it necessary to 
make any further statement to the Governor-General. 

The whole of the circumstances have been fully reported to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, with whom any further proceedings will rest. 

I trust that this statement will satisfy you that Her Majesty’s Officers have been 
acting strictly in accordance with their instructions. 

I remain, &c. 


(Signed) FRED, WM. GREY. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 336. 
Viscount d Athoguia to Sir R. Pakenham. 


(Translation. Confidential.) Pago, May 16, 1854. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the confidential note which you 
addressed to me on the 5th April last, with the documents, in copy, inclosed ; in which, 
referring to the conversation which we had relating to the resolution taken by Her 
Majesty’s Government not to renew the Protocols of the 12th August, 1847, and the 19th 
November, 1850, by virtue of which the necessary authority was conceded to the British 
cruizers employed in the repression of the Slave Trade to enter into the bays, harbours, 
creeks, rivers, and other places belonging to the Crown of Portugal on the Eastern 
Coast of Africa, where there may be no Portuguese authorities, you expressed the hope 
felt by your Government that Her Majesty’s Government, on a due reconsideration of 
this matter, will grant the authority mentioned. 

It is my duty to tell you in reply, that no reasons being. alleged which could coun- 
teract those which were furnished to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty by that 
of Her Majesty through Count Lavradio in his note of the 15th February last, to prove 
that the said Protocols could not be renewed, this Government, notwithstanding its lively 
desire to contribute efficiently to the suppression of that hateful Traffic, of which it has 
given repeated proofs, feels that it cannot and ought not to change that resolution; and 
that, in view of the provisions of Article X of the Additional Act to the Constitutional 
Charter of the Monarchy, it is not allowed to renew the concessions in question without 
the previous authorization of the Cortes. 

I repeat, &c. 
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 336. 
Lord J. Russell to Count Lavradio. 


Foreign Office, August 11, 1859. 

THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note 
addressed to him on the 12th ultimo, by Count Lavradio, &c., requesting to be made 
acquainted with the decision of Her Majesty's Government in regard to certain claims 
which formed the subject of the notes addressed by Count Lavradio to the Earl of 
Malmesbury on the 10th of January and 24th of February last. 

Count Lavradio also communicates copies of a correspondence between the Chevalier 
Duprat, the Portuguese Commissioner at the Cape of Good Hope, and Rear-Admira' 
Grey, the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s Naval Forces on the African Station, 
relative to the proceedings of British cruizers on the East Coast of Africa. 

In regard to the claims arising out of the capture of the Portuguese vessels “‘ Flor 
de Mocgambique,” “ Esperanca,” and “ Fatte Mabruque,” or “ Emalada,” by the Commander 
of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Lyra,” the proceedings of which officer formed the subject of 
Count Lavradio’s notes to the Earl of Malmesbury of the 10th of January and 24th of 
February last. ‘The Undersigned begs leave to state that the decision of the Mixed 
British and Portuguese Commission at the Cape of Good Hope, having been pronounced 
in the cases of these three vessels, and judgment having been given against the captors, 
the sums awarded by the Mixed Commission Court to the parties interested in those 
vessels, amounting in the case of the “ Flor de Mogambique” to 9931. 19s.; in the case 
of the “ Esperanga” to 1,438/. 13s. 6d.; and in that of the “ Fatte Mabruque” or 
“ Emalada,” to 5701. 13s. 6d., will be paid by Her Majesty’s Government within the 
period allowed by the terms of the Treaty of 1842 for the payment of such claims. 

The Undersigned cannot but observe, however, with reference to the alleged 
arbitrary and illegal proceedings of the Commander of the “Lyra” in detaining these 
vessels, and in the case of the “‘ Flor de Mccgambique,” in destroying her because she 
was unfit to stand a voyage to the Cape of Good Hope for adjudication, that it appears 
from the proceedings which took place before the Mixed Commission Court, that all 
three vessels had on board at the time of their detention articles of equipment which 
rendered them liable to seizure under the [Xth Article of the Treaty of 1842. It was, 
moreover, at the time of their detention, notorious that vessels of their class were largely 
engaged in transporting slaves from places situated within the dominions of the Portu- 
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guese Crown on the East Coast of Africa to the Comoro Islands, and to other points, 
where they were purchased not only by French agents to be transported as free 
emigrants to the French colonies, but in some instances also by regular slavers for the 
Cuban market. And as regards the “ Flor de Mocambique,’ itis more than doubtful 
whether, if that vessel had been sent before the Mixed Commission Court at the Cape, 
the evidence which was destroyed when that vessel was burnt, would not have been 
sufficient to have condemned her. It is probable, therefore, that the owners of the 
“Flor de Mocambique ” have been gainers by the course pursued by the Commander of 
the “Lyra,” in destroying their vessel, an act, however, which Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are not prepared to justify. In the case also of the “ Fatte Mabruque’’ or 
“ Emalada,” the wreck of that vessel on the bar of the Angoxa river, a few days after 
her capture by the “ Lyra” destroyed also evidence which might have caused her to be 
condemned if she had been brought for adjudication before the Mixed Commission Court 
established at the Cape. That Court having, however, given judgment against the 
captors, and awarded compensation to the owners of the three vessels, it only remains 
for Her Majesty’s Government to carry out the judgments of the Court, and to pay the 
amounts awarded. 

But with reference to what passed between the Chevalier Duprat and Admiral Grey, 
relative to the proceedings of Her Majesty’s cruizers in seizing and destroying vessels 
engaged in the Slave Trade at places within the territories of the Crown of Portugal on the 
East Coast of Africa, where no Portuguese authorities are yet established, the Undersigned 
begs leave to assure Count Lavradio that Her Majesty’s Government will attentively 
consider the observations which he has been instructed to make upon this subject, and 
Count Lavradio may be assured that in carrying out the measures necessary to effect the 
object which both Governments have in view, name'y, the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, Her Majesty’s Government have every desire to act in such a manner as will be 
consistent with the rights of Portugal. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





Inclosure 8 in No. 336. 
Count Lavradio to Lord J. Russell. 


(Translation.) Portuguese Leyation, London, August 13, 1859. 


THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoientiary of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note, dated the 11th 
instant, which his Excellency Lord John Russell, &c., addressed to bim in reply to the 
notes which the Undersigned had the honour to address, on the 10th January and 
24th February last, to the Earl of Malmesbury, and on the 12th July last to his 
Excellency Lord John Russell, relative to certain acts done on the East Coast of Africa 
by the Commander of the British war-steamer “Lyra,” and to a correspondence which 
had taken place between M. Duprat, Portuguese Commissioner at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and Sir Frederic Grey, Commander-in-chief of the Naval Forces of Her Britannic 
Majesty on the African Station. ; } 

In the first part of his note his Excellency Lord John Russell admits the right of 
the owners of the pangayo “Flor de Mocambique,” yacht “ Experanca,” and launch 
“ Fatte Mabruque,” to be indemnified for the losses caused by the proceedings of the 
Commander of the British war-steamer “ Lyra,” proceedings which were condemned by 
the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission, in conformity with the stipulations of the 
Treaty concluded on the 3rd July, 1842, between the Crowns of Portugal and Great 
Britain. 

His Excellency assures the Undersigned that the indemnifications due to the owners 
of the above-named vessels shall be paid at the due terms. ; 

The Undersigned will hasten to make known this communication to his Government 
for the satisfaction of the interested parties, 

The Undersigned begs leave to observe to his Excellency that he has felt much 
surprise and regret at the observations of his Excellency tending to cast a doubt on the 
innocence of the Portuguese vessels, acquitted by a tribunal from which there is no 
appeal. It would appear that the stigma should remain to the condemned captor, and 
not to the vessels which, after having proved that they were engaged in lawful trade, 
had been acquitted by the competent Court. 
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The Undersigned apologizes for this observation, which he thinks necessary for the 
defence of the honour of Portuguese subjects, upon whom it is sought to throw 
disgraceful and undeserved suspicions, in view of the sentence which acquitted them. 

In the second part of the said note his Excellency states in fact, that both 
Sir Frederic Grey, and the Commander of the British war-steamer, in the violations of 
the territory of Portugal, practised by one and commanded by the other, followed the 
secret orders and instructions which they had received from Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Government. 

The Undersigned protests against those orders, and against all the acts done by 
virtue of those orders, as being in opposition to the dignity of his Sovereign, to the 
independence of the Portuguese nation, and to the principles of the laws of nations. 

The Undersigned, however, not having been prepared for a statement so important 
as that which his Excellency Lord John Russell thought proper to make in his aforesaid 
note of the 11th instant, does not consider himself sufficiently authorized to enter into 
an analysis of that declaration, not having received instructions and orders from his 
Government for so doing, which he is forthwith about to ask for, as it is his duty. 

In regard to the observations made by his Excellency upon the sixteen vessels 
destroyed in Angoxa, a Portuguese possession, by the Commander of the British war- 
steamer “Lyra,” on the plea that those vessels were engaged in the Slave Trade, and 
that they were not Portuguese, the Undersigned will reply to his Excellency when he 
shall have received fresh explanations, which he is about to ask for. 

The Undersigned, &c. 


(Signed) LAVRADIO. 





No. 337. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell—(Received September 13.) 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, September 6, 1859. 

M. VAN ZELLER, the Agent of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company here, 
informs me that the police officer who visited the passengers who arrived a few days ago 
by the Company’s packet “Tasmanian,” and have since been in quarantine, sent to him 
this cay a negro who had not paid his passage nor was provided with a passport, having 
escaped from Rio de Janeiro. ; ; ; 

The negro, whose name is André, M. Van Zeller says, is about 24 years of age, his 
owners are stated to be José Joaquim Lima e Silva e Sobrinho, and his profession that of 
a cook. 

M. Van Zeller, on examining him, found that he had embarked at Rio on board the 
“Tasmanian,” at 7 o’clock on the day of sailing, unknown to the Captain of the vessel, 
having purposely run away on account of bad treatment, that he had concealed himself on 
board until the vessel had sailed, and afterwards passed himself off during the voyage as 
a passenger’s servant. On M. Van Zeller renouncing all claim to passage money, the 
negro was taken to the Civil Governor of Lisbon. 

By the laws of this country, and more particularly by tlie Law of the 18th of August, 
1856 (a copy and a translation of which were transmitted in my despatch No. 98 of the 
26th of that month and year to the Earl of Clarendon, and which, moreover, is published 
at page 318 of the Parliamentary Slave Trade Papers, from April 1, 1856, to March 31, 
1857), all slaves belonging to foreigners landing in any port or anchorage of the 
Kingdom of Portugal, or of the archipelagoes of Madeira and of the Azores, are 
considered free. 

Should there arise any necessity for calling the attention of the Portuguese 
Government to the stipulations of this law as regards the negro André, I will not fail 
to do so. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 27.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 8, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the accompanying copy of a 
despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda,* containing a report 
on the State of the Slave Trade at that place and in its vicinity, for the year 1858. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 339. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 28.) 
Sir, : Foreign Office, September 8, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the accompanying copy of a 
despatch from Mr. Gabricl, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda,+ reporting the 


departure from that place of the Portuguese brig “ Experiencia,” suspected of being 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 340. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 30.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1859. 

I INCLOSE herewith, for your information, copies of a correspondence which has 
passed between Count Lavradio and myself, relative to the departure from Liverpool, for 
the Coast of Africa, of the French ship “ Borée,” under circumstances giving rise to a 
suspicion that she is about to be employed in the Slave Trade. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 340. 
Count Lavradio to Lord J. Russell. 
My Lord, London, September 2, 1859, 


FROM communications made to me from Liverpool, it appears that on one of the 
last days of August the French ship “ Borée” sailed from Liverpool, with papers legalized 
at the Portuguese Consulate, for the Portuguese ports situate on the coast of Congo or 
Loando, and that her cargo, which consisted of forty-five packages, is composed of guns, 
pistols, knives, hatchets, printed cotton goods, and other articles usually employed in the 
Slave Trade. It appears to me, therefore, that there is reason to suspect the projects of the 
said ship, and in consequence it is incumbent on me to communicate to your Excellency 
everything which has come to my knowledge on this subject. 

The Captain of the “ Borée ” is called M. Lafond, a French subject. The proprietor 
a Frenchman, resident in France, is called M. Mourut. : 

The shippers are all English, viz., F. J. Hutton and Co., of Manchester ; A. W. Penny. 
Liverpool ; Forwood, Callan, and Co., Liverpool; and J. G. Chiton, of Liverpool, , 

The principal shipper was Hutton. The “Borée” on leaving Liverpool, according to 
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my information, did not sail direct for the Coast of Africa, but for Camaret, a small port 
in France, in Finisterre. 

I must ohserve to your Excellency, that the Portuguese Consul in Liverpool, 
whatever might be his suspicions of the intentions of the “Borée,” could not refuse to 
legalize her papers, in consequence of the Convention made between the Crowns of 
Portugal and France on the 30th of January, 1786, which the'two Governments, after 
the Peace of 1814, considered to be in force. 

I cannot help availing myself of this occasion to assure your Excellency (from the 
ardent zeal with which during my whole life I have always endeavoured not only to 
extinguish the Traffic, but also slavery itself) that I deeply regret that the Government of 
Her Britannic Majesty had not given due attention to a note which was addressed by this 
Legation to one of your Excellency’s predecessors on the 9th December, 1857, and which 
still remains unanswered. 

The Government of His Most Faithful Majesty have given abundant proofs of their 
sincere desire to co-operate with that of Her Britannic Majesty for the complete 
extinction of the Slave Trade; and the sacrifices made by my Government last year are 
well known, in sustaining alone, and with the utmost dignity, their rights against the 
violent measures of one of the most powerful States of Europe. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) LAVRADIO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 340. 
Lord J. Russell to Count Lavradio. 


M. le Comte, Foreign Office, September 10, 1859. 


I HAVE to thank you for your communication of the 2nd instant, respecting 

“ig a brig “Borée,” upon which subject I shall direct immediate inquiries to 
e made. ‘ 

With respect to the note of the 9th December, 1857, I find that communications 
took place at Lisbon between M. Sa da Bandeira and Mr, Howard, Her Majesty’s 
Minister. 

While the question of the Régis contract is still pending, I do not see any advantage 
in reviving that subject. 





lam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 341. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 31.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 26, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of the accompanying 
despatches, together with their several inclosures, from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at 
the Cape of Good Hope, relating to the case of the schooner ‘“ Esperanga,” detained by 
the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” in the Mozambique Channel on suspicion 
of being engaged in the Slave Trade, but released with costs and damages by sentence of 
the Mixed Commission Court on the 28th of December following. 

I also transmit to you two further despatches from Her Majesty’s Commissioners,* 
reporting certain circumstances reflecting upon the conduct of M. Valdez, the Portuguese 
Arbitrator, who was elected by lot to decide in this case. 

Her Majesty’s Government have taken this correspondence into their consideration, 
and I have to acquaint you that they are of opinion that, under the terms of Article VIII of 
Annex B of the Treaty of July 1842, between this Country and Portugal, they would not 
be justified in demanding from the Portuguese Government the dismissal of M. Valdez on 
account of his proceedings in this-case, but considering all the circumstances connected 
with that gentleman’s conduct, both before and after the sentence was pronounced, I have 
to instruct you to make a representation to the Portuguese Government, founded upon 
these circumstances, and at the same time to express the hope of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
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ment that they will concur in the view taken by Her Majesty’s Government as to the 
2 gemme of Mr. Valdez continuing to act in future as spn yee Arbitrator, and you 


request them to take such measures as they may think proper for immediately 
appointing some other fit person. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


P.S.—The inclosed papers being sent in original, I have to request that they may 
be returned when done with. 


No. 342. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, September 25, 1859. 

WITH reference to by despatch No. 3 of the 25th of July last, I have the honour 
to report that, in consequence of a suggestion which I made to Mr. Medlicoti, one of 
the Directors of the Mercantile Union Steam Navigation Company, the sailing of the 
Company’s packets for Loanda and other African ports has been transferred from the 
20th, the day hitherto appointed, to the 24th of every alternate month, so as to enable 
the mails and passengers leaving Southampton by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company’s packets on the 17th of each month to be forwarded to Angola by 
the first named Company’s steamers. 

The “ Estephania ” having sailed yesterday, the “ Africa,” the next packet appointed 


to proceed to Angola, will therefore take her departure from Lisbon on the 24th of 
November. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No. 343. 
Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, September 25, 1859. 


MR. GABRIEL, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, in his despatch No, 22 
of the 5th of May last (a copy of which was inclosed to me in your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 28 of the 8th instant), mentions a report which had reached him that the Portuguese 
brig “ Experiencia,’ which sailed from Loanda on the 28th of March for the Cape 
de Verds, did not proceed to those Islands, but directed her course to some other 
preconcerted spot on the coast of Angola where she succeeded in embarking a cargo of 
slaves. 

Having observed, in the official register of the movement of the Port of Lisbon, 
published in the “ Diario do Governo,” of the 19th instant, the departure from Lisbon on 
the previous day of the “Ezperiencia” for Rio de Janeiro, the Captain, J. 8. Renia, being 
the same referred to by Mr. Gabriel, with a cargo of salt, wine, and other merchandize, a 
crew of 12 men and 6 passengers, I looked back to the earlier registers contained in the 
“Diario do Governo,” and found in the number of the 6th of August last, an entry of the 
arrival at Lisbon on the previous day, from the Islands (Cape de Verds) of 8. Tiago in 
45 days, and of Fogo in 40, of the same brig “ Ezperiencia” with the same Captain, and 
with a cargo of castor seeds, sugar, and other merchandize, consigned to the firm of 
M. M. Santos, a crew of 15 men, 2 mails, and 3 passengers. 

Thus the report alluded to by Mr. Gabriel, and to which I perceive that he referred 
in a subsequent correspondence with the Governor of Angola, is shown to have been 
unfounded. 

[ have, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 382.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 5, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from 
Dr. Livingstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quilimane, relative to the measures taken by 
Portuguese and French subjects to carry on the Slave Trade. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 3465. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 33.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 6, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 30 of the 16th of September last, I transmit 
herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter and of its inclosure, from the Board of 
Trade, containing information respecting the cargo of the French vessel “ Borée,” which 
had been suspected of being about to be employed in the Slave Trade. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 346. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 84.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 6, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 31 of the 26th of September last, I transmit 

to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch and of its inclosures, from 

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope,* reporting the circumstances 

under which M. Valdez, the Portuguese Arbitrator, has disappeared from the colony. 

m 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 357. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell—(Received October 12.) 
(No. 14.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, October 4, 1859. 

INCLOSE] I have the honour of transmitting a copy of the note which I this day 
addressed to the Duke of Terceira, representing, in compliance with the instructions 
contained in your Lordship’s despatch to me, No. 31 of the 26th ultimo, the circumstances, 
as reported by Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, reflecting upon 
the conduct of M. Valdez, the Portuguese Arbitrator, who was elected by lot to decide in 
the case of the schooner “ Esperanga,” and requesting the Portuguese Government to 
take such measures as they may think proper for immediately appointing some other fit 
person in his stead. 

In conformity with your Lordship’s directions I return herewith the original papers 
annexed to your Lordship’s above-mentioned despatch. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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Inclosure in No. 347. 
Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceira. 


M. le Ministre, Lisbon, October 4, 1859. 

IN compliance with the instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’ 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, it becomes my duty to represent to 
your Excellency certain circumstances, as reported by Her Majesty’s Commissioners in 
the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, reflecting upon the conduct of M. Valdez, the Portu- 
guese Arbitrator, who was elected by lot to decide in the case of the schooner “ Esperanca,” 
Mamad Aly Hussein, Master, detained, as your Excellency is no doubt aware, in 
September, 1858, by Commander Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” in the Mozam- 
bique Channel, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The Commission Court decreed, on the 23rd 0. December, 1858, that this vessel, her 
cargo and stores, belonged to the above Hussein, that their value should be restored to the 
claimant, together with costs, damages, and expenses incurred on account of the seizure, 
and referred the amount there to the decision of the Registrar. On the 5th of February, 
1859, the Court pronounced the formal decrec, by wh‘ch the captor was ordered to pay 
the claimant the sum of 2,568$020, together with the costs of the suit, amounting to 
371. Ts. 4d, 

While this award, which was ultimately decided by the British and Portuguese 
Commissioners, with M. Valdez as Arbitrator, was under consideration, the British 
Commissioners learnt from various sources that M. Valdez held a power of attorney from 
the claimant, Mamad Aly Hussein, to act for him in regard to the award, whereupon they 
at once most strongly urged upon their colleagues that such a step was inconsistent with 
M. Valdez’s position as a member of the Court, as he might be called upon to decide in a 
case in which he had assumed a personal interest. At first these representations appeared 
to have no effect in shaking M. Valdez’s determination, but ultimately, on the 2nd of 
February, M. Valdez having been elected by lot to act as Arbitrator in this case, 
Mr. Frere, Her Majesty’s Commissioner, before receiving any opinion from him, proposed 
to bring the question formally before the Mixed Commission, on which he was assured by 
the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator that M. Valdez had abandoned his intention, 
and that the power of attorney would not be acted on. With such an assurance Mr. Frere 
considered he ought to be satisfied, and consequently, as the matter dropped, no entry 
was made on the minutes of the session. 

Subsequently it was a matter of painful surprise to the British Commissioners to 
hear in June that M. Valdez had departed from the spirit at least of his assurance to 
them, and had placed himself in the position of agent to one of the parties to a suit in 
which he had sat as judge. hey accordingly addressed a letter to the firm of Thomson, 
Watson and Co, inquiring whether the proceeds of that award were held by them at the 
disposal of M. Valdez, and whether, after payment to his order of sundry charges on 
account of persons detained in the schooner, the balance was paid by them into 
M. Valdez’s accoynt at his bankers. Their answer, of which a copy is inclosed herewith, 
confirms the above fact; and further, reports their authority to have been a document 
signed by the claimant, Hussein, on the 14th of March, 1859. 

This information drew forth a remonstrance from Messrs. Frere afd Surtees, which 
was answered separately by each of the Portuguese Commissioners, Messrs. Valdez and 
Duprat, copies of which correspondence I have now the honour to inclose. 

M. Valdez urges that the British Commissioners are wrong as to his having made 
any agreement with the master of the “ Esperanca” by which he became master of that 
party’s money, and that they are incorrect as to his “signing any contract of that nature, 
or holding any power of attorney or notarial instrument by which he might hold the 
money ordered to be paid by sentence of the Mixed Commission, since it is certain the 
money is to be paid by the British Treasury in London to the house of J. R. Thomson | 
or their order.” 

Messrs. Thomson and Watson’s letter will show to your Excellency what the real 
nature of the document was. The distinction between the award of the Court and the 
money for which it was sold in Cape Town cannot be held to affect the case as regards 
M. Valdez’s admitted appropriation of a portion of a sum which he had assisted judicially 
to award, after an assurance that he had abandoned all intention to deal with it in any 
way. Neither is the assertion that the Portuguese Commissioner had, in the case of the 
“ Eolo,” received moneys of this nature from their British colleagues, either correct or 
apposite. The money paid in that case was the Portuguese moiety of the proceeds which, 
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by order of the Secretary of State, was to be paid over to the Portuguese members of 
the Commission as representing the Crown of Portugal. 

After an attentive examination by Her Majesty’s Government of the correspondence 
thus exchanged between the British and Portuguese Commissioners, Lord John Russell 
has instructed me, in consideration of the circumstances as above detailed, connected with 
the conduct of M. Valdez both before and after the sentence of the Court, to represent 
them to the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and to express, as I have now 
the honour of doing, the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that Her Most Faithful 
Majesty’s Government will concur in the view taken by Her Majesty’s Government as to 
the impropriety of M. Valdez’s continuing to act in future as Portuguese Arbitrator. 

I am further instructed to request Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government to take 
such measures as they may think proper for immediately appointing some other fit person 
in M. Valdez’s place. 








I avail, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No, 348. 
Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 12.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, October 5, 1859. 


HAVING stated to the Duke of Terceira, with reference to your Lordship’s 
despatch to me, No. 25 of the 16th of August last, that there is no record in Her 
Majesty’s Foreign Department of Connt Lavradio having made any communication to 
Her Majesty’s Government regarding the permission granted by the late Minister of 
Marine, Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, to Senhor Flores to return to Angola, his 
Excellency called for Count Lavradio’s correspondence on this subject with the 
Portuguese Foreign Office, which was not at hand when [ last spoke to him regarding 
it, but which was yesterday shown me. 

From this correspondence I perceived that Count Lavradio made verbally to the 
Ear! of Malmesbury the communication with which he was charged. 

Count Lavradio, in acknowledging the receipt, in a despatch dated the 6th of 
December last, of the Marquis de Loulé’s despatch of the 27th of November, 1858, 
transmitting a copy of Viscount de Sé’s despatch of the 22nd of that month, stating 
the reasons which had induced him to grant Flores a temporary permission to return 
to Angola for a few months, and requesting that, as an act of courtesy, Her Majesty’s 
Government might be made acquainted with this decision, says that he would not fail 
to communicate to Lord Malmesbury the strong motives which had induced His Most 
Faithful Majesty’s Government to give the permission in question. 

In a further despatch of the 16th of December, 1858, Count Lavradio states that, 
in compliance with the Marquis de Loulé’s orders, he had waited upon Lord Malmesbury 
in order to announce to him that His Majesty’s Government had been pleased to grant a 
limited permission to the Brazilian subject, Francisco Antonio Flores, to proceed to 
Angola, in order to attend to his private affairs, inasmuch as he had a large capital 
employed in the copper mines of that province, and that he had proofs, admitted even 
by the best qualified tribunal in England (viz., the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, which decided in the case of the “ Newport”), that since 1852 he had not 
employed his capital in the infamous Traffic in Slaves, but in industry and legitimate 
commerce. 

Count Lavradio proceeds to report, that he had moreover stated to Lord Malmes- 
bury that his Government had ordered him to make this communication to his Lordship, 
as a proof of deference to Her Majesty’s Government, and in order to avoid any wrong 
interpretation which might be sought to be put upon the permission granted to Flores, 
a former slave-trader, who had been expelled from Portuguese Africa in consequence of 
the repeated demands of Her Majesty’s Government. Count Lavradio adds, that Lord 
Malmesbury did not make any remarks on this communication. 

I should observe, that the motives thus suggested by Count Lavradio to Lord 
Malmesbury for the permission in question are those stated in the Viscount de Sa’s 
original despatch to the Marquis de Loulé, which was-likewise shown to me, and in 
which reference is made to Flores having transferred his concession of copper mines to 
an English Company, and to the arrangements consequent upon that transfer necessitating 
his presence at Angola. 
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I feel convinced that the Viscount de S4, one of the greatest enemies the Slave 
Trade has ever had, and who, during upwards of two years, withheld from Flores the 
es he was constantly sear one would never have been induced to grant it had 

e believed that it would be employed for the renewal of the Slave Trade. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 





No. 349. 


Lord J, Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 35.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 22, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Captain 
Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, to the Secretary to the Government at 
Bombay, relative to the countenance alleged to be given by Portuguese authorities to 
slave-trading proceedings on the East Coast of Africa. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure in No. 349. 
Captain Rigby to Mr. Anderson. 


Sir, Zanzibar, July 25, 1859. 


IN connexion with the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa, I have the honour 
to report, for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, that I 
have been informed by the Commander of a Hamburgh vessel, which trades between 
Zanzibar and the ports on the mainland, that, whilst recently at the port of Eboo, 
situated within the Portuguese dominions on the East Coast of Africa, in about 12° 
south latitude, a large slave-ship arrived there, and, on seeing his vessel, and supposing 
it to be a British cruizer, hoisted American colours and stood out to sea; but soon after- 
wards, on ascertaining that it was not a ship-of-war in the port, returned under Spanish 
colours, and commenced shipping a cargo of slaves for Cuba. This vessel was well 
armed with large guns, and carried a strong crew. 

2. A few days ago letters were received here from Eboo, stating that two other 
large slavers, under Spanish colours, had arrived at that port, and, after making 
contracts and all arrangements for receiving cargoes of slaves, had stood ont to sea, 
and were to return after twenty days to ship the slaves. 

3. On these occasions the slave-ships, having previously made all arrangements with 
local agents, seldom remain more than a few hours in the port. Some spot on the coast 
is agreed upon; the slaves and provisions are collected at the appointed time, and within 
a few hours after the arrival of the slaver they are all shipped and the vessel leaves 
the coast. The slaves, which are contracted for with the agents at the Portuguese 
port of Eboo, are taken by land about 30 miles to the south, and shipped in a small 
bay called Poona. It is described as having a very narrow entrance, and ships inside it 
cannot be seen by a vessel out at sea. 

4, As there is at present no British Consul at Mozambique, I should have reported 
this Slave Trade at Eboo to his Excellency the Admiral, Commander-in-chief on the 
Cape Station, but there is no probability of any opportunity occurring to forward a 
letter from here to the Cape. 

5. His Excellency the Governor-General of the Mozambique appears most anxious 
to puta stop to the Slave Trade within the Portuguese dominions on the east coast, 
but I fear that he meets with little support from the Portuguese authorities at the 
other ports; and, since his Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar has so strongly forbidden 
the export of slaves from his ports in foreign ships, Eboo appears to be the chief market 
from which they are shipped, and it must be with the connivance of the Portuguese 
authorities at that port. 

6. I have not heard of any French slayers being on the coast lately, but the 
Commander of an American vessel, which arrived here two days ago, from the 
Mauritius, informs me that five French vessels are about leaving Port Louis for Muscat, 
and he suspected their object was to obtain negroes, as, from the limited amount of 
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merchandize for shipment at Muscat, it was very improbable that they were going there 
in expectation of obtaining cargoes. 

7. The Commander of the Hamburgh coasting vessel, to whom myself and the 
Commander of Her Majesty’s cruizers are frequently indebted for information relating 
to slavers on the coast, is anxious that it should not be made known that he reported 
the slaver at Ebou, as it would make the Portuguese hostile to him, and thus injure the 
trade of his vessel. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 





No. 350. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell——(Received October 22.) 
(No. 17.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, October 15, 1859. 

I THINK it as well to state that the fugitive slave André, from Rio de Janciro, 
who formed the subject of my despatch to your Lordship No.8 of the 6th ultimo, 
was placed in liberty by the Civil Governor of Lisbon, before whom he was taken on 
his arrival, and remains at large in this capital under supervision of the Police. 

It does not appear that any inquiries have yet been made concerning him from Rio 
de Janeiro. 


As a precautionary measure, I have placed the Duke of Terceira confidentially in 
possession of the facts of the case. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No. 351. 
Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell. —(Received October 22.) 
(No. 18.) 
My Lord, 


Lisbon, October 16, 1859. 

SUBSEQUENTLY to the date of my note of the 4th instant to the Duke of 
Terceira (a copy of which was inclosed in my despatch No. 14 of the same date to your 
Lordship), urging the dismissal of M. Valdez, the Portuguese Arbitrator in the Mixed 
British and Portuguese Commission at the Cape of Good Hope, and the early appoint- 
ment of a successor to him, I verbally recapitulated to his Excellency the features of 
the case and the precise grounds of the complaint of Her Majesty’s Goverment, and 
yesterday I mentioned to him the intelligence contained in the despatch of Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners at Cape Town, No. 31 of the 16th of August last (a copy of which was 
inclosed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 34 of the 6th instant), that M. Valdez 
had disappeared from the colony, 

I found yesterday that the Duke of Terceira was already in possession of the 
correspondence exchanged between the British and Portuguese Commissioners, of which 
copies were transmitted to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 31 of the 26th ultimo, 
relative to M. Valdez’s proceedings in respect to the case of the schooner “ Esperanga,” 
and that he had likewise received a report from the Chevalier Duprat, the Portuguese 
Commissioner, relative to the circumstances of the departure of his Colleague trom the 
Cape, which is stated to have taken place (for Martinique) in a French vessel. 

M. Valdez himself announced to the Duke his intention of quitting his post, 
assigning the same reasons as those which are stated in his letter of the 24th of July 
to the Chevalier Duprat. It appears that General Count Bomfin, M. Valdez’s father, had 
previously asked for a leave of absence for him, and that this leave had been sent to 
him, but that it had not reached him when he left the Cape. 

The Duke of Terceira expressed himself towards me, from the beginning, as greatly 
distressed by M. Valdez’s conduct, and yesterday assured me that, although it would be 
necessary that he should proceed in this matter according to all due forms, the least that 
could happen to M. Valdez would be to be dismissed. 

His Excellency also assured me that a successor to him would be shortly appointed. 

Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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No. 352. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 36.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 26, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 35 of the 22nd instant, I transmit to you 
herewith an extract of a further despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, 
reporting the shipment of a cargo of 1,200 slaves from a bay a few miles to the south of 
Tho, on the East Coast of Africa, when all the boats belonging to that place were engaged 
in conveying the slaves to the ship, and the Portuguese Governor is stated to have 
received a fee of ten dollars for each negro embarked. 

Ihave to instruct you to bring to the notice of the Portuguese Government the 
tacts reported by Captain Rigby, and in doing so you will state to the Portuguese 
Minister that Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that the Government of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty will visit with their severe displeasure those Portuguese Officers 
who, in defiance of the stringent orders of their Government, have been guilty of 
conniving at the iniquitous Trattic in Slaves. 

You will be careful not to communicate the source from which Captain Rigby 
derived his information. 

Tam, &c. 


(Signed) ° J. RUSSELL. 








No. 353. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 37.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 31, 1859. 

IN my despatch No. 32 of the 5th instant, I transmitted to you a copy of a 
despatch which I had received from Dr. Livingstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quilimane, 
giving an account of certain Slave Trade proceedings carried on in that neighbourhood 
with the connivance of the Portuguese authorities. 

Although the proceedings referred to by Dr. Livingstone took place as far back 
as the end of the last and the commencement of the present year, the accounts recently 
received by Her Majesty’s Government, as you will have seen by my despatch No. 36 of 
the 26th instant, show that Portuguese subjects and Portuguese authorities are still 
engaged in carrying on the Slave Trade. 

I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of Dr. Livingstone’s report 
to the Portuguese Government, and you will at the same time represent to the Portu- 
guese Ministers that these Slave Trade operations, besides depopulating the country, 
and thereby depriving it of a source of wealth, are perpetuating barbarism in regions 
which Providence has supplied with prodigal liberality with all the means for commerce 
advantageous to Europe and civilizing to Africa. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, October 26, 1859, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 18 of the 16th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a copy and a translation of a note of this day’s date which I have 
received from the Duke of Terceira, announcing to me, in answer to my note of the 
4th instant (a copy of which was inclosed in my despatch No, 14 of that date), the 
dismissal, by a Royal Decree of the 23rd instant, of M. Valdez from the post which he 
held of Portuguese Arbitrator in the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission at the 
Cape of Good Hope. . : ; ; 

Your Lordship will perceive that the Duke of Terceira stigmatizes the conduct of 
M. Valdez as scandalous and very reprehensible. ———- 

ve, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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Inclosure in No. 354. 
The Duke of Terceira to Mr. Howard. 


(Translation. Palace, October 26, 1859. 


I HAVE before me the note which you were pleased to address to me on the 4th 
instant, communicating to me, by order of your Government, the correspondence which 
took place between the respective Commissioners (Portuguese and British) in the Mixed 
Commission, established at the Cape of Good Hope by virtue of the Treaty of the 3rd 
of July, 1842, between Portugal and Great Britain, relating to the conduct of the Portu- 
guese Arbitrator, Franciso Travassos Valdez. 

Having taken cognizance of what you state, and of the contents of that correspond- 
ence and other documents inclosed in your above-mentioned note, it is my duty to make 
known to you that His Majesty’s Government having received by the last packet circum- 
stantial information from the Portmpucee Commissioner at that colony, relative to the 
scandalous and very reprehensible conduct of the officer in question, His Majesty the 
King was pleased to dismiss him, by a decree of the 23rd instant, from the post of 
Arbitrator on the part of Portugal, which he held in that Mixed Commission. 





I avail, &c. 
(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA. 
a ee 
No. 355. 
Mr Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 13.) 
(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, November 6, 1859. 


INCLOSED J have the honour of transmitting a copy of the note which I addressed 
to the Duke of Terceira on the 3rd instant, bringing to ‘his notice, in compliance with 
the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 36 of the 26th ultimo, the 
case reported by Captain Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, of a shipment of a 
cargo of 1,200 slaves in an American vessel under Spanish colours, from a bay a few 
_ to the south of Ibo, and repeating your Lordship’s observations on the subject 
of it. 

Your Lordship will observe that I have embodied in this note that part of the infor- 
mation contained in Captain Rigby’s despatch of the 25th of July last (a copy of which 
was inclosed to me in your despatch No. 35 of the 22nd ultimo), which relates to the 
general practice observed by slave-ships in taking in cargoes of slaves near Ibo, and with 
which I thought it desirable the Portuguese should be made acquainted. 

I have likewise called the Duke of Terceira’s attention verbally to the subject of 
my note. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 


eee 
Inclosure in No. 355. 
Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceira. 


M le Ministre, British Legation, Lisbon, November 3, 1859. 

IN compliance with the instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour to acquaint your 
Excellency that a despatch has reached Her Majesty’s Government from Captain Rigby, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, reporting that he had received authentic information 
that on the 24th of August last, a large American ship, under Spanish colours, shipped 
1,200 negroes for conveyance to Cuba from a few miles to the south of Ibo, on the East 
Coast of Africa, and that all the boats belonging to Ibo were employed in conveying 
them to the ship ; and also that the Portuguese Governor of Ibo received a fee of ten 
dollars for each negro embarked, part of which amount he distributes amongst the 
various officials of the port. 

It further appears from the information received by Captain Rigby that, since the 
Sultan of Zanzibar has so strongly forbidden the export of slaves es his ports in 


PORTUGAL. 265 


foreign ships, [bo is the chief market from which they are shipped, which cannot be 
done without the connivance of the local Portuguese authorities, and that the above- 
mentioned case of a large shipment is by no means the only one which has taken place 
within the few last months from that port. 

The practice observed on such occasions is said to be that the slavers call at Ibo and 
make all the necessary contracts and arrangements with the local agents for receivin 
cargoes of slaves, stand out to sea again, and afterwards return within a certain period. 
A point on the coast having been agreed upon, and the slaves and provisions having been 
collected at the appointed time, the slave-ships on their return to Ibo, seldom remain long 
in port, but ship their slaves and leave the coast a few hours afterwards. The slaves 
thus shipped are stated to be taken by land about thirty miles south, and shipped in a 
small bay called Poona. It is described as having a very narrow entrance, and ships 
inside it cannot be seen by a vessel out at sea. 

In thus bringing to the notice of your Excellency the facts reported by Captain 
Rigby, I am directed by Lord John Russell to state that Her Majesty’s Government do 
not doubt that the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty will visit with their severe 
displeasure those Portuguese Officers who, in defiance of the stringent orders of their 
Government, have been guilty of conniving at the iniquitous Traffic in Slaves. 

I avail, &c. 





(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No. 356. 
Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 21.) 
(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, Novenber 18, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 20 of the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that I yesterday received a note of the 9th instant from the Duke 
of Terccira, acquainting me that he was about to bring to the knowledge of the Minister 
of Marine the contents of my note of the 3rd, relative to the shipment, as reported by 
Her Majesty's Consul at Zanzibar, of 1,200 negroes from the neighbourhood of Ibo, with 
the connivance of the local Portuguese authorities ; and that he awaited his Excellency’s 
answer, which he would not fail to communicate to me. 

1 have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 





No. 357. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell—( Received November 21.) 
(No. 22, 
My Lord, Lisbon, November 16, 1859. 

IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 37 of 
the 31st ultimo, I addressed to the Duke of Terceira, on the 13th instant, the note, of 
which I have the honour to inclose a copy, communicating the substance of Dr. Living- 
stone’s Report, in his despatch No. 2 of the 4th of March last, relative to certain Slave 
Trade proceedings carried on in the neighbourhood of Quillimane with the connivance of 
the Portuguese Authorities, and representing the evil effects of those operations. 

I have this day verbally called the attention of the Duke of Terceira, and of General 
Ferreri, the Minister of Marine, to this note, as well as to that which I addressed to the 
Duke on the 3rd instant, relative to a large shipment of negroes from Ibo, and have 
received from both those Ministers the assurances that they will take every means in 
their power to prevent the revival of the Slave Trade in the Portuguese African 
possessions, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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Inclosure in No. 357. 
Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceira. 


M. le Ministre, Lisbon, November 13, 1859. 


IN my note of the 3rd instant it was my duty to lay before your Excellency the 
information received by Her Majesty’s Government from Captain Rigby, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Zanzibar, in a despatch of the 1st of September last, relative to a shipment of 
1,200 negroes for conveyance to Cuba, from a bay near Ibo, on the east of Africa, with 
the participation of the Governor of that place. 

In compliance with the further instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have now the honour to bring to your 
Excellency’s notice the information contained in a despatch, dated Tette, the 4th of March 
of this year, from Dr. Livingstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quillimane, respecting certain 
Slave Trade proceedings carried on in that neighbourhood with the connivance of the 
Portuguese authorities. 

Although the proceedings referred to by Dr. Livingstone took place as far back as 
the end of the last and the commencement of the present year, nevertheless Lord John 
Russell considers it desirable that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government should be 
made acquainted with them, as the accounts more recently received by Her Majesty’s 
Government, as communicated in my above-mentioned note of the 3rd instant, show that 
is gaa subjects and Portuguese authorities are still engaged in carrying on the Slave 
Trade. 

In Dr. Livingstone’s despatch in question, he reports that about the beginning of 
October, 1858, an intelligent native pilot informed him that a cargo of slaves had been 
dispatched a few days befcre from Massengave or Sangave, a prayo or farm situated in 
the mouth of the Maindo, a river lying some 15 or 20 miles south of the entrance to 
Quillimane. The person who shipped them is a Senhor Cruz, a resident in Quillimane and 
the owner of the farm, The proceeding had caused considerable uneasiness in the class 
to which the pilot belonged, namely, the calavos or serfs, for Senhor Cruz has forced his 
sister-in-law to part with her domestic slaves in payment of a debt, and had exported 
them, As household slaves and serfs were believed to enjoy the privilege of rarely being 
sold except for crimes, the above-mentioned shipment had raised an alarm, but it was 
hoped that, through the influence of Major Secard, the example would not be followed up 
the Zambesi. Information was also obtained from the Portuguese themselves, that 
Senhor Cruz had made a contract with certain parties in Bourbon, to furnish several 
hundred slaves, to be exported as free emigrants, at so much per head; but, being aware 
of the prevailing disposition of the parties to slander each other, Dr. Livingstone says 
that he had hesitated to report in a despatch the ensuing revival of the slave-hunting in 
the countries north-west of Quillimane, in order to the fulfilment of the contract, until he 
could feel positive that the representation might confidentially be relied on. 

It is now, he proceeds to say, notorious that Senhor Cruz ships cargoes of slaves regularly 
from the Shaindo, in French vessels, and the merchants at Tette complain that he is so 
plentifully supplied with money as to be able to purchase up all the goods that came to 
Quillimane, and that he will not part with them for anything but slaves, or food used in 
exporting them. These merchants have no chance of selling their ivory except at a 
ruinously low price, and will probably be forced to bring slaves to Senhor Cruz instead of 
carrying on lawful commerce. 

Senhor Cruz has an active agent for collecting slaves at Shupanza, named Senhor 
Francisco, and a Portuguese woman left Tette on the 3rd of March, 1859, with a cargo of 
slaves in irons for that depédt. A feint was made to catch her after she had left, but the 
Governor of Quillimane was conveniently ill at the time, and all understand the meaning 
of his connivance in Cruz’s dealings too well to hinder them. 

Dr. Livingstone observes, that it is painful to witness the infatuation with which the 
Portuguese again commence the Trade which ruined their power and commerce in the 
region in question; and that it might truly be said that they labour for a trifle and 
neglect fortunes lying at their feet. He could, he says, rise from his despatch and collect 
many cartloads of indigo, growing as a weed in the streets of Tette, but that it would all 
be allowed to rot, or be burned off as a nuisance. R 

In thus having the honour to communicate the foregoing information, I have been 
directed by Lord John Russell to represent to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government that 
these Slave Trade operations, besides depopulating the country, and thereby depriving it of 
a source of wealth, are perpetuatiug barbarism in regions which providence has supplied, 
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with prodigal liberality, with all the means for commerce advantageous to Europe and 

civilizing to Africa. . 
I avail, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 





No. 358. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 38.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 26, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you the accompanying extracts of a letter from Commander 
Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra”’* relative to the Slave Trade in the Mozambique 
Channel, and I have to instruct you to make known to the Portuguese Government the 
substance of that part of Commander Oldfield’s report which shows the extent to which 
the Slave Trade is carried on from the Angoxa river, and from the other parts of the 
African coast situate within the limits claimed by the Crown of Portugal. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 359. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell— (Received December 4.) 

(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, November 25, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 22 of the 16th instant, I have the honour to 
inclose a copy and a translation of a note of the date of the 22nd which I have 
received from the Duke of Terceira, stating that he had brought my note of the 
13th instant relative to certain alleged Slave Trade proceedings in the neighbourhood of 
Quillimane to the knowledge of the Minister of Marine, in order to be enabled to reply 
to me, but assuring me in the meantime that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government 
would not spare such individuals as might be found implicated in that odious Traffic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) | HENRY F. HOWARD. 


Inclosure in No. 359. 
The Duke of Terceira to Mr. Howard. 


(Translation.) Palace, November 22, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which you were pleased 
to address to me under date of the 13th instant, relative to certain Slave Trade 
operations said to have been effected in the neighbourhood of Quillimane, and at which 
it is presumed that the Portuguese authorities have connived. 

Having given the most serious attention to what you state in the above-mentioned 
note, I thought it right to bring the same to the knowledge of the Minister of Marine, 
in order that he may enable me to reply to you; but I can in the meantime assure you 
that His Majesty’s Government will not spare such as may be found implicated in that 
odious Traffic. 

I renew, &c. 
‘ (Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA. 





* Class A, Inclosure in No. 414. 
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No. 860. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.— (Received December 14.) 

(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, December 5, 1859. 

HEREWITH I have the honour of transmitting a copy of a note which I yesterday 
addressed to the Duke of Terceira, bringing under his notice, in compliance with the 
instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 38 of the 26th ultimo, the 
substance of that part of the Report of Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Lyra,” therein inclosed, which shows the extent to which the Slave Trade is carried on 
from the Angoxa river, and from other parts of the African Coast, situate within the 
limits claimed by the Crown of Portugal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 





Inclosure in No. 360. 
Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceira. 


M. le Ministre, Lisbon, December 4, 1859. 

IN compliance with instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, I have the honour 
to report to your excellency the following information, dated April and May of this year, 
derived from Commander Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” showing the extent to 
which the Slave Trade is carried on from the Angoxa river, and from other parts of the 
African Coast, situate within the limits claimed by the Crown of Portugal. 

A French brig obtained 200 slaves at Angoxa about that time; also two dhows 
arrived at Comoro from thence, and were shipped, together with others, from the neigh- 
bourhoood of Quiloa. Two or three dhows (one of them the “ Eleonora”) were also 
stated on unquestionable authority to have arrived on the coast of Madagascar from 
Angoxa since October, 1858, carrying respectively 450 and 350 slaves. In one of the 
eases the Sultan himself shipped 80, and on a large portion of the remaining number of 
slaves shipped, he received head-money (at the rate of 4$ per head) 448 being the price 
paid by the receivers (Frenchmen). 

Besides these shipments, four, if not more dhows (it is believed nine), have run cargoes 
of slaves either to or off the bays onthe north-west coast of Madagascar, or to Comoro, 
for shipment on board French engagé ships; one of the four dhows, which are known 
with certainty, being the personal property of his Highness, as likewise the cargo. 

2,000, if not more, slaves since October last, nine dhows and two ships, have, to 
Commander Oidfield’s certain knowledge obtained cargoes from the rivers Angoxa, Saint 
Antonio, Tegungo, Linyimga, and Monia. Those from the last named places are generally 
transshipped to Angoxa for ulterior shipment. 








I avail, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
No. 361. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 39.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 16, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel,* containing 
some observations with regard to the return of Francisco Antonio Flores to Loanda, and 
Ihave to instruct you to communicate a copy of Mr. Gabriel’s despatch, confidentially, to 
the Portuguese Government, and in doing so you will express the regret of Her 
Majesty’s Government that this notorious slave-trader should have been allowed to return 
to the African Coast. 

You will perceive also from Mr. Gabriel’s report, that Senhor Joaquim Guedes de 
Carvalho Menezes, who has been nominated by the Portuguese Government to the post 
of third Judge of the Tribunal of Relagio, and who will, probably, in virtue of the Portu- 


* Class A, No. 248. 
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guese law of the 30th of December, 1852, be appointed to act as Arbitrator in the Mixed 
British and Portuguese Commission on his arrival at Loanda, became, and still remained 
at the date of Mr. Gabriel’s despatch, a guest of Senhor Flores. 

Any comment of the impropriety of such a proceeding would be superfluous, and 
Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that, on being made acquainted with the fact 
reported by Mr. Gabriel, the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty will signify to 
Senhor Menezes their disapproval of the step taken by him in accepting the hospitality of 
a man who had been expelled from Angola under the circumstances which necessitated 
the removal of Senhor Flores from that colony. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed ) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 362. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. 
(No. 40.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 17, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith for your information a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, 
and inclosing an extract from the “Boletim Official,” of the Province of Angola, 
purporting to be a record of certain ceremonies performed in the presence of various 
Portuguese Officers and Native Chiefs on the occasion of the Coronation of the King of 
Congo. 

You will perceive that the King of Congo is alleged to have taken an oath of fealty 
and homage to His Most Faithful Majesty, although it is stated that he has hitherto been 
considered only as a friend and ally of Portugal, and not as a vassal, and this view of the 
case would appear to be borne out by the protest, of which a copy is inclosed, which 
has been made by Dom Nicolao, a Prince of the Congo Country, now resident at 
Loanda. 

I also inclose copies of a further despatch and its inclosures, from Mr. Gabriel, 
detailing the proceedings of the Portuguese authorities in erecting a monument at the 
south margin of the River Congo, on the site of one destroyed by the action of time, 
which is stated to have been erected there in the fifteenth century by the Portuguese 
navigator, Diego Cam. 

It will not be necessary that you should make any official representation to the 
Portuguese Government respecting the proceedings reported by Mr. Gabriel ; but I think 
it right that you should be made acquainted with them, as they have taken place within 
the limits of the territory over which Her Majesty’s Government have refused to 
acknowledge Portuguese sovereignty. 





Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 363. 
Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—( Received December 22.) 
(No. 25.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, December 10, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 24 of the 5th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a copy and a translation of a note of that date, which I this day 
received from the Duke of Terceira, stating, in reply to my note of the 4th, relative to 
certain Slave Trade operations on the East Coast of Africa, reported by Commander 
Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” that the Portuguese Government do not cease to 
employ every means for the suppression of the Slave Trade, that he had immediately 
communicated to the Minister of Marine the information I had conveyed to him, with a 
view to the institution of the necessary inquiry into the case, and that he reserves to 
himself to acquaint me with the measures to be taken. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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Inclosure in No. 363. 
The Duke of Terceira to Mr. Howard. 


(Translation.) Palace, December 5, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which you were pleased 
to address to me under date of yesterday, acquainting me with the information received 
by your Government relative to certain Slave Trade operations, said to have been effected 
S, Angoxe, and other ports in the Portuguese possessions on the Eastern Coast of 

Tica, 

Having taken note of what you state in your above mentioned note, it is my duty 
to say to you, that His Majesty’s Government do not cease in the employment of eve 
means for the extinction of the Slave Trade,, and with regard to the information to whic 
you refer, it was immediately communicated by me to the Minister of Marine, in order 
that the case may receive the investigation that it requires, reserving to myself to make 
known to you such measures as may be taken. —_— 

avail, 


&e. 
(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA. 


No. 364. 


Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell—(Received December 22.) 
(No. 26.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, December 14, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 20 of the 6th and 22 of the 16th ultimo, 
I have the honour to inclose a copy and a translation of a note of the 12th instant, which 
I have. received from the Duke of Terceira, in reply to my notes of the 3rd and 
13th of November, relative to a shipment of 1,200 slaves from Ibo to Cuba, and to other 
Slave Trade operations on the East Coast of Africa. 

From this note your Lordship will perceive that the Minister of Marine has issued 
orders for the removal of the Governor of Cape Delgado from his post, and for the 
institution of an inquiry into the circumstances pointed out in my notes, with a view 
to the punishment of any Portuguese subjects found guilty of carrying on the 
Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 


Inclosure in No. 364. 
The Duke of Terceira to Mr. Howard, 


(Translation. ) Palace, December 12, 1859. 
IN reply to the two notes which you were pleased to address to me, under date of 
the 3rd and 13th of November last respectively, relative to a shipment of 1,200 slaves, 
said to have been effected in the neighbourhood of Ibo, and wherein accusations are 
made against certain authorities and Portuguese subjects on the East Coast of Africa 
with reference to that Traffic, } have the honour to state to you that the Minister of 
Marine informs me, in a despatch dated the 5th instant, that on the same day the proper 
orders were issued to the Governor-General of the Province of Mozambique, to cause the 
First Lieutenant of the Navy, Jeronymo Romero, now Governor of Cape Delgado, to be 
removed from his governorship, and to substitute him provisionally by some person whose 
conduct may hold out a guarantee for the faithful discharge of, his duties; and also to 
cause an investigation to be made into the circumstances pointed out in your above- 
mentioned notes, in order to proceed against such persons as may be found guilty, and 
to make use of every means in his bower to put an end, as His Majesty’s Government 
desire, to any accusations against Portuguese subjects of connivance in the infamous 
Traffic in Slaves. 
In bringing the above to your knowledge, I avail, &c. 
(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA. 
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No. 365. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 22, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch to Mr. Howard, No. 40 of the 17th instant, 
I transmit, for your information, the accompanying copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner and Acting British Consul at Loanda, 
inclosing copies of a correspondence which has passed between him and Mr. Mechan, 
the Agent of Messrs. Tobin of Liverpool, who have a trading establishment at Kinsembo, 
respecting the movements of Portuguese troops north of the River Loge. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 366. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis. 

(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 29, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of a correspondence which 
has passed between me and the Portuguese Minister at this Court, arising out of a 
report received from Dr. Livingstone, to the effect that the Portuguese Government had 
granted facilities to a German colony to settle on the Zambesi river, and had not 
prohibited the colonists from becoming the owners of slaves. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 867. 


Sir. A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 14, 1860.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, December 30, 1859. 


WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 39 of the 16th instant, addressed 
to Mr. Howard, 1 have the honour to report to your Lordship that I lost no time in 
compliance with the instructions contained in that despatch, in addressing a confidential 
note, on the 26th instant, to the Duke de Terceira, and inclosing to his Excellency copy 
of Mr. Gabriel’s despatch No. 57 of the 29th of September of the present year, reporting 
to your Lordship the return of the Brazilian subject, Francisco Antonio Flores, to 
Loanda, and further, that Senhor Joaquim Guedes de Carvalho Menezes, who bad been 
nominated Third Judge of the Tribunal Relagao, had arrived in the same packet with 
Senhor Flores, and had become, and remained at the date of Mr. Gabriel’s despatch, a 
guest of M. Flores. 

My note to the Duke de Terceira was an exact transcript of your Lordship’s 
despatch, and it is unnecessary to forward a copy ofit. I inclose a copy and translation 
of the Duke de Terccira’s acknowledgment, stating he had referred the matter to the 
Minister of Marine and Colonies, and reserved to himself duly to communicate to me 
his answer. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR C. MAGENIS. 





Inclosure in No. 367. 
The Duke of Terceira to Sir A. Magenis. 


(Translation.) Palace, December 27, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which you were pleased 
to address to me under yesterday’s date, transmitting to me a copy of a despatch from 
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the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission at Loanda, relative to the return of 
Francisco Antonio Flores to that city, and in which the said Commissioner reports that 
Joaquim Guedes de Carvalho e Menezes, the Judge of the Relagao of Loanda, is living 
as a guest in the house of the said Flores. 

Having taken cognizance of the subject of your above-mentioned note, and of the 
said despatch, I have f thtbem you that this day I am about to bring the same to the 
knowledge of the Minister of Marine for the ends required, reserving to myself duly to 
communicate to you his Excellency’s answer. 

I renew, 


&e. 
(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA. 





No. 368. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 30, 1860. 
WITH reference to my despatch to Mr. Howard, No. 39 of the 16th of 
December last, I inclose for your information a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda,* upon the subject of the return of the notorious 
slave-dealer Flores to Angola. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 369. 


Sir A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 2.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, January 24, 1860. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 1, reporting the steps had taken in carrying 
out your Lordship’s instructions, in consequence of the information contained in 
Mr. Gabriel’s despatch No. 57 of September 29, that Senhor Joaquim de Menezes, lately 
appointed third Judge of the Tribunal Relagao had, on his arrival at Loanda, become 
the guest of the notorious slave-dealer Senhor Flores, I have now the honour to trans- 
mit in original and translation another note from ms ae Terceira on this subject. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR C. MAGENIS. 


-e———eeeee 


Inclosure in No. 369. 
The Duke of Terceira to Sir A. Magenis. 


(Translation.) Palace, January 18, 1869. 
IN addition to my note of the 27th December last, I have the honour to acquaint 
you that the Minister of Marine informs me, under date of the 13th instant, that, through 
the Department under his charge, the Governor-General of the Province of Angola is 
about to be instructed to furnish information relative to the conduct of Joaquim Guedes 
de Carvalho e Menezes, the Judge of the Relagio of Loanda, with reference to the 
Brazilian subject Francisco Antonio Flores, in order that such measures may be taken 
with regard to him as the case may demand, which measures will be duly brought to 
your knowledge. 
I renew, &c. 
(Signed) DUKE OF TEROEIRA. 
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No. 370. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis. 
(No, 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 6, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, under flying seal, a despatch which I have 
addressed to Sir Henry Huntley, Her Majesty’s Consul at Loanda, directing him to 
appoint Mr. Brown to’the' post of British Vice-Consul at that place. 

Mr; Brown also holds the appointment of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at 
Loanda, and the object of appointing him to the post of Vice-Consul is that he may 
thereby become eligibte under the stipulations of the Xth Article of Annex B to the 
Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, to fill any vacancy that may take place on the part 
of Great Britain in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission. 

I have to instruct you to make known this appointment to the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, and you will request that the necessary instructions may be sent to the Governor- 
General of Angola to acknowledge Mr. Brown as British Vice-Consul. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 371. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis. 
(No. 4.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 11, 1860. 


IT is my painful duty to call your attention to the increased and increasing 
no of the Slave Trade, carried on between the West and East Coast ot Africa 
and Cuba. 

It appears that the number of negroes introduced into Cuba last year was, accord- 
ing to actual information, 22,000, and according to estimate, 30,000. 

It appears further that United States’ capital has been more and more employed in 
this Traffic. 

It is ascertained by repeated instances that the practice is for vessels to sail under 
the American flag. If the flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British 
ernizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though the equipment, the 
fittings, the water-casks, and other circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave Trade 
venture, no American cruizer can touch them. The Master indeed often taunts the 
Captain of a British cruizer with his impunity from capture. 

From the East Coast of Africa a most profitable Slave Trade is carried on, almost 
without interruption. 

It is such that a cargo of 1,001) slaves was lately embarked on board a single vessel, 
but the Captain, finding he had not provisions and water for so many, deliberately threw 
overboard 400 of these unhappy beings when he got out to sea. 

The Governments of France, the United States, Portugal, and Brazil, have co- 
eee with the Government of Great Britain with a view to put an end to this 

‘raffic. ; 

The Government of Spain alone have persisted in screening and favouring this 
Trade The corruption of Spanish official persons in the Island of Cuba is notorious. 
The price of connivance is publicly known, and many of these persons have returned to 
Spain, enriched by the gold they have amassed as the price of African blood. 

The engagements made by Spain with the British Government form part of the 
public law of Eurcpe. 

In 1817, Spain concluded a Treaty with this country for the abolition of the Traffic 
in Slaves north of the Equator, and, in accordance with the stipulations of that Treaty, 
the British Government paid to that of Spain the sum of 400,0001. to compensate Spanish 
subjects for losses which they might suffer as a necessary consequence of the abolition of 
the said Traffic. 

In 1835, a further Treaty was concluded by the Spanish Government with the 
Government of this country, by which Spain declared the Slave Trade to be totally and 
finally abolished in all parts of the world. Great Britain might enforce, by her own 
means, the observance of these Treaties. But humanity recoils at a war undertaken to 
impose humanity by foree and bloodshed ; every expedient ought to be tried before an 
appeal to this last part is made. 

Crass B. 2N 
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Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, propose that the Ambassadors and Ministers of 
the Courts of France, the United States, Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, should be instructed 
to meet in London in the month of May or June of the aoe ay year, to consider what 
measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade, and finally provide for 
its total abolition. 

Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared to lay before such a Conference their 
views on this important but distressing subject. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 372. 


Sir A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 3.) 

(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, February 24, 1860. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch to me, No. 3 of the 6th instant, | 
have the honour to inclose a copy of the note which, in compliance with the instructions 
contained in that despatch, I addressed on the 13th tothe Duke of Terceira, requesting 
him to cause orders to be sent to the Governor-General of Angola, for the recognition of 
Mr. Brown as British Vice-Consul there, as well as a copy and translation of his Excellency’s 
answer, to the effect that he was about to request the Minister of Marine to issue the 
necessary orders for that purpose. 

T have, &c. 
(Singed) ARTHUR C. MAGENIS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 372. 
Sir A. Magenis to the Duke of Terceira. 


M. le Ministre, Lisbon, February 13, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to notify to your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government 
have been pleased to direct the appointment of Mr. J. W. Brown to be British Vice- 
Consul at Loanda. 

This gentleman also holds the appointment of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
at Loanda. The object of appointing him to the post of Vice-Consul is, that he may 
thereby become eligible, under the stipulations of the Xth Article of Annex B. to the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, to fill any vacancy that may take place on the part of 
Great Britain in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission. 

1 am instructed to request that your Excellency will direct orders may be sent to 
the Governor-General of Angola to acknowledge Mr Brown as British Vice-Consul, 
and as the instruction to Her Majesty’s Consul at Loanda to appoint that gentleman 
will be forwarded by the packet from this of the 15th instant, it will be highly desirable 
that these orders should be sent, if possible, by ti opportunity. 

avail, &c. 


(Signed) ARTHUR C. MAGENIS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 372. 
The Duke of Terceira to Sir A. Magenis. 


(Translation.) Palace, February 18, 1860. 

I HAVE before me the note which you were pleased to address to me on the 18th 
instant, bringing to my knowledge the instructions which you had received from your 
Government relative to the appointment of Mr. J. W. Brown to the post of British Vice- 
Consul at Loanda. 

Having taken cognizance of the arguments produced in your note, I have the 
honour to inform you that 1 this day write officially to the Minister of Marine, to the 
end that the Department under his charge may issue the necessary orders to the 
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Governor-General of that province to recognize the said Mr. J. W. Brown as Acting 
Vice-Consul. 


Awaiting the transmission of the letter of appointment of this new Agent, in order 
that it may be duly confirmed by his Majesty, — 
avail, &c. 


(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA. 





No. 378. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis. 
(No. 5.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1860. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s 
C mmissioner at Loanda,* inclosing copies of a correspondence which has passed between 
the Governor-General of Angola, Commander Hewett, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” 
and Mr. Gabriel, arising out of the proceedings of the Commander of the “Viper” in 
detaining and sending to Loanda a launch called the “Barboleta,” the property of a 
Portuguese subject named Pamplona. 

It would appear that when Commander Hewett detained the “ Barboleta” he was 
under the impression that the Portuguese regulations required that the small coasting 
craft should renew their passports or sailing licenses annually, whereas the ordinance 
which prescribed this formality had been abolished in 1854, of which fact, however, the 
Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty's Naval Forces, and the Commanders of British 
cruizers on the African station, by some oversight, do not appear to have been 
informed. : 

This omission, however, is immaterial, as far as the proceedings of the Commander 
of the “ Viper” are concerned; for, as the “Barboleta” was not suspected of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to justify 
Commander Hewett’s conduct in detaining this vessel, and they think it right, therefore, 
at once to disavow his proceedings. 

I cannot refrain, however, from making some observations with regard to the claims 
put forward by Senior Pamplona on account of the detention of his vessel, and with 
regard also to the exaggerated terms in which the Governor-General of Angola has 
thought proper to denounce the proceedings of the Commanders of British cruizers engaged 
in the suppression of the Slave Trade. ‘ 

Senhor Pamplona, in his sworn protest, estimates his losses on account of the 
detention of the “Barboleta” at 1,065/., and these losses are made up as follows, 
viz. :— 


Ist. For value of goods stuted to be existing on board the “ Barbolete” at the time of her detention 100 
2nd. For value of provisions on board the vessel .. ae as “i + 
3rd. For deterioration of the vessel in consequence of her being towed from the Congo to Loanda .. 40 
4th. For sum required to ransom and indemnify seven Cabenda men, composing the crew of the 

“ Barboleta,” who are stated to have been put on shore at a place where they would be 

detained as prisoners by the natives ir ar a se oe 
5th. For estimated losses by the interruption of the business for which the cargo was intended... 200 
6th. For injury done to the Protester by the suspicion thrown upon him as being engaged in the 


Slave Trade é‘ 500 


Making a total of is as sg re si £1,065 


Now, as regards the 1st, 2nd, and 5th items of claim, it appears, from the statement 
of the Commander of the “Viper,” as will be seen on referring to the letter from 
Mr. Gabriel to the Governor-General of Angola of the 7th of November last, that the 
“Barboleta ” had not, at the time of her detention, any cargo or provisions whatever on 
board, and that she came down the River Congo for the sole purpose of communicatin 
with the Commander of the “ Viper,” with the view to ascertain what had become of 
— boat which Commander Hewett had detained, but which was subsequently 
released. 

There can be no ground, therefore, for making a claim for the value of a cargo and 
for provisions which did not exist, and this answer will apply equally to the claim made 
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by Senhor Pamplona under the 5th head, for damages in consequence of his business 
bein, lyzed by the loss of a cargo which never had any existence. eee oe 

ith reference to the 4th item of claim, viz., 200/., the sum estimated to be required 
to ransom and indemnify the Cabenda men who formed the crew of the “ Barboleta,”’and 
who are stated to have been put on shore at a place where they would be detained as 
prisoners by the natives, it appears, according to Commander Hewett’s account, that the 
crew of this vessel was composed of two white men and three or four negroes, and that 
they were transferred to the boat, regarding which the “ Barboleta” had been sent to 
make inquiries, but which had already been released as above stated, and in this boat 
they all, at their own request, returned to Ponto da Lenha. 

As regards the 6th and largest item of claim put forward by Senhor Pamplona, 
namely, 500/., for the injury which his character will suffer by the suspicion thrown upon 
him of being engaged in the Slave Trade, I have in the first place to observe, that 
Commander Hewett, in his correspondence with the Governor-General of Angola, states 
that the “ Barboleta” was not detained on a charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade, 
but because he was under the impression that she was navigating in violation of the 
Portuguese Laws for regulating the Coasting Trade, and that he was consequently justified 
in seizing her; and, as regards any damages Senhor Pamplona’s character may suffer 
from the imputation that he had been engaged in the Slave Trade, I have to observe, that 
it has been notorious for some years past that Senhor Pamplona has been engaged in 
that inhuman Traffic. 

In the year 1857, when the American slave-vessel “ Mary E. Smith” was captured 
by the Brazilian authorities off the coast of Brazil, Senhor Pamplona’s name appeared 
in the papers of that vessel as one of the shippers of the slaves found on board. 

Since that period, amongst the correspondence found on board a slaver, captured by 
British cruizer on the African Coast, there is a letter addressed to Senhor Pamplona 
by his correspondent at Havana, which proved that he has been engaged in the Cuban 
Slave Trade. It will scarcely, therefore, be contended that Senhor Pamplona’s claim for 
damages, under this head, could be sustained. 

There remains, then, to be considered the 3rd item of claim, namely, 401., for 
deterioration of the “ Barboleta,” in consequence of her having been towed fzom the 
Congo to Loanda; and with reference to this claim, I have to state that, if, after a survey 
of the “‘ Barboleta” by competent persons, which the authorities at Loanda will, doubtless, 
have already caused to be made, it should prove that this vessel did actually suffer 
damages to the amount of 40/., that sum, or any less amount which may be omental by the 
Surveyors, will be paid by Her Majesty’s Government. 

It remains for me to offer a few observations with regard to the Governor-General’s 
statement, that the legitimate coasting trade, both in Portuguese and in native vessels, is 
the object of “unheard-of violences” and “atrocious persecution” on the part of 
Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers. 

When such accusations are made against the Commanders of British cruizers, it is to 
be expected that they would have been supported by specific charges, but with the 
exception of the case of the “ Barboleta,” Her Majesty’s Government are not aware that 
any Portuguese vessels have been improperly detained or interfered with by British 
cruizers on the West Coast of Africa; nor, as far as the reports which have hitherto been 
received would show, have any native vessels been captured or destroyed, except upon well- 
grounded information that they have been engaged in the Slave Trade. 

So far from legitimate trade being subject to persecution and violence by British 
cruizers, Her Majesty’s Government have no hesitation in asserting that, on the greater 
part of the African Coast where legal trade does exist, it owes such existence to the policy 
pursued by this country, and to the unwearied exertions of the Commanders of British 
cruizers for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I have to instruct you to make a communication to the Portuguese Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in the sense of this despatch, and, if he should desire it, to give him a 
copy of it. . 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of two despatches from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope :* one containing their Report upon the Slave 
Trade which has been carried on from the East Coast of Africa during the past year, 
the other inclosing a letter from Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. Grey, containing 
information which, corroborated as it has been by reports received by Her Majesty’s 
Government from other sources, leaves no room for dahitige the fact that the Slave 
Trade has been extensively carried on from the Portuguese possessions, and that the 
Portuguese Governor of Ibo, as well as the authorities on other parts of the Coast, 
have connived at the Traffic. 

I have to instruct you to communicate copies of Admiral Grey’s letter und its 
inclosure, and also the substance of the Cape Commissioners’ despatches to the Portuguese 
Government, and in doing so you will state that Her Majesty’s Government feel assured 
that the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty will cause immediate steps to be 
taken for the investigation of the circumstances reported by Admiral Grey and the 
Cape Commissioners, with the view to the removal and punishment of those officers who 
may be proved to have engaged in, or to have connived at, the Traffic in Slaves. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 375. 


™ Sir A. Magenis to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received March 22.) 
(No. 4.) 


My Lord, Lisbon, March 14, 1860. 


THE inability of the Duke of Terceira, from continued indisposition, to receive at 
the Foreign Office the Corps Diplomatique, prevented me from carrying out immediately 
your Lordship’s instructions, contained in your despatch No. 4 of the 11th ultimo, 
which reached me on the 21st. 

I saw his Excellency, however, last week at his own house, and delivered to him a 
copy of that despatch, in conformity with your Lordship’s instructions, and he promised 
to instruct the Portuguese Minister in London to take part in the Conference which 
your Lordship proposes should meet in London in May or June next to consider what 
measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR C. MAGENIS. 
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No. 376. 
Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell.—( Received -) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 4, 1859. 


PORTUGAL. (Consular)—Aczores, 


No. 377. 


* Consul Vines to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 30.) 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord, St. Michael’s, December 8, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying copy of a 
despatch (Inclosure No. 1), which I have this day received from Mr. James Heckay, 
the British Vice-Consul at Flores, together with a copy of a statement (Inclosure No. 2) 
made by a carpenter, of the name of Major T. Donnell, who was one of the crew of an 
American schooner the “ Wanderer” of Savannah, the real name of the Master of which, 
according to the carpenter’s statement on oath, is Mr. Lincoln Patten, of Bath, State of 
Maine. 

I beg respectfully to call your Lordship’s attention to the facts stated by the 
carpenter ; that this American ship master had first assumed the name of D. 8S. Martin, 
and then that of George D. Walker, and changed the name of the vessel under his 
command from the “ Wanderer” to the “ William,” altered the destination of his ship 
three times, and gave false reports to the vessels spoken with at sea, from all of which it 
would appear that he was about to engage in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 377. 
Vice-Consul Mackay to Consul Vines. 


Sir, Flores, November 12, 1859. 

I HAVE to inform you that, on the 6th of the current month, there arrived here 
an American schooner called “ William,” Captain, George D. Walker; the said Captain 
stated that he had encountered very bad weather, and lost his spars and sails and spoilt 
his provisions. After noting his protest, and calling a survey on his vessel, he gave 
large orders for provisions, and bought an anchor and chain and several spars, and 
employed carpenters on board of the said schooner, as well as on shore. The said Captain 
was repeatedly desired by his Consul to bring his ship's register on shore, but always 
made some excuse. ‘To-day he was ordered to go on board and get the document; at 
the same time some of the parties who furnished his supplies requested him to bring 
money to settle. Afterwards the said Captain went on board of his vessel, slipped from 
his anchor, and made sail. In his hurry he left his carpenter on shore, who states, on 
oath, that the real name of the vessel is the “ Wanderer,” of Savannah, U.S., and 
that the Captain’s real name is Lincoln Patten, a resident of Bath, in the State of 
Maine, U.S. A few days after leaving Savannah the said Captain stated to the crew 
his intention of going to the East Coast of Africa for a cargo of slaves. I herewith 
inclose a copy of the statement made by the carpenter. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES MACKAY, Jun. 
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ON ce the 14th day of October, 1859, I shi on board the schooner 
“ Wanderer,” the Oaptain of which then called himself D. 8. Martin, and bound to 
Matanzas, West Indies; wages to be 18 dollars a-month, and advance 15 dollars, which 
I never received. Worked on board the ship and slept on shore until the 18th, when I 
asked the Captain to let me get my clothes and tools on board, hut he kept me at work, 
the schooner then lying e~stréath, and taking in ‘pro onboard. That night, 
between 10 and 12 o’clock, Captain D. 8. Martin came on board, accompanied by Captain 
Black, the Shipping Master, who brought with him a set of Articles. The two Captains 
came down into the cook’s room, and. called all hands that-were on board; and Captain 
Martin said, “The ‘ Wanderer’ has to go to sea this night.” We all asked him if he 
would let us get our clothes, but he refused, and said that Charles Tamarr* had told him 
not to allow a man to go on shore, and that. he: was rich enough to pay us all for our 
clothes. He then called all hands into the cabin to sign the Articles that Captain Black had 
brought with him, and which he read..over to the crew. I have forgotten the name of 
the lace we were to go to, but I know that it was on the Coast of Africa. Captain 


Martin then compelled every man to YY his name to the Articles, saying he would, 


shoot every man that would not sign, and he and his mate were both armed with a pistol 
each. And when we had all signed, we were fifteen men all told, Captain, mate, second 
mate, cook, and steward, and ten men before the mast; then the Captain made the two 
men that came in Ned the boatman’s boat with Captain Black sign too, and that made 
us’ twelve men before the mast, and we had left some men on shore who had already 
signed Articles for the West Indies,’ Captain Black then wanted to go on shore, but 
Captain Martin would not allow him, and swore that the first man that offered to go over 
the rail he would shoot. He then ordered me and another man to load all the muskets; 
there were twelve in‘all, but only ten good ones, and he said he would fight the Revenue 
Cutter. - Whilst we were loading the guns he gave the order to get under weigh, putting 
tackles on the chain, and began to haul in by hand, making as little noise as possible, 
not to be heard on shore. Captain Martin told the second mate he had shot a man on 
shore, but did not know if'he were dead. Ned the boatman said he was dead. The 
schooner got aground twice that night, but floated off at high water. Just outside the 
bar hauled up Ned’s boat, and gave him our- boat and a spar for a mast, and a horse 
age and cutlass to Captain Black, and then cast them off. It was understood when we 
eft that Charles Tamarr was to meet us outside in a steamer with more men and more 
rovisions; but Captain Martin, fearing to hang on the coast, for, not seeing the cutter, 
e expected she had gone to Charleston to get the ‘other cutter to help her, he decided 
to run for St. Thomas’s, to get provisions ant other necessaries there, he having neither 
chronometer or chart, and but one quadrant and one Pidamy. On the 20th the Captain 
told me to build a false rail on the stern, and said he was in a hurry for it, and I worked 
at it until night. Same night spoke a ship, and told her we were from Rio, bound to 
Halifax with coffee. Friday, 21st, the Captain told me to paint out the schooner’s name ; 
ve it two coats of paint; that day. Same. day, saw a sail on weather-bow, it blowing 
fresh she passed our course; we kept away for her, ran up the American flag, got the 
starboard gun ready for use, and m if ready with a match. The vessel was an 
American barque, and our Captain said he suspected there were slaves on board: I have 
forgotten her name. The Captain asked what we-wanted ; we said to know his longitude, 
which he gave us. For some days rather stormy weather, which did much ianege to our 
ship. I was kept constantly at work. On the 31st, spoke the ship “Charlotta Morrison ” 
of Bath, bound south; told her to A us as the schooner “ William ” of Savannah. 
Also spoke an American schooner from New York, bound to Matanzas’; told her we were 
from New York, out eight days, bound to St. Thomas, and asked her, to report us as the 
“Ida” of Boston. On’Wednesday, the 2nd of November, saw a full rigged brig ahead, 
but wind being light could not come up with her.. The Captain. thought it was. the brig 
“Echo,” also a slaver. On Friday, the 4th, we signed a new set of, Articles, George D. 
Walker, Master, bound to a yl . The Captain changed his name to suit the name on, 
an old set of clearances he on board. cut out. and put up.and painted the name 
of “ William” on the stern, the old pame being carefully scraped out and painted over. 
About 4 o'clock, on the 5th November, made land. The Captain then called all hands 
aft, and said he was going into Fayal to get provisions and clothes; said he would not 


* Probably the owner of the “ Wanderer.” 
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stop more than na ie ht hours, and gave us all some instructions what to say. 
Anchored, on the 6 ovember, at 10 o’clock in the morning, to the south of Santa 
Cruz, Island of Flores. The health boat came alongside, and then a pilot and officers. 
Captain showed his papers, all but clearances, which he said he could not find. After the 
officers left the mate got them, and altered them to suit. On the Monday the — 
ordered provisions ae 8, and various other things. I was on shore at work, and the 
Captain, on being applied to for money for all the purchases he had made, said he would 
go to his vessel to get money, and instead of returning to shore he, on that same day, the 
11th of November, slipped his cable, and stood off to sea, leaving me on shore, and I 
have seen no more of fam: sakes eas lS 

The above I have written of my own free will and accord, at Santa Cruz, Island of 


Flores, November 16, 1859. 
(Signed) MAJOR T. DONNELL. 
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No. 378. 
1 Consul Miller to Lord J. Russell. —(Received December 17.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, St. Vincent, Cape de Verde Islands, November 23, 1859. 


AT this moment, when the mail is about to close, I have received information of the 
appearance of a suspicious craft bearing Spanish colours between the Islands of Brava and 
Fogo, the most leeward of this group. L 

The Captain of the vessel boarded a small coasting schooner belonging to the 
islands, called the “Esperanga,” and after commanding his boat’s crew to lay off from 
the schooner’s side, to prevent their communicating with the crew of the “ Esperanca,” 
demanded to be supplied with sugar, &c., which were furnished, but were not paid for. 

The Patrao (Master) of the “Esperanca” states that the vessel was a brig, a very 
fast sailer, and that he supposes that she is a slaver. After the Captain of the Spaniard 
took the stores he wanted from the “ Esperanca,” he ordered the Patrao to make sail, 
which he did, but he says that the brig seemed to be pursuing no definite course, being 
at times sharp hauled close by the wind, and at times running with the wind free on his 

uarter. 
: This circumstance occurred about fifteen days since. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS MILLER. 


PORTUGAL. (Consular)—Quillimane. 





No. 379. 
Dr. Livingstone to the Eur! of Shelburne.—(Received December 20.) 


My dear Lord, River Zambesi, August 9, 1859. 


REMEMBERING that you take an interest in African affairs, I have often felt 
that I ought to give you some information about our progress; but having been forced 
either virtually to give up command or navigate the vessel myself, I chose the latter, and 
my time has been swallowed up in the duties of a “skipper,” though, as far as my taste 
goes, I would as soon be a cab-driver in London in winter. This employment, in a vessel 
so badly constructed that not even Charity herself would excuse Mr. Laird, has prevented 
our doing so much as we anticipated in the way of exploration, but we have made an 
entrance into Eastern Africa by going up the Shire, a branch of the Zambesi, 100 miles, 
and then proceeding beyond that, on foot, till we came to the Lake Region, west of 
Mozambique. There the country is exactly the same as I found the middle of the 
Continent, exceedingly fertile, and abounding in running streams; but while the middle 
country was flat, this is mountainous, and the mountains the finest I ever saw. They are 
all green and well wooded, and one, Zomba, 6,000 feet high at least, is inhabited, and has 
a top about fifteen miles broad. The lake we saw is large, and surrounded by mountains, 
and it is separated by but a few miles of land from another and much larger body of water. 
The whole of that region is well adapted for cotton and sugar. This is not theory, but 
actual fact, for we saw more cotton growing there than anywhere else, and the sugar-cane 
is thicker than at the Mauritius, where it is raised with guano. The Portuguese never 
went up the Shire more than a few miles, and know nothing of the people there except 
what slaves tell them. We are on the best terms with them, but they are jealous of our 
discoveries, and wish to make all appear as their country, on the ground of some unknown 
documents in their archives. We now begin to be anxious about who is to be benefited 
by our discoveries. A colony of Germans is on its way out here, and they will probably 
begin at the coal which we have opened. It is excellent in quality, and we have run a 
shaft twenty-nine feet into it to test its quality. Well, I would not care though it did 
them good, but I feel rather sore, because, when the Portuguese Government granted 
them lands and freedom from taxation for ten years, it did not impose the condition, 
“ You shall not own slaves.” The Portuguese have.so little hold on their slaves, as they 
can run away to independent tribes. This condition would have worked out the extinction 
of slavery. The Portuguese don’t like our paying for all the work we get done, because, 
as they say, “it demoralizes the slaves!” and at public whippings they are often annoyed 
by the slaves calling out, “Oh for the English !"—“ When will the English come?” A 
small colony of English would do an immense deal of good to Africa, were they placed in a 
sugar and cotton-producing country like this. There is no danger from fever, provided 
ordinary care is taken, and active habits followed. We don’t believe in quinine a bit. 
We are certain that we owe our health far more to the good food provided by Her Majesty's 
Government, through Mr. Wilson of Glasgow, than to the use of quinine. We never 
could keep our cabin dry, do as we might. e sleep on wet rotten cushions, yet have fair 
health. We are now on our way back to the Lake Region, and will remain there a few 
months. Excuse the familiar strain I have run into, and believe me, &c. 

(Signed) DAVID LIVINGSTONE. 
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No. 380. 


” Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13.) 
(No. 3.) 


My Lord, Madrid, April 7, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith a report I have received for your Lordship, under flying 
seal, from Her Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz, in reply to a despatch which he had received 
from your Lordship, on the subject of a vessel stranded at Puerto Rico with slaves on board. 

Your Lordship’s despatch No. 3 of the 10th ultimo, with reference to this case, 
having been inclosed in the envelope to Mr. Brackenbury, has only now reached me from 
Cadiz, and I am not yet sufficiently acquainted with the circumstances of the case to 
execute your Lordship’s instructions therein conveyed tome. I have, however, instructed 
Mr. Brackenbury to communicate to me without delay, in copy or original, your 
Lordship’s despatch to him, with its inclosures, which ought to have been addressed to 
me under flying seal. 





Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 
No. 381. 
Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Madrid, April 23, 1859. 


DON JOSE MARIA LAGO, an Agent of the Society for the introduction of Cotton 
Cultivation into the Island of Cuba, addressed to me some days ago the letter of which 
a translation and copy are inclosed, accompanied by some samples of Cuba grown 
cotton, and requesting me to support a scheme for the immigration of free labourers from 
the Coast of Africa into the island. 

I inclose for your Lordship’s information a translation of my reply, in which I have 
taken occasion to point out to him, that Her Majesty’s Government would not only 
oppose any attempt to establish a system of emigration from the Coast of Africa, as likely 
to degenerate into a Slave Trade; but that while slavery exists in Cuba it would even 
be impossible for them to sanction the emigration of free labourers from any of Her 
Majesty’s dominions in the East to that island. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. © 





Inclosure 1 in No. 381. 


Seftor Lego to Mr. Buchanan. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Madrid, April 18, 1859. 
HAVING been commissioned to represent at this Court the Company called the 
“ Algodonera de la Isla de Cuba,” for whose prosperity your Excellency has evinced so 
noble and generous an interest, by using your good offices to induce the Spanish Govern- 


SPAIN. 285 


ment to grant that protection and support which this most im nt branch of Cuban 
agriculture deserves, I corisider it my duty, in offering you, on behalf of my principals, 
my most hearty thanks, to bring under your notice the samples of this fine and 
delicate plant, which have been forwarded to me by the Company. 

I avail myself of the occasion thus afforded me of having the honour of addressing 
your Excellency to inclose to you at the same time a copy of project of free African 
immigration into Cuba, which was submitted some years ago to the decision of the 
Government by Don José Suarez Argudin, a proprietor in the island, as well as a note 
describing the course which the proceedings on this subject have taken hitherto, and 
their actual position at the present time. 

The want of field labourers in Cuba, in consequence of the epidemic diseases, 
which jin a short space of time have deprived agriculture of more than 100,000 arms; the 
unfortunate results which have sprung from the European and Asiatic immigrations 
attempted since 1848, and the consequent urgent necessity of supplying to the rising 
cotton cultivation interest the strong arm, which alone is capable in that climate of 
supporting the severe labour demanded by the preparation of the lands intended for this 
purpose, have urged the author of the project to seek permission from the Government 
for the introduction into Cuba of 8,000 or 10,000 free African labourers, with every 
imaginable guarantee, and without prejudice to carrying out the said project in every 
point at some future period. 

I cannot but call your Excellency’s attention to this most interesting subject, which 
is one of life and death for Cuban agriculture, and more especially for the branch of 
it relating to cotton, the development of which would be impossible without the 
powerful element of African labour, and, therefore, I cannot but hope from your great 
courtesy, that in continuing as hitherto to afford your powerful protection to the interests 
of the Company, you will assist efficaciously in disposing the Government to decide 
promptly and favourable the still pending scheme of Suarez Argudin in reference to 
African labourers. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOSE M. LAGO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 381. 


Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Lago. 
(Translation. ) 
Sir, Madrid, April 23, 1859. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 18th instant, together with the samples 
which accompanied it of Cuban grown cotton, and in returning them, I have much 
satsifaction in congratulating you on the prospect of that plant increasing before long 
the prosperity and the commercial importance of Cuba. 

With reference, however, to the memorandum and pamphlet inclosed in your 
letter, and your wish that I should use my influence to promote the establishment of a 
system of free immigration into Cuba from the Coast of Africa, I have to observe, 
that, however much the Government of the Queen my Sovereign may feel interested in 
the success of the efforts now making to introduce cotton cultivation into that island, 
they will not be disposed to encourage it by giving their sanction and support to the 
views of Don José Suarez Argudin. 

The social condition of Africa, and the odious practice of man-stealing which the 
Slave Trade has established among the people, entirely preclude the hope of any 
system of emigration from thence being carried on for many years to come, and 
until a complete change has been effected in the habits and principles of the natives 
which wont not be attended with the abuses of the Slave Trade; and, besides, 
the existence of slavery in Cuba would be a serious objection in the eyes of Her 
Majesty’s Government to the adoption of such an experiment for the purpose of 
promoting immigration into that Spanish colony. 

Indeed I may observe, that the feelings of Her Majesty’s Government are so 
strong upon this latter point, that though they have learnt with much satisfaction 
that the Spanish Government are disposed to encourage the introduction of free 
Chinese colonists into Cuba, they consider the existence of slavery in the island an 
insurmountable obstacle to their sanctioning the emigration of labourers for that 
destination from a British colony. 

With reference to your remarks on the failure of Chinese labour in Cuba, you 
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will perhaps allow me to observe that the fault may not have lain entirely with the 
labourer, and that the system of field-labour in the island’ may have in some degree 
contributed to render him an unwilling or a useless servant. I have every reason to 
helieve that in British Colonies the same complaint of the result of Chinese immigra- 
tion does not exist. Indeed I am assured that the native of China has proved himself 
to be a more industrious and willing free field-labourer than the negro, while the 
money which such men save from their day’s earnings, with a view to their eventual 
return to their own country, is the most satisfactory answer which can be given to 
ire who object to their employment on account of their vices and unprincipled 
conduct. 


IT am, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





No. 382. 


Mr. Buchanan to Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Madrid, April 25, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 4 of the Yth instant, I have the honour to 
inclose herewith the copy and translation of a note from M. Calderon Collantes, acquainting 
me with the steps which have been taken by the authorities of Puerto Rico in consequence 
of the stranding on that island of a vessel with a large cargo of African negroes. 

Your Lordship will perceive that M. Collantes considers the name of the vessel’ to 
have been “ Majesty,” which he says leads to the presumption of her having been English 
or Anglo-American, and he represents her Commander, who had died on the passage, to 
have been an Englishman. 

Although upwards of 1,000 slaves were embarked on board this vessel, the Puerto 
Rican authorities report only 653 to have been landed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





Inclosure in No. 382. 


Sefor Collantes to Mr. Buchanan. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Madrid, April 12, 1859. 

I HAVE received the note which you have been pleased to address to me under 
date of the 9th instant, in fulfilment of the instructions of your Government, respecting 
the disembarkation of negroes effected in the island of Puerto Rico, to which the 
communications from the Consuls of Her Britannic Majesty in the said island and in 
that of St. Thomas refer, and which you inclose to me in copy. 

From the documents which exist in this office it appears that truly in the night of 
the 5th of February last a ship of large dimensions, and apparently laden with a 
considerable number of African negroes, was discovered stranded on the beach of 
Candclero, and at the port called the “Frenchman’s,” belonging to the jurisdiction of 
Humacao. Having been apprised of this event, the competent authority ordered a 
proper report to be drawn up, a Magistrate of the Tribunal being stationed in the village 
of Humacao for the purpose of instituting the necessary proceedings. From the reports 
existing in the said Supreme Tribunal, the only result which was known up to the 13th of 
February was, that prompt orders had been issued for the capture of two culprits who had 
fied; but, from confidential intelligence, and from particulars obtained by the Govern- 
ment of the island, it is known that the ship is truly one of those employed in the illicit 
Negro Traffic; that it comes from Santiago de Cuba, from whence it sailed more than 
six months ago, apparently for New Orleans; that, out at sea, it changed its course, 
going to the Coast of Africa, where it took on board from 1,000 to 1,200 negroes, of whom 
a large number perished during the e, the Captain, who it seems was an English- 
man, having died also; that, whit sang in the direction of Cuba it accidentally 
stranded where it was found; that it had on d 653 negroes and a crew of 30 men; 
that the former have been taken possession of in virtue of Government regulations ; and 
will be conveyed to the capital of the island in the steam-boat “Ferdinand Cortes,” 
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together with the ship, which was already afloat again, thanks to the measures taken by 
the said steam-boat; and the latter, that is to say, the crew, were incarcerated in the 
rison of Humacao, and are at the disposal of the Tribunals; and, finally, that the ship 
upon it, although somewhat effaced, the name of “ Majesty,” which leads to the 
presumption of her being English or Anglo-American. 

This statement will bring to your knowledge that, with the exception of some slight 
variation, the facts elicited confirm those referred to by the British Consuls in Puerto 
Rico and St. Thomas in their communications; and I am able to assure you that the 
perpetrators of such a crime will be dealt with by Spanish tribunals according to justice, 
in the same manner that the unhappy beings who were on board the vessel referred to 
will be treated with all the interest which their miserable situation required. 

Such is all I can say in reply to your note above referred to. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) SATURNINO CALDERON COLLANTES. 





No. 383. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 13, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 10th of March last, I transmit, for 
your information, copies of a despatch and its inclosure from Mr. Lennon Hunt, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Puerto Rico,* reporting that out of the cargo of slaves recently 
disembarked at Humacao in that island from the stranded vessel “ Majestic” or “Majesté,” 
and which was reported to consist of 850 negroes, only 512 remained ultimately accounted 
for by the Spanish authorities, the rest having been stolen with the connivance of the 
authorities, and reduced to slavery. 

I observe in the note from Senhor Calderon Collantes, of which a copy was inclosed 
in your despatch No. 4 of the 9th ultimo, that the number of negroes stated by the 
Spanish Minister to have been found on board the stranded vessel, and to have been 
taken possession of by the authorities, amounted to 653, but whether the number given 
by Her Majesty’s Consul or by the Spanish Minister is correct, it is evident in either case 
that a large proportion of the unfortunate human beings, whose liberty ought to have 
been assured to them when once under the protection of the Spanish authorities, have 
been again kidnapped into slavery through the remissness or connivance of those 
authorities. 

I have to instruct you to address a strong representation on this subject to the 
Spanish Government, and you will state that Her Majesty’s Government confidently 
trust that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty will prove that they are in earnest in 
their endeavours to put a stop to the Slave Trade, not only by taking measures for the 
recapture of the kidnapped negroes, but also by punishing severely those persons who 
may have connived at, or engaged in, their abduction. ‘ 

am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 384. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 13, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a og from Mr. Skelton, Her 
Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierre Leone,t reporting the 
decease, on the 7th ultimo, of M. Joaquim de Zugasti, Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in 
the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice established in that colony, and I have 
to instruct you to communicate the intelligence of this melancholy event to the Spanish 
Government. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





* No. 516. + Class A, No. 7. 
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No. 385. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, \Foreign Office, May 13, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of despatches which I have received from 
Mr. Crawford on the subject of Cuban Slave Trade.* 

You will see from these papers, not only that there has been a considerable 
increase in the number of slaves introduced into Cuba in the year 1858, as compured 
with the previous year, but also that the proportion captured by the Spanish authorities 
during the same period is very much smaller, the numbers being 10,436 landed and 
2,324 captured by the Spanish authorities in the year 1857, against 16,992 landed and 
639 captured in the year, 1858. 

By your despatch No. 1 of the 24th of February last, reporting what passed at a 
conversation which you had with the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of 
the Cuban Slave Trade, it appears that Sefior Collantes expressed his conviction that 
Mr. Crawford’s reports as to the number of slaves introduced into Cuba are greatly 
exaggerated, for that according to accounts received by the Spanish Government from 
General Concha, the number of slaves introduced into Cuba had not latterly exceeded 
5,000 annually. 

But it is useless for the Spanish authorities to deny the accuracy of Mr. Crawford’s 
statements, when they are corroborated by the reports received by Her Majesty’s 
Government from other and totally independent sources. 

To show the extent of the Cuban Slave Traffic, I need only mention that thirteen 
vessels were captured by British cruizers during the past year on the West Coast of 
Africa, either with slaves on board or equipped for Slave Traffic, and the following vessels 
are reported by Commodore Wise to have escaped with full cargoes of slaves destined for 
the Cuban market :—the “ Merchant,” “ Telegraph,” ‘“ Putnam,” “ William Montague,” 
“ Blooming Youth,” “ Trovador,” “ Charlotte,” “ Ellen,” and “Venus.” And besides the 
vessels above enumerated, other vessels, whose names are not given, are also known to 
have escaped with cargoes of slaves destined for Cuba. 

Mr. Crawford gives also the names of the following vessels as having landed cargoes 
of slaves in Cuba:—the “ Nancy,” “ Peruana,” “ Iberia,” “ Haidee,” “E. A. Rawlings,” 
and “ E. A. Chase.” And, as it is known that these vessels were at one time on the 
African coast, and destined for Slave Traffic, there can be little doubt that Mr. Crawford 
is correct in stating that they successfully landed their cargoes on the Cuban coast. 

The advices, moreover, received by Her Majesty’s Government tend to show that 
preparations are making for carrying on the Slave Trade on a still more extended scale 
during the present year. 

Besides the vessels mentioned in Mr. Crawford’s despatch No. 5 of the 2nd of March 
last, as being intended for employment in the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government 
havé received information that fifteen other vessels have either sailed, or are about to 
sail, from American and Cuban ports, destined to be employed in this Traffic. 

I have to instruct vou to communicate these facts to the Spanish Government, and 
you will at the same time state to Sefior Collantes that unless some effective steps are 
taken by the Spanish authorities to fulfil the solemn obligation into which they have 
entered to put a stop to the Cuban Slave Trade by means which they undoubtedly have 
at their command, Her Majesty’s Government cannot but foresee that those friendly 
relations, which is the earnest desire of Her Majesty’s Government to maintain with that 
of Her Catholic Majesty, may be most seriously impaired. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





* Nos. 440, 441, and 443; o d Class A, Nos. 68 and 69. 
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No. 386. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 16, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to ‘you herewith an extract of a despatch which I have received 
from Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone,* containing 
a report upon the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa during the past year. 

1 also inclose a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba,+ 
containing further information respecting preparations for carrying on the Slave Trade 
in that island, and I have to instruct you to make use of the information contained in 
these papers in the communication which you are directed by my despatch No. 7 of the 
13th instant to make to the Spanish Government on the subject of the Cuban Slave 
Trade. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 387. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 9.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 22, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 5 of the 13th instant, I inclosed for your 
information copies of a further despatch and its inclosures from Her Majesty’s Consul at 


Puerto Rico,{ relative to the abduction of the Africans landed at Humacao from the 
stranded slave-vessel “ Majestic” or “ Majesté.” 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 388. 


(N Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 26.) 
0 7.) 
My Lord, Madrid, May 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy of a note which, in obedience 
to the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 6 of the 13th instant, 
I have addressed to the Spanish Government, reporting the death of M. Joaquin de 
Zugasti, Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice 
at Sierra Leone. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





Inclosure in No. 388. 
Mr. Buchanan to Seftor Collantes. 


Sir, Madrid, May 21, 1859. 
IN conformity with instructions which I have received from the Earl of Malmesbury, 
it is my painful duty to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government have 


* Class A, No. 1. + No. 445. t No. 518. 
Crass B. 
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received a despatch from Mr. Skelton, Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission 
Courts at Sierra Leone, reporting the decease on the 7th ultimo of M. Joaquin de 
Zugasti, Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice 
established in that colony. : 

Mr. Skelton also reports that M. de Sanyuirico, the Spanish Consul, had, in conse- 
quence, assumed the office of Acting Judge on the part of Spain. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





No. 389. 


Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury—(Received May 26.) 
(No. 8.) 


My Lord, Madrid, May 21, 1829. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy of a note which, in conformit 
with the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 5 of the 13th 
instant, I have addressed to Her Catholic Majesty’s Government respecting the negroes 
who were kidnapped from the cargo of the vessel “ Majestic,” stranded on the coast of 
Puerto Rico. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


Inclosure in No. 389. 
Mr. Buchanan to Senor Collantes. 


Sir, Madrid, May 21, 1859. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s note of the 12th ultimo on the subject of the 
slaver “ Majestic” or “ Majesté,’ which was stranded on the coast of Puerto Rico in the 
month of February last, I have now, in conformity with instructions from the Earl of 
Malmesbury, to inform your Excellency that out of the cargo of that vessel disembarked 
at Humacao, which was reported to consist of 850 negroes, only 512 were ultimately 
accounted for by the Spanish authorities to be apprenticed as emancipados, the rest 
having been stolen with the connivance of the authorities and reduced to slavery. 
Mr. Consul Hunt reports to Her Majesty’s Government that the stolen negroes were the 
strongest and healthiest of the cargo, while the weakly and sickly were left in possession 
of the authorities; and he also mentions that the Military Commandant of Humacao, 

-who was the principal delinquent in their abduction, had been removed from his 
command, and was awaiting his trial by a court-martial at Puerto Rico. 

With reference to this subject, I have also to inform your Excellency that Her 
Majesty’s Consul addressed a note to General Cotoner on the 22nd of February, 
requesting that none of the emancipados might be assigned to the estate-holders of the 
Department in which the Africans had been landed, in order that it might be more easy 
to identify the numbers who were known to be secreted there; and after some hesitation 
this suggestion was complied with; but, notwithstanding, on the 23rd of March last there 
was hardly an estate in the district (although no emancipado had been assigned to them) 
on which some negroes from the cargo of the “ Majestic” were not to be found. 

Indeed, at that time, only five of the missing negroes had been captured by the 
police, and Mr. Hunt, therefore, addressed to the Acting-Governor (General Catoner 
being absent on an official tour) the note. of which a copy is inclosed, naming several 
estates upon which these negroes were detained, and calling upon his Excellency to take 
measures for their liberation. General Medinella, however, only replied by the letter of 
which a copy is. also inclosed, that Mr. Hunt’s note would be forwarded to General 
Cotoner, although he was himself competent to act in the case, and delay was thus 
allowed to occur which could hardly fail to render useless the statements made by Her 
Majesty’s Consul, as the planters would undoubtedly, before any search was made, be put 
upon their guard, so as to make the measures which might be ultimately adopted by the 
authorities entirely abortive. 

In the Island of Puerto Rico, however, there was no excuse, as Mr. Hunt justly 
observes, for not discovering the missing negroes, as the pathless forests and thinly 
inhabited districts do not exist there, by which the authorities in the Havana endeavour 


SPAIN. 291 


to palliate their usual want of success in the prosecution of investigations of this kind. 
On the contrary, he says, as the country is thickl ey of limited extent, and offers 
no facilities for concealing negroes, not one could have been removed from the charge 
of the authorities, if they had done their duty, instead of merely making a show of 
carrying out the law to save ap ces, 

In instructing me to submit this statement to your Excellency, the Earl of Malmes- 
bury observes, that he is aware your Excellency’s note above referred to represents the 
number of the negroes found on board the stranded vessel, and taken possession of by 
the authorities, as having only amounted to 650; but that, whether the number given by 
your Excellency or by Her Majesty’s Consul in Puerto Rico is correct, it is evident in 
either case that a large number of human beings, whose liberty ought to have been 
assured to them when once under the protection of the Spanish authorities, have been 
again kidnapped into slavery through the remissness or connivance of those authorities. 

I have consequently been instructed to press this case on the serious attention of 
Her Catholic Majesty’s Government, and to state that the Government of the Queen, 
my Sovereign, confidently trusts that Her Catholic Majesty’s Government will prove that 
they are in earnest in their endeavours to put a stop to the Slave Trade, not only by 
taking measures for the recapture of the ‘iteapoul negroes, but also by punishing severely 
those persons who may have connived at, or been engaged in, their abduction. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





No. 390. 


Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 26.) 
(No. 9. Confidential.) 


My Lord, Madrid, May 21, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 8 of this date on the subject of the abduction 
from the charge of the authorities at Puerto Rico of a large number of negroes landed 
there from the slave-trading barque “ Majesté” or “ Majestic,” I think it right to inform 
your Lordship that Mr. McCormick, the British Vice-Consul at Arecibo in that island, 
who was lately at Madrid, has given me some information with respect to the “ Majestic,” 
which is not without interest, as affording some proof of the possibility of blockading the 
coast of Cuba. 

Mr. McCormick left Puerto Rico in a vessel in which a person interested in the 
“* Majestic” was a passenger, from whom he learnt that the vessel had cruized for some 
time on the coast of Cuba, but had been deterred from landing her cargo there by the 
numerous American and Spanish ships-of-war on the station ; and that it had afterwards 
been found impossible to do so on the coast of Puerto Rico, as the vessel was watched by 
order of General Cotoner, who was aware of her being upon the coast. 

Mr. McCormick’s informant stated that it had been consequently necessary to run 
the vessel on shore, from a want of provisions and water. He admitted, however, that 
she had already performed four successful voyages, and landed four cargoes of slaves on 
the Island of Cuba. 

This report is, I am aware, not quite consistent with Mr. Consul-General Crawford's 
account of the inefficiency of the blockade of the coast of Cuba, since Her Majesty’s 
cruizers have been removed ; but Mr. McCormick, who also reported to me the disgraceful 
conduct of the Puerto Rican authorities with respect to the negroes landed from the 
“ Majestic,” appeared to be quite convinced of its truth. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 
No. 391. 
Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 30.) 
(No. 10.) ; 
My Lord, Madrid, May 25, 18659. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a note which I have addressed 
to Sefior Calderon Collantes, in conformity with the instructions conveyed to me in your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 7 of the 13th instant, and I have also read that despatch to 
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Sefior Collantes, and had some conversation with His Excellency on the arguments 
which it contains, in support of the authenticity of the reports which have reached Her 
Majesty’s Government respecting the increased development of the Cuban Slave 


e. 

Sefior Collantes, who had not yet received the inclosure, asked how I could expect 
Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to place more reliance upon the reports of a foreign 
Consular Agent in Cuba than upon those of the Queen’s Governor, who must have 
better means of information than any other person; to which I replied, that it must be 
remembered that almost all the subordinate local authorities were believed to be 
interested in concealing the truth from the Captain-General, and I therefore begged his 
Excellency to read calmly and impartially a note which I had addressed to him, founded 
on your Lordship’s despatch, and containing an abstract of the late reports which had 
been received by Her Majesty’s Government from Cuba, the United States, and the 
West Coast of Africa, as IT felt assured it could not fail to convince him that Her 
Majesty’s Government had not hastily arrived at the conclusion that General Concha had 
ria far too low an estimate of the number of negroes annually imported into the 
island. 

Sefior Collantes said the only effectual means of checking the Trade would be the 
establishment of a proper system for introducing free labour into the colony, and that 
this question was at present occupying the serious attention of the Government. 

e spoke, however, of Chinese labourers as having hitherto given little satisfaction 
to the Cuban planters, which I said was to be attributed to the harsh treatment and 
over-work to which field labourers were subject in the colony, an evil which would never 
be corrected until the Government interfered for their protection. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





Inclosure in 391, 
Mr. Buchanan to Seftor Collantes. 


Sir, Madrid, May 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, a statement which has been received by 
Her Majesty’s Government from the British Commissary Judge at the Havana, showing 
the number of slaves known to have been landed in the Island of Cuba during the year 
1858, and the proportion which had been captured by the Spanish authorities, the former 
amounting to 12,744, and the latter to only 639. Mr. Crawford further states in his 
report transmitting the inclosure, that, it' to the above number of negroes landed be 
added the usual allowance of a third, as the approximate number of those respecting 
whom no information has been obtained, it would appear that the enormous number of 
16,992 slaves have been landed during the year, and he expresses a belief that so many 
cargoes have been run, respecting which neither the Government of the island nor the 
Mixed Commission had any intelligence, that their real number far exceeds the proportion 
of the one-third at which they are estimated. 

In making this communication he says he will doubtless be charged with credulity 
by the Spanish authorities, as on former occasions, but he declares that he has fully 
investigated the information which he has received, and has entirely satisfied himself of 
its authenticity. 

He mentions the district of Cardenas as having rendered itself conspicuous for its 
slave-trading transactions during the year, but that the Lieutenant-Governor has, never- 
theless, been allowed to retain his post; and that when General Concha sent an “ oidor” 
from the Royal ‘ Audiencia” to investigate matters at that place, no proofs could be 
obtained of the slave-trading which had been carried on almost publicly in the district, 
to the scandal of the inhabitants, who were witnesses, but durst not, or would not declare 
what they had seen. 

In proof of his assertions of the extent to which the Slave Trade has been carried 
on since the date of the Treaty of 1835, Mr. Crawford says, in the same report, that it is 
only necessary to consider the enormous slave population required to produce 1,800,000 
boxes, or nearly 450,000 tons of sugar, besides the tobacco and other exports of the 
island, and to reflect that nearly twenty-four years have elapsed since the ratification of 
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the Treaty; for, though the ordinary mortality must have carried off all, or a great 
proportion of the slaves existing in 1835, there is a larger African population in Cuba at 
present than at that time, which certainly does not arise from the very limited fecundity 
of the negroes, and can only be accounted for by a constant stream of Bozals, which was 
last year considerably increased, and which is likely to be still further augmented by the 
facilities afforded to the slave-traders by the abuse of the flag of the United States—a 
state of things which is encouraged by the impunity that slave-traders have always 
enjoyed, there not being one instance of a conviction under the penal law, or of one 
slave-trader, though most of them are well known, having ever been subjected to its 
operation. 7 

With reference to this subject Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, 
addressed notes on the 30th of January and 25th of February last to the Captain- 
General, of which copies are inclosed herewith, respecting two cargoes of Bozals, said to 
have been landed in the district of Sagua la Grande. 

In replying to these communications General Concha expressed a disbelief in the 
landing of the cargoes in question, but he admitted that about the time at which it was 
reported to have taken place, a suspicious vessel had been seen near Cardenas, and 
another at Sagua la Grande, in purszit of which vessels Spanish cruizers bad been 
despatched, without, however, falling in with either of them ; and Mr. Crawford presumes 
that they may not only have evaded the cruizers, but succeeded in landing their 
cargoes. 

On the 12th of March, a report from the English Commissary Judge states that the 
following vessels were preparing to proceed to the coast of Africa for slaves, the 
“ Ines,” Spanish fore-and-aft schooner of 126 tons, painted green with red mouldings ; 
the “ Enterprise,” American fore-and-aft schooner of 120 tons, Moran, master, which was 
seized and sold as a slave-vessel at Jacksonville, was repurchased by the slave-traders, and 
was then at the Havana painted black with red mouldings. There were also a barque, 
a brigantine, and a schooner, fitting out in the port, and the “ Antelope,” an American 
vessel of 244 tons, had sailed from New York on the 30th of January for San Juan de 
los Remedios, from thence to proceed to the Coast of Africa. The same despatch states 
that the coaster “ Estrella” had lately carried to Cabafias the fittings for a slaver; and 
the coaster “ Vengativa,” a similar cargo in the direction of Cape San Antonio; and 
that the notorious slaver, Captain Don Eugenio Vifias, was at the Havana, with the 
intention, it was understood, of proceeding to the coast of Africa in the ‘ Eloisa,” a 
Chilian vessel of 487 tons. 

In the same despatch, Mr. Crawford states that about a fortnight previously 500 
Bozals had been landed at the Ensenada de los Cochinos, from a vessel named the 
“* Pancho,” and that the ‘ Dorado,” one of Don Julian Zulueta’s slavers, was daily 
expected on the Cuban coast. 

In another despatch, dated the 23rd of April, Mr. Crawford mentions that he had 
received a letter from Mr. Mure, Her Majesty’s Consul at New Orleans, dated the 4th of 
the same month, reporting that the ship “ Rebecca” of 543 tons, Carter, master, had 
sailed from thence for the Congo river, manifest not to be seen, and cleared by the 
Spanish firm of Prats, Pujol & Co.,.there being little doubt as to the nature and object of 
her voyage; and Mr. Mure adds that the slave-traders had become bolder in their 
operations, and no longer cleared their ships for Teneriffe and a market, but direct for 
the Slave Coast of Africa. 

In the same despatch Mr. Consul-General Crawford reports that the Captain-General 
had informed him on the 16th of April of his attention having been called to the clear- 
ance for San Tomé of the American brig “ William M. Grotton,” of 240 tons, by a person 
named Don Gregorio Tejedor, but that the result of the investigation which his Excel- 
lency had ordered was, “ that although it was suspected said vessel was to be engaged in 
the Slave Trade, as her papers were all in order, and there was nothing to warrant a 
formal detention, he was obliged to allow her to depart.” 

With reference to this case, Mr. Crawford observes, that Don Gregorio Tejedor is a 
notorious slave-trader, and that he has ascertained, since the ‘‘ Grotton” sailed, «1 the 
19th of April, that she had on board 38 pipes of water, and 160 shooks to be set up for 
more water-casks, 244 bags of rice, 60 barrels of biscuit, and a cooking stove—facts 
sufficient to condemn her, should she fall in with one of Her Majesty’s cruizers. He also 
reports, in the same despatch, that the American brig “Lillie Mills,” of 199 tons, was 
cleared on the 20th of April at the Havana for San Pablo de Loando, by a certain 
J. Newcomb, who calls himself an American citizen, and whose services the slave-traders 
have employed for a long time to cover their ownership of American vessels. 
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The “ Lillie Mills” had been stranded on the Colorado Reef, from whence she had 
been got off, and sold cheap, and was eminently fitted for slave-trading purposes. 

Mr. Crawford further states in this despatch, that Don Eugenio Viiias was said 
to have sailed for the Mozambique Ohannel on board a large vessel capable of carrying 
1,000 or 1,200 slaves, but that his supporters and partners were so influential that no 
notice had been published of the clearance or sailing of the ship in which be went, 
although there is little doubt that he did sail on the 9th of April, in the Chilian ship 
“ Eloisa,” referred to in the Commissioner's despatch of the 12th March. 

On the 2nd March, Mr. Skelton, the British Judge in the Mixed Commission at 
Sierra Leone, reports that the list of condemnations of slavers during the year 1858 shows 
a decrease in number as compared with those of 1857, fifteen having been condemned 
during the former year in the Vice-Admiralty Court of the colony, and one in the British 
and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, but he regrets to add that this decrease in the 
number of captures made by Her Majesty’s cruizers is far from being a proof of a 
decrease in the Slave Trade carried on from the West Coast of Africa. On the contrary, 
he says, it is but too clear, from the reports of Her Majesty’s Naval Officers employed 
on the station, that during 1858 the trade had been carried on with greater activity and 
success than had been the case for many previous years, and that he has unquestionable 
authority for affirming that between 10,000 and 11,000 slaves are known to have been 
exported from the West Coast during the year, while many other shipments must have 
taken place, which had not become known to the British authorities. 

I have thus bronght before your Excellency, in detail, statements which 
Her Majesty’s Government believe must satisfy Her Catholic Majesty’s Government that 
not only a considerable increase has taken place in the number of slaves introduced into 
Cuba in the year 1858, as compared with the previous year, but also that the proportion 
captured during the same period is very much smaller, the numbers being 10,436 landed, 
and 2,324 captured by Spanish authorities in 1857, against 16,992 landed, and 639 
captured in 1858. 

The Earl of Malmesbury, in instructing me to bring this fact before your Excellency’s 
consideration, refers to a report which | forwarded to his Lordship in February last, of a 
conversation which I had with your Excellency upon the subject of the Slave Trade, in 
which yon expressed a conviction that Mr. Crawford's statements as to the number of 
slaves introduced into Cuba were greatly exaggerated, for that, according to accounts 
received by Her Catholic Majesty’s Government from General Concha, their number had 
not latterly exceeded 5,000 annually. Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, 
however, observes, that it is useless for the Spanish authorities to deny the accuracy of 
Mr. Crawford’s statements, as they are corroborated by reports received by Her Majesty’s 
Government from other and totally independent sources. 

To show the extent of the Cuban Slave Trade, his Lordship says it is only necessary 
to mention that thirteen vessels were captured by British cruizers during the past year, 
on the West Coast of Africa, either with slaves on board, or equipped for Slave Traffic, 
while the following vessels were reported by Commodore Wyse to have escaped with full 
cargoes of slaves destined for the Cuban market:—The ‘‘ Merchant,” “ Telegraph,” 
“Putman,” “ William Montague,” “Blooming Youth,” ‘“ Trovador,” ‘ Charlotte,” 
“Ellen,” and “ Venus.” And besides the vessels above enumerated, other vessels, whose 
names are not given, are known to have escaped with cargoes of slaves destined for 
Cuba. 

Mr. Consul-General Crawford also gives the names of the following vessels as 
having landed cargoes of slaves in Cuba:—The “Nancy,” “Peruana,” “ Iberia,” 
“ Haidee,? ** E. A. Rawlings,” and ‘“E, A. Chase.” And as it is known that these 
vessels were at one time on the African coast, and destined for Slave Traffic, there 
can be little doubt that Mr. Crawford is correct in stating that they landed their 
cargoes in Cuba. 

The advices, moreover, received by Her Majesty’s Government tend to show that 
preparations are making for carrying on the Slave Trade on a still more extended scale 
during the present year. Besides the vessels mentioned above as having been reported 
by Mr. Crawford on the 2nd of March last, as being intended for employment in the 
Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government lave received information that fifteen other 
vessels have either sailed, or are about to sail, from American and Cuban ports, destined 
to be employed in that Traffic. 

Amongst other vessels, also, which have this year arrived in the West Indies witb 
slaves on board, the “ Majestic,” lately stranded on the coast of Puerto Rico, must be 
mentioned ; and there is the best authority for stating that this vessel, which is capable 
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of carrying upwards of of 1,000 negroes, had previously landed several cargoes on the 
Cuban coast. 

Her Majesty’s Government cannot, therefore, admit there are any grounds to 
call in question the truth of the reports which they have received as to the present 
frightful extent to which slave-trading is carried on between the coast of Africa and 
the Island of Cuba; and I am to state to your Excellency that unless some effective 
steps are taken by the Spanish authorities to fulfil the solemn obligation into which 
Her Catholic Majesty’s Govetument have entered, to put a stop to the Cuban Slave 
Trade by means which they undoubtedly have at their command, the Government of the 
Queen my Sovereign cannot but foresee that those friendly relations which it is the 
earnest desire of Her Majesty’s Government to maintain with the Government of Her 
Catholic Majesty may be most seriously impaired. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 








No. 392. 


Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 3.) 
(No. 11.) 


Sir, Madrid, May 28, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy and translation of a letter from 
the Minister of Finance to the Director-General of Customs, which has been published 
in the “ Gazette,” acquainting him with a Royal Order, that the Xth Article of the 
Treaty between Great Britain and Spain for the suppression of the Slave Trade shall 
be included in the Customs’ Regulations now in force in the Peninsula, in order that 
vessels proceeding to the West Coast of Africa for palm oil may not, through ignorance, 
have difficulties in satisfying Her Majesty’s cruizers upon the coast as to their being 
engaged in legal pursuits. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





Inclosure in No. 392. 


The Minister of Finance to the Director-General of Customs. 
(Translation.) 


Most Illustrious Sir, Madrid, April 13, 1859. 


THE Queen (whom God preserve) having been acquainted with a communication 
from the Department of Itate, in which it is stated, with reference to the Spanish 
Consul in Sierra Leone, that the Spanish polacre “Joven Jacinta,” from Tarragona, 
had presented herself in that port, with fifty unmade-up casks for loadin palm oil, but 
without the document referred to in the Xth Article of the Treaty solemnized with 
England on the 28th of June, 1835, her Captain, Don Simon Alcina, having stated that 
he was not aware that it was necessary, in order to prevent any difficulty with the 
- eruizers charged with the repression of the Slave Trade, Her Majesty has been pleased 

to command, in accordance with your proposal, and in order that ignorance may never 
henceforth be alleged, that the Xth Article of the said Treaty shall be included in the 
Customs’ Regulations now‘in force, in the section of “Exportation to Spanish Possessions”; 
and that a reply shall be made to the Department of Itate, informing it of this Royal 
Order, as well as that a copy of the said Article has been circulated to the Custom-houses 
of the Peninsula through your Direction-General, charging them to bear it in mind, and 
to fulfilgand cause to be fulfilled, by the commercial community, the orders therein 
contained. 

Which I mention to you by Royal Order, for your information and guidance. 

May God preserve you, &c. 

(Signed) SALAVERRIA. 





296 : SPAIN. 


No. 393. 
; The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 10.) 
Sir Foreign Office, June 7, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 22nd ultimo, I transmit, for your 
information, copies of a further despatch and its inclosures, from Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Puerto Rico,® relating to the case of the stranded slave-vessel “ Majestic.” 


T am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 394. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 10, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 of the 13th ultimo, instructing you to 
make known to the Spanish Government the decease of M. Joaquin de Zugasti, Her 
Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone, I regret to 
have to inform you that, by the packet which arrived this day with the African mails, 
Leave received intelligence of the death of M. de Sanquirico, the Spanish Vice-Consul 
and Her Catholic Majesty’s Acting Judge in the said Court. 

I hhave to instruct you to communicate to the Spanish Government the intelligence 
of this melancholy event, which leaves her Catholic Majesty without a representative in 
the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBOURY. 





No. 395. 


Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 12.) 
(No. 12.) | 


My Lord, Madrid, June 3, 1859. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive vour Lordship’s despatch No. 9 of the 22nd 
ultimo, transmitting to me copies of a further correspondence between Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Puerto Rico and the Captain-General of that island, respecting the abduc- 
tion of a portion of the negroes landed from the stranded slaver “ Majestic” or 
“« Majesté,” and I have the hononr to inclose herewith the copy of a note which I have 
addressed to Sefior'Calderon Collantes, communicating to his Excellency Mr. Hunt’s 
observations upon this subject. 

I have, &c. 
| (Signed) © ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





Inclosure in No. 395. 


Mr. Buchanan to Seftor Collantes. 


Bir, . Madrid, June 8, 1859. 
WITH reference to my note to your Excellency of the 21st ultimo, relative ‘to the 
abduction by certain parties in Puerto Rico of a portion of the negroes who formed 
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the cargo of the slaver “ Majestic” or “ Majestd,” lately stranded upon that island, I 


have the honour to inclose herewith, for your Excellency’s information, 3 of a 
further correspondence which has taken place between the Captain-G of the 


island and the Consul of the Queen my Sovereign upon this subject. 

Mr. Hunt,states to Her Majesty’s Government, in forwarding the inclosures, that 
the abduction and dispersion of a large body of negroes, where the of the 
“‘ Majestic” was landed, would have been impossible without the knowledge and 
connivance of the authorities; and it may be inferred that that the Captain-General 
entertains a similar opinion, from his Excellency, after receiving Mr. Hunt's note, 
having placed the Captain of the port and the Alcalde of Humacao under arrest, to take 
their trial at the capital of the colony for complicity in the abduction and disposal of 
the missing ni P 

His Excellency appears also to have assured Mr. Hunt that he would cause any 
estates to be searched on which there was reasonable ground for suspecting that negroes 
were concealed. 

Your Excellency will, however, I feel assured, be of opinion that the case is one 
which calls for the most energetic measures on the part of General Cotoner, not only 
because free men in the charge of Her Catholic Majesty’s officers have been kidnapped 
into slavery, but more especially with a view to the future, for if the negroes are not 
recovered, and if such transactions are left unpunished, the Island of Puerto Rico, 
which has hitherto afforded no encouragement to the slave-trader, will undoubtedly 
become a new market for his inhuman and demoralizing Traffic; and the African Slave 
Trade, instead of being extirpated in the Island of Cuba, will be extended to another 
Spanish colony. 

T avail, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 








No. 396. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 12.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 16, 1859. 

WITH reference to Lord Clarendon’s despatch to Lord Howden, No. 30 of the 
11th December, 1856, I now inclose to you, for your information, the accompanying 
copes of a correspondence which has passed between Her Catholic mg ee Legation 
in London and this office respecting the claims put forward by Messrs. Vidal and Rivas, 
the owners of the Spanish vessel ‘‘ Fernando Po” for compensation on account of the 
wreck of that vessel in the harbour of Sierra Leone, after she had been acquitted of a 
charge preferred against her of being equipped for the Slave Trade. 

| ; I am, &c. 

(Signed) | MALMESBURY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 396. 


Seftor Conte to the Earl of Malmesbury. 
(Translation.) 
My Lord, Spanish Legation, London, April 9, 1858. 

THE Government of Her Majesty the Queen my august Sovereign commands 
me to address your Excellency, asking for an indemnification in favour of Messrs. Vidal 
and Rivas, Spanish subjects, owners of the corvette the “Fernando Po,” lost at 
Sierra Leone. 

Her Majesty’s Legation in this city solicited this indemnification before, but Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government was of opinion that it could not be acceded to as ,it 
was exhibited. The letter of the Treaty gives no right to the owners of a ship detained 
to claim reparation, when her capture is justified, and Her Britannic macy | 
Government goes upon this principle in rejecting the claim of Messrs. Vidal and Rivas. 

But that which Her Catholic Majesty’s Government asks for in favour of these 
Spaniards is not precisely a reparation for damages occasioned to the corvette 
“ Fernando Po” by the detention she suffered. The Games i question are independent 
of those injuries. After the fact of the capture, an of the one Sierra 
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a ‘aaa occurred more serious in its results and in itself; that is to say, the loss 
of the ship. 

This’ accident has nothing to do with the losses and damages of the capture and 
detention referred to in Article XI of the Treaty of 1835; it is a fact tantamount to the 
burning of the ship, or to her destruction by violence, or to any other mishap distinct 
and independent of the capture, and not a necessary result thereof, nor the consequence 
of a fortuitous accident. The Treaty cannot provide for it, and, in fact, the éivclations 
of that Article are not applicable thereto. \ 

Justice demands that he who caused this misfortune is responsible for it ; and as it 
is shown by the statement of shipwreck that it was due to the neglect of the English 
officials to whom the care of the ship was entrusted, it is evident that it belongs to 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, who can require the responsibility of those officials, 
to indemnify the owners. 

The Mixed Court of Sierra Leone, on information of this unfortunate event, decreed 
tat the question to which it gave rise should be left to the determination of the 

sovernments of England and Spain. The resolution of that Court, copy of which 
» have the honour to forward to your Excellency, proves that the Judges considered 
insufficient the indemnification of 25]. sterling, which they had decreed in their former 
sentence, in conformity with the provisions of the Treaty, and that they were of opinion 
that the affair, by the especial character it has assumed in consequence of the 
circumstances that had occurred in it, ought to be settled equitably. For such motive, 
they abstained from taking cognizance of a case which could not be decided in 
accordance with the Treaty, and they left it to the decision of the two Governments, in 
order that they should decide it in conformity with the laws of universal justice. 

Her Catholic Majesty’s Government hopes, then, that Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Government will not disregard this question, but that, on the contrary, looking at it 
with due impartiality, it will give another proof of the spirit of justice by which it is 
actuated, in agreeing to grant to Messrs. Vidal and Rivas the indemnification they 
ask for. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) AUGUSTO CONTE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 396. 
Extract from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone. 


IN the case of the Spanish barque “ Fernundo Po,” Thomas Torrens, Master. 

With reference to that part of the Decree of Court, in the case of the restored 
Spanish barque “Fernando Po,” stating that the expense of refitting her for sea, as she 
was at the time of detention, should be divided between the captors and claimant, which 
refitment was ascertained by an authorized Surveyor of the Court to amount to the sum 
of 251., it is now determined by the Judges of the said Court, that as the “Fernando Po” 
has subsequently become a wreck, and cannot therefore be refitted, this matter should be 
left for the decision of the two Governments of England and Spain. 

(Signed) T. C. WESTON. 
CHEV. GUILLEMAR D’ARAGON. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 396. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Seftor Conte. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 17, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I referred to the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty's Treasury your letter of the 9th of April last, renewing, by direction of 
your Government, a claim made on a former occasion by Her Catholic Majesty’s Legation 
at this Court, for compensation for the owners of the Spanish barque “ Fernando Po,” 
which’ was detained by a British cruizer on the African coast on a charge of being 
equi for the Slave e, and having been acquitted of that charge by a decision of 
pad inet British and Spanish Commission at Sierra Leone, was subsequently wrecked in 
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It appears from your letter that this renewed request is founded on the assumption 
that the barque “ Fernando Po,” when she was wrecke , was at the time in the possession 
of the British authorities, and that it was in consequence of the neglect of the 
officers who were in charge of her that she suffered the injuries which caused her 
destruction. 

But I beg leave to acquaint you that it has been represented to me by the Board of 
Treasury, that you are in error in supposing that the “ Fernando Po” was in the hands of 
the British authorities when she was wrecked, the fact bein: , that after that vessel had 
been given up to her own master and crew, she was beached by them in one of the bays 
of the port, and there grounded on a rock, and received so much injury that she was 
condemned as unseaworthy. 

Such being the facts of the case, I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment would not feel themselves called upon to make any compensation to the owners of 
the “ Fernando Po” for a loss which would appear to have been caused by the acts of 
their own servants. 

I am, &c. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


—_—_err OO 


Inclosure 4 in No. 396. 


M. de Isturis to the Earl of Malmesbury. 
(Translation). 
My Lord, Spanish Legation, London, November 24, 1858. 

THE reply which your Excellency was pleased to return to the note of Seiior Conte, 
dated the 9th of April, relative to the indemnification claimed by the owners of the 
corvette “ Fernando Po,” was made known in due time to the Government of my august 
Sovereign, 

That reply merely stated that Her Majesty’s Legation was mistaken in asserting 
that the “Fernando Po” was in possession of the British authorities when she was 
wrecked, and that the truth was that, after the ship was given up to the owner and crew, 
they left her exposed to the waves on one of the shoals of the harbour, and there she 
settled down on a rock, and was so much damaged that she was condemned as unable to 

‘0 to sea. 

‘ But Seiior Conte did not say that the corvette “Fernando Po” was in possession of 
the British authorities when the shipwreck took place. His words in his note of the 
9th April, to which your Excellency refers in your communication of the i2th of 
September, were as follows :—“ It is shown in the statement of the shipwreck that this 
was caused by the carelessness of the English officers, to whom the guard of the vessel 
was entrusted.” He did not mean by this that the ship was in the possession of the 
English at the moment of the wreck. What he meant was, that the English had 
kept her until that moment, and this circumstance is the basis on which our claim is 
founded, 

And, in fact, if the vessel had been in the possession of the English officers at the 
moment of the wreck, there would have been no need to put forward a claim. Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government would not have required the Government of Her 
Catholic Majesty’s to solicit a reimbursement. The reimbursement wonld have 
been so necessary a consequence of the facts that the British authorities themselves 
would have hastened to furnish it. There being no doubt about the fact, there would 
not have been a doubt about their responsibility. 

In regard to the case before us, the circumstance which gives rise to the claim, 
and calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to bring forward the proofs which it does 
bring forward, is, that the ship was wrecked because the English officers who had been 
left in charge of her had been so careless that the vessel remained in a condition unfit 
to resist the action of the sea and the waves. This is the fact which the Government of 
His Catholic Majesty had to prove, and has already proved by documents which are in 
the hands of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty. 

Her Majesty’s Legation hastened to transmit them to your Excellency’s prede- 
cessor, inclosed with the first appeal which it considered right to make to him upon 
this business, on the 5th of August, 1856. It is shown by them that after long and 
bitter Bos: pos between the Mixed Court and the Officers of the Royal English Navy, 
the v remained in the exclusive possession of the latter; it is shown that during 
the three months which the detention of the vessel lasted, those same rg were thc 
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only persons who guarded her; it is shown that it was by the carelessness of those 
officers that the provisions were damaged, and the hull and spars of the vessel injured to 
such # degree that she was not fit to go to sea. The accompanying copies, duplicates of 
those that were transmitted in 1856 to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, will be 
sufficient to convince your Excellency of the truth of these statements. 

In view of all this, it is not possible that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty 
should refrain from now urging the claim it has already put forward. It is, then, by its 
command, that I now address your Excellency, calling on you to consider again, with 
due attention, this lamentable affair. 

The question is one of a claim founded in equity. A Spanish vessel was captured 
by English officers and carried to Sierra Leone. A long contest was raised there between 
the captors and the Mixed Court upon the question of who should be her keepers 
during the trial. It was adjudicated that the possession should be in the hands of the 
capturing officers; that is to say, of one of the two parties interested. Those officers 
allowed the provisions to rot, the rigging to be lost, the sides and the deck to be 
damaged ; they never moved the vessel; they never raised or changed the anchors. In 
the meantime the Court pronounced sentence, and the corvette was acquitted of all 
blame ; but this sentence of acquittal was of no use. The English officers gave the 
vessel up to her owners, but they gave her in such a state, that, not being able to resist 
the beating of the sea, she was wrecked immediately on the coast. 

These are the facts: this it is which gives rise to the claim of Her Catholic 
Majesty’s Government. The Mixed Court of Sierra Leone, in passing sentence, 
considered that this circumstance should be submitted to the equity of the two Govern- 
ments, and this sentence implics in itself the admission of the fact that the vessel was 
lost by the fault or the carelessness of the English officers entrusted to keep her ; for it 
is indubitable, that if she had been injured by the want of care of the Spanish crew, 
there would have been no cause for this discussion between the Judges, and they would 
not have turned their attention to it for a moment; the owner of the corvette would be 
the loser by the damages and injuries which the abandonment, the carelessness, or the 
guilt of his servants, had caused to him, and, consequently, they would have had nothing 
to leave to the decision of the two Governments, because this circumstance would have 
been a private matter completely foreign to their intervention. Good faith and a right 
judgment are sufficient to infer this deduction from the sentence pronounced by the 
Court of Sierra Leone. To this document, already transmitted previously to Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, I call very particularly your Excellency’s attention. If 
your Excellency considers it with full oo gage if you consider also the documents, 
a duplicate of which I have the honour to inclose, and particulurly the one marked 
No. 3, where the damages caused to the ship by the carelessness of the English officers 
are proved, I venture to hope that your Excellency will acknowledge the justice with 
which the Government of my august Sovereign claims an equitable indemnification in 
favour of Vidal and Rivas. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) XAVIER E ISTURIZ. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 396. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to M. de Isturis. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1859. 

ON the 15th of December last, I had the honour to inform you that I had referred 
to the proper department the note which es addressed to me on the 24th of the previous 
month, containing a further statement of the grounds on which Her Catholic Majesty’s 
Government claimed compensation for the owners of the Spanish barque “ Fer- 
nando Po.” 

The circumstances of this case have again been seal | censidered, and I shall 
now peooeed to explain the decision by which Her Majesty’s Government feel that they 
must abide. 

In the note which I had the honour to address to Sefior Conte-on the 17th of June 
last, in reply to his note of the 9th of April, 1858, I stated that it appeared from his com- 
munication, that the renewed request for compensation for the owners of the “ Fernando 
Po” was founded on the assumption that the “ Fernando Po” when she was wrecked, was 
at the time in the possession of the British authorities, and that it was further assumed 
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that it was in consequence of the neglect of the officers who were in charge of her that 
she suffered the injuries which ca her destruction ; and I proceeded then to state that 
Sefior Conte was in error in supposing that the “ Fernando Po” was in the hands of the — 
British authorities when she was wrecked, the fact being, that after that vessel had been 
iven up to her own master and crew, she was beached by them in one of the bays of 
e harbour, and there grounded on a rock, where she received so much injury that 
she was condemned as unseaworthy. 

But in your note of the 24th of November, you observe, that Sefior Conte did not sa 
that the ‘Fernando Po” was in possession of ri British authorities when she wrecked, 
that the words in his note of the 9th of April was as follows:—“It is shown in the 
statement of the shipwreck that it was caused by the carelessness of the English 
Officers to whom the guard of the vessel was entrusted.” That he did not mean by 
this that the ship was in the possession of the English at the moment of the wreck ; 
that what he meant was, that the English had kept her until that moment, and that 
this circumstance is the basis on which the claim is founded. 

You then proceed to explain that the circumstance which gives rise to this 
claim is the fact, that the wreck of the ship was occasioned by the carelessness of the 
English officers who had been left in charge of her, and that it was owing to them that 
the provisions were damaged, and the hull and spars of the vessel injured, to such an 
extent that she was not fit to go to sea. You further state that the officers in charge of 
the “Fernando Po” never moved the vessel, that they never raised or changed the 
anchors, and that when the Court pronounced sentence, and acquitted the vessel, the 
sentence of acquittal was of no use, for the English officers gave the vessel up to her 
owners in such a state, that not being able to resist the action of the sea, she was 
immediately wrecked on the coast. You add, that this view of the case is supported by 
the sentence of the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, to which you call particular 
attention, and which, in your opinion, implies an admission of the alleged facts, 
and justifies the reference suggested by the Court, to the equity of the two 
Governments. 

You, therefore, argue that it is is undoubted that if the “Fernando Po” had ~ 
been injured by the want of care of the Spanish crew, there would have been no 
call for the discussion between the Judges ; that the owner of the vessel would have been 
the !oser by the damages and injuries which that neglect, the carelessness, or the guilt, of 
his servant had caused, and that, consequently, nothing would have been left for the 
decision of the two Governments. 

But the Report of the officers appointed by the Mixed Court at Sierra Leone 
to survey the ‘‘ Fernando Po,” at the time when she was given up to the Spanish Master 
and crew, forbids the assumption that the subsequent loss of that vessel could have 
been in any way owing to the carelessness or neglect of the British Officers, for it is 
satisfactorily established’ by the Report of the Officer appointed by the Mixed Court to 
survey the ‘‘ Fernando Po,” that, after three months’ detention, the vessel being at the 
time more than twenty years old, the sum of 25/. was all that was required to place the 
“Fernando Po” in as good a condition to proceed to sea as she was when she first 
arrived at Sierra Leone. 

It is important to observe that this Report, of which the following is a copy, was 
approved by both the British and Spanish Judges :— 


“ Sir, “ Sierra Leone, November 2, 1855. _ 
«‘ Agreeable to instructions received from you yesterday by order of the Honourable 
the Judges of the Court of Mixed Commission, I this day repaired on board the restored 
Spanish barque ‘ Fernando Po,’ taking with me a practical man, and, in the presence of 
. Tapril, the officer late in charge of said barque, minutely examined her below and 
aloft, and do conscientiously believe that the sum of 25/. sterling will place the said 
barque in as good a condition to proceed to sea as when she arrived here. 
“T have, &c. 
(Signed) “J. E. Taytor. 


“ Approved, and an addition of two guineas to the Surveyor. 
(Sigued) “ T. C. Wzston. 
‘“* A, DE GuILLEMAR DE ARAGON.” 


Moreover, the sentence of the Mixed Court at Sierra Leone cannot be held to imply 
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an admission that the “ Fernando Po” was lost by the fault or carelessness of the 
English officers, because the wreck did not occur until eleven days after the sentence. 

In alluding to the sentence, however, as bearing out your view of the case, you 
probably meant to refer to a Minute of the Mixed Court which was passed subsequently 
to the wreck of the “ Fernando Po.” ' 

The following is a copy of the Minute in question :— 


“ British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice. 

“Tn the case of the — barque ‘ Fernando Po,’ Tomas Torrens, Master. 

“ With reference to that of the Decree of Court in the case of the restored 
Spanish barque ‘ Fernando Po,’ stating that the expense of refitting her for sea as she 
was at the time of detention should be divided between the captors and claimant, which 
refitment was ascertained by an authorized surveyor of the Court to amount to the sum 
of 251., it is now determined by the Judges of the said Court that, as the ‘ Fer- 
nando Po’ has subsequently become a wreck, and cannot therefore be refitted, this 
matter should be left to the decision of the two Governments of England and Spain. 

(Signed) «“T. C. Wxston. 
“ A. pe Gur~Lemar DE ARAGON.” 


This Minute, however, had reference only to the disposal of the above-mentioned 
sum of 25/., which had been awarded by the decision of the Court for refitting the 
“‘ Fernando Po,” and which could not be applied to that purpose when the vessel was 
wrecked. It had nothing whatever to do with the general question of the loss of the 
vessel, and when subsequently one moiety of the 25/., and one moiety of the 2I. 2s., 
the Surveyor’s fee, amounting together to 18/. 11s., the proportion payable by the 
captors, was paid at Sierra Leone to the agents of the Spanish owner, and was included 
in an account forwarded by the Marshal of the Court and paid by Her Majesty’s 
Government nothing was left to be decided by the two Governments, and neither the 
Spanish owners nor the Spanish Government had any further claim against the British 
captors. 

I have in conclusion to observe, that there can be no question of the fact of the 
“ Fernand» Po” having been in the sole charge and possession of her Spanish master 
and crew at the time when she was wrecked, the sentence of the Court releasing the 
vessel having been pronounced on the 20th of October, 1855, and the vessel having been 
given up to her master on the same day, whilst the wreck of the “ Fernando Po” did 
not take place till the night of the 10th of November, when she had been eleven days 
in the hands of her Spanish crew. 

The wreck, moreover, was caused, not by the action of the wind or the waves, which 
the “ Fernando Po,” owing to the assumed dilapidation of her hull or spars, was unable to 
withstand, but by the act of the parties at the time in possession of her, who, for the 

urpose of cleaning her bottom, beached her in one of the bays otf the port of Sierra 
Sasne, where she grounded on a rock, and, being an old vessel, received so much injury 
that she was subsequently condemned as unseaworthy. 

The immediate cause of the loss of the ‘ Fernando Po” was, therefore, the want of 
judgment or carelessness on the part of the master and crew in beaching the vessel 
in an improper place, and, however much Her Majesty’s Government may regret her 
owner’s loss, they can only signify their entire concurrence in the position laid down by 
you in your note of the 24th of November, that the owner of the corvette must alone 
be the loser by the damages and injuries which the neglect, the carelessness, or the guilt, 
of his servants has been shown to have caused. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 17, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT 4erewith, for your information, copies of despatches, as marked in 
the margin from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, relative to the Cuban 
Slave Trade.® 





Tam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No, 398. 
Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 22. 
(No. 248.) a ) 
My Lord, Madrid, June 17, 1859. 


WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 11 of the 10th instant, I have the 
honour to inclose herewith the copy of a note which I have addressed to M. Coelderon 
Collantes, conveying to his Excellency the intelligence which had been received by Her 
Majesty’s Government of the death of M. de Sanquirico, Spanish Vice-Consul and Her 
Catholic Majesty’s Acting Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone. 

I understand that Her Catholic Majesty's Government had been already made 
acquainted with this melancholy event, and had consequently appointed a successor to 
M. de Sanquirico. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





s 
Inclosure in No. 398. 
Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes. 


Sir, Madrid, June 16, 1859. 
WITH reference to the note which I had the honour of addressing to your 
Excellency on the 21st ultimo, reporting the decease of M. Joaquin de Zugasti, 
Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra J.eone, it is now 
my painful duty to inform your Excellency, in conformity with instructions which I have 
received from the Earl of Malmesbury, that the packet which arrived in Great Britain 
on the 10th instant with the African mails brought intelligence of the death of M. de 
Sanquirico, the Spanish Vice-Consul, and Her Catholic Majesty's Acting Judge in the 
above-mentioned Court. 
, In acquainting your Excellency with this melancholy event, which leaves Her 
Catholic Majesty without a Representative in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra 


Leone, I avail, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





No. 399. 


Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 2.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Madrid, June 25, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 13 of the 17th instant, on the subject of the 
decease of M. Sanquirico, late Spanish Vice-Consul ut Sierra Leone, I have the honour 
to inclose herewith the copy and translation of a note which I have received from Sefior 
Calderon Collantes, informing me that Don Manuel de Zea Bermudez, who has been 
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appointed to succeed him, will proceed shortly to his post, and act as Consul-General 
until a successor is named to the late Sefior Zugasti. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





Inclosure in No. 899. 


Sefior Collantes to Mr. Buchanan. 

(Translation.) 
Sir, Aranjuez, June 21, 1859. 

IN reply to the note which you had the goodness to address to me on the 16th 
instant, acquainting me with the decease of Don Teodoro Sanquirico, Vice-Consul of 
Spain at Sierra Leone, I have the honour to inform you that Her Majesty the Queen has 
been pleased to name, in succession to that officer, Don Manuel de Zea Bermudez, who 
will shortly start for his post, in order to take charge of the Consulate-General until the 
arrival of the person nominated to fill the latter appointment. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) SATURNINO CALDERON COLLANTES. 





No. 400. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 14.) 


Sir,. Foreign Office, July 31, 1859. 

WITH reference to Lord Malmesbury’s despatch No. 10 of the 7th ultimo, I transmit, 
for your information, copies of two further despatches from Mr. Lennon Hunt, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Puerto Rico,* by which you mils erceive that there can be little doubt 
but that seventy-six of the negroes who were recently landed at Humacao from the slaver 
“ Majestic” have been embarked at that port for Cuba on board the Spanish schooner 
“ Terrible.” 

I have to instruct you to bring the facts of this case, as reported in Mr. Hunt’s 
despatches, to the notice of the Spanish Government, and you will request the Spanish 
Minister to inform you what steps have been taken by Her Catholic Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, or what measures they propose to adopt for the punishment as well of the persons 
engaged in the abduction of these negroes as of the authorities at Humacao, without 
whose connivance it would have been impossible that they could have been kidnapped in 
the first instance or subsequently embarked for Cuba. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 401. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 15.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 11, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith for your information, copies of despatches as marked in 
the margin,? which I have received from Her Majesty's Acting Consul-General in Ouba, 
and from the Acting British Judge in the Mixed Commission Court established in that 
island, on matters relating to the Cuban Slave Trade. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





® Nos. 521 and 622. + Nos 454, 455, and 456; and Class A, No. 76. 
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Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 

(No. 16.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 20, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a Spa, we which has recently 

d between Mr. Hutchinson, Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po, and Don Carlos 

hacon, the Governor of that island,* by which F hee will perceive the circumstances 

under which, on the application of Her Majesty’s Consul, the Spanish Governor placed 
at his disposal Her Catholic Majesty’s steamer ‘Santa Teresa,” for the sag on of 
couveying him to Lagos. The opportune arrival of two of Her as ay ships at 
Fernando Po rendered it unnecessary, however, that Mr. Hutchinson should avail 
himself of the use of the Spanish steamer, but I have, nevertheless, to instruct you to 
convey to the Spanish Government the acknowledgment of Her Majesty’s Government 
for the courtesy of the Spanish Governor in so promptly acceding to Mr. Hutchinson’s 
request. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 403. 


Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 30.) 
(No. 16.) 


My Lord, San Ildefonso, August 24, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith for your Lordship’s information the copy 
and translation of a Royal Order, addressed to the Governor of Fernando Po, instructing 
him, on the ground that all men are free in countries where slavery is not acknowledged, 
not to deliver up, as claimed by the Governor of the Portuguese possessions of Santo 
Tomé and the Prince, certain negro slaves who had escaped from thence, and taken 
refuge in the island. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


Inclosure in No. 403. 
Royal Order. 


WITH reference to your communication of the 20th of June last, giving account of a 
request made by the Governor of the Portuguese possessions of Santo’ Tomé and the 
Prince, that certain refuge slaves, belonging to various merchants of those possessions, 
- have sought an asylum in the Island of Fernando Po, should be delivered up 
to him: 

Considering that the title of a property in a slave can only be valid in those coun- 
tries in which the laws recognize the existence of slavery ; 

Considering that in all countries where slavery is not admitted, all men of whatso- 
ever class, or whensoever they come, are necessarily reputed as free ; 

Considering that as the validity of the title which serves as the foundation of this 
request is not recognized, the request cannot be taken into consideration ; 

Considering, finally, that in Fernando Po and its dependencies the existence of slavery 
is not admitted nor recognized in any manner whatever, Her Majesty the Queen has been 
pleased to dispose that you shall in no case whatsoever accede to claims of the nature of 
that put forward by the Governor of the Portuguese Islands of Santo Tomé and the 
Prince. 

Which, by Royal Order, I communicate to you for your information and guidance. 

God preserve, &c. 


(Signed) O’DONNELL. 
San Ildefonso, August 18, 1859. 





* Inclosures in No. 111. 
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Neo. 404. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 17.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1859, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 14 of the 31st of July last, I transmit to you 
herewith, for your information, copies of despatches from Mr. Hunt, Her Majesty's 
Consul at Puerto Rico,* containing information respecting the fate of the negroes landed 
from the “ Majestic,” who were seized by the authorities at Humacao, reporting the 
steps taken by General Cotoner to apprehend the persons engaged in transporting a 
portion of those negroes to Cuba on board the Spanish steamer “ Terrible,” and detailing 
the circumstances of the capture of that vessel, together with her crew. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 4065. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 18.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from 
the British Acting Consul-General at the Havana,t inclosing copies of a correspond- 
ence which he has had with the Captain-General of Cuba relative to the landing of a 
cargo of slaves at Sugua. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 406. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 

(No. 19.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 15 of the 11th ultimo, I inclose for your 
information the accompanying copy of a despatch from Mr. John Crawford, the British 
Acting Consul-General at the Havana,t containing information respecting the movements 
of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in the ae Trade. 

am, &c. 
\(Signed) | J. RUSSELL. 





No. 407. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 20.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 26, 1859. 
M. ISTURIZ called at this office a few days ago, and stated that he was desired 

by his Government to declare, with reference to the complaints of Commodore Wise, 

that slavery existed at Fernando Po, that the Spanish Government had not only given 


positive orders against it, but had also enjoined that if any person should be landed in 
the island in a state of slavery, he should be set at liberty. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Nos. 524, 525, and 526. ¢ No. 461. t No. 462. 
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Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 21.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 27, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Hutchinson, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Fetnarido Po,* inclosing copy of a letter which he has addressed to 
the Governor of that islarid, expressing his thatiks for the assistance recently afforded to 
British interests in the Cameroons river by the Spanish war-steamer “Santa Teresa,” 
arid I have to instruct you to convey to the Spanish Government the acknowledgments 
of Her Majesty’s Government for the services rendered on this occasion. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 409. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 22.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter and of its 
inclosures, from the Admiralty,+ reporting the capture, by Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Pluto,” 
of a brig, supposed to be the Spanish brig “ Esperanza,” which vessel being found to be 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade has been sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 410. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 23.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Captain 


Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar. to the Secretary to the Government at 
Bombay, relative to the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 411. 


Mr. Buchanan to Lord J, Russell.—(Received October 22.) 
(No. 18.) 


My Lord, Madrid, October 13, 1859. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 21 of the 26th ultimo, on the 
subject of the assistance afforded by the Governor of Fernando Po and the Commanding 
Officer of Her Catholic Majesty’s steamer “Santa Teresa,” to Her Majesty’s Consul for 
that island, in protecting British interests during a late conflict between two native 
Chiefs in the Camaroons river, I have the honour to inclose herewith the copy of a 
note which I have addressed to M. Calderon Coliantes, acknowledging the services 
rendered on the above-mentioned occasion. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





* No. 126. ¢ Class A,-No. 363. 
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Inclosure in No. 411. 
Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes. 


Sir, Madrid, October 1, 1859. 
HER. Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po having reported to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment the assistance rendered to him by Commandant Don Ignacio Tudela, by order of 
his Excellency the Governor of that island, in protecting British interests , Recor the 
late conflict between two native Chiefs in the Cameroons river, I have been instructed 
by the Principal Secretary of State of the Queen my Sovereign to convey to Her 
atholic Majesty’s Government, through your Excellency, the acknowledgment of Her 
Majesty’s Government for the services rendered by Her Catholic Majesty’s Officers on 

this occasion. 
I avail, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 








No. 412. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan, 
(No. 24.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 28, 1859. 
SINCE writing my despatch of the 20th instant, I have received a further commu- 
nication from Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar,* reporting the shipment of 1,200 
slaves from the neighbourhood of the Portuguese settlement of Ibo for the Cuban 
market. I think it right that you should be made acquainted with these shipments of 
slaves from the Eastern Coast of Africa for Cuba, as they tend to show the extent to 
which the Slave Trade is carried on in that island. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 413. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 265.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 1, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of despatches from Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at the Havana, respecting the continued importation of slaves into 
Cuba. 

I have to instruct you to represent to the Spanish Government the several cases 
specified by Mr. Crawford, and you will say that in regard to such matters the Spanish 
Government appears entirely to overlook the obligations by which it is bound towards 
this country. 

It is notorious that the slave-dealers bribe the local authorities in Cuba, and it is 
scarcely too much to assume that, in all probability, every Civil Officer in Cuba, from 
the highest to the lowest, is making a fortune out of the misery and degradation of his 
fellow men. 

The Spanish Government, although it has received a large sum of money from 
Great Britain as the price of its consent to abolish the Slave Trade, is the only Govern- 
ment which openly and notoriously favours that trade, by the countenance of which it 
affords to its colonial authorities, and the facility it suffers them to enjoy for carrying on 

heir malpractices with impunity. 

You will read this despatch to Sefior Collantes. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








* No. 292. t Nos. 465 and 466. 
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Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(@xy 0. 26.) ° 
Sir, Foreign Qjfice, November 8, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 25 of the 1st instant, I inclose, for your 
information, a copy of a further despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the 
Havuna,* containing information relative to the Cuban Slave Trade. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


P.S.—I also inclose an extract of a letter from Commodore Wise, which has been 
communicated to me by the Admiralty,+ reporting the capture of several slave-vessels 
by Her Majesty’s cruizers on the African coast, and containing information which tends 
to show the extent to which the Cuban Slave Trade is now carried on. 








No. 415. 


Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 9.) 
(No. 20.) 


My Lord, Madrid, November 30, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, the 
translation of a memorandum, which I have had drawn up in Spanish, from the inclosure 
in your Lordship’s despatch No. 25 of the Ist instant, which I placed in M. Calderon 
Collantes’ hand some days ago, after calling his Excellency’s attention to the more 
striking proofs which it affords of the extent to which slave-trading is now carried on 
between Cuba and the coasts of Africa. 1 also pointed out more particularly to his 
Excellency that Her Catholic Majesty’s Government were responsible for the impunity 
with which slave-trading vessels are fitted out in the ports of Cuba, in consequence of 
the Captain-General being of opinion that the Spanish penal law cannot be applied to 
them; and for the audacity with which such vessels, protected by papers obtained in 
Cuba, carry on their detestable traffic under the guns of Her Majesty’s cruizers; and I 
added, that until a remedy was applied to this evil, it would be impossible to expect 
that Her Majesty’s Government would give Her Catholic Majesty’s Government credit 
for deing everything in their power to suppress the trade. 

His Excellency replied, that, prima facie, it appeared to him that there could be no 
good reason for not causing the penal law to be enforced against all vessels frequenting 
the ports of Cuba, and he promised to read the memorandum and to give this part of 
the subject his serious attention. I then said that, having acquainted him with the facts 
which had lately come to the knowledge of Her Majesty’s Government, I must also, in 
obedience to my instructions, acquaint him with the impressions which they had made 
upon them; and, in conformity with your Lordship’s directions, I read to him your 
Lordship’s despatch above alluded to. 

M. Calderon Collantes endeavoured to defend the Spanish Government and the 
Captain-General of Cuba, but I said that, until some means were adopted to prevent the 
constant disembarkation of negroes on the island, and the facility with which “cedulas” 
were obtained for newly imported slaves, it could not, be doubted that the local civil 
authorities were in league with the slave-traders, and that until efficient measures were 
taken for the punishment of the guilty, Her Majesty’s Government would continue to 
consider that the Spanish Government sanctioned the daily violation of the obligations 
which Spain had contracted to Great Britain with respect to the abolition of the Slave 
Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





* No. 471. + Class A, No. 370. 


$i0 Spain. 


Inclosure in No. 415. 


Memorandum. 


THE proceedings of the British squadron on the Coast of Africa during the months 
of June, of and August, show the extent to which slaves are being chipped from 
thence to Cuba. 

Commodore Wise reports, on the 27th of August, thdt on the 13th of June, when 
in latitude 0° 50’ south, longitude 4° 30’ east, Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper” proceeded, 
under steam, to Anabon, passing that,island on the night of the 14th. On the following 
morning, she chased and captured a large brigantine without papers or colours, fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade, which, being considered unfit for along passage, was 
surveyed and burnt. 

the 15th of June, Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope” captured a barque ten miles 
north of Killongo, of about 250 tons burthen, and without name, colours, or papers. She 
was fully equipped to receive a cargo of slaves, and was sent to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication. This vessel was believed to have been once the American barque “ Antelope,” 
but upon capture she was represented to have been formerly the “ Amanda and Maria,” 
the joint property of Ximenes, Martinez, and Lafitte, a wealthy Havana firm connected 
with Paris and London, and of her Master, Antonio Huerta. 

She was consigned to Silva, and the money for the purchase of the slaves had been 
forwarded to the Congo, via Liverpool and London. 

On the morning of the 4th of July, Commodore Wise boarded, in Banda Point Bay, 
the celebrated American slaver “ Isla de Cuba,” but her papers being perfectly correct, 
even her coppers, plank, and provisions being entered in her manifest, he was obliged to 
leave her unmolested, 

On the 22nd of July, Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer” fell in with the slave schooner 
“ Stephen H. Townsend,” and, atter watching her movements, captured her on the 26th, 
her Master having destroyed her flag and papers. She was fully equipped for the Slave 
Trade, and was about to ship 500 slaves from Mayumba, where 1,000 were collected. 
From information received from this vessel, Mayumba has become a favourite shipping 
place, and slaves are shipped as far north as Cape Pibras. 

On the 9th August, her Majesty’s ship “ Archer” captured, off Banda Point, a 
vessel, which proved to be the American barque “Laura,” which cleared from New 
Orleans. She was fully fitted for the Trade, and was despatched, as a prize, to 
Vera Cruz. 

On the 17th August, when cruizing in the neighbourhood of Mayumba, the 
‘‘ Archer” chased and captured a topsail schooner, without papers or colours, fully 
equipped for the Trade, supposed to be the Spanish schooner “Juana,” which sailed 
from the Havana on the 20th of May last. As she was cut down to the water’s 
edge, during the chase, to increase her speed, she was considered unseaworthy, and 
burned. 

On the 30th July, Her Majesty’s ship “Triton” boarde& the American slave 
barque “ Ottawa,” was afterwards passed on the 2nd, when at anchor, by that ship 
running to the northward; and the Captain, having heard that the ‘ Ottawa” and 
“ Lillie Mills,” another slaver, had passed up the river, he followed, and overtook them 
at Porto de Leila, The papers of the “ Lillie Mills” were very irregular, and though 
there is little doubt she 'is Spanish property, she hoisted American colours. She landed 
her slave cargo the following day. 

On the morning ‘of the 11th, the ‘* Ottawa” weighed for Porto de Lenha, followed by 
the “Triton,” and anchored at a pari of the river where a cargo of slaves had been 
recently shipped in the “ Brownsville.” Being then closely watched, the “ Ottawa” left 
the river, and proceeded seaward, and 700 slaves, ready for shipment, near where she 
had anchored, were despatched inland. It was supposed the “ Ottawa” would try 
Ambrizette or Moanda. . 

On the 1th July, Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto” chased and captured, off Cabinda 
Bay, a brig without colours or papers, fully fitted for the Trade, said to have heen once 
the Spanish vessel “ Esperanza.” She was sent to St. Helena for adjudication. . 

Commodore Wise further states that, in the last eight months, twelve certain 
shipments had occurred, while six more are almost certainly known to have taken place, 
and he had received information of no less than twenty slavers, exclusive of those 
captured or escaped, which had left for the coast within the last five months. ; 

Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar reports that, on the 4th August, a large American 
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Sy under Spanish colours, shipped 1,200 negroes, for conveyance to Cuba, from a bay 

a rails to the pone of Ibo, pee 
e reports which Her Majesty’s Government receive from the Havana ten 

is prove that no diminution rene place in the importation of negroes into the inland 

or Un 

On the 5th of September, Mr, Acting Consul-General Crawford reports that he has 
received information respecting seven cargoes, or about 4,500 slaves, having been landed 
during the month of August, in different parts of the island, namely—At Santa Cruz 
(Canasi), about 800 Bozals, from a vessel supposed to be the American brig 
“* Brownsville ;” at Siguapa, near Cardenas, a cargo of 1,700, from a large American 
clipper ship, and two cargoes of 310 and 70 negroes respectively in the neighbourhood 
of Codeane of which the former was landed from the Spanish vessel “ Reglita,” at 
Las Pozas, and the latter from a vessel which left the Congo with 1,100 negroes, and 
lost all except 70, from an epidemic which broke out on the voyage. 

An American vessel landed 1,400 slaves on the 15th August, near Sagua. A cargo 
of about 700 was landed near Bahia Honda, and another of 340 at Santo Espiritu. 

From the annexed copies of correspondence between Mr. Crawford and the Captain- 
General, it would appear that his Excellency had only received information of the cargo 
of 340 landed at Santo Espiritu, and that he had in consequence removed the Governor 
and some of the authorities of the district, and that he doubted the landing of 800 at 
Santo Cruz, asa steamer had been sent to cruize in those waters, in consequence of 
preparations having been reported to him for a landing there. 

Mr. Crawford, however, states that the slaves were landed, not at the Santa Cruz 
alluded to by his Excellency, which is on the south side of the island, but at another 
Santa Cruz, about twenty-five miles to the windward of Havana. 

Mr. Crawford also states that the “ Terrible,” which sailed from Puerto Rico with 
seventy-six negroes in Jure last, succeeded in landing them upon the coast of Cuba, but 
no information has reached the Captain-General on the subject, another proof of the 
powerful means employed by the slave-traders to insure the silence of the local 
authorities. 

The British Vice-Consul at Cardenas reports that, on the 27th of July, the American 
brig “ Tavernier” was cleared for Fernando Po, it being notorious that she left for a cargo 
of slaves, her extra water-casks and provisions being embarked, in open day, from the 
main wharf, under the very eyes of the authorities, the Captain of the port acknow- 
ledging that she appeared to be destined for the Slave Trade, but declaring that he had 
no authority to search her. The same Vice-Consul reports that the American barque 
“ Corinthian” was also being fitted out for Fernando Po, which is become a favourite 
rendezvous for slavers, from whence they clear for the Havana, when their cargoes are 
ready for embarkation on the mainiand, thus diminishing considerably the risk of 
condemnation in case of capture. 

Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General reports, on the 9th of September, that 
the “ Corinthian,” above mentioned, had been stranded near Cardenas, and purchased by 
a company of notorious slave-traders. He also states that on the evening of the 
7th September, the Chilian brig “Za Mar” sailed from the Havana, cleared from 
Valparaiso, but in reality bound for aslave-voyage. The ‘ La Mar” had been formerly 
the American brig “ W. H. Stewart,” which was sold in the Havana to slave-traders. 

Mr. Crawford had also received information that three vessels were fitting out in 
the harbour for the Coast of Africa, of which one was said to be the “ Nicolasa,” and 
another the “ Angelita.” With reference to the facility with which such vessels are 
fitted out at the Havana, two letters are annexed which the Captain-General addressed 
to Mr. Crawford in the month of May last, respecting the American brigs “ Lillie Mills,” 
and “‘ W. M. Grotton,” the former of which is mentioned above as being watched hy Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Triton,”” both of which took in all their fittings and provisions at Havana, 
sat were cleared at the Custom-house fur St. Paul de Loanda, and the Island of 
St. Thomas, on the coast of Africa, the Captain-General not considering himself 
authorized, though aware of their destination, to cause them to be searched and detained, 
his Excellency being of opinion that the penal law of 1845 is applicable only to Spanish 
vessels, 

Consul-General Crawford having returned to his post, states that the purchaser 
of the “ W. H. Stewart,” mentioned ete, was a certain Don Pablo Calvet, said to be a 
citizen of Chili, and she obtained the Chilian flag by the authority of the Chilian Consul 
at the Havana, and sailed under,the name of “ La Mar,” cleared in ballast for Valparaiso. 
He also states that the American barque “ Pamphylia,” of .240 tons, cleared on the 
21st September, in ballast, for Omoa; the American schooner “J. H. Toone,” of 
145 tons, cleared in ballast on the 17th September for Ruatan, and that the American 
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brig “* Tallulah,” vf 195 tons, was sold by hisowner, Don A. Orta, an American citizen of 
New Orleans, to a certain Don Juan Baptista Alexandre, said to he a Mexican citizen, 
and has obtained Mexican colours from the Consul of the Republic at the Havana. 

All these vessels were believed to be engaged in the Slave Trade. Mr. Crawford 
also expresses his belief in the existence of a joint-stock company at the Havana, with a 
capital of 600,000 dollars, for the pope of slave-trading. Some of the members being 
wealthy and influential persons, who arrange for the secret landing of the slaves, and 
for providing them with “ cedulas” and passes for their protection and transit. 





No. 416. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 27.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 14, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of two despatches, and of their inclosures, 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana,* on matters connected with the 
Cuban Slave Trade. I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of these 
despatches to Sefior Calderon Collantes, and to say that theimpunity with which the 
numerous cargoes of slaves have been introduced into Cuba is a further proof how 


entirely the instructions of the Spanish Government for the suppression of this Traffic 
are disregarded. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


P.S.—Since writing the foregoing, I have received further despatches, on the same 
subject, from Mr. Crawford, of which I inclose copies.t 
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No. 417. 


Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 14.) 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord, Madrid, January 7, 1860. 

WITH reference to the observations in Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s despatch 
No. 27 of the 27th of last October, of which a copy was transmitted to me in your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 27 of the 14th ultimo, relative to the abolition of the system of 
‘“cedulas” or tickets of protection forslaves, | think it right to state that the measure has 
been represented to me to have been adopted in consequence of its having been disco- 
vered that large quantities of forged cedulas were imported into the Island of Cuba from 
New York, and distributed among the slave-traders. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 
No. 418. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 25, 1860. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of despatches from 
Her Majesty's Consul-General and from Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Havana,} relative 
to the expected increase of the Slave Trade and to the landing of slaves in Cuba. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


* Nos. 478 and 479. + Nos. 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, and 487. 
+ Nos. 492, 493, 494, 495, and 496 ; and Class A, No. 83. 


SPAIN. $13 
Wo. 419. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1860. 

I INCLOSE, for your information, the accompanying copies ot a correspondence 
which has passed between the Spanish Legation at this Court and this Department, 
arising out of the condemnation of the Spanish barque ‘ Conchita” by the Mixed 
Commission Court at Sierra Loone, on a charge of being eqnipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 419. 


M. de Isturiz to the Earl of Malmesbury. 
(Translation.) 


My Lord, Spanish Legation, London, November 6, 1858. 


BY command of the Government of the Queen my august Sovereign, I have the 
honour to address your Excellency in protest against the sentence of the Court of Sierra 
Leone of the 7th of November, 1857, condemning the Spanish corvette ‘ Conchita,” 
and claiming a suitahle indemnification in favour of the owners of the ship, Messrs. Vidal 
add Rivas, merchants of Barcelona. 

The chief grounds for this protest and this claim are two :—1. That the organization 
of the Court of Sierra Leone was, in the case in question, vicious and inequitable; and, 
2. That the sentence of the said Court was unjust “in re minime dubia.” 

These two points are very clearly proved by the documents which are in my 
possession. 

The Court was not duly constituted, because the Governor of Sierra Leone did not 
comply with the provisions of Clause 4, Article IX, of Annex B, not having given 
immediate notice to the Captain-General of the Canaries of the vacancy occurring on 
the part of Spain, whereas the Treaty says the vacancy shall be filled up in the shortest 
period possible. This precaution was the more necessary on the part of the Court, 
inasmuch as it had no intention to admit as Spanish Arbitrator the person who was then 
in charge of the Spanish Consulate. Moreover, Her Britannic Majesty's Government, 
interpreting the letter of the Treaty in an illiberal spirit, would not accede to the request 
which was at the time addressed to it by the Legation of Her Catholic Majesty in 
London, to acknowledge M. Porchat, the French Consul, as Spanish Arbitrator, notwith- 
standing that the Governor of Sierra Leone had officially acknowledged him as in charge 
of the Spanish Consulate, publishing such acknowledgement by means of papers posted 
in the streets of the town, and notwithstanding that the faculty of being Arbitrator 
appertains to the office of Vice-Consul. 

By the fault, then, of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government and its authorities in 
Africa, the Court which condemned the “ Conchita ” was not mixed, and the interests of 
Spain were not represented in it in any way. 

The sentence pronounced by this Court, viciously constituted; was unjust “in re 
minime dubai,” because the grounds on which it was based do not constitute a sufficient 
proof of the offence which was imputed to the “ Conchita.” In fact, neither the circum- 
stance that the vessel was detained with a cargo of tobacco and brandy, nor that of her 
having on board casks sufficient to contain 3,290 gallons of water and fifty-five planks, 
which are the principal Bea supporting the sentence, can appear sufficient to a just 
and dispassionate mind. The Treaty does not declare the nature of the cargo to be an 
indication of guilt, nor can it be said that tobacco and brandy are suspected articles. 
If they are, as the Court of Sierra Leone says, much esteemed by the negroes, and if 
they are usually given in exchange for slaves, it is also certain that they may serve, as 
they were to have served in the present case, to buy palm oil. 

Messrs. Vidal and Rivas, the owners of the ship, show the contract of sale made with 
the well-known firm of Souza Nobre; and that contract, a duly certified copy of which 
is among the papers sent to the Spanish Legation, prove that the cargo in question had 
not an illegal destination. This fact is shown so clearly that arguments founded on 
ie wag conjectures cannot be admitted against it; and if the a ie of the 
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Court be admitted in this case, an indefensible novelty will be the result in the juris- 
prudence of captures, and it will be the case that Court will be able, by its own 
will, to restrain lawful Spanish trade on the Western Coast of Africa. It is evident that 
there is no justice in bringing forward, as a proof of guilt in the corvette “ Conchita,” 
the fact of her having on board such or ek a cargo, as the Court may consider more 
or less suited to purchase slaves. If it was good for such an exchange, it was also good 
to purchase palm oil. 

In regard to the number of planks and casks found on board, that fact also 
cannot be admitted in the case of the “Conchita,” as a proof of her guilt. 
3,290 gallons of water is not an excessive quantity for a ship of the burden 
of the “Conchita,” which carried a crew ot thirteen men, and had undertaken 
a voyage of many months on an unhealthy coast, where good water is not 
found with the same facility as in other countries; but it is also the case that the 
corvette “ Conchita” was authorized to carry the casks and planks by competent 
certificate of the Custom-house of Barcelona, which was the point of departure for 
her voyage. This certificate, which is legalized by the Consulate of Her Britannic 
Majesty in Barcelona, and a certified copy of which exists also in Her Catholic Majesty’s 
Legation in London, was considered insufficient at the Court of Sierra Leone, and the 

unds on which it supported this opinion is a further proof of the small degree of 
Justice with which it acted in this affair. In fact, the grounds were that the certificate 
was not valid, because the corvette “ Conchita,” after leaving Barcelona, had touched : 
on Africa, and had gone on to Brazil. Such an argument introduces another inadmis- 
sible novelty in the jurisprudence of the Court of Sierra Leone. The Treaty does 
not require that vessels bound for Africa should go there direct, nor does it state in 
any way that the certificate which is carried is to proceed from the last point or points 
where they may touch after their departure from Spain. Not only is this the case, but 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government has not hitherto acceded to the offers of the 
Government of Her Catholic Majesty to exempt Spanish vessels from such certificate 
of the port of origin, and has refused to admit the certificates of Spanish Consuls 
resident at the points where they may touch after their departure from Spain; so that 
if the corvette “ Conchitu’’ had not presented the certificate of Barcelona, or if she had 
presented the certificate of a Spanish Consul at any point of the globe, the Court of 
Sierra Leone would have condemned her as guilty of unlawful commerce, and now 
does condemn her because she presents the former, and has not procured the latter; 
and it may be added to this that, even if the Captain of the corvette “ Conchita” 
had been able to foresee that the certificate of the Custom-house of Barcelona would 
not be considered valid, it was not easy for him to get another in the Custom-house 
of Bahia, which was the point from which he proceeded to go to Africa, because, not 
being a Brazilian ship, the Brazilian authorities of Bahia could not well guarantee the 
lawfulness of the trade in which she might engage afterwards. 

Paragraph 6 of the Xth Article, in saying “the point from which the vessel has 
departed,” designates a Spanish port, and not other foreign port or ports where the 
vessel may have touched during her voyage. Thus it has always been understood, and 
thus Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, no doubt, understood it, when it refused to 
admit certificates of Spanish Consulates in foreign countries. It is in Barcelona that 
the owners of the corvette ‘ Conchita” reside; from Barcelona comes the security 
required by the Treaty which Messrs. Vidal and Rivas had given. The certificate of 
Barcelona, which they sent to the Court of Sierra Leone, and which was formally 
legalized by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consulate, is then a sufficient document to prove the 
innocence of the “ Conchita.” 

But in addition to this legal and formal proof, it is necessary to consider that the 
circumstance of having on board a number of casks sufficient to contain 3,290 gallons 
of water, which was one of’ the chief grounds of the sentence, is by nomeans suspicions, 
and is insufficient for the condemnation of the ship. This circumstance is so far insuffi- 
cient, that, in the Conference'held in London in 1845 between the Plenipotentiaries of 
Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia, it was declared that that alone did not 
constitute a sufficient suspicion for the detention of a merchant ship, and it is therefore 
not just to bring it forward in the case of the corvette ‘‘ Conchita,” as a very principal 
ground for the condemnation of this vessel. 

But the truth is, that the Court, in its zeal for the repression of the Slave Trade, 
has converted even the most unimportant matters into croals, There were on board the 
“Conchita” neither chains nor fetters, nor large mess-boilers, nor an extraordinary 
quantity of rice or maize flour. The corvette “ Conchita” came with documents en 
régle, and with the evident intention of engaging in lawful commerce ; it was therefore 
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necessary to take advantage of the most insignificant things to give some colour of 
Justice to the sentence of condemnation. 

As a proof of this assertion, your Excellency will allow me to point out for your 
consideration several contradictions visible enough, which the Court has fallen into. 

The Court says that the corvette “ Conchita” took on board at Bahia the fifty-five 
pes which were found there, and confesses, nevertheless, that the certificate of 

arcelona mentions as many as forty-eight; wherefore seven only were taken in at 
Bahia, unless it was that the captors reckoned among the planks small pieces of wood 
which ships commonly carry for fire-wood, which may have been found on board. 

At Lagos, where the “ Conchita ” was before going on to Bahia, the Vice-Consul of 
Spain gave a fresh certificate that the corvette was engaged in lawful commerce, but, 
nevertheless, this certificate also is also declared completely inefficient, which gives 
reason to suppose that even if the Captain of the “ Conchita” had foreseen that the certi- 
ficate would not be considered valid which -he took from Barcelona, and he had 
procured another equivalent document from the Spanish Consul in Bahia, that circum- 
stance which the Court now wants, would not have prevented the sentence of 
condemnation. ; 

Messrs, Vidal and Rivas prove by documents worthy of entire credit, and which are 
also in the possession of the Legation of Spain, and may be examined if the Government 
of Her Britannic Majesty chooses, that the “Conchita” complied with all the forms 
required by the law, but yet the Court maintains that she did not depart from Bahia 


en régle, 

The planks found on board were not wide enough to form a middle.deck, but the 
Court says that a middle-deck might be formed by helping out with the casks and 
pipes, so that if at some future time any slaver should take a fancy to carry slaves upon 
pieces of cloth, hammocks of sail-cloth, or other extraordinary plans, any other ship 
would find itself exposed to be declared good prize, if, not knowing this circumstance, 
it should take on board a certain amount of cloth to mend the sails, or for any 
other uses. 

The Court suspects that the “ Conchita” was already prepared to receive slaves on 
board in Whydah, where she was captured; but nevertheless it knows that she had 
already bartered her cargo for palm oil to the respectable firm of Souza Nobre of 
that port. 

The Court also supposes that the first station of the ‘ Conchita” on the coast of 
Africa was suspicious; but nevertheless it knows at what points she touched, at what 
points she left a part of her cargo, the persons with whom the Captain had any inter- 
course, and that the “ Conchita” was then visited by an English cruizer, who found her 
en régle, and that she had Don Alexandro Creus, the Spanish Consul, on board, as may 
be seen in the log-book (?) and in the ship’s papers. 

Finally, the Court gratuitously supposes that the corvette “‘ Conchita” was suspicious 
during her whole voyage ; but in spite of the very great efforts which the Court makes 
to give importance to insignificant facts, it does not succeed in giving to its opinions any 
other character than that of purely arbitrary indications. Thus, for instance, it is 
desirous of attributing a suspicious aspect to the circumstance that there were notches 
in the hatchway of the “ Conchita ;” but these notches were worm-eaten, and they were 
such as are used in Catalonian ships to fix the cargo, and there was nothing ‘of the 
netting which, by the Treaty of 1835, constitutes a suspicious indication. It also makes 
veference to the casual circumstance that one of the consignees of the * Conchita” was 
a suspicious person as a dealer in slaves, as if it was so easy to find in Africa consignees 
who are wholly free from those same objections and suspicions. 

To sum up the whole, the sentence condemning the corvette “Conchita” was not 
founded upon any direct proof, nor on any of those facts which leave no doubt of the 
guilt of a ship; and this, which is always necessary, was much more so when the Court 
was not mixed, and when the Government of Her Britannic Majesty would not wait for 
the arrival of the Spanish Consul in Africa, nor consent that the person then 
in charge of the Spanish Consulate in Sierra Leone should also be entrusted with 
the defence of Spanish interests in the trial in question. The sentence is based 
on facts which, when they accompany others more important, may perhaps add force to 
proofs of guilt, but which by themselves would not be sufficient to justify completely 
even the detention of the ship, as the “ Conchita” exhibits the certificate of Barcelona 
for the forty-eight planks and for the casks. 

The Court and Audiencia of the Canary Islands, in two consecutive instances, have 
acquitted the Captain and crew of the corvette “Conchita” of all guilt; and this 
acquittal, based upon an impartial examination of the documents and ye 
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evidence presented by the owners of the vessel, more and more confirms the Government 
of the Queen, my august Sovereign in the opinions which it has conceived from the first 
relative to this lamentable affair. The public opinion of Spain has also protested unani- 
mously against the sentence of the Court of Sierra Leone through the press, through 
interpellations in the Cortes, and by tful but energetic addresses made to Her 
Majesty’s Government by the commercial bodies of the most important ports of Spain. 
I have then most earnestly to request pour Excellency to give your most serious attention 
to the matter which is the ee of the protest that atireni to your Excellency in the 
name of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, and to consider what would be the 
consequences that must necessarily follow if Her Britannic Majesty’s Government should 
refuse to give a suitable indemnification to the owners of the corvette “ Conchita.” If 
the facts on which the seutence of the Court is based are to be considered sufficient to 
condemn this vessel, the consequence will be that Spanish ships, in order to be able to 
sail and trade in Africa without the risk of capture, must not only carefully avoid all the 
circumstances enumerated in the Treaty as indications of guilt, but also must ascertain 
what quantity of water the Court considers sufficient for such and such a number of 
tons and of persons, what number of planks for repairs to the ship or other purposes the 
Court may opine to be sufficient or excessive, of what size the planks should be, so that 
there may be no possibility of ne them of serving to build a double middle- 
deck; what notches or mortices may be formed to hold fast the cargo so as not to give 
cause for suspicion ; what sort of articles of lawful trade may be carried to Africa 
without fear of there being declared suspicious, because of the more or less liki 
negroes may have for such articles; and it will be necessary also that they should sa 
there directly, without touching at any intermediate point, and that before selecting a 
consignee, the Court should be asked whether he is, in its opinion, a person above 
suspicion, and if they may have intercourse with him without the danger of being 
captured. 

Her Britannic Majesty’s Government cannot but admit that these inferences ‘are 
correct, and that these alone are sufficient to prove one or the other of these two things: 
—either that the sentence of the Court of Sierra Leone in the case of the corvette 
“ Conchita,” should not be valid, or else that the interpretation and application of the 
Treaty of 1835, which have been made to this case, are so much opposed to the develop- 
ment of the 4ond ed trade of Spain on the Coast of Africa, that it will become the duty 
of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to ask for such an elucidation of the Treaty as 
may prevent the repetition of such unpleasant occurrences as the one which has given 
rise to this note. 

I venture, therefore, to hope that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will do 
justice to the representations of the Government of my august Sovereign, and that it will 
ive a proof of the spirit of justice by which it is actuated, granting to Messrs. Vidal and 
ivas, of Barcelona, the reparation which they solicit. 
I have, &c, 
(Signed) XAVIER E ISTURIZ. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 419. 
Lord J. Russell to M. de Isturiz. & 


M. le Ministre, Foreign Office, January 18, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I am now enabled to reply to the note 
which you addressed to my predecessor on the 6th of November, 1858, protesting against 
the condemnation of the Spanish barque “ Conchita” by the Mixed Commission Court at 
Sierra Leone, and claiming compensation for her owners, Messrs. Vidal and Rivas of 
Barcelona, on account of the losses which they have sustained by reason of the confiscation 
of their vessel and her cargo. : 

Before, however, entering into any of the particulars of this case, 1 have to express 
to you my regret at the unavoidable delay that has taken place in replying to your 
above-mentioned note. 

The chief grounds on which you make this protest and claim are stated to be 
two :— 

1st. That the organization of the Court at Sierra Leone was, in the case in question, 
vicious” and “ inequitable ;” and, 

2nd. That the sentence of the said Court was unjust “in re minime dubia ;” and you 
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add, that these two points are very clearly proved by documents in your possession. You 
further state that the Court was not duly constituted, because the. Governor of Sierra 
Leone did not comply with the provisions of Clause 4, Article 9, Annex B of the Treaty 


between Great Britain he go of the 28th June, 1835, not having given immediate 
notice to the Captain-General of the Canary Islands, of the vacancy occurring on the 


of Spain; whereas the Treaty says that ‘‘ the vacancy shall be filled up in the shortest 
irs possible ;” and an objection is likewise taken that the m in charge of the 

panis gaa was prevented from sitting in the absence of the Commissioners on the 
part of Spain. 

As regards the first point of objection, viz., that the organization of the Court of 
Sierra Leone which condemned the “ Conchita” was “ vicious” and “inequitable,” I have 
to observe, that this ges appears to me untenable, inasmuch as the provisions of the 
Treaty in regard to the organization of the Court are precise, and they were strictly 
adhered to in the case of this vessel. 

By Clause 4 of Article IX, Annex. B, it is provided as follows:—“On the part of 
Spain, and in that Court which shall sit within the possessions of Her Britannic 

jesty, in case the vacancy be both of the Spanish Judge and Spanish Arbitrator and 
there be neither Spanish Consul nor Spanish Vice-Consul to fill ad interim the vacancies, 
then the British Judge and the British Arbitrator shall sit, and in all cases brought 
before them for adjudication shall proceed to judge the same and pass sentence 
accordingly.” 

Now, the Commissioners on the part of Spain and likewise the Vice-Consul, were 
absent with the knowledge and consent of the Spanish Government, and M. Porchat, 
the French Consul, who was in temporary charge of the Spanish Vice-Consulate, not 
being competent to sit ad interim on the part of Spain, the circumstance arose which had 
been provided for by the Treaty, of the absence of all Spanish officers authorized to fill 
the posts of Spanish Judge and of Spanish Arbitrator-in the Mixed Commission Court, 
and the case was consequently adjudicated by the British Judge and the British 
Arbitrator, as is provided by the stipulations of the Treaty under such circumstances. 

And as regards your further objection, that the Court was not duly constituted 
because immediate notice of the vacancy occurring on the part of Spain was not given 
by the Governor of Sierra Leone, I have to observe, that there was not, in fact, any 
vacancy of the office of either Spanish Judge or Spanish Arbitrator, inasmuch as the 
Spanish Government had omitted to fill up those appointments, and had appointed Sefior 
Ogea, the Spanish Vice-Consul at Sierra Leone, to the post of Acting Arbitrator; and it 
was in consequence of the absence of this officer, which was known to and ought to have 
beer provided for by the Spanish Government, that the duty of adjudicating in the case 
of the “ Conchita” Pesce ges the British Judge and British Arbitrator. 

With regard to your statement, that the sentence of the Court was unjust, “in re 
minime dubia,” I have the honour to observe that the “ Conchita” was detained in the 
roadstead of Whydah by Her Majesty’s ship “ Firefly,” on the 27th of August, 1857 ; 
that she had on board at the time of seizure a cargo of roll tobacco and aquadiente, 
twenty-two empty casks, and four containing water, the whole capable of holding 3,290 
gallons; fifty-five pieces of plank, adapted for laying a slave-deck, and not mentioned in the 
manifest or in any other of the ship’s papers; together with casks, containing a quantity 
of rice, calavances, and farinha. She was not provided with a certificate from the Custom- 
house at Bahia, her last port of clearance, for her extra water-casks, and she was also 
without clearance-papers from that port. 

Such an equipment clearly brought her within the provisions of the Xth Article of the 
Treaty of 1835, and rendered her liable to be lawfully detained and brought before the 
Mixed Commission Courts for adjudication. 

It further appears that the “ Conchita” cleared from the port of Barcelona on the 
23rd of December, 1856, bound for Whydah; that on leaving Barcelona, however, she 
proceeded to Gibraltar, and from thence to various ports on the West Coast of Africa; 
and that she did not proceed to Whydah (her alleged port of destination) ; and it was in 
consideration of these suspicious circumstances (unaccounted for), in addition to her 
cargo, which was, according to Treaty, prima facie evidence of the actual employment of 
the vessel in the Slave Trade, that the Court condemned the “ Conchita” as lawful 

rize. ; 
Under these circumstances I have the honour to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s 
Government are advised that there is no valid ground of objection against the constitu- 
tion of the Court that adjudicated the case of the “ Conchita,” and that that vessel was 
lawfully condemned r being engaged in the Slave Trade; and further, that the owners 
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of the “ Conchita” have no claim whatever to compensation from Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment on account of the condemnation of their vessel. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 420. 
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1860. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 17 of the 10th of September last, I transmit 
herewith, for your information, a copy of despatch from Mr. Hunt, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Puerto Rico,* reporting the result of the proceedings instituted against some of the 
crews of the slave-ships “‘ Majestic” and “ Terrible,” and also against the promoters of the 
expedition in which the latter vessel was engaged. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
> . 

No. 421. 


‘ Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—( Received January 27.) 
(No. 2.) 


My Lord, Madrid, January 18, 1860, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 20 of the 30th November last, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith the copy and translation of a note which I have received 
from Sefior Calderon Collantes, stating that he has forwarded the documents communi- 
cated to him on the 2nd of November last to the Colonial Department, “in order that 
such measures may be taken as the Slave Trade therein referred to between the East 
Coast of Africa and Cuba may require.” 

I also inclose the copy of a reply which I have addressed to his Excellency, 
expressing a hope that the promised measures will be such as to satisfy Her Majesty’s 
Government that the Spanish Government will employ energetically all the means at 
their disposal for the suppression of the Traffic complained of, and in which I communi- 
cate to his Excellency the substance of Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s reports, of which 
copies were transmitted to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 27 of the 14th ultimo. 
In this note I state to his Excellency that so many cargoes of negroes have been landed 
in Cuba during the months of October and November; that such incidents cease to be 
of an exceptional character, and appear to enter into the general commerce of the island; 
and with respect to the alleged intention of the Spanish authorities to abstain in future 
from liberating negroes after they have been landed, as they are then to be considered 
the property of the holders: I state that it is hardly to be conceived that Her Catholic 
Majesty’s Government will permit such a doctrine to be the rule for the conduct of their 
colonial officers with respect to the treatment of human beings. 

I also stated, as instructed by your Lordship, that the impunity with which the 
pumerous cargoes of slaves reported by Mr. Crawford have been introduced into Cuba is 
a further proof that the instructions of the Spanish Government for the suppression of 
the Trade are disregarded 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 421. 


Senor Collantes to Mr. Buchanan. 
(Translation.) 


Sir, Palace, January 5, 1860. 
I HAD the honour to receive in due course the note which you had the goodness to 
address to me on the 2nd of November last, forwarding to me various documents relative 
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to the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa, which have been translated and sent to 
the Direction-General of the Colonies, for its information, and in order that it may adopt 
the measures which it may deem most fitting in this case. 


avail, &c. 
(Signed) SATURNINO CALDERON COLLANTES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 421. 
Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes. 


Sir, Madrid, January 12, 1860. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note of the 5th, informing me 
that you had forwarded to the Colonial Department the documents which I communicated 
to your Excellency on the 2nd of November last, respecting the Slave Trade between the 
East Coast of Africa and Cuba, in order that such measures might be adopted as the case 
might appear to require, and I trust that those measures will be such as to satisfy the 
Government of the Queen my Sovereign, that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty 
will employ energetically all the means at their disposal for the suppression of the Traffic 
complained of. I regret, however, that I have been again instructed by the Government 
of the Queen my Sovereign to inform your Excellency that they continue to receive 
reports from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, from which it appears that the 
Cuban Slave Trade is carried on with increasing activity and perfect impunity, and that, 
though the Lieutenant-Governor of Cardenas and Pinar del Rio were suspended before 
General Concha left Cuba, these officers were allowed to remain at their posts long after 
they were suspected of connivance with the slave-traders. Mr. Crawford states that it 
would be difficult to ascertain the number of slaves landed in the district of Cardenas 
while Colonel Gayogos was Governor of that district, but that there was good ground for 
believing four cargoes, or from 1,700 to 2,000 slaves, were landed at Pinar del Rio during 
the last nine months of Brigadier Teran’s command, without any measures having been 
adopted to capture the slaves, or to detect and punish those engaged in thus violating the 
laws of Spain and the Treaty engagements by which Her Catholic Majesty has under- 
taken to suppress the Slave Trade. The correspondence of Her Majesty’s Consul-General 
with the Captain-General of Cuba, during the months of October and November, reports 
so many cases of cargoes of negroes being landed in the island that they bore the 
character of exceptional acts, and appear to enter into the general commerce of the 
island. ° 

On the 26th of September last, Mr. Crawford addressed a letter to the Captain- 
General, denouncing the landing of a cargo of about 740 slaves from a Portuguese brig 
or barque, near Cienfuegos, and of about 300 more from a Spanish vessel in the 
neighbourhood of Cardenas. 

On the 4th of October he addressed inquiries to his Excellency, respecting a cargo of 
350 Bozals said to have been landed at Yaguajar, near San Juan de los Remedios. 

On the 11th of October he reported to his Excellency that 320 Bozals had been 
landed about ten days previously at Guanhanamo from the brigantine “Trueno,” and 
conveyed to the haciendas of Santa Rosa and Esperanza. 

Again, on the 18th of October, he reported to his Excellency that 550 slaves were 
landed on or about the 12th of that month somewhere between Matanzas and Cardenas, 
from a barque which was afterwards scuttled, and was seen in a sinking state by the 
masters of several vessels which had subsequently arrived at the Havana and at Cardenas, 
and it was said that the crew of this slaver had come to the Havana, where they stated 
that they lost 100 slaves on the voyage from Africa, from whence they had sailed in 
company with a brig, which had succeeded in landing 350 Bozals in Cuba. 

On the 25th of October, Mr. Crawford wrote to the Captain-General that a report 
had reached him of 1,700 negroes having been landed in the previous week near 
Cardenas from a Spanish barque, and of 800 being landed near Remedios; and on the 
29th of October he received information, on which he could thoroughly rely, that a 
landing of 400 Bozals had been effected a few days previously near Coloma, where several 
other cargoes had been landed in the course of the year, and the Captain-General 
acknowledged, in an answer dated the 8th November, that the landing near Coloma had 
taken place. 

_ On the 14th of November, Mr. Crawford reported to the Captain-General the 
disembarkation of 700 slaves on or about the 6th of that month, near Sagua, from a 
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vessel which was probably destroyed, and was supposed to be an American, as the crew, 
consisting of twenty persons, who arrived at Cees on the 8th, were citizens of the 
United States. 

On the 17th of November, Mr. Crawford complained to the Captain-General that 
700 negroes were landed on Sunday the 6th of that month from a ship of about 320 tons, 
at Cayo de los Dos Leguas, where she was met by a sloop-rigged lighter and a number of 
boats, into which the Bozals were transhipped om sent on shore; and Mr. Crawford states 
that he received this information from an eye-witness of the transaction. 

The Captain-General replied to the letter on the 21st, stating that such a disembarka- 
tion could hardly have taken place, as the war-steamer “Don Juan,” of Austria, was 
cruizing in the neighbourhood, but his Excellency subsequently admitted verbally that he 
had reason to suspect that a disembarkation of slaves had taken place somewhere to the 
eastward of Trinidad, and that he was in correspondence with Lieutenant-General Conte 
on the subject; and on the 18th of November, Mr. Crawford reports to Her Majesty’s 
Government the captures off Cayo Romano, by the Spanish man-of-war steamer “ Blasco 
de Garay,” of a steamer with 480 Bozals on board. 

With respect to the question of slave-trading generally, Mr. Crawford observes, that 
however great the abuses which have been committed by the sale of cedulas to slave- 
traders, the immediate effect of the decree abolishing their issue in future, has been to 
secure permanently to the slave-traders all the negroes who had been recently imported, 
and who had not yet been protected by such certificates. 

It was a law, he states, understood in the island, that in future the authorities would 
abstain from pursuing or attempting to capture negroes after they were landed; as no 
registry of slaves would be kept, they would, when once landed, be considered the property 
of their owners, and no longer liable to seizure. 

It is hardly to be conceived, however, that Her Catholic Majesty’s Government will 
permit such a doctrine to be adopted as a rule for the conduct of their.officers in Cuba 
with respect to the treatment of human beings. 

In thus acquainting your Excellency with the substance of the reports which have 
lately reached the Government of the Queen my Sovereign on this painful subject, I am 
to say, that the impunity with which the numerous cargoes of slaves, therein referred to, 
have been introduced into Cuba, is a further proof how entirely the instructions of the 
Spanish Government for the suppression of Slave Trade are disregarded. 


I avail, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





: No. 422. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan, 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 27, 1860. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that in the month of September last Her Majesty’s ship 
“Conflict,” captured off the African coast a barque, without name or papers, fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade, and believed by the captors to have been fitted out either 
at Santander or at Bilbao. 

It appears from information which has reached Her Majesty’s Government that the 
vessel in question was originally the barque “Santos ;” that she was purchased by a 
merchant and shipowner of Santander, named Benito Otero, for a Spanish Captain named 
Silverio Cargijal; that her name was changed to the “ Primero Quijano,” and that under 
this name ie took in of her slave-fittings at Santander, and sailed from thence 
on the 7th of August for Rivadesella, a small port in the Asturias, where she completed 
her Slave Trade equipments and cleared for South America. 

It is searcely to be supposed that the Spanish officials at those ports should not have 
been aware of the equipment and the destination of the “ Primero Quijano,” and you will 
call oigie of the Spanish Government to their proceedings with a view to inquiry 
into the facts. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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Jord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(Separate and Secret.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 27, 1860. 

_ IN order to put you in ae a possession of the information which I have alluded 
to in my despatch No. 4 of this day’s date, respecting the “Primero Quijano,” I inclose | 
copies of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Bilbao, and of two letters from 
Lieutenant March, the British Vice-Consul at Santander. 

You will learn from these papers that Lieutenant March thinks that further 
information on this matter, and on others connected with the Slave Trade, may be 
procured by a certain outlay of money. I do not, however, think it necessary to 
authorize Lieutenant March to spend any money for this purpose, 

&e. 


am, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 424. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 6.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 8, 1860. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of despatches as 
marked in the margin,} from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, and from Her 


i Commissioners at the Havana, on matters connected with the Cuban Slave 
rade. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 425. 


9 Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan. 
(No. 7.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, February 11, 1860. 


IT is my painful duty to call your attention to the increased and increasing 
ee of the Slave Trade, catihedl on between the West and East Coast of Africa 
and Cuba. 

It appears that the number of negroes introduced into Cuba last year was, 
according to actual information, 22,000, and according to estimate, 30,000. 

It appears further that United States’ capital has been more and more employed in 
this Traffic. 

It is ascertained by repeated instances that the practice is for vessels to sail under 
the American flag. Ifthe flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British 
cruizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though the equipment, the 
fittings, the water-casks, and other circumstances, prove that the ship is on a Slave 
Trade venture, no American cruizer can touch them. The Master, indeed, often taunts 
the Captain ofa British cruizer with his impunity from capture. 

From the East Coast of Africa a most profitable Slave Trade is carried on, almost 
without interruption. 

It is such that a cargo of 1,000 slaves was lately embarked on board a single 
vessel, but the Captain, finding he had not provisions and water for so many, deliberately 
threw overboard 400 of these unhappy beings when he got out to sea. 

The Governments of France, the United States, Portugal, and Brazil, have co- 
operated with the,Government of Great Britain with a view to put an end to this 

raffic. 

The Government of Spain alone have persisted in screening and favouring this 
Trade. The corruption of Spanish official persons in the Island of Cuba is notorious. 
The price of connivance is publicly known, and many of these persons have returned to 
Spain, enriched by the gold they have amassed as the price of African blood. 


* Nos. 431, 528, and 529. t+ No. 499; and Class A, Nos. 86 and 88. 
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The engagements made by Spain with the British Government form part of the 
public law of Europe. 

In 1817, Spain concluded a Treaty with this country for the abolition of the Traffic 
in Slaves north of the Equator, and, in accordance with the stipulations of that Treaty, 
the British Government paid to that of Spain the sum of 400,000/. to compensate Spanish 
subjects for losses which they might suffer as a necessary consequence of the abolition of 
the said Traffic. 

In 1835, a further Treaty was concluded by the Spanish Government with the 
Government of this country, by which Spain declared the Slave Trade to be totally and 
finally abolished in all parts of the world. Great Britain might enforce, by her own 
means, the observance of these Treaties. But humanity recoils at a war undertaken to 
impose humanity by force and bloodshed ; every expedient ought to be tried before an 
appeal to this last part is made. 

Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, propose that the Ambassadors and Ministers of 
the Courts of France, the United States, Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, should be instructed 
to meet in London in the month of May or June of the present year, to consider what 
measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade, and finally provide for 
its total abolition. 

Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared to lay before such a Conference their 
views on this important but distressing subject. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 426. 


Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 11.) 

(No. 3.) 4 

My Lord, Madrid, February 6, 1860. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 4 of the 27th ultimo, 1 have the 
honour to transmit herewith a copy of a note which I have addressed to M. Calderon 
Collantes, calling the attention of ior Catholic Majesty’s Government to the suspected 
connivance of the local authorities at Bilbao and Riva-de-Sella, in the fitting out at these 
orts of the “ Primero Quijano,” a slave-vessel which was captured off the African Coast 

y Her Majesty’s ship “Conflict,” on the 18th of September last. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN, 





Inclosure in No. 426. 
Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes. 


Sir, Madrid; February 1, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, in conformity with instructions 
from the Principal Secretary of State of the Queen my Sovereign, that in the month of 
September last, Her Majesty’s ship “ Conflict” captured off the African coast a barque 
without name or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and believed by the captors 
to have been fitted out either at Santander or Bilbao. 

I am also to acquaint your Excellency that it appears from information which has 
reached Her Majesty’s Government, that the vessel in question was originally the barque 
“ Santos,” that she was purchased by a merchant and sa ale of Santander, named 
Benito Otero, for a Spanish shipmaster named Silverrio Cargijal, that her name was 
changed to the “ Primero Quijano,” and that under this name she took in part of her 
slave-fittings at Santander, and sailed from thence on the 7th August for Riva-de-Sella, a 
small port in the Asturias, where she completed her Slave Trade equipments, and cleared 
for South America. 

Your Excellency will doubtless be of the opinion of Her Lk Government, that 
it is scarcely possible, under the circumstances, that the Spanish Officers at the ports of 
Santander and Riva-de-Sella, should not have been aware of the equipment and destination 
of the “ Primero Quijano,” and I have therefore been ‘atuctel to call the attention of 
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Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to their proceedings, with a view to an inquiry being 
instituted into the facts. 





T avail, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 
No. 427. 
Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Buchanan. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1860. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of two despatches 
from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana,* containing informatiou 
respecting matters connected with the Cuban Slave Trade. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





No. 428. 


‘ Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 22.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Madrid, March 17, 1860. 

I PREPARED a short memorandum, a copy of which I inclose, of the substance 
of Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s despatches, of which copies were transmitted to me in 
your Lordship’s despatch No. 8 of the 5th instant; and I placed it in the hands of Sefior 
Calderon Collantes at an interview which I had with his Excellency yesterday, stating 
at the same time that the information which it contained would convince him of the 
impunity with which vessels were daily fitted out for the Slave Trade at the Havana, 
under the eyes of the local authorities, who took no measures whatever to prevent them 
from proceeding on their illegal voyages. 

While reading the inclosure, Sefior Calderon observed that the Spanish Government 
could not be responsible for the conduct of vessels after they left the port of Cuba, or for 
their leaving at night without a clearance from the Custom-house, but when he found 
that two of those reported by Mr. Crawford to have sailed in that manner had been 
previously denounced verbally to the Captain-General as fitting out for the Slave Trade, 
he said that he would send my memorandum to His Excellency, and call upon him to 
explain why vessels, with whose illegal destination he had been made acquainted, should 
have been permitted by the Captain of the port to escape from the harbour without 
having cleared at the Custom-house. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


Inclosure in No. 428. 
Memorandum. 


IN a despatch dated the 26th of January last, Mr. Consul-General Crawford reports 
that the “ Triton” had sailed under the American flag for the Havana, cleared for New 
Orleans, but suspected of having proceeded to the coast of Africa. 

He also states in the same despatch that the “* Sunny South,” which he had mentioned 
in a previous report, the ship “ Iberia,” a topsail schooner, and two screw steamers, all 
Spanish property, but which would show the flag of the United States, were either 
preparing or were ready for sea, with the intention, it was believed, of proceeding to the 
coast of Africa. 

After describing these vessels for the information of British cruizers, Mr. Crawford 
mentions in the same despatch that he had information respecting several cargoes of 
slaves expected to arrive on the coast of Cuba, and recommends that measures should be 
adopted by Her Majesty’s Squadron in the West Indies for intercepting them. 


* Nos. 505 and 507. 
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In a subsequent despatch, dated the 8th of February, he reports that one of the 
screw steamers (formerly the “ Colon”) mentioned in the preceding one, had sailed on 
the night of the 6th, without clearing at the Custom-house, and that a Spanish barque, 
also intended for the Slave Trade, had done the same on the night of the 5th of the same 
month, while the full-rigged brig, formerly the “ Eagle,” of Baltimore, was ready for 
sea, would probably leave in the same manner in a day or two. 

He says that the “‘ Sunny South” being nearly ready, had hoisted Spanish colours, 
and that there was another large clipper-ship in port, suspected of being about to be fitted 
out for the Slave Trade. 

The steamer above-mentioned as having sailed, had altered her paint and rigging a 
few days before she left, and Mr. Crawford had denounced her verbally to the Captain- 
General, and also the ship which left the day before her; and his Excellency promised 
to place them under the surveillance of the Captain of the port, but, as it appears, 
fruitlessly. 


( 825 ) 
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No. 429. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Young. 
(No. 1.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 17, 1859. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you the accompanying extract of 
a letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Conflict,” reporting the capture on 
the 18th of September last off the African coast of a barque without name or papers, 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, which is supposed to have fitted out at either 
Santander or Bilbao; and I am to desire that you will endeavour to ascertain, if you have 
any means of doing so, whether the suspicions entertained by the Commander of the 
“Conflict ” with regard to the port at which this vessel is supposed to have titted out are 
well founded; and if so, that you will report to his Lordship the name of the vessel, and 
any further particulars respecting her which you may be able to obtain. 


Ian, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 4380. 


Consul Young to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord, Bilbao, November 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Wodehouse’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 17th instant, inclosing a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Coxon of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “Conflict,” and also an extract from a letter from Commander 
Sullivan of the same vessel, and instructing me to ascertain, if I have any means of 
doing so, whether certain suspicions entertained by the Commander of the ‘ Conflict,” 
and expressed in the above documents, with reference to a slave-ship captured on the 
18th of September last, are well founded. 

In reply, I have the honour to state to your Lordship that I will use every means 
in my power to obtain the desired information; but I have at the same time to express 
my regret that the particulars furnished by Commander Sullivan as to the size, build, &c., 


of the vessel in question, are of so vague a nature as to render the inquiry exceedingly 
difficult, and doubtful of success. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORACE YOUNG. 





No. 481. 


Consul Young to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 24.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Bilbao, December 19, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that in accordance with the instruc- 
tions I received in Lord Wodehouse’s despatch No. 1 of the 17th ultimo, directing me to 


? 
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endeavour to ascertain whether the suspicions entertained by the Commander of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “Conflict” with respect to a slave-vessel captured by him 
on the 18th of September last off the African Coast, were correct, I have instituted 
certain inquiries, the result of which I have now the honour and satisfaction of reporting 
to your Lordship. 

I have ascertained that the vessel in question cleared from Santander in August last, 
bound for Buenos Ayres; that she proceeded to a small port named Riva-de-Sella in 
Asturias, where she received extra men and slave-fittings, and that she was captured by 
the “ Conflict ” in latitude 1° 35’ north, longitude 10° 10’ west, as described in Lord Wode- 
house’s despatch above referred to. 

I have the honour to state to your Lordship that the investigations which have led to 
the above discovery required to be conducted with considerable circumspection, and that 
this has caused the delay which has taken place in forwarding the information I was 
instructed to endeavour to obtain. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORACE YOUNG. 





No. 432 


Consul Young to Lord J. Russell.— (Received March 20.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Bilbao, March 15, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 1 
of the 6th ultimo, transmitting copies of the papers relating to the Slave Trade, which 
were presented to the two Houses of Parliament during the Session of 1859. 


I have, &c, 
(Signed) HORACE YOUNG. 
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No. 438. 


Mr. Hammond to Consul Brackenbury. 
(No. 3.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 9, 1859. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acquaint you that information has been 
received in this Department to the effect that a <uaeel called the “ Tacony,” belonging to 
the notorious slave-trader Botelho, barque riggéd, and of about 360 tons burthen, sailed 
from New York for Cadiz on the 11th of February last, and it is stated that she is 
intended to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

I am to desire that you will make inquiries, and report to his Lordship any infor- 
— that you may be able to procure respecting this vessel and the parties interested 
in her. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





No. 434. 


Consul Brackenbury to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13.) 
(No. 3.) 


My Lord, Cadiz, March 31, 1869. 


IN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 2, dated the 10th 
instant, transmitting to me two despatches, one from Her Majesty’s Consul at Puerto 
Rico, the other from Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Thomas, containing information 
respecting the stranding of a barque with 800 slaves on board, off the port of Humacao, 
at the east end of the Island of Puerto Rico, I have the honour to acquaint your Lord- 
ship that I have not been able to obtain any information of this vessel having been fitted 
out at this port. 

Should my efforts hereafter be more successful, I will not fail to apprise your 
Lordship. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY. 
No. 435. 
™ Consul Brackenbury to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 27.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Cadiz, April 19, 1859, 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship in reply to Mr. Hammond’s despatch 
No. 8, dated 9th instant, that the American barque “ Tacony,’ W. Bower, Master, 
arrived here from New York on the 15th of March with a cargo of slaves for Don Justo 
Yofii y Sobrino, wine merchant at Jerez, and sailed on the Sth instant in ballast for 
Palermo. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY. 
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No. 436. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Brackenbury. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, . Foreign Office, December 9, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information a copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Consul at Loanda,* and reporting the capture by Her Majesty’s 
ship ‘‘ Viper ” of a slaver called the “ Rosa,’’ which is stated to have cleared from Cadi 
in ch last under Spanish colours for the West Coast of Africa. 

T have to instruct you to make inquiries as to who were the owners, or other parties 
interested in this vessel, and you will endeavour to obtain any further particulars 
respecting the “ Rosa” which may tend to show who were the parties interested in this 
slave-trading adventure. 


: I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 487. 


Consul Brackenbury to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 
(No. 5.) 


My Lord, Cadiz, December 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship in reply to your despatch No. 5 
dated the 9th instant, that the Spanish brigantine “Rosa” was purchased by a 
Portuguese, Antonio Augusto Oliveira Botelho, and was fitted for a slave-trading adven- 
ture, in conjunction with a Spaniard, D. Emiliano Martinez, who arrived here from Lisbon, 
and both embarked in the “ Rosa,” which was commanded by José Vidal, and was 
cleared at this Custom-house on the 13th of March last with fruit from Campeché. 

Botelho has been here lately, and returned to the Havana in the Spanish packet on 
the 12th instant. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY. 
No. 438. 
Consul Brackenbury to Lord John Russell.—(Received February 28.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Cadiz, December 31, 1859. 


THE communications which I have had the honour of addressing to the Foreign 
Office during this year upon the subject of the oii co are in number six. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) | J. M. BRACKENBURY. 
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No. 439. 


™ ‘eae Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 5.) 
(No. 3. 
My Lord, Havana, February 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 17th ultimo, transmitting for my information a copy of the papers relating 
to the Slave Trade, which were presented by Her Majesty’s command to the two Houses 
of Parliament during the Session of 1858. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 440. 


Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 5.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 4, 1859. 


I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a letter which, on the 30th of 
January, I addressed to the Captain-General of Cuba, complaining of and requesting 
information respecting a landing of 600 odd Bozal negroes, which took place about ten 
days previously, in the district of Sagua la Grande, and I have to report to your Lordship 
that at this date I have not received any answer from Sh Excellency. 

ve, &c. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 440. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, January 30, 1859. 

I BEG leave to request that your Excellency will be pleased to favour me, for the 
information of Her Majesty’s Government, with any particulars which may have been 
received relating to the landing of a cargo of 500 and odd Bozal negroes, which (I 
have learnt) was effected about ten days ago in the district of Sagua la Grande at 
Las Pozas. 

This violation of the law was, I understand, carried into effect with complete success, 
the negroes having been sold as soon as they were landed, and distributed upon the estates 
in the neighbourhood. a. l 

ve 


I » &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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No. 441, 


Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received April 5.) 
(No. 5.) 


My Lord, Havana, March 5, 1859. 

[ HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a translation of a 
communication which, on the 25th ultimo, I found it my duty to address to the Captain- 
General of Cuba, in consequence of the detailed information which I had then received 
from my correspondent at Santa Isabel de las Lafas, of the landing, at Rancho Veloz, in 
the district of Sagua la Grande, of a numerous cargo of slaves, and their transit nearly 
across the island, from the place of landing to Santa Isabel de las Lajas, with an escort 
and the connivance of the Spanish authorities. 

Your Lordship will notice that this is another landing in the district of Sagua since 
that denounced in my letter to General Concha of the 30th January, referred to in m 
last despatch to Fae Lordship, so it would seem as if that place were likely to become 
as notorious as Cardenas has been of late for the successful disembarkation of expedi- 
tions from Africa. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 441. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


(Translation) Havana, February 25, 1859. 
FROM Santa Isabel de las Layas I have received the following communication : 


“On the evening of Friday, the 18th instant, a lot of Bozal negroes, of the Congo 
nation, were introduced into this district from the jurisdiction of Sagua la Grande, 
having been landed at Rancho Veloz, the Captain (police officer) of said Sagua, it is 
said, furnishing them with cedulas. They were introduced into this district of Las 
Lajas by the north side or Cuarton de Soledad, and are hidden by D. Narciso Madrazo 
on his estate at Santa Rosa, in considerable number. The Captain of this district is 
aware of this scandalous affair, having been bribed. Among the armed men who 
accompanied the negroes was D. José Lage, Lieutenant of the district of Soledad, 
through which they were passed into this. 

“The negroes are now on the sugar estate, but they can be hidden upon three more 
properties, viz., the Esperanza, Buen Retiro, and another farm, all in this district, and 
belonging to Madrazo, but if the commission (from the Government) is given to the 
Captain of this district, it will be productive of nothing, as he is in league with the 
slave-traders. Let the sugar estate and its woodlands be searched, and I am sure they 
will find the negroes, and in case of their being hidden, let the properties mentioned 
be also searched. With these particulars, it is impossible for them to escape capture, 
that is, if the Judge fulfils his duty and executes it with the greatest silence.” 


Which information I hasten to lay before your Excellency, in order that you 
may take whatever steps in regard thereto which may be considered necessary. 
God preserve, &c. 





(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 442. 
The Eurl of Malmesbury to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 1859. 


1 HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, an extract of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope,® and relative to the Traffic in 
Slaves which is carried on on the East Coast of Africa for the supply of the Cuban 
market. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


* Class A, presented 1859, No. . 
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No. 443. 


Mo. 6 " eainenneienl Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 11.) 
(No. 6. 


My Lord, Havana, March 12, 1859, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 4, dated the 4th instant, I have the honour 
of laying before your Lordship a copy and translation of the Captain-General’s answer 
to my communication addressed to his Excellency on the 30th January, and referring 
also to the letter I addressed to him respecting the landing of Bozal negroes at Sagua, 
and at Bahia de Santa Clara, in the district of Cardenas. 

Your Lordship will perceive that General Concha denies the landing of those 
cargoes, although he admits that a suspicious vessel was seen near Cardenas, and another 
near Sagua, after which a Spanish cruizer was despatched in both instances, but without 
having succeeded in falling in with either of them. 

I have no doubt that both these slavers were able to evade the Spanish cruizers, 
and I am equally satisfied that they succeeded im safely landing their cargoes and 
escaping afterwards, to repeat their voyages to the Coast of Africa. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 443. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, March 5, 1859. 


I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 4th instant, in which you 
acquaint me that you have been informed of a landing of 400 to 500 Bozals in the 
jurisdiction of Cardenas, and that another disembarkation had taken place on the 28th 
of the same month. 

I have heard nothing of’ the second landing, and, therefore, believe it did not take 

lace. As regards the first one, I am enabled to state to you, that the Capitan de 
Perdito of Guamutas informed me, on the 27th ultimo, that at p.m. that day a suspi- 
cious vessel had been seen, which had fired several guns. He gave the same report to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Cardenas, who immediately sent out a schooner-of-war, 
and according to what he reported to me next day, the suspicious vessel had disappeared 
from those waters; but a suspicious vessel having also been seen near Sagua on the 
2nd instant, the Lieutenant-Governor of that district sent out another war-schooner in 
chase of her, and, on receiving this information by telegraph, the same day, I instantly 
despatched Her Majesty’s steamer “Conde de Venadito,” not having yet heard the 
result, and I believe that the suspicious vessel has finally gone away, if she has not been 
lost, and that, consequently, the landing has not taken place. 

God preserve, &c. 





(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 
No. 444. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 28, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith for your information copies of two despatches received at 
the Admiralty,* the one from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” reporting 
the capture off the River Killongo of a brigantine fully equipped for the Slave Trade, 
without colours or papers; the other, from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Sharpshooter,” reporting his having captured a brigantine off Whydah, supposed to be 
the “‘ Dorado,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade, also “ee colours or papers. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





* Class A, Nos. 299 and 300. 
2U2 


392 SPAIN. (Consular) —Havana. 


No. 446, 


Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 16.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Havana, April 28, 1859. 

THE preparations for slave-trading continue upon an extensive scale, which, indeed, 
is not to be wondered at, considering the golden results of such expeditions. The com- 
paratively small cost of their of Laren and the chances in favour of success, as they are 
sure of getting the negroes safely introduced here, they know that we have no cruizers in 
these waters, and that they have only to escape our African Squadron, in which so many of 
them have succeeded, and so many are sent out, that it is impossible to intercept them 
all, even with the untiring vigilance of our naval officers. 

The slave-traders continue to avail themselves of American vessels, which are 
despatched under the American flag, whether from the ports of the United States, or from 
Cuba, and they are so covered, that neither the authorities here or in the States are able 
to detain them. 

Mr. Consul Mure writes me, 4th instant, from New Orleans, that the ship “ Rebecca,” 
534 tons, Carter, Master, had cleared out for the Congo river; manifest not to be 
seen; cleared by the Spanish firm of Pratts, Pujol & Co. There can be little 
doubt as to the nature and objects of this vessel’s voyage. The slave-traders have 
become more bold in their operations, and no longer clear their ships for Teneriffe 
and a market, but direct for the Slave Coast of Africa, and the United States District 
Attorney told me, that it was useless for the Collector to seize vessels suspected of being 
fitted out for the Slave Trade, or to prosecute the parties, as he had failed in every 
instance to obtain a conviction, and had no hope of doing so as long as the morbid 
feeling continued to prevail upon that subject. 

His Excellency the Captain-General, under date the 16th instant, informs me that 
his attention having been called to the clearance for San Thomé of the American bri 
“ William M. Grotton,” 240 tons, by a person, Don Gregorio Tejedor, he had no | 
an investigation, and that the result was, that “although it was suspected said vessel was 
to be engaged in the Slave ‘Trade, as her papers were all in order, and there was nothing 
to warrant a formal declaration, he was obliged to allow her to depart.” 

Don Gregorio Tejedor is a notorious slave-trader, and as I have, since the vessel 
sailed (19th instant), ascertained that she had on board 38 pipes of water, and 160 
shooks, to be set up for more water-casks, 224 bags of rice, 60 barrels of biscuit, and a 
cooking stove. Should the ‘‘ Grotton,” be fallen in with by any of our cruizers, there 
will be enough found to condemn her ; but I presume that, like all the rest of similarly 
a vessels, she will be at once given up, as being without papers of any 
kind. 

On the 20th instant the American brig “ Lillie Mills,’”? 199 tons, was cleared at this 
port for St. Pablo de Loanda, by J. Newcomb. Said Newcomb is a person calling 
himself an American citizen, whose services the slave-traders have for a long time 
availed of here to cover their ownership of American vessels, and the “ Lillie Mills” 
having been stranded on the Colorado Reef, from whence she was got off and sold cheap, 
was eminently suited for the slavers’ purposes. 

The notorious Captain Don Eugenio Vifias, it is said, has lately sailed again for 
the Mozambique Channel on board a large vessel, capable of bringing 1,000 or 1,200 slaves, 
but his supporters and partners here are so influential that there is no notice published 
of the clearance or sailing of the ship in which he went, although there is little doubt he 
sailed in the Chilian ship “ Eloisa,” (sailed 9th April) referred to in the Commissioners’ 
despatch of the 12th ultimo, 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 446, 


” Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 2.) 
(No. 8.) 


My Lord, Havana, May 8, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 2, dated the 12th March, transmitting to me a copy ofa despatch from his Excellency 
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the Governor of Jamaica, inclosing copy of a despatch dated 17th December last, which 
he had received from the Superintendent of British Honduras, by which it appears 
that a trade in Yucatan Indians is still carried on to Cuba. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instruction that 1 should report to your Lordship, 
and also to her Majesty’s Minister at Mexico, whether any considerable number of these 
Indians are now introduced into this island, I have the honour of stating to your Lordship 
that, for some time past, there have been very few Indians brought here from Yucatan, 
and I am of opinion that these poor ple, having become fully aware of the practice 
and inducements held out by the authorities of that country to entrap them and force 
them to contract themselves, are now so cautious that they evade the diligence of their 
persecutors, 

I had not lost sight of this infamous Traffic, and had the fullest information as to 
all the circumstances, and the participation of the Government of Merida de Yucatan in 
the profits of this ungodly man-stealing ; but as it has, happily, dwindled into insig- 
nificance, there is, at present, hardly any room for interference; but I beg to assure 
your Lordship that my vigilance is not diminished, and | shall not fail to interpose my 
preventive representations upon any ‘well-authenticated symptoms of a revival of those 
iniquitous and oppressive measures, which are a disgrace to the whole inhabitants of 


Yucatan. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
es 





No. 447. 


Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 2.) 
(No. 9.) 


My Lord, Havana, May 6, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 3, dated the 19th March, inclosing, for my information, a copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, reporting the capture of the slave vessels “Juliet” and 
“Dorado” by Her Majesty’s ships “Archer” and “Sharpshooter,” and containing 
information respecting the Slave Trade in the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

Mr. Consul Campbell’s remark as to the increased influence of the slave-traders 
with the Chiefs and Rulers at that part of the coast of Africa, will easily be understood 
by your Lordship, after having seen my despatches as to the extensive preparations made 
here for carrying on the Traffic, which it has been my duty to report for some time past ; so 
that it would seem as if there was really no check whatever to their abominable practices. 
Indeed, they know that, if they can escape the vigilance of our African Squadron, they 
may count upon success here, and an enormous gain, as the consequence of connivance 
and venality. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


ee ee eee 
No. 448. 


Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 16.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, Havana, May 20, 1859. 

IT is now about three weeks since a merchant vessel, which arrived here, reported 
having seen two vessels, apparently steamers, which were hovering or laying to off 
Nuevas Grandes, a place near Bayamo, in the old Bahama Channel; and as the 
Filibusters from New York, whose expedition miscarried, and who were taken to Hayti, 
intended to have effected their landing at that place, it was supposed that said steamers 
might have brought an armed force of some considerable importance; and, in 
consequence, the “ Petronella” (screw) frigate was sent off tu that part of the coast, 
from whence she returned, without her having fallen in with anything suspicious. 

But a day or two after the frigate had left this, it was rumoured that the two 
vessels, apparently steamers, reported as having been seen off Nuevas Grandes, had landed, 
not a force of Filibusters, but a number, variously stated at 3,000 and 5,000, slaves; and 
this rumour was not only most generally circulated, but as generally believed ; and the 
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Spanish Admiral’s version of it to me was, that these slaves had been brought to America 
first, and were from thence brought in two American steamers to the Coast of Cuba. 

Subsequently, I received a report from the British Vice-Consul at Cardenas to the 
effect that a large number of Bozals had been landed to the eastward, and, by the 
following mail, he reported the place of landing to have been Bayamo, me | the 
number 3,000. 

Under these circumstances, I, on the 12th instant, wrote to the Captain-General, 
requesting information as to this affair. Copy of my letter, and of his Excellency’s 
answer, I have now the honour of laying before your Lordship. General Concha states 
that the Government have no intelligence whatever of such landing, that the disem- 
barkation of such a number of slaves could hardly have been effected without their 
leaving some traces, and that there having been no unusual number of cedulas taken 
out, his Excellency is disposed to conclude that the information which I participated to 
him was incorrect. 

I, on the contrary, have no doubt that two very numerous expeditions of slaves 
were landed from the two vessels which were seen off Nuevas Grandes, probably 
exceeding the 3,000 which I denounced to his Excellency. That they were landed is the 
belief of every body here ; and if we advert to numerous other well-authenticated cases of 
a similar nature, se as many as 900 Bozals, with a mounted escort of some 200 white 
men, have passed through the country, without its having been reported to the Govern- 
ment, or their having experienced the slightest let or hindrance at their landing, or on 
their journey, it is not at all extraordinary that they left no traces. 

or is the allusion made to the cedulas a better test, since it is quite well known 
that any number of these protections can be obtained at any time by the slave-traders 
to answer their purpose, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 448. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, May 12, 1859. 

IT has been reported to me that a very extensive landing of Bozal negroes has 
been effected lately on the north coast of this island, near Bayamo; the numbers 
are said to have been upwards of 3,000, brought by two steam-vessels, which left the 
coast soon after the disembarkation of their cargoes. 

I request that your Excellency will be pleased to acquaint me, for the information 
of Her Majesty’s Government, such particulars as may have reached your Excellency 
upon this subject. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 448. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation. ) Havana, May 18, 1859. 


I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 12th instant, in which you 
placed before me the information which you have received of a disembarkation of 3,000 
Bozal negroes having been effected lately on the north coast of the island near Bayamo, 
which are said to have been brought by two steamers, which left as soon as the disem- 
barkation was effected. > 

This is the first report I have of such an occurrence, and of which neither the 
district authorities nor those adjoining have notified me. 

Your Honour is aware that so numerous an expedition could not have been intro- 
duced without leaving some trace, and as no note of such an occurrence has been made 
in any of the Government dependencies, I hold as unfounded the rumours which your 
Honour intimates to me, being strengthened, in my opinion, by there not being any 
perceptible change in the issue of cedulas of this class. Any such change being neces- 
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sarily evident were the occurrence which your Honour intimates in your said communi- 
cation certain. 


God preserve, &c, 
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





No. 449. 


(No. 1 ‘oie Crawford to the Karl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 16.) 
o. 11. 


My Lord, Havana, May 20, 1889. 

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter which I 
addressed to the Ca sain-Gieneral of Cuba, on the 16th instant, denouncing a landing of 
250 and more Bozal negroes, which took place recently at Punta de Perdices, in the 
Ensenada de Cochinos, on the south side of this island, with a short history of the 
proceedings of the slave-traders and those in connexion with them, in this instance, 
which has been sent to me by a person of my confidence, upon whose information I can 
implicitly rely. 

ak with reference to the observations which I did myself the honour of submit- 
ting to your Lordship upon the Captain-General’s answer with regard to the disembark- 
ation complained of as having been effected recently at Bayamo, I would respectfully 
draw your Lordship’s attention to the fact of the 250 Bozals of this expedition, belonging 
to Don Tomas Terry, having passed from the place of landing to “the Carinanera,” 
thence on a “chalan” or flat boat, to Mr. Terry’s store in Cienfuegos, without their 
transit being reported to the Government, and to the other fact, of their being provided 
with cedulas from Havana for their protection—the objection of the coast-guardman, 
or carabinero having been overbalanced by the close texture of the metal in the ten 
gold pieces he accepted, and which purchased his silence on this occasion. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 449. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, May 16, 1859. 

IT is my disagreeable duty to complain to your Excellency of a landing of Bozal 
negroes, which took place lately at Punta de Perdices, Ensenada de Cochinos. 

The vessel, a brig of American build, was under the charge of a certain Don 
Emeterio Undures, a Biscayan. I have not been informed as to the whole number of 
slaves that were landed, but 250 of them were brought by land to a place called 
‘the Carinanera,” from whence, in a flat chalan, they were brought to Cieufuegos, and 
deposited in the store of Don Tomas Terry. 

This operation was observed, by one of the carabineros, to whom the cedulas 
obtained from Havana were shown, but the carabinero, seeing that the negroes were 
entirely Bozals, was not satisfied, and it was necessary to purchase his connivance with 
gold, which was done. Afterwards, I am informed, those 250 Bozals were distributed 
on the estates of Don Tomas Terry and of Don Julio Lebral, who is the refaccionista of 
several estates, and the rest of the negroes of this cargo are at a corral, between the 
south coast and the north-east part of the Bay of Jagua (en el Monte). 

I have stated these facts for such measures as your Excellency may deem it 
expedient, and I have to add, that there are two more cargoes of slaves almost hourly 
expected to arrive at that part of the coast of this island. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS, T. CRAWFORD. 








336 SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana. 
No. 450. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 6.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 29, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of’ a letter from Lieutenant 
Burton, commanding her Majesty’s ship “Triton,”* reporting the circumstances 


attending the capture of a schooner called the “ Regla,” fully equipped for the Slave 
Trade, off Mesel, on the 4th May last. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


a 








No. 461. 


—" Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 30.) 
(No. 12.) 


My Lord, Havana, May 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s No. 4, 
dated the 8th of April last, transmitting, for my information, an extract of a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, relative to the Traffic in 
Slaves which is carried on on the East Coast of Africa for the supply of the Cuban 
market. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 








No. 452. 


Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 80.) 
(No. 13.) 


My Lord, Havana, May 28, 1859. 

I HAVE}the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 5 
of the 28th ultimo, inclosing, for my information, copies of two letters received at the 
Admiralty, the one from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Triton,” reporting the 
capture, off the river Kilongo, of a brigantine, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, without 
colours or papers, and the other from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Sharp- 
shooter,” reporting his having captured a brigantine off Whydah, supposed to be the 
“ Dorado,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade, also without colours or papers. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 








No. 458. 


Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 30.) 
(No. 14.) 


My Lord, Havana, June 9, 1859. 

ON the 30th ultimo, the American merchant schooner “Cumberland ” brought into 
this port a barque, which she fell in with, abandoned at sea, about thirty miles from 
Matanzas, and from the fact of a log-book being found on board, bearing the name 
“Julia J. Cobb,” there is no doubt that it is the same vessel denounced in my despatch 
No. 27 of the 31st December last, as having sailed on the 20th for the coast of 
Africa. 

Subsequently, it has been ascertained that the “Julia J. Cobb” landed a cargo of 
about 640 Bozals between Canasi and Santa Cruz, two small inlets near Matanzas, and 
Mr. Vice-Consul D’Costa reports to me that a portion of the e ition has been captured 
by the authorities, the cargo having been sold at 850 do for each negro, with 
cedulas!  ~ 


* Class A, No. 316. 
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Mr. Vice-Consul Rebello has also reported that a landing of Bozal negroes took place on 
the 4th instant at Punta de la Tejo, and that the Lieutenant-Governor of Cardenas had 
gone to the spot, in order to inquire into the matter. 

I have duly denounced these infractions of the law and of the Treaty to the 
Captain-General, but have not yet received any reply from his Excellency. 

T have to report that the American schooner “ Enterprise” cleared for Carthagena in 
ballast, and sailed on the 3rd instant for the coast of Africa. She belongs to the 
notorious slave-trader Don Gregorio Tejedor. 

The yacht “ Wanderer” sailed for Matanzas on the 5th instant, and will no doubt 
complete her outfit for the Slave Trade either there or at some of the cays on the north 
side of Cuba. 

The American brigantine “ Brownsville,” 147 tons, is likewise said to have proceeded 
to Africa in search of slaves. 

A Spanish brig, the “ Fomento,” was cleared on the 6th instant for Savannah by a 
slave-trading firm, and it is suspected that she is also eg for the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 464. 


Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 5.) 
(No. 15.) 


My Lord, Havana, June 29, 1859, 

MR. HUNT, Her Majesty’s Consul in Puerto Rico, having informed me that a 
Spanish schooner, the “ Terrible,” had been despatched from the port of Humacuo, in 
ballast, for the Island of St. Thomas, on the 27th of May last, but that instead of going 
there she had proceeded to this island with a cargo consisting of seventy-six Africans, 
who had formed part of the cargo which was landed at Humacao from the barque 
“ Majestic,” in February last, I lost no time in acquainting his Excellency the Captain- 
General with this circumstance, and I have the honour of laying before your Lordship a 
copy of my letter to him, and of his Excellency’s answer, by which it appears that no 
report of the landing of these negroes had reached this Government up to the 22nd 
instant. 

As the voyage from Puerto Rico to Cuba is very short, I have not the least doubt 
but that the schooner “ Terrible” accomplished her adventure in safety early this month, 
and it is not remarkable that no intelligence of the landing should have reached the 
Captain-General, inasmuch as the operations of the slave-traders are carried on in such a 
manner as to frustrate the orders of the Government and to insure silence on the part of 
those whose duty it is to oppose any attempt at the infraction of the Treaty between 
Great Britain and Spain for the abolition of the Slave Trade. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 454. 
Consul Hunt to Consul-General Crawford. 


Sir, Puerto Rico, June 2, 1859. 

IN the month of February last about 850 Africans were landed from the barque 
“ Majestic,” flag unknown, near the port of Humacao, in this island; the vessel and her 
cargo were seized by the authorities and full possession of them obtained. Notwith- 
standing this, however, upwards of 350 of these negroes were subsequently kidnapped and 
reduced to slavery. I have now the honour to transcribe, for your information, an extract 
of a communication received from the British Vice-Consul at Humacao relative to the 
disposal. of seventy-six of these missing Africans:— 

“The Spanish schooner ‘Terrible, was despatched from the port of Humacao, 
apparently in ballast, for the Island of St. Thomas, on Friday the 27th instant; but, 
instead of going there, she has proceeded to the Island of Cuba, taking on board at this. 
port seventy-six of the Africans from the “ Majestic ;” these unfortunate creatures were 
from - estates of Ramon Pon, José Maria Rios, Guzman, and'a person called José 
Migue Rad 

Crass B. 2X 
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“I am also informed that Don Salvador Cordova had taken out his passport at 
Humacao for the United States and has oe to the city (Puerto Rico) to take the 
Havana steamer, and it is supposed that he goes to sell these negroes,” 

Should any information reach you with reference to this matter, I should be much 
obliged if you would be good enough to communicate it to me, as General Cotoner is 
disposed to doubt the accuracy of the statement. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 454. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to Consul Hunt. 


Sir, Havana, June 22, 1859, 

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, respecting 
the clearance of the Spanish schooner “ Terrible” from Humacao for St. Thomas on the 
27th ultimo, but in reality destined for this Island of Cuba, with seventy-six of the 
Africans who formed part of the cargo of the “ Majestic.” 

I immediately informed the Captain-General of this circumstance, and also that 
D. Salvador Cordova might be expected here from the United States to sell these 
negroes, but up to this time I have not received any answer from his Excellency, nor 
have I been able to ascertain anything about the schooner “Terrible” or her cargo. 
Should I hear of any authenticated fact in connection with this adventure, I shall not fail 
to communicate it to you. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 454. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, June 18, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acquainting your Excellency that the Spanish schooner 
“ Terrible” was despatched from the port of Humacao, Puerto Rico, apparently in ballast, 
for the Island of St. Thomas, on Friday the 2Yth ultimo, but instead of going there she 
has proceeded to this island with seventy-six Bozal negroes, who formed part of the cargo 
of the “ Majestic,” which vessel landed about 850 Africans near Humacao, in February 
last. . 

These Bozals were from the estates of Ramon Pon, Don José Maria Rios, and others; 
a person called Don Salvador Cordova having left Humacao for Cuba for the purpose of 
selling the negroes in this island. 

I trust that this information will lead to the capture of the above-mentioned 
expedition, and I request the favour of your Excellency to acquaint me, for the 
information of Her Majesty’s Government, with such particulars as may have reached 
your Excellency, regarding the arrival of the “ ac * and the result of her voyage. 

7 ave, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 454. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, June 22, 1859. 

I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 13th instant, informing me 
of the departure of the Spanish schooner “ Terrible,’ in ballast, from Humacao for 
St. Thomas, which destination was a feigned one, as, instead of going there she arrived 
in this island with seventy-six negroes, Bozals, part of the cargo of 850 disembarked from 
the “ Majestic,” at Humacao last February, which negroes belonged to the individuals 
you mention, and were brought here by one Don Salvador Cordova. 
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I have not received any report of such circumstance, but in view of the details 
furnished by your Honour, steps are being taken to investigate the matter, and in due 
time I shall advise the result to your Honour. 

God preserve, &c, 


(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





No. 455. 


” Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 5.) 
(No. 16.) 


My Lord, Havana, July 6, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship, that two more cargoes of slaves 
have been landed within the last three weeks on the north side of this island, in the 
jurisdiction of Puerto Principe, the one consisting of about 600 Bozals, from an American 

arque, and the other of about 800, from a ship under Chilian colours. 

These infractions of the Treaty have been duly brought under the cognizance of the 
Captain-General ; but my letter dated the 30th ultimo has not yet elicited any reply 
from his Excellency, nor has any notice been taken of my denouncement of the landing 
which took place near Punta de Teja on the 4th ultimo. 

In the meantime the slave-traders have not been idle, and I have to report the 
sailing of the following vessels, whose destination is said to be the Coast of Africa :— 

The Spanish schooner “ Villa de Tocoa,” of about 100 tons, cleared in ballast for 
Genoa on the 12th ultimo, and belongs to Giral & Co., well known slave-traders. 

The “ Crimea,” alias “ Luisa,” which has been so often noticed in my despatches, 
sailed on the 19th ultimo as the Mexican brigantine “ Eloisa,” Diaz, Master, cleared for 
La Guaira in ballast. It appears that a certain Don Lorenzo Alfarro figures as the 
owner, and that the Mexican Consul, Don Ramon Carvallo, furnished the vessel with the 
papers requisite to leave this port. The “ Eloisa” is an American built brigantine, with 
a main topsail, has a billet-head, and is painted black. 

The Spanish brig “ Guanche,’ 294 tons, was cleared on the 22nd ultimo for 
St. Mary’s in ballast, fut is reported to have sailed for the Congo. 

The Spanish brig “ Eco” sailed on the 2nd instant: no entry of the clearance of any 
such vessel being found at the Custom-house. 

The American brig “ Wild Pigeon,” 194 tons, formerly a trader between this and 
New Orleans, left the latter port some time ago for the Coast of Africa. 

The American brigantine “ Heyward,” 101 tons, was cleared for Charleston with 
116 pipes of rum on the 11th ultimo; and the American brigantine “ James Ross,” 174 
tons, on the 22nd ultimo, with 170 pipes rum; but from the suspicious nature of their 
cargoes, I am inclined to think that these vessels have proceeded on a slave-voyage in 
the same way as the barque “ General Green,” which was cleared out in a similar manner 
in June last year. 

The American yacht “ Wanderer” has returned from Matanzas to Savannah, where 
her arrival is noticed in the American newspapers, Mr. Lamar, her owner, having failed in 
selling her over here. 

The Slave Trade has seldom been so brisk as it appears to be at the present moment, 
and as no dependence whatever can be placed upon the assurances of the Spanish autho- 
rities with regard to their observance of the Treaty, I doubt whether anything short of 
the resumption of preventive measures on an extensive scale in the waters of Cuba will 
ever affect any sensible diminution in the accursed Traffic. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 


P.S.—I have just learned that the vessel which sailed on the 2nd instant under the 
name of “ Eco,” was the Belgian brig “ Rubens,” of Antwerp, which was stranded some 
time ago near Cardenas, and was bought by Rodriguez and other slave-traders of 
Matanzas: she was got off, and has been repaired here. She sailed under the Belgian 
flag. 

JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosute 1 in No. 458: 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, June 30, 1859. 
IT has been reported to me that two vessels, an American barque and a Chilian 
ship, succeeded in landing respectively about 600 and 800 Bozal negroes on the north 
coast of this island, in the jurisdiction of Puerto Principe, about ten days ago. 
I respectfully request the favour of your Excellency to acquaint me with such 


aes as may have been received upon this subject, for the information of Her 
ritannic Majesty’s Government 


' Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) © JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inelosure 2 in No. 455. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, June 7, 1859. 

I HAVE received intelligence, to be relied on, that a landing of Bozal negroes 
took place on the 4th instant at Punta de Teja, and that the Governor of Cardenas had 
gone to the spot in order to investigate the matter. 

I have to request that your Excellency will do me the favour of acquainting me 
with such particulars as may have been received upon'this subject, for the information 
of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, 


&e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 








No. 456. 


Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received August 5.) 
(No. 17.) 


My Lord, Havana, July 9, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 16 of the 6th instant, I have now the honour 
of laying before your Lordship a translation of the Captain-General’s answer to 
my letter of the 30th ultimo, denouncing the landing of two cargoes of slaves in the 
district of Puerto Principe. 

His Excellency does not positively deny the accuracy of my information, but 
“convinced of the morality and zeal of the late Lientenant-Governor of that district,” he 
judges it impossible that any such occurrence could have taken place without that 
officer’s knowledge. 

The slave-traders generally consider no moment so favourable as that when a 
change of Governor is about to take place, and it has always been observed that, on 
such occasions, landings are successfully effected, probably owing to the ex-Governor 
and his successor being occupied in the formalities attending the delivering up of the 
command, and also to the inaction of the subordinate authorities of the district, who 
generally wait to ascertain the animus of their new Chief, as has been so frequently seen 
of late, especially in the jurisdiction of Cardenas. 

Without wishing in any way to detract from the Captain-General’s favourable 
opinion of the Brigadier Morales de Rada, the late Lieutenant-Governor of Puerto 
Principe, I beg leave most respectfully to state to your Lordship, that as my information 
comes from a trustworthy source, I must conclude that the landings complained of did 
actually take place, althongh they may have escaped the vigilance otf the superior 
officers of the Goveranent of the island. 


| IT have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure in No. 456. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, July 4, 1859. 

I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of 30th ultimo, stating to 
me that you had received information of two landings of 600 and 800 Bozal negroes in 
the jurisdiction of Puerto Principe, and, at the same time, requesting to be made 
acqnainted with any particulars which this Government might have received upon the 
subject, for the information of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. 

Absolutely no advice nor information, either verbal or written, have I received 
with respect to any such landings, and, far from believing that they have been effected, 
convinced as I am of the morality and zeal of the Brigadier Don Joaquin Morales de 
Rada, who has just given up the command as Lieutenant-Governor of that district, I 
deem it impossible that said landings could have even been attempted without their 
being instantly reported to him, and his making use of every resource at his command 
to prevent them or to capture all the negroes. 

This is all I can inform your Honour in reply to your said communication. 

(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





No. 457. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 23.) 
(Separate.) 


My Lord, London, August 23, 1859. 

I BEG leave to acquaint your Lordship that I shall return to my duties in Cuba 
by the mail-steamer that sails for Havana on the 2nd proximo, should your Lordship 
have any instructions for me previous to my departure from England. 

It appears to me, that the promise of a reward might, occasionally, lead to the 
obtaining of information as to the ownership of vessels under the American flag sailin 
from the ports of Cuba, to be emploved in the Slave Trade, and, therefore, ware 
submit to your Lordship’s consideration the expediency of my being authorized to hold 
out that expectation to those who, for such a consideration, may be disposed to furnish 
reliable information, which would lead to the capture of such even. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 458. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—( Received August 23.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, London, August 23, 1859. 

UPON my application to this Department for a similar indulgence to the Consular 
officers in Cuba, to that which is granted to Her Majesty's Consuls at New Orleans, 
Mobile, Savannah, and Charleston, for leave of absence during the sickly season, 1 was 
able to show, by the statistics of Havana, that the yellow fever prevails every year, 
with terrible effects, from June till October, and that, in fact, the sickly season in Cuba 
is more to be dreaded than it is at either of the places in the United States I have 
mentioned, where the Consuls are every year allowed to be absent for three months, 
without any deduction from their salaries. The Earl of Malmesbury, in a despatch 
No. 15, dated the 15th July, 1858, was pleased to concede to the Consular Officers in 
Cuba, leave of absence for two months during the sickly season, and as to this indul- 
gence being extended to a period of three months, to put us on a footing with our 
colleagues of the Southern States of America, it would considered with the other 
matters to be determined with regard to the Consular Service in general. 

I would very respectfully beg leave to bi this subject under your Lordship’s 
notice, and request that the Consuls in Cuba should be entitled to an equal indulgence 
of three months’ absence without deduction of their salaries, as is allowed to those of 
Charleston, &c., the yellow fever prevailing every year in Cuba, whereas it is only now 
and then that this scourge makes its appearance in America. And I would most 
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tfully represent to your Lonel that my salary, as Her Majesty’s Commissary 
Judge, has been allowed me as on half-pay only, from the date that 1 availed myself of 
the indulgence of leave of absence (10th June last) during the sickly season, which I 
consider a great cig 

During a service of upwards of thirty years, in the tiferous climates of the 
Coast of Mexico and of Cuba, | was on leave of absence only three times, and was, on 
each occasion, subjected to the deduction of half-pay, such deduction operating so as 
almost to prevent me (coming from such a distance) from visiting England at all. 

I, therefore, most earnestly entreat your Lordship to allow the Consular Officers of 
Cuba three months’ leave of ¥ ted during the sickly season, and that that indulgence 
be granted to me also, in my capacity of Commissary Judge on this occasion. 

For myself, my Lord, I think it not likely I shall again avail myself of the indul- 
gence, as my absences have hitherto been at distances of about ten years, and to 
accomplish another such period of service I can hardly expect at my time of life. 

But I ask this boon for my brother officers, some of them, especially Her Majesty’s 
Arbitrator in the Mixed Court, not so well acclimated as I am, and I hope your Lord- 
ship will admit them to this indulgence like Her Majesty’s Consuls at any of the stations 
in the Southern States of the American Union mentioned. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T: CRAWFORD. 


No. 459. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 

(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 30, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 of the 29th of June last, I inclose for your 
information a copy of a letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope ” 
to Commodore Wise,* reporting the circumstances attending the capture of a barque 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, which is stated to have sailed from Havana on the 
25th of March last. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 460. 


Acting Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 31.) 

(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Havana, July 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 6 of the 29th ultimo, transmitting, for my information, a copy of a letter from the 
Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Triton,” reporting the circumstances attending the 
capture of a schooner called the “ Regla,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade, off Mesel, 
on the 4th of May last. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 461. 


Acting Consul-General Crawford to Lord J, Russell—( Received August 31.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Havana, August 4, 1859. 
MR. SMITH, the British Vice-Consul at Trinidad, having reported to me that some 
of the employés of the Sagua and Villa Clara Railway had been arrested under suspicion of 
having connived at the landing of some Bozal negroes, I addressed a letter on the subject 
to the Captain-General, and have now the honour of laying a copy thereof before your 
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Lordship, with the answer of his Excellency, which, without throwing any light wpon the 
affair, fully acknowledges the correctness of my information. 

I have since learned that the Manager and Clerks of the Sagua Rail:oad were 
liberated for want of proofs against them, but that it is nevertheless true that a cargo 
of Africans was landed near Jagua, and that sixty-four of the slaves were conveyed 
during the night by train into the country. % . 

ave, 


Cc. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 461. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, July 29, 1859. 
IT having been reported to me from a trustworthy source that a cargo of Bozal 
negroes was landed the week before last near Sagua, and that some of the employés of 
the Sagua Railroad are under arrest as accomplices in said disembarkation, I most 
respectfully request the favour of your Excellency to inform me what, ifany, particulars 
of this occurrence have reached your Excellency. 1% 
ave, 


, &C. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD: 





Inclosure 2 in No. 461. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, July 21, 1859. 

I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 12th instant, denouncing the 
disembarkation of a cargo of Bozals in the jurisdiction of Sagua, in consequence of which 
some of the employés of the Sagua Railroad have been arrested, and requesting to be 
informed of the particulars. 

In answer I must state to your Honour that proceedings have been instituted in 
order to clear up the circumstances which you communicate, and which the authorities of 
Sagua had previously reported to this Government. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 








No. 462. 


Acting Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 20.) 


My Lord, Havana, August 6, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship, that the American brigs 
“ Heyward” and “James Ross,” mentioned in my despatch No. 16 of the 6th ultimo, 
did not go to the coast of Africa, but arrived and discharged their cargoes of rum at 
Charleston. 

The schooner “ Enterprize,” which sailed from this port on the 3rd of June last, was 
run ashore on the coast of Florida by the crew, who murdered the Master and plundered 
the vessel, but some of them, who had proceeded in a boat to a lighthouse vessel, 
representing themselves as shipwrecked seamen, were arrested and sent for trial to 
Key West by the United States’ revenue-cutter “John Appleton.” 

The brig “ Guanche,” which cleared hence for St. Mary’s, is said to have loaded there 
for Teneriffe. 

The Vice-Consul at Cardenas has reported the sailing of the American brig 
“ Tavernier” from that port for the coast of Africa on a slave voyage. This vessel was 
cleared for Fernando Po by well known slave-traders, and after loading an assorted cargo 
of rum, muskets, and provisions, at Cardenas, she took in her water-casks and fittings at 
Cayo Cupey. d 

The American brig “‘ W. R. Kibby,” returned here with cattle from Florida, and is 
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now fitting out for Africa, but her late master having died of yellow fever a few days ago, 
the expedition may be, perhaps, abandoned, 

Thave just been informed that the American brig “W. H. Stewart,” of 200 tons 
burden, has ben sold here to the slave-traders, and that she will no doubt proceed to 
the coast of Africa. : 








T have, &c, 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 463. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul- General Crawford. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1859. 


I HAVE to state to you, in reply to your despatch of the 23rd ultimo, that I do 
not consider the Consulates in Cuba and those of the United States of America to 
be so much on the same footing in regard to health of climates as to justify the 
extension to the former of the full amount of indulgence in the matter of leave 
of absence on full salaries as is conceded to the latter, and I therefore cannot 
concede to you as Consul-General the privilege of being more than two months on 
fyll salary whilst absent from your post; but at the same time I am willing to place 
you, in regard to your salary as Commissary Judge, on the same footing as you are 
placed in regard to your salary as Consul-General, and allow you to draw your full salary 
in that capacity for two months while absent from your post during the unhealthy 
season. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 464. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the copy of a report which 
has been received at the Admiralty from Commander Hewett, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Viper,” * detailing the circumstances under which he boarded and captured a brigantine, 
without colours or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. | 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








No. 465. 


Acting Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 3.) 
(No. 21.) 


My Lord, Havana, September 5, 1859. 

IT is with great regret that I have to report to your Lordship that the Slave Trade 
continues to be carried on here almost as if there did not exist any obligation on the part 
‘of the Spanish Government for its suppression. : 

Notwithstanding the vigilance of our cruizers on the coast of Africa, many slave- 
vessels contrive to escape, aud during the past month no less than seven cargoes, con- 
sisting of about 4,500 slaves, are reported to have been landed at different places in this 
island, viz. :-— 

At Santa Cruz (Canasi), a cargo of about 800 Bozals, from a vessel supposed to be 
the — brig “‘ nr mag ivan _ ‘ ia 

At Siguapa, near nas, a cargo of 1,700 from a large American clipper ship. 

Two cargoes of $10 and 70 negroes each, in the neighbourhood of Cardenas, 

The former expedition was brought by a Spanish vessel called the “ Reglita,” and 
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the latter was landed from a vessel which left the Congo with 1,100 Africans, and lost all 
but 70, owing to an epidemic which broke out on the voyage. 
American vessel landed 1,400 slaves on the 15th August, near Sagua. 
— 2 Eatie about 700 was introduced near Bahia Honda, and another of 340 at 
iritu. 

IT have the honour of laying before your Lordship copies of two letters which I 
addressed to the Captain-General upon the 5 bg together with a translation of 
his Excellency’s answer, in which he states that he has no knowledge of any other 
landing than that of 340 slaves in the jurisdiction of Sancti Espiritu, in consequence of 
which he has removed the Governor and some of the other authorities of that district. 

His Excellency doubts the fact of the landing at Santa Cruz, because upon a report of 
preparations for such an event the Governor of the Eastern Department had sent a steamer 
to cruize in those waters: but he confounds the two places; that where the denounced 
landing was effected being about twenty-five miles to windward of Havana, whereas the 
other Santa Cruz his Excellency alludes to is on the south side of the island, and as it is 
a well known fact that all slave-vessels which reach Cuba succeed in landing their illicit 
cargoes, it is to be feared that another lot of human beings has been forced into hopeless 
slavery, the particulars of whose disembarkation have not transpired ; for, if the adventure 
the Captain-General mentions as having been expected at Santa Cruz on the south: side 
re nee effect a landing there, it has no doubt been managed at some other spot in this 
island. 

The “ Terrible,” which was reported in my despatch of the 29th June last, succeeded 
in running the seventy-six negroes she brought from Puerto Rico, but where has not been 
made public, and the authorities of the district in which these slaves were landed have 
not reported the circumstance to the Captain-General, 

That his Excellency should therefore be deceived, or that the numerous infractions 
of the Treaty of which I have complained should not have been reported to him by the 
officers in whose districts they occurred, is not surprising, the means employed by slave- 
traders to insure silence being all-powerful. 

Unless some means are devised to check the operations of the traders on this side 
I fear that the zeal and activity of our African Squadron will effect but little in putting 
down the inhuman Traffic. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 465. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, August 11, 1859. 

IT is again my disagreeable duty to denounce to your Excellency that a cargo 
consisting of about 310 Bozal negroes was landed on the 7th instant in the neighbour- 
hood of Cardenas, and that Messrs. Moré and Ajuria, of this city, are said to be the 
owners. 

Another expedition is reported to be daily expected at the same place where the 
above-mentioned landing was effected. 

I shall be happy to be informed that your Excellency’s orders have been strictly 
enforced by the authorities of Cardenas, and that the whole of the slaves have been 
captured, and I request the favour of your Excellency to furnish me with any details 
which may have reached you respecting this occurrence, for the information of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 465. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, August 24, 1859. 


INTELLIGENCE having reached me that three cargoes of Bozal negroes have 
been landed since the beginning of this month, one of about 800 at Santa “ (Canasi), 
Crass B, 
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another of about ,'700 at Sigus , and a third of about 700 near Bahia Honda, I hasten 
to report these infractions of the law, nest that not only has this intelligence already 
been made known to your cellench, t that sothe, if not the whole of these expedi- 
tions have been captured, and that the parties oy mong: have been brought to justice. 

ite circumstances attending the landing at Sar ta Cruz are said tb ‘havo ‘been most 
scandalous. ie ey ee a rer 

The vessels which — the negroes to Siguapa and’ Baliia Honda are reported to 
have been American, but [ have no doubt that these ‘scandalous proceedings have not 
escaped the vigilance of your Excellency’s officers, and I big hed request to be made 
acquainted with such particulars as may have reached your Excellency, for the informa- 
tion of Her British Majesty’s Government. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 465. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, August 27, 1859. 

I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 24th instant, denouncing 
the landing of three cargoes of Bozal negroes at different places in this island, and 
asking me for information or for the particulars of said landings. : 

In answer I have to state to your Honour that I do not believe that the landing at 
Santa Cruz has taken place, because I have been advised by his Excellency the Com- 
mandant-General of the Eastern Department, that in consequence of a rumour that a 
landing was being attempted, he had immediately sent the steamer “Don Juan de 
Austria” to cruize in those waters. 

Neither have I received advice either privately or officially of any other disem- 
barkation than that of 340 negroes in the jurisdiction of Sancti Espiritu, in consequence 
of which I have superseded the Governor of that district and the other functionaries, 
subjecting them to a judicial inquiry into their conduct. 

God preserve, &c. 


(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





No. 466. 


Acting Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Recetved October 3.) 
(No. 22.) 


My Lord, Havana, September 9, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 21 of the 5th instant, respecting the great 
increase of the Slave Trade, I have the honour of transmitting herewith a copy of a 
letter which I have just received from Mr. Vice-Consul Rebello, corroborating the infor- 
mation which I had previously reported to your Lordship with regard to three cargoes 
of slaves landed in the jurisdiction of Cardenas. 

I have further to report that the American-built barque ‘‘ Corinthian,” of about 
250 tons, is now fitting out at Cardenas for the coast of Africa, and although she will 
probably be cleared for Fernando Po, there is no doubt whatever as to the ultimate object 
of her voyage. This vessel was stranded on a reef near Cardenas, and was purchased 
by a company of notorious slave-traders, so that should she be fallen in with under 
American colours by any of our cruizers, there should be no hesitation in boarding her, 
as she is fully equipped for the illegal traffic, and has no right to the use of the flag of 
the United States. 

On the evening of the 7th instant, the Chilian brig “ La Mar,” sailed from this port, 
cleared for Valparaiso, but in reality bound on a slave voyage. This vessel was formerly 
the American brig ‘“‘ W. H. Stewart,” which was sold here to the slave-traders. 

I have been Tutbemell that there are now fitting out in this harbour-a brig and two 
schooners for the Coast of Africa. One of these last is called the “ Nicolasa,” and the 
other it is suspected is the “‘ Angelita,” but I have not yet been able to obtain the 
particulars. 

It seems almost superfluous for me to remark to your Lordship that there are 
numbers of vessels fitted out for the Slave Trade between Africa and this island, both 
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here, at other ports in Cuba, as well as in the United States, of which no information 
reaches us, for it is extremely difficult for Her Majesty’s Officers here to obtain any 
reliable accounts of such matters. 

Remonstrance with the authorities is of scarcely any weight, and if a stop is to be 
put to these scandalous proceedings, the remedy must come for ourselves, for the slave- 
traders manage their affairs so adroitly, that all hindrance to the outfit and departure of 
their vessels is removed some way or other, and in proof of this assertion, I have the’ 
honour of laying before your Lordship copies and translations of two letters which I 
received from the Captain-General some time , relative to the American b 
“ Lillie Mills” and “ W. M. Grotton,” both of which took in all their fittings and provi- 
sions at this port, and were cleared at the Custom-house for St. Paul de Loanda, and the 
Island of San Thomas, on the Coast of Africa, and yet, notwithstanding that the Captain- 
General was aware of the destination of these vessels, he did not order them to be 
searched or detained, because their papers appeared to be in order, and their clearance 
quite regular, his Excellency also considering that the penal law of 1845 is not 
applicable to any but Spanish vessels. 

If such is the case, there is nothing to prevent American or any other foreign 
vessels from fitting out here for the African Slave Trade, and thus it is that so many sail 
from this and other ports of Cuba, with perfect impunity. 

I would most respectfully urge the necessity of detaching some suitable vessels of 
Her Majesty’s Navy to cruize in these waters, as a means to check the boldness of the 
slave-traders, for, once clear of the Coast of Africa, there is no opposition to encounter 
in the conveyance and disembarkation of their a adventures. 

ve, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 466. 
Vice-Consul Rebello to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 


Sir, Cardenas, September 7, 1859. 

AFTER considerable difficulty I have succeeded in collecting during the past few 
days the following details (very meagre unfortunately) of sundry landings of Bozal 
negroes, effected lately in this jurisdiction. 

The chief one has been that of no less than 1,700 negroes, which took place about 
the 14th ultimo, at a small place called Siguapa in this bay. This cargo was brought 
from the coast in a large American clipper ship, on which an extra deck was built above 
the main deck, at the time of her leaving the Congo. I have not been able to discover 
her name, but I am informed that she was scuttled as soon as her cargo was landed. 

Information has also reached me of the landing of about 310 negroes, at Las Pozas, 
about the same date, from a schooner called the ‘‘ Reglita.” This lot, like the one 
above-mentioned, belongs, it is said, to a Joint Stock Company, which has been secretly 
formed here for slaving transactions. The “ Reglita,” it appears, was concealed for 
several months in a river on the Coast of Africa, waiting for her cargo, in fact, for so 
long a period that her owners had given her up, thinking that she had been captured by 
some of our cruizers. 

Another landing of a lot of seventy negroes (the sad relict of a cargo of over 1,100) 
has taken place here within the last few days. There are sundry rumours afloat.of 
insurrection, massacre, fearful mortality by fever, &c., all differing in their various 
intensities of horror, but the fact of the numbers taken on board and landed is 
acknowledged. 

The authorities of this district appear so strangely unconscious of what is going on, 
that one less favourably impressed than myself might be pardoned for questioning their 
desire of enforcing the very impotent laws of the Spanish Government, and knowing, as 
I do, the very great exertions used on all sides here to prevent my yung 2 information, 
I very naturally conclude that not a tithe of the landings are even known by me. 

The despatching of vessels for the coast of Africa has of late been carried on here 
without any regard to existing Treaties. 

On the 27th July, the American brig “ Tavernier” was cleared hence for Fernando 
Po. She went, and every one was aware of the fact, for ac of slaves. Her extra 
water-casks and provisions were sent on board, not surreptitiously, but in open day, from 
the main wharf, and under the very eyes of the authorities, and nevertheless, the only 
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reply to my inquiry of the Captain of the port, as to whether he had satisfied himself 
previous to clearing her that she was not destined for the Slave Trade, was, that it 
certainly looked very suspicious, but that he had no authority to search vessels, 

Another ship, the American barque “ Corinthian, is now being fitted out here, and 
re cea will encounter no greater opposition in obtaining her papers than did the 
« Tavernier.” 

The Island of Fernando Po — to have become the rendezvous of slavers. I 
understand that they clear thence for Havana, previous to taking in their cargoes, when 
the latter are ready for them on the mainland, and thus very considerably diminish the 
risk of condemnation in case of capture. I know that such are the arrangements 
proposed for the “ Tavernier’s” voyage. 

T have, &c. 
- (Signed) CHARLES REBELLO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 466. ° 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, April 16, 1859. 

IT having been reported to me that the American brig “ William M. Grotton” 
was preparing to sail for the Portuguese island of San Tomé on the Coast of Africa, 
for which place Don Gregorio Tejedor was despatching her, I endeavoured to obtain 
the necessary particulars in order to ascertain whether there was any motive for 
detaining her. 

With this view I addressed the Chief of the Police of the island, who states to me 
his suspicions that the vessel ia destined for the Slave Trade; but as her papers are in 
proper order, and as there is no sufficient reason for a formal detention, I could not do 
otherwise than allow her to sail; which I state to your Honour in order that you may 
report it to your Government in case it should think fit to give any instructions to the 
British naval forces stationed on the African coast for the suppression of the said 
Traffic. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 466. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, May 9, 1859. 


THE Intendente-Geral communicated to me, on the 14th and 19th ultimo, that the 
American brig “ L. Mills,” Weeks, consigned to Francis Newcomb, had opened her 
register for San Paulo de Loanda, on the coast of Africa. 

From the private information which I asked for from the Chief of Police it appears 
that this vessel is intended to bring a cargo of negroes to this island; but notwith- 
standing these particulars, and considering that the provisions of the penal law of 
1845 do not apply to foreign vessels, I have in reply instructed the Intendente not to 
interdict the departure of said brig, ordering at the same time that the fact be made 
known to your Honour, for such purposes as you may think proper, and that it be 
reported to Her Majesty’s Government, which I shall do by the next mail-packet. 


“God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





No. 467. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 8.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 27, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant 
Simpson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “Pluto,” to Commodore Wise,* and which has 
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been communicated to me by the Admiralty, reporting the capture of a slaver su 
to be the Spanish vessel ‘« ownun? ty, reporting ip pposed 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





No. 468. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October $1, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No 8 of the 27th instant, I transmit herewith, 
for your information, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Burton, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Triton,”* which has been communicated to me by the Admiralty, gg? the 
1 


coeur of a schooner, without colours or papers, fully equipped for the Slave 
rade. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 469. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No 10.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 81, 1859. 
WITH reference to my other despatch of this date, I inclose for your information 
the accompanying extracts of a letter from Commodore Wise,f which has been commu- 
nicated to me by the Admiralty, reporting the captures of slave-vessels recently made 
by Her Majesty’s cruizers on the African Coast. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 470. 


(No. 23, Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 1.) 
0. 23. 


My Lord, Havana, October 3, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of this series, dated the 30th of August, inclosing for my information a copy of a 
letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope” to Commodore Wise, 
reporting the circumstances of the capture of a barque, fully equipped for the Slave 
Trade, which is stated to have sailed from this port on the 25th of March last. 

Lieutenant-Commander Pike, in his letter to Commodore Wise, says, that the 
captured barque was stated by the Master (Antonio Huerta) to have been formerly the 
‘* Amanda and Maria ;” but I can find no trace of any such vessel having been here so 
as to have sailed on or about the 25th of March last. 

The American barque ‘‘ Amanda,” Bennis, Master, belonging to the House of Moses 
Taylor, New York, cleared from this port for New York with a cargo of produce on 
the 24th February last. She is at this moment in Havana from New York; the 
respectability of her owner leaving no room for a suspicion of her having been engaged 
in Rare Trade, and no other “‘ Amanda” has been here during the last twelve months, so 
that Don Antonio Huerta must have invented a name for the captured barque, probably 
to prevent the captors from examining the vessel more minutely, and discovering her real 
name, and the place she came from. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





* Class A, No. 372. + Class A, No. 369. 
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™ wee Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 1.) 
(No. 24. 


My Lord, Havana, October 8, 1859, 

THE Slave Trade continues to be carried on with increased activity, and few 
days pass by without the purchase of vessels for this demoralizing and detestable 
Traffic 


The “W. H. Stewart,” reported in the Acting Consul-General’s No. 20, dated 
the 6th August, I have ascertained was sold here 24th of that month, to a certain 
Don Pablo Calvet, said to be a citizen of Chili. She obtained the Chilian flag by 
authority of the Consul here, and sailed under the name of the “Za Mar,” cleared in 
ballast for Valparaiso. 

The American barque “ Pamphylia,” 240 tons, cleared 21st September, in ballast, 
for Omoa. 

The American schooner “ J. H. Toone,” 145 tons, cleared, in ballast, 17th September, 
for Ruatan. 

The American brigantine “ Tallulah,” 195 tons, was sold by her owner, an American 
citizen, Don Antonio Orta, of New Orleans, to a certain Don Juan Bautista Alexandre, 
said to be a Mexican citizen, and has obtained Mexican colours from the Consul here. 

All those vessels are, it is said, to be engaged in the Slave Trade; and I believe 
that there is no doubt a Joint Stock Company, with some $600,000 of capital, exists here 
for the purposes of slave-trading. That the principals are wealthy and influential 
parties, and are in connexion with certain of the authorities, who arrange for the safe 
and secret landing of the slaves, and providing them with cedulas and passes for their 
protection and transit, all upon the surest and best regulated bases, entitling them to 
reckon upon a continuous supply, if their vessels only succeed in escaping the vigilance 
of our cruizers. 

I need not state to the clearer perceptions of your Lordship, that necessarily such a 
Company has been formed and the business carried on with great caution and secrecy. 
I might name the principal shareholders, and the connexions of these traffickers, but it 
would be impossible for me to prove the facts against them. 

It would, therefore, be very desirable that our naval officers should be instructed to 
lay their hands on every letter or paper found on board of vessels captured or detained, 
or which may be found upon the persons of the masters and crews, as it is possible that, 
by that means, a clue may be found to unravel the mystery of the Slave Trade 
combinations which exist here and in other places in this island. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


——__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——____.___..... 





No. 472. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(Received November 1.) 
(No. 25.) 


My Lord, Havana, October 8; 1859. 
{ HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s despatch 
No. 7 of the 16th ultimo, transmitting to me, for my information, copy of a report 
received at the Admiralty from Commander Hewett, of Her Majesty’s ship “Viper,” 
detailing the circumstances under which he captured and destroyed a brigantine, without 
colours or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 473. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell._—( Received November 1.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Havana, October 8, 1859, 
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, 
signed by Mr. Hammond in your Lordship’s absence, dated the 16th ultimo, in reply to 
my despatch of the 22rd of August, stating that your Lordship does not consider the 
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Consulates in Cuba and those of the United States of America to be so much on the same 
footing in re; to health of climate as to justify the extension to the former of the tull 
amount of in nce in the matter of leave of absence on full salary, as is conceded to 
the latter, and that, therefore, your Lordship cannot concede to me, as Consul-General, 
the privilege of being more than two months on full salary whilst absent from my post ; 
but that, at the same time, your Lordship is willing to place me, in regard to my salary, 
as Commissary Judge on the same footing as I'am ‘placed in regard to my salary as 
Consul-General, and allow me to draw my full salary in that capacity for two months, 
whilst absent from my post during the unhealthy season. 

I have to thank your Lordship for your kind consideration in placing me, as respects 
my salary as Commissary Judge, on the same footing as had been conceded to me as 
Consul-General. 

I regret that your Lordship’s determination, as respects the position of Consuls in 
Cuba, should be, that they ought not to be entitled to the same indulgence on account 
of climate as is granted to some of Her Majesty’s Consuls in the srahealtky States of 
America, and, if it were permitted further to bring under your Lordship’s consideration 
our just claims for similar indulgence, in that case I should be prepared to show, by 
authentic and incontrovertible statistics, that, whereas the stations of Her Majesty’s 
Consuls in America to whom three months’ leave of absence is allowed on full pay, are 
only occasionally or periodically unhealthy, this island is every year invaded by yellow 
fever to a most dangerous extent, and there is no place in Cuba to which we can retire 
to be beyond its ravages, 








I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
ee 
No. 474. 
Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received ) 
(No. 26.) 
No. 475. 
Lord J, Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 8, 1859. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 26 of the 8th ultimo, I have to state to you 
that I am not unwilling to allow you to send to me the proofs which you offer to furnish 
in support of your claim to be placed on the same footing as Her Majesty’s Consuls in 
the Southern States of North America, in regard to the permission granted to them to 
absent themselves from their posts for three months, during the sickly season, without 
deduction from their salaries, I must, at the same time, state to you, that it does not 
follow that statistics relating only to yellow fever will not be sufficient, since yellow fever 
is prevalent at many places where it is not considered necessary to accord special leave 
without deduction of salary. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 476. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 12. Confidential.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, confidentially, for your information, a copy of a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, reporting his conversations with 
Marshal Serrano on the subject of the Cuban Slave Trade. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 477. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 


(No. 13.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 30, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of reports, as marked 
in the margin, which have been communicated to me by the Admiralty, relative to the 
capture of slavers by British cruizers on the African station.* 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 478. 


” Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—( Received December 2.) 
(No. 27.) 


My Lord, Havana, October 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship, a copy and translation 
of a decree which has just been promulgated by General Concha, doing away with the 
cedulas or tickets of protection for slaves in this island, a measure adopted in the year 
1854, and which it was supposed would have operated as a full and accurate registry, but 
which, owing to its waka tiniulbtration, was converted into a means (extensively had 
recourse to) for protecting newly landed slaves, the sale of said cedulas serving only 
the purposes of the slave-traders in combination with certain officers of the Government 
who were entrusted with their issue, but who, there is much reason for suspecting, were 
conniving at the illegal introduction of Bozals from Africa all the while. 

There has never been any statement published by the Government of Cuba that 
went to show any greater number of slaves in this island who, being protected by cedulas, 
may have been said to be registered, than 374,806, which was probably about half the 
number of that unfortunate class of persons ; and General Concha must’ have known, ever 
since the statements were published, which are referred to in the Slave Papers, Class A, 
page 18, 1856-7, that the issue of cedulas was of no use whatever as a registration. 

But the almost unlimited abuse of the issue of those tickets of protection which have 
been used by the slave-traders has greatly facilitated the introduction of Bozals during 
the last four years that the Traffic hasso much increased and has become so flourishing, so 
that the holders of such immense numbers of newly imported negroes were uneasy, least 
the corrupt system, I have so often denounced should be corrected, and the law of 
registry be honestly administered, which would affect their property; moreover, there 
must be considerable numbers of recently imported negroes, unprotected by cedulas, who 
had to be kept concealed, and so this sweeping measure has been devised of doing away 
with them altogether and reverting to the old system, authorizing the Governors, 
Lieutenant-Governors, and Captains of Districts, to give passes for the transit of slaves as 
formerly. 

I i not point out to the superior intelligence of your Lordship, that all the 
negroes, no matter how introduced (and my other despatches show how numerous they 
have been of late), are now safe, and that General Concha has secured the slave-traders 
up to the present time, which will add to the popularity he has attained with that class, 
who, as their profits are enormous, and there appears to be no check to the extension of 
their adventures, are daily becoming more numerous and influential here and elsewhere 
in the island. 

v' 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 478. 
Decree. 


(Translation.) Havana, October 25, 1859. 


THE dispositions which this supreme Civil Government has, from time to time, 
issued since the year 1854, in order to establish and organize the registration of slaves, 


* Class A, Nos. 
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and to put a stop to the abuses arising from the facility of of the vg of the cedulas 
created for that Bs. jy under the Decree of 19th December of that year, have not 
produced the desired results. Experience having therefore shown the necessity of 
modifying those dispositions, meanwhile Her so Government comes to a determi- 
nation respecting the definite suppression of said documents, establishing the form in 
which the registry of slaves is to be carried out, without the necessity of individual 
cedulas as they are at present provided with (the renewal of which, for the en year, 
will not be effected until the said sovereign resolution is made known), and considering 
that these documents, as declared by the lution of 23rd March, 1857, should never 
have been looked upon as proof of the legitimate ownership of slaves, [ have thought 
proper to decree— 

1. The Governors and Lieutenant-Governors, the Captains of Districts, the 
Employés of Police, the Civil Guard, and the other public functionaries, who are directly 
charged with the maintenance of order and the enforcement of the dispositions of the 
Government, shall desist, in future, from requiring the exhibitiun of the tickets of 

rotection of slaves under any of the circumstances in which this formality was called for 
tr the dispositions in force up to this date. . 

2. The dispositions contained in the Instruction of 8th April, 1849, for regulating 
the removal of slaves from place to place in the island, are re-established. In conse- 
quence thereof, the proprietors or their agents should, for this purpose, provide themselves 
with the necessary transit licences or passes at the corresponding Government offices, 
under the forms prescribed in the said Instruction. 

(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





No. 479. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Havana, November 5, 1859. 

IT has been to me a most unpleasant duty, so repeatedly and for so long a period, 
to represent to your Lordship the increased extension of the Slave Trade, which con- 
tinues to be carried on, not only with the most completely successful impunity, but, there 
is much reason for believing, with the connivance of some of the Spanish authorities ; and 
I consider it proper to state, that although General Concha has lately removed Colonel 
Gayoso, the Lieutenant-Governor of Cardenas, and Brigadier Teran, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Pinar del Rio, they were allowed to remain at their stations long after it 
was known that they must have been bought over by the slave-traders. So that it 
would be difficult to ascertain the number of slaves which have been landed in the 
district of Cardenas and its neighbourhood during Colonel Gayoso’s command, but, during 
the nine months of that of the Brigadier Teran, at Pinar del Rio, I am satisfied that at 
least four cargoes, with 1,700 to 2,000, have come in; nor have I heard of any measures 
having been adopted, either by the local authorities or by the orders of the Captain- 
General, to capture the slaves, or to detect and punish those engaged in such flagrant 
breaches of the law, and of the existing Treaty. 

I have the hononr of inclosing herewith to your Lordship, a copy of a letter which I 
addressed to the Captain-General, dated 26th Bepteniber, denouncing the landing of a 
cargo consisting of about 740 slaves from a Portuguese brig or barque, near Cienfuegos, 
and of about 300 more from on board of a Spanish vessel in the neighbourhood of 
Cardenas ; copy of my letter to His Excellency, dated 4th October, as to a cargo consisting 
of 350 Rozals landed at Yaguajay, near San Juan de los Remedios; copy of my letter 
to his Excellency, dated 1 lth October, respecting 320 slaves, which were landed from 
on board the brigantine “ Trueno,” at Guanhanamo ; copy of my letter to his Excellency, 
dated the 18th October, denouncing the landing of 550 Bozals between Matanzas and 
Cardenas; that same slaver having left the Coast of Africa in company with a brig 
which is stated to have successfully landed her cargo of 350 elsewhere in this island; 
copy of my letter to his Excellency, dated the 25th October, as to a reported landing of 
1,700 Bozals near Cardenas, and of 800 more near Remedios ; and copy of my letter to 
his Excellency, denouncing the landing of 400 Bozals near Coloma, and of several more 
cargoes of slaves on that part of the d, previously in this year. 

Respecting the cargo of 1,700 which I had heard it reported as having been effected _ 
near Cardenas, and which I noticed to General Concha on the 25th ultimo, Mr. Vice- 
come eo having been unable to obtain any intelligence, I wrote his A weed on 
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the Srd instant that that report had not been confirmed, and that I was disposed to think 
that it was unfounded. But with oa to the cargoes I alluded to as having been 
landed previously in this year in the Western District, having, subsequently to the date 
of my letter to the Captain-General of the 29th ultimo, obtained more full information, 
from a reliable source, I addressed to his Excellency a confidential communication, in 
the Spanish language (so as tliat it should not pass into the hands of the Government 
Interpreter) in which I stated what is said and believed to have taken place at Pinar del 
Rio, with regard to the introduction of four cargoes of Bozal negroes during the nine 
months’ Government of the Brigadier Terdn in that district, a copy and translation of 
which communication I have also the honour of laying before your Lordship; and [ have 
to state that, until now, I have not received from General Concha any acknowledgment 
or answer to any of these letters. 

It is rumoured here that, under no circumstances, for the future, will the Spanish 
authorities pursue or capture negroes afler they are landed, much less will they be 
followed to be captured on the estates; and as there is not now the semblance of registry, 
a complete security is presented to the slave-traders for every negro they can land. 
Your Lordship may lars the fullest dependence on this rumour, as General Concha, 
when Mr. Otway was here, in conversation with that gentleman and me, distinctly said 
that it was his opinion they had no right to follow or capture negroes, but that once 
landed, they were the property of their owners as much as goods in a dealer’s shop in 
London, which, although they might have been smuggled, could no longer be considered 
as liable to seizure. 

My Lord, the Slave Trade is receiving new impulses. _ It is all but openly advocated. 
All the checks to its prevention are removed; so that it is no longer hazardous on this 
side the Atlantic. The Spanish ships-of-war no longer cruize for slavers. There is 
much reason for believing that the system of connivance is perfectly regulated ; and the 
temptation is so great, that it would be difficult to say how high it reaches, whilst, as a 
matter of course, in such organized corruption, it is impossible to prove venality against 
any one, and so the Slave Trade goes on and flourishes. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 479. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, September 26, 1859. 

A LANDING of about '740 negroes has been reported to me as having taken place 
from on board of a Portuguese brig or barque near Cienfuegos during the past week, 
and another cargo of about 300 Bozals from a Spanish vessel in the neighbourhood of 
Cardenas. 

I hasten to bring these facts under your Excellency’s notice, and I request the 
favour of being made acquainted with such particulars as may have reached you upon 
this subject. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 479. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, October 4, 1859. 


I HAVE this day been informed that a cargo, consisting of 350 Bozal negroes, 
was safely landed abont a week previous to the 28th of September, at or in the 
neighbourhood of Yaguajay, on the north side of this island. 

As there is no doubt of the disembarkation of these slaves, I request your 
Excellency will be pleased to.favour me with such particulars as may have transpired, 
for the information of Her Majesty’s Government. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 479. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Ouba. 


Havana, October 11, 1859, 

I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that I have received information, dated the 
4th instant, as to the landing of 320 Bozal negroes, which took place a few days 
previously at Guanténamo. 

I learn that said slaves were landed from on board the brigantine “ Tyueno,” and 
that they were taken to the haciendas Santa Rosa and ranza, but your 
Excellency will, ere now, have received full particulars from the local authorities, and I 
shall be much obliged if your Excellency will be pleased to favour me with the facts 
of this case, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, as no doubt the greater 
part of these Bozals, if not all of them, have been captured by your Exce ency’s 


officers. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 479. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, October 18, 1859. 

I HAVE heard that 550 slaves were landed, on or about the 12th instant, some- 
where between Matanzas and Cardenas, from on board a vessel, barque rigged, which 
was afterwards scuttled, and was seen, in a sinking state, by the Masters of several 
vessels which have since arrived here and at Cardenas, and said Masters state that the 
slave-vessel referred to appeared to be American built. 

I have also heard that the crew of said slaver have arrived in Havana, and that 
they say that, besides the 550 landed, they lost about 100 slaves on their passage from 
Africa, from whence they sailed, in company with a brig, which has also safely landed, 
350 Bozals in this island. 

I hasten to communicate the above particulars to your Excellency, and request the 
favour of such further intelligence respecting the slavers, or either of them, as may 
have been obtained, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 479. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, October 25, 1859. 
IT has been reported to me that a cargo of Bozal negroes (said to have consisted of 
some 1,700), was landed ‘last week, near Cardenas, from on board of a Spanish barque, 
and that another cargo, consisting of some 800 Bozals, has been landed near Remedios. 
I am desirous of knowing, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
whether this information has reached your Excellency, and if so, such particulars as 
may have transpired with regard to such landings of i on this island. 
ve, &c, 
(Signed) — JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 479. 
| 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, November 8, 1859. 
IN an official communication which I did myself the honour of addressing to your 
Excellency, of date the 25th ultimo, I stated that it had been reported —_ that a 
222 
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cargo of 1,700 Bozal negroes had been landed the previous week near Cardenas, and I 
requested that your Excellency would be pleased to let me know whether that infor- 
mation had reached this Government. 

I have not been favoured by your Excellency with any answer to that commu- 
nication, and the result of the inquiries I have made respecting that expedition not 
being confirmative of what I had heard, I am disposed to think that no such disembark- 
ation was effected near Cardenas at that time. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 7 in No, 479. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, October 29, 1859. 

I HAVE received information that is reliable as to the landing of 400 and odd 
Bozal negroes, which was effected, a few days ago, near Caloma, and I learn, from the 
same source, that several more slavers have landed their cargoes at that part of the 
island previously in this year. 

I request that your Excellency will be pleased to favour me with such intelligence 
as may have been received upon this subject, for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T,. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 479. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain General of Cuba. 


Havana, November 3, 1859. 

ON the 29th ultimo I had the honour of addressing myself to your Excellency, 
denouncing a disembarkation of negroes (in number 400), recently effected near Coloma, 
and in the same communication | referred to other disembarkations which had taken 
place in the district of Pinar del Rio. 

Four cargoes of negroes have been landed in the western district during the 
command of Brigadier Teran, and it will be my duty, in reporting these infractions to 
my Government, to remark, that there are motives for suspecting that they have been 
committed with the knowledge and connivance of the said Brigadier, and of the Alcalde- 
Mayor Tornel, inasmuch as between these officials and the importers of said cargoes of 
Bozal negroes, Messrs. Col, Conil, Mitjans, and Jané, large sums of money have changed 
hands, and latterly, Don Juan Aquirre, Don Manuel Calvo, Messrs. Hernandez, of 
Candelaria, and Don Isidro Diaz, are implicated with the aforementioned parties. 

The others go and come on business, but Calvo and the Hernandez may be said 
to reside at Las Lajas, which is the limit between San Cristobal and Pinar del Rio, 

The last expedition but one was landed at Cayo Lavisa (Malas Aguas), and the 
negroes were taken to the estate Pan de Azucar, where there were lately 500 of them, 
and which estate belongs to Don Francisco Marty y Torrens. 

The negroes of the last expedition were disembarked at Laguna del Gato, on the 
20th of October. The 400 cost the parties concerned some 140 dollars per head for 
hush-money, and were sent to the estate Lajas, after resting at the house of Don 
Ysidro Diaz, at Caobillas, where those that were sick were sold at 17 doubloons 
a-head. They passed through Marcos Vasquez, and continued their journey by night, 
accompanied by Don Miguel Jané in disguise. 

For the sound and robust negroes they have realized as much 70 doubloons each, 
and it is said that in the same jurisdiction other expeditions are very shortly expected. 

I hasten to acquaint your Excellency with these particulars which have reached 
me, to be made use of, if necessary, with the reserve which is called for in investiga- 
tions of so delicate a nature. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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No. 480. 


— Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell_—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 29. ‘ 
My Lord, Havana, November 7, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship, that the brig “ Tallulah” having 
been converted into the Mexican brig “ Rosario,” sailed from this port on the 21st ultimo 
for the Coast of Africa, and the American barque “ Williams,” of New York, James R. 
Malcolm, master, 2314 tons, is fitting out here, and almost ready to sail, also for the 
Coast of Africa, to be engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) — JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 481. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 14.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 9, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT herewith for your information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda,* reporting the capture by Her Majesty’s shi 
“Pluto,” of a slaver supposed to be the “ Esperanza,” which is stated to have left 
Matanzas in the month of March last. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 482. 


™ Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 30.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 11, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy and translation of a 
letter, dated the 8th instant, which I have received from the Captain-General in reply to 
that which I addressed to his Excellency on the 20th ultimo, respecting the landing of 
slaves, which took place (at Laguna del Gato) near Coloma, and your Lordship will 
observe that General Concha asserts that that was the only expedition from Africa which 
had been landed in the Western District during this year. 

I understand that an officer of the police has been sent to Pinar del Rio to investi- 
gate this matter; but I venture to predict that the result will be like all former 
commissions of inquiry as to slave-trading, fruitless as to the detection and punishment 
of the slave-traders and their confederates, the Spanish officials, and will be so managed 
as to confirm his Excellency’s assertion with regard to the three cargoes previously 
introduced during the command of Lieutenant-Governor the Brigadier Terdn, in the 
district of Philipinas, notwithstanding the fact of said landings being so notoriously known 
to the public, and talked of as being the most scandalous of similar infractions of the 
law and of the Treaty, which have all been effected with the connivance of the 
authorities. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 582. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, November 8, 1859. 


REPLYING to your Honour’s communication of 29th ultimo, in which you ask for 
information respecting a disembarkation of Bozal negroes, effected a few days previously 


* Class A, No. 234. 
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near Coloma, as well as with regard to other cargoes, which you are informed were 
landed during the current year near that Ss have to state to you, that the only 
landing which took place in that part of the island is the one which your Honour 
denounces, and I am assured that it is the first that has been effected this year in that 
jurisdiction. 
. As — the effecting of the said disembarkation, I must also state to your Honour 
that the Government has taken its measures to hold the authorities of the district 
responsible, should they not have fulfilled their duty in every respect. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





No. 483. 


- Consul-General Crawford to Lord J, Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 31.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 17, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship copy of a letter 
and its translation which I have received from Gencesl Concha, and also a copy of m 
answer thereto, respecting the American ship “ William,” which, in my despatch No. 29, 
dated the 7th instant, I’reported to your Lordship as fitting out here, and about to sail 
for the Coast of Africa to be engaged in the lave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 483. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, November 12, 1859. 

THE Chief of Police has reported to me, in a letter dated yesterday, that from 
the inquiries he has made respecting the intended voyage of the American ship 
‘* William,” Malcom, master, it cannot be bronght to light’ that she is going to be 
employed in the Slave Trade, it being credible, on account of her having been loaded 
with rum and arms, that the object of her voyage is that of lawful commerce with the 
Coast of Africa. 

For these reasons, and the Intendant-General having informed me that the house 
of Hamel and Company has applied for the clearance of the “ William” for San 
Thomé, Ambriz, and the River Congo, the suspicions to which the vessel rendered 
herself liable, not being sufficient, in a legal sense, to justify her detention, I have 
considered it right to authorize her clearance, making it known to your Honour, 
nevertheless, in order that, should you deem it necessary, the vessel may be watched at 
the places mentioned. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 488. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, November 16, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of 
the 12th instant, cting the American barque “ William,” which vessel is about to 
sail from this port cleared for San Thomé, Ambriz, and Rio Congo. 

I am very much ohiged to your og ag | for this information, which I shall take 
the earliest opportunity of reporting to Her Majesty’s Government, so that this vessel 
may be watched on the Coast of Africa in case she should, as there is much reason for 
believing that she will, be employed in the Slave Trade. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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No. 484. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord . Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 82.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 18, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that the Spanish man-of-war 
steamer “* Blasco de Garay ” has captured and brought into Nuevitas a slaver with 480 
Bozals on board, which said steamer fell in with off Cayo Romano. It is said that the 
slave Captain and Mate were not on board, and that the vessel’s manceuvrings drew the 
Captain of the “ Blasco de Garay’s” attention towards her, else otherwise she would 
have escaped. I also learn that the slaver did not show any colours, that this crew 
were chiefly Americans, and the vessel Baltimore ai gg 

have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 4865. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(December 14.) 
(No. 33.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 19, 1859. 


MR. VICE-CONSUL REBELLO, of Cardenas, having reported to me that a 
cargo of slaves had been landed at Sagua, consisting of about 700, from on board a 
vessel, ee to have been an American, as the crew (20 in number) were all of that 
Republic, I lost no time in complaining to the Captain-General of this violation of the law 
and ot the Treaty, and I have now the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship 
a copy of my letter to his Excellency, to which I have not been favoured with any 
acknowledgment or reply. 

These waters appear to be teeming with vessels bringing slaves to Cuba, and I 
learn that the expeditions gone to the Coast of Africa, and expected on that of this 
island, are most numerous, which, by the by, is not to be wondered at, as, with the 
exception of the accidental capture at Cayo Romano, the slave-traders have had no 
check, and it is now many months since we have had a cruizer on this station. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 4865. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, November 14, 1859. 


I REGRET that it should be my duty again to complain to your Excellency of a 
disembarkation of slaves, which, according to the account which I have received, took 
place on or about the 6th instant near Sagua, the number 700, and the vessel, which 
probably was destroyed, is supposed to have been American, as the crew, I understand 
(twenty persons), landed and came on to Cardenas on the 8th. 

I shall be much obliged if your Excellency will favour me with any further parti- 
culars which may have reached this Government for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State. ; 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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No. 486. 


— Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
o. 34.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 21, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour of laying before pid Lordship a copy of a letter which I 
addressed to the Captain-General on the 18th instant, complaining of a disembarkation 


of slaves, which Mr. Vice-Consul Smith, of Trinidad, has cy Ay to me, was effected by 
means of a sloop and boats on the 6th instant at the Cayo de las Doce , from on 


board a ship ap tly of about 320 tons, clipper built, and there can be no doubt but 
that said slaves have been safely landed on the southern coast of this island. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 486. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, November 17, 1859. 

I HAVE to complain to your Excellency of another landing of slaves on this island, 
which was effected from on board of a ship of about 320 tons, at Cayo de las Doce 
Leguas, on Sunday, the 6th instant, in number exceeding 700. 

The slave-vessel was met at Doce Leguas by a sloop-rigged lighter, and a number 
of boats, into which the Bozals were transhipped and sent on shore, but the exact place 
where they were landed I have not yet learnt, as the information I have is from an 
eye-witnesss who saw the slaves when they were being put from the ship into the lighters 
at Cayo de las Doce Leguas, but it is conjectured by my informant that they were probably 
landed at Santa Maria or San Pedro, in the jurisdiction of Principe, or at a place 
called Sarabano, which is on the limits between that jurisdiction and that of Santi 
Spiritus, but that they have been landed there is no doubt whatever. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


No. 487. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell,—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 35.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 23, 1859. 

WITH reference to my last despatch No. 34 of the 21st instant, respecting a cargo 
of slaves which were transferred from we Cayo de las Doce Leguas on the 6th instant 
into a sloop and boats, for the purpose of being landed on the mainland of this island, 
I have now the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy and translation of the 
Captain-General’s answer, to the effect that this Government had no intelligence from 
any other source than my denouncement of this expedition, notwithstanding that the 
steamer-of-war “ Dun Juan de Austria” is cruizing in the waters of said Cay. But in 
a conversation which I have just had with his Excellency, he informed me that, although 
he has not received official information as to the fact of this cargo being landed, he has 
reason to suspect that a disembarkation of slaves has been effected somewhere to the 
eastward of Trinidad, and had put himself in communication with Lieutenant-Governor 
Conti of that district upon the subject. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure in No. 487. ~ 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, November 21, 1859. 

CONSEQUENT to your honour’s communication of the 18th, I have to state to you 
that this Government has not received any information with re to the disembarkation 
of negroes which your Excellency says was witnessed at the Cayo de las doce Leguas. 
Notwithstanding this, Her Majesty’s steamer “Don Juan de Austria,” being on a cruize 
precisely in the waters corresponding to the said Cay and the other places your honour 
mentions, I flatter myself that she will exercise the necessary vigilance, in order to prevent 
any transgression. 





God preserve, &c. 
: (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 
No. 488. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 15.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 21, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 14 of the 9th, I inclose, for your information, 
the accompanying copy of a letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Spitfire” 
to the Secretary to the Admiralty,* reporting his having captured a brigantine without 
colours or papers, having on board 500 slaves. 


In the event of your being able to ascertain the name of this vessel, I have to 
desire that you will acquaint me with it. 


Iam, &c. ol 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


P.S.—Since writing the above it has been ascertained that the vessel in question was 
the “ J. Harris,” of New York. 





No. 489. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 
(No. 36.) 


My Lord, ‘ Havana, November 26, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 8, dated the 19th ultimo, inclosing, for my information, a copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant Simpson, commanding Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Pluto,” to Commodore 
Wise, which had been communicated to your Lordship by the Admiralty, reporting the 
capture of a slaver supposed to be the Spanish vessel “ Esperanza.” 

have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 








No. 490. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 
(No. 37.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 26, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 9 of the 31st October, transmitting, for my information, a copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant Burton, of Her Majesty’s ship “Triton,” which had been communicated to 


your Lordship by the Admiralty, reporting the capture of a schooner without colours or 
papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


* Class A, No. 390. 
Oxass B. 3A 








- 
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No. 491. 


‘< a. Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(Received January 2, 1860.) 
(No. 38. 


My Lord, Havana, November 26, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 10, dated the 31st ultimo, inclosing, for my information, extracts of a letter from 
Commodore Wise, which has been communicated to your Lordship by the Admiralty, 
ys etme the captures of slave-vessels recently made by Her Majesty’s cruizers on the 

ca 


n coast, and I regret to state to your Lordship that by some accident the inclosure 
referred to has been omitted to be made up with the despatch. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 492. 


Maat Crawford to Lord J, Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 
(No. 39.) 


My Lord, Havana, December 3, 1859. 

WITH reference to my No. 34 dated the 21st ultimo, I received further intelligence 
from Mr. Vice-Consul Smith respecting the landing of the cargo of slaves which arrived 
at the Cayode las Doce Leguas, to the effcet that said cargo having been purchased at the 
Cay by the firm of Zulueta and Co., for 400 dollars each, the negroes were brought to 
Maceo Bay, a place only three miles from Trinidad, and thence to Zulueta’s estate, the 
Savanilla, where he resold them at 900 dollars each, and I lost no time in complaining 
to General Serrano of this most scandalous violation of the law and of the Treaty. 

I have the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of the correspondence 
which has passed with his Excellency, and I have the satisfaction of being able to state to 
your Lordship that, whether it is because of the Lieutenant-Governor of Trinidad’s 
connivance in this offence, or for some other reason, Brigadier Conti is superseded in the 
command of that district, which has been conferred on the Brigadier-Primo De Ribera, 
who has lately arrived from Spain, and proceeds to Trinidad on the 7th instant. 

Brigadier Conti, until now, was considered inaccessible to the lures of the slave- 
traders, but it is said that he did not on this occasion refuse the 25,000 dollars which, with 
12,000 dollars to the Alealde-Mayor Zayas, and 6,000 dollars to the Escribano Aparicio, 
were the prices of these men’s dishonour. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 492. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, November 29, 1859. 

WITH reference to my communication addressed to your Excellency’s predecessor, 
dated the 17th instant, complaining of a disembarkation of Bozal negroes, which took 
place at the Cay de Doce Leguas, on the 6th, I have now to report to your Excellency 
that said slaves were landed at the Bay of Maceo, quite near to Trinidad, and were thence 
taken to the estate called the Savanilla, where they were sold, on the 17th instant, to the 
highest bidder, for about 900 dollars each, excepting about forty-six of the number, who 
were weak from sickness, and for whom a person from Santi Spiritus offered 630 dollars 
each. The crew of the slaver came on from Trinidad by the steamer “ Rapido,” on the 
19th, and several more cargoes are expected there to arrive very soon. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 492. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, December 1, 1859. 

IN attention to the details communicated in your Honour’s letter of the 29th ultimo, 
I have ordered that poaper measures be taken to inquire into the truth of reports which 
have reached your Honour respecting the disembarkation of Bozals in the Bay of Maceo, 
near Trinidad, which your Honour states was effected on the 16th of that month, and, 
consequently, previous to my arrival in this island. 

With that view, 1 have given most positive orders to the Navy, and to the subaltern 
authorities of this supreme Government, that they redouble their vigilance, and impede, 
at all hazards, any landing of negroes, in accordance with the wishes of Her Majesty’s 
Government and with mine, that the existing Treaties relative to this matter be respected 
and punctually complied with. 

God preserve, &e. 


(Signed FRO. SERRANO. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 492. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, December 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of 
the Ist instant, in answer to my communication of the 29th ultimo, respecting a disem- 
barkation of slaves which took place at Maceo Bay, near Trinidad. 

It will afford me much pleasure in transmitting this correspondence to Her Majesty’s 
Government, to prove, by the prompt measures adopted by your Excellency for inquiring 
into the circumstances of that violation, and the orders issued to the ships-of-war and 
officers of this Government, your Excellency’s determination to give effect to the wishes 
of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to respect and observe the stipulations of the 
subsisting Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 493. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 
(No. 40). : 
My Lord, Havana, December 3, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter whichI have 
received from Mr. Vice-Consul Rebello, of Cardenas, respecting a cargo consisting of 
750 Bozal negroes, which was landed at Punta de Tefas (4) La Tefa, about a fortnight 
or three weeks ago, in which Mr. Rebello mentions what is said, and is generally believed, 
to have taken place on the voyage of this slaver from the Mozambique, an amount of 
atrocity which can hardly be equalled in the history of slave-trading. 

e vessel, which I have every reason to believe was the Chilian barque “ Eloisa,” 
of about 500 tons, fitted out and sailed from this port, in April last, under the charge 
of the notorious slaver, Captain Don Eugenio Vifias, has, it appears, again gone off to 
the Coast of Africa, and no doubt will, in the due course of time, return to land another 
cargo. ; 

"e Whether the circumstances of the wholesale murders turn out to be true to the 
full extent that rumour gives them, or not, I can assure your Lordship that of 1,200 
Macquas taken on board, only 750 were landed, having survived the voyage. 

ut notwithstanding such enormous loss of life, the result of the adventure is far 
from discouraging, and so a new crew was at once obtained, and sent or and 
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the barque has sailed, as I hear, under command of Vifias’s nephew. Of the surviving 
750, 29 died after landing ; and the 721 have been sold at an average price of— 








1,000 dollars each a ats et ae dollars 721,000 
I estimate the cost of 1,200 Macquas, at 50 dollars -- 60,000 
The cost of the ship and outfit is sa -« 40,000 
I am credibly informed that they expended in bribes -- 102,000 

Cost total, and expenses .. se - = .. 202,000 

Leaves 5 és cs Sis 519,000 

But the ship was not destroyed, and is worth .. és -. 21,000 

Making up .. aX ae -» 540,000 

From which deduct the crew and officers’ wages. . oe .. 40,000 

Profit ae ais Ns -. 500,000 





Such results are too lucrative to be desisted from, and your Lordship will at once perceive 
that the Traffic cannot be put an end to without the exercise of force, carried out with 
os and decision. 

or some time past, the vessels captured by our cruizers on the coast of Africa have 
been found to have no papers, consequently no national character whatever. With the 
exception of a few that clear out with Chilian or Peruvian or Mexican colours, they are 
all under the United States’ flag, until fallen in with and detained. Surely it would not 
be objectionable to deal with such vessels and their crews as with pirates, instead of 
landing the men at the nearest port or place, without any punishment, to enlist again at 
their first opportunity, and I would most earnestly draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
fact, that for a very long time we have not had a single British cruizer in these waters, 
which we have seen are swarming with slavers, of whom great numbers are yet to 
arrive. he preparations for going on are, I may say, almost unlimited, and their 
arrangements for safe landing are complete. With my experience of his predecessors, I 
put little faith in the expressions of General Serrano, conveyed in his official letter, cop 
of which I did myself the honour of transmitting to your Lordship in my last densatels 
of this date, and I would respectfully urge the necessity there is for the adoption of 
determinate measures to put an a | to this mockery of the observance of a solemn 
Treaty, the violation of which has been connived at by all the officers of the Spanish 
Crown from the date of its celebration to this present time, without any other prospect 
than the continuance of such bad faith and hypocrisy. 

I deemed it my duty to complain to the Captain-General of these so repeated 
violations, and also to bring under his Excellency’s notice the atrocities reported to 
have been committed on the voyage by the master and crew of the slaver that 
landed the survivors of her cargo at La Teja. A copy of my letter to General 
Serrano upon this subject [ have now the honour of inclosing to your Lordship, and 
T shall not fail in reporting the result. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 493. 
_Vice-Consul Rebello to Consul-General Crawford. 


Sir, Cardenas, November 30, 1859. 


IT is my unpleasant duty to inform you of another successful landing of 750 
nezroes omens was effected last week at the out-port of La Teja in this district. I 
have been unable to learn the name of the vessel, but | am credibly informed she was 
an American bottom. Her Captain was a Spaniard. He left the coast with over 1,200 
slaves on board, and, when a few days out, finding that he had neither water nor 

rovisions sufficient for so great a number, deliberately threw overboard 400 negroes. 
His employers were cognizant of the fact, and, as soon as the cargo was discharged, 
refitted the vessel and again despatched her for the Coast of Africa. — ’ 

Three other landings have also been effected in the past fortnight on this north 
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coast, between this port and that of San Juan de los Remedios, and the several 
have been publicly hl of on the beach, at aig ig from 185/. to 2101. 


ave, &c. 
: (Signed) CHARLES REBELLO. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 498. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General. 


: Havana, December 2, 1859. 

IT is my most unpleasant duty to complain to your Excellency of so many repeated 
violations of the law for the suppression of’ the Slave Trade. 

I have to state to your Excellency that within the last fortnight or three weeks no 
less than four cargoes of Bozals have been landed on the north side of this island, 
between Cardenas and San Juan de Remedios, and, I regret to say, with the connivance 
of the local authorities. 

Seven hundred and fifty Macquas were landed at La Teja. 

Six hundred and fifty Lucumis at Remedios, and two cargoes (the numbers I haye 
not yet been able to ascertain) at Sagua. : 

ut, your Excellency, 1 have to relate such atrocity with regard to the first of 
these expeditions as is too shocking to humanity, but quite characteristic of the nature 
of this abominable Traffic. The vessel on board which that cargo of slaves was 
brought and landed at La Teja, I have reason to believe, was the Chilian ship “ Eloisa,” 
which sailed from this port in April last, bought by certain parties, and was sent to 
Africa, under the charge of an experienced slaver. They took on board 1,200 Macquas, 
and, after they had been some days at sea, finding that they were short of provisions 
and water, they deliberately threw 400 of the negroes overboard. 

Such is the terrible story of this slave-voyage, as it has been told to me, and, 
besides those thrown overboard, there was a considerable mortality. 

T have been informed also, that the amount expended in bribes to obtain the 
landing of the 750 that survived exceeded 100,000 dollars. 

I have learnt that the landing at Remedios was effected with the connivance of the 
authorities, and that the slaver, with her cargo of negroes on board, passed quite under 
the guns of Her Catholic Majesty’s vessel-of-war at that place, without interruption. 

I feel satisfied that such scandalous instances will not be allowed to pass unnoticed 
by your Excellency, nor the wholesale murderers of the 400 men thrown overboard at 
sea, in the manner I have stated to your Excellency, be allowed to escape.: 

The ship, I regret to say, has been refitted, and has again sailed for the Coast of 
Africa; but the person who was in command when the murders were committed may 
still be found in this city, as I understand that he a a 

ve 


ave, &c. j 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 494, 


My Lord, Havana, December 16, 1859. 

THE outfits and preparations for the Slave Trade are being carried on with 
undiminished activity, and, according to the accounts which I am receiving from various 
quarters, respecting the operations of the year now drawing to a close, there is no doubt 
that many more cargoes of slaves have been landed in Cuba than I have yet reported, 
and many more expeditions have been sent out than I have heard of, notwithstanding 
my unabated vigilance, and that of my agents, all over the island, for these matters are 
managed with the greatest secrecy, so much so, that although I have very lately 
received a circumstantial account of landings effected in the district of Cienfuegos that 
is to be relied on, Mr. Vice-Consul Fowler, who was here a few days ago, until he was. 
informed by me of those violations of the law and of the Treaty, had never heard of 
them, and would have been ready to assert that nothing of the kind had taken place in 
his district. 
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And whilst upon this subject I find myself under the necessity of stating to your 
Lordship that some of my private Agents, to whom I am indebted for much valuable 
information, have become clamorous for some gratification, without which they now 
tell me that they will not gu on. Hitherto, the sums I have paid them, and favours 
which it has been in my power to obtain for them, has kept them satisfied, but now 
their expectations seem to have risen, in consequence of the enormous increase of the 
Traffic. I, therefore, beg leave respectfully to bring this subject under your Lordship’s 
consideration, to authorize a moderate disbursement of the public money on this account, 
and also to hold out to informants a share or proportion, in case their ‘information 
leads to the capture of the slavers and their cargoes, as an encouragement that would 
lead to valuable results, both as regards vigilance and fuller information than we get 
at present, especially with regard to the real ownership of vessels sold here, but which 
sail out for the Coast of Africa under their original flags, and with their original 
papers, which is so often done by Americans. 

At this moment we have here the American brigantine “ Triton,” 151 tons, sold, 
and fitting out for the coast. The “ Triton” is painted (at present) black, with a red 
ribbon streak, and has a house on deck. Also, the American brig “ W. R. Kibby,” 
190 tons (subject of note in my No. 20 of the 6th August last, when I stated that she 
might be prevented from going out), now ready to clear for New York, where she will 
complete her fittings, and thence proceed to the coast to bring a cargo of slaves to this 
island. - 

The Spanish schooners “‘ Paquete de Chaves” and “‘ Paquete de Cienfuegos,” belonging 
to Don Francisco Labandiera, are both engaged in the Slave Trade. The former landed 
600 Bozals at Savana la Mar, west of Batabano, in June last, thence went to the main 
for a cargo of cattle, which she brought here, and is again supposed to have proceeded 
to the Coast of Africa. 

The slaver that landed 750 Bozals at La Teja, reported in my No. 40, dated the 
3rd instant, as having probably been the Chilain barque “ Eloisa,” and her having again 
sailed for the slave coast, it is said, is heavily armed and manned for resistance. I 
I hear that the port of Marcenda, in Madagascar, is that frequented by the slavers 

oing to the Mozambique, although what advantages it possesses over the Bays of 
Eajcibo, Bombetok, and Boyana, I have been unable to learn. The slaves, I am told, 
are brought from the distant parts of the North East Coast of Africa, where they are 
said to be cheap and abundant. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 4965. 


- Consul-General Crawford to Lord John Russell.—(Received January 14, 1860.) 
(No. 42.) 


My Lord, Havana, December 16, 1859. 


WITH reference to that part of my despatch No. 40, dated the 3rd instant, and 
my letter to his Excellency the Captain-General, relative to atrocities which are said to 
have been committed on board the slaver therein alluded to, I have now the honour of 
laying before your Lordship a copy and ttanslation of General Serrano’s answer, which 
I received a few days ago; since which I have had no communication upon the subject, 
excepting that Mr. Vice-Consul Rebello states that there is no doubt the report as to’ 
the dreadful acts committed on the voyage of that slaver is mainly true. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No, 495. 


The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Crawford. 
(Translation.) : 
Sir, Havana, December 7, 1859. 


I RECEIVED your Honour’s communication of the 2nd instant, in which you give 
me the intelligence you had received relative to the disembarkation of Bozal negroes on 
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the north coast of this island, which disembarkations’are said to have been effected 
previous to my having taken possession of this Government. 

Your Honour is already aware by my letter of the 1st, that as soon as I had infor- 
mation of the acts denounced, in compliance with the instructions, and corresponding with 
the wishes of Her Majesty, to respect and to enforce respect for the international Treaties 
which bind Spain and England on this point. I gave most positive orders to the navy 
and officers dependent on this supreme Government to redouble their vigilance, and 
impede, at all hazards, the effecting of any disembarkation on the coasts of this island. 
Now, with the information afforded me by your Honour, and for which I am sincerel 
obliged, I adopt the measures calculated for inquiring into the certainty of the acts which 
have come within the knowledge of your Honour ; but as these acts, even in case of their 
being true and not exaggerated, are always difficult to prove in the tribunals which alone 
are competent to punish the delinquents, I should ti exceedingly thankful to your 
Honour to furnish me all the documents and reliable proofs which you may possess in 
relation to the matter, and very specially respecting the connivance of certain function- 
aries in the disembarkation in question, so as to exact at once from the persons liable 
the most speedy and strict gubernative responsibility, and take care that they be made 
personally answerable for what they may have incurred. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRO. SERRANO. 





No. 496. 


™ Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(Received January 14, 1860. 
(No. 43.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acquainting your Lordship, that the Master” of the screw 
steamer “ Paquete Correo,” of London, which vessel arrived yesterday in this port from 
Campeche, reports that he saw at anchor off that place a full rigged ship, seemingly 
American built, and of about 700 tons measurement, which vessel, as well as a schooner 
then in that port, both under Mexican colours, as he understood, were about to sail for 
the Coast of Africa fitted for the Slave Trade; but that he was unable to learn their 
names. 

The Master also stated, that two other schooners had recently been fitted out and 
sailed for the Coast of Africa from Campeche, to be employed in the Slave Trade 
(probably the American schooners “ Maryland,” 288 tons, and “Red Eagle,” 249, that 
cleared 17th November for Laguna and Vera Cruz in ballast). 

I have reason, however, to suspect that the ship seen by Captain Anderson of the 
“Paquete Correo,” off Campeche, was either the “ Bordeos y Havano,” 446 tons, Ca 
tain Ugarte; or the “ Bordeos y Havano,” 440 tons, Captain Cortina, both Spanish, 
which cleared from this port for lagna on the 30th ultimo. 

Vessels of such burden going to a place like Laguna de Fermissos in Yucatan, where 
they could not enter for the want of water, attracted my attention, and gave rise to a 
suspicion that they were about to proceed on a slave-trading expedition, which is, most 
probably, well founded, and it may be that those vessels will use indiscriminately Spanish 
and Mexican colours. ~ 

It is said also that the American ship “ Sunny South,” 700 tons, has been sold here, 
and is to be employed in the Slave Trade, and as it is certain that the crew which brought 
her here, engaged by the run from New York, have been discharged here, and that the 
American: Master has left her, there can be little doubt as to her destination. 

have, & 


I , &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 497. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 27 of the 27th of October, I transmit to 
you herewith a‘copy of a despatch from Mr. Buchanan, Her Majesty’s Minister at 


+ 
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Madrid,® relative to the reasons alleged by the Spanish Government for the aboliti 
of the system of cedulas in Cuba. ged by _~ ent for the a ion 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 498. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 
I INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner at Loanda,} reporting the capture, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” of the 
American brig “ Tavernier,” of New York, with 518 slaves, but without colours or 


papers. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 499. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 1, 1860.) 
(No. 44. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 27, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 12, 
“ Confidential,” dated the 17th ultimo, ane for my information a copy of a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, reporting his conversation with 
Marshal Serrano on the subject of Cuban slave-trading. 

His Excellency the Conde de San Antonio has both verbally and officially repeated 
to me nearly what he said to Mr. Buchanan, and it will be most satisfactory, now that 
he has assumed the Government and command, if it should be my pleasing duty to 
report to your Lordship that he is carrying out the good intentions he has pet Bi 

I quite agree with General Serrano as to the difficulty of his position, should he 
really do his duty in putting an end to the Slave Trade, as succeeding General Concha, 
whose popularity was achieved by his indirectly favouring and permitting the intro- 
duction of slaves. 

As yet, there is no activity on the part of the Spanish flotilla. The harbour is 
full of their ships-of-war, as usual, idle, and all their time passed in port. 

I shall not fail to impress on General Serrano the extent to which slave-tradin 
is carricd on, and show him, by evidence from the Coast of Africa, how it swarms with 
expeditions, all intended to violate the laws and the Treaty. ; 

I have, &ce. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


No. 500. 
Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(Received February 1, 1860.) 


(No. ) . 
Havana, December 27, 1859. 


* No. 417. { Class A, No. 274. 
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No. 501. 


fo, 45 eee Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—{ Received February 1, 1860.) 
o. 45. 
My Lord, ; Havana, December 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of i: the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 13, dated 30th ultimo, transmitting, for my information, copies of reports, as marked 
in the margin, which have been communicated to your Lordship by the Admiralty, 
relative to the capture of slavers by British cruizers on the African coast. 

Iam happy to see amongst these captures some of the slavers which had been 
mentioned in my despatches. 

T have, &c 


(Signed) ” JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 502. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 1, 1860.) 
(No. 46.) 


My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship, a List of Chinese 
colonist labourers imported here during the year this day ended, and also an Abstract 
Return of all the Chinese colonists which have been imported since 1847, when the 
introduction of that description of free labourers commenced, to this date. I understand 
that several transports are on the way here from China with colonist labourers, and that 
some French speculators have gone into the trade on an extended scale. 

The Chinese continue to be held in high estimation, and all are engaged as they 
arrive, at from 340 to 400 dollars for the eight years’ contracts, a very lucrative 
speculation for those engaged in it, and who are lucky enough not to lose a large 
proportion on the voyage. 

Your Lordship’s attention will no doubt be drawn to the awful mortality that took 
place on board the Spanish ship “Gravina,” being not less than 763 per cent., of 
352 embarked, 270 died on the voyage, and yet the vessel made a fairish passage ; she 
was 580 tons per register, so that the passengers were not crowded; her accommodations, 
the Captain of the port informs me, were well ventilated, and she had an experienced 
surgeon. It has been attributed to the condition of the Chinese when shipped at Amoy, 
and this, from the conversations I have had with the various medical men who have 
arrived here in charge of the Chinese, is, I am disposed to think, a very reasonable 
conclusion, which calls for the adoption of a regulation to oblige the agents of such 
enterprises to subject the passengers to a rigorous inspection at the time of, or 
previous to, their embarkation, and not allow any in an unsound condition to be sent 
away. 

% would again bring under your Lordship’s notice the prohibition that exists to the 
emigration of females from China. 

Either the shipment of Chinese should be prevented altogether, or a fair proportion 
of females should be allowed to embark for the places where their countrymen have 
contracted to labour. It seems monstrous and cruel that there should have been 
48,689 men imported here and only 52 women. The whites here do not amalgamate 
with the Chinese. These latter do not intermix with the blacks, and, consequently, are 
not as happy and contented as otherwise they would be, and become addicted to vices 
which perhaps, as family men, they would never have fallen into. In general they work 
well and give satisfaction to their employers. — 

ve, &¢. 


(Signed) " JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 502. 


Lrsr of Chinese Colonists imported at Havana during the year 1859. 










Name and Nationality 
of Vensel. 













Date of Arrival. 
+ 1859. 
‘ebruary1 .. -+| Campbell and Co. .. 
“i... 8 Dutch ship Maria Elizabeth ee TTorives and Co. 
April 11 French do, Malabar ‘ ‘s va 
May 11 ++] do. do. Success .. ts te I as 
we ae a do. do, Alexandre Ralli .| F. Schimper and Co. 
Jane a oe — do. Live Yankee . tNsaaragar Co. os 
as a) oe panish lo, Emigrante .. -| Pereda and Co. a 
» 25 ++] French do. Ville de Dieppe F. Schimper and Co, 
mn: ae «»| Dutch do, Bellona .. & -| Moralesand Co... 
July 8 -»| Bremen e Ceder ee -| Toricesand Co. .. 
August 8 ..| French ship erre ee 
» 10 ..| Spanish do. Concepcion 
» 19 ..| French do. Formosa ee mniz 
September 16 ..| Spanish do. Infanta de | Torices and Co. 






November 9 ..| American do. Swallow os 
December 18 ..| Spanish do. Gravina. . *e 






‘| Sama and Co. 








Total .. oe 
Arrived previously .. 


> Total .. 





(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Consul-General in Cuba. 
Havana, December 31, 1859. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 502. 


AsstracT Return of Chinese Colonists landed at Havana, up to December 31, 1859. 














Number Chinese landed. Deaths Total | Per-centage 
Nationality. of Tonnage. on the eatbarked of 
Vessels. , Women. Voyage. “| Deaths. 
British . 35 27,815 2,240 13,725 
American 20 23,054 1,310 10,974 
Spanish 17 9,115 1,301 6,858 
French ‘ as 15 12,137 1,049 7,754 
Dutch ne es 15 11,578 858 6,463 
Peruvian. es 6 4,986 602 2,601 
Portuguese .. ss 3 1,306 79 1,100 
Bremen e a 3 1,727 119 973 
Chilian we sie 2 418 86 315 
Danish é 1 1,022 157 460 
Norwegian .. oie 2 910 178 497 
Totals .. e+} = 119 94,068 7,979 51,720 








(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Consul-General in Cuba. 
Havana, December 31, 1859. 





No. 504. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 4.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 6, 1860, 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter from 
Commodore Edmonstone,* reporting the capture, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Arrogant,” of 


* Class A, No. 399. 
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the brigantine “ El Rosarito,” fitted out for the Slave Trade, and sailing under Mexican 
colours, but without any papers of nationality. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 505. 


Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—(Received February 22.) 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord. Havana, January 26, 1860. 

THE activity of the slave-traders, so far from being diminished, it appears, is on the 
increase here and elsewhere in the island. The brigantine “ Triton,” tons, sailed 
yesterday, cleared for New Orleans, but is bound, it is said, for the Coast of Africa. She 
is painted black, with a narrow red ribbon, has bright coloured masts, varnished mast- 
heads, black caps and crosstrees, and an eagle on her stern. 

The ship “ Sunny South,” alluded to in a former despatch, is still here, but preparing 
for sea, The “Iberia,” Spanish ship, is nearly ready to sail; also a topsail schooner 
(Spanish) and two screw steamers, also Spanish property, but all these vessels will show 
American colours. 4 

One of the steamers was the “Colon,” built at Montreal by order of the Company 
owners of the coasting steamers at this place, but not having sufficient speed, she has 
been disposed of, and has been fitted with heavy masts and spars, barque rigged, but may 
be converted into a ship at pleasure. This steamer is about 700 tons, has a cabin and 
engine-house on deck, her funnel has been altered to turn down; she is round-sterned and 
painted black, with red moulding, and is full of water-tanks. 

The other steamer is only just begun to prepare, and, if she is proceeded with, I shall 
give her description in another despatch, as well as that of the top-sail schooner and 
some others I have under inspection, believing that they are intended for the Slave 
Trade. 

I have also the honour of reporting to your Lordship, that I have information about 
several slavers which are soon expected to arrive on the Coast of Cuba with Bozals from 
Africa, and I hope it may be possible for the Commodore at Port Royal, Jamaica, to 
send me an expert cruizer to intercept them, as well as to watch the vessels I have just 
stated to your Lordship as getting ready and about to proceed upon new expeditions to 
the slave coast, for at present we have not, nor have we had for a long time bye past, any 
of Her Majesty’s cruizers in these waters. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 506. 
Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Recieved February 22.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 27, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 14, dated the 9th ultimo, transmitting, for my information, a copy of a despatch 
from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, reporting the capture, by 
Her Majesty’s ship “Pluto,” of a slaver, supposed to be the “ Esperanza,” which is 
stated to have left Matanzas in the month of March last. 

I believe that there is no doubt the vessel captured was the Spanish brig 
“« Esperanza,” and that she was fitted out and sailed from Matanzas. 

: have, &c. 

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


A 


: : 3B3 
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No. 607. 


at Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 
0. 3. 


My Lord, Havana, February 8, 1860. 

I HASTEN to report to your Lordship that the steamer (screw) alluded to in my 
No. 1, dated the 26th ultimo, formerly the “Colon,” as preparing for the Slave Trade, 
sailed the night before last, without her having cleared at the Custom-house. 

A Spanish barque, also intended for cee Ta Trade, has slip away to sea the 
night previous, and a full-rigged brig, formerly the “ Eagle” of Baltimore, is about 
ready, and will probably be missing out of the harbour to-morrow or next day. 

The ship “ Sunny South” is also nearly ready ; she has hoisted Spanish colours; and 
there is another large clipper ship in port, wiih it is suspected is also about to be fitted . 
out for slave-trading. 

The steamer (formerly the “ Colon”) a day or two before she sailed, had her painting 
altered; she was made all hiock—blast mast-heads as low down as the harping of the 
lower rigging. 

And I have to state to your Lordship, that two or three days previous to the sailing 
of the ship and steamer mentioned in this despatch, I reported them verbally to the 
Captain-General, of which he took a note in writing, promising me to place them under 
the surveillance of the Captain of the port—we have seen with what result! And I think 
it proper to inform your Lordship, for what it may be worth, it is rumoured that the 
wealthy and influential slave-traders here have had an interview with his Excellency, 


and whatever they may have accomplished, it seems that their activity is not lessened 
since that tuok place. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 508. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 1, 1860, 

I INCLOSE for your information a copy of a letter from the Commander of Her 
Majesty’s ship “Triton” to the Secretary to the Admiralty,* reporting the capture of a 
brig without colours or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and supposed to be 
the “* Dos Hermanos,” which sailed from Cardenas on the Ist of May last. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 509. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford. 
(No. 6.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 10, 1860. 


I TRANSMIT herewith for your information, copies of a letter and its inclosure 
from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton” to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 
reporting the capture of the barque “ Pamphylia,” with upwards of 700 slaves on board, 
. and without papers or colours. 


- Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
a ee ee 


* Class A, No. 402, ¢ Ibid., No. 403. 
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— Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 31.) 
oO. *, 


My Lord, Havana, February 20, 1860. 

THE steamer Ag age the “ Colon”) which I did myself the honour of reporting 
to your Lordship, No. 3, dated the 8th instant, as having sailed from this port, did not 
proceed to the of Africa; and I learn, from the Captain of the port, that she 
was placed under his surveillance by the Captain-General, who acted upon the 
information I gave him, as stated in my last despatch; and I hasten to correct the 
statement I then made on missing the vessel from her position in the harbour. It 
appears that she had gone ont on trial previons to her being sold, as she has been sub- 
sequently, to the Miramon Government of Mexico, under the name of the “ Marquez de 
la Havana,” and that Government has also purchased the screw steamer ‘ Paquete 
Correo” of London, which has sailed as the “General Miramon” for the coast of 
Mexico, north of Vera Cruz, it is said, in order to co-operate with the General’s troops 
in attacking that place. The steamer “Marquez de la Havana” was fully equipped for 
the Slave Trade—so I have been informed by the Mexican officers who took her over 
from her Spanish owners—and it was upon their finding that she was under the watch 
of the Captain of the port, that they resolved to sell her. I understand that several 
other vessels have sailed lately from this and other places in the island to be engaged in 
the Slave Trade, which has experienced a new impulse by the official notice w ich has 
just been published in the ‘Gazeta del Gobierno,” prohibiting the introduction of 
Asiatics from and after the 1st of January, 1861. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 510. 


+“ ) Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.— (Received March 31.) 
(No. 5. 


My Lord, Havana, February 24, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 15, dated the 21st December last, inclosing for my information, the copy of a letter 
from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Spitfire” to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, reporting his having captured a brigantine without colours or papers, having 
on board 500 slaves, and directing me, in the event of my being able to ascertain the 
captured vessel’s name, to report it to your Lordship, but adding, that it had been ascer- 
tained to have been the “ J. Harris,” of New York. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 611. 


™ Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—( Received March 81.) 
(No. 6.) 


My Lord, Havana, February 24, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1, dated the 31st ultimo, in which, with reference to my No. 27 of the 27th of October 
last, your Lordship transmits to me a copy of a despatch from Mr. Buchanan, Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, relative to reasons alleged for the abolition of the 
system of cedulas in this island. 

The system of cedulas, fully and honestly carried into operation, would necessarily 
have been a complete registry of the slaves, and therefore a méans, if the Government 
had such wish or intention, for putting an end to the Slave Trade; since, had all the 
slaves been at once furnished with cedulas, there could have been no more issued, 
excepting to slave-born children, whose births ought also to have been authenticated by 
the proof of registry before issuing their corresponding cedulas. Had that system been 
fairly, fully, and honestly carried into operation, there would have been no demand for 
false ocean, and none would have been fabricated, but the system was not enforced ; the 
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greatest number issued hy this Government was 374,000, probably less than two-thirds 


of the number of slaves in the island. That oie gave room for cedulas being con- 
stantly wanted, not by the owners of slaves who had neglected to take out that protection 
for their a but by the slave-traders, and as falsified cedulas cost them less 
than they could be obtained for their purposes from the Government Officers (who, it is 
well known, made a trade of disposing of the cedulas in connexion with the slavers) it 
is quite true that those documents were made and sent here in considerable numbers, a 
fact that must have been known to the Government, however, long before the cedulas 
were abolished. 

The Government also must have known that, not only the falsified cedulas, but those 
in which some of their own officers had traded so lucratively, had availed the traders 
for the introduction of great numbers of slaves, nay more, it had been decided by the 
i Audiencia, that the seizure of slaves, whose masters claimed them on falsified 
cedulas, could not be sustained, and the seized slaves were restored upon the principle 
that “the masters obtained the falsified cedulas, believing them to have been genuine,” 
by such decision showing the uselessness and iniquity of the whole system of cedulas. 

But, my Lord, the cedulas, whilst they were in operation, covered the introduction 
of many thousands of slaves: it was a cunningly devised dodge for that purpose, and it 
was abolished because it had become too glaring to be longer continued. 





I have, &c. 
° (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 512. 
Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.)—Received March 31.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Havana, February 25, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 2, dated 31st January, inclosing for my information, a copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Gabricl, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, reporting the capture, by Her 
Majesty’s ship “Viper” of the American brig “ Tavernier,’ of New York, with 518 
slaves on board, but without colours or papers. The “ Tavernier” was fitted out by parties 
in Cardenas, from which port of this island she sailed. The master and crew, or at 
least the supercargo and part of the crew, were landed at the coast of Africa, after their 
vessel was captured, where they found a slaver in a short time, by which they took 
passage, and the supercargo, who has returned by that opportunity to this island, states, 
that said slaver succeeded in landing 600 Bozals at Guantanamo, about five wecks ago, 
without any interruption, which circumstance I shall not fail to report and complain of 
to his Excellency the Captain-General. i‘ 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 513. 
Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell—<(Received March 81.) 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 3, 1860. 


WITH reference to the copies of my communications, addressed to the Captain- 
General of this island, dated 17th November and 2nd December last, which I did myself 
the honour of laying befure your Lordship, inclosures in my despatches No. 34 of 21st 
of November and No. 39 of the 3rd of December, I have received an answer from 
General Serrano, stating that the Alcalde-Mayor of Trinidad, to whom this Government 
confided the investigation of the affair of the transhipment of the slaves which took 
place at Cayo de doce Laguas on the 6th of November, and my complaint of their 
having been subsequently landed at Maceo Bay (which is close to Trinidad), and sold at 
the estate called the Savanilla, had reported, that “neither at the time mentioned by 
me, nor previously, nor afterwards, had any such landing been effected at that place.” 
It was not likely that the landing could be proved, for I have to state to your Lordship 
that, perhaps, in the history of slave-trading in the Island of Cuba, there has not been 
a more glaring case of violation and corruption than that which took place near 
Trinidad, the subject of my complaint herein alluded to. 
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The Lieutenant-Governor, as it is currently reported and believed, took 25,000 
dollars ; the Alcalde-Mayor Zayas 12,000 dollars, and the Escrivano Aparicio 6,000 
dollars, the prices of their dereliction. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is gone to Spain, and it is unlikely that any other than 
the result reported to the Captain-General would be arrived at by the A calde-Mayor 
under the circumstances. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS, T. CRAWFORD. 


a 
No. 614. 


e Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 81.) 
(No. 9.) 


My Lord, Havana, March 5, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter which I 
addressed to the Captain-General on the 25th ultimo, respecting a cargo of 600 slaves 
which the supercargo of the captured slaver ‘‘ Tavernier,” reported as having been 
sen at Guantanamo from on board the vessel by which he took passage from the Coast 
ty) ca. 

General Serrano has caused inquiry to be made at Cardenas for said supercargo, 
but it appears that he is not to be found, and it has been reported in answer that he is 
gone away. The probability is that he had notice of his being wanted, and is hidden 
out of the way of the pulice, and I presume that the inquiries at Santiago de Cuba as 
to the slaves which were landed will be equally unsatisfactory. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 514. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, February 25, 1860. 


1 HAVE the honour of acquainting your Excellency that I have received official 
intelligence of the capture, on the 4th of November last, a few miles north of 
Ambrizette on the coast of Africa, by Her Majesty’s ship “Viper,” of the brig 
“ Tavernier,” with 518 slaves on board, but without national colours or papers. 

The ‘‘ Tavernier ” fitted out and sailed from Cardenas, under American colours, and 
the crew and supercargo having been put on shore on the coast of Africa, after they 
were captured in the ‘ Tavernier,” soon afterwards found a slaver-vessel by which they 
returned to Cuba, which vessel landed 600 Bozal negroes about a month or six weeks 
ago at Guantanamo without any interruption from the authorities. 

Your Excellency may be assured of the correctness of my information as it has 
been obtained from the supercargo of the ‘ Tavernier,” who returned on board the 
slaver that landed her cargo at Guatanamo, and who is now at Cardenas. 

In the execution of my instructions, I hasten to communicate this information to 
your Excellency. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





( 876 ) é 


SPAIN. (Consular)—Puerto Rico. 





No. 616. 


(No. 5.) Consul Hunt to the Karl of Malmesbury.—( Received April 6.) 
0. 5. 
My Lord, Puerto Rico, March 15, 8859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 3 
of the 11th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Marseilles, relative to the French screw-steamer “ Francois I,” supposed to have been 
employed in the Cuban Slave Trade. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 





No. 516. 


No. 6, Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 24.) 
(No. 6. 


My Lord, Puerto Rico, March 28, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 2 of the 12th ultimo, in which I had the 
honour to inform your Lordship that the barque “ Majesté,” or “ Majestic,” with about 
850 negroes on board, had been captured by the authorities at Humacao; I now beg to 
state, for the information of your Lordship, that out of this number only 512 remained 
ultimately at the disposal of the Government to be apprenticed as emancipados, the rest 
having been stolen with the connivance of the Military Commandant of the Department, 
and are now on various estates at the east end of the island, where they have been made 
slaves. 

The stolen negroes were the strongest and the healthiest; all the weak and the 
sickly were left undisturbed in the possession of the authorities. 

The Military Commandant of Humacao has been removed from his command, and 
is now awaiting his trial by court-martial in Porto Rico. 

I addressed a note to General Cotoner on the 22nd ultimo, requesting that none of 
the emancipados might be assigned to the estate-holders of the Department in which 
the Africans had been landed, in order that, as it was known that numbers were 
secreted there, it might be more easy tu discover their whereabouts whenever a search 
might be made. To this his Excellency replied, in a note marked “ Private,” to the 
effect that he was awaiting the precedents in these matters which were expected daily 
from Havana; the suggestion was, however, ultimately carried out. 

Notwithstanding, therefore, that no emancipados have been assigned to that district 
with whom the stolen Africans might otherwise be confounded, according to the state- 
ments of Mr. Vice-Consul Ick, there is not an estate there, with one or two exceptions, 
upon which some are not to be found. 

Finding that so much time had elapsed, and that five negroes only in the possession 
of a planter named Paniagua had been captured by the police, and these only because 
the assumed proprietor, a was moving them at night himself from one department to 
another, refused to bribe the policeman who made the capture, I addressed myself 
officially to the vines Governor (General Cotoner himself being absent upon an official 
tour), naming several estates upon which these negroes were to be found, and calling 
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upon his Excellency to take steps to liberate them. To this General Medinilla replied 
that my note should be forwarded to General Cotoner for his decision, although he 
was himself competent to act in a case where promptitude of action only could secure 
the end in view. 1 have the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith a copy of 
my note, together with a copy and translation of the Acting Governor's reply. 

The result of the delay will probably be that the statements I have made to the 
Government will ooze out of the offices of the Secretary and Interpreter, so that when 
the authorities may determine upon a search, the planters, being forewarned, will take 
such precautions as may be likely to baffle the officers, even should the search be 
genuine, which is by no means clear. 

In this island, the stereotyped answer cannot be relied upon, of extensive coasts, 
pathless forests, and thinly-inhabited districts, which is usually opposed to the repre- 
sentations of Her Majesty’s Agents in Cuba. The country is thickly populated, of 
limited extent, and there are no facilities whatever for hiding negroes, so that if the 
authorities had acted with the least energy not a negro could have been removed from 
their charge. Instead of this, however, in spite of General Cotoner’s professions of a 
determination to oppose the designs of the slave-dealers by every means in his power, 
just so much show of carrying out the law has been observed as would save appearances, 
without at the same time interfering with the operations of the individuals who stole 
the negroes, with the connivance of the local officers, and sold them to the planters. 

I have much pleasure in stating to your Lordship that Mr. Vice-Consul Ick has 
shown the greatest desire to aid me in every way to procure the recovery of these 
negroes from hopeless slavery. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 516. 
Consul Hunt to General Medinillu. 


Puerto Rico, March 23, 1859. 

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to call the serious attention of his Excellency 
to the following facts, having reference to the negroes recently disembarked at Humacao 
under the superintendence of the authorities at that place. 

The number, according to the statements of persons likely to be informed upon the 
subject, did not fall below 850, but of these only 494 have been actually retained in the 
custody of the Government, plus a further number of 18, which his Excellency General 
Cotoner informed the Undersigned were still in Humacao, leaving, at the very lowest 
calculation, 338 to be otherwise accounted for. 

These Bozals, who have been thus kidnapped into slavery after they had been in the 
possession of the authorities, were the strongest and the hardiest who had most resisted 
the effects of the voyage, while those who ultimately remained at the disposal of the 
Government were, from their youth and from the emaciated condition in which they had 
arrived, unfit for immediate employment. 

In the department of Humacao, with two or three exceptions, every estate holder is 
in possession of some of these negroes, and the Undersigned is informed that the planters 
are now stealing them from each other. On the estates in the department of Hayo- 
mulas, belonging to Messrs. Esquiaga and Co., Messrs, Elzuburn and Co., M. Machicate, 
M. Vinas, and M. Vizcarrondo, there are numbers, varying respectively from ten to 
twenty-five of these twice-stolen Africans. 

Up to this date, although the negroes have been so widely dispersed and moved into 
various departments, only five have hitherto been seized by the police, and it is the 
duty of the Undersigned to call upon his Excellency to take the necessary steps to secure 
to these persons who are free by right the same advantages as are enjoyed by the 
emancipados and at the same time to enforce the law against the individuals in whose 
possession it is notorious that they now are. 

Whenever British subjects have been shipwrecked on the coast they have imme- 
diately been made prisoners, although treated with the greatest kindness and humanity, 
and have only been given into the charge of British agents in several cases after the 
local authorities had received instructions to that effect from his Excellency the Captain- 
General. 

On a recent occasion a British subject travelling from Manatz to the capital was 
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not permitted by the police to remain and work for a few days at Vi j 
ferent to leave that place at once and proceed to town. ee eeepc 

His Excellency will not fail to perceive that the vigilance of the local officers in these 
cases forms a striking contrast to the apathy which has been displayed by them in all the 
departments in which these negroes have been forced into slavery at the very doors of the 
authorities. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 516. 


General Medinilla to Consul Hunt. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Puerto Rico, March 26, 1859. 

I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 23rd instant relative to the 
African negroes from the vessel which was stranded on the coast of Humacao, and under 
this date I communicate it to his Excellency the Captain-General for the resolution which 
he may please to adopt. 

God preserve, &c. 





(Signed) J. M. DE MEDINILLA. 
No. 517. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hunt. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 14, 1859. 


I HAVE received your despatch No.6 of the 28th of March last, reporting the 
steps taken by you on learning that a large number of the negroes, who were landed at 
Humacao from the stranded slave-vessel “ Majestic,” or “ Majesté,” had been kidnapped 
and reduced to slavery with the connivance of the Spanish authorities, and I have to 
acquaint you that I approve your proceedings in this matter. 

I have at the same time to desire that you will continue to keep me informed of the 
steps that may be taken by the Spanish authorities in this case. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 








No. 518. 


Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 20.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, . Puerto Rico, April 18, 1858, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sig Lordship’s despatch No, 4 
of the 16th ultimo, directing me to furnish your Lordship with any information that I 
might be able to procure ng eee the parties engaged in the landing of Bozal negroes 
at Humacao, and in reply I beg to inform your Lordship, that everything relating to this 
expedition has been conducted with so much secrecy, that but little trustworthy evidence 
has reached me hitherto upon this point. 

It is stated, although with what truth is doubtful, that the firm of Alzugaray and Oo., 
lately established here as a banking and exchange house, were the agents for the specu- 
lation. I place, however, more belief in the statement that the late Secretary of Government, 
Don Francisco Garcia, had undertaken to assist the promoters of the scheme, and the 
assertion is confirmed by the circumstance that a certain Sefior Sancho, a person 
constantly employed by the late Secretary, was concerned in the distribution and sale 
of the negroes. A fact of this description is necessary to explain the landing of such 
a large number of Africans at a place where their dispersion would be impossible without 
the knowledge and connivance of the authorities. . ’ 

The expedition is said to have been successful in a pecuniary point of view, in spite 
of the large proportion of negroes who remained in the charge of the Government to be 
apprenticed as emancipados. 
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I have the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith a copy and translation of the 
reply of General Cotoner to my note addressed to the Acting-Governor, a copy of which 
was inclosed in my despatch No. 6 of the 28th ultimo. In this communication his 
Excellency requests me to furnish him with legal proof of the facts brought forward by 
me ; this, as your Lordship will perceive, is merely fencing with the question. 

In my reply, a copy of which I also inclose herewith, I reminded General Cotoner 
that the correctness of my statements was proved by the number of negroes remaining in 
the hands of the authorities, compared with that actually disembarked at Humacao; that 
the reports of the British and French Agents at that place entirely agreed, and were, 
moreover, confirmed by an abundance of independent testimony. 

I also relied upon the circumstance, that these negroes, having fallen into the hands of 
the authorities, became free at once, and were in a different legal position to that which 
they would have occupied had they been obtained by the planters under the ordinary 
conditions attending the introduction of a cargo of Africans. 

Shortly after the receipt of my note, the Captain of the pori and the Alcalde of 
Humacao were placed under arrest, and sent to the capital to take their trial for compli- 
city in the disposal of the missing negroes. 

On the return of General Cotoner to Puerto Rico from his tour through the Depart- 
ments, I sought an interview with him upon this subject, and endeavoured to induce him 
to take measures to place the negroes reduced to slavery upon the same footing as the 
emancipados. He replied, that he had in fact exceeded his instructions by causing 
certain estates to be searched, and he stated his intention of proceeding with the examina- 
tion of estates where reasonable suspicion existed that negroes were concealed, 

Notwithstanding this assurance, 14 ot expect that any serious efforts will be made 
to recover the missing negroes, and it is to be apprehended that the impunity which 
has attended the proceedings of the planters in this instance will induce them to 
endeavour to procure further supplies of slaves. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 518. 
General Cotoner to Consul Hunt. 


(Translation.) Ponce, March 29, 1859. 

THE Governor and Captain-General of the island has informed himself of the 
serious facts that your Honour makes known to his Excellency the Second in Command, 
in a note of the 23rd instant, with reference to the negroes from the coast of Africa 
disembarked in the jurisdiction of Humacao, and concerning whom your Honour siates 
that the Government was only informed of 494, together with 18 others, so that as there 
were 850, the number withdrawn and converted from emancipados into slaves amounts 
to 338, who have been, in the judgment of your Honour, distributed among various 
planters whose names are specified, and who have committed the double crime of stealing 
these negroes from each other. 

In addressing yourself to the supreme authority of the island, with the information 
of occurrences so criminal and so important, I do not doubt that your Honour will have 
proceeded in virtue of equal proofs which evidence them, and which I hope to obtain 
from your kindness, in order to lay them before the competent tribunal in these matters, 
in conformity with what has been done in the case of the five negroes taken up to the 
present time, and to whom your Honour refers in the note above cited, which service the 
Government excuses itself in recommending to you, jealous as the most sensitive, for the 
faithful fulfilment of the laws by the authorities which have deserved its confidence. 

With respect to the complaint that incidentally you produce, in order to place in 
evidence the conduct of some authorities on this occasion compared with that observed 
previously with British subjects, I reserve the reply until provided with details. I can 
devote to it more time than I can at present dispose of on account of the journey in 
which I am engaged at present. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FERNANDO COTONER. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 518. 
Consul Hunt to General Cotoner. 


Puerto Rico, April 2, 1859. 

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of 
his Excellency, &c., dated the 29th ultimo, requesting the Undersigned to furnish proof 
of the facts referred to in his communication of the 23rd ultimo, and in reply he has to 
state that the information conveyed to his Excellency was derived from the official 
reports of the British and French agents at Humacao, and confirmed by the statements 
of private persons who had opportunities of acquiring a knowledge of what took place 
with reference to this matter. 

All the reports which have reached the Undersigned agree as to the proximate 
number of negroes landed, which has never been set down at less than 850, and the 
same agreement prevails as to the estates upon which the 338 missing negroes have been 
distributed. 

The Undersigned begs to call the attention of his Excellency to the fact that these 
negroes, having been actually in the possession of the authorities, whence they were 
illegally removed, are in a legal position different to that in which they would have been 
placed had they proceeded to the various estates direct from the vessel in which they 
were imported without having fallen into the hands of the authorities. Once there, 
they became free by right ; and the Undersigned trusts that it may not be found to be 
impracticable to place these Africans upon the same footing as the emancipados, not 
only in their interest, but with a view to the great discouragement which would ihus 
be given to renewed attempts to revive the Slave Trade in this island. 

The Undersigned, &c. 





(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
No. 519. 
Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received June 2.) 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Puerto Rico, May 12, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship a copy and translation of 
a note from General Cotoner, in which is transcribed a request from one of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court here, that the persons should be indicated from whom I obtained 
the information respecting the negroes disembarked from the “ Majestic,” transmitted in 
my notes to his Excellency, and also that copies of the communications addressed to me 
hy the British Vice-Consul at Humacao might be produced, with the object of including 
them in the proceedings instituted against the officers concerned in the sale of those 
negroes. 

‘ It appeared to me that, even had a reasonable assurance existed that the request 
was made solely with a view to the end proposed, the publication of the statements of 
Mr. Ick, citing the names of various officers and private persons who were engaged in 
this transaction, would make him the object of a great deal of personal enmity, and be 
the occasion of much inconvenience in his private affairs, as he is an unpaid agent ; 
while there could be no doubt that if I brought forward those persons from whom I 
have been in the habit of deriving information, they would be indirectly hostilized by 
the authorities, and indisposed to communicate anything to me for the future. 

I therefore informed his Excellency in a note, a copy of which I have the honour 
to inclose to your Lordship, that I was not authorized by the persons in question to 
make use of their names, and that I did not transmit copies of the correspondence 
required by the Judge, from a belief that much inconvenience would be caused by its 
production in a court of law. : . 

My French colleague having been good enough to communicate to me from time 
to time the reports received from the French Vice-Consul at Humacao, relative to the 
negroes disembarked there, in a previous note to General Cotoner I observed that the 
statements of the British Vice-Consul were confirmed in every particular by those ot 
the French agent. A demand was therefore made to the French Consul for copies of 
the communications received by him on this subject, to which he returned a reply in 
terms analogous to those of my answer to the like request. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 519. 


General Cotoner to Consul Hunt. 
(Translation. ) 


Sir, Puerto Rico, May 6, 1859. 

SENOR DON JOSE BARBARA MATOS, Judge of the Royal Audiencia of this 
island, commissioned to hear the cause of the African negroes disembarked at Humacao, 
in a communication that he has addressed to me on the 4th instant, says to me what 
follows :— 

** Excellent Sir,~Appearing, from the copies of the communications of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul in this island, that your Excellency was good enough to 
transmit to me, in a despatch of the 2nd instant, in the event of their being of any 
utility in throwing light upon the suit relating to the disembarkation of Bozal negroes, 
of whom 338 have been reduced to slavery, after having been in possession of the 
authorities, and that the communication of such facts proceeds from the official reports 
of British and French Agents in Humacao, confirmed by the statements of private 
persons who had opportunities of knowing what passed with reference to this matter, 
I hope that your Excellency will be good enough to address the necessary communica- 
tions to the British and French Consulates, in order that they may point out or desig- 
nate the private persons who made them, or to whom the indications refer; and also 
that, if the official communications referred to afford, in their literal context, particular 
fact or information that offer an indication necessary to a due inquiry, they may furnish 
literal copies, or of so much of them as relate to those occurrences. Trusting that your 
Excellency will furnish me with the result of the Consular replies to be joined to the 
proceedings in the suit, and for their important effect on it.” 

And J have the honour to transcribe it to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, with the 
view that he will be good enough to communicate to me the intelligence requested in 
the foregoing note. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) FERNANDO COTONER. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 519. 
Consul Hunt to General Cotoner. 


Puerto, Rico, May 12, 1859. 


THE Undersigned, &c., has had the honour to receive the note dated yesterday, 
in which his Excellency was good enough to transcribe to the Undersigned a communi- 
cation from Sefior Don Barbara Matos, Judge of the Supreme Court in Puerto Rico, 
requesting that the persons may be indicated from whom the information was obtained, 
which the Undersigned communicated to his Excellency respecting the negroes 
disembarked at Humacao, and also that copies of the correspondence received from the 
British Agent there may be produced. 

It would necessarily afford the Undersigned the greatest satisfaction to be in a 
position to comply with this suggestion, or to further the ends of justice in the matter 
by any means in his power; at the same time, as he, has not been authorized by these 
persons to make use of their names, he does not conceive that he should be justified in 
so doing. He has also abstained from forwarding copies of the correspondence 
which has been received on this subject from the British Agent at Humacao, from a 
belief that its production in a court of law would occasion much inconvenience. 


The Undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
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No, 520. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Hunt. 

(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1859 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 8 of the 12th ultimo, I have to acquaint 
you that you acted properly in declining to furnish General Cotoner either with the 
names of the persons from whom you received information respecting the abduction of 
the Africans landed from the slave-vessel “ Majestic,” or with copies of the communi- 
cations addressed to you on the subject by the British Vice-Consul at Humacao. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 








No. 521. 


Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 19.) 
(No. 9.) 


My Lord, Puerto Rico, June 26, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a communi- 
cation received from the British Vice-Consul at Naguabo, stating that seventy-six of the 
negroes recently introduced here in the barque “ Majestic” had heen shipped on board 
of the Spanish schooner “ Terrible” at the port of Humacao, on the 27th ultimo, and that 
the vessel had been cleared for St. Thomas, but had actually proceeded to Cuba. 

I immediately conveyed this intelligence to General Cotoner, and a steam-vessel, 
bound for Havana, being about to sail from this port, I addressed the British Acting 
Consul-General there on the subject. 

General Cotoner appointed a Commission to inquire into the circumstances attending 
the departure of the “ Terrible” from Humacao, but the steps taken by the Commis- 
sioners upon these occasions are exclusively governed by the desire to exonerate those 
persons obviously implicated in the infraction of the law. 

The fact of the “ Terrible” not having proceeded to the ostensible port of destina- 
tion, distant only sixty miles, would necessarily be conclusive as to the illegal character 
of the voyage in which she was engaged; I therefore requested Her Majesty’s Consul 
at St. Thomas to be good enough to inform me whether she had arrived there. I 
inclose a copy of his reply, stating that the “ Terrible” had not been there for some 
months past. 

I sent to General Cotoner a copy of Mr. Lamb’s despatch, and now beg to inclose, 
for the information of your Lordship, copies and translations of General Cotoner’s replies, 
simply acknowledging the receipt of my communications on the matter. 

I waited upon General Cotoner yesterday, and, in the course of my conversation 
with him, expressed my apprehension that the facility with which this operation had been 
carried out in the presence of the local authorities, would operate as an incentive to 
renewed attempts to revive this Traffic in the island. His Excellency replied, that he 
should continue to exert his authority to the utmost in order to bring the guilty parties 
to justice, and I believe that full credit must be given to him for a sincere desire to 
prevent infractions of the law in this respect, at the same time, the action of the chief 
authority is so apathetic, that the inferior officers do not hesitate to betray their trust 
whenever the opportunity is presented. 

The embarkation of seventy-six negroes, ata point in a thickly populated district, is 
a very significant fact, occurring as it does in a country where no foreigner of any ciass 
can move ten yards without being brought face to face with the authorities. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 521. 
Vice-Consul Ick to Consul Hunt. * 


Sir, Naguabo, May 80, 1859. 

I WROTE to you by yesterday’s mail; since then 1 regret to have to inform you 
that the following has come to my notice. 

The Spanish schooner “ Terrible” was despatched from the port of Humacao, 
upparently in ballast, for the Danish island of St. Thomas, on Friday the 27th instant, 
and instead of going thither she has proceeded to the Island of Cuba, taking on board at 
the port of Humacao 76 of the Africans from “ Majestic ;” these unfortunate people 
were from the estates of Ramon Pon, José Maria Rios, — Guzman, and a person 
called José Miguel. 

I am also informed that Don Salvador Cordova had taken out his passport at 
Humacao for the United States, and has proceeded to the city to take the Havana 
steamer, and it is supposed that he goes to Cuba to sell these people. 

I give you this immediate information by express, so that you may take the necessary 
steps at your command. 

have 


I , &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS ICK. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 621. 
Consul Hunt to General Cotoner. 


Puerto Rico, May 31, 1859. 

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, has the honour to state to his 
Excellency the Governor and Captain-General of this island, that he has received 
information upon good authority that the Spanish schooner “ Terrible,’ was despatched 
from the port of Humacao ostensibly in ballast for the Island of St. Thomas on the 27th 
instant, and that she took on board at Humaca, 76 of the Africans, recently landed there 
from the barque ‘ Majestic.” 

These 76 negroes are stated to have proceeded from the estates of Messrs. Ramon 
Pon, José Maria Rios, — Guzman, and José Miguel. It is also affirmed that a person 
named Salvador Cordova, who took out his passport at Humacao for the United States 
is implicated in this business, and that he has proceeded to Cuba in order to sell these 
negroes. 

The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 521. 
Consul Lamb to Consul Hunt. 


Sir, St. Thomas, June 17, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 13th 
instant, and in reply to state, that I find, on application to the Custom-house of this 
island, that the Spanish schooner “ Terrible” arrived here on the 28th February last 
from Humacao, and left on the 5th March for Naguabo, with dry goods, since which 
time she has not returned here. a 

ve, &c. 


(Signed) — RB. B. LAMB. 
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Ineclosure 4 in No. 521. 


General Cotoner to Consul Hunt. 
(Translation. 


Sir, Puerto Rico, June 1, 1859. 

I AM informed by your Highness’s communication of yesterday’s date of the 
departure from Cuba of 76 African negroes, forming part of those landed at Humacao, 
conducted from said port by the schooner “ Terrible,” cleared in ballast for St. Thomas 
on the 27th of May; as also of the complicity which may have in it a certain Salvador 
a who proceeds to Cuba in charge of the said negroes with a passport for the 

nited States. 


I renew, &c. 
(Signed) FERNANDO COTONER. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 621. 


General Cotoner to Consul Hunt. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Puerto Rico, June 25, 1859. 
BY your Highness’s note of the 21st instant I have received the despatch from the 
Consul at St. Thomas, which your Highness is pleased to transmit to me, and which 
informs me that on that date the schooner “ Terrible” had not arrived at St. Thomas, 
which I apprise you of in reply to your above-mentioned communication. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) FERNANDO COTONER. 





No. 522, 


Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbur'y.—(Received July 19.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, Puerto Rico, June 26, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a communica- 
tion from the British Vice-Consul at Naguabo, informing me that he had been cited to 
appear before the authorities at Humacao to make a declaration, as he assumed, relative 
to the embarkation of seventy-six negroes at Humacao, destined for the Island of Cuba, 
and stating his determination, in case he should be interrogated as a private individual, 
to plead ignorance of the affair, and, if called upon as British Vice-Consul, to decline 
giving evidence. ¢ 

Under the conviction that the statements of Mr. Ick would rather be sought with a 
view to invalidate them than to obtain real information as to the matter in hand, 
I recommended him not to allege ignorance of the facts within his knowledge, but simply 
to decline to make any statement when called ig to do so, the Government being in 
possession already of all the information upon this point which it was in the power of 
British Agents to afford. ; 

The authorities subsequently waited upon Mr. Ick and put several queries to him, as 
he had anticipated, relative to the embarkation of negroes at Humacao, many of these 
questions he answered, but to others he declined to reply. ie 

ve 


, &ec. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 522. 
Viee-Consul Ick to Consul Hunt. 


Sir, Naguabo, June 5, 1859. 

I BEG to inform you that yesterday at 12 o'clock p.m. I received a notification from 
the Comandante Militar, at Humacao, to appear there immediately to give a declaration. 
As I have since last Sunday been suffering with fever and a severe cough and cold, 
I could not possibly pm with the Commandant’s order, which I explained to the 
Alcalde de Barrio of this place, giving him the reasons which prevented my obeying ‘the 
citation. Last night, at about 9 o'clock, a still more urgent citation was sent to the 
Alcalde de Barrio, that I should appear immediately at Humacao; this last was shown to 
me only this morning at about 8 o’clock, whilst on horseback, destined to the town of 
Naguabo to present myself to the Comandante Berrocal and explain to him the reasons 
which prevented my proceeding to the town of Humacao, a distance of about twelve to 
fifteen miles. He was quite satisfied with the facts of my statement, and the doctor 
unhesitatingly gave his certificate, proving that my present state of health would not 
permit my attempting such a journey. 

The urgency of the citations make me suppose that it is about the last occurrence at 
that place, which I communicated to you by express on the 30th (instant) ultimo; there 
can be no other matter or thing that can call any declaration from me at any of these 
tribunals. 

The citations call for Don Francisco Ick; if I am interrogated as a citizen in private 
life I shall plead ignorance of the affair, but should the authorities demand a declaration 
from me as Her Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul, I shall most decidedly decline givin 
any, as all communications passing between us are and must be considered sacred, an 
no one has any right to pry into them; moreover, in all elucidations they may want, 
I think you ought to be applied to, and, if you thought it necessary for my appearance 
before you for a declaration, you would demand it. I-beg your advice on this matter, so 
that I may know how to act if I am still called upon to go to Humacao. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS ICK. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 522. 
Consul Hunt to Vice-Consul Ick. 


Sir, . Puerto Rico, June 8, 1859. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, informing me 
that you have been cited to appear before the authorities at Humacao, from which you 
infer that you will be called upon to depose to the circumstances within your knowledge 
respecting the exportation of slaves destined for the Island of Cuba, which was recently 
made from that port in the Spanish schooner “ Terrible,” and stating that you purpose, 
in case you should be called upon to give information as a oe individual, to plead 
ignorance of the affair, but if required to do so in your official capacity you will decline to 
comply with the request. ; 

In reply, I have to inform you that it appears to me to be advisable, should you 
still be called upon to appear before the authorities, to avoid declaring that you know 
nothing of the matter, but to state simply that you decline to make any declaration upon 
the subject. 

The information which you so promptly conveyed to me was a privileged commu- 
nication, made in your official capacity, from which, upon a matter of public business, you 
cannot be separated. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
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No. 523. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Hunt. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 27, 1850. 

I HAVE received your despatches Nos. 9 and 10 of the 26th ultimo, relative to the 
embarkation from the port of Humacao for Cuba, on board the Spanish schooner 
“ Terrible,” of seventy-six of the kidnapped negroes who were recently landed from the 
slaver “ Majestic ;” and, with reference to your despatch No. 10, I have tu acquaint you 
that I approve the advice given by you to Mr. Vice-Consul Ick as to the course which he 
should pursue in the event of his being cited before the Spanish authorities, to give 
information respecting this embarkation. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 








No. 524. 


Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell._—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 11.) . 


My Lord, Puerto Rico, August 10, 1859. 

IN my despatch No. 9 of the 26th of June last I had the honour to report to the 
Earl of Malmesbury the steps which I took on learning that seventy-six of the negroes 
landed at Humacao from the barque “ Majestic’ had been embarked on board of the 
Spanish schooner “ Terrible” for conveyance to Cuba, with the object of selling them 
into slavery. 

General Cotoner, finding that the information received from me was confirmed by 
the non-arrival of “ Terrible” at St. Thomas, the ostensible port of destination, caused 
the persons indicated in my note as the promoters of the scheme to be apprehended, 
and proceedings to be taken against them for the alleged offence. 

This step on the part of the chief authority has caused a considerable sensation here, 
as the principal individual concerned, Don Ramon Pon, is a man of some note in the 
island. He was at first permitted to remain at large within the walls of the city, under 
the surveillance of the police, on the authority of a medical certificate ; but he is now 
confined in the Fort, together with Salvador Cordova, Juan Carmona, Pedro Rios, and 
Casimiro Perez, who are assumed to be his accomplices in the transaction. 

The suit instituted against these persons, be its result what it may, is a great blow 
to the designs of the slave-traders here. It is a check applied in the proper quarter, and 
cannot fail to have the effect of completely discouraging the project which appears to 
have been entertained, of reviving the Slave Trade in Puerto Rico. 

There are many men here who would not object to embark their money in these 
enterprises, but who would hesitate to engage in schemes which might have the effect, if | 
unsuccessful, of endangering their personal liberty. 

I have constantly endeavoured to impress upon General Cotoner the necessity of 
reaching the promoters and ae agents of these schemes rather than the subor- 
dinates, who, whatever may be the degree of their guilt, are certainly less culpable than 
their principals, and the promptitude with which his Excellency has acted upon this 
occasion must be regarded as a proof of the sincerity of the profession which he has as 
constantly made of his desire to prevent a renewal of this Traffic within the limits of 
his Government. . 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
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No. 526. 


Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 12.) 


My Lord, Puerto Rico, August 11, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of your Lordship, that the Master 
of the Spanish schooner “ Terrible” succeeded in making his way to Cuba, and there 
disposing of his living freight. I have hitherto been unable to learn the precise place at 
which these negroes were disembarked, and no intelligence upon this point appears to 
have reached the British Acting Consul-General in Havana, with whom I bave been in 
correspondence on the subject. 

I have, however, the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that the “ Terrible,” having 
been brought back to this island, was seized at Guanicd, a small port for coasting-vessels 
on the southern coast, and the whole of the crew were made prisoners and committed 
for trial. The declarations of the crew served still further to implicate the promoters of 
_ on aes who are also in close confinement, as I stated to your Lordship in a previous 

espatch. 

The Master of “ Terrible,” it is reported, remained in Cuba; I have not obtained any 
positive information on this point yet. It is a curious circumstance, attending the 
proceedings of the authorities, that the Masters and Supercargoes of slave-vessels usually 
contrive to escape. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
No 6526. 
Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Puerto Rico, August 13, 18659. 


I HAVE, from time to time, in my communications to General Cotoner, indicated 
to his Excellency the names of the owners of those estates upon which the negroes are 
secreted that were landed from “ Majestic,” and were seized by the authorities at 
Humacao, out of whose possession they were kidnapped by their present holders. 

Although a search was at first instituted in a part of the country where there were 
few or none of the missing negroes, the principal offenders pointed out by me have not 
been molested hitherto in the possession of these slaves. 

The Government affects to consider that it is relieved from all further necessity of 
endeavouring to restore these negroes to comparative liberty, and of placing them upon 
the same footing as the emancipados by the the terms of the IXth Article of the Royal 
Order of the 2nd of March, 1845, which provides that no planter is to bemolested in the 

ssession of his negroes by any question that may be raised as to the manner in which 
he obtained them. 

.The negroes in question, however, having been actually in the charge of the authori- 
ties, became free from that fact alone ; the actual possessors are known, and one planter 
at Humacao, named Linzanares, works some of them openly, and even ostentatiously. 
These negroes are as distinct from the negroes of the island as if they had fallen from 
another sphere, so that no doubt whatever can exist as to the facility with which they 
might be identified. I have, therefore, the honour to submit whether, in the opinion of 
your Lordship, I have done everything that is practicable, under the circumstances, to 
obtain their restoration to comparative liberty, or if I should be justified in again calling 
upon the Government to procure their emancipation, which, if effected, would probably 
set the question of the revival of the Slave Trade here permanently at rest. 

‘ I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 


i 
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No. 527. 


Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell_—{ Received January 19, 1860.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Puerto Rico, December 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that thirty individuals of the crews of 
the slave-ships “ Majestic” and “ Terrible” have been condemned, under a sentence of 
the Supreme Court, to penal servitude for four years in the chain-gang employed at the 
Arsenal here, and that this punishment has already commenced to take effect. 

The suit is still pending that was instituted against the promoters of the expedition 
in which the “ Terrible” was engaged, and which formed the subject of my despatch 
No. 11 of the 10th of August last. These persons, namely, Ramon Pon. Salvador 
Cordova, Juan Carmona, Pedro Rios, and Casimiro Perez, after having been imprisoned 
for some time, were liberated, on giving security to the amount of 10,000 dollars in each 
case that they will be forthcoming whenever the sentence of the Court may be promul- 
gated. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LENNON HUNT. 
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No. 528. 
Vice-Consul March to Lord J. Russell.——(Received December 15.) 


My Lord, Santander, December 9, 1859. 


WITH reference to a despatch from Mr. Under-Secretary Hammond, dated May 28, 
1856, granting me permission, under particular circumstances, to forward information 
direct to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, I have the honour to report to 
your Lordship the following facts connected with the capture of a slaver by Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “Conflict,” communicated to me, confidentially, and under the special 
condition, that those which reflect upon the conduct of the naval authorities of Santander 
shall be sent privately to the Foreign Office. 

In June last, a Spanish captain named Silverio Cargijal came to Santander, having 
made about 2,000/. in the Slave Trade. His object was to purchase a cheap vessel for 
that abominable Traffic, in the hope of acquiring a fortune by the first venture, which, if 
successful, would have produced 25,0001., after paying expenses. He found a worthy 
associate in one Benito Otero, merchant and shipowner, who bought the “ Santos,” 
barque, changing her name to that of “ Primero de Quijano.” She took in part of her 
slave-fittings here, including water-casks and cauldrons, and had several men in addition 
to the ordinary crew on leaving the port of Santander. August 7th, she cleared in 
ballast for Rivadesella, Asturias, bound for Buenos Ayres, completing her equipment at 
the former port. 

It now becomes my duty to submit to the superior consideration of your Lordship, 
that it is most unlikely this vessel left Santander without the Commandant of Marine 
and the Captain of the port being aware of her character, the very strict and inquisitorial 
regulations touching the engagement of matriculated seamen (men belonging to the 
Maritime Inscription), rendering such a proceeding almost impossible. It is, however, 
certain, that the above officials knew of the fact immediately after the departure of the 
slaver, and yet they did not report it to the Minister of Marine, nor take steps to detain 
her, although there was a man‘of-war and a powerful steam-tug in the harbour. 
Whether either, or both, of these functionaries were bribed I cannot say with certainty 
at present, and, therefore, limit myself to drawing your Lordship’s attention to the 
probability of the owners of the slaver having perceived the necessity of purchasing thé 
connivance of authorities, who could scarcely remain in ignorance of their unlawful 
acts, and whose duty it was to arrest them and embargo the vessel. The standard of 
official probity is still so low in Spain that anything short of embezzlement is considered 
fair in public men, whilst most Spaniards regard the Slave Trade with favour on account 
of Cuba, and some of the authorities of that island, as well as those of certain Spanish 
ports in the Mediterranean, connive at it for the sake of money. 

I have, further, the honour to state to your Lordship that this is the first 
attempt of the kind here, although I understand it is likely not to be the last. The 
port of Santander is formed by an extensive estuary, and as vessels often lay more 
than a mile off the town, and are constantly leaving for coast ports and Cuba, and South 
America, I should find it difficult, especially as an agent of a Government energeti- 
cally opposed to the Slave Tradc, to penetrate the designs and detect the artful 
manceuvres and preparations of speculators in it, unless I had the assistance of a 
trustworthy Spaniard well acquainted with everything that is passing in the port. 
Under these circumstances, perhaps your Lordship will be pleased to sanction my 
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offering, privately, to such a person, a reward of 50/., under the express condition that 
he enables me to procure the embargo of a slaver me port of Santander. 
ve, &c. 
(Signed) LEOPOLD MARCH. 





No. 529. 
Vice-Consul March to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received December 19.) 


My Lord, Santander, December 13, 1859. 


I RESPECTFULLY beg leave to state, with reference to a communication of a 
rivate nature, which peculiar circumstances induced me to venture to address to 
ord John Russell on the 9th instant, concerning the Slave Trade at this port, that so 

persuaded am I that the Commandant of Marine and the Captain of the Port knew that 
the “ Primero de Quijano” wasa slaver whilst fitting out here, and that the latter official, 
if not both, were bribed, that I ‘should like to be permitted to ny and obtain, in a quiet 
and discreet manner, evidence of the fact. At the same time I find myself obliged to 
submit to your Lordship’s superior consideration, that whilst I have obtained, in con- 
fidence, useful information from one party who, acting on principle, is above takin; 
remuneration as an informer, there are others from whom I think I could learn all 
want with the help of money. I further beg leave to state, that in the latter case, 
having bought my information, I should be able to communicate to your Lordship the 
name and position of the party who gave it me, in order to further the ends of justice. 

I trust I shall be excused for venturing to address your Lordship direct, as I do so 

in the hope of securing success to private investigations at once delicate and difficult, 
provided I receive permission to pursue them. 


I have &c. 
(Signed) LEOPOLD MARCH. 
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No. 5380. 


. Consul Murray to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Reeived July 11.) 
(No. 1.) 


My Lord, Teneriffe, June 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies, together with their translations, 
of a correspondence which has passed between this Consulate and his Excellency the 
Acting Captain-General of the Canary Islands upon the subject of the suspicious 
proceedings at Grand Canary of a Spanish brig called “ Delicias,” which vessel it had 
been reported to me was fitting out for Slave Trade purposes at the port of La Luz, in 
that island. 

It appears from his Excellency’s reply, that he had obtained similar information as 
myself, and that the Captain-Superintendent of Marine of this province was about to 
proceed to Grand Canary, to investigate the affair in person. The “ Delicias,” 
however, has come to this port, probably with the view of endeavouring to dissipate the 
suspicioas that have attached to her proceedings at Grand Canary. 

As I consider, notwithstanding this plausible procedure, that the “ Delicias” will 
not ultimately relinquish her imputed object, I shall communicate these facts for the 
information of the officers commanding the several divisions of Her Majesty’s squadron 
on the West Coast of Africa. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY JOHN MURRAY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 530. 
Consul Murray to the Acting Captain-General of the Canary Islands. 


(Translation.) Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, June 11, 1859. 

INFORMATION has just been received at this Consulate, that the Spanish brig 
“ Delicias,” Berris, master, under the pretext of repairs at the port of La Luz, in the 
neighbouring island of Grand Canary, has constructed a slave-deck, and every requisite 
equipment for a voyage to the Coast of Africa to engage in the Slave Trade, and is 
on the point of departure. 

I have the honour to immediately communicate this information to your Excellency, 
so that, in the event of this accusation being well founded, you may be pleased to 
adopt, in reference thereto, such measures as the case demands, and which your 
Excellency may deem expedient. 

God preserve, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY JOHN MURRAY. 


$92 SPAIN. (Cotsular)— Teneriffe. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 530. 
The Acting Captain-General of the Canary Islands to Consul Murray. 


(Translation.) P Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, June 11, 1859. 

PREVIOUS to your communication of this date, the Captain Superintendent of 
Marine of these Islands informed me yesterday of having received confidential infor- 
mation, which induced some suspicion respecting the equipment of the brig “ Delicias ” 
at Grand Canary, in consequence of which he was preparing to set out to-day in 
the “Nivaria,” under the ‘pretext Of proceeding to the Island of Palma, in order to 
ascertain personally the facts of the case, and take such steps as may be necessary. 

Notwithstanding this, I have transmitted to him a copy of your communication, 
and I beg to thank you for your interest regarding a service which is so strictly 
enjoined by the Government of Her Majesty my Sovereign Lady the Queen. 

God preserve &c. 

(Signed) JOAQUIN RAVENET. 
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TRIPOLI. 
No. 531. 
Consul-General Herman to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 30.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Tripoli, December 7, 185Y. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that some eighteen or twenty months 
ago, a Tunisian, named Sheik Omar el Shenauny, arrived at Ghadames from Tunis, with 
the avowed object of proceeding to the interior for the purchase of slaves. 

Although warned by the authorities that the Slave Trade was abolished, he never- 
theless persisted in his design, and some time after returned to Ghadames with twenty-four 
slaves. 

On this flagrant audacity being reported to the late Governor-General, Osman Pasha, 
he immediately transmitted orders to send down Omar el Shenauny to Tripoli under close 
arrest, and to manumit the slaves. On the line of march, however, the Turkish escort 
was attacked and overpowered by a party of El Shenauny’s friends, and himself rescued. 

Notwithstanding this, some two months ago this man returned from Tunis to Tripoli, 
and established his quarters at the residence of the Tunisian Consular Agent. After a 
short sojourn, he left clandestinely for Ghadames; and on arrival there, through the 
culpable connivance of the local authorities—despite the energetic remonstrances of Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul, Mr. Freeman—he was permitted to leave the town with eighteen of 
the original party of slaves, and to move upon the Tunisian frontier. 

On my reporting this affair to the Governor-General, he first dispatched a detachment 
of Cavalry to intercept the fugitives; secondly, reported the matter to his agent at Tunis ; 
and, thirdly, sent orders to send down under arrest to Tripoli, three or four individuals 
denounced by Mr. Freeman for their complicity in El Shenauny’s operation. On their 
arrival here, they were for some time confined in the public prison, and would have been 
made a further example of but for the intercession of Mr. Freeman. The Mudir of 
Ghadames will be superseded, and the Medjlis entirely reorganized. And, lastly, | yesterday 
received a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Tunis, to whom [| 
also wrote on the subject, reporting that, upon his representation, His Highness the Bey 
of Tunis had caused El Shenauny to be arrested, and had manumitted the eighteen 
negresses. 

< Throughout this affair, the conduct of his Excellency the Governor-General has been 
marked by energetic promptness and extreme good faith; but so enormous are now the 
profits realized by the slave-dealers, that, independent of other causes, no measure of 
example or of punishment will, I fear, for a length of time to come, arrest the Traffic in 
Slaves. Only last night, I received a despatch from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 
Mourzouk, reporting that a caravan of 150 slaves had left Ghat for the district of Bengasi 
or Egypt. The last-named country I deem to be the most probable direction of their march, 
where an extended line of frontier renders the contraband introduction of slaves an 
operation of perfect impunity. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HERMAN, 
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No. 535. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 2.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Therapia, August 24, 1859. 

THE Porte consents to summon at once the Kaimakam of Massowah to Constantinople 
to explain and answer for his conduct. 

In agreeing, however, to my proposal, the Ottoman Ministers have requested me to 
place upon record that this compliance on the part of the Porte is not to serve as a 
precedent in future, because we ourseives should not approve of the Porte condemning or 
dismissing its functionaries without first hearing what they have to state in their defence. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 
No. 536. 
Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J, Russell_—(Received November 19.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Dardanelles, November 9, 1859. 


HAVING been informed by Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Salonica that a party of 
negroes and negresses had arrived at that port in the Ottoman steamer ‘* Baroness Tecco ” 
from Tripoli, and that suspicions were entertained of their being furnished with forged 
papers of manumission, I took the opportunity of calling upon the Porte to repeat its 
orders in peremptory terms, and to put a stop, once for all, to this infamous Traffic. 

Translations of the Vizirial letters which, at my request, have been forwarded to the 
Governors of Tripoli and Salonica respectively, are inclosed herewith for your Lordship’s 
information. 

I have, &:c. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 536. 


Vizirial Letter to the Governor-General of Tripoli in the West. 
(Translation.) 

IT has been heard that a party of negro slaves have lately reached Salonica from 
Tripoli by the steamer ‘“‘ Baroness Tecco,” under the Ottoman flag. 

The conveyance of and Traffic in Negro Slaves having, as I need not tell you, been 
positively forbidden, by His Majesty’s order, in His Majesty’s dominions, nothing will be 
allowed to take place in violation of this order, and when such things do occur, the provi- 
sions of the prohibition are immediately enforced. But the complete enforcement and 
maintenance of this order éan only be attained by putting a stop to this illicit Traffic at its 
very source, that is, by adopting effectual measures for preventing the exportation of a 
single negro slave, male or female, from those parts. 

You will, with your usual sagacity and knowledge, renew and enforce afresh the 
provisions of the above prohibition in the places placed under your jurisdiction, and adopt 
some permanent mode for preventing, in future, the transport and exportation of such 
negro slaves, and you will put it in practice. 

But it is moreover reported, that these negroes are carried away and made to pass as 
free persons. It would not be becoming to prevent the circulation, in the interior of His 
Majesty's province, of persons of free condition, so that, if they are really free, nothing 
can be said to them; but as it is probable that these persons may, in the first instance, be 
designated as free, and then sold as slaves to this person and to that person, it will be 
necessary to be constantly on the look-out to ascertain whether such negroes as are about 
to be sent away from there are free or not. You will, therefore, establish it as a rule, and, 
in fact, as the sole method of putting a stop to this evil, that an inquiry is to be instituted 
and proof to be adduced before the Mehkeme and Medjlis as to the freedom of every 
negro or negress to be carried away from thence, and the “teskeré” to be given them is 
to be filled up accordingly. 

October ® 1859. 
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Vizirial Letter to the Pasha of Salonica. 
(Translation.) 

IT has been heard that a party of negro slaves has recently come from Tripoli to 
Salonica by the steamer ‘“ Baroness Tecco,’’ under Ottoman colours, The transport of, 
and trade in, negro slaves being, as I need not tell you, positively forbidden in His 
Majesty’s dominions, nothing will be allowed to take place in defiance of this prohibition ; 
and when such acts do occur, the provisions of the prohibition will be immediately enforced. 
But, nevertheless, the most effectual mode of enforcing this measure is the prevention of 
this illicit traffic at its very source; that is, the adoption of measures for preventing the 
exportation from Tripoli of a single negro, male or female. 

You will, therefore, with your acknowledged sagacity and discernment, institute a 
minute inquiry as to where the slaves conveyed by that steamer have come from, and in 
what capacity they were thus conveyed. Should they have been really brought thither as 
slaves, and for the purposes of sale, you will proclaim their liberty and see that they are 
allowed to use it, affording them the necessary assistance for (suitable) quarters. 

It is moreover reported that these slaves are free persons in reality. Even if this 
report is correct, it is still necessary to practise towards them the rites of humanity ; so 
that, even if free, you will provide for their comfort, as far as possible, at the hands of 
Government. 

October 19, 1859. 





No. 537. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 26, 1859. 
WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No.3 of the 9th instant, I have to 
acquaint your Excellency that I approve of your having called upon the Porte to repeat, 
in peremptory terms, the orders which have been for some time past in force, prohibiting 
the Traffic in Negro Slaves from the ports in Tripoli. : 
I have, however, to observe, that if, as appears to be the case, this Traffic still 
continues, it exists rather from the omission of the Turkish Government to punish the 
offending parties than from the want of stringent orders for its repression ; and I have to 
instruct your Excellency to take an opportunity of pointing this out to the Turkish 
Government. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


398 


TURKEY. (Consular }— Abyssinia. 





No. 538. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 


(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Massowah, November 30, 1858. 


( 899 ) 
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No. 359. 


‘ Acting Consul Calvert to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Alexandria, September 12, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a document addressed to me by 
the Right Reverend S. M. B. Serra, Roman Catholic Bishop of Western Australia, stating 
that the Egyptian Government had opposed the departure from Alexandria of five free 
black children whom he had embarked on board of an Austrian steamer bound for Trieste, 
and claiming, as a British subject, the interference of this Consulate to enable them to 
leave Egypt. 

On the Bishop’s Agent, the Reverend B. Verry, presenting to me the document in 
question on the 6th instant, I informed him that, before I could possibly proceed in the 
matter, it was essential for me to ascertain the origin of these children, and the manner in 
which they came into the possession of the Bishop; and I explained to Mr. Verry the 
severe nature of our laws towards all British dealers in slaves, observing at the same time 
that [ could only interfere with the local authorities on the production of proof of the 
children not belonging to Egypt; and I added that, unless I felt perfectly satistied that the 
transaction was unconnected with slaves, I declined affording any assistance whatever. 

Mr. Verry, in reply, pleaded complete ignorance of the history of the children, 
asserting that he did not even know how long they had been at Alexandria. I therefore 
proposed that they should be sent for and questioned separately in our presence and in 
that of persons on the part of the Local Government. This was accordingly done the same 
day. ‘The children had, I was told, conversed freely in Arabic at the Police Oftice when 
Mr. Verry was not present; but they could scarcely be prevailed upon to utter a word 
before him. Sufficient evidence was, however, elicited to prove their acquaintance with 
Arabic; from which circumstance the local authorities naturally inferred a certain period 
of residence in Egypt. The children’s features betrayed their Nubian origin; and they 
were probably sent from Cairo to Alexandria in charge of the Bishop, in the expectation 
that, under his protection, backed with the support of this Consulate, no difficulty would 
be raised on their embarking. The Egyptian Government, however, is extremely strict 
and vigilant in preventing natives, especially females, from leaving the country. As 
Mr. Verry could not give any satisfactory explanations, I informed him that I declined 
claiming the children from the authorities, in whose hands they now are. 

At the time this investigation occurred, I was not aware (but I have since discovered) 
that Bishop José Serra had obtained, on the 5th instant, a passport from the Spanish 
Consul-General residing here, describing him as a Spanish subject. This passport was 
countersigned, in this Office, for Malta ; but a difference existing in the Bishop’s initials, 
and the word “Obispo” having been erroneously taken for a surname, I did not then 
identify the two names to be one. 

I should not have troubled your Lordship with the details of this affair, were it not 
tor the high and responsible position which Bishop Serra has held, and may still have to 
hold, in a British Colony, and for the covert and unworthy attempt to make this Consulate 
a party to an illegal transaction. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY H. CALVERT. 
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Inclosure in No. 539. 
The Rev. S. Serra to Acting Consul Calvert. 


THIS is to certify that I, the Undersigned, a subject of Her Majesty the Queen of 
England, and Bishop of the Roman Catholic Church in Western Australia, having placed 
on board the Austrian steamer the ‘‘ Neptune,” which has left this port of Alexandria for 
Trieste on the morning of this day, the 5th of September, 1859, in the company and 
under the protection of the Rev. B. Verry, four free black children, M. Zahara, F. Bakita, 
T. Fateme, A. Hana, and the boy, equally free, J. Abdallah, who all most anxiously wish 
to go to receive in some college an European education, have learnt with the greatest 
surprise that those five free children have been taken out from the steamer, and have been 
forced to remain in Alexandria. 

I have immediately taken different steps to learn where they have been placed, but I 
am sorry to say uselessly, till very late in the evening, when I have had the honour of an 
interview with his Excellency the Governor of this town, from whom I have learned that 
the five children had been placed in the Bath House, Governor-street. Authority has 
been very kindly given by his Excellency to me to supply them with some food, which I 
have done most willingly. 

Finally, having requested personal freedom for them, and liberty to go where they 
wish to be reared up in a civilized manner, his Excellency the Governor of Alexandria has 
been pleased to say that the five black children will be placed next day, according to my 
request, at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Consul in this town. Wherefore, and in conse- 
quence of my being obliged to leave Alexandria for Malta on the morning of to-morrow 
the 6th of September, 1 hereby do appoint the Very Rev. B. Verry my agert and repre- 
sentative for the purpose of receiving the five mentioned children, to be their guardian and 
protector in my place, and to bring them to me as soon as possible to Europe. 

I beg to request most respectfully from Her Majesty’s Consul in this town, if required, 
the most efficacious protection in favour of these five free children, and not to permit them 
to be deprived of a right common to the subjects of all nations. 

Given in the town of Alexandria this 5th day of September, 1859. 

(Signed) S. M. B. SERRA, 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Western Australia. 





No. 540. 


Lord J. Russell to Acting Consul Calvert. 

(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1859. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. | of the 12th of September last, I inclose, for 
your information, the accompanying extract of a letter from the Colonial Office, by which 
you will perceive that the Rev. S. M. B. Serra, Roman Catholic Bishop for Western 
Australia, who requested your interference with the Egyptian Government in his behalf, in 
order to obtain permission for five black children to leave Egypt for Trieste, has no title 
to the name of a Pritish subject, or to any intervention in his favour by the British Consular 
authorities. 

IT am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





inclosure in No. 540. 
Mr. Elliot to Mr. Hammond. 


Sir, Downing Street, November 4, 1859. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 7th ultimo, forwarding a copy of one from 
Mr. Calvert, the Acting British Consul at Alexandria, reporting the circumstances under 
which the Roman Catholic Bishop of Western Australia had applied for his interference 
with the oe Government in order to obtain permission for five black children to 
leave Egypt for Trieste, I am directed by the Duke of Newcastle to acquaint you, for the 
information of Lord John Russell, that Bishop Serra is a Spaniard who was named by 
the Pope to be Roman Catholic Bishop in Western Australia, where he became involved 
n various controversies and discussion ; sthat a local Ordinance was passed, giving him the 
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privileges of a naturalized British subject within the a but that he has never received 
any more general naturalization. Beyond the limits of Western Australia he continues to 
this day a Spaniard and an alien, over whose actions Her Majesty’s Government have 
no control, and who has no title to the name of a British subject, or to any intervention 
in his favour by British Consular authorities. : , 

His Grace would suggest that the British Consul at Alexandria should be put in 
possession of this information. 





lam, &c. 
(Signed) T. FREDK. ELLIOT. 
No. 541. 
Acting Consul Calvert to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 15.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Alexandria, December 5, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. } of 
the 10th of November last, inclosing an extract of a letter from the Colonial Office, by 
which I learn that the Rev. S. M. B. Serra, Roman Catholic Bishop for Western Australia, 
referred to in my despatch No. 1 of the 12th of September last, has no title to the name 
of a British subject, or to any intervention on his behalf by the British Consular autho- 
rities. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY H. CALVERT. 
No. 542 
Consul-General Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 13.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Cairo, January 3, 1860. 


IN consequence of a despatch received a few days ago from Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Tripoli, I have addressed the note, of which copy is inclosed, to his Excellency 
Cherif Pasha, our Foreign Minister, requiring the Viceroy’s Government to take energetic 
measures to prevent the entrance into Egypt of the caravan of slaves alluded to in Major 
Herman’s despatch. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 





° Inclosure in No. 542. 
Consul-General Colquhoun to Cherif Pasha. 


M. le Ministre, Le Caire, le 2 Janvier, 1660. 

JE crois de mon devoir de porter 4 la connaissance du Gouvernement de Son Altesse 
le Viceroi, que je viens de recevoir une depéche de l’Agent et Consul-Général de Sa 
Majesté & Tripoli, m’annongant qu’une caravane conduisant 150 esclaves est partie de 
Ghat, sa destination étant ou le districte de Bengazi ou l’Egypte. Ona lieu a croire que 
c’est pour ce dernier, car sa ligne étendue de frontiére rend trés facile le passage en 
Egypte, par contrebande, des esclaves. 

Gouverneur-Général de Tripoli a pris des mesures énergiques en envoyant un fort 
détachement de Cavalerie pour couper la marche a cette caravane, et jespére que le 
Gouvernement éclairé de Son Altesse ne manquera pas de son cdté de faire tout son 
possible pour seconder les efforts du Gouvernement de Tripoli, et faire avorter un attentat 
de renouveller l’odieux trafic en chaire canes: 

e prie, &c, 


prie, & 
(Signé) =’: ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 
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No. 543. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Colquhoun. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 14, 1860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 1 of the 3rd instant (which should have been 
numbered in your Slave Trade series), inclosing a copy of a note addressed by you to 
Cherif Pasha on learning from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Tripoli, that a caravan of 
slaves was expected to enter the Egyptian territory from the neighbourhood of Ghat, and 
I have to acquaint you that I approve the note addressed by you to the Egyptian Minister 
on this subject. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 544. 
Consul-General Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—( Received January 21.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Cairo, January 9, 1860. 


REFERRING to my despatch No. | of the 3rd instant, I have the honour to inclose 
for the information of Her Majesty’s Government the reply of his Excellency Cherif Pasha, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the subject of the caravan of slaves which it was surmised 
might possibly be directed on the Egyptian frontier. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 544. 
Cherif Pasha to Consul-General Colquhoun. 


M. l’Agent et Consul-Général, Le Caire, le 7 Janvier, 1860. 
EN réponse a la dépéche que vous m/’avez adressée le 2 courant, relativement a 
une caravane d’esclaves qui serait partie de Ghat pour Bengazi ou |’Egypte, j’ai l’honneur 
de vous informer que je me suis empressé d’écrire 4 son Excellence le Ministre de 
I'Intérieur, en Vinvitant 4 transmettre a qui de droit, les ordres nécessaires, afin d’exercer 
une surveillance active, et au besoin une repression sévére, a l’égard de toute violation que 
pourrait tenter cette caravane contre les réglements applicables a l’Egypte. 
Veuillez, &c. 
Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, 
Signed) CHERIF PACHA. 
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No. 545. 


Consul Longworth to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 23.) 
No. 1.) 
ry Lord, Monastir, March 31, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith inclosed to your Lordship, copies of two 
despatches dated January 25th and March 22nd, to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople ; also a letter to me dated 15th instant, from Mr. Vice-Consul Blunt. 
All these documents have reference to a case alluded to in the correspondence of 
Mr. Blunt, under date of April 30, 1858. 

I beg also to inclose a copy of the letter from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Tripoli, therein referred to. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. A. LONGWORTH. 


Inclosure | in No. 545. 
Consul Longworth to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Monastir, January 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch under date of the 
7th instant, from your Excellency, together with an inclosed Memorandum from the 
Foreign Department of the Sublime Porte; wherein it is stated that the Roumely- 
Valessy had just reported that two female negro servants, a short time ago, stole a jewelled 
flower the property of the General of Brigade, Achmet Pasha, and took refuge in the house 
of the British Consul. Your Excellency “is therefore requested to be so good as to instruct 
the Consul to send those persons back, or if they refuse to return, to recover and restore 
the flower which they have stolen, sending this instruction to the Sublime Porte for 
transmission to its destination.” ; 

With reference to this Memorandum, I have to acknowledge the considerate course 
taken by your Excellency in forwarding it to me for my remarks, instead of acting on 
the unsubstantiated statements and unreasonable demands contained therein. Though 
docketed, I perceive, as a “ complaint against Mr. Longworth,” it is founded on circum- 
stances which occurred while I was absent from Monastir. 

For a full inquiry into the details of the case, I must refer your Excellency to the 
correspondence of Mr. Acting Consul Blunt with Her Majesty’s Embassy during the course 
of last year, or perhaps the inclosed copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Tripoli may be considered sufficiently conclusive as to its merits. 

Among the troop mentioned by Major Herman as having been marshalled before him 
for manumission, were the two runaway slave-girls now claimed by Achmet Pasha. To 
evade the orders of the Government, the Pasha furnished them with “azad tezkerehs” 
(manumission tickets); and, to lull their suspicions previously to shipping them to Salonica, 
he delivered these in the presence of Her Majesty's Consul-General, who was thus made a 
party to and security for the engagements contained therein. The negroes embarked on 
the faith of the certificates so guaranteed, which on arrival at Salonica were treacherously 
taken away from the poor creatures and destroyed. 

Under these circumstances, we cannot feel surprised that they should make their 
escape, and take refuge in the first British Consulate they found open to them. 

The charge of theft brought against them is a mere pretext, and, your Excellency will 
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permit me to observe, a most shallow one. It has become a stale practice to accuse 
runaway slaves with robbery. The corpus delicti being for the most part apportioned to 
the estimated value of the slaves in the market, little attention is paid to any other point ; 
and with respect to the article alleged to have been stolen, sometimes the most absurd 
statements are made. A negress, for instance, who last year took refuge in the French 
Consulate, was, by a strange confusion of ideas, charged with running away with a coach, 
value 4,000 piastres. 

It is not true, as the Pasha states, that no satisfactory answer on the subject was 
returned from the Consulate. On the contrary, when the charge of theft was first 
advanced by him (which was only a month after the children had been at the Consulate, 
and when it was found they would not be given up), I immediately acceded to his request 
that the matter should be investigated at the Consulate, or any other place he might 
appoint. But he took no steps in the matter, unless it were to write to Constantinople, 
and misrepresent it entirely. 

In the meanwhile, as the girls begged earnestly not to be sent back to Achmet Pasha’s 
harem, where they said they had been most cruelly treated, and as no other place could be 
found for them, Mr. Blunt took them into his service. Subsequently, when they were 
about to be removed with the rest of the family to Uscup, I gave due notice to the Pasha, 
requesting to have the matter of the alleged robbery examined, but he declined to 
interfere. 

Should your Excellency now think fit to authorize an inquiry, I hope it may be insti- 
tuted at Uscup: the Roumely Valessy has himself signified to me his wish to that 
effect. 

In my humble opinion, the only delinquent in the case is Achmet Pasha; he deserves 
to be severely punished for breach of faith to Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tripoli, and 
for contempt of the orders issued by his own Government. 

Mr. Blunt will be found, I believe, to have acted with firmness and consistency 
throughout the affair, and I trust his conduct will meet your Excellency’s approval. 

To conclude with the words of the Memorandum, which I have herewith the honour 
to return inclosed, and in which it is requested that if these persons refuse to return them- 
selves, the flower they have stolen may be returned, I can only say that the parties have 
positively refused to return; and as to the flower, it is, as I have already explained, merely 
a flower of speech, signifying a certain amount of piastres, the purchase-money of the 
slaves, which I do not suppose your Excellency will order to be restored. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. A. LONGWORTH. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 545. 
Consul Longworth to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, Monastir, March 22, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch 
under date of the 28th ultimo, relative to the two slave-girls who escaped from the harem 
of Achmet Pasha to this Consulate. 

In compliance with your Excellency’s desire that ‘I should send you some clear 
statement as to the manner in which the manumission paper to which I allude was taken 
from these girls, and as to the person by whom it was taken,” I beg to transmit herewith 
inclosed the copy of aletter from Mr. Vice-Consul Blunt, who was Acting Consul at 
Monastir when the circumstances in connection with this affair took place. 

This statement, your Excellency observes, “together with the despatch from the 
Consul-General at Tripoli, would sufficiently prove that the girls in question are free.” 

The identity of these girls with the parties mentioned in the despatch is not denied : 
their freedom, therefore, dates from the delivery of their manumission papers, which the 
despatch alone suffices to prove. The fact of their no longer having them in their 
possession—for otherwise they would only have been too glad to produce them—affords a 
stronger evidence than any statement they can make on the subject that the papers have 
been taken away from thein. 

This treacherous proceeding, added to the cruel treatment they experienced in Achmet 
Pasha’s harem, to which I referred in general terms in my despatch of the 25th January, 
and of which Mr. Blunt furnishes particulars in his letter, shows, in the manner which 
your Excellency pronounces to be conclusive, “that they were bond fide confined and 
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treated as slaves previous to their flight, thus affording a fair reason, without the robbery 
alleged, for their elopement.”’ 

Your Excellency proceeds to say, “ It would be necessary to make an inquiry at the 
place you deem most suited for it, with respect to the robbery itself.” This had been 
already done, though, to say the truth, I laid little stress on what might be said by the 
parties implicated either in one way or the other. 

The lady of Abdy Pasha, whose daughter is married to a son of Achmet Pasha, and 
lives with his harem, came on their part to the Consulate to negotiate for the recovery of 
these girls, and, with reference to the theft, expressed her disbelief of it. She said ‘it was 
* bosh” —fabulous. 

Mr. Blunt’s statement on this head is fully confirmed by Mrs. Longworth. It is 
undeniable that “if there is nothing in the bare statement of a robbery having been 
committed to show that such a robbery was committed, there is nothing in the bare state- 
ment that it was not committed to prove such a contradiction to be just.” Still your 
Excellency would, I doubt not, give character and credibility, as between the accuser and 
the accused, their due weight ; whilst it is no less certain that the burden of proof rests 
always with the accuser. 

No facility for an inquiry has been withheld by this Consulate. As I stated in my 
despatch of the 25th January, the Valy has been repeatedly invited to take what steps he 
pleased in the matter, and that course is still open to him and to all concerned. I have 
stated as much before, and partly for that reason forbore to enter minutely into the 
question till it could be duly investigated. 

Of what then do they complain? Manifestly, it is not an inquiry they want. They 
ask for the property alleged to have been stolen without an inquiry (well aware that no 
such objects can be found), that they may obtain the recovery of the slaves, which is the 
alternative stipulated in the Memorandum. Is it not perfectly clear that if these jewels 
had been stolen their restitution would, under all circumstances, be insisted upon ? 

In one point relating to the charge of theft, your Excellency will permit me, perhaps, 
to explain my meaning, which I have failed apparently in making clear to you, since you 
add: ‘‘ Nor is there anything in the fact that one person was accused absurdly of having 
stolen a coach to disprove the assertion of another person having stolen a jewelled flower, 
an object which, if anything was stolen, was probably one for theft.” 

The scope of what I said was simply to illustrate that charges of this kind were 
hackneyed, and, as a proof of their being so, I cited one instance out of many of the 
heedlessness with which they were preferred; everything, in fact, but the estimated value 
of the fugitive property being lost sight of. 

In a country where falsehood and perjury are held so light, countercharges of this 
nature cannot be entertained with too much caution. Were such an advantage conceded 
to slave-dealers, not one of their victims could possibly escape or be rescued—the shield of 
the Consulate would no longer avail them. 

Your Excellency, I fear, may have thought that, with reference to this charge of theft, 
I did not in my despatch of the 25th January meet it with the careful consideration which 
its gravity seemed to require. In acknowledging that 1 may have been wanting in this 
respect, | may be allowed, perhaps, to plead that with the moral certainty there was of its 
being simulated, it was not easy to treat it seriously. I at the same time feel the full 
weight of your admonition “that the greatest care should be taken in all these cases to 
act with the strictest justice, and not to give the authorities reason to suppose that we act 
beyond our just powers, whilst at the same time we are firm in having those just powers 
respected.” 

I shall have credit I trust with your Excellency for my desire to act in the spirit of 
this instruction. It has been more particularly in dealing with the vast and delicate 
question of domestic slavery in Turkey that I have felt this circumspection to be necessary. 
I have more than once also had cause to regret that I was not in possession of some 
general instructions for my guidance on the subject; and in this particular case of the 
importation of slaves by Achmet Pasha, though solicited by Mr. Blunt as supplementary 
to the Turkish firmans, they were not furnished by Mr. Alison, to whom he applied for 
them. 

In the absence, therefore, of instructions I have had to shape my course by such rules 
as circumstances and a sense of equity appeared to dictate, and in so doing it has occurred 
to me that there was one broad distinction to be drawn—it is between the mass of slaves 
domesticated in the Empire, and those who, in violation of the Sultan’s firmans, continue 
to be imported from Africa. The prevention of this Traffic, by whatever moral influence 
they possess, is, if I mistake not, the bounden duty of Her Majesty’s Consuls. As to the 
slaves already in the country, I have always been under the impression that the less I 
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undertook to do for them, which might be construed into vexatious or ad captandum 
interference, the better it would be on all accounts, not only because I believed that the 
same allowance should be made for the Turkish Government that has been evinced for 
every other, which in respect to slavery may have had a great social difficulty to solve, 
and vested and conflicting interests to reconcile, but also because I have been persuaded 
that the isolated efforts of a few Consular Agents could do little to ameliorate the lot of 
the slaves themselves. It is possible that some few out of the many thousands may, as 
in the case of those harboured by Mr. Blunt, find a happier home and more indulgent 
masters ; but this cannot affect the destiny of the multitude to whom, when once 
imported, it can make little difference whether they be emancipated or not. After all, the 
crime consists chiefly in bringing them here, and of this I must, with all deference, submit 
to your Excellency Achmet Pasha has, by Mr. Blunt’s vigilance and persevering exertions, 
been clearly convicted. How far it is aggravated by the attempt to make Her Majesty's 
Consul-General at Tripoli accessory to the fraud, is for your Excellency to consider. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. A. LONGWORTH. 


ooo 


Inclosure 3 in No. 545. 
Vice-Consul Blunt to Consul Longworth. 
Sir, Uscup, March 15, 1859. 

I DULY received your official letter of the 10th instant, in which you request me, with 
reference to a despatch of the 25th ultimo from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, 
to forward to you a statement of such particulars as have come to my knowledge relative to 
the manner in which the manumission papers were taken from the two girls alluded to in 
that despatch, and as to the person by whom they taken; I am also requested to furnish 
you with any information I can obtain as to the treatment of these girls while living in the 
harem of Achmet Pasha; and you conclude by observing that it would be desirable to 
examine the girls as to the circumstances connected with their flight to the Consulate at 
Monastir, and to ascertain whether they went there directly and spontancously without 
communicating with other parties. 

As to the information you require respecting the destruction of the manumission 
papers, I think | cannot do better than repeat the statement made to me by the boy 
Osman, who had taken refuge in Her Majesty’s Consulate at Monastir during the period T 
directed its affairs ; but before I do so it may be proper to state that Osman belonged to 
the troop of slaves brought from Tripoli to Monastir by the Major-General Achmet Pasha. 
He, together with another boy of the party (Selim), was sent as a present by Achmet Pasha 
io his immediate Chief, Ismail Pasha, the Mushir of Roumelia. This present was not at 
first rejected by his Excellency, as I afterwards learnt from Osman. The two boys 
remained about eleven weeks in the harem of the Mushir, when they were both suddenly 
returned to their first master. Osman, in consequence of having been cruelly treated by 
the chief groom of Achmet Pasha, and on hearing that he was to be sold to Abdi Pasha, 
the Commander of the troops at Scutari, took refuge in the Consulate, and applied to me 
for protection. | did not refuse to interest myself on his behalf, and I felt I could do 
so actively, as a few.days before J had been put in possession of Major Herman’s important 
despatch respecting the slaves of Achmet Pasha. A few hours after Osman had run away 
a person in the service of Achmet Pasha, his harem Kiahayasi, I believe, came to the 
Consulate and insisted on taking him away, declaring that he was the property of the 
Pasha. As the boy refused to accompany him, I did not allow him to effect his object. 
I availed myself of an early opportunity to acquaint the Governor-General at Monastir of 
Osman’s flight to the Consulate. His Excellency proposed that | should take the boy 
before the Medjlis. I consequently did so the next day ; when to my great satisfaction it 
was there and then decided by his Excellency, with the concurrence of the Medijlis, that, 
in virtue of the Imperial orders (which his Excellency had only received a few days before), 
and on the strength of the evidence conveyed in Major Herman’s despatch, Osman was 
free, and at liberty to go where he liked. 

It now appears from information given to me last week by the Kaimakam Hadji 
Venedic Fetah Bey, a member of the Military Council at Monastir, now charged with a 
mission at this place, that Achmet Pasha applied, through his son, to the Mushir of 
Roumelia to nullify the decision of the local Medjlis. His Excellency thereupon referred 
the application to his Military Council, where it was rejected on admission being made 
that Osman had been furnished with an “azad kiayat ” (manumission paper) before Her 
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Majesty’s Consul-General at Tripoli. After it had been decided that Osman was free, I 
took him to the Consulate, as he was ill, and had him properly clothed and attended to. 
When he was sufficiently well to be able to travel he applied to the Governor-General for 
a passport for Tripoli. His Excellency gave him one. With a little pecuniary assistance 
the boy left Monastir, and I have since heard nothing of him. 

I beg now to furnish you with the information I obtained from Osman respecting the 
delivery and destruction of the manumission papers distributed to him and to twenty others, 
natives of Africa, in the presence of Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tripoli, before their 
departure from there. 

Herein I have the honour to inclose a list of the names of these persons given to me 
by Osman, and afterwards confirmed by the two girls Fekiriyeh and Renghi Sefa. It 
appears that Achmet Pasha caused his slaves, twenty-one in number, including Osman and 
the two girls in question, to be brought before Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tripoli a 
few days previously to their embarkation for Salonica ; that Major Herman asked them if 
they were willing to accompany Achmet Pasha in the capacity of servants to Monastir, 
and that on their replying in the affirmative they were all furnished with letter of manumis- 
sion by the Pasha, and were given to understand both by the Pasha and the Consul that 
they were “azadlus” (possessors of such papers—manumitted) ; that they were allowed to 
retain these papers till the day they were conducted on board ship, when they were taken 
from them by a certain Achmet Effendi, the Pasha’s Aide-de-camp and secretary, who 
accompanied them ; that on entering the port of Canea the papers were returned to them 
by Achmet Effendi, when they were all told that in the event of any person coming on 
board to question them they were to say they were “azadlus” (manumitted) ; that during 
the vessel’s stay in the above-named port the slaves were not permitted to land, that they 
were only allowed to go on deck when it was dark, and were forced to remain in the ship’s 
hold during the day ; that on leaving Canea, Achmet Effendi again took the papers from 
them, kept them till the ship was anchored in the port of Salonica; he then gave them 
back. On landing at Salonica the slaves were all conducted into a khan situated in the 
Turkish quarter, and there the said Achmet Effendi took from them for the last time their 
manumission papers and destroyed them. 

The foregoing statement I obtained from Osman during the few weeks he remained 
near me. I often cross-questioned him on the subject, when I did not meet with a single 
instance of prevarication on his part; moreover the information he gave me was subse- 
quently fully confirmed by the two girls now near me, as well as by the other girl, Hosh 
Kadun, that took refuge in the Consulate, and who, as you are aware, while in the vicinity 
of Hussein Cavass’s house, was seized on by two Turkish women, placed on the back of a 
Jewish porter and thus carried screaming away. 

This incident, accompanied with other facts I am about to state, will, I hope, be 
deemed sufficient evidence that the twenty-one persons brought from Tripoli to Monastir 
by Achmet Pasha were treated by him and his harem as slaves. 

The Mushir of Roumelia, Ismail Pasha, distinctly told me when I renewed to his 
Excellency my representations on Achmet Pasha’s conduct, that the latter declared to 
him he “considered the Arabs he brought with him from Tripoli as his own property” 
(“‘kendu mallu’), and that he was at liberty to “sell or give them away ;” but Achmet 
Pasha did not confine himself to making this declaration—he acted on it. Besides Osman 
and Selim that he gave to the Mushir, but were afterwards returned to him, he sent two other 
boys to Constantinople as presents to some high dignitary there. The boy Selim he subse- 
quently gave to the Khaznadar of the Mushir, and another boy I am told he sent to a 
relative of his at Karaferia in the province of Salonica. Of the girls one was given to 
Abdi Pasha and two others sent to Constantinople, and the two girls now here were, they 
tell me, destined to pass into other hands as slaves. They both complain bitterly of 
having been badly, nay cruelly treated, by the ladies of Achmet Pasha’s harem; and it 
appears the chief Khanum particularly distinguished herself in this respect: ‘“ she,” I beg 
to use the expression of the girls, ‘treated us like beasts, as if we too were not human 
beings.” 

During the severe winter from December 1857 to March 1858, they were left to 
suffer much from cold; they had no bedding, and nothing to cover themselves with when 
they went to sleep. I am further informed that when they arrived at the Consulate (at 
that time I was absent in North Albania) their clothing was scanty and very dirty, and 
that their persons were covered with vermin. When at the harem during a period of ten 
months, they were allowed to go only once to the bath. The chief Khanum appears to 
have beaten them frequently and unjustly. I beg to state an instance. The girls were 
often required to do duty in the kitchen: on such occasion they applied for a piece of cloth 
to use as a protection from burning their fingers in taking the hot pans off the fire; the 
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Khanum not only refused the assistance, but forced them by dint of beating to remove 
the hot objects with their naked hands. I have examined the girls as to the circumstances 
connected with their flight: they tell me that the evening before they ran away to the 
Consulate they had been severely beaten by the Khanum, they thereupon determined to 
leave the harem; that next morning one of them Fekiriyeh, the youngest, was sent to 
give a small packet containing money to a certain Fatisnah, a friend of the Khanum’s 
living close by ; that Renghi Sefa, the other girl, accompanied her ; and that after they had 
placed the packet in Fatisnah’s hands, they rushed straight to the Consulate without 
communicating with any other parties. They add that “ we felt sure we would have been 
well received, for when at Tripoli we often heard that the English Consul there had often 
saved slaves.” 

As to the charge of robbery brought against them by Achmet Pasha’s harem, they 
both declare that it is false. 

With respect to this charge, I beg to state that three days after the flight of the girls, 
the harem of Abdi Pasha, relatives of Achmet Pasha, called on Mrs. Longworth and 
Mrs. Blunt to request them to force the girls to return to their mistress. On Mrs. Blunt 
referring to the robbery of the diamond flower, the Khanum of Abdi Pasha laughed and 
said, “‘O bosh shei dur!” (There is nothing in that!) I avail myself of this opportunity 
to state that from what these girls tell me, it appears Achmet Pasha before he left Tripoli 
frequently sent slaves to Constantinople, and that when he went there on his way to 
Monastir, he took with him three slaves and sold them to persons at that place. In 
conclusion I beg to say that these two girls have been near me about six months; during 
this period they have shown themselves honest and very good, and on the whole by their 
conduct they have acquired the affection and good wishes of Mrs. Blunt and myself. I 
have to apologize for the prolixity of this despatch ; but I deemed it my duty to furnish 
you with all the information I possess on the subject you referred to me. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. E. BLUNT. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 545. 
Consul-General Herman to Vice-Consul Blunt. 


Sir, Tripoli, June 12, 1858. 

YOUR despatch of the 30th of April last, with the deposition of Mr. Panajotti, 
reached me only yesterday. When the negroes, as he states, were trooped in my presence 
at the residence of Achmet Pasha, each was furnished with letters of manumission executed 
before the Cadi; having exhibited which, they were questioned whether now, as they were 
free, they would accompany the Pasha, in the capacity of servants, to Monastir: all 
answered affirmatively. 

Since the prohibition of the exportation of slaves from this Regency, as I have had 
more than once occasion to bring to the notice of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and her Ambassador at the Porte, every ingenious device and surreptitious 
manceuvre has been resorted to, from the highest to the lowest authority in the country, 
to neutralize its operations, one of which is the fabrication of simulated letters of manu- 
mission duly executed by the Cadi, but which are destroyed as soon as the slaves reach 
the port of disembarkation. 

Of the fact of the slaves having each their manumission paper Mr. Panajotti must be 
aware, as he was present when what I now related took place. Should, therefore, Achmet 
Pasha attempt to dispose of any of them or retain them against their will in his service, 
the case should be decidedly reported to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HERMAN, 
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No. 546. 


Lord Napier to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 4.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Washington, March 16, 1859. 

IN conformity with your Lordship’s instructions conveyed to me in your despatch 
No. 13 of the 15th ultimo, I have placed in the hands of the Secretary of State the 
‘Times ” newspaper, containing a report of a speech delivered by your Lordship in the 
House of Lords on the 14th February in regard to the measures contemplated for the 
verification of the nationality of vessels at sea, as well as for the suppression of the African 
Slave Trade, now so extensively prosecuted by the surreptitious adoption of the flag of the 
United States. 

I pointed out at the same time to General Cass the erroneous passage in the report 
by which your Lordship is represented to have affirmed that the United States had engaged 
to place ten steam gun-boats on the Coast of Africa. 

In acknowledgment of my communication the Secretary of State has addressed to me 
the inclosed private letter, by which it appears that he highly appreciates your Lordship’s 
sentiments and the explanations which you afforded to Parliament on the occasion 
referred to. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) NAPIER. 





Inclosure in No. 546. 
General Cass to Lord Napier. 


My dear Lord Napier, Department of State, Washington, March 9, 1859. 

I THANK your Lordship for the copy of the ‘‘ Times” which contains the report of 
the Earl of Malmesbury’s remarks in the House of Peers respecting the right of search. 
I think the view taken by his Lordship upon that occasion was marked by sound judgment 
and dictated by a candid spirit. He evidently understood the subject fully in its bearing 
upon all other nations, and that is more than can be said of some of his opponents in the 
discussion. The doctrine by several of the Peers, if maintained in practice, would probably 
lead to war. Lord Malmesbury is right in his reference to the changes which the world 
has undergone, and to the duty of nations to accommodate themselves to the feelings of the 
age. , 
. Before this Lord Malmesbury will have received a copy of my letter to Mr. Dallas, 
which will have made known to him the earnest desire of this Government to do all it 
possibly can to prevent its citizens from engaging in the Slave Trade. As soon as I 
receive the explanation we have asked from the French Government, and which I have 
explained to you, the project of Lord Malmesbury will be taken up, and our views 
respecting it communicated to Mr. Dallas. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 





Crass B. 3G 


410 UNITED STATES, 
No. 547. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 8, 1859. 

IN the last paragraph of the despatch from General Cass to the United States’ 
Minister at this Court, of which a copy was transmitted to Lord Napier in my despatch 
No. 21 of the 18th ultimo, mention is made of the Ashburton Treaty and of the stipula- 
tions which require that each of the Contracting Parties should maintain a squadron on the 
African Coast for the suppression of the Slave Trade carrying at least sights guns; and 
the American Minister states that if, by mutual consent, the number of guns were reduced 
and small steam-vessels substituted for sailing-vessels, the service would be much more 
efficiently performed and the expense not increased. 

I have to instruct your Lordship to state to General Cass that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment entirely concur in his views on this point, and that they would be willing to consent 
to an arrangement by which Article VILI of the Ashburton Treaty should be so altered 
that instead of, as now, stipulating for the presence of a squadron carrying the aggregate 
number of eighty guns, it should provide for a certain number of vessels being kept on the 
coast carrying not less than two guns each, or with such armament as the respective 
Governments might think fit. The number of vessels to be employed ought not, however, 
to be less than ten, and your Lordship will propose this number to the United States’ 
Government. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 548. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 21, 1859. 

THE Duke of Malakoff has stated to me that the French Government wish that your 
Lordship should be directed to join the French Minister at Washington in inviting the 
United States’ Government to adopt identically the instructions which have been 
provisionally agreed upon by the English and French Governments for the common 
action of their cruizers in regard to the verification of the nationality of merchant-vessels 
at sea. 

I have accordingly to instruct your Lordship to acquaint M. Sartiges that you have 
been directed to place yourself in communication with him on this subject, and you will 
join with him in urging upon the United States’ Government the adoption identically, for 
American cruizers, of the instructions which have been provisionally agreed upon by the 
French and English Governments. 

A copy of these instructions was transmitted to Lord Napier in my despatch No. 24 
of the 31st ultimo. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 549. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 5, 1859. 
I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a correspondence between 
the United States’ Minister at this Court and myself relative to the proceedings of certain 
British cruizers on the African coast which have formed the subject of complaint on the 
part of the United States’ Government. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 549. 
Mr. Dallas to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


My Lord, Legation of the United States, London, January 18, 1859. 

IT has been made my duty, by special instruction, to submit to the notice of Her 
Majesty’s Government the accompanying official copy of a communication addressed by 
the Honourable the Secretary of the Navy to the Department of State at Washington. 

Your Lordship will perceive in these documents testimony tending to disclose an 
alleged practice on the part uf British naval officers on the African Station to warn 
suspected slavers sailing under the American flag that, if they are captured by United 
States’ vessels, they will be sent home for trial, and probably convicted ; thus encouraging 
the destruction of evidences which would render them liable to the penalties of American 
law. 

In such a practice there could not fail to be recognized an abuse demanding remedy, 
if remedy can be devised. 

It is confidently hoped that Her Majesty’s Government will deem the subject worthy 
of inquiry, and will cause the practice to be abandoned as soon as convinced of its exist- 
ence. 

Renewing, &c. 
(Signed) G. M. DALLAS, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 549. 
Mr. Toucey to Mr. Dallas. 
Sir, Navy Department, December 16, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith, for your perusal, two letters, dated the 
8th and 9th of October last, written to Flag Officer Conover, commanding the African 
squadron, by Commander Totten, of the United States’ sloop “ Vincennes,” in relation to 
the recent capture of the American vessels “ Kate Ellen” and “ Isabella” by British war- 
steamers on the coast of Africa. 


With great respect, &c. 
(Signed) ISAAC TOUCEY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 549. 
Commander Totten to Flag Officer Conover, U.S.N. 


Sir, ‘* Vincennes,’’ Loanda, October 8, 1858. 

I WAS told, yesterday, that there were two or more persons here who were in the 
American schooner “ Kate Ellen” when she was taken possession of by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s steamer “ Viper ” on the 15th September. One man, a Portuguese, was along- 
side this morning ; I had him up, and, in answer to my questions, I found that he was 
not in the “ Kate Ellen,” but was in another vessel, the “ Isabella,” and was lying near to 
the schooner when she was taken by the “ Viper.” 

He says that the crew of the “ Kate Ellen’’ were on board, and were landed by the 
English, but is not certain that the American colours were flying at the time. 

He says that there are two men now in the hospital at this place who were in the 
“ Kate Ellen” at the time. 

He also says that, a few days after the “ Kate Ellen” was taken, the “ Isabella” was 
boarded by the English and captured; her hatches were forced open, although some of 
the crew attempted to prevent it; and that, by threatening to deliver her up to an 
American cruizer, when they would all be imprisoned, and promising, if taken by them, 
that all would be liberated, the captain of the “Isabella” was induced to haul down his 
flag, some of the crew attempting to prevent it. 

The man was so contradictory and evasive in his replies, that I could give little credit 
to his statement. 

J asked him if he would go before the American Consul and take an oath to the truth 
of his statements, which he declined doing. 

It is barely possible that something more reliable may be obtained from the persons 
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on shore at the hospital, but if I sail this afternoon, as I purpose to do, I would not have 
the opportunity of attending to it. 
I send herewith a copy of certificate given me by the prize-master of the “ Kate Ellen,” 
whom I met at sea on September 19, 1858. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) B, J. TOTTEN. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 549. 


Certificate. 


SLAVE-SCHOONER captured, at anchor off Killongo, by Her Majesty’s ship 
“Viper,” Commander Hodgkinson, on Wednesday, the 15th September. 
On boarding her, found her deserted, with no colours and no papers on board, and a 
slave-deck laid, and the words “‘ Kate Ellen,’ Plymouth,” covered over on her stern. 
(Signed) W. M. BRIDGES, Officer in charge of Prize. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 549. 
Commander Totten to Flag Officer Conover, U.S.N. 


Sir, “Vincennes,” Loanda, October 9, 1858. 

ACCORDING to your instructions, I went, yesterday, with the American Consul, 
Mr. John G. Willis, to the hospital at this place. I could find no one there who had been 
in the “Kate Ellen” when she was captured, in September, by the English steamer 
“Viper ;” but we found a person there. a Portuguese or Spaniard, who stated that he was 
in the “ [sabella ” when she was taken possession of by the English. The accompanying 
affidavit will show the information we obtained from him. 

As there is a discrepancy between the statement received, yesterday morning, from 
another individual and this, [ must add that I am disposed to attach more credit to this, 
inasmuch as there was no hesitancy of manner or contradiction on the part of Fernandez 
while giving it. 

° I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 549. 
Declaration. 


I, BONITO FERNANDEZ, do solemnly swear that I shipped on board the brig 
“Isabella” at Havana; that, while lying at anchor near Black Point, on the coast of 
Africa, a boat from the English brig-of-war “Orion ” came alongside, and the officer and 
crew came on board. ‘The American flag was flying at the time, and was kept flying for 
three days, during which time the hatches were broken open, and they then commenced 
overhauling the cargo, which consisted of rum, wine, and becf. At the expiration of three 
days the captain ordered the mate, under threats from the English officer, to haul the flag 
down, which was done, onan the will of the crew, who remonstrated against it. The 
captain, cook, and steward were taken to St. Helena, and the mate and crew were put on 
shore at Cabinda, with starvation staring them in the face. 

Hospital da Misericordia, Loanda, October 8, 1858. 


mark. 
(Signed) BONITO * FERNANDEZ. 
18 
Witnesses to signature : 
(Signed) B. J. Torren, Commander, U.S.N. 
Joun W. Vrain, Purser, U.S.N. 


United States’ Commercial Agency, Loanda, 
October 8, 1858. 
I, JOHN G. WILLIS, United States’ Commercial Agent for this port, do hereby 
certify that the above affidavit was taken in my presence. 
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In testimony whereof I hereunto set my signature and seal of office, the day and date 
above named. 


(Signed) JOHN G. WILLIS. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 549. 
Mr. Dallas to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


Legation of the United States, London, January 31, 1859. 

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States, has the honour, by special direction from his Government, to submit to the consi- 
deration of the Earl of Malmesbury, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, a series of papers, being copies duly authenticated under the seal of the Department 
of State at Washington on the 5th instant, respecting the capture of the American schooner 
“ Lydia Gibbs,” Thomas Watson, master, by one of Her Majesty’s armed cruizers off the 
coast of Africa. 

The Undersigned, at the instance of the Consul of the United States at Liverpool, 
and with a view to relieve, if possible, the solicitudes of the family and friends of Captain 
Watson, had the honour to address, on the 13th of December last, a note of inquiry on 
this subject to the Earl of Malmesbury, and his Lordship was good enough, in a reply of 
the 21st of December, to state that “the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty had been 
unable to furnish any information respecting the ‘ Lydia Gibbs’ and her crew further than 
that the vessel in question was captured, on the 29th of May last, otf Whydah, by Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘ Trident,’ without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, 
and that she was sent for adjudication to Sierra Leone, where she was condemned in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court on the 14th of July last.” 

In laying before the Earl of Malmesbury the papers now presented, the Undersigned 
cannot avoid briefly adverting to certain facts deducible from them in regard to the “ Lydia 
Gibbs”’ which, he trusts, may present to Her Majesty's Government motive and occasion 
for an investigation more perfect than has heretofore been made :— 

1 The “Lydia Gibbs” arrived at Whydah on the 22nd May, 1858, where, discharging 
a portion of her cargo, she remained till the 29th May ; her captain and Commander Close 
being known to each other, and having some degree of social intercourse. She had left 
Charleston about the 20th January, and Havana about the 9th March preceding. 

2. The “ Lydia Gibbs”? had “colours and papers ”’ attesting her American character : 
the flag of the United States, the register, the shipping articles, the list of crew, the 
invoice of cargo of 150 pipes of rum and of stores, the Consular certificates; all genuine 
and satisfactory. 

3. The “ Lydia Gibbs” had given, by her course of proceeding, no ground to suspect 
her of being engaged in illicit Traffic ; not an article of her cargo or equipment was of 
questionable character; and the certificate of Commander Close himself, left at the time 
of capture, asserts his only object of search to have been “ to ascertain whether she is 
engaged in the Slave Trade under false colours.” 

4. Captain Watson refused to exhibit the schooner’s papers at the demand of 
Commander Close ; he had previously stated his reason for doing so to that officer; and, 
when she was finally seized, he left his vessel, went, as it would seem, to Whydah on the 
30th May, was attacked by the yellow fever, and died on the 15th July. The fate of the 
“‘ Lydia Gibbs” was equally expeditious: she was taken to Sierra Leone, a considerable 
distance from Whydah, libelled in the Vice-Admiralty Court there, and condemned, solely 
for the non-production of papers then far away in the hands of her dying master. 

The Undersigned will await the result of any further inquiry into this painful case 
which Her Majesty’s Government may direct; not doubting that, when the particulars 
shall be fully developed, every readiness will exist to disclaim and redress whatever wrong 
may be found to have been inflicted. 

He begs, &c. 
(Signed) G. M. DALLAS. 
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TInclosure 8 in No. 549. 
Certificates, &c. 


Consulate- General of the United States of America, 
Havana, March 9, 1858. 

I, THE Undersigned, Consul-General of the United States of America for Havana, 
and the dependencies thereof, do hereby certify that, on the day of the date hereof, before 
me personally appeared Thomas Watson, master of the schooner “Lydia Gibbs,” 
of Charleston, and made oath, in due form of law, that the seaman or mariner 
hereinafter named, and who is noted on the crew list of the said vessel as deserter, 
absconded from the said schooner, at the port or place hereinafter named, without his 
knowledge or consent, at or about the times hereinafter placed opposite his name 
respectively. 

And the said Thomas Watson, master, further declared that the said seaman or 
mariner, deserter as aforesaid, was duly shipped at the time and place, and the monthly 
wages and advance hereinafter stated, and as per contract of shipping articles ; that the 
wages advanced abroad, expenses incurred on account of desertion, goods supplied to 
said seaman or mariner, as hereinafter stated opposite to his name respectively, were 
honestly, justly, and truly advanced, expended, incurred, and supplied, as stated, to and 
for account of said seaman or mariner. 

And he doth likewise declare, that the balance of wages due on account of said seaman 
or mariner, deserter as aforesaid, placed hereinafter opposite his respective name as aforesaid, 
is the true, correct, and just balance which the said seaman or mariner would have been 
entitled to had he been duly discharged and paid off for the period of time mentioned, 
and for which he has to account to the Collector of Customs of the port where the crew 
of said vessel are accounted for, as forfeited wages, to become the property of the United 
States. ; 

And'I, the said Consul-General, for myself, do hereby certify that Thomas Watson, 
master, aforesaid, exercised due diligence, with my co-operation and assistance, to 
recover and secure said seaman or mariner, who deserted at this port, but without success, 





Date of 
Name Shipment. 
of 
Deverter. 
Month.| Day. 





Joseph Williams ..| .. 


Place Monthly 
of Wages. 
Shipment. 8 


Charlesten . 


- 


Place and Time of Desertion. 


Time of 
Service on 
Board. 





Port or Place. 











| Havana .. -.| Feb. 


Month.) Day. 





Month.| Day. 











Wages 
Due to |Advanced 
day of | Wages. 
Desertion 








ot incurred 
Meacve | on Goods 
YS'| account | supplied. 
advanced | é 
abroad. — 
$a} $ 
24 25 1 





Amount of Wi; 
meee to become 
the property of 
the United Slates. 





Tn debt to the ship. 





Given under my hand and the seal of office at Havana, the day and year above written. 


(Signed) 


A. K. BLYTHE, United States’ Consul-General, 
By Thos. Savage, Deputy Consul-General. 


‘SALVIS GALINDO 


Sit 
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Consulate-General of the United States, Island of Cuba. 

I, Andrew K. Blythe, Consul-General of the United States of America for the Island of 
Cuba, residing at Havana, do hereby certify that R. C. Welling, John Russell, James 
Anderson, Richard Nash, John Barber, and John Donahue, whose names appear on the 
crew-list hereto annexed, have on the 8th instant entered, in this city, into a new contract 
with the master of the brig ‘‘ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, to proceed in said vessel “ from 
Havana to Annabon, from thence to a port of discharge, whether in the West Indies or the 
United States,” on the terms set forth in the shipping articles signed by them in this city. 

Given under my hand and official seal at Havana, this 9th day of March, 1858. 

(Signed) A. K, BLYTHE, 
By Thos. Savage. Deputy Consul-General. 


Stores for Schooner “ Lydia Gibbs.” 


12 barrels beef. 
7 ditto pork. 

46 measures bread. 

6 ditto alum. 
4 ditto mackerel. 
1 ditto sardines. 
4 boxes codfish. 
4 ditto herrings. 

60 lbs. bacon. 

6 American hams. 
6 Westphalia ditto. 

12 tongues. 

36 tins preserved meats. 

12 Dutch cheese. 

1 keg 125 Ibs. butter. 

10 Ibs. green tea. 

24 tins sardines, in tamatoes. 

14 Ibs. sausage. 

6 measures stockfish. 
4 cuarterulus vino. 

4 boxes French wine. 
1 ditto sherry. 

1 basket champagne. 
4 boxes ale. 

2 dozen bottles pickles. 
6 small boxes figs. 

2 globe lamps. 

8 gallons lard oil. 

1 barrel molasses. 

2 water-pumps. 

2 Americar cheese. 

50 Ibs. iron hoops. 

20 yards red stuff, for colors. 
8 ditto blue ditto, ditto. 
8 ditto yellow ditto, ditto. 

30 empty kegs for rum. 


10 boxes of assorted maccaroni. 


4 barrels flour. 
12 jars olive oil. 
10 kegs lard. 
4,097 lbs. rice. 
25 ditto candles. 
40 measures red beans. 
40 ditto white ditto. 
350 Ibs. Spanish peas. 
5 quarters split peas, 
8 barrels potatoes. 
2 ditto brown sugar. 
3 ditto white ditto. 
2 bags coffee. 
4 barrels vinegar. 
4 kegs olives. 
4 canisters Spanish sausage. 
2 dozen boxes jelly. 
2 ditto jars sweetmeats. 
1 box capers. 
4 dittu cognac. 
1 demi of aniset. 
3 boxes gin. 
1 demi best rum. 
1 box soap, 
28 measures jug beef. 


8 covers for ditto. 

6 gross wooden spoons. 

2 dozen sponges. 

4 ditto tin mugs. 

1 barrel fluid. 

2 boxes wax matches. 

1 bushel salt. 

1 bag red pepper. 

6 lbs. cotton wick. 

3 bottles sago. 

1 canister } 1b. saffron. 

1 box assorted spice. 

2 Ibs. laurel leaves, for cooking. 
20 maucueruns (bunches of garlic). 
60 ditto (ditto of onions). 


8,053 Ibs. Indian corn. 


20 Ibs. fishing-line. 
1 ream paper. 
1 ditto ditto, Spanish. 
8 dozen fish-houks. 
2 Ibs. copper wire. 
1 box wafers. 
2 packages copper tacks. 
6 streamers. 
300 corks. 
20 Ibs. chocolate. 
6 dozen common broous. 
1 ditto corn brooms. 
2 horse brushes. 
2 small coffee-pots. 
1 candlestick. 
8 large tin plates, 
3 funnels. 
6 wooden cocks. 
6 padlocks (patent). 
24 sheets of tin. 
1 harpoon. 
2 assorted needles. 
1 hatchet. 
1 axe. 
3 cooking knives. 
6 files. 
6 jars of mustard. 
1 corkscrew. 
1 glass blasket. 
6 dozen tumblers. 
6 ditto plates. 
1 pig. 
1 dozen iron spoons, 


1,000 eggs, put up in salt. 


Pens, ink, &ec. 
Fire utensils, 
200 horse-load of wood. 
12 doxen bottles eau de Cologne. 
2 boxes tobacco. 


1 pipes. 
1,740 Ibs. corn meal. 


1 iron ladle. 

1 iron roasting pan, 
1 chest black tea. 

8 lbs. Salaeratus. 


2 copper kettles (large). 
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3 large tin plates. 6 lbs. cream of tartar. 

1 crude cake. ‘ 1 color. 

2 large coffee-pots. 2 dozen plates. 

2 teapots. 2 ditto tumblers. 

1 cheese grinder. 1 ditto plates and saucers. 
1 tin to take up sweepings. 1,500 lbs. copper sheets. 

2 knives to cut dough with. 4 ditto ditto. 

1 saucepan. 2 gimlets. 

2 jars for coffee. 1 hatchet. 

1 bolt of duck. 100 Ibs. of nails (superior). 
1 bolt of Russia. 25 Ibs. of fine salt. 


Shipped in good order and well-conditioned, by J. Campa, on board the American 
schooner called the ‘‘ Lydia Gibbs,” whereof is master for this present voyage, Watson, 
now lying in the port of Havana, and bound for Annabon, to say :— 

One hundred and fifty pipes of rum, being marked and numbered as in the margin, 
and are to be delivered in the like good order and condition at the aforesaid port of 
Annabon (the dangers of the sea only excepted), unto order or to assigns, he or they paying 
freight for the said with primage and average accustomed. 

In witness whereof the master or purser of the said vessel hath affirmed to two bills 
of lading, all of this tenor and date, one of which being accomplished, the others to stand 
void. 

Havana, March 8, 1858. 

(Signed) . THOMAS WATSON. 


May 23, 1858. 
I am going to sea for a cruize as soon as my topmast is ready, which will be to-night 
or to-morrow morning; so I send you my address for the cigars. 
(Signed) F. A. CLOSE, Commanding H.M.S. “ Trident.” 


To the care of the American Consul, Sierra Leone. 
[On the outside of this note is the name ‘‘ A. J. Burke,” in three places.] 





I, Francis A. Close, Commander in Her Britannic Majesty's navy, and commanding 
Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Trident,” do hereby certify that the only object of searching this 
vessel is to ascertain whether she is engaged in the Slave Trade, under false colours. 
Dated this 29th day of May, 1858. 
(Signed) F. A. CLOSE, Commanding H.M.S. “‘ Trident.” 


Whydah, West Coast of Africa. 
This is to certify that the schooner “ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, South Caroliua, 
Thomas Watson master, arrived here on the 22nd day of May, 1858, where she remained 
until the 29th. She discharged a portion of her cargo during this time. On the morning of 
the 29th she sailed again: the same morning was brought back by the British cruizer 

‘« Trident,” Commander Close. 
Attested, 
(Signed) J. T. HOWE. 
C. J. SRA. NOBR. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 549, 
Mr. Miles to General Cass. 


Sir, Washington, December 19, 1858. 

YOU will oblige me by communicating any information which may have reached our 
Government touching the seizure of the schooner “ Lydia Gibbs,” Captain Watson master, 
on the coast of Africa, in May last, by Captain Close, of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizer 
“Trident.” Captain Watson had his home in Charleston, South Carolina. ‘Since the 
seizure of his vessel he has died of yellow fever at Ayuda (?). His widow and family are 
extremely desirous of learning all the facts of the case. None of his crew have yet returned 
to the United States. 

It is impossible as yet to collect regular evidence in the case. Meanwhile some 
demand from the British Government for an account of so high-handed an affair would be 
but just and proper. 

Cass b. 


3H 
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I inclose herewith all of Captain Watson’s ship’s papers in his possession at the time 
of his death. I beg to refer you to several notes ae 4 letters accompanying them, parti- 
cularly the letter of William Summerfield, giving a version (though at second-band) of the 
whole transaction. 
Your early and prompt attention to this matter will greatly oblige me. 
I am, &c. 


(Signed) WM. PORCHE MILES. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 549. 
Mr. Summerfield to Mr. Burke. 


Dear Sir, Havana, October 24, 1858. 

{T becomes my painful duty to announce to you the death of my old friend Captain 
Watson, which took place at Ayuda, on the coast of Africa, on the 15th day of July last, 
according to certificate inclosed in package sent in care of the purser of steamer ‘‘ Isabel,” 
and directed to Mrs. Watson. 

The first intimation that I received of this sad event was on Sunday last, when on my 
return from Cardenas 1 learned that a gentleman from the coast of Africa had called on 
me to inform me of this sad event, also to deliver into my hands a package. I imme- 
diately called upon him as directed, but I am sorry to say that he had left the United 
States three days before my return from Cardenas, leaving, however, the package to be 
delivered to me, and which | found upon examination to be the schooner’s register, and 
other papers belonging to her (papers which have been announced by the English papers as 
being thrown overboard when the schooner was taken possession of by Commander 
Close). 

I regret very much not having seen this person. It appears that he boarded for some 
days in the same house with Captain Watson, and had heard the captain speak of the 
reason the schooner was seized. It appears that Commander Close had either been school- 
mate or playfellow with the captain: at any rate they were well acquainted with each 
other’s families ; so inuch so that they visited each other in a friendly way, until one day 
the subject of conversation turned upon the right of search, when Captain Watson 
promptly declared, should war take place on that account, he would fight for the flag 
under which he sailed, and would never submit to be searclied ; and should such a thing 
be attempted on him he would abandon the ship, but would never show his papers, and 
would trust to his Government to see him righted. 

This assertion on the part of Captain Watson so irritated Commander Close that he 
took his departure, swearing that he would find means to search the damned Yankee 
schooner yet. On the following morning, May 29, he sent Captain Watson a note, 
directing him how to consign some cigars that he had previously ordered, and stating that 
he was going to sea for a cruize. 

The schooner also got under weigh the same morning to proceed on her trading 
voyage, when she was abruptly ordered to heave-to, and on being boarded by the officer of 
the steamer her flag was torn down by him, and the British flag hoisted. 

On being asked by Captain Watson the reason for such a course, he answered, “ I'll 
damn soon let you see!” and without further delay ordered his men to search for the 
money (slavers are supposed to always have a large quantity on board); and so exaspe- 
rated was he at not finding his darling prize-money, that he robbed every man on board 
of not only money, but clothing, even to their shirt-buttons and rings. 

Captain Watson determined ‘to abandon his vessel, which he did. 

On finding that he had no proof sufficient to condemn the schooner, unless he could 
obtain her papers, Commander Close attempted to purchase them, and Captain Watson 
has been heard to declare that Commander Close had offered him the sum of 1,000. sterling 
if he would deliver up his papers. ‘ 

* * * * * * 8 

Captain Watson was for making his way home to present his case to the United 
States’ Government, when he was taken sick with the disease which terminated his life. 

It now remains for you to aid his widow in claiming such damages as will in some 
way remunerate her for her husband’s death, that is, as far as money can aid; but I know 
full well that a void has been created that can never be filled. 

You must therefore place this affair in the hands of some active lawyer, who will not 
allow the matter to sleep until justice has been done in this matter. 

I had almost forgotten to say that the gentleman who brought these papers called 
upon the Secretary of the British Commission in Sierra Leone, and was informed by him 
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that the “Sydia Gibbs” had been condemned merely because she had no papers. The 
cause of Captain Watson’s death will explain this matter of why her papers were not forth- 
coming. 

Yon will remember me kindly to Mrs. Watson, and believe me I condole with her, but 
I have not the courage at present to write her one word, or say further than that I am at her 
service, and trust she will not fail to call upon me in case she may require my aid for any 
purpose. 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SUMMERFIELD. 


P.S.—Please keep me conversant with your proceedings in this case, as his friends 
will be anxious to hear about it. 


W. S. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 549. 
Certificate. 


THIS is to certify that Captain Thomas Watson, of the American schooner “ Lydia 
Gibbs,” who has been here with three of his crew, boarded in my house since'the 30th of 
May, departed from this life on the 15th day of July, 1858, of yellow fever. 

Having respectably buried him in the yard of the English fort, the under-mentioned 
kind friends, who kindly attended the funeral, were invited to see and examine the estate 
of the Captain. The following papers, books, and maps, were found in his trunk, viz. :— 
register of the vessel, articles, the chartering parties’ roll, and some other certificates 
belonging to the above-named schooner, six charts, and six navigation books, all of which 
being found in good order, Mr. Ygnacio Torrens has taken charge of in the presence of the 
undersigned witnesses, to be handed over to the American Consul in Havana. 


The triplicate of this paper is given to Captain Howe, of the American barque 
‘Warren White,” and one to Ygnacio Torrens. 


Attested by, 
(Signed) CARLOS JH. NOBRY. 
J. T. HOWE. 
FRANCISCO JOSE MIDEIROS. 
JOS. DAWSON. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 549. 
Register of the “ Lydia Gibbs.” 


IN pursuance of an Act of the Congress of the United States of America, entitled 
“An Act concerning the registering and recording of Ships or Vessels,” Thomas Watson, 
of the city of Charleston, South Carolina, having taken or subscribed the oath required by 
the said Act, and having sworn that he is the only owner of the ship or vessel called the 
‘* Lydia Gibbs,’’ of Charleston, South Carolina, whereof said Thomas Watson is at present 
master, and is a citizen of the United States, as he has sworn, and that the said ship or 
vessel was built at Patchogue, in the State of New York, in the year 1851, as appears by 
her enrolment, No. 17, issued at Providence, Rhode Island, on 22nd day of May, 1857, 
now surrendered, property and district changed. And the said certificate of enrolment 
having certified that the said ship or vessel has one deck and two masts, and that her 
length is 81 feet 2 inches, her breadth 25 feet 4 inches, her depth 6 feet 6 inches, and 
that she measures 114$$ tons; that she is a schooner, has a square stern no galleries 
and a billet-head. : 

And the said Thomas Watson having agreed to the decription and admeasurement 
above specified, and sufficient security having been given, according to the said Act, the 
‘said schooner has been duly registered at the port of Charleston. 

Given under our hand and seal at Port of Charleston, South Uarolina, this 11th day - 
of July, in the year 1857. 

(Signed) HENRY M. HOWARD, Naval Officer. 
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Copy of Paper attached to Register. 
Sr. Admor. Gral. 


Sirvasse V.S. mandar se certifique a continuacion el numero de toneladas que haga 
resultado del argues practicado su la gola. Am. “ Sydia Gibbs, su Captn. Watson. 
Habana, Diciembre 29 de 1857. 


(Signed) ULISIS PLAYLY Cy. 





Habana, Diciembre 29 de 1857. 
Lipidace por conta. a continuacion et atestad de la que causte. 


Don Manuel Ma. Carbajal, Caballero de la RI. y distingueda o silen Espa. de 
Carlos III, Yntindente honorario de Provincia y Contador er»! de RI. R.S. M’s. por L.M. 
Certifico la gola. Americaine ‘ Sydia Gibbs,” su ‘1. ‘Watson, mide segun argues 
practicado por esto Rl. Marina ciento viente tres toneladas. Y en cumplimiento del 


durecto que antenelo espido la presente en la Habana 4 viente y nueve de Diciembre de 
mil ochocientos cincuenta y siete. 


P. O. 
JOSE DE LUBRAN. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 549. 
Certificate. 


Consulate-General of the United States, Island of Cuba. 
I, ANDREW K. BLYTHE, Consul-General of the United States of America for the 
Island of Cuba, residing at Havana, do hereby certify that R. C. Welling, John Russell, 
James Anderson, Richard Nash, John Barber, and John Donohue, whose names appear on 
the shipping articles of the brig “ Sydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, hereto annexed, and signed 
at Charleston, have entered into a new contract, to proceed ‘‘ from Havana to Annobon, 
from thence to a port of discharge, whether in the West Indies or the United States,” 
on the terms set forth in the shipping articles hereto attached, and which were signed by 
said persons, respectively, in this city on the 8th instant, and each of them acknowledged 
that he fully understood the contract, and had signed his name thereto of his own free will 
and accord. 
Given under my hand and official seal at Havana this 9th day of March, 1858. 
(Signed) A. K. BLYTHE, 
By Thomas Savage, Deputy Consul-General. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 549. 
Muster-Roll and Agreement. 


WE, the Undersigned, seamen or mariners, for and in consideration of the monthly 
wages hereinunder set opposite our respective signatures, do hereby mutually agree with 
the master and owners of the schooner “ Sydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, whereof Thomas 
Watson is master (or whoever shall go for master), to proceed in the said vessel from 
Havana to Annobon, from thence to a port of discharge, whether in the West Indies or 
the United States, and to do our duty faithfully in our respective stations, abiding by 
the rules and regulations stated in her original shipping articles, hereunto annexed, in the 
same manner as if our names had been subscribed thereto. 













































































Date | Z 7 i 
‘: a | Names of Seamen. ie Monthly Age, | Meight.| Complexion. Colour of Hair. to Signing: 
ine lth Wat Cees aa Dols. Ft. in 
ar, 8) Thos, Watson, in. 
» 6) RC. Welling’ Mate... .. | United States .., 2 | 510 | Fair «| Danwarrus, 
8 | John Russell (his mark), Couk «| New York a 7 5 5 | Light... .| Ditto, 
8 James Anderson (his mark), Seaman ..| Ditto .., 0 26 6 6 | Ditto ... | Ditto. 
# | Richard Nash (bis mark), Seaman «| Boston ss 21 6 2 | Ditto... . | Ditto. 
8 John Barber (his mark), Seaman .., +» | Philudelphia =... 39 5 a Ditto... «| Ditto. 
8 | John Dovolue (his mark), Seaman , Boston ... ove 5 Ditto... 
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Inclosure 15 in No. 549. 
Certificate by Mr. Blythe, dated Havana, Mares 9, 1858. 
(See Inclosure 9 in No. 549.]} 





Inclosure 16 in No. 549. 


. Muster-Roll and Agreement. 


United States of America. 

IT is agreed between the master and seamen, or mariners, of the schooner “ Lydia 
Gibbs,” of Charleston, whereof Thomas Watson is at present master, or whoever shail go 
for master, now bound from the port of Charleston, South Carolina, to one or more ports in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and back to a port of discharge in the United States. 

And it is expressly agreed that should the said ship on the said voyage be seized, 
detained, or fined, for smuggling tobacco, or any other article, by one or more of the 
undersigned sailors, cooks, or stewards, they shall all be responsible for the damages thence 
resulting, and shall severally forfeit their wages and all their goods and chattels on board 
to the amount of such damage, and that the certificate of the person or persons who may 
seize, detain, or fine said ship for smuggling, signed by him or them, and verified by the 
American Consul at , under his seal of office, shall be conclusive evidence 
of the facts therein stated in all Courts whatsoever, especially and as to the fact that 
smuggling had been committed ; the individual or individuals by whom the same had been 
committed ; the amount of the fine imposed therefor upon the said ship; the incidental 
expenses thereon; and the number of days the said ship was detained in consequence 
thereof. No grog allowed, and none to be put on board by the crew; and no profane 
language allowed, or any sheath knives permitted to be brought or used on board. 

That in consideration of the monthly, or other wages against each respective seaman 
or mariner’s name hereunder set, they severally shall and will perform the above-mentioned 
voyage ; and the said master doth hereby agree with and hire the said seamen or mariners 
for the said voyages, at such monthly wages or prices to be paid pursuant to this agree- 
ment, and the laws of the Congress of the United States of America; and they, the said 
seamen or mariners, do severally hereby promise and oblige themselves to. do their duty 
and obey the lawful commands of their officers on board the said vessel, or the boats there- 
unto belonging, as become good and faithful seamen or mariners; and at all places where 
the said vessel shall put in, or anchor at, during the said voyage, to do their best endeavours 
for the preservation of the said vessel and cargo, and not to neglect or refuse doing their 
duty by day or night; nor shall go out of the said vessel on board any other vessel, or be 
on shore, under any pretence whatsoever, until the above said voyage be ended, and the 
said vessel be discharged of her loading, without leave first obtained of the captain or 
commanding officer on board; that in default thereof, he or they will be liable to all the 
penalties and forfeitures mentioned in the Marine Law, enacted for the government and 
regulation of seamen in the merchant service, in which it is enacted: ‘That if any 
seaman or mariner shall absent himself from on board the ship or vessel, without leave of 
the master or officer commanding on board, and the mate or other officer having charge 
of the log-book shall make an entry therein of the name of such seaman or mariner on 
the day on which he shall so absent himself; and if such seaman or mariner shall return 
to his duty within forty-eight hours, such seaman or mariner shall forfeit three days’ pay 
for every day which he shall so absent himself, to be deducted out of his wages; but if 
any seaman or mariner shall absent himself for more than forty-eight hours at one time, he 
shall forfeit all wages due to him, and all his goods and chattels which were on board the 
said ship or vessel, or in any store where they may have been lodged at the time of his 
desertion, to the use of the owner or owners of the said ship or vessel; and, moreover, 
shall be liable to pay him or them all damages which he or they may sustain by being 
obliged to hire other seamen or mariners in his or their place.” 

And it is further agreed that in case of desertion, death, or imprisonment, the wages 
are to cease. 

And it is further agreed by both parties, that each and every lawful command which 
the said master or other officer shall think necessary hereafter to issue for the effectual 
government of the said vessel, suppressing immorality and vice of all kinds, shall be 
strictly complied with, under the penalty of the person or persons disobeying, forfeiting 
his or their whole wages or hire, together with everything belonging to him or them on 
board the said vessel. 
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And it is further agreed on, that no officer or seaman belonging to the said vessel shall 
demand or be entitled to his wages, or any part thereof, until the arrival of the said vessel 
at the said vessel’s final port of discharge, and her cargo delivered. 

And it is hereby further agreed between the master, officers, and seamen of the said 
vessel, that whatever apparel, furniture, and stores each of them may receive into their 
charge, belonging to the said vessel, shall be accounted for on her return ; and in case 
anything shall be lost or damaged through their carelessness or inefficiency, it shall be 
made good by such officer or seaman by whose means it may happen, to the master and 
owners of the said vessel. 

And whereas, it is customary for the officers and seamen while the vessel is in port, 
or while the cargo is delivering, to go on shore at night to sleep, greatly to the prejudice 
of such vessel and freighters: Be it further agreed by the said parties, that neither officer 
nor seaman shall, on any pretence whatever, be entitled to such indulgence, but shall do 
their duty by day in discharge of the cargo, and keep such watch by night as the master 
shall think necessary to order relative to said vessel or cargo. 

And whereas it frequently happens that the owner or captain incurs expenses while in 
a foreign port relative to the imprisonment of one or more of his officers or crew, or in 
the attendance of nurses, or in the payment of board on shore for the benefit of such 
person or persons : Now it is understood and agreed by the parties hereunto, that all such 
expenditures as may be incurred by reason of the foregoing premises shall be charged to 
and deducted out of the wages of any officer, or such one of the crew by whose means or 
for whose benefit the same shall have been paid. 

And whereas it often happens that part of the cargo is embezzled after being sately 
delivered into lighters, and as such losses are made good by the owners of the vessel : 
Be it therefore agreed by these presents, that whatever officer or seaman the master 
shall think proper to appoint shall take charge of her cargo in the lighters, and go with 
it to the lawtul quay, and there deliver his charge to the vessel's husband or his representa- 
tive to see the same safely landed. 

That each seaman or mariner who shall well and truly perform the above-mentioned 
voyage (provided always, that there be no desertion, plunderage, embezzlement, or other 
unlawful acts committed on the said vessel’s cargo or stores) shall be entitled to the pay- 
ment of the wages or hire that may become due to him pursuant to this agreement, as to 
their names is severally affixed and set forth. 

Provided nevertheless, that if any of the said crew disobey the orders of the said 
master or other officer of the said vessel, or absent himself at any time without liberty, 
his wages due at the time of such disobedience or absence shall be forfeited ; and in case 
such person or persons so forfeiting wages shall be reinstated or permitted to do further 
duty, it shall not do away such forfeiture. 

It being understood and agreed by the said parties that parol proof of the misconduct, 
absence, or desertion of any officer or any of the crew of the said vessel, may be given in 
evidence at any trial between the parties to this contract, any act, law, or usage to the 
contrary thereof notwithstanding. 

In testimony whereof, and for the due performance of each and every of the above- 
mentioned articles and agreements, and acknowledgement of their being voluntary and 
without compulsion, or any other clandestine means being used, agreed to and signed by 
us, we have each and every of us hereunto affixed our hands, the month and day against 
our names as hereunder written. 

And it is hereby understood and mutually agreed, by and between the parties afore- 
said, that they will render themselves on board the said vessel on or before Wednesday, 
the 20th day of January, 1858, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 











Station. 





Birth-place. 





Thos. Watson ..| Captain. . 
R. C. Welling ..| Mate .. South Carolina .. as 
Jos. Williams .. | Cook and steward | Ditto <- a8 
John Barber . =... | Seaman . ..| Pennsylvania .. FR Os 
Richard Nash .-| Ditto .. ..| Massachusetts .. Be 
Jas. Anderson ee| Ditto .. ‘ ss . g 
John Donohue . | Ditto <2 


John Russell -.| Ordinary seaman,| South Carolina. 
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List of Persons compusing the Crew of the Schooner ‘‘ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, 
whereof is Master, Thomas Watson, bound for the West Indies. 











Of what Description of their Persons. 
N Places Places of Country 
Soe of Birth. Residence. Citizens or 
Subjects. Age. | Height. | Complexion. | Hair. 
Ft. in 


Thomas Watson. 





R. C. Welling ..| South Carolina | Charleston .} United States . 25 5 10 | Light ..| Brown. 
Jos. Williams ..| Ditto .. .-| Ditto ..| Ditto . «ss 38 5 7 | Dark ..| Dark. 
John Russell .,| Ditto.. . | Ditto -.| Ditto... a 16 5 4 | Light ..| Brown. 
John Barber .,| Pennsylvania .| Ditto ..| Ditto.. s+| 42 5 7 | Ditto .+| Ditto. 
Richard Nash ..| Massachusetts .| Ditto ..| Ditto .. <5 21 5 4 | Ditto .»| Ditto. 
Jas. Anderson .,| No proof. 

John Donohue ..| Ditto. 





I, Thomas Watson, do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that the within list 
contains the names of the crew of the schooner “ Lydia Gibbs,” together with the places 
of their birth and residence, as far as I can ascertain the same. 


(Signed) THOS. WATSON. 
Sworn this 20th day of January, 1858. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Tuos. D. Jervey, Deputy Collector, Charleston. 


I do certify that the within is a true copy of the list of the crew of the schooner 
“ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, whereof Thomas Watson is master, taken from the original 
on file in this office. 
Given under my hand and seal of office, at the Custom-house, this 20th day of 
January, 1858. 
(Signed) Tuos. D. Jexvey, Deputy Collector. 


I do hereby further certify, that the within-named persons who compose a part of the 
company of the above-mentioned schooner, whereof Thomas Watson is at present master, 
have produced to me proof in the manner directed in the Act entitled “An Act for the 
Relief and Protection of American Seamen.” And pursuant to the said Act and to the 
Act Supplementary to the Act concerning Consuls and Vice-Consuls, and for the further 
protection of American seamen, I do hereby certify that the said crew, except the last 
named two, are citizens of the United States of America. 

Given under my hand and seal of office this 20th day of January, 1858. 

(Signed) Tuos. D. Jexvey, Deputy Collector. 





Inclosure 17 in No. 549. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Dallas. 


Sir, Foreign Office, 4pril 30, 1859. 

IN the letter which you did me the honour to address to me on the 18th of January 
last, you state that you have been directed to bring to the notice of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment certain documents tending to disclose an alleged practice on the part of British 
naval officers on the African Station, to warn suspected slavers sailing under the American 
fiag, that if they are captured by the United States’ vessels they will be sent home for trial 
and probably convicted, thus encouraging the destruction of evidences which would render 
such vessels liable to the penalties of American law. You state, further, that in such a 
practice there cannot fail to be recognized an abuse demanding remedy, if a remedy can be 
devised ; and you express a hope that Her Majesty’s Government will deem the subject 
worthy of inquiry, and will cause the practice to be abandoned as soon as convinced of 
its existence. 

In reply, I beg leave to observe that the documents inclosed in your letter, and on 
which the representation which you have been instructed to make to Her Majesty’s 
Government appears to be founded, relate to the capture by British cruizers, of two vessels, 
stated to be the “‘ Kate Ellen’ and the “ Isabella ;’ but it is only with regard to the latter 
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vessel that the charge is made that threats and intimidation were used by the British 
officer who boarded her, to induce her master to haul down his colours and to give his 
vessel up as a prize. And the evidence adduced in support of this charge is given by two 
sailors, Portuguese or Spaniards, who state that they were on board the “ Isabella”” when 
she was captured. 

In the case of one of these men, a Portuguese sailor, Commander Totten, of the United 
States’ sloop “ Vincennes,” who examined him, reports that the man was so contradictory 
and evasive that he could give little credit to his statement ; and that when asked whether 
he would go before the American Consul and take an oath to the truth of his state- 
ment, he declined doing so. ‘ 

It can scarcely, therefore, be expected that Her Majesty’s Government should give 

more credit to this man’s statement than is accorded to it by the Commander of the 
United States’ ship of war who was on the spot, and was better enabled than any one 
clse to form a correct opinion of the value of the man’s testimony. 
As regards the statement of the sailor Fernandez, whose deposition respecting the 
capture of the ‘ Isabella” was taken in the hospital at Loanda, I have to observe that 
this man asserts that the “ Isabella” was boarded by a boat’s crew from the English brig- 
of-war “ Orion,” and that the master, acting under threats from the English officer, ordered 
the mate to haul the flag down, which was done against the will of the crew. 

But 1 beg leave to state that there is no British cruizer named the “Orion” 
employed on the African Coast, nor has any information been received by Her Majesty’s 
Government of the capture by any of Her Majesty's cruizers of a vessel called the ‘“ Isabel” 
or “Isabella.” It can only be inferred, therefore, that this man’s statement is as little 
deserving of credit as that of his companion the Portuguese sailor, who was examined by 
the Commander of the * Vincennes.” 

I have, in conclusion, to add, that Her Majesty’s Government are most anxious 
to put a stop to any improper interference on the part of British officers with bond Jide 
American vessels; but the evidence adduced in the present instance seems so utterly 
valueless, and is given by persons whose evident connection with the Slave Trade render 
their statements altogether untrustworthy, that, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
meut, it fails entirely to prove that there has been any improper interference on the part of 
British officers with American vessels. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





Inclosure 18 in No. 549. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Dallas. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 30. 1859. 

I HAVE not failed to cause inquiries to be made respecting the case of the schooner 
“Sydia Gibbs,” the capture of which vessel by Commander Close, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Trident,” formed the subject of your note to me of the 3lst of January last; and 
although I am not yet in possession of the reply of Commander Close to the statements 
contained in your note, purporting to give an account of the circumstances under which the 
‘«Sydia Gibbs” was captured, | am enabled to offer a few observations with regard to the 
representation which you have been instructed to make to Her Majesty’s Government in 
this case. 

You state that the following facts are to be drawn from the papers inclosed in your 
letter :— 

1. That the “ Stydia Gibbs” arrived at Whydah on the 22nd of May, 1858, where, 
discharging a portion of her cargo, she remained till the 29th of May, her captain and 
Commander Close (who made the capture) being known to each other, and having some 
degree of social intercourse. 

That she left Charleston about the 20th of January, and Havana about the 9th of 
March preceding. 

2. That the “ Xydia Gibbs” had colours and papers attesting her American character, 
the flag of the United States, the register, the shipping articles, the list of crew, the invoice 
of cargo, of 150 pipes of rum, and of stores, the Consular certificates—all genuine and 
satisfactory. 

3. That the “ Sydia Gibbs” had given, by her course of proceeding, no ground to 
suspect her being engaged in illicit Traffic ; that not an article of her cargo or nee pes 
was of questionable character ; and that the certificate of Commander Close himself, left 


UNITED STATES. 425 


at the time of capture, asserts his only object of search to have been “to ascertain whether 
she is engaged in the Slave Trade under false colours.” : 

4. That Captain Watson refused to exhibit the schooner’s papers at the demand 
of Commander Close ; that he had previously stated his reason for doing so to that officer ; 
an1 that when she was finally seized he left his vessel, went, as would seem, to Whydah 
on the 30th of May, was attacked by the yellow fever, and died on the ! 5th of July. 
You add, that the fate of the “ Sydia Gibbs” was equally expeditious ; that she was taken 
to Sierra Leone, a considerable distance from Whydah, libelled in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court there, and condemned solely for the non-production of papers, then far away in the 
hands of her dying master. 

As regards the first two points, which relate to the movements of the “ Sydia Gibbs,” 
and to her having been at one time furnished with genuine papers, I have to observe that 
there is nothing contained in the statements in your note on these heads at all inconsistent 
with the fact of that vessel having been subsequently, and at the time of her capture, 
engaged in the Slave Trade, without colours or papers; and I do not purpose, therefore, to 
offer any further comment on these points. 

But with regard to the third point, in which you state that the “ Sydia Gibbs” had 
given, by her course of proceeding, no ground to suspect her being engaged in illicit 
Traffic, and that not an article of her cargo or equipment was questionable, I have to state 
that the information in the possession of Her Majesty’s Government leads to a totally 
different conclusion. 

Commander Close, in his report of the capture of this vessel, states as follows :—* On 
the morning of the 29th May, 1858, in latitude 6° 13’ north, longitude 2° 0’ east, I chased 
and captured a fore-and-alt-rigged schooner, fully equipped for the Slave Trade; and at 
the time of capture she had no papers or colours on board, but she bears the name on her 
stern of the ‘ Qydia Gibbs.’ By the little information I could obtain from the people on 
board (whe called themselves passengers), it would appear she filled up with fresh water 
and her slave cargo at Havana, and that she had been boarded by Her Majesty's ships 
‘Sharpshooter’ and ‘ Hecla.’ The money for the slaves and 150 casks of spirits had 
been landed at Aghwey or Popoe. There were seventeen people on board at the time of 
capture, half of whom were secreted under hatches. In the hold I found the slave-deck, 
a ground tier of water-casks full of fresh water, slave-food for 600 siaves, very large slave- 
coppers, large quantities of fire-wood, tin utensils, and wooden spoons for the slaves. 

* The cargo of slaves for the ‘ Sydia Gibbs’ had been marched down from the town 
on to the beach the day before 1 took her.” 

I cannot permit myself to doubt that you will see in the foregoing Report of 
Commander Close, a statement of facts totally inconsistent with the assertion that not an 
article of the ‘* Lydia Gibbs’s’’ equipment was of a questionable character, and that she 
had given by her course no grounds to suspect her being engaged in illicit Traffic. 

But if further corroborative evidence were required of the illegal nature of the 
** Lydia Gibbs’s” voyage, it will be found in an official communication received by Her 
Majesty’s Government from the United States, dated the 2nd of June last, just two days 
after the capture of this vessel by Her Majesty’s ship “ Trident.” 

It is therein stated :— 

‘There sailed from Charleston a short time since, a schooner called the ‘ Lydia 
Gibbs,’ commanded and owned by a person named Watson, ostensibly on a voyage to the 
- West Indies, in the trade between which and Charleston Watson has been engaged for 
upwards of twenty years. Until now, however, he has never had a vessel of his own, 
but has sailed in the employ of Mr. Chapman, a merchant of Charleston. 

“* At the time of the vessel’s departure no particular suspicions were entertained that 
she was about to engage in an illicit traffic; but when she arrived in the Havana she was 
sold to persons unknown for the sum of 12,000 dollars (her whole cost when new having 
been 7,000 dollars), and she has proceeded under the command of Watson to the Coast 
of Africa, manned by a crew of Americans, and beyond doubt under her original American 
papers. The owner himself is a Scotchman, but naturalized in the United States. He is 
to receive 6,000 dollars for the voyage, whether successful or not, 6,000 dollars more if he 
escape detection, and, in addition, a certain number of the slaves actually landed in Cuba 
for his own share. 

“The schooner is said to be very fast indeed, having been built for great speed, and 
furnished with every appliance for insuring it. 

“At the present juncture, it becomes important that Her Majesty’s Government 
should be furnished with every possible proof of the shameless manner in which the 
flag of the United States is used to cover the Slave Trade.”’ 

Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, also informed Her Majesty's 
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Government that the “ Jydia Gibbs” had been purchased by the slave-traders in that 
island for the purpose of being employed in the Slave Trade. 

These reports, from sources entirely different and unconnected with one another, 
must, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, force conviction on any impartial 
mind that the “ Lydia Gibbs” was equipped for, and engaged in, the detestable Traffic in 
Slaves at the time when she was captured by a British cruizer. 

I now come to the fourth point alluded to in your note. It is thereby made to appear 
that the ** Lydia Gibbs” was seized because Captain Watson refused to exhibit his ship’s 
papers to Commander Close, to whom it is alleged that he had previously explained the 
motives of his refusal, and that Captain Watson having abandoned his vessel when she 
was finally seized, and having taken his papers with him, the “ Lydia Gibbs” was sent to 
Sierra Leone, where she was condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court, solely on account 
of the non-production of her papers, then far away in the hands of her dying master. 

The foregoing statement appears to have been made by some person unknown, 
whose account of what passed between Commander Close and the master of the “ Lydia 
Gibbs,” previous to and on the occasion of the capture of that vessel, may be judiciously 
quoted. 

It runs as follows :— 

“Commander Close had either been schoolmate or playfellow with Captain Watson. 
At any rate they were well acquainted with cach other’s families ; so much so that they 
visited each other in a friendly way, until one day the subject of conversation turned upon 
the right of search, when Capiain Watson promptly declared, should war take place on 
that account, he would fight for the flag under which he sailed, and would never submit 
to be searched, and should such a thing be attempted on him, that he would abandon his 
ship, but would never show his papers, and would trust to his Government to see him 
righted. 

‘This assertion on the part of Captain Watson so irritated Commander Close, that 
he took his departure swearing that he would find means to search the damned Yankee 
schooner yet. On the following morning, May the 29th, he sent Captain Watson a note 
directing him how to consign some cigars that he had previously ordered, and stating that 
he was going to sea for a cruize. The schooner also got under weigh the same morning 
to proceed on her trading voyage, when she was abruptly ordered to heave-to, and on 
being boarded by the officer of the steamer her flag was torn down by him, and the British 
flag hoisted. 

‘* On being asked by Captain Watson the reason for such a course, he answered, ‘ I'll 
damn soon let you sce,’ and without further delay ordered his men to search for the 
money (slavers are supposed to always have a large quantity on board), and so exasperated 
was he at not finding his darling prize-money that he robbed every man on board of not 
only money, but clothing, even to their shirt-buttons and rings. Captain Watson 
determined to abandon his vessel, which he did. On finding that he had no sufficient 
proof to condemn the schooner, unless he could obtain her papers, Commander Close 
attempted to purchase them, and Captain Watson has been heard to declare that 
Commander Close had offered him the sum of 1000/. sterling if he would deliver up 
his papers. 

“ Captain Watson was for making his way home to present his case to the United 
States’ Government, when he was taken sick with the disease which terminated his life.” 

Now when such statements as those which I have just quoted are made the subject of 
an official representation to Her Majesty's Government, it might, in justice, be expected 
that some proof would be adduced in support of the serious charges brought against a 
British officer ; but there is positively not a vestige of evidence of any kind. The whole of 
the foregoing statement is given not by a person who could bear testimony to facts of 
which he himself was witness, but is founded on hearsay, the name of the person on whose 
authority it is made not even being mentioned; indeed, it appears from the documents 
inclosed in your note that Mr. Summerfield, the person at the Havana at whose instigation 
it would appear that the case of the ““ydia Gibbs” is taken up, never even saw the 
anonymous gentleman from Africa on whose alleged authority it is that the representation 
which you have been instructed to make to Her Majesty’s Government is founded. 

The case of the “ Sydia Gibbs” appears to be a type of the usual course pursued by 
the Cuban slave-traders in carrying on their Traffic. 

An American vessel is purchased ; and although she has passed into the hands of 
Spaniards, and is no longer entitled-to the protection of the United States’ Government, 
she is sent to the African coast with her American papers and colours, and these protect 
her up to the moment when all her arrangements are made, and she is about to ship her 
cargo of slaves. Then, if detected by a British cruizer, the papers are usually destroyed, 
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and the vessel given up; or, as in the case of the “*ydia Gibbs,” the papers are retained 
by the American master, and serve as a basis whereon representations are founded by parties 
connected with the Slave Trade, who endeavour to make use of a foreign Government in 
order to prevent the interference of British cruizers with the Slave Trade. 

I feel assured, Sir, that your Government, apart from all other considerations, cannot 
but view this case in the same light in which it is regarded by that of Her Majesty. 








lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY-. 
No. 550. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 6, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone, containing a Report upon the 
Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa during the past year.* 

I also inclose extracts of a Report on the same subject from Commodore Wise.t 

It will be seen from these Reports that the Slave Trade continues to be extensively 
carried on on the African coast, and almost exclusively by vessels sailing under the 
American flag, and provided with genuine American papers. 

It moreover appears that while the American flag is made to cover a Traffic which is 
declared to be piracy by the laws of the United States, and American citizens engage in it 
almost with impunity, the squadron or naval force of vessels of suitable numbers and 
descriptions to carry in all not less than eighty guns, which the United States are bound by 
Treaty to maintain on the African coast for the suppression of the Slave Trade, is practically 
reduced to one sailing-vessel of twenty guns. 

Commodore Wise, in his Report to Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F, Grey, the 
Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the African station, states as follows: 

“ Although American men-of-war on this station have acted with considerable energy 
during the last few months, yet their services can be of small avail when, as you are aware, 
the disposition of the squadron may be stated as follows :—Cumberland (flag), 24 guns, 
visits the coast for a few weeks, generally twice a-year; the ‘St. Louis,’ 20 guns, has 
never visited the coast, to my knowledge, since July 1857. ‘The actual cruizing is divided 
between the ‘ Marion,’ 16 guns, and the ‘ Vincennes,’ 20 guns; but for want of a depdt of 
provisions at any other place than Porto Praya, within a few weeks after either of these 
vessels reaches St. Paul de Loanda, she is obliged to return for provisions to Porto Praya ; 
and as both vessls are seldom on the coast together, the United States’ squadron of 80 
guns is reduced to one sailing-corvette of 20 guns, present about nine months of the year. 
Their efforts to prevent the prostitution of their flag must therefore be unsuccessful.” 

This statement is corroborated, also, by reports received from other official sources, 
and Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that, if the United States’ Government will 
call upon the Commander of their squadron on the African coast for a Return of the 
number of days the vessels under his orders have been actually employed in cruizing off 
the coast of Africa, it will at once be seen how inadequate have been the means employed 
to prevent the American flag from being used to cover a Traffic which the Government of 
the United States has solemnly repudiated. 

Nor can it, in justice, be stated that there has been any exaggeration in the extent to 
which the United States’ flag has been used to cover the Slave Trade. 

Besides the numerous vessels which have been captured during the past vear by Her 
Majesty’s cruizers, the following vessels, sailing under American colours, and, it is believed, 
furnished with genuine American papers, are known also to have escaped with cargoes of 
slaves: the “ Merchant,” “Telegraph,” ‘‘ Wm. Montague,” ‘‘ Blooming Youth,” “ Trovador,” 
“* Charlotte,” ‘* Ellen,” ‘‘ Venus,” ‘‘ Wanderer ;” and to these may be added the several 
vessels taken by United States’ ships of war. 

At the present moment Her Majesty’s Government are in possession of information 
showing that not less than fifteen vessels, sailing under the American flag, and destined to 
be engaged in the Slave Trade, have either recently sailed or are about to sail from Atnerican 
and Cuban ports, and although several of these vessels are known to have been sold to the 
Cuban slave-traders, they still retain their American colours, and are furnished with 
American papers. 

I have to instruct your Lordship to bring to the notice of the United States’ Govern- 
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ment the state of things which I have above depicted ; and, with reference to the instruc- 
tions which I gave to you in my despatch No. | of the 8th ultimo, you will express the 
hope of Her Majesty's Government that the measures proposed by the President, and 
concurred in by Her Majesty’s Government, for placing small steam-vessels on the coast 
of Africa, may, without loss of time, be carried into effect. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 551. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 10.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Washington, April 25, 1859. 

THE day before yesterday I placed in General Cass’s hand a copy of the amended 
Instructions agreed upon between the Governments of Great Britain and France for the 
common action of their cruizers against vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. I had 
previously ascertained that the Comte de Sartiges had given to General Cass a copy of the 
French text of these Instructions, in a similar manner, at a personal interview. 

I proceeded to inform General Cass that Her Majesty’s Government were disposed to 
agree to the proposal he had made in his despatch to Mr. Dallas of the 23rd of February 
last, respecting an alteration in the nature of the force to be maintained by the United 
States on the African coast. 

I stated to him that Her Majesty’s Government would be willing to concur in an 
arrangement by which Article VIII of the Ashburton Treaty should be so modified that 
instead of, as now, stipulating for the presence of a squadron carrying eighty guns, if 
should provide for a certain number of vessels being kept on the coast carrying not less 
than two guns each. 

In order to put the General in complete possession of the views of Her Majesty’s 
Government, I read to him your Lordship’s despatch to me of the 8th instant, No. 1, and 
I said that I should be glad to embody that despatch in a note to him, or to adopt any 
other mode which he might think more convenient for commencing a negotiation with 
him. 

General Cass replied, that he had just received from the French Government a paper 
for which he had been waiting, and that he should probably be ready to discuss the whole 
matter with me next week. He thanked me for reading to him your Lordship’s despatch, 
and expressed great satisfaction at the acceptance of his proposal. At the same time, he 
suggested that it would be advisable that I should not immediately address a formal note 
to him, but should wait until he should have considered the whole question next week. 
To this I agreed, and General Cass went on to say that the President was determined to 
increase, as soon as possible, the American force employed for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade ; that the return of the squadron from Paraguay would place ships at the 
disposal of the Government ; and that it was intended to send three steam-vessels to cruize 
in the neighbourhood of Cuba, and two vessels of the same description to reinforce the 
squadron off the coast of Africa. 

With respect to the special question which was propounded by the British and French 
Governments, respecting the steps to be taken in the case of a vessel refusing to show any 
colours at all, General Cass told me that he could have no difficulty in assenting to the 

roposal that a boat should be permitted to go alongside, but that it did not appear to 
fine that much effect would be produced by such a proceeding; nor, indeed, did he under- 
stand how any permission was required to enable a boat to approach as near a ship as 
possible, provided she neither detained the ship nor sent men on board. His own private 
opinion was, that, in case a ship refused to show her colours, it might be determined that 
the officer of a cruizer boarding her should incur no responsibility by so doing; but there 
might be objections to this which did not at the moment occur to him. He said that the 
Executive might issue orders on the subject to the Collectors at the ports in the Union, 
and to the officers in command of the United States’ cruizers, desiring them to urge 
masters of American ships to show their colours upon all proper occasions; but that the 
President had no power, without an Act of the Legislature, to impose penalties upon 
masters of vessels who should, notwithstanding, neglect or refuse to do so. 

General Cass proceeded to remark, that there were now few or no points of difference 
between the Governments of Great Britain, the United States, and France upon the Slave 
Trade. All now admitted that cruizers had no right to board vessels of a foreign nation ; 
all were agreed that, if the grounds of suspicion against a ship were serious and reasonable, 
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no Government should raise a complaint if she should be boarded by mistake by a foreign 
cruizer, provided that the proceedings were conducted with proper precautions and due 
courtesy. He concluded by repeating that he should, in a few days, be prepared to enter 
upon the whole matter with me, and by requesting me to abstain, for the present, from 
addressing to him a formal note upon it. 
To this request I readily assented. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





No. 552. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 2. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Washington, April 25, 1859. 

IN the course of the conversation of which I have had the honour to give your 
Lordship an account in my immediately preceding despatch No. 1 of this date, General 
Cass said that he would acquaint me confidentially with his reason for requesting time for 
consideration before coming to an understanding with me respecting the form in which his 
proposal for modifying the nature of the United States’ squadron off the Coast of Africa 
should be carried into effect. 

He said that the President was most anxious to use all the means at his disposal to 
put down the Slave Trade; that if the object could be obtained by the exertion of the 
constitutional power of the Executive only, many difficulties might be escaped; and it 
might be especially desirable to avoid, if possible, giving to the new arrangement the form 
of a Convention, which must be submitted to the Senate, and would, consequently, be 
liable to be rejected by an adverse vote of only one-third of that body. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 553. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 13, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, 
Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda,* reporting that the 
American barque ‘‘ Panchita” succeeded in shipping a cargo of slaves from the African 
Coast at Mague Grande, between Ambrizette and the River Congo, with which she got 
clear off; her American colours and papers having prevented Her Majesty's cruizers from 
interfering with her, although the traffic in which she was destined to be engaged was 
perfectly well known to the commanders of several of Her Majesty’s ships by whom she 
had been previously fallen in with. 

Your Lordship will communicate the substance of Mr. Gabriel’s report to the United 
States’ Government. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 554. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received May 16.) 

(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Washington, April 30, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 1 and 2 of the 25th instant, I have the 
honour to report that General Cass told me this morning that the orders had been already 
issued for the departure of two steam-vessels for the Coast of Africa; indeed, that one 
(the “ San Jacinto”), had, he believed, already sailed. He added that three steam-vessels 
would (as he had before told me), be sent to the neighbourhood of Cuba, so soon as the 
return of the squadron from Paraguay should place vessels of that description at the 
disposal of the Navy Department. 
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General Cass proceeded to say that he regretted very much that urgent business had 
hitherto prevented his discussing with me the proposed modification in the nature of the 
force to be employed by the United States for the suppression of the Slave Trade. He 
hoped, however, to be able to take up the whole subject of the Slave Trade in a few 
days. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 555. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 20, 1859. 


I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information and for communication to the United 
States’ Government, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Admiralty,* reporting 
the circumstances under which the American vessel: ‘‘ Catharine” was boarded on the Ist 
of March last off Badagry by a-boat from Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Medusa.” 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) =” MALMESBURY. 





No. 556. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 24.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Washington, May 10, 1859. 

I HAD the honour, on the 7th instant, to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 
21st ultimo, No. 2, directing me to join the Count de Sartiges, the French Minister here, 
in urging upon the Government of the United States the adoption identically, for American 
cruizers, of the Instructions which have been provisionally agreed upon by the Governments 
of Great Britain and France in regard to the verification of the nationality of merchant- 
vessels at sea. 

IT have the honour to inclose a copy of a note on the subject addressed to General 
Cass yesterday by the Comte de Sartiges, as well as a copy of an almost identic note sent 
in by me at the same time. : 

The only difference between the French note and mine (except that necessarily 
resulting from the different idioms of the two languages), consists in the omission by me of 
a reference made by M. de Sartiges to a note addressed to him by the American Govern- 
ment on the 25th of January last. 

General Cass read this note to me yesterday, but I do not think that it had been 
previously communicated to this Mission. The Comte de Sartiges has permitted me to 
take a copy of it, which I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith. 

General Cass told me yesterday that it was his intention to make, in the course of 
this weck, an answer to the communications which he received some time ago from the 
British and French Missions on the general question of the verification of the nationality of 
merchant-vessels. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 556. 
Count de Sartiges to General Cass. 
Monsieur, Washington, le 9 Mai, 1859. 


J’AI eu précédemment I’honneur de vous communiquer les instructions que le 
Gouvernement de l’Empereur avait données aux officiers de la Marine Impeériale, relative- 
ment au mode d’enquéte de la nationalité des navires marchands rencontrés par les bati- 
ments de guerre. 

Des instructions identiques et qui vous ont été communiquées par M. le Ministre 
d’Angleterre 4 Washington, ont éte également adressées aux officiers de la marine 
Anglaise. 
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Aujourd’hui le Gouvernement de I'Empereur, d’accord avec le Gouvernment de Sa 
Majesté Britannique sur la démarche a faire, comme il l’a été pour la rédaction des instruc- 
tions aux officiers de la marine de France et de celle d’Angleterre, et s’en référant a l'esprit 
et 4 la lettre de la réponse que vous m’avez fait ’honneur de m’adresser le 25 Janvier 
dernier, me charge d'inviter le Gouvernement des Etats Unis & adopter pour les croiseurs 
des batiments de la Marine Fédérale des instructions identiques a celles qui ont été provi- 
soirement adoptées pour leur marine de guerre par les Gouvernements de France et 
d’Angleterre. 

(Signé) DE SARTIGES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 556. 


Lord Lyons to General Cass. 


Sir, Washington, May 9, 1859. 

I HAD some days ago the honour to place in your hands a copy of the instructions 
which Her Majesty’s Government have given to the officers of the Royal Navy, relative to 
the mode in which the nationality of merchant-vessels is to be verified by ships of war 
meeting them at sea. 

Identical instructions have been issued to the French navy, and have been communi- 
cated to you by the French Minister at Washington. 

Her Majesty’s Government being agreed with the Government of the Emperor, as 
well in taking the present step as in drawing up the instructions lately issued to the officers 
of the British and French navies, have directed me to invite the Government of the United 
States to adopt for their cruizers instructions identical with those which have been pro- 
visionally adopted for their own ships of war by the Governments of Great Britain and 
France. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 556. 
General Cass to Count de Sartiges. 
Sir, Washington, January 25, 1859. 


THE Memorandum which you left with me some weeks ago, in reference to the 
subject of verifying the national character of merchant-vessels on the high seas, should 
have received an earlier reply, had I not expected that a “projet”? upon the same subject 
would soon be presented from Great Britain; and that thus the two plans might be 
considered together. No proposition, however, from Her Majesty’s Government has been 
received ; and [ understand from you that the Government of France, before any further 
discussion of the subject with the Cabinet of Great Britain, prefers to ascertain, as far as 
possible, the general views concerning it of the Government of the United States. Under 
these circumstances, J am instructed by the President to communicate to you his views 
upon this important subject. 

In respect to the African Slave Trade, for whose protection the flags of different 
nations are sometimes prostituted, the position of the Government cannot require any 
explanation. The United States were among the earliest of the nations of the world to 
denounce the Traffic as unjust and inhuman, and it is still one of the highest crimes which 
are recognized by our laws. For the execution of these laws, the President, I am instructed 
to say, will not hesitate to use the most efficient means at his disposal. 

While, however, the President is thus earnestly opposed to the African Slave Trade, 
and thus determined to give full effect to the laws of the United States for its suppression, 
he cannot permit himself, in so doing, to concur in any principle, or assent to any practice, 
which he believes would be inconsistent with that entire immunity of merchant-vessels 
upon the ocean, in time of peace, for which this Government has always contended, and in 
whose preservation the commerce of the world has so deep an interest. : 

This is also the position, I am gratified to observe, of the Government of France. 
France, like the United States, recognizes no right of search or visit upon the high seas 
except in time of war. France, like thé United States, holds, in the language of your 
Memorandum, that “an armed vessel cannot visit, detain, arrest, or seize any but such 
merchant: vessels as it ascertains to belong to the same nation to which the armed vessel 
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itself belongs.” France, like the United States, holds, further, that while cases may exist 
of a fraudulent assumption of a flag, the verification of such a case must be made at the 
peril of the party making it; or, in the words of your Memorandum, “under all circum- 
stances, it is well understood that the armed vessel that may determine to board a foreign 
merchant-vessel, does so, in every instance, at its own risk and peril, and stands respon- 
sible for all the consequences which may follow the act.” - 

While thus recognizing the immunity of merchant-vessels on the ocean, and the grave 
responsibility which is assumed by a ship of war when she boards a foreign ship in order 
to verify its flag, your Memorandum suggests some interesting views in respect to the 
caution with which such a verification should be pursued, and such a responsibility 
exercised. I do not understand that the French Government desires to limit this respon- 
sibility, or to change in any way that rule of international law by which, in time of peace, 
an honest merchantman is protected on the ocean from any visit, detention, or search 
whatever. Undoubtedly, a ship of war may sometimes find a foreign merchant-vessel so 
surrounded by suspicious circumstances as to induce the belief that she is sailing under 
false colours; and in such a case the ship of war may think it right to adopt some proper 
measures to verify the suspected flag. If, upon inquiry, its suspicions are realized, no one 
has any right to complain ; but if the suspected vessel turns out to be an honest trader, 
there can be no doubt that a trespass has been committed on her rights, which may or may 
not be excusable, according to the peculiar circumstances under which it was committed. 
The burthen of proof, in every such case, must necessarily rest upon the party committing 
the error, who will be bound to show, not only that his suspicions were reasonably excited, 
but that he exercised due caution and care in respect to their verification. To reverse 
this rule, and throw the burthen of proof upon the suspected party, or to hold that a 
ship of war can, under any circumstances, treat an innocent merchantman of a foreign 
nation as a guilty vessel, would be attended with very dangerous consequences, and is not, 
I repeat, what I understand your Memorandum to contemplate. 

If I correctly understand the purpose of your Government on this subject, its only 
desire is to prevent the rights of merchantmen from being capriciously interfered with by 
the Commanders of ships of war, and to this end, as far as possible, to substitute the well- 
considered instructions of the Government for the hasty conclusions of its naval officers. 
There can be no doubt that this precaution is eminently desirable, and that every Govern- 
ment should take care so to instruct its naval Commanders as to prevent, as far as 
possible, any improper interference at sea with the merchant-ships of other nations. Such 
instructions are manifestly necessary, not only with reference to the general interests of 
commerce, but also to avoid those claims for redress which are sure to arise whenever a 
merchant-vessel of one country is improperly visited or detained by a public vessel of 
another country. 

In the general features of these instructions it is natural to suppose that the 
commercial nations of the world will be essentially in agreement. Your Memorandum, 
for example, suggests that when a ship of war and merchant-vessel meet on the high seas, 
the latter should not refuse to display her flag ; and certainly such a refusal, in the absence 
of any satisfactory explanation, would be a suspicious circumstance. Other suspicious 
circumstances may exist at the same time which may lead the ship of war to pursue the 
mode of verification pointed out in your Memorandum, and if the case is one where any 
verification .at all is to be pursued, the measures for this purpose suggested in your 
Memorandum are calculated, it seems to me, to accomplish the object with the least 
possible difficulty. But both France and the United States agree that these measures, or 
any similar measures, can only be employed at the risk and peril of the party using them, 
who is bound to show in every case of erroneous suspicion and visit such extenuating 
circumstances as will reasonably satisfy the injured party. To determine in advance 
precisely what circumstances may be regarded as a sufficient warrant for doubting the 
nationality of a merchant-vessel appears to me to be quite impossible, and every case 
may, perhaps, be safely left to be determined by itself. 

I have thus stated the general views of the President upon the subject of your 
Memorandum, and I do not make a more detailed reply because I am not quite sure whether 
I have correctly interpreted the views and wishes of your Government. ‘To agree upon any 
plan of verification which would change the rule of international law, and authorize in 
advance the commission of a trespass, is a very different thing from merely assenting to 
certain modes of proveeding as being reasonable and proper in a given case. The former 
would be ulike objectionable, I am persuaded, to France and the United States. The 
latter would be far less objectionable, and, as I have already said, the precautionary 
instructions of different nations to their naval Commanders respectively would not, 
probably, be very dissimilar in their general features, If these instructions were inter- 
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changed among the Governments most interested in the subject, a sufficient degree of 
uniformity might possibly be obtained, without any special arrangement upon a detailed 
lan. 
: I avail, &c. 

(Signed) LEW. CASS. 





No. 557. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 25, 1859. 

{ TRANSMIT to your Lordship the accompanying extracts of a despatch from 
Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. W. Grey, reporting upon the Slave Trade on the 
African coast.* 

The greater part of the information contained in this Report has already at various 
periods been communicated to Her Majesty’s Legation at Washington; but it may, 
perhaps, be useful to you in any discussions which you may have with the United States’ 
Government relative to the Slave Trade, to be in possession of Admiral Grey’s opinions on 
the subject. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 558. 


) Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 30.) 
(No. 5. 
My Lord, Washington, May 16, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatches of the 25th ultimo, Nos. 1 and 2, I have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that General Cass requested me the day before yesterday 
to give him, in writing, the particulars of your Lordship’s answer to his suggestion that 
small steam-vessels should be substituted for sailing-vessels in the squadron which the 
United States are bound by the Ashburton Treaty to maintain upon the Coast of Africa. 

I accordingly placed in his hands a Memorandum (of which I have the honour to 
inclose ‘ copy), containing the substance of your Lordship’s despatch to me of the 8th of 
April, No. 1. 

General Cass informed me that the substitution of steam-vessels for sailing-vessels 
was a measure upon which the President was fully resolved; and that the only point still 
under consideration with regard to this matter was, the course which it would be most 
convenient to pursue with regard to the stipulations of the Ashburton Treaty. It might, 
he said, be desirable to avoid a formal Convention, which must be submitted to the ratifi- 
cation of the Senate. This was, however, a constitutional question peculiar to the United 
States; Her Majesty’s Government had, he presumed, power to give their assent to the 
alteration of the Treaty stipulations in any form which might be found convenient. 

1 replied that with us, as the General was of course aware, the power of making 
Treaties was vested solely and completely in the Sovereign, and that therefore there were no 
constitutional difficulties to be apprehended on our side. There might, perhaps, be 
objections to altering the stipulations of a Treaty by any less formal instrument than that 
in which they were contained ; but I was convinced that Her Majesty’s Government would 
be disposed to do everything in their power to facilitate the adoption of the measure 
contemplated by the President. 

General Cass concluded by saying that the question of form was before the law 
authorities, and that when their report was received, he would immediately enter into 
communication with me upon the subject. 

It seems, therefore, not improbable that General Cass may pro that the two 
Governments should agree to modify the stipulations of the Ashburton ty without con- 
cluding a formal Convention for that purpose. Should it be deemed expedient to assent to 
such a proposal, it may perhaps be desirable at the same time to take some precautions ; 
for this proceeding might perhaps be represented as having destroyed the binding force of 
the general stipulations with respect to the Slave Trade, if the United States should at 
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any future time desire to free themselves from the obligations imposed upon them by those 
stipulations. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 558. 


Memorandum. 


A DESPATCH dated February 23, 1859, from General Cass to Mr. Dallas, United 
States’ Minister in London, was communicated by Mr. Dallas to Lord Malmesbury. In 
the last paragraph of that despatch mention is made of the Ashburton Treaty and of the 
stipulations which require that each of the Contracting Parties shall maintain a squadron 
on the African Coast, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, carrying at least eighty guns : 
and it is further stated that if, by mutual consent, the number of guns were reduced and 
small steam-vessels substituted for sailing-vessels, the service would be much more 
efficiently performed and the expense not increased. 

Lord Lyons has been instructed to state to General Cass that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment entirely concur in his view on this point, and that they would be willing to consent 
to an arrangement by which Article VIII of the Ashburton Treaty should be so altered 
that instead of, as now, stipulating for the presence of a squadron carrying the aggregate 
number of eighty guns, it should provide for a certain number of steam-vessels being kept 
on the coast carrying not less than two guns each, or with such armament as the respective 
Governments might think fit. Her Majesty’s Government are, however, of opinion that 
the number of vessels to be employed ought not to be less than ten, and Lord Lyons has 
been directed to propose that number to the Government of the United States. 

May 14, 1859. 


No. 559. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 30.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Washington, May 16, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a note addressed 
to me on the 12th instant by General Cass, in reply to the note dated the 9th instant in which 
I invited the Government of the United States to adopt identically, for their own cruizers, 
the instructions agreed upon by the Governments of Great Britain and France in regard to 
the verification of the nationality of merchant-vessels at sea. 

In reply to the almost identic note presented by my French colleague, Comte de 
Sartiges, General Cass has transmitted to him a copy of this note to me, accompanied only 
by a short letter, of which also I have the honour to inclose a copy herewith. 

Your Lordship will perceive that General Cass now officially communicates to me the 
note addressed by him to the Comte de Sartiges on the 25th January last, of which a copy 
was transmitted to your Lordship in my despatch of the 10th instant, No. 4. 

General Cass discusses, in his note to me, various questions of principle. With regard 
to the special object of the invitation to which it is an answer, he safs that the United States 
will issue renewed instructions to its naval officers, and that a copy of them shall be furnished 
to me; but he does not engage that they shall be identical with those agreed upon by the 
British and French Governments. 

I have not failed to remind General Cass that the instructions finally adopted by Great 
Britain and France are those which I placed in his hands on the 23rd ultimo, and that they 
slightly differ from the Draft transmitted to him in Lord Napier’s note of the 12th of 
March last. 

Your Lordship will perceive that at the close of his note, General Cass adverts to the 
final passage of the British instructions, in which allusion is made to the right to “ seize 
and detain vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, when not entitled to the protection of any 
national flag.” General Cass observes that the language of this passage might. be under- 
stood as embracing vessels induced to throw their papers overboard after capture; and 
with reference to this subject, desires to call your Lordshi ’s attention to his note to Lord 
Napier of the 10th April, 1858, and to his despatch to Mr. Dallas of the 23rd February, 
1859. 

There does not appear to be any similar passage in the French instructions. 

- I have, &c. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 559. 
General Cass to Lord Lyons. 


My I ord. Department of State, Washington, May 12, 1859. 

YOUR note of the 9th instant, in reference to the instructions which Her-Majesty’s 
Government have given to the officers of the Royal Navy relative to the mode in which 
the “ nationality of merchant-vessels is to be verified by ships of war meeting them at sea,” 
has been received. A Draft of these instructions had been commnnicated to me by your 
predecessor, Lord Napier, under date of the 12th March last, with the hope expressed by 
his Lordship that they might prove “acceptable to the Governments of France and the 
United States.” Instructions of a similar character had been also communicated to this 
Government by the Minister of France; and, as expressing the general views of the 
President concerning them, I inclose a copy of my reply to that Minister, dated January 25, 
1859. Since that time I have received from Count Sartiges an extract from an official 
despatch of Count Walewski, dated April 13, which fully sustains the doctrines of my note 
of January 25, and the interpretation which, in conformity with those documents, I had 
placed upon the French project. 

There can no longer remain any doubt, therefore, that the United States, Great 
Britain, and France are entirely agreed in reference to the principles which they hold 
respectively upon this important subject. As stated in the Draft furnished by Lord Napier, 
“No merchant-vessel navigating the high seas is subject to any foreign jurisdiction. A 
vessel of war cannot, therefore, visit, detain, arrest, or seize (except under Treaty) any 
merchant-vessel not recognized as belonging to her own nation.” And as a necessary 
consequence from this rule, it is added in the same Draft, that “in every case it is clearly 
to be understood that the vessel of war which determines to board a merchant-vessel must 
do so at her own risk and peril, and must remain responsible for all the consequences 
which may result from her own act.” 

These extracts, which fix the responsibility of every Government whose officers 
interrupt the voyage of a merchant-vessel upon the ocean, suggest very strongly the 
adoption by each Government of such instructions to its own officers as will tend to make 
them appreciate this responsibility, and lead them to observe great caution in acting upon 
their suspicions against such a vessel. The same extracts supply a very just limitation, 
also, in respect to the cases to which the instructions can, under any circumstances, apply. 
Leaving out of view the crime of piracy, which happily is now seldom committed, the only 
instance (except under Treaty) in which a ship-of-war may be excused in visiting, detaining, 
arresting, or seizing any merchant-vessel bearing a foreign flag is, when such vessel is, for 
good and sufficient reasons, believed to belong, in fact, to the country of the visiting ship. 
A slaver cannot be detained by a foreign vessel because it is a slaver, unless the right of 
detention in such a case has been conferred by the Government to which the foreign 
vessel belongs. Except so far as it may have parted with it by Treaty, every nation has 
the exclusive care of its own flag upon the high seas. The responsibility of each Govern- 
ment for its respective officers is thus very much limited by the comparatively small 
number of cases in which the detention of a merchant-vessel can under any circumstances 
occur. * 

The instructions submitted by Lord Napier seem very properly calculated to limit it 
still further, and in the exercise of a similar caution this Government will issue renewed 
instructions to its naval officers with reference to this subject, a copy of which, as soon as 
they have been issued, shall be furnished you for transmission to London. -In the mean- 
time it is hoped that, by the substitution of steamers for sailing vessels on the coast of 
Africa and Cuba, the absue of either the American or British flag for the purposes of the 
Slave Trade may be effectually prevented. 

Your Lordship will perceive from the inclosed copy, that this Government concurs 
with the Government of Great Britain and France as to the propriety of an exhibition of 
her flag by every merchantman on the ocean, whenever she meets a ship-of-War, either of 
her own or any foreign nation. Just in proportion to the protection which she claims by 
virtue of her flag should be the alacrity with which on all proper occasions she should 
display it, nor can I perceive the slightest reason why this duty should be avoided by any 
honest vessel. 

This view of the subject will be made known to the merchant marine of the United 
States, by circular letters from the Treasury Department to the Collectors of the Customs, 
who will request its observance from all merchant captains. The President has no 
authority to compel this observance, but he will not, hesitate to promote it by any proper 
means which may be in his power. Ka 
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In reference to the friendly approach of a suspected vessel for the purpose of observa- 
tion, it is not perceived that any objection can exist to such a course, in cases where this is 
practicable, and where the suspicions are of such a character as to Justify any observation 
at all. The liberty of approach under such circumstances has been distinctly affirmed 
by the Supreme Court of the United States. In the case of the “ Marianna Flora” 
(11 Wheaton R. 1.) the law was laid down as follows: ‘“ Merchant ships are in the 
constant habit of approaching each other on the ocean, either to relieve their own distress, 
to procure information, or to ascertain the character of strangers, and hitherto there has 
never been supposed in such conduct any breach of the customary observances, or of the 
strictest principles of the law of nations. In respect to ships-of-war sailing, as in the 
present case, under the authority of the Government, to arrest pirates and other public 
offenders, there is no reason why they may not approach any vessels descried at sea, for 
the purpose of ascertaining their real character. Such a right seems indispensable for the 
fair and discreet exercise of their authority, and the use of it cannot be justly deemed 
indicative of any design to insult or injure those they approach, or to impede them in their 
lawful commerce. On the other hand, it is as clear that no vessel is, under the circum- 
stances, bound lie by or wait the approach of any other ship.” 

Ordinarily the close observation of any merchant-vessel will very well point out its 
national character. There are numerous indications which, to the practised eye of a 
seaman, furnish conclusive evidence on the snbject. Should a further examination in any 
case be thought justifiable, it is difficult to perceive how this is to be accomplished against 
the will of a suspected vessel, by any peaceful mode. For such a case it is hardly practi- 
cable to make regulations in advance. 

The rules which prevail in time of war to prevent conflicts between neutrals and allies, 
and belligerents, and even between armed vessels of the same nation, are not properly 
applicable to a state of peace, and every case of the kind referred to may perhaps be left 
most wisely to be determined by its own peculiar circumstances, under the general 
provisions of the law of nations. 

Before closing this despatch, I take the liberty to advert for a moment to the single 
passage in the “‘ instructions” which I do not fully understand. It is the final paragraph 
of the draft inclosed to me by Lord Napier, in which allusion is made to the right of Her 
Majesty's officers “to seize and detain vessels engaged in the Slave Trade when not 
entitled to the protection of any national flag.” The number of ships which go out upon 
the ocean without any nationality must be so inconsiderable as hardly to deserve the notice 
even of this general exception, and the language may possibly be understood, therefore, as 
embracing those vessels which are induced after capture to throw their papers overboard, 
under the circumstances referred to in my note to Lord Napier of the 10th April, 1858, and 
my despatch to Mr. Dallas of the 23rd February, 1859. The practice to which I allude is 
not one, I am persuaded, which can receive the sanction of the British Government; but as 
the objections to it are fully stated in the despatches just mentioned, I content myself with 
thus having recalled the subject to Lord Malmesbury’s attention. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 


8 
Inclosure 2 in No. 559. 


General Cass to Count de Sartiges. 


Sir, Washington, May 12, 1859. 

YOUR note of the 10th instant, in reference to the Instructions which France has 
issued to its naval officers relative to the mode of recognizing the nationality of merchant- 
vessels meeting them at sea, has been received. 

In the communication which I addressed to you under date of January 25, the 
general views of the President on this subject were fully stated, and I am glad to learn 
that these views are cordially sustuined by the Government of France. 

On the 12th of March last I received from Lord Napier a copy of the Instructions on 
this subject which were proposed to be given by the Government of Great Britain to the 
officers of Her Majesty’s navy, and which, I am informed by Lord Lyons, have since been 
issued. These Instructions are similar in their character to those which accompanied your 
note of December last, and in further explanation of the views of the President concerning 
them, I inclose herewith a copy of a note this day addressed on the subject to Lord 
Lyons. 

J As soon as the Instructions there referred to, to the officers of the navy of the United 
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States, have been determined on, a copy of them will be forwarded to you for transmission 
to Paris. 





I avail, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 
No. 560. 
Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{ Received June 4.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, , Washington, May 23, 1859. 


I HAD the honour, the evening before last, to receive your Lordship's despatch of 
the 6th ultimo, No. 4, relative to the inadequacy of the squadron stationed by the Govern- 
ment of the United States on the coast of Africa. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of a note in which, in obedience to your Lord- 
ship’s orders, I have called the attention of the Government of the United States to this 
matter, and have expressed the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the measures 
proposed by the President, and concurred in by Her Majesty’s Government, for placing 
small steam-vessels on the coast of Africa, may, without loss of time, be carried into 
effect. 

I have not received any communication from the United States’ Government upon 
this subject since I had the honour to address to your Lordship my despatch of the 16th 
instant, No. 5. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
Inclosure in No. 560. 
Lord Lyons to General Cass. 
Sir, Washington, May 23, 1859. 


IT appears, from official reports which have been made to Her Majesty’s Government, 
that the Slave Trade continues to be extensively carried on on the African coast, and 
almost exclusively by vessels sailing under the American flag, and provided with genuine 
American papers. 

It moreover appears that, while the American flag is made to cover a Traffic which is 
declared to be piracy by the laws of the United States, and American citizens engage in it 
almost with impunity, the squadron, or naval force of vessels of suitable numbers and 
descriptions, to carry in all not less than eighty guns, which the United States are bound 
by Treaty to maintain on the coast of Africa for the suppression of the Slave Trade, is 
practically reduced to one sailing vessel of twenty guns. 

Commodore Wise in a Report to Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. Grey, the 
Commander-in-chief of: Her Majesty’s naval forces on the African Station. states as 
follows :— 

“Although American men-of-war on this station have acted with considerable energy 
during the last few months, yet their services can be of small avail when. as you are aware, 
the disposition of the squadron may be stated as follows :—‘ Cumberland’ (flag), visits the 
coast for a few weeks generally twice a-year; the ‘St. Louis,’ 20 guns, has never visited 
the coast, to my knowledge, since July 1857. The actual cruizing is divided between the 
‘ Marion,’ 16, and the ‘ Vincennes,’ 20 guns; but, for want of a depét of provisions at any 
other place than Porto Praya, within a few weeks after either of these vessels reaches 
St. Paul de Loanda, she is obliged to return for provisions to Porto Praya, and as both 
vessels are seldom on the coast together, the United States’ squadron of 80 guns is reduced 
to one sailing-corvette of 20, present about nine months in the year. Their efforts to 
prevent the prostitution of their flag must, therefore, be unsuccessful.” 

This statement is corroborated, also, by reports which have reached Her Majesty’s 
Government from other official sources, and Her Majesty’s Government, do not ¢oubt that, 
if the United States’ Government will call upon the Commander of their squadron on the 
African coast for a Return of the number of days the vessels under his orders have been 
actually employed in cruizing off the coast of Africa, it will at once be seen how inadequate 
have been the means employed to prevent the American flag from being used to cover a 
Traffic which the Government of the United States has solemnly repudiated. 
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Nor can it, in justice, be stated that there has been any exaggeration in the extent to 
which the United States’ flag has been used to cover the Trade. 

Besides the numerous vessels which have been captured during the past year by Her 
Majesty’s cruizers, the following vessels, sailing under American colours, and, it is believed, 
furnished with genuine American papers, are known also to have — with cargoes of 
slaves: the ‘‘ Merchant,” ‘‘ Telegraph,” ‘‘ Wm. Montague,” “Blooming Youth,” ‘‘ Trovadore,” 
‘* Charlotte,” ‘* Ellen,” ‘‘ Venus,’ “ Wanderer ;” and to these may be added the several 
vessels taken by United States’ ships of war. 

At the present moment Her Majesty’s Government are in possession of information 
showing that not less than fifteen vessels, sailing under the American flag, and destined to 
be engaged in the Slave Trade, have either recently sailed or are about to sail from American 
and Cuban ports, and, although several of these vessels are known to have been sold to the 
Cuban slave-traders, they still retain their American colours, and are furnished with 
American papers. 

I am instructed by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
bring to the notice of the United States’ Government the state of things above depicted, 
and to express the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the measures proposed by the 
President, and concurred in by Her Majesty’s Government, for placing small steam-vessels 
on the coast of Africa, may, without loss of time, be carried into effect. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





No. 561. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons. 


(Separate. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, June 10, 1859. 

YOUR Lordship will see, on referring to Lord Napier’s despatch No. 10 of the 28th 
of February last, that an offer was made about that time by a person at New York to 
furnish Her Majesty’s Government with information regarding the operations of the slave- 
traders at that port. 

Mr. Consul Archibald was directed to inform this person that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment could not properly accept his terms, but that if he chose to give his information 
unconditionally, he might be assured that he would be liberally dealt with, and would not 
be compromised. 

The person in question has since continued to supply Mr. Archibald with information 
respecting the movements of vessels and persons suspected of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, and I now inclose a despatch under flying seal, which by my directions has been 
addressed to Mr. Archibald,* stating the plan which it is proposed should be adopted for 
remunerating his informant. I have to instruct your Lordship to forward this despatch 
by some safe conveyance to its destination, unless you have any observations to make upon 
it which would lead you to withhold it, pending a reference to this office. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 562. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 12.) 
No. 8. 
My Lan, Washington, May 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 5 of the 13th instant, and to transmit herewith a copy of the note which, in 
obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I addressed to the United States’ Secretary of 
State upon the subject of the escape of the “ Panchita,” to which that os related. 

ave, &c. 


I 
(Signed) LYONS. 





® No. 664. 
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Inclosure in No. 562. 
Lord Lyons to General Cass. 
Sir, Washington, May 27, 1859. 
I AM directed by Her Majesty’s Government to acquaint you that they have received 
an official report from Loanda of the escape of the barque ‘‘ Panchita,” under American 
colours, with a cargo of slaves on board, which she had succeeded in shipping at Mangue 
Grande, between Ambrizette and the River Congo. 

The character of this vessel, and the nature of the Traffic in which she was engaged, 
were perfectly well known to the commanding officers of several of Her Majesty’s ships, 
who had previously fallen in with her; but -her colours, and the American papers 
with which she was regularly provided, protected her from all interference on the 
part of British cruizers. 

It was reported at Loanda that the ‘‘ Panchita ” left New York on the 6th of Septem- 
ber last ; that she was owned by J. T. Dobson, of that city, a name said to be as well 
known in connection with Slave Trade enterprises on the African coast ; that she was 
commanded by an American citizen named P. R. Stanhope ; and that she had on board 
two Spaniards or Portuguese as passengers. 

It is further stated that this same vessel was detained and sent to the United States 
by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Sappho” in May 1857, and that her escape is specially to be 
lamented, inasmuch as it will certainly tend to inspire the slave-traffickers with greater 
confidence in the security and protection offered them by the American flag. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 563. 
Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 20.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Washington, June 6, 1859. 


IN my despatch No. 8, I had the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of the 
note which, in obedience to the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 5 of the 13th ultimo, I addressed to General Cass respecting the escape under 
American colours of the notorious slaver ‘* Panchita.” 

I have now the honour ta inclose a copy of the note which General Cass has addressed 
to me in reply, expressing the regret of the United States’ Government at the occurrence, 
and their hope that the contemplated change in the composition of their African squadron 
may put a stop for the future to this abuse of the American flag. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 563. 


General Cass to Lord Lyons. 


My Lord, Washington, June 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s note of the 27th 
ultimo, advising me of the receipt by Her Britannic Majesty’s Government of an official 
report from Loanda of the escape of the barque “ Panchita,” under American colonrs, 
with a cargo of slaves on board, in which report the escape of that vessel is specially 
lamented on the ground that it will certainly tend to inspire the slave-traffickers with 
greater confidence in the security and protection afforded them by the American flag. 

In reply, 1 have the honour to state that the Government of the United States regrets 
exceedingly to learn of the escape of the “ Panchita,” which has now a second time eluded 
the grasp of the law; but it is confidently hoped that the measures proposed by the 
President for placing small steam-vessels on the Coast of Africa and Cuba will, when 
carried into effect, do a great deal towards putting a stop to the abuse of the American flag 
for Slave Trade purposes. 

: I have, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 
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No. 564. 


~—" Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 20.) 
(No. 10.) 
My Lora, Washington, June 7, 1859. 

YOUR Lordship will recollect that, in the note which he addressed to me on the 
12th ultimo, respecting the verification of the nationality of merchant-vessels, General 
Cass informed me that circular letters would be issued for the purpose of requesting 
masters of American vessels to display their colours whenever they met a ship-of-war 
at sea. 

The inclosed Circular has, accordingly, been issued by the Treasury Department to 
the Collectors of Customs, and has been published in several newspapers. It has not been 
communicated to me, or to the French Chargé d’Affaires, by the State Department, but 
we have ascertained that it is authentic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 564. 


Circular. 
Washington, May 26, 1859. 
THE Secretary of the Treasury has prepared a circular, addressed to the Collectors 
of Customs, saying: ‘“‘ The immunity of our merchant-vessels at sea from seizure, search, 
detention or visit, in time of peace, by the vessels of war of any foreign nation, being now 
admitted by all the maritime Powers of the world, it is very desirable that the nationality 
of our vessels should always be promptly displayed in the presence of a ship-of-war. The 
Secretary of the Treasury is directed by the President to instruct Collectors of the Customs 
to request the captains in the merchant service, at their respective ports, always to display 


their colours as promptly as possible, whenever they meet upon the ocean an armed cruizer 
of any nation.” 





No. 565. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 20.) 
(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Washington, June 7, 1859. 

I TOOK an opportunity, yesterday, of asking General Cass whether the Cabinet had 
come to any decision on the question of employing steam-vessels instead of sailing-vessels 
in the squadron which the United States had engaged by the Ashburton Treaty to main- 
tain for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

General Cass replied that in consequence of the recent communications with Her 
Majesty’s Government, he considered that the Government of the United States was 
morally bound to send steam-vessels to aid in enforcing the laws against the Slave Trade. 
There were (as I was aware) some obstacles in the way of modifying the Ashburton Treaty 
by a formal Convention ; and that point was still under consideration. The President had, 
however, determined to make use at once of his executive powers, and to dispatch steam- 
vessels to the coast of Africa and to the neighbourhood of Cuba. 

I said | thought it would be satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Government to have some 
information as to the details of the measures about to be adopted. The General ap 
not to think this a suitable matter for an official communication, but he said that he would 
make inquiries at the Navy Department, and see what information he could give me. He 
has, accordingly, sent me this morning the unofficial note of which 1 have the honour to 
inclose a copy, and from which it 5 nly that it is intended to employ eight additional 
steamers for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
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Inclosure in No. 565. 


General Cass to Lord Lyons. 


My dear Lord Lyons, Washington, June 7, 1859. 

I HAVE just had an interview with the Secretary of the Navy, who informed me that 
eight additional steamers would be employed in enforcing our laws against the Slave Trade. 
Two of these would leave for Africa, and two for Cuba, in the course of the present 
month, and two others for each of those stations in the month of July. ‘I'wo of the 
steamers for Africa will be of light draft to enable them to enter shallow water. 

The Secretary of the Navy also informed me that the necessary instructions to be 
given to the officers commanding vessels assigned to this duty would be prepared within a 
few days. I shall not fail to send you a copy as soon as the document is ready. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 
No. 566. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, June 23, 1859. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 11 of the 7th instant, addressed to the Earl of 
Malmesbury, inclosing a copy of an unofficial note from General Cass, informing you of 
the measures which the United States’ Government propose to take for reinforcing their 
squadrons on the African and Cuban coasts, with the view to the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, and I have to instruct your Lordship to thank General Cass for his 
communication. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


en TEI IIE NINE 


No. 567. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 27.) 

(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Washington, June 13, 1859. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th ultimo, No. 6, I have the 
honour to inclose a copy of a note which, in obedience to your instructions, I addressed to 
General Cass, respecting the circumstances attending the boarding of the American barque 
“Catherina,” and alse a copy of a note in which General Cass acknowledges the receipt of 
my above-mentioned communication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 567. 


=ord Lyons to General Cass. 


Sir, Washington, June 6, 1859. 

I HAVE been instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to acquaint the Government 
of the United States that Commander Bowden, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Medusa,” in a letter 
dated the Ist of March, at Bad on the Bight of Benin, has reported to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that on anchoring off that place he perceived a vessel 
in shore without any colours flying, and that considering she might be engaged in.the Slave 
Trade he caused her to be boarded. Finding her, however, to be the American barque 
“ Catherina,” and apparently a legal trader, he did not interfere with her. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Crass B. 3 L 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 567. 


General Cass to "ord Syons. 


My Lord, Washington, June 7, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s note of yesterday, 
in which, under the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government, you bring to the knowledge 
of the Government of the United States the fact of the boarding, by Commander Bowden, 
of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Medusa,” of the American barque ‘‘ Catherina,” on suspicion of 
her being engaged in the Slave Trade. 





I avail, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 
No. 568. 
word J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 2.) me 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 1, 1859. 


IN the unofficial letter addressed to your Lordship by General Cass, of which a copy 
is inclosed in your despatch No. 11 of the 7th ultimo, the American Minister states that 
the instructions to be given to the Commanders of United States’ cruizers engaged in the 
suppression of the Slave Trade would be prepared within a few days, and that he would 
communicate to you a copy as soon as the document was ready. 

I have to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s Government are very desirous 
of procuring a copy of these instructions as soon as possible, and if you have not already 
received them from General Cass, you will urge his Excellency to favour you with them at 
his earliest convenience. 

Iam, 


&e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 569. 
Lord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 


a 3.) 
y Lord, Foreign Office, July 8, 1859. 

THE archives of your Lordship’s Mission will furnish evidence of the repeated 
instances in which Her Majesty’s Government have, with regret, found themselves 
compelled to call attention to the fraudulent use of the American flag for Slave Trade 
purposes. 

Pris abuse, as your Lordship is aware, is no longer confined to hoisting the United 
States’ ensign, but is systematically covered by the production of ships’ papers, which, 
although originally genuine when the vessel sailed from the United States, are, in reality 
fraudulent when produced on the coast of Africa, in consequence of transfers which have 
taken place in the interval. 

Such a system might at once be checked by the active interference of United States’ 
cruizers; but owing to the insufficiency of the squadron now maintained, this interference 
cannot be effectively carried out, and the Slave Trade is consequently increasing to an 
alarming extent. 

A striking instance of this is shown in a despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
at Loanda, of which | herewith transmit to you acopy.* Your Lordship will read that 
despatch to General Cass, calling his Excellency’s particular attention to the latter part of 
it, which shows that notwithstanding that Mr. Gabriel has pointed out to American officers 
that the River Congo is the great slave-mart to which American vessels resort, no cruizer 
of the United States has entered that river for six months. 

You will state that Her Majesty’s Government are most anxious to learn from your 
Lordship when the steam-vessels, which General Cass told you the President intended to 
send to that coast, shall have departed for their destination, and if they should not have 


been meen you will. urge that sailing orders be given to them with as little delay as 
possible. 


* Class A, No. 78. 
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You will also ask him to give you in writing the number and force of the steam- 
vessels he is prepared to send at once to the coast of Africa. 
Tam, &c. 


(Signed) " J. RUSSELL. 





No. 570. 


word J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 8, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of this day’s date, instructing you to call 
General Cass’s attention to the continued insufficiency of an American force on the Coast 
of Africa, 1 have to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government have had under their 
consideration the several communications which have taken place between the two 
Governments on the subject of amending the Ashburton Treaty, in as far as regards the 
description and amount of force employed by the two countries respectively on that 
coast. 

It is admitted on both sides that the objects of that Treaty would be far more 
efficiently carried out by smaller vessels propelled by steam, which would carry fewer guns ; 
but although the Government of the United States, equally with that of Her Majesty, 
deems such an alteration necessary, I gather from the correspondence that General Cass 
fears that there might be much difficulty in obtaining the assent of the Senate of the 
United States to a formal Convention for this purpose, and that he is, therefore, endea- 
vouring to devise means by which the desired alterations could be carried out without any 
such formal Act. 

Her Majesty’s Government are, however, of opinion, that nothing less than a formal 
Convention would suffice. I have, therefore, to instruct your Lordship to press upon 
General Cass the expediency of negotiating without further delay a short separate 
Convention. This Convention, after reciting Articles VIII and IX of the Treaty of 
Washington of 1842, should state that the Contracting Parties are desirous of taking more 
effectual measures for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and that the employment of a 
number of small vessels, and especially of steam-vessels, had been found by experience most 
effectual for that purpose ; and further, that the Government of the United States is willing, 
if the number of guns mentioned in Article VIII is reduced, to employ a number not 
exceeding of vessels of war for that purpose, of which at least — should be steamers, 
on the Coast of Africa, in order more effectually to suppress the Slave Trade ; and that 
Her Majesty’s Government is ready to assent to this as a more effectual means of 
suppressing the Slave Trade. After these recitals the number of vessels and the number 
of steamers to be employed by each Power shall be expressly stipulated instead of, and in 
substitution for, the stipulations on this subject contained in Article VIII. 

Great Britain would, of course, claim the benefit of reciprocity in the reduction of the 
number of guns. 

There should also be a separate Article, declaring that, in all other respects, the 
stipulations of the above Articles of the Treaty of Washington remain’ in full force and 
vigour to all jntents and purposes whatsoever. 

A draft of such a Convention shall be sent to you in a short time. But you may as 
well state at once to General Cass, that after having taken the advice of the Queen’s 
Advocate, they are of opinion that nothing short of a formal Convention will suffice. 

This instruction, however, by no means supersedes the directions given in my other 
despatch of this day’s date. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 571. 


ard J. Russell to “ord “yons. 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 15, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch addressed by 
Commander Hodgkinson, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Viper,” to the Admiralty,* detailing 


* Class A, No. 318. 
3L2 
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the circumstances under which he boarded the American barque “ J. J. Cobb,” suspected of 
being engaged in the Slave Trade. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 572. 


aord J. Russell to “ord ™yons. 
(No. 6.) i sili 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 15, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, copies of despatches addressed to the 
Admiralty by Lieutenant Simpson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto,” reporting his 
proceedings in visiting the American barque “‘ Hazard,” and detailing the circumstances 
under which he boarded the {United States’ barque “ Ardennes,” and enabled the Com- 
mander of the United States’ corvette “‘ Marion ” to take her in charge.* 


I an, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 573. 


Sord J. Russell to Sord Lyons. 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 15, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a letter and its inclosure 
from Lieutenant Simpson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto,”+ reporting the 
circumstances under which he boarded the American barque “ Orion,” off Magna Bona, 
on the 9th of April last. 

Tam, &c. 


(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 574. 


Lord Syons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 16.) 
(Separate and Confidential.) 
My Lord, Washington, July 5, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
10th ultimo, marked Separate and Confidential, and inclosing under flying seal a 
despatch from Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald to Mr. Consul Archibald, with respect to the 
remuneration to be given to a Dg who (it appears) supplies information concerning 
slave-trading operations at New York 


I forward Mr. Fitzgerald’s despatch to-day to Mr. Archibald by the messenger who 
carries to New York my despatches for the British packet. 





1 have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 574.* 
sord J. Russell to Sord “yons. 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 22, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 7 of the 15th instant, I inclose, for your Lord- 
ship’s information, copy of a letter from Commander Burton, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Triton,” to the Secretary to the Admiralty,t reporting his having boarded and detained 
the barque “‘ Orion” under American colours, and inclosing copies of a correspondence on 
the subject which has passed between him and the Commander of the United States’ sloop 
of war “ Marion.” 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


* Class A, Nos. 317 and 319. ft Ibid. No. 320. t Ibid. No. 321. 
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No. 575. 
Sord Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received July 25 ) 


(No. 13. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Washington, July 11, 1859. 

IN obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your Lordship’s despatch of the 
23rd ultimo, No. 1, I thanked General Cass the day before yesterday, in your Lordship’s 
name, for the unofficial communication which he made to me on the 6th ultimo, respecting 
the reinforcement about to be sent to the United States’ squadron on the coasts of Africa 
and Cuba. 

General Cass told me, with reference to this subject, that the difficulty of modifying 
by a formal Convention Article VIII of the Ashburton Treaty had not been got over. The 
Government of the United States adhered to the opinion which they had expressed in the 
despatch to Mr. Dallas dated the 23rd of February, of which a copy had been left with 
the Earl of Malmesbury. They continued to think that it would be advisable to substitute 
for the sailing-vessels carrying eighty guns contemplated by the Article referred to, a 
squadron of steam-vessels, not so heavily armed, but more considerable in number. ‘The 
doubt was, as to the form in which the agreement to effect this change should be made 
with Great Britain. 

General Cass proceeded to say that he would speak to me very confidentially upon 
this point. Recent circumstances had, he told me, tended rather to increase than to 
diminish the desire of the Cabinet to avoid creating a necessity of submitting to the Senate 
for ratification any Convention respecting the Slave ‘I'rade. The President desired to 
maintain Article VIII of the Ashburton ‘Treaty. But this Article might (as I no doubt 
knew) be terminated at any moment by either of the Contracting Parties; and a debate in 
the Senate might give occasion for a proposal to abrogate it at once. I had probably seen 
in the papers reports of harangues in which the re-opening of the Traffic with Africa in 
Slaves was stoutly advocated. This was mere nonsense and exaggeration. It would be 
as reasonable to talk of the Slave Trade being set up between Africa and the moon, as 
between Africa and the United States. Still, men who viewed the Traffic with the utmost 
abhorrence might be not disinclined to put an end to the Treaty engagements on the 
subject with Great Britain, and it would be more prudent not to raise any question in the 
Senate about those engagements. 

General Cass proceeded to tell me that Mr. Toucey, the Secretary of the Navy, 
conceived that a plan might be devised for effecting the desired change in the character of 
the United States’ squadron on the coast of Africa, without incurring the necessity of 
modifying the Ashburton Treaty. So soon as the plan should be matured it would, 
General Cass said, be communicated to me. 

I asked the General whether a statement respecting the increase of the United States’ 
squadron on the coast of Africa, which was quoted from a New York paper in the “ Consti- 
tution” of the 8th instant, might be relied upon. He replied that he had not observed 
the statement ; that, of course, it was not official: but that as it had been inserted in the 
«Constitution ” (which is the Government organ) it was, probably correct. 

1 have the honour to inclose a copy of the statement referred to. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) | LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 575. 
Extract from the “ Constitution” of July 8, 1859. 


THE detailing of four steamers, besides two other craft, for the United States’ naval 
squadron on the coast of Africa is a fact so important and so unprecedented in the history 
of our navy that the inquisitive portion of the community is industriously engaged in 
hunting up information as to the cause and object of this departure by Mr. Toucey from 
“‘ established usages ;” and the thousand-and-one theorists who occupy their time in 
inventing sensation items for the newspapers have not failed to attribute ridiculous and 
startling motives for the action of the indefatigable Chief of the Navy Department. 

Mr. Toucey has, however, refused to permit the public to be labouring under false 
impressions as to his intentions, and has published a statement to the effect that the 
contemplated increase of our squadron on the coast of Africa is not owing to any ‘‘ remon- 
strance” or ‘ suggestion” from British or other officers, but is merely a matter of policy 
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which the United States’ Government had years ago determined to adopt, but which it 
was unable to accomplish from lack of the proper material in the navy vessels. This 
lack being now supplied, the following formidable squadron is alloted to the African 


coast :— 





Steamers :— 





Frigate ‘San Jacinto” . 138 
Corvette “Mohican” . 6 
“« Mystic” 3 
“Sumpter” .. 3 
Sailing ships :— 

Corvette “ Constellation” 22 
Corvette “ Portsmouth” 22 

Total 69 





The steam-frigate “San Jacinto” having been thoroughly overhauled and repaired 
on her return from the East Indies, where she assisted in the capture of the Barrier Forts 
on the Canton river, China, will go in commission to-day at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, her 
crew and marines having been selected yesterday. It is expected that she will go to sea 
before the present week expires. The “San Jacinto” is a second-class screw-steamer of 
1,446 tons burden. 

Having now given a sketch of the new squadron, let us compare its strength and 
efficiency with those of the old. 

The ships comprising the latter will all be in the United States about the latter part of 
August. The “Dale” has already arrived and been paid off. 





Officers. Men. Guns. 
Flag ship, corvette “ Cumberland” .. aa 25 300 24 
Sloop of war “ Vincennes” .. = az 15 200 20 
Sloop of war ‘‘Marion” .. as a 12 150 16 
Sloop of war “ Dale” (ordered home) . ie 12 150 16 








Total .. 7 Pa af: 64 800 | 76 





The most unsophisticated person will be able to see from the above statistics that the 
new African squadron is, in quantity and quality of vessels, far superior to the present one. 
We leave all inferences suggested by this fact to the judgment of our readers. 





No. 576. 
Sord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 


No. 9.) 
Mie Lord, Foreign Office, July 29, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a letter and its 
inclosure from Commodore Wise,* reporting the circumstances attending the boarding of 


the American brigantine “H. C. Sampson,” by an officer from Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Vesuvius.” 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Class A, No. 323. 
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word J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 29, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying extract of a letter 
from Lieutenant Hodgkinson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Viper,” to Commodore 
Wise,t reporting the circumstances under which he had boarded the American barque 
«© J. J. Cobb.” 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL 
ae 
No. 578. 


ord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 29, 1859. 

SINCE writing my despatch No. 4 of the 8th instant, in which I informed your 
Lordship that a draft of a Convention for modifying those Articles of the Treaty with the 
United States of August 9, 1842, which relate to the suppression of the Slave Trade, would 
shortly be sent to you to be proposed to the United States’ Government, I have received 
your Lordship’s confidential despatch of the 11th instant, reporting what passed at a 
conversation which you had on this subject with General Cass; and I have to acquaint 
you that, in consideration of what is stated by the American Minister, Her Majesty's 
Government will not press now for the conclusion of a new Convention. 

But I have to instruct your Lordship to call the attention of General Cass to the fact that 
the Slave Trade is very greatly increasing, and that it is carried on almost entirely under the 
United States’ flag ; information having reached Her Majesty's Government of between fifty 
and sixty vessels having left the United States’ and Cuban ports within the last few months 
for the purpose of engaging in this Traffic. 

Her Majesty’s Government do not suppose that this Trade is carried on in order to 
supply the Southern States with slaves, but as a profitable traffic by unprincipled men. 
The price of a slave in Cuba is often from 800 to 1,000 dollars, and Spanish agents often 
receive as much as from 8,000 to 10,000 dollars for their connivance at the landing of a 
single cargo of slaves. 

No representations made to the Spanish Government are of any avail to check the 
corruption and venality which prevail among their magistrates and agents, high and low, 
in Cuba. 

This state of things is very serious. The natural susceptibilities of the United States 
in regard to their flag, and the strict rules of international law, prevent any effectual inter- 
ference with the Slave Trade by British cruizers in the case of American ventures. But so 
much the more it behoves the United States’ Government to take effectual means to 
save the honour of their flag from this abuse of its immunity. 

It appears, moreover, from accounts recently received by Her Majesty's Government 
from the African coast, and of which I inclose copies, that slavers under the American 
flag are enabled to carry on their nefarious Traffic, even in the presence of United States’ 
cruizers, owing to the omission in the laws of the United States, or in the instructions 
furnished to American cruizers, of provisions to define what constitute the fittings of a slave- 
vessel, and I have to instruct your Lordship to bring this defect to the notice of the United 
States’ Government. 

I need not tell your Lordship that we do not in any way question the zeal and sincerity 
of the United States’ Government in this matter. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Class A, No. 329. 
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Lord Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received August 1.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Washington, July 19, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship of the 11th instant, No. 13, Confi- 
dential, and to your Lordship’s despatch to me of the Ist instant, No. 2, I have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship copies of a note addressed to me by General Cass, and of a 
paper inclosed in it which contains an extract from instructions given by the Secretary of 
pag to the officer appointed to command the United States’ squadron on the coast of 

rica. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 579. 


General Cass to Sord Syons. 


My Lord, Washington, July 18, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, for the information of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government, extracts from the instructions of the 6th instant, given by the 
Navy Department to Captain William Inman, appointed to command the squadron of the 
United States on the African Station. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 579. 


Mr. Toucey to Captain Inman. 
(Extract.) July 6, 1859. 

IN regard to your duties in suppressing the Slave Trade, the following views are 
stated for your guidance, 

The United States are sincerely desirous wholly to suppress the Traffic, and with that 
view have declared it piracy. They have by their Treaty with England come under specific 
stipulations upon the subject, to which your particular attention is called. 

The object which the two Governments have in view, and the mode in which they 
propose to accomplish it, will at once be perceived from the plain language of the English 
Article of the Treaty. 

I need not impress upon you the importance of strictly observing this stipulation, and 
preserving inviolate the pledged faith of your country upon this point. Nevertheless the 
following suggestions may be found useful in enabling you to understand fully and precisely 
the views of your own Government upon this delicate subject. 

The Government dves not acknowledge the right in any other nation to visit and 
detain the vessels of American citizens engaged in commerce. 

The flag which the vessel wears is primd facie, although it is not a conclusive, proof 
of nationality: it is a mere emblem, and it loses its true character when it is worn by those 
who have no right to wear it. Any vessel that displuys the American flag claims to be an 
American, and may therefore be rightfully boarded and examined by an American cruizer 
if there be any circumstances attending her to justify a suspicion that she is not what she 
professes to be. But this privilege does not extend to the cruizers of any other nation. 
The United States do not claim that the mere hoisting of their flag shall give inmunity 
to those who have no right to wear it. Such a pretension would subject their flag to 
degradation and dishonour, because it would make it a cover for piracy and other crimes 
of similar atrocity ; but their own citizens, who rightfully display it, are entitled to absolute 
immunity and protection. You will, therefore, at all times be prompt to prevent the 
search or detention of vessels of the United States on the high seas in the time of peace 
by the armed vessels of any other Power. 

Should a vessel of the United States falsely assume the flag of any other nation, it 
will constitute no protection. You will, however, in all such cases where, from informa- 
tion or appearances, you have just reason to believe that the flag of any other nation has 
been falsely assumed by an American vessel, proceed with great care and caution. If it 
should be ultimately made to appear that she is a vessel of the United States, the case 
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will be free from any difficulty or embarrassment. But if, on the other hand, she is in 
fact a vessel of any other nation, then you have no right whatever to arrest, detain, board, 
search, or examine her, or divert her from her course. 

The authority to do so depends upon her nationality, whatever appearances may be, 
or whatever may be your information of her character. 

You should, therefore, in all cases of apparently well-grounded suspicion, proceed with 
great consideration and caution, in order to guard against mistake. 

You may approach the suspected vessel, and speak with her, showing your own flag. 
You may request her to display her flag; if she refuse or omit to do so, you may discharge 
towards her a gun loaded with blank cartridge only. If she still refuse or omit to display 
her colours, you may discharge a shotted gun, pointing it so as not to hit or endanger her. 
If she display the colours of any foreign nation, you can proceed no further, except upon 
apparently well-grounded suspicion of fraudulent assumption of foreign colours by her, and 
upon your own responsibility. 

In such case it would be a reasonable course, with due notice of your intention, to 
send a boat to her for verification of her nationality. 

If she exhibits the requisite authentic documents to establish her forcign nationality, 
you will neither board her, nor detain her, nor inquire into her commercial operations, nor 
exercise any authority over her; and if your course has been reasonable, both with regard 
to the extent and manner of the verification, any claim of indemnity for detention of the 
vessel or interruption of the voyage, especially where the fault lies with her, will be nominal 
or of little account. 

You will note the circumstance upon her papers if requested ; and, in all cases, 
immediately report the facts to your own Government, that they may be communicated 
to the Government of the country to which the suspected vessel belongs. 

The United States, in stipulating to keep a squadron on the coast of Africa, meant to 
give to England and all the world an assurance of her determination and ability to protect 
her own flag against abuse, and thus remove all pretext for any interference with it by 
other nations. 

England accepted this stipulation as satisfactory so far as she was concerned, and 
therefore she has no reason, and I trust no wish, to invade the rights of the United States 
in that respect. I advert to the subject here only to put you in possession of the views of 
your own Government for your guidance in forming such arrangements as you may find it 
convenient to make for co-operation with British cruizers. I would consider it highly 
desirable that a vessel of each nation should, as far as possible, cruize in company with a 
vessel of the other, so that each might be in a condition to prevent abuse of the flag of its 
own country. 

In this way all just ground of difference or collision would be removed, while the 
harmonious co-operation of two Powers will go far to insure the full accomplishment of 
the common object in the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

It is to be borne in mind that while the United States sincerely desire the suppression 
of the Slave Trade and design to exert their power in good faith for the accomplishment 
of that object, they do not regard the success of their efforts as their paramount interest 
nor as their particular duty. They are not prepared to sacrifice to it any of their rights as 
an independent nation, nor will the object in view justify the exposure of their own people 
to injurious and vexatious interruptions in the prosecution of their lawful pursuits. Great 
caution is to be observed on this point. 





Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Washington, July 21, 1859. 
ON the 9th May last the French Minister and J, in execution of instructions from our 
respective Governments, addressed notes to the Government of the United States, inviting 
it to issue to its cruizers Instructions identical with those provisionally adopted by Great 
Britain and France, in regard to the verification of the nationality of merchant-vessels at 
sea. 
The Secretary of State informed us, in reply, on the 12th May, that the United 
States’ Government would prepare fresh Instructions to its naval officers with reference to 
that subject, and would furnish us with a copy of them so soon as they should be issued. 
I have to-day been informed, verbally, by General Cass, that the Instructions issued 
in ge eg of this promise are contained in the extract, of which, and of the 4 which 
‘Lass B. 3 
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accompanied it from the Secretary of State, copies were inclosed in my despatch to your 
Lordship of the day before yesterday, No. 14. I find that the same extract, accompanied 
by a similar note, was commumicated to the French Chargé d’ Affaires. 

The extract in question does in fact contain, among many other things, some 
instructions nearly the same in substance, although very far from identical in form, with 
those adopted by Great Britain and France with respect to the verification of the nationality 
of merchant-vessels. I did not, however, when | transmitted the extract to your Lordship 
the day before yesterday, understand that it contained the Instructions promised in reply 
to the invitation of the British and French Governments. The note from General Cass, 
which accompanied it, made no allusion to that invitation; and the form and contents of 
the extract itself naturally led me to suppose that it was sent to me only in execution of 
the promise contained in General Cass’s unofficial letter to me of the 7th July, to 
communicate to me the general instructions to be given to the officers commanding the 
vessels about to be added to the squadron on the Coast of Africa. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 581. 
Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 16. 
My Lord, Washington, July 21, 1859. 


GENERAL CASS told me this morhing, that, in consequence of the conversations 
I had had with him on the subject, he had caused inquiries to be made at the Navy 
Department, respecting the steam-vessels about to be added to the United States’ 
squadrons on the Coasts of Cuba and Africa. He said the result had annoyed and disap- 
pointed him, for these steam-vessels were by no means in such a state of forwardness as 
he had thought. He was assured, however, by the Navy Department, that every exertion 
should be used to equip them, and send them to their destination as soon as possible. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a Memorandum which was 
given me, unofficially, by General Cass, and which contains a list of the vessels and an 
estimate of the time still required to get them ready for sea. 

The number of vessels, as stated in this Memorandum, is nine, which is greater by 
one than that given in General Cass’s unofficial letter to me of the 7th ultimo; but their 
departure for their respective stations cannot take place so soon as was anticipated when 
that letter was written. 

{ have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 581. 


Memorandum of Vessels intended for the United States’ Squadron on the Cuban and 
African Coasts. 


FOR Coast of Africa :— 

“San Jacinto,” propeller. Sails this week from New York. , 

“Mohican,”’ new steam-ship; at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Ready for her 
crew in about six weeks. 

‘‘Sumpter” and ‘‘ Mystic.” Say four weeks. At New York; propellers; light 
draught. 


For Cuba :—: 

“Fulton,” paddle; at Norfolk. Waiting for crew. 

“Crusader,” at Philadelphia. Ready in about four weeks. 

“Wyandotte” and “‘ Mohawk,” at New York. Ready in about four weeks. 
“Waterwitch,” paddle-tender ; at Norfolk. Ready in about two months. 
July 18, 1859. 
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ard Syons to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 8.) 
(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Washington, July 25, 1859. 

ON the 22nd instant, in obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your Lord- 
ship’s despatch of the 8th instant, No. 3, I read to General Cass the despatch No. 9, 
addressed to the Earl of Malmesbury by Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at 
Loanda on the 5th of March last, with respect to the scandalous abuse made of the 
American flag for Slave Trade purposes. 

I called General Cass’s particular attention to the latter part of the despatch, from 
which it appeared that although Mr. Gabriel had pointed out to the officers of the United 
States’ squadron that the River Congo is the great slave-mart to which vessels under the 
American flag resort, no cruizer of the United States had entered that river for six months. 
Further, I stated to General Cass that Her Majesty’s Government were most anxious to 
learn when the steam-vessels destined to reinforce the United States’ squadron on the 
Coast of Africa would be despatched ; and that I was instructed to urge that sailing-orders 
should be given to them with the least possible delay. Finally, I asked the General to 
give me, in writing, a statement of the number and force of the vessels of which the 
reinforcement was to be composed. 

General Cass observed, in reply, that of all the subjects which he had to treat, this 
question of the abuse made of the American flag by traders in slaves was the most annoy- 
ing and the most perplexing. It was impossible, he said, that any one could doubt that 
the President and the present Administration were sincerely and heartily desirous that this 
abuse should be effectually suppressed. With this object, no less than nine steamers 
would be dispatched to reinforce the squadrons on the coasts of Africa and Cuba. He was 
not prepared to admit that there had been any general laxity on the part of the naval 
officers of the United States. At any rate, a new Commander-in-chief had been appointed 
to the squadron on the Coast of Africa, and it was to be hoped that with the more 
efficacious means which that officer would have at his disposal, the abuse of the American 
flag would be entirely put a stop to. 

General Cass concluded by saying that the information for which Her Majesty’s 
Government wished respecting the steam-vessels about to be dispatched, was contained in 
a paper which he had given me the day before. He had (as he had then told me) been 
very much disappointed to find that these vessels were not in a more forward state; but 
the Navy Department had promised that every exertion should be made to equip them as 
fast as possible. 

The paper to which General Cass referred is that, a copy of which was inclosed in 
my despatch of the 21st instant, No. 16. I reminded the General that it did not specify 
the force of the steam-vessels, and he promised, at my request, to procure and communicate 
to me a further statement supplying this deficiency. 

In execution of this promise the General has sent me the paper of which I have the 
honour to inclose a copy herewith. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No. 582. 


List of Vessexs of the United States destined for the Coast of Africa and Gulf of Mexico, 
with number of guns, &c. 












Name. Mechanical Power. Destination. 





San Jacinto . .. | Steam-propelle’ 7 Coast of Africa. 
Mohican... | Ditto ia 7 Ditto. 
Sumter ae ..| Ditto 6 Ditto. 
Mystic a“ .»| Ditto sre 6 Ditto. 
Fulton a ..| Side-wheel steamer 5 Gulf of Mexico. 
Crusader .. ..| Steam propeller ve 6 Ditto. 
Wyandotte .. .-| Ditto . 6 Ditto, 
Mohawk... ..| Ditto 6 Ditto. 

3 Ditto. 





Waterwitch .. ts | Side-wheel steamer 
| rs 
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Sord Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received August 8.) 
(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Washington, July 25, 1859. 

IN pursuance of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 8th 
instant, No. 4, I spoke on the 21st instant to General Cass, on the subject of amending 
Article VIII of the Ashburton Treaty, in so far as regards the description of the force to 
be employed by Great Britain and the United States on the coast of Africa. 

I said that Her Majesty’s Government, after consulting the Queen’s Advocate, were of 
opinion that nothing short of a formal Convention would suffice to effect this amendment ; 
and I added that I was instructed to press upon the General the expediency of negotiating 
without further delay a short separate Convention for that purpose. 

General Cass replied that such a Convention would be entirely in conformity with the 
wishes and opinions of the President and the Cabinet ; and that if the power of concluding 
Treaties resided solely in the Executive branch of the Government, he should have no 
hesitation in entering into negotiation with me at once: as it was, however, there were 
many things to be considered. We might, he said, injure very much the cause we wished 
to serve. It must not be forgotten that one-third of the members of the Senate had the 
power of preventing the ratification of a Convention; and, moreover, we must bear in 
mind that Article VIII of the Ashburton Treaty remained in force only until one or the 
other of the parties should signify its wish to terminate it. A debate in the Senate might 
lead to a cry for the immediate abrogation of the Article, which it would be very difficult 
to resist. 

General Cass proceeded to repeat much of what he said in the conversation of which 
I had the honour to make a report to your Lordship in my confidential despatch of the 
llth instant, No. 13. He concluded by telling me that before giving a more definite 
answer, he wished to consult his colleagues, and especially the Secretary of the Navy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





No. 584. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 19, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 of the 15th ultimo, I inclose for your 
Lordship’s own information copies of a letter and its inclosure from Rear-Adinnel the 
Honourable Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty,* by which you will be made 
acquainted with the view taken by Admiral Grey of the proceedings of the Commander of 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Pluto,” in the case of the American barque ‘‘ Ardennes.” 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 585. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 13.) : 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 19, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Charleston,+ containing some observations on the subject of the 
Slave Trade in South Carolina. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Class A, No. 334. * No. 644. 
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Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 26, 1859. 

IN my despatches Nos. 6, 7, and 8 of the 15th and 22nd ultimo, [ transmitted to 
your Lordship copies of letters from the Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships ‘‘ Pluto” and 
“Triton,” reporting their proceedings in connection with the American barques 
“ Ardennes” and ‘‘ Orion,” which vessels were detained by the Commander of the United 
States’ ship of war “‘ Marion,” and sent to the United States for adjudication on suspicion 
of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

By my despatch No. 12 of the 19th instant, you were made acquainted with the view 
taken by Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. Grey of the proceedings of the Commander 
of the ‘‘ Pluto,” in the case of the “ Ardennes ;” and I now inclose copies of a letter and its 
inclosures from the Admiralty,* by which you will perceive that Admiral Grey entirely 
disapproves of the conduct of Lieutenant Burton, the Commander of the ‘* Triton,” in 
detaining the ‘‘Orion,” and that he was only prevented by the want of sufficient officers to 
form a Court, from assembling a court-martial to try Lieutenant Burton for disobedience 
of orders in interfering with an American vessel. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have entirely concurred in the view taken 
by Admiral Grey of this officer’s proceedings, and I have to instruct your Lordship to take 
an opportunity of reading Admiral Grey’s report confidentially to General Cass, in order 
that he may see that both Her Majesty’s Government and the Commander-in-chief of Her 
Majesty’s forces on the African Station are animated by a sincere desire to put a stop to 
proceedings on the part of British officers employed in cruizing for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, which may give just grounds of complaint to foreign Governments. 





T am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 587. 
Lord .T. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord Foreign Office, August 26, 1859. 


? 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from 
Commander Courtenay, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Conflict,” to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty,+ reporting the circumstances attending the boarding of the American barque 
“ Louisa Kilham,” by a boat from Her Majesty’s ship under his command. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 588. 
Sord Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received August 27.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Washington, August 16, 1859. 


ON the 12th instant I communicated to General Cass verbally the substance of your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 11 of the 29th ultimo. In particular, 1 informed the General 
that in consideration of what he had stated to me on the subject, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would not at the present moment press for the conclusion of a Convention modifying 
Article VIII of the Treaty of the 9th August, 1842. I called his attention to the fact that 
the Slave Trade was very greatly increasing, and was carried on almost entirely under the 
United States’ flag; and I begged him to bring to the notice of the proper authorities the 
disadvantage which appeared to be caused by the omission in the Law of the United 
States, or in the instructions given to their cruizers, of provisions to define what constitute 
the fittings of a slave-vessel. In conclusion I said that it was needless to add that Her 
Majesty’s Government did not in any way question the zeal or sincerity of the Govern- 
ment of the United States in the matter of the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

General Cass replied, that as to what fittings constituted such evidence of a vessel’s 
being engaged in the Slave Trade as to warrant her capture, he thought it difficult to lay 


* Class A, No. 340. + Ibid., No. 346. 
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down precise rules beforehand, and was of opinion that a great deal must be left to the 
judgment of the officers employed for the suppression of the Trade. With respect to the 
earnest desire of the President and the present Administration effectually to put a stop to 
the Traffic, there could, the General said, be no doubt. The large proportion of their 
navy employed, or on the point of being employed, for this purpose, was in itself a 
convincing proof of this desire. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


ee 
No. 589. 
ord gyons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received August 27.) 


(No. 20. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Washington, August 16, 1859. 

DURING a visit which I paid to the President on the evening of the 11th instant, he 
introduced the subject of the Slave Trade, referring especially to assertions which had 
appeared in newspapers with respect to the landing of large numbers of slaves from Africa 
on the Coast of Florida. 

The President said that he had taken the greatest pains to ascertain whether there 
was any foundation for these reports. He had sent a cutter to visit every creek along the 
Coast of Florida, and investigate the matter. He had sent orders to the Federal officers 
on shore to make minute inquiries on their side. He had, in addition, despatched a special 
agent to conduct a fresh and searching examination. The official reports which had been 
made to him all showed that the assertions in the newspapers were entirely unfounded. 
The old case of the ‘t Wanderer” was the only one in which it appeared that an actual 
disembarkation of negroes from Africa had taken place. He had caused the slaves landed 
from that vessel to be tracked into every nook, corner, and hovel, and prosecutions to be 
instituted against the purchasers of them. ‘There were no less than twenty-six indictments 
now pending against individuals for this offence. The Federal Judge (Justice Campbell), who 
was on the Circuit, was an excellent man, and determined, so far as it depended upon him, 
that the law should be enforced. It was uncertain whether, in the state of public fecling, 
it would be possible to obtain from Southern juries verdicts against the guilty parties ; but 
at any rate the expenses to which they would be put in defending themselves before the 
Courts would very much exceed any profit they could derive from the possession of the 
slaves. 

The President proceeded to mention at length many circumstances which, in his 
opinion, mitigated, or, indeed, entirely did away with, the evils of slavery in the United 
States. But these extenuating circumstances would, he said, disappear, if fresh supplies 
of negroes were poured in from Africa; and he dwelt for some time upon the terrible 
consequences which must follow a re-opening of the Slave Trade. 

He then passed on to speak of the steps taken by Great Britain for the suppression 
of the Trade, and expressed great regret that more efficacious measures could not be 
devised. He thought a great deal might be done by landing men to destroy the barracoons. 
He doubted the wisdom of the regulation which existed both in the American and British 
codes. and in virtue of which the captors of a vessel received 5/. a-head for each slave on 
board. He was far from undervaluing the high principles of the officers of either navy, 
but still the Regulation made it obviously their interest to wait till the slaves were embarked 
before capturing the vessel. He wished Great Britain would make great efforts to stop 
the importation of slaves into Cuba. By our Treaties with Spain we possessed powers to 
arrest slavers, which were not, he said, shared by the cruizers of the United States. 

The President spoke on this subject in a desultory conversational manner, and not at 
all with the appearance of desiring to make an official expression of his sentiments. I 
believe him to be sincerely anxious to put an end to the Slave Trade, and to desire to 
employ for the purpose such means as the limited powers of the Executive Federal 
Government, and the small number of vessels which compose its navy, place at his disposal. 
He is, however, very well aware that the chief difficulties Great Britain has to contend 
with in suppressing the Slave Trade, arise from the exaggerated susceptibility of the 
Americans, with regard to interference with vessels under their flag, and the inadequacy of 
the force employed by the United States to prevent the abuse of that flag. 

On the day after I saw the President, | had some conversation on these matters with 
General Cass. He seemed particularly anxious that Her Majesty’s Government should 
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not be led to suppose that there was really any possible chance of the Slave Trade between 
the United States and Africa being re-opened by law. 

One can, indeed, hardly suppose such a thing to be within the bounds of possibility, 
but it is lamentable to see the re-opening of the Trade seriously advocated by newspapers 
and by politicians who pass for being respectable, and to find that the adoption of this 
atrocious measure appears to be strongly desired in some parts of the Southern States. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
— 
No. 590. 
word J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 16.) , 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 29, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith for your Lordship’s information an extract of a letter from 
Commodore Wise to the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the African 
station,* reporting the circumstances under which the American brigantine “‘ Brownsville ’’ 
was visited in the Congo river by a boat from Her Majesty's ship “ Pluto.” 

I have to add that, according to advices received by Her Majesty’s Government from 
other sources, both the “ Brownsville” and the “ Emma Lincoln,” the other vessel mentioned 
in Commodore Wise’s letter, are equipped for the Slave Trade. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Sord J. Russell to ord Syons. 
(No. 17.) 
My Lord, . Foreign Office, September 2, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith, for your information, the accompanying 
copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Mobile,t containing information respecting 
the landing of 600 African negroes near a place called Smyrna, on the coast of Florida. 





Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 592. 
five, 18 ard J. Russell to ord Byons. 
o. 18. 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 9, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 29th July last, | transmit to your 
Lordship herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda,{ reporting that the barque “J. J. Cobb,” under 
American colours, had shipped a cargo of slaves in the neighbourhood of Loango, with 
which she had sailed for Cuba. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 593. 


aord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 9, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith, for your information, an extract of a 
despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British and 
Portuguese Commission established at Loanda,{ containing information concerning the 
Slave Trade carried on under the United States’ flag on the West Coast of Africa during 
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the year 1858, and the baneful effect which that Traffic has had upon the legitimate 
commerce of the country. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





ord J. Russell to ord Syons. 
(No. 20.) - ititeasd 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 9, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith, for your information, the accompanying 
copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British 
and Portuguese Commission established at Loanda,* reporting the arrival at that place of 
the United States’ corvette “ Marion,” and stating what passed at an interview he had had 
with her Commander. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


P.S.—I inclose a copy of a further despatch from Mr. Gabriel,} detailing the proceed- 
ings of Commander Brent, of the “ Marion,” in relation to the capture of the American 
barque “ Orion”? and the American brig ‘‘ Ardennes,” as well as to the detention and 
subsequent release of the United States’ barque ‘* Emma Lincoln.” 





Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 9, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 14 of the 26th ultimo, I transmit herewith, for 
your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at New 
York,} stating that the American slaver ‘‘ Orion,” recently captured by the United States’ 
corvette ‘‘ Marion,” Commander Brent, had again sailed for the coast of Africa, and 
containing further information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 
m 


IT am, &c. 
(Signed ) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 596. 


Sord J. Russell to Sord Lyons. 
(No. 22.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 9, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a correspondence between the 
United States’ Minister and myself relative to the proceedings of Lieutenant Burton, 
Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Triton,” in boarding and detaining the American 
barque ‘‘ Orion,” which have formed the subject of complaint on the part of the United 
States’ Government. 

Iam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure | in No. 596. 
Mr. Dallas to Lord J. Russell. 


My Lord, Legation of the United States, London, August 29, 1859. 
THE President has specially instructed me to bring to the notice of Her Majesty's 
Government, with a view to inquiry, the following acts of misconduct alleged to have 
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been committed by Lieutenant Robert Heron Burton, Commander of the British war- 
steamer “ Triton.” 

It would appear that, on the 2Ist of January last, the American barque “ Orion,” 
Hanna, master, sailed from New York, bound for a trading voyage on the coast of Africa; 
that on the 9th of April she was boarded by Lieutenant Burton off Shark’s Point, Congo 
river, and detained until the 19th of that month ; that her register and papers were exacted 
by force, her flag, her captain, and crew, insulted ; and that bribes were offered, publicly 
and privately, at the instance of Lieutenant Burton, to induce the captain and crew of the 
“‘ Orion” to throw her documents into the sea, and to deliver her up as a Spanish slaver. 
It is stated, as one of the painful consequences of this proceeding, that Captain Hanna, 
under the menaces, humiliation, and responsibilities to which he was subjected, died of a 
broken heart. 

These incidents, if ultimately established, are so calculated to create angry feeling, and 
to disturb the existing relatiouc of the two countries, that no doubt is entertained of the 
readiness with which Her Majesty’s Government would interpose to punish them and 
prevent their repetition. 1 have, therefore, to request that your Lordship will cause the 
circumstances to undergo full investigation, with a view to the adoption of such measures 
as the result may require. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. M. DALLAS. 
Inclosure 2 in No 596. 
ord J. Russell to Mr. Dallas. 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, 
stating that you have been instructed by the President to bring to the notice of Her 
Majesty’s Government the misconduct of Lieutenant Burton, Commander of Her Majesty’s 
ship “Triton,” in boarding and detaining the American barque “ Orion,” off the African 
coast in the month of April last. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, in reply, that Her Majesty’s Government have 
already received from Rear-Admiral Grey a full report on the transactions referred to in 
your letter; and it appears that the Admiral, on being made acquainted with them, at once 
intimated to Lieutenant Burton that he entirely disapproved his conduct; and it further 
appears that the Admiral would have brought that officer to a court-martial for disobeying 
the orders by which he was prohibited from interfering with American vessels, if he had 
been able to convene a sufficient number of officers to form the Court. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have approved Admiral Grey’s proceed- 
ings; and I instructed Lord Lyons, by the mail of the 23rd instant, to communicate to 
General Cass the censure passed on Lieutenant Burton ; and [ doubt not that the Govern- 
ment of the United States will see, in the course adopted on this occasion, a further proof 
of the determination of Her Majesty’s Government to restrain their officers engaged in the 
suppression of Slave Trade from any acts of which the Government of the United States 
would have just reason to complain. 

I think it due, however, to Lieutenant Burton, to add, with reference to that passage 
in your letter in which he is accused of tampering with the mate and crew of the “Orion,” 
that it appears, from the correspondence which passed between Lieutenant Burton and the 
Commander of the United States’ sloop of war ‘“ Marion,” on the occason of the detention 
of the “ Orion,” that Lieutenant Burton most emphatically denied that threats or intimida- 
tion of any description whatever had been used by him, or by any of the officers belonging 
to Her Majesty’s ship, to induce Captain Hanna, the master of the ‘“ Orion,” to give up 
his ship, or to destroy his papers or colours. 

I must also observe that whatever may be the character or destination under or for 
which the ‘‘ Orion” sailed from New York, the information which Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have received respecting her tends to show that she had been sold to parties in the 
Havana, avd was engaged on a slave-trading venture when she was detained by Her 
Majesty’s ship “Triton;” and this information is corroborated by the result of the 
examination of the ‘ Orion’s” cargo made by Captain Brent, the Commander of the 
‘“*Marion,” for it was then ascertained that the ‘‘ Orion” had on board two large slave- 
coppers, a complete slave-deck, a ground tier of water (about 4,000 gallons), a great 
quantity of extra water-casks, and other articles, and a large quantity of medicines which, 
in the opinion of the Surgeon of the “ Marion,” were suited to meet the requirements of 
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a numerous party of slaves, and which might be safely administered by persons who had 
not received a professional education. 

Her Majesty's Government, however, deeply regret that any interference with the 
American flag calculated to disturb the friendly relations which subsist between Her 
Majesty and the United States should have taken place. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 5&7. 


aord J. Russell to ord “yons. 
(No. 23.) . ene 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 16, 1859. 
THE communications from Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, of which copies 
have been sent to your Lordship, will enable you to point out to the Government of the 
United States the difficulty which attends the operations of the American vessels cruizing 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, in consequence of the want of authority similar to 
that contained in the Equipment Article of the Treaties between Great Britain and other 
Powers, by which they would be able to treat as being engaged in the Slave Trade any 
American vessels having on board such things as are usually found in vessels so engaged. 
If the Government of the United States earnestly desire the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, they should call the attention of Congress to this serious defect in their legislation 
upon this subject. 


We do not propose, of course, any negotiation or Convention other than the subsisting 
Treaty. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
—————————————— 
No. 598. 


aod J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 14 of the 26th ultimo, I transmit herewith to 
your Lordship for communication to General Cass, a copy of a despatch and of its inclosure 
from Commodore Wise,* relative to the circumstances under which the barque ‘“ Orion” 
was detained by Lieutenant Burton, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton.” 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 599. 


=ord Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received September 25.) 
(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Washington, September 13, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 16, 17, 18, and 19, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship copies of an unofficial correspondence which has taken place 
between General Cass and myself upon the subject of measures adopted by the Government 
of. the United States to give additional efficiency to the naval forces employed by them for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

It results from this correspondence that, of the four steam-vessels intended for service 
on the coast of Africa, three have already set out for their destinations ; and that arrange- 
ments are in progress for a transfer of the United States’ naval depdt from Porto Praya to 
St. Paul de Loanda. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 599. 
General Cass to Sord Syons. 
My dear Lord Lyons, Department of State, Washington, September 7, 1859. 
THINKING it might be agreeable to you to know the state of our arrangements 
respecting the additional steam naval force destined for the coast of Africa, the Gulf of 


Mexico, and the coast of Cuba, I take the liberty to inclose a rough Memorandum which 
I have just received from the Navy Department. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 599. 


Memorandum. 


STEAMERS for the coast of Africa :— 

“San Jacinto ;” has about reached station. 

«Sumpter ;” left New York the 5th September. 

“Mystic ;” about the same time. 

“Mohican ;” preparing at Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; will be ready in four or six 
weeks. ; 


Coast of Cuba :— 

“Fulton ;” sailed from New York the 25th August. 

“ Wyandott,” ‘‘ Mohawk,” ‘‘Crusader;’”’ to sail between the 15th and 30th of 
September. 

Gulf of Mexico :— 

‘*Waterwitch ;”’ will be ready in a month or six weeks. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 599. 
word Syons to General Cass. 


My dear General, Washington, September 7, 1859. 

I BEG you to accept my best thanks for the unofficial letter of this morning, with 
which you have been so kind as to send me a Memorandum respecting the steam-ships 
destined by the Government of the United States for service on the coast of Africa and in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

It has been stated in the newspapers that, with a view to enabling the United States’ 
cruizers to remain more constantly in the immediate vicinity to the points in Africa at 
which the Slave Trade is principally carried on, arrangements have been made to remove 
the American naval depét from Porto Praya to St. Paul de Loanda. I trust you will not 
think me indiscreet if I ask you, in this unofficial way, if you can inform me whether the 
_ foregoing statement is true. 

Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 599. 
General Cass to Bord Syons. 


My dear Lord Lyons, Washington, September 9, 1859. 
AGREEABLY to your request, I beg to inform you that orders have been given for 
the removal of our naval depét from Porto Praya to St. Paul de Loanda, on the Western 
Coast of Africa, and that the proposed change has been communicated to the Portuguese 
Government. 
It is not anticipated that it will meet with any objections, 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) LEW. CASS, 
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No. 600. 


Sord Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received September 25.) 

(No. 22.) 
My Lord, Washington, September 12, 1859. 

IN obedience to the instruction conveyed to me by your Lordship’s despatch of the 
26th ultimo, No. 14, respecting the detention of the United States’ merchant-ship ‘‘ Orion” 
by Lieutenant Burton, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” I this morning read, confidentially, 
to General Cass the Report from Rear-Admiral Sir Frederick Grey inclosed in that 
despatch. 

The General had, apparently, not heard before of the detention of the “ Orion.” He 
confined himself to observing that Sir Frederick Grey's was a very proper despatch. 


I have, &c. 
(Sigued) LYONS. 
No. 601. 
word ™yons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received October 3.) 
(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Washington, September 19, 1859. 


IN my despatch of the 12th instant,-No. 22, I had the honour to report to your 
Lordship that I had, in obedience to your orders, read confidentially to General Cass a 
Report from Rear- Admiral Sir Frederick Grey, respecting the detention of the United 
States’ merchant-vessel “ Orion,’ by Lieutenant Burton, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Triton.” 

General Cass told me last week that he had received a set of papers respecting the 
detention of the “ Orion” from the Navy Department, and that he was about to write to 
Mr. Dallas, the United States’ Minister in London, upon the subject. He added, that he 
proposed to say to Mr. Dallas, that Her Majesty’s Government had made, through me, a 
very suitable communication with regard to this affair, and he asked me whether he should 
be correct in informing Mr. Dallas that Admiral Grey had censured the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant Burton. 

I observed to the General, that undoubtedly in the Report which I had had the 
honour of reading to him confidentially, Sir Frederick Grey stated that Lieutenant Burton had 
commited a flagrant violation of his instructions, and that if the exigencies of the service 
would have admitted of assembling a Court-martial, he would have been brought to trial 
for disobedience of orders. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 602. 
=ord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 25. 
M Foreign Office, October 7, 1859. 


y Lord, , 
“ JT INCLOSE herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch and 
of its inclosure, from Mr. Bunch, Her Majesty’s Consul at Charleston,* relative to the 
importation of negroes into the United States. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No: 603. 


“ord J. Russell to “ord “yons. 
(No. 26.) - a 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 19, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter and of its 
inclosures, from the Admiralty,t reporting the circumstances under which the American 
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barque “ Isla de Cuba,” of New York, was visited by Lieutenant Allingham, of Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Vesuvius” in July last. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 604. 


eord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 19, 1859. 

1 TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter and of 
its inclosures, from the Admiralty,* reporting the circumstances under which the barque 
“ Star of the East,” under American colours, was boarded by a boat of Her Majesty's ship 
“* Vesuvius,” at Bahia Fonda in August last. ‘ 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 605. 


Sord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 19, 1859. 

{ TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copy of a letter and of its 
inclosures, from the Admiralty,t reporting the circumstances under which the vessels 
‘* Memphis” and ‘‘ Ottawa,” under American colours, were boarded by Lieutenant Burton, 
of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel * Triton” in July last. 

I likewise transmit a copy of a further letter, and of its inclosures, from the Admiralty, 
relative to the boarding of the “* Memphis.’’t 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 606. 
Te ord ™yons to S rd J. Russell.—(Received October 25.) 
o. 24. 
My Lord, Washington, October 11, 1859. 


WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th ultimo, No. 23, I have the 
honour to inclose a copy of a Memorandum which I have placed in the hands of General 
Cass, for the purpose of calling the attention of the Cabinet of Washington to the defect of 
the law, in not providing that the fact of an American vessel’s being evidently equipped for 
the Slave Trade shall suffice to warrant her being treated as a slaver by the United States’ 
cruizers. A 

I delivered the Memorandum to General Cass this morning. He said that he would 
give the subject his best consideration, but that he had great misgivings as to the conse- 
quences of asking Congress for any additional legislation relative to the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 606. 
Memorandum. 


THE operations of the United States’ squadron employed for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade appear to be seriously impeded by the want of definite authority to regard 
the discovery of articles usually found only on board vessels engaged in that unhallowed 
Traffic as sufficient ground for treating as a slaver (in absence of proof to the contrary), 
the vessels on board of which the discovery is made. 

Among the articles which have been considered as affording primd facie evidence that 
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the vessel on board of which they are discovered, is destined to be employed in the Slave 
Trade, the following may be enumerated :— 

Hatches with open gratings, instead of the close hatches usual in merchant-vessels ; 

Divisions or bulk-heads in the hold or on deck, in greater numbers than are necessary 
for vessels engaged in lawful trade ; 

Spare plank fitted for being laid down as a second or slave-deck ; 

Shackles, bolts, or handcuffs ; 

A larger quantity of water, in casks or in tanks, than is requisite for the consumption 
of the crew of such vessel ; 

An extraordinary number of water-casks or other receptacles for holding liquid, unless 
it be proved that such casks or other receptacles are destined only to hold palm-oil, or for 
other purposes of lawful commerce ; 

A greater quantity of mess-tubs or beds than are requisite for the use of the crew ; 

A boiler or other cooking apparatus, larger or capable of being made larger than is 
requisite for the use of the crew, or more than one boiler or other cooking apparatus of 
the ordinary size; 

An extraordinary quantity of rice, of the flour of Brazil, manioc or cassida, commonly 
called “ farina,” or of maize or of Indian corn, or of any other article of food beyond the 
probable wants of the crew, unless such extra quantity shall appear on the manifest as 
forming part of the trading cargo of the vessel ; 

A quantity of mats or matting greater than is necessary for the nse of the vessel, 
unless such mat or matting be entered on the manifest as forming part of the cargo ; 

An extraordinary quantity of medicines, of a nature suited to the requirements of 
slaves, and admitting of being safely administered by men not skilled in the medical 
profession. 

It is understood, however, that the laws of the United States, as well as the instruc- 
tions issued to the officers in command of their cruizers, are silent as to the nature or 
description of articles which are to be considered as evidence of the employment in the 
Slave Trade of the vessel on board of which they are found, and that consequently much 
difficulty is experienced by those officers in interfering with vessels not having slaves 
actually on board. 

It would appear, therefore, extremely important, with a view to rendering the means 
employed by the United States for the suppression of the Slave Trade really effective, that 
the attention of Congress should be called to this serious defect in the legislation on the 
subject. $ 

October 10, 1859. 





No. 607. 


Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 30.) | 

(No. 25.) 
My Lord, ; Washington, October 17, 1859. 

NOT having succeeded in finding General Cass at.the State Department, I executed 
the instruction conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 24 of the 23rd ultimo, by 
delivering, on the 13th instant, to the Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Appleton, copies 
of Commodore Wise’s despatch of the 11th July and its inclosure, relative to the detention 
of the American barque “ Orion’’ by Her Majesty’s ship “Triton.” 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS 
No. 608. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 29.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 4, 1859. 


I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from the Commander 
of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” which has been communicated to me by the Admiralty, 
reporting his having boarded the brigantine ‘‘ *%llie Mills,” under ——- colours.* 

Iam, &c. 


(Signed) | J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 609. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 30.) 
M 3 Foreign Office, October 31, 1859. 
I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying extracts of a letter 
from Commodore Wise, which has been communicated to me by the Admiralty,* contain- 
ing information relative to the captures of slave-vessels recently made by Her Majesty’s 
eruizers on the African coast, and also reporting the boarding: of several slave-vessels 
under American colours. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 610. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 31.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 5, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, extracts of two despatches 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar,} containing information relative to the Slave 
Trade which is carried on under American colours on the Eastern Coast of Africa. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 611. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, - Foreign Office, November 16, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship, herewith, copies of two letters: one from Commo- 
dore Wise, reporting that he had caused the American ship “ Rebecca,” of New Orleans, 
to be boarded in Londino Bay on the 4th of September last for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing her nationality ; the other from Commander Fitzroy, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Falcon,” 
reporting the circumstances under which he had ordered the American brigantine 
“ J. Harris,”’ of New York, to be visited by two officers from Her Majesty’s ship under his 
command.t 

You will see that, in the case of the ‘ Rebecca,” the master of that vessel did not 
hesitate to avow that he had come to the African coast for the purpose of shipping a cargo 
of slaves. 

This vessel is stated to belong to the notorious slave-trading firm of Pratts, Pijols, 
and Co., of New Orleans, who were the owners also of the “ Brownsville,” a brig under 
American colours that landed a cargo of slaves a short time since in Cuba. 

In the case of the brigantine “ J. Harris,” the slaves destined to form her cargo were 
already on the beach, ready to be shipped. 

I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of these reports in a note to 
General Cass, and in doing so you will say that Her Majesty’s Government cannot but 
lament to see the American flag so prostituted. 





I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 612. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 33.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 16, 1859. 


I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from the Commander 
of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer” to the Secretary to the Admiralty,§ reporting the circum- 
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stances under which he boarded the American barque “ Star of the East” off the African 
coast, on the 23rd of July last. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 613. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 34.) © 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 18, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship, herewith, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Burton, 
commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” to the Secretary to the Admiralty,* reporting 
his having boarded the American ship “ Emily,” for the purpose of ascertaining her 
nationality. 

Tt will not be necessary that you should communicate Lieutenant Burton’s report 
officially to the United States’ Government ; but it will be right that they should be made 
acquainted with the fact of the numerous vessels under American colours that are now 
hovering off the African coast, with no other object in view than to ship slaves: and I 
have, accordingly, to instruct you to take an opportunity of verbally acquainting General 
Cass with the suspicions entertained with regard to the “ Emily,” and to the other vessels 
under the American flag that have been recently visited by British cruizers. 





lan, &c. 
i (Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 614. 
mord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 35.) 
My Lord Foreign Office, November 18, 1859. 


3 
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship, herewith, copies of a letter and its inclosures from 
Commodore Wise,} relative to the apathy which appears to characterize the proceedings 
of the Commander of the United States’ ship-of-war “ Vincennes” in regard to the 
suppression of the Slave Trade by vessels sailing under American colours; and [ have to 
instruct you to communicate the substance of these reports to the United States’ Govern- 
ment. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 615. 
aord J. Russell to Bord ™yons. 
(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 19, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 23 of the 16th of September last, I inclose, for 
your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir 
F. W. Grey.{ calling attention to the necessity of greater powers being furnished to the 
Commanders of United States’ cruizers for detaining and sending for trial vessels under the 
United States’ flag equipped for the Slave Trade. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 616. 
word J, Russell to “ord Syons. 
(No. 37.) = = 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 19, 1859. 


IN my despatch No. 30 of the 4th instant I transmitted to your Lordship a copy of 
a letter from Commodore Wise, reporting the capture by British cruizers of several vessels 
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equipped for the Slave Trade, and amongst them the schooner “ Stephen H. Townshend” 
was mentioned, which up to the time of her capture had been flying American colours. 

I now inclose, for your information, a copy of a letter from the Commander of Her 
Majesty's ship “ Archer,” reporting the particulars of the capture of this vessel.* 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 617. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 38.) 
My Lord Foreign Office, November 19, 1859. 


SINCE writing my despatch No. 35 of yesterday’s date I have received from the 
Admiralty the accompanying letter and its inclosures from Commodore Wise,} reporting 
the circumstances under which he detained and subsequently released the barque “ Isla de 
Cuba,” a notorious slaver, under American colours, which proved, on examination, to be 
fully equipped for receiving a large cargo of slaves. 

It appears from Commodore Wise’s report, that subsequently to the detention of the 
‘* Isla de Cuba” he fell in with and communicated to the commander of the United States’ 
ship of war “ Vincennes” the circumstances under which he had detained the “ Isla de 
Cuba,” and on her requisition Commander Totten, of the “ Vincennes,” promised to 
remain seven days at Mayumba, in order that he might be himself enabled to verify the 
fact whether the “ Isla de Cuba’’ was entitled to the flag she carried; but instead of 
keeping his engagement Commodore Wise ascertained that the ‘“ Vincennes” never called 
at Mayumba at all; and consequently, on the arrival of the Commodore at the appointed 
rendezvous and not finding the American Commander, he was compelled either to take 
upon himself the great responsibility of sending the ‘‘ Isla de Cuba” to the United States 
or to release her. 

He chose the latter alternative, and doubtless the ‘“ JIsla de Cuba” will be added to 
the already long list of vessels that have been enabled to ship slaves with impunity under 
cover of the American flag. 

I have to instruct your Lordship to communicate the substance of Commodore Wise’s 
Report to General Cass, and in doing so you will state that it is not the intention of Her 
Majesty’s Government to make any comment on this apparent apathy on the part of the 
commander of an American ship of war in the fulfilment of the duties with which he was 
specially entrusted, because they feel convinced that the Government of the United States, 
on being made acquainted with the facts detailed in Commodore Wise’s reports, will not 
fail to take the necessary steps to ascertain whether, in the case of the “ Isla de Cuba” 
and in the cases of the other vessels referred to in my despatch of the 18th instant, the 
commander of the ‘ Vincennes” took proper measures to prevent the flag of the United 
States from being used as a cloak to cover the Traffic in Slaves. 


Iam, &c. 
(S,gned) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 618. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 2, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying copies of letters 
from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” + po alec the circumstances under 
which he had captured two vessels fully equipped for the Slave Trade, the ‘‘ Lillie Mills” 
and “ Eloisa,” which had been previously met with under aaaan » os 

am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 619. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 40.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 9, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from 
Commodore Wise, the senior officer in command of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the 
African Coast,* inclosing a copy of a letter addressed by him to Commander Calhoun, of 
the United States’ sloop of war “ Portsmouth,” expressing his satisfaction at the capture 
by that officer of the slaver ‘ Emily,” under the American flag, and acquainting him with 
the nature of the orders which he had given for the co-operation of British officers with 
the commanders of United States’ cruizers in the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Your Lordship will take an opportunity of acquainting General Cass with the tenour 
of the instructions issued by Commodore Wise to the commanders of British cruizers. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 620. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 41.) 
My Lord, : Foreign Office, December 17, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying copies of a note 
and its inclosures addressed on the 12th of April last by Mr. Dallas, the United States’ 
Minister at this Court, to my predecessor in office, and also a copy of my reply to 
Mr. Dallas, relative to the capture and destruction of the brigantine “ Rufus Soulé” by one 
of Her Majesty’s cruizers off the African Coast in the month of October 1858. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 620. 
Mr. Dallas to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


My Lord, Legation of the United States, London, April 12, 1859. 

AT the interview with which I was honoured on the 14th day of March last, I read 
to your Lordship a despatch addressed to me by my Government, under date of the 13th 
February, and, agreeably to instruction, left with you a copy thereof. 

Permit me to recall the following passage of that despatch. It relates to the alleged 
manner in which British naval officers, cruizing upon the Western Coast of Africa, after 
boarding American merchantmen, have induced the masters of those vessels to throw their 
papers overboard :— 

“Commodore Wise seems be under the impression that this reprehensible practice is 
now abandoned. The information received from our African squadron justifies a different 
conclusion ; and indeed the circumstances attending the capture of the ‘ Rufus Soulé,’ in 
October last, as reported to the Navy Department, lead to the opinion that some such 
means are yet resorted to, and with the same protection of the criminals against punish- 
ment; for the crew of that vessel were landed upon the coast and suffered to depart. The 
facts connected with the capture and burning of the vessel are very differently represented 
by the American and British officers. The proceedings were attended with circumstances 
so very reprehensible, if not clearly justified by the situation of the vessel, that I desire, 
when the Reports from the Navy Department reach you, that you request an immediate 
investigation of the transaction, and the adoption of such measures of redress and preven- 
tion as the state of the case may call for.” 

In compliance with this injunction, | have now the honour to communicate to your 
Lordship a copy of the Report from the Navy Department of the United States in relation 
to the seizure and burning of the “ Rufus Soulé” in the month of October last, and to 
impress, with the utmost deference, upon your Lordship, the expediency of causing to be _ 
made the full inquiry desired by Mr. Cass into all the — e that transaction. 

am, &e. 
(Signed) G. M. DALLAS. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 620. 
Commander Totten to the Secretary to the Navy. 


A “ Vincennes,” December 10, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to the Navy Department the accompanying papers in 
relation to the capture and destruction by fire of the “ Rufus Soulé,” a brigantine under 
American colours, by Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Viper,” on or about the 11th or 
12th of October, 1858. 

As I am not to meet with Flag Officer Conover before the latter part of February, 
and supposing it important that the facts, as appearing in these papers, should be commu- 
nicated to the Department as early as possible, I forward copies of a Report I have 
prepared for the Commander-in-chief on this station. 

I trust that_my reasons for this direct communication will appear sufficient to the 
Honourable the Secretary of the Navy. . 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 620. 
Commander Totten to Flag Officer Conover. 


Sir, “Vincennes,” West Coast of Africa, December 10, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying papers, in relation to the capture 
and destruction by fire of an American brig, the “ Rufus Soulé,” in the vicinity of Banda 
Point. by Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Viper,” Lieutenant Commanding Hodgkinson, 
on the evening of the 11th and the morning of the 12th of October, 1858. 

I was approaching the anchorage off Cabenda, in this vessel, on the morning of 
October 14th, and, seeing a steamer coming out from the direction of Cabenda, which I 
supposed to be an English cruizer, I shortened sail and hove-to, to show that I wished to 
communicate, also making a signal, as established between the two squadrons. As she 
came near to us, I found her to be the “ Viper,” and, expressing a wish to communicate, 
I went on board. 

The Commander of the ‘f Viper ” showed me his log in relation to the capture of the 
‘‘ Kate Ellen,” which corresponded precisely with the statement I had obtained from the 
officer in charge of that vessel when J met her at sea on her way to Sierra Leone. 

On the afternoon of the same day (October 14th) I anchored off Cabenda, and, on 
the 16th, I received a note from a person on shore, who stated that he and another 
American citizen had been landed at that place by the “Viper,” and also all the crew of 
the American brig “ Rufus Soule,” which vessel had been captured by the “ Viper.” 

I sent an officer on shore the next morning to bring the two Americans off to the 
ship. The headman of the place (Franco) being absent, his son refused to allow them to 
leave the shore. I immediately got this ship under weigh, ran close in, and sent a party 
of fifty men, under command of Lieutenants West and Braine, with orders to bring them 
off to the ship. By sunset the party had returned, bringing off both of the men, with their 
baggage. 

The accompanying statements made by these men, examined separately, and sworn 
to in my presence, and corresponding so closely, presented to my mind a case of such gross 
outrage on the American flag, and irregular conduct on the part of the Commander of the 
English cruizer, that I felt it my duty to return at once towards Loanda in hopes of 
meeting with you or of falling in with, there or on the passage, the steamer “ Viper” (her 
Commander having informed me that he was bound direct for that place) to ask a state- 
ment or explanation from him. I was also induced to this course by the following consi- 
derations, viz. :— 

It appeared to me strange that the Commander of the “ Viper,” having on board of 
his vessel at the time 1 visited him the captain of the “ Rufus Soulé,” and the capture 
and destruction of that vessel having only occurred two or three days previously, should 
not, if he felt that it had been a lawful or justifiable capture, have communicated the 
fact tome. You will see, by the statements of these men (viz., William Peterson and 
Peter Cordina), that the “ Rufus Soule”? was captured on the 11th of October, burned on. 
the same night. The men were landed at Cabenda on the 14th, on the afternoon of which 
day I met and communicated with the “ Viper ;” and also, in reply to my aay “if 
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there were any suspicious vessels on the coast,” that, with this case fresh in his memory, 
the Commander of the ‘ Viper”’ should have stated that ‘* there were none.” 

The facts also, as contained in the statements of these men, appear to me strongly 
corroborative of a rumour which has been for some time current, viz., knowing that the 
United States have never conceded to England the right to capture, or even to search, 
vessels while having the American flag, however strongly appearances may be that they are 
not legal traders, that improper threats are made, and strong indticements held out to the 
captains of these vessels to haul down their flags and destroy their papers. 

The fact, as stated by both of these men, that the papers of the “ Rufus Soulé” were 
demanded and examined on three separate occasions by -the officers of the “ Viper,” 
affords strong presumptive evidence that they were in all respects correct. 

And also the fact that the captain of the “ Rufus Soulé,” and the three passengers, 
were taken care of, while the crew, including the chief mate and another seaman, both 
claiming American protection, were landed at a native town in a destitute condition, with 
all the horrors of coast-fever and starvation before them, impresses me very strongly with 
a suspicion that such a course as is stated above was taken by the Commander of the 
‘Viper ” on this occasion. Nor does it matter whether the “suggestion” was made by 
him personally, or by the officer who accompanied him. 

Whether these English cruizers are justified in forcibly “taking in tow” vessels 
carrying the American flag to drive the captains to haul down their flags—as is satisfac- 
torily proved that they have done on previous occasions,—or to use any threats for the 
same purpose; or whether the captors of a vessel which was visited while having the 
American flag flying, and which flag was subsequently hauled down in consequence of 
unjustifiable threats or unwarrantable inducements, have a legal right to destroy such 
vessel before she is condemned by a proper tribunal, is a matter which I respectfully 
submit to your consideration. 

I beg leave, however, to refer you to certain passages in “ Kent’s Commentaries of 
the Laws of Nations,” vol. i, Lecture 5 :— 

Page 108: “ When a prize is taken at sea, it must be brought with due care into 
some convenient port for adjudication by a competent Court.” 

+ Page 109: “Some Marine Ordinances, as those of Louis XIV, and of Congress during 
the American War, made twenty-four hours’ quiet possession by the enemy the test of 
title to capture.” 

Again, page 109: “ But by modern usage of nations, neither the twenty-four hours’ 
possession, nor the bringing the prize infra presidia (within jurisdiction), is sufficient to 
change the property in the case of maritime capture. A judicial inquiry must pass upon 
the case, and the present enlightened practice of commercial nations has subjected all such 
captures to the scrutiny of judicial tribunals, as the only sure way to furnish proof that the 
seizure was lawful,” &c. 

Again, page 110: ‘‘ Until the capture becomes invested with the character of prize, 
by sentence of condemnation, the right of property is in abevance, or in a state of legal 
sequestration. It cannot be alienated or disposed of, but the possession of it by the 
Government of the captor is a trust for the benefit of those who may be ultimately 
entitled.” 

This salutary rule, and one so necessary to check irregular conduct and individual 
outrage, has been long established in the English Admiralty, and is now everywhere 
recognized as the law and practice of nations. ; 

After a short passage of four and a-half days, I arrived at Loanda on F; riday, the 22nd, 
and I found Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer ‘‘ Viper” there at anchor. I immediately 
sent to the Commander of said vessel a communication (a copy of which is herewith 
inclosed). On the afternoon of the 23rd I received a reply, a copy of which is herewith 
forwarded ; while reading which, I was informed by the officer of the deck that the 
“‘ Viper ”’- was getting under weigh.- I immediately sent a boat, with a second communi- 
cation very hastily prepared; and as the “Viper” was already standing out of the 
harbour, I made a signal that I wished to communicate. Although my signal was 
answered, and the boat from this vessel must have been seen pulling so as to head her off, 
the ‘ Viper” was not hove-to until our boat was near to her. ‘lo which communication 
the Commander of the “‘ Viper” returned a verbal reply, that he was in a hurry to get 
on his station off Snake’s Head; that he ought to have been there before ; and that he 
would reply to me by the first convenient opportunity. ae . 

I considered that the Commander of the “ Viper” was somewhat remiss in official 
courtesy, in not making the usual visit to this vessel, either in person, or by one of his 
officers, particularly as I had visited him previously on the 14th off Cabinda. This, 

however, may have been owing to his being occupied in preparing for sea. 
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I had not been as explicit in my first communication to Lieutenant-Commanding 
Hodgkinson as I might have been, because it was my intention that the correspondence on 
my part should only evince a desire for a full and plain statement of facts from him: 
hence I had reason to be much surprised, and not at all satisfied with his reply; for 
although he professed to have answered me as frankly as possible, “and in the same spirit 
as shown in your [my] letter,” I failed to receive from him any statement (as I had 
requested) of the circumstances of the capture and destruction of the “ Rufus Soulé ;” and 
while my communication was plainly asking for information, his reply was as plainly 
withholding it. 

As I was getting under weigh from Loanda, on the morning of the 26th, Mr. Willis, 
the United States’ Commercial Agent, sent on board, for my perusal, a letter he had just 
received from Kinsembo, a part of which (relating to the capture and destruction of the 
“Rufus Soulé,” und containing a statement made by Captain Anderson) I[ copied, and 
herewith forward. 

I arrived, and anchored off Ambriz on the 29th, and remained there until the evening 
of the next day with the hope of meeting the flag-ship ‘“‘ Cumberland ” (as I was led to 
expect by the American Consul at Loanda); but as so much time had elapsed, I did not 
feel at liberty to remain longer. 

On the 31st I found the “ Viper ” at anchor off Snake’s Head, and [ anchored near to 
her, when I received a communication from her Commander and returned a reply, copies 
of which are herewith forwarded. 

This, as the previous communication from the officer in command of the “ Viper,” I 
did not consider such as I had a right to expect, and as he evidently evinced a determina- 
tion to withhold from me, as much as possible, a fair and full statement of the circum- 
stances attending the capture of the “ Rufus Soulé,” I thought it advisable (and not for the 
reasons stated in his letter), under the circumstances, to do as he suggested, viz., to refer 
the matter to high authority. 

It cannot be necessary to point out to you the very strange inconsistencies in the last 
reply of Lieutenant-Commanding Hodgkinson, dated 26th October. 

From all I can gather by the accompanying statements (and they bear strongly the 
impress of truth), the certain surveys and formalities, referred to by the Commander of the 
“Viper,” consisted merely in three separate examinations of the papers, unwarrantable 
threats, and other irregular conduct on the part of the captors, to intimidate Captain 
Anderson, which resulted in his hauling down, or allowing them to haul down, and throw 
overboard, the American flag. 

By information from the English Consul at Havana, lists of all vessels sailing from 
Cuba for the coast of Africa are forwarded to the English cruizers, and if they meet with 
one mentioned on the list, she is at once treated as a slaver, and though wearing the 
American flag, and possibly a honest trader, is subjected to detention, threats, and other 
annoyances. 

Whether the “ Rufus Soulé” was engaged in the Slave Trade or not, is not the 
question. She wore the American flag, which was hauled down under a threat ; and her 
destruction before a judicial condemnation, and the careful separation of her captain, 
passengers and crew, removed all reliable evidence of her legal or illegal character, except 
what may be obtained from the statements of the captors, who have the strong induce- 
ments of prize-money to bias their minds and invalidate their testimony. 

It is possible that I may have taken a wrong view of this case, but I can see nothing 
in the whole matter, as contained in the foregoing, to warrant the summary proceeding of 
the officer in command of Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Viper.” 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) J. B. TOTTEN. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 620. 
Declarations. 


I, PETER CORDINA, aged 29 years, of my own free will, do solemnly swear that 
I was born in England; am a seamau by profession. My parents brought me to New 
York, in the United States, when I was about six years old. I have been sailing in . 
American vessels, out of the ports of the United States, for the last sixteen years—some- 
times in English vessels. 1 have never been naturalized as an American; I have had an 
American pene for sixteen years, which I got in New York; I have always considered 
myself, and hailed for, an American citizen. I had not time to bring all my things from 
the brig, and my protection was in her when she was burned. 
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I shipped for the American brig “‘ Rufus Soulé,” Captain Anderson, at Matanzas, on 
the 9th of July, as a foremast-hand, at 20 dollars per month; she sailed on the 10th, as I 
understood, for Fernando Po. The first land we sighted was the Cape de Verde Islands, and 
the next land we made was the African coast, near to Banda Point; the day I do not 
recollect—I think it was Sunday. It fell calm in the evening, and we let go an anchor; 
at daylight we got under way, and were boarded in about one or two hours by an English 
boat ; after the boat left us we commenced beating to the southward ; soon after we saw a 
steamer coming ‘towards us; about the middle of the day the steamer was near us, and 
sent a boat on board; the Captain of the steamer “ Viper,” and another officer with him ; 
they asked for the papers and mustered the crew, and questioned us all about where we 
belonged. I was at the wheel, and heard the Captain of the ‘ Viper” tell Captain 
Anderson that he would give him one hour to make his mind up, and if he did not deliver 
the vessel up he would take us in tow; and then the Captain of the “Viper” returned on 
board his vessel, leaving the other officer on board. Some time after, about half-an-hour, 
the order was given by the English to open the hatches; I then saw, for the first time, that 
our flag had been hauled down. 

The English officer then waved with his handkerchief to the “ Viper,” and the captain 
of the steamer came on board. The hatches were then opened. He then ordered us to 
get our clothes ready to go on board the steamer. We were then all sent on board the 
steamer. Afterwards, they brought on board from the brig all her sails and small 
stores. 

The brig was set on fire about 7 in the evening, and was burning all night. In the 
morning several shots were fired at her from the “ Viper”? before she went down. 

I heard it said by some of the crew of the “ Viper,” that she was burned because they 
had no men to send away in ber, and that they had orders to burn one out of every three 
vessels which were taken. 

The “ Viper” got under way in the forenoon, and the afternoon of the same day we 
fell in with the English Commodore in a steamer. The Captain of the “ Viper” went on 
board, and afterwards the order was given for Captain Anderson and the three passengers 
to go on board. After about half-an-hour the Captain of the “ Viper” returned, bringing 
Captain Anderson back with him. We then started off, leaving the three Spanish 
passengers on board the Commodore’s ship. We were then told that we were going to be 
landed at Cabenda. 

We arrived at Cabenda on Wednesday evening the 13th, and we were landed at 
daylight on the beach the next morning, and the boat returned to the vessel leaving us 
there. 

I had two and a-half dollars, which were taken from me when the brig was taken and 
were returned to me when they landed us on the beach. I believe all the rest of the men 
had a little money which was taken away, and returned to them as mine had been. No 
provision was made for our support. If the “* Vincennes ”’ had not come in, I don’t know 
how we could have lived after we had sold all our clothes. We heard that the “ King 
Franco ” was going to send us all in a launch to the Congo. 

I told the English ofticers that I was an American citizen, and was sick. The chief 
mate lived with me in the upper part of the King’s house, the rest of the men lived in 
the lower part. 

We were boarded three times by the ‘‘ Viper’s” boats ; the first time was the day we 
made the land. ‘The second time was about three weeks afterwards, and the last time was 
the day after, when we were taken, and the brig burned. 

(Signed) PETER CORDINA. 

Witnesses to signature : 


(Signed) J. W. A. Nicuotson, U.S.N. 
Wma. C. West, Lieutenant, U.S.N. 


The above-named person, Peter Cordina, appeared before me this 20th day of 
October, in the year of our Lord 1858, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing, and 
his signature was witnessed in my presence. 

(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN, Commander, U.S.N. 

‘* Vincennes,” October 20, 1858. 


I, WILLIAM PETERSON, aged 37 years, of my own free will do solemnly swear 
that 1 was born in Sweden. Am a seaman by profession. I have been residing in the 
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United States since 1836, and have sailed from there in American trading vessels. 1 was 
naturalized an American citizen in New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, in the year 
1844. I have a wife and children now living in New Orleans, which I consider my place 
of residence. 

I shipped for the “ Rufus Soulé,” Captain Thomas Anderson, at Matanzas, Cuba, on 
July 10, 1858, and sailed on the same day in her in the capacity of chief mate, under- 
standing that we were bound direct for Fernando Po, and to touch afterwards at one or 
more ports on the African coast. Our cargo consisted of 100 barrels of aguardiente, some 
beef, pork, two or three boxes of tobacco, two or three boxes of dry goods, 75 water-casks 
of 100 and 120 gallons each, filled with salt water, a quantity of lumber, about 100 sacks 
of rice, each weighing about 200 lbs. 

I am very sure there was no money in the vessel. We had three passengers 
(Spaniards) on board. 

The first land we made, after leaving Matanzas, was a little to the southward of Banda 
Point, abreast of Kilor river. We were then boarded by the boats of the “ Viper,” and 
our papers examined. We then attempted to beat down towards the Congo river, the 
passengers wishing to go there; after beating about twenty days, we again made Banda 
Point. On October 10th, at 1 p.m, we anchored about five miles to the northward of 
Banda Point, and about 4 in the morning we got under way, and at daylight we saw a 
boat approaching us, which boarded us; the boat had English colours, and we had 
Amcrican colours at our peak. The captain told the English officers that we were bound 
to Fernando Po. He showed his papers at the same time. The English boat then 
left us. 

The Spanish passengers then made disturbance in the vessel because the captain 
intended to go to Fernando Po instead of the Congo. The captain then hauled by the 
wind to beat down to the Congo river. 

It was about 11 A.M., we were then standing in-shore, when the English steamer-of- 
war “Viper” hove in sight, standing for us; about | pm, the steamer ordered us to 
heave-to. They then lowered a boat, and the captain of the ‘‘ Viper’ and another ofticer 
come on board, and demanded our papers. This was the third time they had examined 
our papers. He (the English captain) then said to Captain Anderson, ‘1 am going to 
take you as a prize. If you will not give the vessel up willingly, I will take you in tow.” 
At this time the American flag was flying at our peak. The English captain then left us 
and returned to his steamer. There was then only the English officer, Captain Anderson, 
and the helmsman on the poop. I had gone down on the main-deck. Immediately after, 
the order was given by the English officer to open the hatches. I then looked aft and saw 
that the colours had been hauled down; I do not know by whom. The English then 
anchored their own vessel, the “ Viper,’”’ and also anchored our vessel. 

The English captain had gone to his own vessel, but returned again immediately, when 
he ordered me and the passengers to take ali our things out of the cabin. He overhauled 
them all as they were passed out, except my trunk, looking appareitly for money. 

He then hailed the steamer, and ordered them to send some boats and men on board. 
He then took from our vessel some spare spars, all our sails, stores, viz., beef, flour, and 
bread, and all the small stores in the cabin, which he sent to the steamer. I then heard 
him (the English captain) say that he had no officers or men to spare to send the brig 
away, and that he was going to burn her. We were then all taken on board the steamer. 
None of us were allowed to return to the brig for anything we had left, but our captain 
(Anderson) was at liberty to go back and forth as he pleased. 

The brig was set on fire about twilight, and I think that Captain Anderson was on 
board of her with the English captain at the time that she was fired. This was on the 
11th of October (sea time, the 12th), The brig was burning all night, and as she had not 
gone down at daylight, the big gun forward on the “Viper” was fired at her with shot 
six or seven times, to sink her. She went down about 7 in the morning of the 12th. 

The “ Viper” then got under-way, and in the afternoon of that day we fell in with 
the English Commodore, | think in the steamer “ Vesuvius.” ‘The captain of the ‘“ Viper ”’ 
went on board, and, on his return, took back to the flag-ship Captain Anderson and the 
three passengers ; then, after remaining on board the ‘‘ Vesuvius” about half-an-hour, 
the captain of the ‘* Viper” and Captain Anderson returned to the “Viper,” leaving the 
three Spanish passengers on board the Commodore’s vessel. The captain of the ‘* Viper” 
then told me that he was going to land me at Cabinda, and when I told him that I did 
not wish to be left in such a place as that, he said that he had orders to land me there, 
and he would do so. J then begged him to put me in a boat, and let me get to the Congo 
as well as I could, which he refused, threatening me that if I said anything more about it, 
he would land me abreast of the vessel where there was no one living. 
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The steamer arrived at Cabinda on, I think, the 13th, about 8 p.m., and in the 
morning at daylight they landed us, viz., myself and another American seaman, named 
Peter Cordina, and seven foreigners, Portuguese and Spaniards, in one of their boats, on 
the beach at the foot of the town, and left us there. 

I had a little money, which was in my trunk, but I do not believe any of the others 
had. They were obliged to shift as they could, exchanging their clothes for fish and 
whatever they could get. The other American seaman shared with me. The others 
being able to speak with the natives, managed better than us. 

The head-man, Franco, let me and the other American stay in his house, and the 
others in the lower part of it, but he gave us nothing to eat. I had an American protec- 
tion on board, but it was in possession of Captain Anderson, and 1 neglected to get it. I 
told the English officers that I was an American citizen, and they replied to me that they 
did not care anything about that. 

We made the Cape de Verdes on our passage out, and then the next land we made 
was, as 1 stated before, the African coast, near to Banda Point. 

To the best of my belief Captain Anderson is an American citizen. He told me that 
he was born in England, but had been in the United States since he was a little voy. I 
have seen him for some time about New Orleans, sailing from there as mate and captain of 
American vessels. I think he is about 27 or 28 years of age. 

(Signed) WILLIAM PETERSON. 

Witnesses to signature : 

(Signed) J. W. A. Nicnorson, Lieutenant, U.S.N. 
Witiiam C. West, U.S.N. 


The above-named person, William Peterson, appeared before me, this 20th day of 
October, in the year of our Lord 1858, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing, and 
his signature was witnessed in my presence. 

* Vincennes,” October 20, 1858. 


(Signed) B. J. Torren, Commander, U.S.N. 


1, William Peterson, of my own free will do solemnly swear, in addition to my 
previous statement, made on the 20th day of October, that the first time we were boarded 
by the “ Viper’s” boat was on Sunday, September 19th. The captain of the “ Viper ” 
came on board accompanied by another officer who, [ think, was the purser, and was 
called Thompson. The captain of the “ Viper” then examined our papers, and in about 
half-an-hour left us. 

The second time we were boarded was on the 11th of October, in the morning. The 
“Viper” was not in sight. The boat was a launch, and only one officer in her, who said 
that he was the gunner of the “ Viper.” He examined our papers, and made some memo- 
randums in his book, He left us after about fifteen or twenty minutes. 

The third time we were boarded was on the same day, the 11th of October, about 
1 p.m.; the “‘ Viper” was then near to us. The captain of the “ Viper” came on board 
accompanied by the same officer who had attended him on the first occasion (Mr. ‘Thomp- 
son) ; our papers were then examined for the third time, and on this occasion the crew was 
mustered. 

I forgot to mention in my previous statement that, on this third visit, when the 
captain of the ‘‘ Viper” told Captain Anderson that he would “take us in tow unless he 
gave up the vessel,” that he also said, “ I will give you two hours to make up your mind.” 
The captain of the “ Viper” then returned to his vessel, leaving the other officer on board 
with Captain Anderson. In about half-an-hour this officer made some signal to the 
‘« Viper,” when the captain of the “ Viper” came on board. It was then I saw that the 
flag had been hauled down, and I heard the order given to open the hatches. 

The “Rufus Soule” was a strong, well-built, and tight vessel. She leaked only enough 
to keep her sweet. We only pumped her out every morning, when fifteen or twenty 
strokes would be sufficient to clear her. She was repaired at New Orleans in 1857. 

(Signed) WILLIAM PETERSON. 

Witnesses to signature : 

(Signed) J. W. A. Nicnotson, Lieutenant, U.S.N. 
Wittram C. West, Lieutenant, U.S.N. 


The above-named person, William Peterson, appeared before me this Ist day of 
November, in the year of our Lord 1858, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing, and 
his signature was witnessed in my presence. 

(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN, Commander, U.S.S. “ Vincennes.” 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 620. 


Commander Totten, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Hodgkinson. 


: ‘© Vincennes,” Loanda, October 22, 1858. 

I HAVE to ask that you will do me the favour to furnish me with a statement of 
the facts in relation to the capture and destruction by fire of the brig ‘‘ Rufus Soulé,’ on 
or about the 11th or 12th of this month, to the north of Cabinda. 

I would beg leave particularly to ask information on the following points, viz. :— 

Ist. If she had the American flag flying when visited by your boat. 

2ndly. If her papers were found correct. 

3rdly. If the American flag was still flying when her hatches were opened ; and, if 
not, under what circumstances and when it was hauled down. 

I ask these questions because I have information that the ‘‘ Rufus Soulé” was captured 
by the ‘ Viper.” 
am 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 620. 


Lieutenant Hodgkinson to Commander Totten, U.S.N. 
Sir, “Viper,” Loanda, October 23, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 22nd of 
October, relative to the capture of a brigantine called the ‘ Rufus Soulé,” and containing 
three categorical questions :— 

Ist. Had the vessel the American flag flying at the time she was visited by the boat ? 
—A. She had the American flag flying; and from information from the British Govern- 
ment dated the 8th and 22nd July last, there was every just cause to believe that in this 
case a fraudulent use of the flag was being made, and that the vessel was engaged in the 
Slave Trade; consequently she was visited. 

2ndly. If her papers were correct ?—A. In my opinion they were incorrect ; some of 
them undoubtedly so. 

3rdly. If the American flag was still flying when the hatches were opened, and, if 
not, under what circumstances and when was it hauled down ?—A. The American flag was 
not flying when the vessel's hatches were opened ; neither had a single seaman quitted the 
visiting boat up to the period of the opening of the hatches. The flag and papers were 
thrown into the sea by the voluntary act of the captain, without even a suggestion on my 
part. She was boarded at 1°30 p.m., and I should think it was 2 p.m., as nearly as 
possible, that the captain committed the act mentioned above. 

I have answered your questions as frankly as possible, and in the same spirit as 
shown in your letter. I trust that they will ere ample and satisfactory to you. 

ave, &c. 
(Signnd) AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 620. 
Commander Totten, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Hodgkinson. 


Sir, “ Vincennes,” Loanda, October 23, 1858. 

YOUR communication in reply to mine of yesterday is received, and I regret to say 
that it is not entirely satisfactory, inasmuch as nothing is therein said in relation to 
the destruction by fire, previous to a judicial condemnation, of the ‘‘ Rufus Soulé.” 
Also in relation to the papers of said vessel. I have information that she was visited 
on three separate occasions, and her papers examined, on each of which examinations 
a period of about twenty days clapsed. If so, and the papers not correct, why these 
several examinations ? 

You also say nothing in relation to the disposition of the crew of said “ Rufus Soule,” 
two of them being American citizens. 

Crass B. 3 P 
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As you are now under weigh, will you be pleased to say where and when I may hear 

again from you, or have an opportunity of communicating ? . 
, I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 620. 
Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Willis. 


(Extract.) Kinsembo, October 23, 1858. 
THE barque ** Seamew ” sailed from here the 19th instant for Salem, passengers all 
well. 

The captain of the brig “ Rufus Soule” was put on shore here last Sunday from Her 
Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Viper.” He was taken the Monday previous by the 
same steamer off the mouth of the River Congo, and took passage to the United States 
in the barque ‘‘ Seamew.”’ His statement was as follows :— 

He was boarded by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Viper,” some three weeks since, 
and showed his papers all correct, having sailed from Matanzas for Fernando Po. After 
Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “‘ Viper” left him, he stood on to this coast, and fell in with 
a boat of the same steamer again, and was boarded by the gunner, and proved still to be 
legal. After the boat left him, he stood out to sea again, and remained out twenty-one 
days, and then stood in to the coast again, and again fell in with Her Britannic Majesty’s 
steamer ‘‘ Viper,” and was boarded by the same. The Commander then told him that he was 
suspicious of him, and if he did not choose to throw his flag and papers overboard, he would 
be under the necessity of towing him to an American man-of-war, and he gave him two 
hours to consider. At the expiration of the two hours, the Commander went on board 
again, and advised him to throw his flag and papers, saying that by so doing he would 
Jet him get clear, and would also protect all his personal property; and after some time 
the captain of the brig complied, and gave up his vessel, when they immediately went to 
work and took all the valuables out of the vessel, and set fire to her, fired six shots into 
her, and sunk her. When the steamer hove in sight here last Sunday, he was then bound 
up to Loanda; but secing an American vessel, I suppose they thought it a good chance to 
get clear of the captain. The English Commander also told the captain previous to 
coming in here that when he should arrive at Loanda he would have to keep secreted, 
and not on any account to let the American Consul see him. 

The captain of the brig ‘‘ Rufus Soule,” his name is Anderson. He says he has still 
got the brig’s register, and did not throw it overboard with the papers. 

The above is a correct statement to the best of my knowledge, which I heard from 


so 


the captain of the brig “ Rufus Soulé, 





Inclosure 9 in No. 620. 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson to Commander Totten, U.S.N. 


Sir, “ Viper,” off Snake’s Head, October 26, 1858. 

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd October, and 
regret that the answers to your questions in my letter of the 22nd are not satisfactory. 

I beg to point out to you that the three questions in your first letter related to 
proceedings anterior to the vessel becoming a prize; therefore [ answered them as openly 
as possible. After a vessel has forfeited her right’ to the protection of the flag of any 
State or nation, she then comes under certain Acts of Parliament, and it is by those that 
we are guided ; the destruction by fire or other means is by those Acts perfectly recognized, 
certain surveys and formalities having been completed, which insure the-vessel’s condemna- 
tion at the Court of Admiralty. 

I have already given you my opinion of the papers of the vessel in question. As to 
her being visited on three occasions, your informant is better informed than lam. She 
made the land on the 19th of September, off the Killoo river, was chased and boarded by 
the ‘‘ Viper.” J! myself went to her, as I saw so many Spaniards about her decks. I had 
then no information from the British Government about the vessel; so after glancing 
merely at her papers, she proceeded on her voyage after I had been on board about five 
minutes. I felt perfectly certain, from what | saw then, what the vessel's errand on that 
coast was, and advised Commodore Wise (by letter) of her arrival, and my suspicions 
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regarding her. I saw no more of her until the 11th of October, when she was captured 
under the circumstances already detailed. 

As to the crew, all were landed, according to the Acts of Parliament, at a civilized and 
inhabited part of the coast, viz., Cabinda. The captain was not landed there, as both 
Commodore Wise and myself thought that it would be better to separate him from the 
Spanish crew, as they might have done him some injury on shore. 

In conclusion, I would suggest that, as this correspondence may lead to some 
difficulties between us, it would perhaps be better if the letters that have passed hitherto, 
together with any others that you may wish to write, should be forwarded to the Commander- 
in-chief, Admiral Grey, through the Senior Officer. 

Both Admiral Grey and Commodore Wise have been informed by me of all the 
particulars of the capture of the vessel in question, and, doubtless, would be able to give 
you more satisfactory answers than I seem to be able to. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 620. 
Commander Totten, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Hodgkinson. 


Sir, * Vincennes,” October 31, 1858. 
YOUR communication of the 26th is received. As you suggest (and, probably, it is 
the proper course), I shall refer all the information I have obtained in relation to the 
capture and destruction by fire of the “ Rufus Soulé” to the Commander-in-chief of the 
United States’ naval forces on this station, and also to my Government. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 620. 

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Dallas. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 1859. 

WITH reference to the letter which you addressed to my predecessor on the 12th of 

April last, requesting that a full inquiry might be made into the circumstances attending 

the seizure and destruction of the brigantine “ Rnfus Soulé” by Her Majesty’s ship 

“Viper ” off the African coast, in the month of October 1858, I beg leave to acquaint 

you that I am now enabled to furnish you with the following particulars relating to this 
transaction :— 

It will be necessary, however, in order to a right appreciation of the proceedings that 
took place in regard to the “ Rufus Soulé,”’ that some account should be given of the 
history of this vessel previously to her arrival on the African coast. 

In the month of June 1858, the “ Rufus Soulé’’ arrived at the port of Matanzas in 
Cuba, owned and commanded by Captain Davis. She was, shortly after her arrival, sold 
to aSpanish subject, a noted slave-dealer, her American captain and crew were discharged, 
and a Spanish master and crew shipped, and on the 6th of July the vessel was cleared, and 
sailed for the African coast, nominally under the command of her former mate, Anderson, 
who was to personate the character of American master, in the event of the vessel being 
overhauled by a British cruizer; but the ‘‘ Rufus Soulé” was actually in charge of the 
Spanish captain and crew. 

The sale of this vessel, her destination, and the object of her voyage, were so publicly 
canvassed at the time at Matanzas, that the British Vice-Consul considered it his duty 
to represent the case to the United States’ Consul at that port, in order that he 
might bring it to the attention of the Commander of an American ship-of-war which was 
then in the harbour of Matanzas ; but the “ Rufus Soulé” left the port before the United 
States’ Consul had an opportunity of communicating with the American naval officer. 

The “‘ Rufus Soule” in due course arrived on the African coast, and on the 19th 
of September she was first met with by Lieutenant Hodgkinson, commanding Her 
oe ship “ Viper,” and visited by him, for the purpose of ascertaining her nation- 
ality. 

The following is an extract from Lieutenant Hodgkinson’s report to the Secretary to 
the Admiralty of what passed on this occasion :— . 

3P 2 
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“ Viper,” off Killoo River, September 19, 1858. 

‘“‘T have the honour to inform you that on the 19th instant a brigantine was seen 
standing in for the land. The wind being light, I expected that she would pass close to 
us, and therefore waited until 10°30 a.m., when, finding the wind fresher, I steamed ont, 
and at L p.m. came up with the ‘ Rufus Soulé of New Orleans. Ler suspicious appear- 
ance (the hull was old, and, evidently, she was not cared for as a legal trader under the 
American flag usually is), together with the Spaniards that were visible on board, induced 
me to visit her. 

‘The captain received me with civility. On demanding his register he demurred to 
producing that document. It was, however, at length produced. In my opinion it was 
sag the lower seal was very indistinct, but it was evident that the seal had been 

lere. 

‘The captain produced voluntarily his other papers, consisting of articles and a 
sealed clearance from the Spanish authorities at Matanzas. The articles did not seem to 
me, particularly on the agreement with the crew to sail the ship from Matanzas to 
Fernando Po, to be certified in a proper manner by the Consul. The captain excused 
himself from going to Fernando Po on account of the passengers—three in number, all 
with passports, who were to be landed at the Congo previous to the vessel going to 
Fernando Po. 

“ Taking all circumstances into consideration, I allowed the vessel to proceed on her 
voyage to the Congo. I did not search her in any way. At the same time, I must say 
that the ‘ Rufus Soulé’ is a most suspicious vessel. Her cargo, which is entered ina 
book, not in a regular manifest (the real manifest is scaled up), is exactly of the very 
nature that constitutes a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade.” 

On the 11th of October the Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Viper” again fell in 
with the “ Rufus Soulé ;” but in the interval between the first and second time of meeting 
this vessel, Lieutenant Hodgkinson had received information from Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and also from the African coast, which revealed the true character of the “ Rufus 
Soulé.”’ 

The subjoined is an extract from Lieutenant Hodgkinson’s Report of what took place 
on the second time of mecting the “ Rufus Soulé.” 

It should be premised that, one of the boats of Her Majesty's ship “ Viper” having 
been on detached service, the “ Viper” was running down the coast to pick her up when 
she sighted the “ Rufus Soulé”’ for the second time. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson reports as follows :— 

“About 11 o’clock a.m. on the 11th of October a brigantine was seen, and, shortly 
afterwards, the cutter in chase. 

‘The brigantine held on her course close to the wind on the starboard tack, which, 
at 1°20, brought her down close to us. She had the American flag flying, and, although 
her name (which had been most conspicuously displayed on boards, with gilt letters) had 
disappeared, and the name entirely obliterated from the stern, we had no difficulty in 
making her out to be the ‘ Rufus Sou/é,’ the vessel that I had visited on a previous 
occasion. 

“Having the communication of the British Government with me, I boarded, and 
having read it to the captain, I taxed him with being engaged in the Slave Trade. I 
then asked him if he had any objection to his crew being mustered by the articles; he 
said that he had none, and on proceeding to the muster the result was, that out of the 
whole crew on board there was only one seaman that answered to his name on the paper, 
and he was the sole American seaman on board the ship.” 

At this stage of the proceedings the “ Viper’s” cutter returned, when Lieutenant 
Hodgkinson repaired on board his own ship to receive the report of the officer who had 
been in charge of the boat, leaving Mr. Thonipson, the officer who had accompanied him in 
his visit to the “ Rufus Soulé,” still on board that vessel. 

The following is an extract from the Report of the officer who had been in charge of 
the boat :— 

“ At daylight on the morning of the I 1th of October, being in charge of the cutter of 
Her Majesty’s ship * Viper,’ and cruizing otf banda Point for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, | sighted a brigantine an anchor, and made towards her. When drawing near, I 
observed her slip her cable and make all sail to the northward and westward, close hauled 
off the land on the port-tack beating to windward. 

“I arrived on board after chasing for four hours, when I asked the following questions : 
What was the name of the vessel; the captain answered, ‘ Rufus Soule.’ When I said, 
We boarded you before, off Kilongo, he directly said No, and that this was the first day he 
had made the land, and that he was bound for Fernando Po. I then said, You are a great 
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deal out of your reckoning ; when he replied, I don’t know what part of the coast we are 
on, my chronometers are out of order. He then asked me whereabouts he was; when I 
told him about seven miles to the north of Banda Point. Before I left him he told me all 
his men were sick, and that he did not know what he should do if it was not for the 
three passengers (Spaniards) that were on board. He then inquired where my ship was; 
I told him the ‘ Viper’ was some miles to the north, but that I expected her up in the 
course of the day, when he said that he would endeavour to fall in with her. 

“I then left the ‘ Rufus Soulé,’ at 9 a.m., and close-hauled the cutter for Banda Point. 
When about four miles to windward of her, I observed him back, and stand to the south- 
ward, in a directly opposite way either to meet the ‘ Viper’ or to make good his way to 
Fernando Po. | then anchored, when he shortly after crossed my bows about three miles 
a-head of the cutter, still going southward, and standing for Banda Point. I then again 
weighed in chase, and at | p.m. observed a steamer, which proved to be Her Majesty's ship 
* Viper.’ ” : 

On being made acquainted, verbally, with the substance of the above Report, Licute- 
nant Hodgkinson was about to return to the “ Rufus Soule,” when he observed the American 
colours and papers to be thrown overboard. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson states as follows :— 

“No influence on my part was used towards the captain to induce him to commit this 
act, with the exception of informing him that, from correct information, he was a slaver : 
neither were any threats or inducements held out by Mr. Thompson. 

“What, perhaps, operated more strongly on the mind of the master of the ‘ Rufus 
Soule? than anything I could bring to bear upon him, was that in this case it was not, as 
is usual in most slave-vessels, that the balance of power is equally divided, that is to say, 
that the American portion of the crew are equal in number, or nearly so, to the Spanish ; 
here all the power was in t!ie hands of the Spaniards, who entirely governed the Americans, 
only three in number, namely, the captain, the mate, a Swede (though, according to 
his own account, a naturalized citizen of the United States), and one seaman; one 
other American seaman having died, from sheer brutality and neglect, three days before 
her capture. Constantly had there been disputes, and the Spaniards had threatened, the 
moment the slaves were shipped, to do away with the Americans. This it was I afterwards 
found to be what worked on the captain’s mind more than anything we could have said to 
him. 

“ After the vessel’s papers and colours were thrown away, my boat’s crew came in, 
and on the hatches being opened, the ‘ Rufus Soulé’ was found to be as fully equipped for 
the Slave Trade as any vessel could be. I never, however, in all my experience of vessels 
taken out here, saw one so ill-found. She was upwards of eighteen years old, and leaky. 

“ Having one prize-crew already away, 1 should not have been justified in sending this 
vessel to Sierra Leone without a large crew, and I therefore had her surveyed and 
destroyed. 

“The ‘ Rufus Soule,’ from the captain’s statement, had been privately sold, that is to 
say, no transfer of either register or articles took place: the old crew were paid off, a fresh 
one was entered, and the papers, articles, and all, were got from the American Consul by 
means of money furnished by a Sefor Toriento. The Consul’s name was not appended 
to the re-entered crew, although it was to the crew paid off.” 

It only remains for me now, Sir, in order to complete this case, to quote the following 
statement from the Report of Mr. Thompson, the officer who accompanied the Commander 
of the “ Viper” on the occasion of his second visit to the ‘ Rufus Soulé,” when that vessel 
became a prize to Her Majesty’s ship. 

Mr. Thompson states that, on his accompanying Lieutenant Hodgkinson on board 
the “ Rufus Soulé,” that officer “ taxed Captain Anderson with his vessel being engaged in 
the Slave Trade, at the same time reading to him information received from the British 
Government of this very vessel, and also quoting information received from Killongo. To 
this Captain Anderson, after some little hesitation, denied that he was engaged in the Slave 
Trade. : 

“The captain was asked if he had any objection to produce his papers ; he had none, 
and, on obtaining them, Lieutenant Hodgkinson asked the captain if he had any objection 
to his crew being mustered: the captain said he had none. I was then ordered to call 
over the names of the crew (thirteen in number), when only one answered to his name, 
J. Coutino, an American seaman. 

‘* Lieutenant Hodgkinson then informed Captain Anderson that all the circumstances 
combined made the suspicions he already entertained as to his being a slaver still stronger, 
and that he would not be doing his duty if he allowed him to proceed without watching 
him, and that he should therefore remain by him. 
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** Lieutenant Hodgkinson then repaired on board his own ship, leaving me on board 
the ‘ Rufus Soul, to convey or answer any questions the captain might have to offer. 

‘Shortly after Lieutenant Hodgkinson left, the mate (W. Peterson, a Swede, but a 
naturalized American), came aft to me, and said he hoped I would protect him and his 
property ; that he was afraid of the Spaniards (the Spanish captain having landed at Killoo 
on the evening of the 19th of September) ; that he had a wife and children in America 4 
and that in shipping for mate, if he had only known what lay the ship was on, he would 
not have come, he at that time not having found out the voyage she was going on, and on 
finding it out was afraid to say anything on account of the Spaniards, they being in the 
preponderance. 1 proceeded to ask him what he meant, when he replied, ‘It is no 
use to carry on this way, for you know what we are.’ 

“[ then taxed him with the vessel being an illegal trader, when he said, ‘ Yes, the 
vessel is.’ 

“The captain, Thomas Anderson, during this conversation was down below packing 
up his things (of this he subsequently informed me), when, on receiving a message from 
Licutenant Hodgkinson, directing me to inform the captain that he thought his vessel was 
going in rather close, and that he had better go about, I sent down to the captain, who 
came on deck, and put the ship about ; but on his giving the necessary orders, I noticed 
that the crew appeared perfectly indifferent as to whether they obeyed him or not (which I 
casually pointed out to him), when he replied, ‘It’s no use, I'll give her up to you as a 
slaver, and choose the least of two evils. He also said if we had only waited five minutes 
longer the first time we boarded him on the 19th of September, he would have given her 
up then, and we should have a lot of money; and he added that he was sorry he did not, 
now that he found how the Spaniards had treated him. 

“The captain then voluntarily threw his papers and colours overboard, when I waived 
to the ‘ Viper’ for a boat, and at 2°30 p.m. Lieutenant Hodgkinson came on board, when 
I delivered over to him the vessel, the captain acknowledging that he had no papers or 
colours, and that he claimed no nationality. 

©“On kaving the ‘Rufus Soulé’ to go on board the ‘ Viper,’ Captain Anderson 
observed, Ah! there’s my niggers on the beach; and if it had not been for the rollers. 
he would have shipped them the night before, and that neither the ‘ Viper’ nor the 
‘ Viper’s’ boats would have seen him during the short time that would have sutticed for 
transporting the negrocs from the shore to the ‘ Rufus Soulé.’? ” 

I do not doubt that the foregoing statements will convince the Government of the 
United States that the information on which the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship 
‘‘ Viper” acted was well founded, and that the ‘ Rufus Soule” was at the time of her 
capture engaged in the Slave Trade, and that she was not entitled to the protection of the 
United States’ flag. 

The case of the “ Rufus Soulé” is, in fact, only a type of many cases in which vessels 
have been enabled to carry on the Slave Trade under the American flag by means of papers 
fraudulently obtained, or by retaining their American papers after the vessels have been 
transferred to foreigners. 

Before concluding this note I cannot help observing on the readiness with which credence 
has, in many instances, been given by United States’ officers and by the United States’ Govern- 
ment, to statements made by individuals who have formed portions of the crews of slave- 
vessels which have been captured by British cruizers, and which have not been entitled to the 
protection of the United States’ flag. On the representation of these persons, unsupported 
by any corroborative testimony, complaints have been made by the United States’ Govern- 
ment to the Government of Her Majesty; and it is the knowledge on the part of the 
slave-dealers that their complaints are listened to by United States’ officers, and their cases 
taken up by the United States’ Government, that has not a little emboldened their proceed- 
ings, and tended so much to the abuse of the American flag. 

In making the foregoing observations, I can assure you, Sir, that Ido so not in any 
captious spirit, nor. with the wish to shield British officers from the just consequences of 
any improper interference on their part with bond fide American vessels, but because I 
believe the Cabinet of Washington to be sincerely desirous to put a stop to the prostitution 
of the United States’ flag for Slave Trade purposes, and because nothing wauld tend so 
much to this end as its being well understood by the slave-traders that no case would be 
taken up by the United States’ Government, unless on satisfactory proof that the vessel 
on behalf of which a complaint may have been made was bond fide entitled to the protection 
of the American flag. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 621. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 42.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 17, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda,* containing information relative to the extent to 
which the American flag is abused for Slave Trade purposes, and inclosing copies of a 
correspondence which has passed between him and the Commander of the United States’ 
ship of war “ Vincennes,”’ on this subject. 





I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 622. 
Lord Lyons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received December 20.! 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Washington, December 6, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a note in which, in obedience to the 
instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 32 of the 16th ultimo, I have 
communicated to General Cass the substance of the official reports which have been 
received by Her Majesty’s Government respecting the “ Rebecca” and the ‘J. Harris,” 
two vessels under the American flag engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) LYONS. 
Inclosure in No. 622. 
ward Syons to General Cass. 
‘Sir, Washington, December 3, 1859. 


I AM directed by Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
communicate to you the substance of official reports which have been made to Her 
Majesty’s Government respecting two vessels under the American flag, the ‘ Rebecca,” of 
New Orleans, and the “J. Harris,” of New York, which appear to have been recently 
engaged in the Slave Trade on the coast. 

It seems that a ship-rigged vessel anchored in Londino Bay, aiid having no flag flying 
was visited on the 5th September last by three officers from Her Majesty’s ship 
“Vesuvius.” These officers report that by her registry (which they believe to be correct), 
the vessel was shown to be the ‘* Rebecca,” of New Orleans, 534 tons, ship-rigged, owned 
by the Spanish house of Pratts, Pujol and Co., and commanded by a Mr. Carter, who was 
apparently an Englishman. They state further, that Carter did not conceal his intention 
of shipping slaves ; that he said that he should first proceed to the Congo, and that he 
expressed great pleasure on hearing of the escape with a cargo of slaves, in June last, of a 
vessel belonging to his owners, called the “ Brownsville.” 

Her Majesty’s Government are informed that the ‘‘ Rebecca’’ had been detained by 
the United States’ Marshal for one day at New Orleans, but had been released for want of 
proof of her being engaged in the Slave Trade; that she had subsequently sailed thence 
with the emancipated slaves of the late Mr. Mc Donough, of that city, and that she had 
since visited the Mayumba. She is stated to be one of the swiftest sailing-vessels afloat. 
Her master showed several runs of more than 240 miles in 24 hours laid down upon the 
chart. 

With respect to the other case, that of the “J. Harris,” it appears, that in conse- 
quence of information that slaves were actually on the beach, branded and destined to be 
shipped on board that vessel, she was visited off Whydah by officers from Her Majesty's 
ship ‘“ Falcon,”’ who ascertained by her papers, which were found to be correct, that she 
was entitled to carry the American flag. The master made no complaint respecting the 
visit. 

In bringing the foregoing particulars to the knowledge of the Government of the 
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United States, I am instructed to say that Her Majesty’s Government cannot but lament to 
see the American flag thus prostituted. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
Cee 
No. 623. 
ord =yons to “ord J. Russell.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Washington, December 6, 1859. 


IN obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your Lordship’s despatch of the 
18th ultimo, No. 34, I yesterday took an opportunity of acquainting General Cass, 
verbally, with the suspicions entertained with regard to the “ Emily” and to other vessels 
under the American flag which have been recently visited by British cruizers on the Coast 
of Africa. 

General Cass said that the present Government of the United States had sent to 
the Coast of Africa and to the neighbourhood of the Island of Cuba a considerable number 
of vessels of the description best calculated to act against slavers, and were doing every- 
thing which depended upon them to prevent the trade in slaves being carried on under the 
American flag. 


I have, &e. 





(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 624. 
word Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Washington, December 6, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a note in which, in obedience to the 
instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatches of the 18th and 19th ultimo, Nos. 35 
and 38, | have communicated to the United States’ Government the substance of reports 
from Commodore Wise respecting the apathy concerning the suppression of the Slave 
Trade manifested by Commander Totten, of the United States’ corvette “ Vincennes.” 

[ have, &e. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 624. 
eord ™yons to General Cass. 
Sir, Washington, December 5, 1859. 


THE inclosed Memorandum will make you acquainted with the substance of official 
reports which have been received by Her Majesty’s Government respecting the proceedings 
of Commander Totten, of the United States’ ship ‘‘ Vincennes,” on the Coast of Africa. 

T have been instructed to communicate this information to the Government of the 
United States, and in doing so to state that it is not the intention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to make any comments upon the apparent apathy of Commander Totten in 
the fulfilment of the duties with which he was specially entrusted, because Her Majesty’s 
Government feel convinced that the Government of the United States, on being made 
acquainted with the facts, will not fail to take the necessary steps to ascertain whether, in 
the case of the “‘ Isla de Cuba’’ and in the cases of the other vessels referred to, that officer 
took proper measures to prevent the flag of the United States from being used as a cloak 
to cover the Traffic in Slaves. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) LYONS. 


UNITED STATES. 481 
Inclosure 2 in No. 624. . 
Memorandum. 


ON the 15th August, 1859, Commodore Wise, senior officer of Her Majestv’s naval 
forces on the West Coast of Africa, addressed a letter to Commander B. J. Totten, of the 
United States’ corvette ‘* Vincennes,” informing him that the noted slavers “ Memphis,” 
“ Star of the West,” and “Ottawa,” were openly cruizing, under American colours, between 
Ambriz and the Congo, waiting until the slaves were collected to form their cargoes. 
Commodore Wise added that very many slavers, under American colours, were still on the 
coast, while a considerable number had escaped since the Ist of January, owing to the 
protection afforded by the American flag. Finally, the Commodore stated the circum- 
stances which led him to believe that the “ Vincennes” would have it in her power to 
capture the “ Memphis” and the “ Star of the Eust,” together with several other slavers 
under American colours, and urged Commander Totten to bring his ship to the spot as 
svon as possible; or, if he were precluded from doing that, to dispatch boats to the 
neighbourhood of Bahia Fonda. 

This letter was delivered to Commander Totten, on the 19th August, at St. Paul de 
Loanda by Lieutenant Burton, commanding Her Majesty’s ship ‘Triton.”” Commander 
Totten attended to the representation made to him so far as to dispatch two boats, which 
were conveyed by the “ Triton” to Bahia Bay, and which proceeded thence on the 24th 
August along the coast as far as the Congo, but no satisfactory result was obtained. 

On the 26th August Lieutenant Burton communicated with the ‘ Vincennes” at 
Fonda Bay, and pointed out to Commander Totten the slave-vessel “* Memphis,” bearing 
north-west. The wind being very light, Lieutenant Burton offered to get up steam and 
tow the boats of the ‘“ Vincennes” to examine the “ Memphis ;” but Commander Totten 
declined this offer, saying that he thought he could overtake her in his own ship. He did 
not, however, attempt to do so, and in consequence of this want of alacrity the ‘* Memphis” 
escaped a visit which must, it is believed, have resulted in her capture. 

On the 28th August Commodore Wise wrote a second letter to Commander Totten, 
transmitting to him information which showed that several vessels had obtained genuine 
American papers by means of gross perjury. Commodore Wise had fallen in with one of 
these vessels, the “ Isla de Cuba,” in Black Point Bay, flying American colours. The 
beach at the time was thronged with natives, who were, it was believed, on the point of being 
shipped on board. The “ Isla de Cuba” having been visited, a register, obtained by the 
nefarious practices referred to, was produced, on which the Christian name of the master 
had been altered from “ John” to “ Lauren.” 

On the following morning Commodore Wise, having well considered the case, felt 
convinced that he should not be justified in leaving the “ Isla de Cuba” at liberty. She 
had, indeed, hoisted United States’ colours, but the Commodore was persuaded that her 
assumption of being American was fraudulent. He knew that she was the property of the 
Portuguese slave-dealer Reis, and that her real master was a Portuguese of the name of 
Correa. He had discovered that she was fully fitted for the Slave Trade; her slave- 
coppers, water, and provisions being on board, and her slave-deck partially laid. He 
conceived therefore that his only course was to send her to one of the cruizers of the 
country to which she claimed to belong, that being, in his opinion, the most effective method 
of exposing the nefarious practices by which Spaniards and Portuguese contrive to carry 
on the Slave Trade under the protection of the United States’ flag. Having stated these 
circumstances, Commodore Wise concluded his letter by expressing his conviction that 
Commander Totten would make every exertion to bring the master, owners, and crew of 
the ‘‘ Isla de Cuba” to the punishment they so justly deserved. 

On the 20th of August Commodore Wise placed an officer on board the “Isla de 
Cuba,” and instructed him to transfer her to the jurisdiction of the United States’ corvette 
“Vincennes” at St. Paul de Loanda, or to that of any other American man-of-war he 
might fall in with. 

On the Ist of September Commodore Wise communicated with the ‘ Vincennes,” 
and furnished her commander with a duplicate of the letter of the 28th of August 
mentioned above. 

Commander Totten’ informed Commodore Wise that he was on his way to Porto 
Praya, and that he expected to go on thence to America; but, in compliance with a 
requisition from the Commodore, he promised to remain seven days at Mayumba, to which 
place the Commodore had ordered the officer in charge of the “ Isla de Cuba” to proceed 
with that vessel in the event of his not meeting the “ Vincennes” at Loanda. 

On the 7th of September Commodore Wise himself anchored at Mayumba, and was 
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much surprised to ascertain, from the whalers at the anchorage, that the “ Vincennes ” 
had not even looked into that neighbourhood. Two days after the “ Isla de Cuba” 
arrived, and the officer in charge reported that not having found the ‘“ Vincennes” at 
Loanda he had followed her with all despatch along the coast, and should have fallen in 
with her had Commander Totten adhered to his engagement. 

By the breach of that engagement Commodore Wise was deprived of the only means 
of bringing the “ Isla de Cuba” to justice, except sending her to the United States. This 
he did not deem it expedient to do for the reason (among others) that she was so badly 
fitted that he did not not feel justified in exposing a crew to encounter, in so unseaworthy 
a vessel, the weather which prevails on the American coast in the winter months. He was 
therefore obliged to release her, and she forthwith made all sail to Black Point. 

It is not doubted that her Portuguese captain will there have taken on buard her 
cargo of slaves, and that thus this vessel will be added to the long list of those who have 
carried on the Slave Trade with impunity under the American flag. 





No. 625. 
Sord Syons to Sord J. Russell—(Received December 20.) 


(No. 29. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Washington, December 6, 1859. 

I HAD on the 3rd instant the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 
19th ultimo, No. 36, and inclosing a copy of a letter in which Rear-Admiral Sir Frederick 
Grey has referred to the necessity of larger powers being furnished to the Commanders of 
United States’ cruizers, with regard to detaining vessels equipped for the Slave Trade. 

In my despatch of the 11th October last, No. 24, 1 had the honour to transmit to 
your Lordship a copy of a memorandum on the subject, which I had given to General Cass 
the day before. Rather more than a fortnight ago, I called the attention of the State 
Department to this Memorandum, among other matters pending with this Legation, which 
required to be taken into consideration before the meeting of Congress. I had on that 
occasion some conversation upon the subject with Mr. Appleton, the Assistant Secretary 
of State, and I spoke yesterday to General Cass about it. 

General Cass and Mr. Appleton are both of opinion that it would be in the highest 
degree imprudent to bring the question before Congress in the present excited state of 
public feeling on all matters connected with slavery. General Cass, indeed, told me 
yesterday, confidentially, that the Cabinet had thought it desirable to take particular pains 
to avoid giving occasion for a debate in Congress upon the Slave Trade. The only safe 
course for those who, like the President and himself, sincerely desired the “ee of 
the Traffic, was, General Cass, said, to endeavour in a quiet manner to.make the most 
effectual use of the powers which the Executive already possessed for that purpose. Any 
agitation of the question in Congress would, he feared, be much more likely to lead to a 
restriction, than to an enlargement, of those powers. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 626. 
“ord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 43.) ; 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 23, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith 1 copy of a letter from the Commander of 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Spitfire” to the Secretary of the Admiralty,* reporting the capture 
of a brigantine without colours, papers, or name, having on board 500 slaves. 

It would, however, appear from the accompanying extract of a report from the 
Governor of Sierra Leone, to which Colony the prize was sent for adjudication, that the 
brigantine in question was supposed to be the “ J. Harris” of New York. ; 

This vessel is one of! those mentioned in my despatch No. 32 of the 16th ultimo, as 
having been visited off Whydah by officers from Her Majesty’s ship “ Falcon,” on which 
occasion she was furnished with American colours and papers. __ ; ; 

Your Lordship will take an opportunity of verbally acquainting Generai Cass of this 
capture. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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word Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received December 26.) 
(No. 30.) 
My Lord, Washington, December 12, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a note in which General 
Cass has acknowledged the receipt of the note which I addressed to him on the 3rd instant, 
respecting two vessels under the American flag, the ‘* Rebecca” of New Orleans, and the 
‘‘ J. Harris” of New York, supposed to have been recently engaged in the Slave Trade. 
A “— of my note was transmitted to your Lordship with my despatch of the 6th instant, 
No. 26. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


———SS 


Inclosure in No. 627. 
General Cass to Sord ™yons. 


My Lord, Department of State, Washington, December 8, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s note of the 3rd 
instant, respecting two vessels under the American flag, the ‘ Rebecca,” of New Orleans, 


and the “J. Harris,” of New York, supposed to have been recently engaged in the Slave 
Trade. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) = LEW. CASS. 





No. 628, 


sord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 44.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 29, 1859. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying copies of a letter 
and its inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Viper,”* reporting the 
circumstances under which he visited the American ship ‘‘ Rebecca,” of New York, in the 
Congo river in the month of September last. 

I also inclose copies of a letter and its inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Archer,”t relative to the boarding of the brigantine ‘‘ Frances Ellen,” of Charleston, 
by an officer from Her Majesty’s ship under his command. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 629. 


aord J. Russell to Sord =yons. 
(No. J.) . 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 4, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith copies of a despatch and its inclosures 
irom Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Michael’s,t containing information respecting the move- 
ments of the noted slave-yacht “‘ Wanderer,” and the proceedings of her master since she 
clandestinely left Savannah in the month of October last. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 630. 


qord J. Russell to “ord Syons. 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 14, 1860. 

1 INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from the Commander 
of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Triton,”’* reporting the circumstanees under which he boarded the 
brig ‘‘ Tavernier,” under American colours, and stating his suspicions that this vessel is 
intended to be employed in the Slave T'rsde. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 631. 


mord Syons to Bord J. Russell.—(Received January 30.) 

(No. 1 

My Lord, Washington, January 17, 1860. 
IN obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your Lordship’s despatch of the 

9th ultimo, No. 40, I this morning took an opportunity of acquainting General Cass with 

the tenour of the orders given, on the 4th October last, by Commodore Wise to the 

Commanders of British cruizers on the coast of Africa, with regard to co-operating with 

the Commanders of cruizers of the United States. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
SE ee eee 
No. 632. 
word J. Russell to ord Syons. 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 81, 1860. 


I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners at the Havana,t representing the extent to which the Slave Trade is now 
carried on in Cuba, and the preparations that are making for pursuing this Traffic on a 
still more extended scale. 

Her Majesty’s Government have been for some time aware that the Slave Trade on 
the East Coast of Africa has been upon the increase, and that several large vessels under 
the American flag have shipped cargoes from thence for the Cuban market. 

The despatch now inclosed would seem to indicate an intention on the part of the 
slave-traders to resort more extensively to the Eastern Coast of the African cont‘nent, and 
the recent reinforcement of the United States’ squadron on the West Coast will doubtless 
account for this change. 

But on the East Coast of Africa, as far as Her Majesty’s Government are aware, there 
are no American cruizers, nor any authority competent to prevent the abuse of the 
American flag, either by United States’ vessels, or by vessels fraudulently assuming the 
flag of that country. 

I have to instruct your Lordship to take an opportunity of bringing this matter to the 
notice of General Cass, and in doing so, you will state that the object of Her Majesty’s 
Government in instructing you to make this communication, is to obviate those complica- 
tions which might arise owing to the absence of any United States’ officer to whom an 
appeal might be made by the Commanders of British cruizers when vessels engaged in the 
Slave Trade are suspected of fraudulently assuming the United a ood reg 

am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 633. 


ard J. Russell to Sord Syons. 

(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 

IINCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's 
Commissioner at Loanda,* reporting the capture by Her Majesty’s ship “Viper,” of the 
American brig “ Tavernier,” of New York, with 518 slaves, but without colours or 

apers. 

tid I have further to acquaint your Lordship that I have received intelligence of the 
condemnation of this vessel by the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 634. 


word Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received February 6.) 

No. 2. 

{ty Lord, Washington, January 22, 1860. 
IN obedience to the instruction contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 23rd 

ultimo, No. 43, I this morning took an opportunity of verbally acquainting General Cass 

of the capture, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Spitfire,” of a brigantine with 500 slaves on 


board, having no colours, papers, or mark of her name, but supposed to be the “J. Harris,” 
_ of New York. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 635. 
Sord J. Russell to Bord Byons. 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 6, 1860. 


IT is my painful duty to call your attention to the increased and increasing 
prosperity of the Slave ‘Trade, carried on between the West and East Coast of Africa 
and Cuba. 

It appears that the number of negroes introduced into Cuba last year was, according 
to actual information, 22,000, and according to estimate, 30,000. 

It appears further that United States’ capital has been more and more employed in 
this Traffic. 

{t is ascertained by repeated instances that the practice is for vessels to sail under 
the American flag. If the flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British 
cruizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though the equipment, the 
fittings, the water-casks, and other circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave Trade 
venture, no American cruizer can touch them. The Master, indeed, often taunts the 
Captain of a British cruizer with his impunity from capture. 

From the East Coast of Africa a most profitable Slave Trade is carried on, almost 
without interruption. 

It is such that a cargo of 1,000 slaves was lately embarked on board a single vessel, 
but the captain, finding he had not provisions and water for so many, deliberately threw 
overboard 400 of these unhappy beings when he got out to sea. , 

The Governments of France, the United States, Portugal, and Brazil, have 
on with the Government of Great Britain, with a view to put an end to this 

raffic. 

The Government of Spain alone have persisted in screening and favouring this Trade. 
The corruption of Spanish official persons in the Island of Cuba is notorious. The price 
of connivance is publicly known, and many of these persons have returned to Spain, 
enriched by the gold they have amassed as the price of African blood. 

The engagements made by Spain with the British Government form part of the public 
law of Europe. 

’ In 1817, Spain concluded a Treaty with this country for the abolition of the Traffic 
in Slaves north of the Equator, and, in accordance with the stipulations of that Treaty, 
the British Government paid to that of Spain the sum of 400,0U0/. to compensate Spanish 
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subjects for losses which they might suffer as a necessary consequence of the abolition of 
the said Traffic. 

In 1835, a further Treaty was concluded by the Spanish Government with the 
Government of this country, by which Spain declared the Slave Trade to be totally and 
finally abolished in all parts of the world. Great Britain might enforce, by her own means, 
the observance of these Treaties ; but humanity recoils at a war undertaken to impose 
humanity by force and bloodshed: every expedient ought to be tried before an appeal to 
this last part is made. 

Her Majesty’s Government, therefore propose that the Ambassadors and Ministers of 
the Courts of France, the United States, Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, should be instructed 
to meet in London, in the month of May or June of the present year, to consider what. 
measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade, and finally provide for its 
total abolition. 


Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared to lay before such a Conference their 
views on this important but distressing subject. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 636. 


ord J. Russell to Bord Syons. 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 9, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a letter and its* 
inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton” to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty,* reporting the capture of a barque with upwards of 700 slaves on board, but 
without name, papers, or colours, and supposed to be the ‘“ Pamphylia,” a vessel that 
sailed from the Havana in the month of September last under the United States’ flag. 





Iam, &ce. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 637. 
Sord Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Washington, February 28, 1860. 


ON the 25th instant, in obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your 
Lordship’s despatch of the 3lst ultimo No. 3, I took an opportunity of drawing the 
attention of General Cass to the transfer of the operations of the slave-traders from the 
Western to the Eastern Coast of Africa. I pointed out that, so far as Her Majesty's 
Government are aware, neither are there any United States’ cruizers on the Eastern Coast, 
nor is there, on that Coast, any authority competent to prevent the abuse of the American 
flag by vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. I concluded by saying that the object of Her 
Majesty's Government in instructing me to make the communication was to obviate those 
complications which might arise from the absence of any United States’ officer to whom 
appeal might be made by the Commanders of British cruizers, with respect to vessels 
suspected of fraudulently assuming the American flag on the Eastern Coast. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of a short Memorandum which I thought it well 
to leave with General Cass, in order to guard against this matter being forgotten amidst 
the multitude. of subjects by which his attention is at this moment ae 

have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 637. 


Memorandum. 


IT appears that the Slave Trade has been for some time on the increase on the 
Eastern Coast of Africa, and that several large vessels, under the American flag, have 
shipped cargoes of slaves there for the Cuban market. There are now indications of an 
intention on the part of the slave-traders to resort still more extensively to the Eastern 
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Coast. This is, doubtless, to be accounted for by the recent reinforcement of the United 
States’ squadron on the Western Coast. 

It is believed that on the Eastern Coast of Africa there are no United States’ cruizers, 
and that there is there no authority competent to take cognizance of the abuse of the 
American flag, whether by vessels really American or by vessels fraudulently assuming the 
flag. It is desired to bring this matter to the notice of the Government of the United 
States, in order to obviate those complications which might be occasioned by the absence 
of any United States’ officer to whom an appeal might be made by the Commanders of 
British cruizers, when vessels engaged in the Slave Trade are suspected of fraudulently 
assuming the United States’ flag. 





No. 638. 


word J. Russell to Sord ™yons. 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 16, 1860. 

‘I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a letter and its 
inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto,”* reporting his having 
boarded the brigantine ‘ John R. Rhoades,” under American colours, for the purpose of 
verifying her nationality. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 639. 
eord “yons to Rord J. Russell—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Washington, March 5, 1860. 


ON the 2nd instant, in obedience to your Lordship’s orders, I read to General Cass 
your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th ultimo, No. 6, and left with him a copy of it. 

General Cass said that the United States’ Government would not fail to take into 
consideration the proposal which it contains, that the Ministers of the United States and 
of other Powers shall meet in London in the month of May or June next, to consider what 
measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c 
(Signed) LYONS. 





No. 640. 


word Syons to Sord J. Russell.—(Received March 20.) 


(No. 5. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Washington, March 5, 1860. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch of this date, No. 4, I have the 
honour to report to your Lordship that after saying to me, on the 2nd instant, that the 
United States’ Government would not fail to take into consideration your Lordship’s 
proposal for a Conference in London on the subject of the Slave Trade, General Cass 
added, that he did not hesitate to tell me, privately and confidentially, that he did not 
think that, considering the state of public feeling in this country, it would be possible to 
instruct the Minister of the United States to take part in such a Conference. He added, 
however, that he did not doubt that the President would be willing, in accordance with 
the stipulations of the Ashburton Treaty, to unite with Great Britain in addressing 
becoming remonstrances to Spain in regard to the slave-market which is allowed by that 
Power to exist in Cuba. 

The General, still speaking confidentially, proceeded to say that the President and 
Cabinet were as anxious as any one could be, that the Slave Trade should be effectually 
checked ; that the large addition which they had made to the squadron on the coast of 
Africa was a proof of this; that it was, however, very doubtful whether their efforts could 
be continued if public feeling became excited on the subject; and that the result of any 
agitation might be a refusal by Congress of the appropriation necessary to maintain the 
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squadron, or even to call upon the President to issue the declaration which would at once 
abrogate Article VIII of the Ashburton Treaty. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 641. 
Sord J. Russell to Sord Syons. 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 31, 1860. 
Tam, &c 


(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


( 489 ) 


UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Charleston. 





No. 642. 


Consul Bunch to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received May 10.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Charleston, April 21, 1859. 

IN my despatch No. 6 of the 13th of December last, I had the honour to acquaint 
your Lordship that the grand jury impanelled at Columbia, the capital of this State, had 
refused to find a bill against the sixteen persons taken on board of the slaver “ Echo,” by 
the United States’ schooner “ Dolphin,” on the 21st of August, 1858. I stated, further, 
that the prisoners had been recommitted to jail, and brought to this city to await the next 
term of the United States’ Circuit Court, in April 1859. 

It has now become my duty to report to your Lordship that the Court met in 
Charleston on the 9th instant, being presided over, as before, by Judges Wayne and 
Magrath, and that an indictment for piracy against the prisoners was presented to a grand 
jury, who found that there was a true bill; upon this a trial took place, commencing on 
the 12th and terminating on the 16th instant, when a verdict of “ not guilty” was returned. 
I should state, for greater accuracy, that ten prisoners were tried first, and the remaining 
six a day or two afterwards, the result in each case being the same. 

After the remarks with which I felt it my duty to accompany my despatch No. 6, 
upon the state of the public sentiment in this community respecting the revival of the 
Slave Trade, I do not propose to trespass upon your Lordship’s time with any detailed 
consideration of this final issve of the case of the “Echo.” The jury, as was to be 
expected, paid no attention whatever to the evidence, but acquitted the prisoners as a 
matter of course. I feel assured that they would, had they been asked to do so by the 
counscl for the defence, have declared that not one of the accused had ever been on board 
of the “ Echo” at all. 

Lam informed by the District Attorney of the United States that the result of this 
trial will certainly give a fresh impulse to the Slave Trade; indeed, the notorious yacht 
‘“ Wanderer” has sailed within the last two days from Savannah for the Havana, with her 
owner, Mr. Lamar, and other slave-traders on board. No one doubts that her ultimate 
destination is the coast of Africa. 

It may be worth while that I should inform your Lordship, as a matter not irrelevant 
to the subject of this despatch, that the crew of the “ Echo ” were plentifully supplied with 
money for their defence and their wants; drafts to a large amount having been forwarded 
to them from the Havana. One of their number, who was not unwilling to turn “ State’s ” 
evidence had he not been deterred by the fear of assassination, told the District Attorney 
that it was an understood thing in the “ Trade,” that those who undertook the voy 
were to be well looked after in case they got into trouble. He also stated that the pilot 
who took the ‘‘ Dolphin” out of Sagua la Grande on the day she captured the ‘‘ Echo,” was 
murdered that night on his return to the shore. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 
No. 643. 
” Consul Bunch to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 15.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Charleston, July 27, 1859. 


1 BEG leave to report that the American brig “ Frances Ellen,” A 2; 277 tons; one 
deck; built at Rockland, Maine, by L. A. Knowles, of mixed woods, in 1854; copper 
Cuass B. 3K 


490 UNITED STATES. (Consulur)—Charleston. 


and iron fastened ; metalled June 1855; 10 feet 4 inches hold; full model; poop cabin ; 
place and date of survey, Portland, January 1859; sold in Boston, June 10, for 8,200 
dollars ; cleared from Boston for Charleston, June 20; arrived July 5 ;—has been cleared 
at this port on the 25th instant for the West Coast of Africa, and is expected to sail in a 
few days. 

I have reason to believe that this vessel is about to engage in the Slave Trade, and 
that her owners have thought to avert suspicion by openly stating her real destination ; 
leaving it to be inferred that her voyage is to be a legal one. She has on buard a cargo of 
lumber, provisions, and rum. 

She is said to be a fast sailer, and well adapted to the infamous Traffic in which it is 
supposed that she is about to engage. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 
No. 644. 
Consul Bunch to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 15.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Charleston, July 28, 1859. 


IT is with much regret that 1 find myself compelled to express my belief that a 
mercantile firm in this port is engaging extensively in the Slave Trade. Hitherto the 
proper feeling of the State has prevented any participation by the people of South Carolina 
in this iniquitous Traffic; but the general spread of Slave Trade doctrines during the last 
three years, to which I have upon more than one occasion adverted in my correspondence 
with the Foreign Office, is causing a disgraceful change in this respect. 

The firm to which I allude is composed of two Spaniards, Messrs. Poujaud and Salas. 
Their standing among merchants is far from high, and no doubts are entertained as to 
their perfect willingness to violate the law for the sake of pecuniary gain. They have just 
dispatched the brig ‘ Frances Ellen,” as mentioned in my despatch No. 5 of the 27th 
instant ; and it is also supposed that the brig ‘“ Heyward,” which sailed for the West Indies 
three weeks ago, is intended to make a voyage to Africa. After consultation, however, 
with nautical men, I have persuaded myself that the supposition is incorrect, as the 
“‘ Heyward”? is a heavily-built and very old vessel, totally unfitted for speed. 

Although I have abstained from any official representations to the United States’ 
authorities on the subject of these merchants, I have not failed to ensure their being made 
acquainted with the suspicions entertained respecting them. ‘The result, however, thus 
far has not been successful. The District Attorney of the United States did, indeed, direct 
the attention of the Collector of the Customs to the case of the “ Frances Ellen,” but 
received no encouragement from that functionary, who, on the contrary, told the Attorney 
that he had sent for Messrs. Poujaud and Salas, and asked them in set terms: ‘“ Are you 
engaging in the Slave Trade?” To which they replied, ‘‘ No.” With this the Collector 
seemed to be perfectly satisfied. 

But even if the vessel in question had been searched, experience of the past has 
convinced me that such a course would have been entirely futile. It is unnecessary for 
me to explain the reasons which have led me to this conviction; the facts remain to bear 
me out in it. I can only hope that some of the vessels may be captured before their 
arrival with negroes in Cuba or the United States. 

I may add, in this conviction, that a strong belief is entertained of the intention to 
land five or six cargoes of negroes upon the coast of Texas during the next month. It is 
also asserted that several persons have gone from Mississippi to Texas with 60,000 dollars 
in gold, to receive and pay for them. ‘These reports may not be true, but I certainly 
consider the measures which they indicate as of highly 2 eo 

ave, &c. 





(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 
No. 645. 
Consul Bunch to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 29.) 
No. 7. 
My od, Charleston, August 9, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 5 of the 27th ultimo I have now the honour to 
report that the brig ‘ Frances Ellen” went to sea from this port on the 4th instant for 
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St. George de Elmina, on the West Coast of Africa. A copy of her manifest is herewith 
transmitted. 

It now appears that the brig “ Heyward,” alluded to in my despatch No. 6 of the 28th 
ultimo as having sailed for the West Indies, went to the Havana with Mr. C. E. Poujaud, 
one of .the firm of Poujaud and Salas, the consignees of the “ Frances Ellen,” in order to 
procure Spanish papers. She returned to this port on the Ist instant, bringing Mr. Poujaud. 
The “ Frances Ellen” having been ready for sea, with her crew on board for a fortnight, 
sailed, as above reported, three days after the return of the “‘ Heyward.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





Inclosure in No. 645. 


Manifest of American Brig ‘‘ Frances Ellen.” 





380 pipes rum. 34 barrels flour. 
20 barrels wine. 36 cases sugar. 
2 barrels vinegar. 14,514 feet pitch pine lumber. 
12 boxes olive oil. 50 dozen boxes claret wine. 
2 boxes preserves. 14 dozen buckets. 
2 boxes sardines 12 half-boxes mackerel. 
94 bundles and hogsheads shooks. 8 barrels beef. 
94 bundles iron hoops. 2 barrels pork. 
6 casks heading. 1 case, containing 8 cans lard, 4 kegs butter, 
64 half-tierces rice. 4 boxes pine apple cheese, 6 kits salmon, 
65 barrels bread. 4 dozen cans preserved salmon, 4 dozen 
100 tin cases crackers. cans preserved lobsters. 
No. 646. 
Consul Bunch to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Charleston, August 25, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to report that the American brig ‘“ Jehossee,” Vincent, master, 
cleared at this port yesterday for Elmina, on the West Coast of Africa. Her description 
is as follows:—224 tons; 1 deck; 12 feet draught; of white oak; copper and iron 
fastened ; zinc metalled in 1855; built in 1843 at Quincy, Massachussetts ; owned here 
by H. E. Vincent ; full model ; surveyed at Charleston in April 1859. 

The following is a copy of her manifest for the present voyage :— 


12 wheelbarrows. 12 pickaxes. 

12 spades. 55,229 feet lumber. 
5,000 shingles. 100 barrels rum. 

43 whole and 4 half-casks of rice. 59 cans biscuit. 

50 barrels flour. 25 barrels beef. 

84 barrels bread. 4 tierces bacon. 

13 barrels pork. 67 water-casks. 


4 dozen buckets. 


She has on board a supercargo named Napoleon Bonneau, and it is possible, as several 
of the parties concerned in her are of respectability, that she may not be intended to bring 
a return cargo of negroes. Still I have reason to believe that she will endeavour to do so, 
and it is stated that her destination is to be Cuba. 

I would suggest that the proceedings of this vessel should be watched. 





I have, &c. . 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 
No. 647. 
Consul Bunch to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 19.* 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Charleston, September 5, 1859. 


WITH reference to my various despatches respecting the revival of the African Slave 
Trade in the United States, I take leave to transmit herewith to your Lordship two copies 
of extracts from a recent number of the ‘ New York Herald,” which profess to furnish 

3 R 2 
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positive proof that one cargo, at least, of Africans has been lately landed in the Southern 
country. 

Although I am not disposed to believe that any considerable number of negroes have, 
thus far, found their way into the territory of the United States, I am nevertheless fully 
satisfied that five or six cargoes, at the least, have been successfully introduced. The 
temptation is great, and the vigilance of the officers of the United States not embar- 
rassing. 

I may add, that a friend of my own, who was passing through Alabama about three 
weeks ago, saw with his own eyes thirty-five newly-landed Africans who were travelling 
upon the same railroad with himself. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





Inclosure in No. 647. 


Extracts from the “ New York Herald.” 


( 493 ) 
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No. 648. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Mure. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 21, 1860. 

HER Majesty’s Minister in Mexico has recently transmitted to me a copy of a note 
received by him from the Mexican Government, acquainting him that Don Francisco 
Reche and Mercia, the Consul at New Orleans of the Government established at Vera 
Cruz, has furnished letters of marque, under the Mexican flag, to vessels engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 

I inclose herewith a translation of the Mexican Minister’s note,* and I have to desire 
that you will endeavour to ascertain whether his information is well founded ; and, if so, 
that you will furnish me with the names of the vessels which have been thus furnished 
with letters of marque. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


* Inclosure in No, 288. 
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No. 649. 


(n Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.-—(Received April 11.) 
0. 4.) 
My Lord, New York, March 29, 1859. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 3 of the 8th instant, I have the honour to report 
to your Lordship that the gentleman to whom I was indebted for the information which I 
then communicated, is a Cuban, who has been for some years in moderate business here, 
chiefly as a ship-broker. Through his connections and correspondents in Cuba, as well as 
from his acquaintance with parties engaged in the Trade with Spain and Cuba, he possesses 
peculiar facilities for obtaining information in reference to the equipment and despatch 
from hence of vessels for carrying on the Slave Trade. 

He has kept me informed of the movements of several vessels besides those previously 
reported by me, of which some are still here, and some have lately left this port for the 
purpose of proceeding, directly or indirectly, to the Coast of Africa for slaves. I subjoin 
an enumeration, and, so far as I have been able to obtain information, a description of 
these vessels. To take steps for having any of them searched and detained here would be 
nugatory ; as there is hardly an instance in which any such proceeding has heretofore 
taken place with any useful result. Indeed, while it is next to hopeless to procure suffi- 
cient evidence to warrant their condemnation, or, if obtained, to make such evidence 
available in the Federal Courts, especially if proceedings were known to be instituted at 
the suggestion of the Consul of a foreign Power, on the other hand, a freedom from 
suspicion of interference will render outfitters more careless of concealing their prepa- 
rations, and thus facilitate the means of obtaining more accurate information of their 
movements. I have under surveillance two or three parties who are well known to be 
largely engaged in the Trade, and who divide their time between this city and Havana, 
but whose plans and arrangements are for the most part made in New York. 

Of the vessels which have sailed from this port on slave-trading expeditions, I have 
to mention, first, the “ Panchita” (referred to in the fourth paragraph of my despatch No. 4 
of the 9th October last). J find that this vessel, at the time she cleared for Cape Coast 
(6th September last), was nominally owned by the wife of the well-known slave-trader 
Jonathan Dobson, but was really owned by Dobson, Cunha Reis, and others. Regarding 
the antecedents of her owners, and other circumstances, there can be litttle, if any, doubt 
that she proceeded to the Coast of Africa for slaves; and by this time will probably be 
ready to leave, if she have not already left, the Coast on her return to the West Indies. 
The detection and arrest of this vessel in the act of slave-trading would have a beneficial 
influence upon the defence of the pending action against the officers of Her Majesty’s 
ship ‘‘ Sappho ” for the former seizure of the ‘‘ Panchita.”’ 

Next, the ‘‘ Isla de Cuba,” which vessel, it will be remembered, proceeded from hence 
last summer, under the command of Captain Dobson above-mentioned, to the Azores; 
where, upon Dobson’s proposing to the crew to join him in a slave-trading expedition, 
they refused, and, under the command of the mate, brought the vessel back to Boston, 
where she was given up to the Federal authorities and condemned, and, being sold at 
auction, was bought in for her former owners,—the same who are interested in the 
“ Panchita.” Dobson remained behind at the Azores, and subsequently returned to the 
States, and is now, or up to Saturday last was, residing in a suburb of this city. This 
same vessel, the ‘‘ Isla de Cuba,” cleared from hence on the 21st instant, for Loango, under 
the command of a Captain Larkin, the nominal owner; the practice being in this as gene- 
rally in other cases, for the vessel to carry a slave-trading captain with her, who assumes 
the command at some time or place on the outward voyage. From the information I have 
obtained there is no doubt this vessel has gone to the Coast for slaves. 
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The ship ‘t Memphis,” Captain Moody; 798 tons; rate A 2; two decks; 17 feet 
draft; built in New York, in 1889, of oak and locust; copper and iron-fastened ; 
coppered in March 1855; full model; deck-cabin ; formerly a New Orleans packet; was 
sold, in January last, for 12,000 dollars, and sailed for New Bedford about the 20th 
January, arrived there on the 24th, and cleared thence on the 26th February for the South 
Pacific Ocean ; ostensibly fitted out as a whaler. : 

The barque “ Ottawa,” Captain Gordon ; 227 tons; A 2; one deck; rate B; 12 feet 
draft ; built in Baltimore, in 1851, of oak; copper and iron-fastened; coppered January 
1856; full model; poop cabin ; repaired and surveyed in May 1858; formerly an Havana 
packet; arrived at Mobile from Havana 27th January last, and cleared, under the 
Ln airy of the above-named Captain Gordon, on the 14th February, for St. Thomas and 
a market. 

The brig “ Angeline,” built expressly for the Slave Trade, but heretofore employed in 
the lumber trade, has been fitting out here for some time past and under surveillance. I 
have just learnt that she proceeded to sea yesterday morning, but have not ascertained 
her destination or the name of her commander. 

By the next mail I hope to be enabled to give a more particular description of her 
and of the “ Isla de Cuba,” as well as to report the movements of another vessel, called 
the “ Star of the East,”’ which is known to be fitting out here also. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) FE. M. ARCHIBALD. 
No. 650. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Archibald. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 15, 1859. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that it will be necessary that you should inform me confi- 
dentially of the name of the person who has furnished you with the information 
contained in your despatches Nos. 3 and 4 of the 8th and 29th ultimo. 

As soon as I am informed on this point, I will acquaint you with the terms of the 
arrangement which it is proposed to make with him. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No. 651. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Consul Archibald. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 15, 1859. 


I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acquaint you that a vessel called the 
“Rufus Soulé” was captured in the month of October last by one of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers, on the African coast on the ground that she had neither colours nor papers, and 
that she was fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

The vessel in question was one among many others of which the name was mentioned 
by Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana as having sailed from Matanzas destined 
for employment in the Slave Trade. 

When first met with by a British cruizer she hoisted American colours, and was 
provided with American papers. 

The United States’ Government have remonstrated against this capture, and it is 
extremely desirable to ascertain whether the “ Rufus Soulé” was owned by American 
citizens at the time of her seizure, and whether she was furnished with genuine American 

apers. 
_ You will endeavour to procure the facts of the case from the person who has recently 
supplied you with information on Slave ‘Trade matters, from whom ).u will obtain any 
further information that he may be able to give you respecting the vessel and the parties 
interested in her. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. S. V. FITZGERALD. 





496 UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 


No. 652. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Archibald. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 15, 1859. 
IT would be desirable that you should, if possible, inform Her Majesty’s Government 
whether the vessels mentioned in your despatches Nos. 3 and 4 of the 8th and 29th ultimo, 
are owned by American citizens, and whether they are furnished with genuine American 
papers ; and you should endeavour to furnish information on these points with regard to 


any other vessels which may be denounced to you as being intended for employment in 
the Slave Trade. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBORY. 





No. 653. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, New York, April 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, marked 
Confidential, of the 18th ultimo, in reference to the correspondence between Lord Napier 
and myself, on the subject of the confidential proposal made to me by a Cuban gentleman 
to furnish information to Her Majesty’s Government, that would enable them to seize and 
condemn several vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, approving of Lord Napier’s advice to 
me on the subject ; instructing me, however, to thank the person who proposed to furnish 
the information in question, and, at the same time, to inform him that Her Majesty’s 
Government could not properly accept his terms, but that if he chose to give his informa- 
tion unconditionally, he might be assured that he would be liberally dealt with, and would 
not be compromised. 

I have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I have, in compliance with 
vour Lordship’s instructions, thanked the person in question for his offer to furnish 
information, and have communicated to him the substance of the last paragraph of your 
Lordship’s despatch. 

My despatch of the 8th ultimo will already have informed your Lordship that the 
gentleman in question had himself decided to furnish information unconditional on any 
pecuniary compensation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





No. 654. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 6. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, April 5, 1859. 

REFERRING to my despatch, marked Confidential, No. 4 of the 21st ultimo, I now 
have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the barque “ Star of the East” cleared 
from this port on the 3lst ultimo for Loanda, under the command of one Hinckley. This 
is probably an assumed name, or that of the mate, as Manuel Fortunat (referred to in the 
Memorandum relative to the ‘‘ Panchita’’ herewith) was waiting for a vessel direct for the 
coast, and not having been seen since the 30th ultimo, has probably gone in her. I give 
below a description of her, as also a description of the ‘‘ Isla de Cuba,” mentioned in my 
last. A man named Correa, well known in connection with the Slave Trade, went 
passenger in the “ Isla de Cuba.” : 

I beg leave to transmit a copy of a somewhat interesting Memorandum in reference 
to the “ Panchita,’’ and parties connected with her, communicated to me by the Cuban 
gentleman referred to in my previous despatches. From the information therein contained 
I hope to be able to procure evidence which may possibly prove a sufficient defence to the 
action pending against Lieutenant Odevaine and Dr. Ireland. 

I deem it not amiss to transmit, at the same time, some printed slips cut from the 
daily papers of this city, in reference to slavery matters, from which some interesting and 
useful intelligence, bearing upon this nefarious Traffic, and the connection with it of parties 
in this country, may perhaps be gleaned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
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Description of “ Star of the East” and “Isla de Cuba.” 


“« Star of the East,” 316 tons, A2; one deck; 14 feet draft. Built at Cumberland, 
Maryland, in 1853, of mixed woods. Copper and iron-fastened. Coppered April 1854. 
Full model ; half-poop cabin. Surveyed December 1857. Barque-rigged. 

Reported to have been lately sold to a Spanish house for 6,500 dollars Is now on 
the Custom-house books as the sole property of Pierre L. Pearce, ship-chandler, 
Brooklyn. Has been shifting about from pier to pier. Cleared March 31 for Loanda, 
under command of one Hinckley. (See preceding despatch.) ” 

‘“‘Tsla de Cuba,” 215 tons, Class A 2; one deck ; 11 feet draft. Built at Boston in 
1848, of oak. Copper and iron-fastened. Coppered in July 1856. Full model; poop 
cabin. Surveyed last in January 1858. Is barque-rigged. 

Was sold after condemnation by United States’ Marshal at Boston for 3,350 dollars, 
and, as stated, was purchased by her original owners. Cleared on the 21st March by her 
master, Larkin, for Loanda, West Coast of Africa. Correa, the Portuguese slaver, went 
out in her. 

Description of ‘ Angeline” not yet procured. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 654. 
Memorandum respecting the * Panchita.’ ’ 


THE barque “ Panchita.” captured by the British cruizer on the West Coast of Africa 
and brought into the port of New York, is the property of one Cunha Reis (who is likewise 
the owner of the brig “ Ellen” and barque “ Isla de Cuba”). The register of the 
** Panchita”’ is in the name of one Weeks, of the firm of Wenburg and Weeks (dissolved 
some time since), who represents himself as the owner: consequently, when the ‘‘ Panchita” 
was captured, she was not really sailing under the United States’ flag. nor was she the 
preperty of an American citizen, but the flag and register were made use of to carry out 
her designs. About this time the said Weeks purchased for one Botelho (of the “ Haidée” 
aflair) the brig “Wm. H. Stewart,” which vessel and cargo Weeks retained, thereby 
defrauding Botelho and the shareholders at Havana of the amount of 18,000 dollars. The 
vessel in question has never returned to New York, but from some port in Ireland returned 
to New Orleans, and since then has been running thence to Havana. After the arrival of 
the “* Panchita’’ in New York, this vessel, the “Ellen,” and the “ Isla de Cuba,’’ were 
attached by one Jesse Braddick (sailmaker) in a suit against Figaniere, Reis, and Co., for 
3,00U dollars, and held by him for a long time. By some means they managed to clear 
the ‘ Kllen”’ for St. Thomas and a market. Proceeding to the Coast of Africa, she 
succeeded in taking on board a cargo of slaves. Arriving off the coast of Cuba, and the 
American captain finding no preparations made to receive him, he was forced to sell the 
slaves through threats, &c., and when he did effectually land them, but a few over 100 was 
was all that the owners received, which were sold and distributed, and from which distri- 
bution Mr. Aranguen lost his life (see correspondence in the “ Herald”). The brig 
‘* Ellen” was then turned adrift. The American captain died out in the Havana, and his 
widow exacted a considerable sum from the Portuguese captain, who was then stopping 
at the St. Nicholas hotel. The owner, Cunha Reis, returned in the ‘‘ Philadelphia,” from 
Havana, bringing with him the amount of 60,000 dollars in drafts. 

N.B.—Above information derived from Antonio Aragon and Captain Dobson. 

About the month of August 1858, the ‘‘ Panchita’’ was secured to Captain Dobson, 
and the vessel placed in his wife’s name, he paying Jesse Braddick the sum due by Figaniere, 
Reis, and Co., thus liberating the ‘‘ Panchita” and ‘‘ Islade Cuba,” Captain Dobson taking 
command of the latter vessel, and clearing her, as sole owner, for Loango, West Coast of 
Africa. The particulars of her voyage, and her return to Boston, were published in the 
newspapers at the time. Captain Dobson, on his return to New York, stated that if 
Viganiere, Reis, and Co. did not do what was right with him, he intended to have them 
criminally prosecuted for taking his property out of the port of New York, without his or 
his wife’s consent. On making this remark known to J. Lima Viana, he replied that 
Captain Dobson had become somewhat crazy, and that when he made these threats, he 
forgot that he had 3,000 dollars invested in the affair, adding that, with money, everything 
could be arranged. 


The “ Panchita” sailed for the West Coast of Africa, under the command of Philip 
Cxass B, 38 
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Stanhope, and was cleared by master. At the date of last letter published in the ‘‘ Herald,” 
she had not arrived at the Island of Cuba, nor had the parties here received any intelli- 
gence of her being captured by the British cruizers; since then a barque was run ashore 
off Humacoa, Porto Rico, with 600 slaves, and as the “‘ Panchita” was then fully due, 
it is more than probable it was her, and some inquiries ought to be made concerning the 
said barque, particularly her description, and that part of the stern secured on which her 
name ought to be. 

The above information goes clearly to prove that from the moment the ‘‘ Panchita” 
passed into Week’s possession, she was no longer American property, and her capture 
lawfully effected, and the same would have happened had the United States’ authorities 
known the fact. By properly tracing up the items, and searching the records, it will be 
found that Figaniere, Reis, and Co. were indebted to Jesse Braddick, and that Weeks was 
only the ostensible owner; and these facts proved, would be sufficient to dismiss the suit 
for damages against the British Government. 

The barque “ [sla de Cuba” was bought in by the same parties, and cleared lately 
for Loanda under the command of one Larkin, and cleared by master.* A Portuguese 
named Correa went out in her. As to this man’s antecedents, inquiries can be made 
through Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Havana. 

From Captain Dobson I learned that the brig ‘* Tyrant,” found abandoned and taken 
into Key West, was the property of Cunha Reis; that the captain was in jail, and was 
well known in this city by the name of Dutch Jake, and that they did not care a d——n 
if they swung him or not; that the old man (Cunha Reis) had plenty of money now. 
From Seaver, I heard that the captain of the “ Tyrant” was a half-witted fool, and not 
sense to clear himself. A man by the name of Manuel Fortunat Botelho arrived from 
Havana (his last name was suppressed). Last time he was seen was on the 30th March, 
about 2 p.m., Miranda on 31st ultimo, about 3 p.a., José Cayetano on the Ist April about 
3 PM., coming out of Abranches, Almeida and Co’s office, where he had been paid off, as 
the writer supposes, for keeping watch on board the barque ‘ Star of the East,” which 
vessel was cleared by P. L. Pearce, for the West Coast of Africa. 

Almeida, of the firm of Abranches, Almeida, and Co., returned to New York by way 
of New Orleans from Havana, and was concealed here for some time; supposition is, that 
he has left in one of the many vessels which have sailed for the coast. From one Keefer 
(shipping-master), and from Jesse Braddick, I heard that Almeida was on board of the 
‘© Putnam” until she arrived on the coast of Cuba, and was on shore when the “ Putnam” 
was captured. About that time the firm of Abranches, Almeida, and Co., was considered 
very shaky. 

The writer believes that Thomas RK. Negus (chronometer rater), has a power of 
attorney from Botelho to attach the “‘ Wm. H. Stewart”’ should she ever come to this port. 
As to the particulars of this transaction, J. B. Gager, ship-broker, and B. del Pozo, 
421, Broadway, can vouch for its truth. 





No, 655. 


Consul Archil ald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 25.) 
No. 7. 
My ed New York, April 11, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, copies of further 
communications from my informant, in reference to vessels suspected of being employed 
in the Slave Trade, received by me since the date of my last despatch No. 6 of the Sth 
instant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S. April 12.—I beg leave to annex two printed slips cut from the ‘‘ New York 
Morning Herald” of this date. ek 





* When lately sold at Boston after condemnation. 
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to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, April 5, 1859. 

INCLOSED, please find description of a vessel of which I have no information as 
yet, us she was sold at and cleared for the West Coast of Africa from New Orleans. It is 
my opinion she is a suspicious vessel, and ought to be watched whilst on the coast. 


Respectfully, &c. 





~ 


“Rebecca,” 534 tons, class A14; two decks; 16 feet draft; built at Baltimore in 
1849, of oak; copper and iron fastened; coppered in 1857; sharp model; half-poop 
cabin ; surveyed last, April 1858 ; ship-rigged, 

From “ Shipping List” of April 2: Was sold during the month of March for 15,000 
dollars, and was at New Orleans. 

From “ New York Herald” of April 5, under “Shipping News,” and by telegraph : 
She cleared on the Ist April for Congo river, under the command of Captain Carter. 


The newspapers thus far that have the report are, “Courier and Enquirer,” ‘“‘ New 
York Herald.” 





Inclosure 2 in No. 655. 


to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, April 8, 1859. 

PAPERS to the 2nd instant from New Orleans have been received to-day. In the 
“Delta” of that date, the ship “ Rebecca,” Captain Carter, cleared for Congo river, West 
Coast of Africa, by Pratts, Pujol, and Co. (Spanish house). 

As the above paper does not publish the exports, I will have to wait until to-morrow 
or next day for the “ Bulletin,’ New Orleans, in order to wait on you with her manifest of 
cargo. 

In the “New Orleans Price Current,” the above vessel was stated to be loading for 
New York, under the command of Captain Echeilbriger. She has the reputation of being 
one of the fastest sailing-vessels afloat. It is not for the writer to mention that there is 
no legitimate trade between New Orleans and the West Coast of Africa. 

Since my last, I have made every effort to procure a description of the “ Angeline,” 
but have not been successful. She is a hermaphrodite brig, and took out nothing but her 
water, and that as ballast. The captain’s name is unknown to the writer. As the vessel 
sails under a coasting license, and she is not entered in the American “ Lloyd’s Marine 
Register,” nor on the books of the Sun Mutual Insurance Company, all further information 
will have to be acquired by a detective. 

The barque ‘‘ Ann,” up to within a few days, was still fitting out at Williamsburg, 
New York. 

The barque “ Escoriaza,” in the trade between this port and Havana. On her last 
voyage to Havana some efforts were made to purchase her in that port for the Slave Trade, 
and it is very probable that on her next arrival there, she will be sold for that Trade. 

I inclose you a slip from the “Journal of Commerce,” containing the manifest of 
the goods cleared for Africa about the time the “ Star of the East” was cleared. Any 
observations on my part would be superfluous. 

The Spaniard who sailed from here last November, by name of Estorez, went out in 
the brig “ Tyrant,” and not in the “ Fannie.” The latter vessel has returned from Sierra 
Leone. 

Within the last few days, the schooner ‘“‘ Brontes”’ has been chartered (so stated) to 
Sierra Leone and back for 1,800 dollars. 

Respectfully, &. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 655. 





to Consul Archibald. 
Dear Sir, April , 1859. 
THE New Orleans “ Bulletin,” and New Orleans “ Price Current,” of the 2nd instant, 
under “ Exports,” have the following :— 
‘Congo river, ship ‘ Rebecca,’ manifest not to be seen.” 
Respectfully, &c. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 655. 


Extracts from “ New York Herald’ of April 12, 1859. 








No. 656. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Archibald. 

(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 13, 1859. 

WITH reference to former correspondence between this Department and Her 
Majesty's Consulate at New York, respecting the case of the American barque ‘“ Panchita,” 
which was seized by Commander Moresby, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Sappho,” and sent to 
New York for adjudication on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, I now 
inclose, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Judge 
in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda,* reporting that the ‘“‘ Panchita” succeeded in 
shipping a cargo of slaves from the African coast at Mangue Grande, between Ambrizette 
= | the River Congo, with which she got clear off, her American colours and papers 
having prevented her being interfered with by the Commanders of British cruizers. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 657. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 16.) 


No. 8. Confidential.) 
y Lord, New York, April 30, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, extracts from further reports to 
me of movements in the Slave Trade, furnished by the person referred to in my former 
despatches. 

As I cannot, without mutilating them, detach from some of the communications to 
me the newspaper slips affixed to them, I take leave to send the originals, retaining copies 
of the manuscripts. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 657. 


Extracts from Reports of the Description and Movements of Vessels suspected of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 


INCLOSED please find some slips taken from different newspapers within the few 
days past. 

. The “ Laurens” the United States’ authorities released, as usual. When seized, she 
was fitting out as a slaver, and the owners applied to a shipping concern in South-street 
to take upon themselves the ownership. 

To-day I have learned that A. Aragon went out in the “ Star of the East.” From 
this person I received a great deal of information already transmitted to you. 

Manuel Fortunat (Botelho) was seen by the writer three days since, and José 
Cayetano (steward of the ‘‘ Haidee”) a few days since. 


* Class A, No. 173. 
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Miranda | have not seen, nor have I heard concerning him. Almeida is seen boldly 
about, and the supposition is that everything, so far as he is interested, has been arranged 
in a pecuniary manner. 

I have also been informed that the ** Antelope” was purchased for a man by the name 
of Valencia, and it appears that she was detained at the instigation of Captain Drinkwater, 
who was looking out for his own interest. That since her arrival out Captain Drinkwater 
had written to some parties here, requesting them to inform the authorities where the 
« Antelope” could be captured, stating the latitude and longitude. The vessel was 
chartered by A. M. Ros to San Juan de los Remedios, and, when cetained, he made and 
extended his protest against the Captain for the detention. Her arrival out at Remedios 
has never been reported in the papers. 

Captain Dobson the writer has never since heard of. The supposition is, that 
he went out in the ‘ Star of the East,” and took command the moment the vessel got out 
of port. 

° The ship “ Allantic,” arrived a few days ago from St. Thomas, put into that port in 
distress from Rotterdam, was repaired there. She belongs (it is said) to J. Lima Viana, 
and is consigned to Abranches, Almeida and Co. Close attention will be paid to this 
vessel. 

New York, April 22, 1859. 





Inclosed please find particulars of the ‘‘ Wanderer,” ‘‘ Lillie Mills,” ‘ William M. 
Groton,” and “ S. H. Townsend.” 

Concerning the first vessel, the steamer ‘‘ Tennessee,”’ due here from Havana about 
the 3rd of May, will probably report her arrival at that port, if she has gone there. 

Of the “ Lillie Mills,” a description, &c., has already been sent you. 

Of the last vessel nothing positive is known, and I merely have her description, &c., 
in case she should fall in with any one of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers on the Coast of 
Africa. The parties who cleared her are well known to he in the trade (yet they may do 
a legitimate business). By informing Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at St. Thomas of 
her departure for that port, something definite may be gained as to her voyage, &c. 

New York, April 28, 1859. 


I have just heard that the ‘‘ Panchita’”’ succeeded in landing a cargo of negroes about 
the 9th instant, on the Cuban coast. Parties directly interested are under the impression 
that Cunha Reis is in receipt of the manifest by steamer arrived to day. Could procure 
no further particulars without subjecting oneself to suspicion. By writing to Havana, by 
steamer of 2nd May, to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, further particulars can probably 
be obtained. 

New York, April 28, 1859, 3 p.m. 


“ Stephen H. Townsend,” class not stated, 182 tons, 1 deck, 11 feet draft, built at 
Brookhaven, of oak and locust, in 1849; copper and iron-fastened ; coppered December 
1855 ; full model ; trunk cabin ; date of survey 1856 ; schooner-rigged. 

From ‘New Orleans Bulletin” of April 18th:—Exports, St. Thomas, schooner 
“ S. H. Townsend,” 200 barrels of flour, 47 barrels corn meal, 31 barrels rice, 44 barrels 
beans, 40 barrels bread, 6,000 shingles, 20,000 feet lumber ; cleared by Goldenbow and 
Lesparre. 


Description. 


* Wm. M. Groton,’ Class A 24, 259 tons, 1 deck, 12 feet draft, built at Waldobro, 
Maine ; of mixed woods, in 1851; iron-fastened; date of survey, October, 1857; repairs 
in 1857 ; is half-brig-rigged. 
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Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 16.) 


(No. 9. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, May 3, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
15th ultimo, marked Confidential, instructing me to acquaint your Lordship, confidentially, 
with the name of the person who furnished me with the information contained in my 
despatches of the 8th and 29th of March, marked Confidential, Nos. 3 and 4; and stating, 
that so soon as your Lordship shall have been informed on this point, you would acquaint 
ine with the terms of the arrangement which it is proposed to make with him. 

In reply, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the person in question is 
Mr, Emilio Sanchez y Dolz, a native of Cuba, who has been for several years domiciled 
in New York, and for some time past, and stiil is, engaged in business as a ship-broker. 

On the occasion of my first interview with him, knowing that his name had been 
mixed up with the transactions relating to the purchase of the “ Haidee” at this port, 
about the close of the year 1857, | requested and obtained from Mr. Sanchez an explana- 
tion of his connection with that matter, which, as it also contains some general and 
interesting information on Slave Trade matters, I take leave to inclose herewith. 

Mr. Sanchez first became introduced to me through an estimable English gentleman, 
who has been for some years acquainted with him, and who vouches for his being a man 
of truthfulness and integrity. My own intercourse with Mr. Sanchez has also impressed 
me very favourably as to his character. His means of procuring information are, 1 think, 
more extensive than those of any other party here, on whose zeal and fidelity 1 could 
safely rely. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 658. 
Memoranda of the ‘‘ Haidee” affair. 


IN the early part of December 1857, John M. Ceballos (Spaniard), merchant of this 
city, called upon the writer and stated to him the following :— 

That he had been solicited by a Mr. Botelho to transact some business for him; that 
Botelho was the owner of the ship ‘‘ Haidee,”* lying idle in port, and vessel held in confidence 
by Mrs. Abranches as owner; that he had agreed with Botelho to transact his business, 
providing he was placed in funds, and the vessel transferred, by sale, to a person of his 
acquaintance, as he did not wish to have any transactions where women were concerned. 
Botelho had expressed to him the difficulty of finding a person honest enough; but he 
added that he knew a person in whom implicit confidence could be placed, and on that 
point he need have no fear; and it had been agreed upon between them that this 
person should purchase the “‘ Haidee,” giving his notes in payment, then hypothecating 
the vessel to Botelho, and giving him a power of attorney to sell the vessel at port of 
her discharge (in Spain). J. M. Ceballos then stated to the writer that knowing he was 
an American citizen, he had given to Botelho his name and address, and that the writer 
would either be called upon by Botelho, or that be could call upon Botelho, in order to 
agree upon the commission to be charged. 

At that time the writer was in search of some Tower muskets for a house engaged in 
the Mexican trade (Tampico market), and as these weapons are mostly held by the 
Portuguese houses, he availed himself of the opportunity to call upon Botelho. On the 
non-success of his errand, and on taking leave Botelho detained the writer, and remarked 
that he had been highly recommended to him by J. M. Ceballos, and that he intended to 
entrust the writer with some business, if satisfactory terms could be agreed upon. That 
he owned the ship “ Haidee,” and which Mrs. Abranches represented to be the owner of ; 
that some parties knowing the vessel to be his sole property had trumped up claims 
against him, and intended to seize the vessel; that his object was for the writer to 

urchase the “ Haidee,” and that he intended to place her under the Portuguese flag on 
er arrival at an European port. The writer agreed to purchase the “ Haidee,” and 
attend to the ship's business for a commission of 24 per cent., and he to give Botelho a 
power of attorney to sell her at the port of her discharge. Botelho urgently requested a 
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general power of attorney, and the mortgage of the vessel to him, which the writer would 
not consent to; consequently, as the writer supposed, his terms were not accepted. 

Some ten days after the above interview Botelho called at the writer’s office, stating 
that Messrs. Abranches, Almeida, and Co. were disposed to sell the “* Haidee” for 20,000 
dollars, and take the writer's notes in payment, say 4,000 dollars at thirty days, ‘8,000 
dollars at six months, and 8,000 dollars at ten months. Accordingly a bill of sale was 
executed before — Hall, Notary Public, 70, Wall Street, by Mrs. Abranches, and delivered 
to the writer by Messrs. Abranches, Almeida, and Co., they taking in payment his notes. 
The purchase having been effected, Botelho stated that J. M. Ceballos was to purchase 
1,000 barrels of flour for his account, and which were to be landed at Alicante, but to 
advertise the ship for Cadiz, Abralaga, and Alicante, in order to fill her up, no freight 
offering. J. B. Gager (ship-broker) called and stated that if the vessel was laid on for 
Gibraltar he could procure enough cargo to fill her up (lately J. B. Gager stated to the 
writer that he called upon him at the request of Botelho), which was effected, and a 
commission of 24 per cent. paid on freight-money to Gibraltar. 

On the morning (7th of January, 1858) the ship was to clear at the Custom-house, 
Captain Dobson (who was in command at time of purchase) called and said that, owing to 
the serious illness of his wife, he was unable to go in the “ Haidee ;” but before leaving 
. the office requested the writer’s permission to give him some advice, and that was for the 
writer to put the vessel into his pocket, that if he did not do it he would regret it as long 
as he lived. The writer, without demanding any explanation, replied that he valued his 
probity and the opinion of those who recommended him. The vessel without a captain, the 
writer proceeded to Negus and Co. (chronometer raters), and left his orders for such 
a person: short time elapsed when Captain ¥. G. Whituey applied for the command, and 
tendered his references ( Milne, of No. William Street, and Schiffer Brothers, 

Front Street). They were so satisfactory that he was immediately engaged to navigate 
the vessel to the last port of discharge, there to be paid off, and his expenses defrayed to a 
port in the United States. 

The “Haidee” cleared for Gibraltar, Cadiz (to land her passengers), and Alicante, on the 
7th January, 1858, and proceeded to sea on the morning of the 8th. The writer complied 
with his agreement by handing Botelho a power of attorney to sell the vessel at Cadiz or 
Alicante, likewise a letter authorising him to act as supercargo ; but before doing this the 
writer demanded from Botelho the balance of 74 dollars due to him on his commission 
of 2} per cent., and which he promised to send by a Mr. Pozo (his landlord), who was 
going as far as Sandy Hook, and with this answer placing a letter in the writer’s hands 
with his three notes inclosed. Mr. Pozo called the next day, and on demanding from him 
the amount, replied he had received no sum whatever; moreover, that the writer ought not to 
think of such a small matter when he had no doubt received from 3,000 to 4,000 dollars, as 
the vessel was going slaving. Seeing the astonishment with which this intelligence was 
received, and that he had committed himself, he added, Let Botelho alone; if successful he 
will give you something very handsome. By first European steamer the writer addressed 
Captain Whitney (care of United States’ Consul) and Messrs. Antonio Lopez and Co., at 
Alicante, that if Botelho had not sold the ‘ Haidee” to send her immediately back to the 
United States. The vessel did not proceed to Alicante ; but from what the writer heard 
subsequently, Captain Whitney received the letter, and endeavoured to fulfil the writer’s 
orders, but was bribed and the vessel was fitted out in the port of Gibraltar by Botelho, 
his brother Manuel, and one Viera; the consignee in that port was Francisco Xavier 
Machado. 

Some time in the latter part of August 1858, or commencement of September, 
Mr. Pozo notified the writer that Botelho had succeeded in landing from his ship nearly 
1,000 negroes. Communicating this information to J. M. Ceballos, he replied that, so far 
as his friends were interested therein, he rejoiced at their good fortune, and for the writer 
not to be under any alarm, as they would arrange matters, so far as the vessel was 
concerned, that he should not be prejudiced in any way—(the writer did not feel any 
alarm, supposing that the vessel had really been sold and placed under a foreign flag, he 
having heard reports to that effect during the summer). 

A few days after, the newspapers published an account of a vessel having been seen 
and found scuttled off Montank Point (date forgotten, but appeared in one Friday’s issue 
of ‘Journal of Commerce.”) On the following ‘Tuesday, the two mates, Macomber and 
Coleman, made their appearance in the writer's office, and gave him the information 
which afterwards appeared in a letter in the “ New York Herald.’’ They moreover stated 
that no sale had been made, that Whitney received the writer’s letter, that the ship was under 
the United States’ flag and register, and that whilst the crew were boring fourteen holes 
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below they proceeded to the galley, and committed the papers to the flames, Coleman 
fanning with his mouth in order that they should burn quicker. 

On their departure, the writer immediately proceeded to find J. M. Ceballos, and on 
giving him this information he added, that they were a parcel of scoundrels, deserved 
hanging. &c. ; that he would write immediately to Havana, and get justice done to the 
writer. On his next meeting with J. M. Ceballos in the street, he was asked if anything 
had transpired, the writer replying in the negative: but stated that, by the first steamer 
for Havana he purposed forwarding a power of attorney to prosecute the parties: to 
which J. M. Ceballos replied, do nothing of the kind, ag it would create a great scandal, 
and compromise a great many persons ; that he would take it upon hiniself to see me fully 
indemnified. 

Notwithstanding all this, the writer, fearing that he relied too much on the promises 
of J. M. Ceballos, executed a general power of attorney : but when it reached the Havana 
Botelho had left two days previous, for Cadiz, in the Spanish mail-steamer. 

Pending the investigations before the United States’ Commissioner, the writer was 
informed by Mr. Eladio Rubira and J. Lima Viana that Botelho had but a small interest 
(see letter in ‘‘ Herald ’’), and that the ‘* Haidee’’ was owned in Havana on shares; and 
although several parties connected with the affair were then in this city, the writer could 
not arrest them without being guilty of a breach of confidence, added to the certainty that 
if these parties were called upon to corroborate the writer’s affidavit they would perjure 
themselves (it not being considered in their countries a mortal sin to commit perjury) : 
besides, this information was given to the writer owing to the great distress of mind he 
was labouring under, and the disgrace attached to his name; consequently, the writer 
endeavoured to have the Havana parties punished, but such was their commanding influ- 
ence and wealth, that no one would act in his behalf (see Havana Ictters from J. C.); 
but the writer succecded, by money and influence, in procuring evidence as to the future 
plans (see letter of J. C.) of the parties interested in the ‘ Haidee ” affair, likewise of other 
transactions of the same nature, but he has been so cireumstanced in his pecuniary means 
that he has not been able to follow them up. That the whole “ Haidee” affair was 
previously arranged at the Havana, and in this city, by Julian Zulucta and Co., José 
Pla, Lemus (Botclho’s partner), Miranda (now in this city), Botelho, and of his interest 
he conceded to Abranches, Almeida, and Co. the amcunt of [,500 dollars in settlement 
of a claim they had against’ Botelho, and that on John M. Ceballos (an intimate friend 
of the two first-named parties) devolved the duty of procuring a person honest enough 
not to do a dirty action ; that this person first stated that he had no funds of Botelho; subse- 
quently, he told the writer that Botelho had brought from Havana, drawn by one of the 
above-named parties, a draft against him, and in Botelho's favour, for 5,000 dollars, and 
which were the funds invested in the 1,000 barrels of flour. That, meeting J. M. Ceballos in 
Wall-street, the writer inquired from him if he had heard from Havana, and, replying in 
the affirmative, stated that Zulueta and Co. and Pl& had written to him, stating that 
except the writer’s life was in jeopardy, or he was being entangled, only in that case, then, 
would they be called upon to act; that he was still endeavouring to get the writer indemni- 
fied, but not to count upon it, or think of it; in the meantime, the writer should keep it 
in the newspapers as much as possible, to give his efforts some plausible effect : but 
previous to this, John M. Ceballos, seeing the distress of mind that the writer was under, 
advised him to conceal himself at the Steven’s House, and leave the next day in the 
Havana steamer; that he would give the writer letters of recommendation to his friends on 
the island, and they would assist him. To all of which the writer refused to listen, stating 
his innocence, and the doing so would really make him appear guilty; but requested of 
J. M Ceballos the loan of 100 or 200 dollars, to retain Counsel, and the former amount 
was loaned him. 

The writer further states, that Abranches committed rank perjury, swearing that the 
former paid his notes. ‘hat a few days previous to the trial, the writer was requested by 
Abranches to hand him the notes in question, so that he could enter them into his books, 
as his firm had no knowledge or memorandum of them, and that he was asked by 
Mr. Smith, of that concern, in presence of Abranches, to what he intended to certify, and 
according to that was the evidence of Abranches given, imagining that the writer would 
corroborate it. That on the following day a one-sided statement appeared in the 
“ Herald,” and some other papers, which the writer is under the impression the guilty 
parties had something to do with, as his evidence, as he gave it, appeared in the “ Journal 
of Commerce.” 

The British Government and Spain having an Extradition Treaty between them, the 
former Government can, by prompt action, secure the persons of Botelho and Viera, for 
fitting out the ship “‘ Haidee” in the port of Gibraltar. At last dates they were in Cadiz, 
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Spain. With them is Lemus (Botelho’s partner); but this person, although part-owner of _ 
the ‘“‘ Haidee,”’ was in Havana at the time the “‘ Haidee ” was fitting out. 

Miranda, another of the part-owners, and who received the negroes at Cardenas, is 
now here, and sojourns at the St. Nicholas’ Hotel. 

The negroes taken on board the ‘‘ Haidee,” were those destined for two slavers 
captured by British cruizers; about 500 of them belonged to J. Lima Viana, 17 to 
Botelho, and 17 to Castro (now in this city), and balance writer has not been informed of, 
but with the exception of Botelho’s 17, balance were on freight. 

The writer, on page 6 [p. 504, line 3], forgot to mention that on leaving his office 
and passing that of Abranches, Almeida, and Co., he met José Cayetano (steward of the 
‘* Haidee”’) coming out of said office; that Cayetano endeavoured to shun him, but did not 
succeed ; that Mr. Smith, when taxed with this by the writer, denied all knowledge or 
acquaintance with the said Cayetano, stating that it must have been to some other persons 
in the same building, giving the writer to understand thereby that it must have been 
J. Lima Viana that Cayetano called to see (as both concerns are in the same building) ; 
but the writer was astonished, in passing the place (March 3), to see Smith and Cayetano 
conversing together in the entrance to the said building, and their starting to see they had 
been detected by the writer; that this man, Cayetano, has made several voyages to the 
coast of Africa, and lives in Williamsburg, and owns the dwelling he resides in; that he is in 
the habit of calling every day at Messrs. Abranches, Almeida, and Co., and from what he 
has heard indirectly, and from his own knowledge, it is probable that the barque “ Star of 
the East” is fitting out for a slaver by that concern, with Miranda; that a man by the 
name of Pierre L. Pearce (ship-chandler) is the pretended owner of the said barque, and it 
was from this person that Captain Dobson, of the ‘‘ Haidee,” purchased the provisions and 
ship-chandlery for said ship; that this Pearce was the bondsman for Dobson, when he took 
the brig ‘‘ Putnam” (seized and carried into Charleston) to the coast of Africa, landed a 
cargo of slaves on the Island of Cuba, and from thence proceeded to New Orleans. 


er 


No. 659. 
Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 10. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, May 9, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour herewith to transmit copies of extracts from further reports 
made to me respecting the vessels ‘‘ Lillie Mills,” “ Ardennes,” and “ Laura,” suspected of 
being employed in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 659. 
Report respecting the “ Lillie Mills,” ‘“‘ Ardennes,” and ‘“ Laura.” 


THE brig “ Sillie Mills” arrived at Key West on the 4th instant (April 1859) from 
Havana (was sold at the Havana), to procure a register, which was refused by the Collector 
of the Port, except very good security was given ; and to effect this the captain returned 
to the Havana the same evening. The report at Key West is that she is intended as a 
slaver. 

From the ‘ Havana Mercantile Weekly Report,” of the 2nd April—* Brig ‘ Sillie 
Mills, American, 199 tons, Captain Wotton, Chas. Tyng and Co. consignees. ‘ 

“ February 27th.—American brig ‘*illie Mills,’ Wotton, arrived from Key Levissa. 

“February 19th —The schooner ‘ Express,’ Boss, master, returned here on the 16th 
instant from Isla Levissa, Colorados Reef, bringing Captain Wanen Wotton and a load of 
molasses, part of the cargo of the brig ‘ Sillie Mills,’ of Boston, reported to have gone 
ashore at Isla Levissa. The ‘ Lillie Mills’ was still in a very critical position, leaking 
badly, but it was hoped that the whole of her cargo would be saved, and a steamer would 
be sent down to her to drag her off.” 

From the ‘‘ New York Marine Register.”—‘ Brig ‘ Lillie Mills, class A, 190 tons, 
one deck, 10 feet draft, built in 1853 of oak and pine in Florida, coppered, full model, 
half-poop cabin ; surveyed last, November 1857. 
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New York, May 7, 1859. 

In one of the interviews | stated that a vessel under the Mexican flag was fitting out ; 
she sailed from Havana for New Orleans, and cleared from the latter port on the 25th of: 
April. 

From “ New Orleans Bulletin. "—‘ Exports: Mexican barque ‘aura,’ Lastra, for 
Congo river (Africa), by Prats, Pujol, and Co., with 4.200 feet lumber, 4,100 staves, 
10 barrels peas, 60 barrels rice, 30 barrels beef, 15 barrels beef, 100 barrels bread, 12 boxes 
bread, 13 bags coffee, 12 packages coffee, 200 empty pipes.” 

From ‘‘ New Orleans Price Current.”—‘t Mexican barque ‘Saura,’ Lastra, for Congo 
river (Africa), by Prats, Pujol, and Co. Manifest: 10 barrels peas, 60 barrels rice, 
30 barrels beef, 15 barrels pork, 100 barrels bread, 12 boxes bread, 13 bags coffee, 
12 barrels potatoes, 200 empty pipes, 4,000 staves, 4,200 feet lumber, and sundries.” 

From “ Havana Weekly Report,” February 19, 1859.— Barque ‘aura,’ Mexican, 
206 tons, Beneteaga, Bustamenta, Romero, and Co., consignees.”’ 

From ‘‘Havana Weekly Report,” of February 26, 1859.—“Cleared, Mexican 
barque ‘™ aura,’ Beneteaga, New Orleans. No manifest of cargo. 

The “ Saura”’ being under the Mexican flag, no description can be found of her in the 
“New York Marine Register.”’ 

From the ‘‘New York Herald,” of May 7, 1859.—‘‘ Ship ‘ Rebecca’ (cleared for 
Congo river, April lst).”’ 

The ‘‘ Ardennes,” which sailed from Jacksonville for the Canary Islands, in the latter 
part of January, has not arrived there at last dates. The captain’s wife has called 
repeatedly on the shipping and news clerk of the “ Courier” and “ Enquirer ” newspapers, 
to know if anything has been he ird of her husband. This vessel was sold in Havana, and 
was refused a clearance by Mr. Savage, Acting United States’ Consul. On Consul- 
General Helin taking possession of the Consulate he gave periission to Captain Pelletier 
to clear the ‘‘ Ardennes” for Jacksonville, where she arrived, and cleared for Canary 
Islands. 


New York, May 7, 1859. 
I have just learned that the schooner sold some two weeks since was the ‘ Eclipse ;” 
as there are a great many of that name, will have more particulars to communicate in the 
early part of next week. 


a 


No. 660. 
Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 11. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, May 7, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald’s 
despatch of the 15th ultimo, acquainting me of the circumstances under which a vessel 
called the ‘* Rufus Soulé” had been captured by one of Her Majesty's cruizers on the 
African Coast in the month of October last; of the remonstrance against the capture by 
the United States’ Government; and the desirableness of ascertaining whether the 
“ Rufus Soulé”? was owned by American citizens at the time of her seizure, and whether 
she was furnished with genuine American papers; and instructing me to endeavour to 
procure from the person who has recently supplied me with information upon Slave ‘Trade 
matters, the facts of this case, as well as any further information he may be able to give 
me concerning the vessel and the parties interested in her. a 

In reply, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, herewith inclosed, a copy 
of a communication to me from the person above referred to, conveying all the information 
he is enabled to furnish in reference to the “ Rufus Soulé,” and suggesting the expediency 
of application being made to Her Majesty’s Consul at New Orleans and Vice-Consul at 
Matanzas, for more full and certain information as to the ownership of the vessel. Acting 
on this suggestion I have accordingly addressed Consul Mure and Consul-General 
Crawford, acquainting them of the necessity of obtaining authentic information as to the 
ownership and papers of vessel in question, and pointing out the sources from whence it 
might probably be procured, requesting them to communicate their replies either to 
myself or directly to your Lordship as may be most convenient. 

I have, = 


(Signed) M. ARCHIBALD. 
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P.S.—The inclosed communication contains information in reference to the “ Asa 
Fish,” another suspected vessel, which should probably have been reported separately. 
E. M. 





Inclosure in No. 660. 
Report respecting the “ Rufus Soulé” and “ Asa Fish.” 


INCLOSED please find description of barque “ Asa Fish.’ By overhauling the 
‘Havana Weekly Report” I have traced up the “ Rufus Soulé,” and by the American 
Lloyd’s Register find that she was owned at New Orleans in January 1858. Will 
endeavour to find out to-morrow, by requesting permission at the office of the “‘ Shipping 
List” to examine the files of said paper, in order to see when she was sold and 
at what place. price, &c. If a sale has been effected her register, &c., must have been 
returned to the Custom-house at New Orleans. ‘To-day casually mentioned the “ Rufus 
Soule,” and the party was ignorant as to the ownership, but stated that “all of the three 
vessels which cleared from Matanzas had been captured and that they were very unluck 
in that port.” You will notice that the “‘ Rufus Soule” cleared for Cardenas on the 26t 
of June, and again cleared for Liberia on the 6th of July. It would be well to inquire 
from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at New Orleans. By a small fee he could obtain the 
knowledge as to the bond being cancelled, and by examining the files of the Picayune 
Price Current or Bulletin, information may be acquired as to who cleared her for Matanzas, 
and her cargo; this must have been on or about the Ist of June, 1858. To be confident 
that the papers were or were not genuine can only be known through the New Orleans 
Custom-house. As to the ownership of the ‘‘ Rufus Soulé” this can only be learned by 
applying to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Matanzas (if a British subject), and it is in 
his power, by a very small fee and in an indirect manner, to procure the name of her 
owners. 

The writer begs to inform you that he will do all in his power to further the aims of 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, and only communicates at the present moment such 
information as he, in the short time which has elapsed, has been able to gather, and which 
may or may not be already in possession of Her Majesty’s Government. The great 
difficulty lies in the fact that the ‘* Rufus Soulé" was owned at New Orleans, and the lapse 
of time. 

New York, May 2, 1859. 


My next will probably give you the name of the schooner, &c. 





“ Asa Fish,” Class A 2, 321 tons, 1 deck, 12 feet draft; built at Mystic, Connecticut, 
in 1849, of oak and chestnut; copper and iron fastened; meialled in September 1854 ; 
medium model, poop cabin ; surveyed in 1858; barque-rigged. 

Remarks.—Cleared by H. S. Vining on the 29th April for Porto de Lenha, under the 
command of one “ Dickie,” who commanded the slave barque ‘ Lyra,” condemned by 
the United States’ authorities at Key West. 

Part of her cargo consists of 40 pipes and 160 barrels of rum, received by John M. 
Ceballos from Havana per barque “ John Benson,” March 27th, and which were shipped 
for account of a Portuguese (name unknown) now in the city of New York. 

“ Rufus Soulé.’ No classification; 173 tons; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; mixed wood, 
iron fastened ; metalled April 1856; built at Freeport, Maine, in 1844 ; full model; deck 
cabin ; surveyed January 1858; owned by Captain Lewis, of New Orleans ; brig-rigged. 

The above vessel arrived at Matanzas June 17, 1858, from New Orleans, under the 
command of Captain Davis (from the “ Havana Weekly Report,” June 26); cleared from 
Matanzas (ditto, July 3); June 26th, brig “‘ Rufus Soulé,” Davis, for Cardenas, cleared 
from Matanzas (ditto, July 10); July 6th, brig “ Rufus Soule,” Davis, for Liberia, by 
C. de la Torriente, with 2 boxes sugar and 100 pipes of rum. 


N.B.—On a careful examination of the New York Price Current and Shipping List 
from January 2 to October 2, 1858, no report is to be found of the “ Rufus Soulé,” 
having changed owners. Inthe New York Marine Register, American Lloyds, for 1858-59, 
the date of her survey is January 1858; Lewis (captain); owner or consignee (the 


captain). It is only through the New Orleans Custom-house authentic information can 
be acquired, 


_ 
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No. 661. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 24.) 


(No. 12. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, May 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
15th ultimo, marked Confidential, stating the desirableness of Her Majesty’s Government 
being informed whether ihe vessels mentioned in my despatches Nos. 3 and 4 of the 8th 
and 29th of March are owned by American citizens, and whether they are furnished with 
genuine American papers, and instructing me to endeavour to furnish informetion on these 
points with regard to any other vessels which may be denounced to me as being intended 
for employment in the Slave Trade. 

T have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I have given, and shall in 
future give, my attention to the procuring the information desired. I am not enabled by 
this mail to communicate anything definite in regard to the ownership of the vessels in 
question, beyond the information (so far as it has reference to that point) contained in the 
reports from my informant at this port, copies of which | forward in another despatch 
under date of the 9th instant. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





No. 662. 
Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 30.) 


(No. 12. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, May 17, 1859. 

REFERRING to my last despatch, I have the honour now to inclose, for your Lord- 
ship’s further information, a copy of a numbered list of the several vessels denounced to me 
as having been fitted out for employment in the African Slave Trade, with accompanying 
observations in reference to each of them. 

I forward also a copy of the letter from my informant, transmitting the original of 
the above documents. 

From these it will be seen that almost every vessel, if not, indeed, every one, cleared 
from the ports of the United States for the purpose of prosecuting the Slave Trade, will 
carry with her a set of documents proving her American ownership, and a regular clearance, 
while such vessels are, in fact, owned by others than American citizens, who generally 
assume all the responsibilities of ownership immediately after the vessels quit the ports of 
the Union. 

I know of no other practical means of circumventing this description of fraud, than 
that of our cruizers approaching, with the American national colours displayed, suspicious 
vessels such as are above referred to. : 

I beg leave also herewith to transmit copies of further communications from my 
informant, more recently received, together with an original one, having newspaper slips 
affixed, which I cannot well detach. Of this I have retained a copy. 

It will be seen that, among other reports, is one of the arrival of the ‘‘ Tacony ” 
(No. 2) at Palermo, but which report lacks confirmation, and may be possibly intended 
to mislead parties as to the movements of the vessel in question. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure | in No. 662. 


—— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, May 9, 1859. 
INCLOSED please find such particulars as the Foreign Office requires. All the 
vessels which have cleared at the New York Custom-house, although ostensibly owned by 
American citizens, are nevertheless the property of the foreigners mentioned in my 
different reports; and as the parties taking the oath of owner must necessarily be an 
American citizen, the Custom-house, on this evidence, cannot refuse the register, and for 
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the return of which (in case the vessel is sold abroad or lost), both the captain and 
owners are obliged to give heavy bonds. 

{t is very difficult to procure any information at the Custom-house in regard to this 
subject. The writer has indirectly endeavoured to do so, but those employed by him have 
been refused access to the books, &c. 

Of the twenty-four vessels reported but two he considers doubtful, and these are 
Nos. 23 and 24, and he gives his reason for doubting them. As to No. 24, it depends 
altogether on Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Lisbon to procure information, if any, 
bearing upon the Slave Trade in regard to this vessel. 

The United States’ laws are very strict, and when a vessel is known not to be the 

property of an American citizen, she is seized and confiscated. To obviate this, the oath 
of ownership is always taken by an American citizen ; most generally it is done by the 
person who is to command her, and who has no interest whatever in the vessel, except the 
salary that he is to earn. At other times they shift, by making a porter, or some such 
character, come forward and take the oath, which he does by paying a small bonus, and 
the person may be, or not, an American citizen. Should anything transpire after, it 
would be difficult to find the owner, and consequently the nationality difficult to be 
yroved, 
No. 24. “ Regatta,”’ Class A 3, 213 tons, 1 deck, 11 feet draft. Built at Yarmouth, 
Maine, in 1849, of mixed woods ; copper and iron-fastened ; metalled October 1853 ; full 
model ; poop cabin. Date of survey, 1858. Barque-rigged. Sold on or about the 19th 
January, 1859. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 662. 
List of Vessels Reported. 


No. 1. Esperanza, a/ias Rosita, barque, under Mexican — No. 13. Aun, barque. 


flag. 14. Angeline. brig. 
2. Taeony, barque. 15. Laurens, barque. 
3. Antelope, barque. 16, Ottawa, barque. 
4. Orion, barque. 17. Asa Fish, barque. 
5. Emma Lincoln, barque. 18. Laura, barque, Mexican flag. 
6. C. H. Sampson, brig. 19. Memphis, ship. 
7. Star of the East, barque. 20. Rebecea, ship. 
8. Isla de Cuba, barque. 21. Lillie Mills, brig. 
9. Panchita, barque. 2z. Wm. S. Grotton, brig. 
10. Tyrant, brig. 23. S. H. Townsend, schooner (suspected; doubt- 
11. Ardennes, barque. ful.) 
12. Naney, brig. 24. Regatta, barque (ditto; ditto.) 





No. 1.—Owned by one Baro L. J. Zulueta, of Havana. Has already landed one cargo 
on the Island of Cuba; were all seized by the Cuban authorities. Has been again fitted 
out, supposed at Marscilles, for Mozambique, and, if not captured, must be near the 
Cuban coast about this time. She is commanded by one Bernadas, who holds a captain’s 
commission in the Mexican navy. 

No. 2.—Be referred to J. de C. (Havana) ;* letter written last October, 1858. This 
vessel cleared at the New York Custom-house, and had genuine papers when she sailed 
for Cadiz. What has transpired since, the writer has no knowledge of. Although under 
the United States’ flag, she is owned, according to J. de C., by the same parties concerned 
in the ship ‘‘ Haidee,” who are Spanish and Portuguese merchants, residing in Havana and 
New York. 

No. 3.—Cleared for San Juan de los Remedios. A person by the name of Valencia 
purchased her. She is Spanish property ; and papers at the time of leaving this port were 
genuine. No report in the Cuban papers about her arrival. . A, M. Rus, who furnished 
the funds for her purchase, loaded her, under charter. Everything was arranged so that 
Captain Drinkwater, had he been so disposed, could not betray the owners by barratry, &c. 
Whether the register was returned, after she left the Cuban coast, to the New York 
Custom-house, the writer knows not. 

No. 4.—Purchased by parties from Havana, and cleared for Porto de Lenha, by 
be S. Vining, through the Custom-house. Information derived from Janvein (Shipping- 

ffice). 

No. 5.—Cleared for Porto de Lenha, through the Custom-house. The purport of 
her voyage derived trom Janvein (Shipping-Office). Owners not known to the writer. 


* José de Calzads, private friend, at Havana, of my i.formant; letters in my custody.—E. M. A. 
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No. 6.—Although not reported in the papers as having cleared, through Jesse 
Braddick (sail-maker) heard that she did clear from Ambriz, and was detained over a day 
opposite the Battery, when she was released by the United States’ Marshal. The property 
of Portuguese and Spaniards. Two or three of the former left in her. 7 

No. 7.—Supposed to be the property of Cunha Reis and others, although Pierre 
I. Pearce (ship-chandler) took the oath as the owner, and cleared her for ‘the coast. 
Antonio Aragon went out in her as the Spanish master. It is supposed that Dobson, 
formerly of the brig “ Putnam,” and barque “‘ Isla de Cuba,” is in command, although she 
was cleared under the command of another name. 

No. 8.—Supposed to be the property of Cunha Reis and others. Was cleared by the 
master at the Custom-house. Correa (Portuguese) went in her to take command. 

No. 9.—The property of Cunha Reis and others. Was cleared at the Custom-house 
by master. The vessel was held, previous to that, in the name of Dobson, or of his wife. 
Full particulars have already been given regarding this vessel. Since then, her arrival, 
with a cargo of slaves, has been reported to the parties interested here (from Havana), 
under date of April 9. The writer is endeavouring now to procure information as to what 
has become of this vessel and her American captain. 

No. 10.—Supposed to have been the property of Cunha Reis and others (from 
Dobson that she was the sole property of Cunha Reis.) Her captain in jail at Key West, 
and known in New York under the name of ‘* Dutch Jake.” Particulars have already been 
given regarding this vessel. A Spaniard, by the name of Esteriz, went out in her. 

No. 11.—The property of Spaniards at Havana. Was refused a clearance. Register 
retained by the Acting United States’ Consul at Havana. Consul-General Helm gave 
him a clearance for Jacksonville (Florida), and from there was reported by the newspapers 
as having cleared for the Canary Islands. Has never arrived there. The captain’s wife 
has repeatedly called upon the Shipping and News Clerk of the ‘ Courier and Enquirer ”’ 
paper, to learn if the vessel had been heard from. It is supposed that a register was given 
by the Collector at Jacksonville. 

No. 12.—Same owners as No. 11, and the same thing occurred, added to the seizure 
by the Cuban authorities. Released some time since ; loaded, and arrived at New Orleans. 
Still there at last dates, and advertised to sail for Havana by Goldenbow and Lesparre. 

Nos. 13 and 14.—These vessels did not clear at the Custom-house. The former fitted 
out at Williamsburg; no description given, as she is not down in the Marine Register. 
The latter was built on purpose for a slaver, and has been in the lumber trade ; is not 
down in the register. Took nothing but water. An entertainment was given on board 
the morning she left the harbour by those interested. She has a coasting license. 

No. 15.—Said to be the property of J. Lima Viana, of New York, a Portuguese; was 
seized by the United States’ authorities at New London, released, and arrived, and cleared 
at New York. Fitted out ostensibly for a whaler, under the command of one Curtis. 

No. 16.—Owned at Havana by Spaniards. Sold there. Delivered at Mobile. 
Cleared at that port for St. Thomas and a market. Has never arrived there. 

No. 17.—No report of this vessel having been sold. Was loaded by a Portuguese 
(name unknown), and cleared by M. S. Vining for Porto de Lenha. Commanded by 
Dickie (who was taken in the slave barque “ Lyra,” at Key West). From A. M. Ros 
that she will take in a cargo of slaves. 

N.B. Sold during the month of April for 8,500 dollars. ‘‘ Shipping List,” May 4th. 

No. 18.—Lately cleared at New Orleans under the Mexican flag, for Congo river. 
Owned at Havana by different parties. 

No. 19.—Owners unknown, but supposed to be J. L. Viana and others. Fitted out 
ostensibly as a whaler. 

No. 20.—Owners unknown. This vessel was sold at New Orleans, and cleared thence 
on the Ist April for Congo river. Since then a report was published stating that she had 
sailed for Monrovia, under date of the 26th April, with the negroes manumitted by 
Mr. McDonough. The report at the time she was cleared, was “that her manifest was 
not to be seen ;” and what may be her object, after she lands the above negroes, the writer 
has not been able to learn. From the same parties clearing the “Laura” (No. 18), it is 
probable that they are both owned by the same parties at the Havana. 

No. 21.—Supposed to be owned by Spaniards at the Havana, and ber master (Weeks) 
is said to be the same person who navigated the brig ‘‘ Wm. H. Stewart,” and is brother 
of the Weeks formerly of the firm of Wenburg and Weeks. In one of my former reports, 
I stated as to how they have kept possession of the “ Wm. H. Stewart ” and her cargo, 
both the property of Botelho 

No. 22.—No report, except such as has already been given, and which was decided 
as to the object in view—th- taking and landing a cargo of slaves. 
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No. 23.—Suspicious vessel. I infer only from those connected with her clearance 
and her cargo, age of vessel, &c., and in case she is seen on the coast of Africa, would 
recommend a strict look-out for her. 

No. 24.—This vessel was sold on private terms, and the owner’s oath taken by one 
Joseph Barlow. Was chartered with staves for Lisbon. and arrived there March 4th. 


Was elezred by one Harris, No. , Wall Street. Business calling the writer to the 
store of Negus (chronometer raters), whilst there conversing with him, the clerk of 
Abranches, Almeida, and Co., came in, and stated to Negus that “ they were already . 





and was on the point of adding something else when Negus gave him a look (by a side 
glance at the writer), which placed the clerk on his guard. That very day the above vessel 
was cleared, and no report has been had of her since her arrival 

N.B. But two Joseph Barlows in the New York Directory, and neither of them ina 
position to own such a vessel. 


ee 
Inclosure 3 in No. 662. 


-———. to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, May 13, 1859. 

YOUR note received, and will have my best attention, 

The following Memorandum appeared this morning in the “ Journal of Commerce” : — 

‘Arrived at Palermo, l5th ultimo, barque “ Tacony,” Bowen, Cadiz, loaded ; sailed 
21st for New York.” 

None of the other papers has it ; nor is the same to be found in any of the London 
papers to last dates. Have conversed with the shipping-news’ clerks of the “ Courier” and 
‘« Enquirer,” and states if anything in it, it must have been received by letter. 

This is the vessel my correspondent J. de C. of Havana wrote me of, and as the 
information was voluntary on his part, I still have faith in the purport of his letter. 
Time alone will disclose the facts. I sincerely hope that lier Britannic Majesty’s 
Government have kept a strict watch on her movements. 

Inclosed another slip from the “ Journal of Commerce” :— 

“Court or ApmiraLty.—Tne SpanisH bBarque ‘ AnceLita.—The Court of 
Admiralty met yesterday, and took up the case of the Spanish barque ‘ Angelita,’ which 
was taken in charge some months ago under suspicion of fitting out for the Slave Trade. 
Upon hearing the evidence, the libel was dismissed, the Court being of opinion that it was 
sifficient to authorize her seizure, but: insufficient under the law for her condemnation.” 


From the “ Evening Express” of May 12 :— 

“CusioM-Housk OFFICERS ON THE WRONG SCENT.—In the early part of last week, 
a fine looking brig arrived at this port from New York, for the purpose of obtaining a 
cargo of coal. Word was received at the Custom-house that the aforesaid brig was 
intended for the Slave Trade, and that, while lying in the stream, ske had received on 
board a lot of rum, several suspicious boxes, and other goods not described in the mani- 
fest. The vessel was, therefore, detained. he captain stated that the brig was about 
making a voyage to Africa, for the purpose of trading, and that the rum would be 
used for the purchase of goods, as well as the contents of the boxes (being muskets), and 
that they had been sent on from New York in charge of the supercargo. The brig’s 
papers were all right, and the Custom-house officer not finding any handcuffs or other 
appendages of the Slave Trade, the captain was allowed to proceed on his voyage.” 

The brig “‘ Lydia Francis,” Mooney, cleared for Clarence Cove, Fernando Po, on the 
6th of May. In the Marine Register she is owned by Yates and Porterfield, largely 
engaged in the African Trade, and doing a legitimate business. Whether she has changed 
owners, the writer does not know, but will endeavour to find out. 


From the “ New Orleans Commercial Bulletin” :— 


“Key West, April 25, 1859. 
“The supposed slave-brig ‘illie Mills,’ Captain Weeks, sailed on the 12th for 
Havana. Nothing could be proved against her, although those who went on board of her 
were of the opinion that she was destined for the Coast. 
“The United States’ Marshal sold on the 13th the damaged cargo saved from the lost 
ship ‘Mulhouse.’ The materials of the ship were also sold. Sales amounted to 37,000 
dollars. About 75,000 dollars’ worth of property will be saved from this wreck: 17,000 
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bales of cotton are already out, and some is on its way up; 2,000 bales of cotton will 
be saved. 

“The slave-brig ‘ Tyrant’ and her cargo were sold by the United States’ Marshal on 
the 18th, for the sum of 4,289 dollars 89 cents. Purchasers of the brig, Brown & Curry. 
She is to be called ‘ King Fisher.’ 

“The brig ‘R. Bingham,’ Southick, with damaged cotton from the ‘ Mulhouse,’ 
sailed on the 19th from New York. 

“The United States’ Marshal sells {00 bales of cotton to-morrow.” 





Inclosure 4 in No. 662. 
Report respecting the “ J. Harris,” “ Lydia Frances,” and ‘*T. R. Hammond.” 


New York, May 16, 1859. 

HEARING, Saturday evening, that Manuel Fortunato Botelho had left the city, in 
company with another Portuguese, he may have left in one of the vessels named :— 

From New York, May 13th, brig ‘‘ J. Harris,” Steele, captain; Palmas and a market ; 
cleared by S.J.Curry. No such person in the New York Directory. 

Philadelphia, May 6th, brig “* Lydia Frances,” Morney, Fernando Po. 

Baltimore, May 11th, schooner “ 7. R. Hammond,” Wilson; Cape Mount, West 
Coast of Africa. 

Also heard that Cunha Reis had left for Havana with regard to collect proceeds of 
* Panchita’s” cargo, and have no doubt that one of the vessels found off the eastern end of 
the Island of Cuba, put down as a propeller, is the identical “ Panchita.”. Know no 
particulars as to the three above vessels; but if in any of them the said Botelho has left, 
that vessel is certain to take on board a cargo of slaves. In the meantime I inclose 
description of the said vessels, 


Respectfully, &c. 





“« Lydia Frances,” A 2, 262 tons; one deck; twelve feet draft ; bu It at Damarisc ott, 
Maine, of mixed wood, in 1855; iron-fastened ; metalled May 1858 ; full model ; half: poop 
cabin ; bow ports; surveyed May 1858 ; brig-rigged. ae 

“ J. Harris,” A 2, 249 tons ; one deck ; twelve feet draft; built at Prospect, Maine, in 
1853, of mixed wood; iron-fastened; metalled July 1857; full model; deck cabin and 
bow ports; surveyed July 1857 ; brig-rigged. nip 

“ Th. R. Hammond,” A2, 95 tons ; one deck; nine feet draft ;firon fastened ; built in 
1857 at Goldsborough, Maine, of mixed woods; full model; half-poop cabin; bow ports ; 
date of survey, January 1858 ; schooner-rigged ; Wilson, captain. 





Manifest of Cargo of Schooner “T. R. Hammond.” 


15 boxes fish. 100 boxes soap. 
100 ditto herrings. 23 ditto candles. 
5 barrels mackerel. 12 barrels beef. 
10 ditto herrings. 1 ditto shoulders. 
1 cask rice. 5 hogsheads leaf tobacco. 
2 boxes lard. 10,C00 cigars. — 
20 kegs butter. 1 bale denims. 
10 barrels pork. P hace geese 
00 k der. arrels whiskey. 
“0 i ps omy : 20 dozen bottled Leaaidy. 


(Cleared by W. T. Kendall.) 


——— 


Inclosure 5 in No. 662. 


Charge of Judge Campbell, at New Orleans, on the Slave Trade. 


ms 
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No. 663. 
Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 4.) 


(No. 13. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ; New York, May 23, 1859. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 11 of the 9th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit, herewith inclosed, for your Lordship’s information, copy of Consul Mure’s reply 
to my letter addressed to him, asking for information in reference to the ownership of the 
American brig “ Rufus Soulé,”’ together with an extract from a private .note of Consul 
Mure’s upon the same subject. 

I have not, as yet, received any reply to my letter addressed to Consul-General 
Crawford. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure | in No. 663. 
Consul Mure to Consul Archibald. 


My dear Sir, New Orleans, May 16, 1859. 

] RECEIVED your valued letter this morning, requesting particulars of ownership 
and clearance of the American brig “ Rufus Soulé,” which has fallen into the hands of our 
cruizers, as being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

By reference to our Price Current of June 12th last, 1 find that the vessel in question 
was cleared for Matanzas on the 10th June, by Messrs. Goldenham and Lesparre of this 
city, as per Memorandum annexed. The subsequent clearance for Liberia must have been 
either from Matanzas or Cardenas, as she did not return to this port. Her clearance 
hence appears to have been in due order. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) WM. MURE. 


P.S.—The brokers above referred to are parties who are known to have been a 
medium in transactions of a like character on previous occasions. 
W. M. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 663. 
Memorandum of Clearance of “‘ Rufus Soulé,” as per “ New Orleans Price Current.” 
June 10, 1858 —Brig ‘‘ Rufus Soulé,’”’ Captain Davis, cleared by Messrs. Goldenham 


and Lesparre for Matanzas, with the following cargo, viz.,—100 tierces lard, 300 kegs 
ditto, 490 sacks corn, 43 kegs butter, 50 boxes cheese. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 663. 


Consul Mure to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) May 16, 1859. 

I GIVE you all the information I can procure in reference to the ‘‘ Rufus Soulé.” 
The brokers Goldenham and Lesparre are often employed in the negotiation for vessels 
which have been captured by our cruizers on the Coast of Africa. 

‘The voyage from hence seems to have been a legitimate one; but I have no doubt 
that the subsequent one was arranged and organized at Cardenas. _ 

It would be useless to apply to the Custom-house for information, as it would be most 
assuredly refused. As long as the morbid feeling regarding the Slave Trade exists here, 
we cannot look tor anything else. Seizures are made of vessels clearing for Congo river, 
a mock investigation ensues before the United States’ Court, the vessel is released, and 
pursues her nefarious voyage with impunity. All this is done merely to bina toe public, 

CuLass 
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and give some show of carrying out the law. The authorities, however, are not sincere in 
their efforts, else we should have had more convictions. I regret that I cannot give any 
more precise information. 





No 664. 


Mr. Fitzgerald to Consul Archibald. 
(Separate and Secret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 10, 1859. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acquaint you with the particalars of the 
plan which it is proposed should be adopted for remunerating the person who has recently 
furnished you with information on matters connected with the Slave Trade. ; 

It is proposed, in the first place, that he should receive a retaining fee of 100/. 
a-year; secondly, that he should receive 10 per cent. of the proceeds of every vessel 
that may be captured by a British cruizer in consequence of information which he may 
have furnished; and thirdly, that he should also receive the sum of 501. for every slave- 
voyage which may be broken up by reason of information which he may have furnished. 
That is to say, he may have denounced a bond fide American vessel as being engaged 
on a slave-trading voyage, and although the Commander of a British cruizer might not be 
able to touch this vessel on account of her being American-owned and furaished with 
genuine American papers, still he might inform the Commander of an American cruizer 
that he was in possession of information which left no room for doubting the illegal nature 
of the voyage on which she was engaged; and if this vessel were in consequence detained 
by a United States’ ship of war, and sent to America for adjudication, the voyage would 
be broken up, and your informant would be paid accordingly. 

If your informant can ascertain, on good authority, that a vessel, although sailing 
under American colours and furnished with American papers, is intended to be einployed 
in the Slave Trade, and is not owned by a citizen of the United States, a British cruizer 
will be able to deal with her: but if she is bond fide American-owned, our cruizers have 
no legal right to interfere with her, even if she had a cargo of slaves on board. It is most 
important, therefore, that when a vessel is denounced as being intended to be employed on 
a slave-trading adventure, reliable information should at the same time be furnished as to 
her ownership. The information lately communicated to you with regard to vessels 
suspected of being about to engage in the Slave Trade, although useful inasmuch as it will 
cause their movements to be closely watched, is not of a nature to enable Her Majesty’s 
cruizers to take any decided steps with regard to them. 

I am to desire that you will communicate verbally to your informant the substance 
of this despatch, and that you will report to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs the result of your communications with him. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) W. S. V. FITZGERALD. 


P.S.—It is proposed that this arrangement should remain in force for one year certain 
as an experiment, to be continued, modified, or cancelled as circumstances may render 
necessary. 





No. 665. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 16.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, New York, May 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 2 of 
the 13th instant, transmitting, for my information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, 
Her Majesty's Judge of the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, reporting that the 
‘* Panchita”’ had succeeded in shipping a cargo of slaves from the African coast, between 
Awmbrizette and the River Congo. a Salis ae & 

Referring to my despatch No. 12 of the 17th instant, your Lordship will find, in the 
paragraph No. 9 of the inclosure in that despatch, reference made to the ‘ Panchita,” and 
to the fact—or, at least, the strong probability—of her having succeeded in landing a 
cargo of slaves at or near to Humacoa, Porto Rico, the circumstances of which occurrence 
my informant is endeavouring to trace, and in respect of which I am expecting information 
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from Consul-General Crawford. The vessel herself has doubtless been abandoned at sea, 
or destroyed. 

On the subject of the former voyage of the ‘‘ Panchita,” and her history, I beg leave 
to communicate, herewith inclosed, a copy of a Memorandum placed in my hands by my 
informant shortly before the date of my despatch No. 12, above referred to, which Memo- 
randum I have brought under the notice of the Counsel to this Consulate, in order to 
make the information therein contained available, if possible. in the defence of the action 
pending against the officers of the “ Sappho.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—I have also placed in the hands of our Counsel your Lordship’s despatch, with 
the copy of Mr. Gabriel’s letter. 


KE. M. A. 


Inclosure in No. 665. 
Memorandum of the “ Panchita” Case, &c. 


THE barque “ Panchita,” captured by the British cruizer on the West Coast of Africa, 
and brought into the port of New York, is the property of one Cunha Reis (who is likewise 
the owner of the brig ‘‘ Ellen” and barque ‘‘ Isla de Cuba”). 

The register of the “ Panchita”’ is in the name of one Weeks, of the firm of Wenburg 
and Weeks (dissolved some time since), who represents himself as the owner. Conse- 
quently, when the ‘* Panchita” was captured she was not really sailing under the United 
States’ flag, nor was she the property of an American citizen, but the flag and register 
were made use of to carry out her designs. 

About this time, the said Weeks purchased for one Botelho (of the “ Haidee” affair) 
the brig “* Wm. H. Stewart,” which vessel and cargo Weeks detained, thereby defrauding 
Botelho and the shareholders at Havana of the amount of 18,000 dollars. The vessel in 
question has never returned to New York, but, from some port in Ireland, returned to 
New Orleans, and since then has been running thence to Havana. 

After the arrival of the ‘t Panchita”’ in New York, this vessel, .the “ Ellen,” and 
“Isla de Cuba,” were attached by one Jesse Braddick, sail-maker, in a suit against 
Figaniere, Reis, and Co , for 3,000 dollars, and held by him for a long time. By some 
means they managed to clear the ‘‘ Ellen” for St. Thomas and a market. Proceeding to 
the coast of Africa, she succeeded in taking on board a cargo of slaves. Arriving off the 
coast of Cuba, and the American captain finding no preparations made to receive him, he 
was forced to sell the slaves through threats, &e ; and, when he did effectually land them, 
but a few over 100 was all that the owners received, which were sold and distributed, and 
for which distribution Mr. Aranguen lost his life (see correspondence in the “ Herald”), 
The brig “ Ellen” was then turned adrift, the American captain died out in the Havana, 
and his widow exacted a considerable sum from the Portuguese captain, who was then 
stopping at the St. Nicholas Hotel. The owner, Cunha Reis, returned to Philadelphia 
from Havana, bringing with him the amount of 60,000 dollars in drafts. 

N.B.—The above information derived from Antonio Aragon and Captain Dobson. 

About the month of August 1858, the ‘‘ Panchita” was secured to Captain Dobson, 
and the vessel placed in his wife’s name, he paying Jesse Braddick the sum due by Figaniere, 
Reis, and Co., thus liberating the “ Panchita” and ‘‘ Isla de Cuba,” Captain Dobson taking 
the command of the latter vessel, and clearing her, as sole owner, for Loango, West Coast 
of Africa. 

The particulars of her voyage, and her return to Boston, were published in the papers 
at the time. 

Captain Dobson, on his return to New York, stated that if Figaniere, Reis, and Co. 
did not do what was right with him, he intended to have them criminally prosecuted for 
taking his property out of the port of New York without his or his wife’s consent. 

On making this remark known to J. Lima Viana, he replied, that Captain Dobson 
had become somewhat crazy, and that, when he made these threats, he forgot that he had 
3,000 dollars invested in the affair: adding, that with money everything could be arranged. 

The “ Panchita” sailed for the West Coast of Africa under the command of 
and cleared by master; at the date of the last letter published in the ‘“ Herald” had not 
arrived at the Island of Cuba, nor had the parties here received any intelligence of her 
being captured by the British cruizers Since then, a barque was run ashore <f Humacoa, 

3 U 2 
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Porto Rico, with 600 slaves; and as the ‘“ Panchita” was then fully due, it is more 
than probable that it was she, and some inquiries ought to be made concerning the said 
barque, particularly her description, and that part of the stern secured on which her name 
ought to be. 

The above information goes clearly to prove that from the moment the “‘ Panchita ” 
passed into Week’s hands, she was no longer an American vessel ; her capture lawfully 
effected ; and the same would have happened had the United States’ authorities known the 
fact. By properly tracing up the items, and searching the records, it will be found that 
Figaniere, Reis, and Co. were indebted to Jesse Braddick, and that Weeks was only the 
ostensible owner ; and these facts proven, would be sufficient to dismiss the suit for 
damages against the British Government. 

The barque “ Isla de Cuba” was bought in by the same parties, and cleared lately 
for Loanda, under the command of one Larkin, and cleared by master. A Portuguese 
named Correa went out in her ; as to the man’s antecedents, inquiries can be made through 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Havana. 

From Captain Dobson learned that the brig “ Tyrant,” found abandoned and taken 
into Key West, was the property of Cunha Reis ; that the captain was in jail, and was well 
known in this city by the name of Dutch Jake, and that they did not care a d—n if they 
swung him or not; that the old man (Cunha Reis) nad plenty of money now. From 
Leaver, heard that the captain of the ‘‘ Tyrant” was a half-witted fool, and had not sense 
enough to clear himself. 

A man, by the name of Manuel Fortunat Botelho, arrived from Havana (his last 
name was suppressed). Last time he was seen was on the 30th March about 2 p.m. ; 
Miranda, on the 31st ultimo, about 3 p.m. ; Jose Cayetano, on the Ist April, about 3 p.M., 
coming out of Abranches, Almeida, and Co.’s, where he had been paid off, as the writer 
supposes, for keeping watch on board of the barque “ Star of the East,” which vessel was 
cleared by P. L. Pearce for the West Coast of Africa. 

Almeida, of the firm of Abranches, Almeida, and Co., returned to New York, by way 
of New Orleans, from Havana, and was concealed here for some time. Supposition is that 
he has left in some of the many vessels which have sailed for the coast. From one Keefe 
(shipper of sailors), and from Jesse Braddick, heard that Almeida was on board of the 
“© Putnam”? until he arrived on the coast of Cuba, and was on shore when the “ Putnam ” 
was captured. About that time the firm of Abranches, Almeida, and Co., were considered 
very shaky. 

The writer believes that Thos. R. Negus (chronometer rater) has a power of attorney 
from Botelho to attach the ‘‘ Wm. H. Stewart,’ should she ever come to this port. As to 
the particulars of this transaction J. B. Gager (ship-broker) and B. del Pozo (421, Broad- 
way) can vouch for its truth. 


No. 666. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 13.) 
Yo. 15. 
Mir ek. New York, May 30, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith inclosed, for your Lordship’s information, 
extracts from further communications to me by my informant, in reference to vessels and 
parties suspected of being engaged in the African Slave Trade. to 

I beg leave likewise to transmit two slips from the “ New York Daily Tribune” of 
the 2th and 30th instant, the former in reference to the proceedings against Captain 
Corrie, and the latter commenting on the recent acquittal of Captain Townsend, of the 
celebrated slaver ‘‘ Echo” or “ Putnam.” 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure | in No. 666. 
Reports respecting the ‘* Ardennes,” ‘‘ E. A. Rawlins,” “ Florence,” and “‘ Wanderer.” 


THE barque “ E. A. Rawlins” (referred to in previous reports) was released by the 
United States’ authorities about the 18th April, and is reported to have sailed from 
Savannah for New York. As yet has not arrived, and has probably gone to the coast of 
Africa. She belongs to Mr. Lamar, owner of the celebrated yacht “ Wanderer,” which 
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lately proceeded towards Havana, and is reported to have returned disabled ; but whose 
movements are here regarded as suspicious. 

The “ Quaker City,” packet, from Havana, reports as having cleared at Havana on the 
13th instant, barque ‘ Florence,” Huck, for Cienfuegos. 

soe the ‘‘ Havana Weekly Report” of the 14th of May, under the head of 
‘« freights :”— 

“* American barque * Florence,’ 500 hogsheads of sugar, Cienfuegos to New York, at 
50 cents per 100 lbs.”’ 

No report of her arrival at Havana, having carefully examined the ‘“‘ Weekly Report ” 
for the last year to date (20th May), nor was this vessel in port at Havana, although per 
‘Havana Weekly Report ” of the 14th instant stated to have been cleared. Circumstances 
suspicious. 

“ Stephen H. Townsend.” No report as yet of her arrival at St. Thomas and a market 
from New Orleans. (See previous reports.) 

From the New York “Journal of Commerce,” 24th May, barque ‘ Ardennes” 
reported as spoken at sea, as follows :— 

‘“‘Barque ‘ Ardennes,’ Pelletier, from Jacksonville, Canary Islands, 10th March, 
latitude 6° south, longitude 17° west.” 

N.B. In the “ Courier and Enquirer’ for the coast of Africa, and so reported by 
Captain Pelletier to the British vessel which spoke to him. 

Cunha Reis is still at Havana, having gone there to liquidate the cargo of the 
“ Panchita.”* 

Miranda also sailed for Havana in the steamer of the 19th instant. He was part 
owner of the ‘* Haidee.”"* 





: Inclosure 2 in No. 666. 


Extracts from the ‘New York Herald,” &c. 





No. 667. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received June 20.) 

(No. 16. 
My | New York, June 6, 1859. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 13 of the 23rd ultimo, in reference to the owner- 
ship of the brig “ Rufus Soulé,” 1 now have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
herewith inclosed, copy of a letter from Consul-General Crawford, from which it appears 
that the vessel in question was not entitled to the protection or use of the flag of the 
United States. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 667. 
Consul-General Crawford to Consul Archibald. 


Sir, Havana, May 26, 1859. 

I AM enabled to inform you, in answer to your letter of the 9th instant, that the brig 
“* Rufus Soulé,’ which was captured on the llth of October last, off Banda Point, 
without papers or colours, by Her Majesty's ship “‘ Viper,” cleared at the port of Matanzas 
for Liberia on the 6th of July, with 100 pipes of tafia, in charge of the mate (Anderson), 
the master under whose command she arrived at Matanzas and six of the crew having 
left her ; that it is well known the vessel was sold to Don Cristobal Valdes, a notorious 
slave-holder who cleared her, and that although no record of a sale or transfer exists at 
the United States’ Consulate, the object and destination of the ‘‘ Rufus Soulé’s” voyage 
were so publicly canvassed that there being at the time a United States’ vessel of war in 
port, Mr. Vice-Consul D’Costa considered it his duty to represent the case to Mr. Gareschi, 
the then United States’ Consul at Matanzas, requesting him to call the commander’s 


* As he is said rarely to proceed thither except to prepare for landing slaves, have notified Consul-General 
Crawford of his movements.—E M. A. 
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attention thereto, which he promised to do; but it appears that the “ Rufus Soulé”’ sailed 
or was towed out the very afternoon of the day she was cleared, without the Consul’s 
having the opportunity of communicating with the American naval officer. 

There can be no doubt whatever that the “ Rufus Soulé” was owned by Valdes, 
and was not entitled, therefore, to the protection or to the use of the flag of the United 
States. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


rr 


No. 668. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 27.) 


(No. 16. Secret.) 
My Lord, New York, June 14, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, since the date of my last 
despatch No. 15 of the 30th ultimo, I have received from my informant here, frequent 
communications in reference to the movements of parties and of vessels engaged or about 
to engage in the African Slave Trade. These communications have rendered necessary 
correspondence between myself and some of our southern Consuls ; but ! do not deem it 
important to trouble your Lordship, at present, with any extracts fiom them. I will only 
observe that a!l the information I can gather leads me to believe that this ‘l'raffic is now 
being carried on more extensively than at any time for years past, and that attempts will 
even be made to open it up from the Southern States of the Union, so little dread is there 
of the enforcement of the prohibitory laws of the United States. 

The object of this despatch is to communicate to your Lordship, confidentially, a 
proposition made to me within a few days past, by Captain Edward C. Townsend, late 
master of the celebrated slave-trader “ Echo,” to enter the secret service of Her Majesty, 
in order to afford the benefit of his skill and practical experience in aid of the efforts of the 
Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers to suppress the ‘Traffic. 

The “Echo,” as your Lordship is aware, was captured about a year ago off the Coast 
of Cuba by the United States’ sloop ‘‘ Dolphin,” and Captain Townsend was subsequently 
sent ‘o Key West to be tried, where, after nine months’ imprisonment, he was brought to 
trial and acquitted. The inclosed slips from some of the New York daily papers contain 
comments on the trial, which it may be interesting to your Lordship to peruse in reference 
to the administration of justice in the United States ia such cases. 

Captain Townsend, who is still young and energetic, is an educated and intelligent 
man, superior to the ordinary class cf shipmasters. For thirteen years past he has been 
more or less engaged in and, he states to me, is quite conversant with the modes of 
carrying on the Traffic, and well acquainted with all the places on the West Coast of 
Africa where slaves are collecte! and shipped, as well as with the various contrivances 
resorted to by American and other shipmasters to elude the vigilance of the armed cruizers. 
His motive in offering his services, he plainly avows, is one arising not from a mere desire 
to suppress this Traffic, but from a sense of the injury done him by the principals engaged in 
it, whose fortunes he has helped to build up, but who, during his late adversity, had 
abandoned him to his fate. He assures me that, at the time of the capture of the “ Echo,” 
he was not in command of her, but a passenger only ; the command as well as the owner- 
ship of the vessel being really transferred to other than American citizens. 

His proposition was that I should send him to England in order that he might, in 
person, submit to your Lordship his plans. He would then return to this country, take 
charge of a slave-trader, of which he could readily obtain the command, proceed to the 
coast, and thenceforth co-operate there with the commanders of our cruizers in a way which, 
he asserts, would be eminently successful in the capture of slave-trading vessels. Time 
being of great in:portance, he was desirous that I should defray the expense of his visit to 
England, in order that he might proceed at once so as personally to submit, with the least 
delay, to your Lordship his views and propositions. His compensation he would leave to 
the sole determination of your Lordship after seeing him. 

, Not feeling authorized to accede to any such proposition, and being uncertain how far 
your Lordship would entertain it, although I am impressed with the opinion that Captain 
Townsend can render very efficient service, I now have the honour to submit all the 
circumstances for your Lordship’s consideration, with a respectful request that Captain 
Townsend’s name and proposition may be kept secret, and that I may receive your 
Lordship’s instructions at your earliest convenience. 
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The cost of Captain Townsend's visit to England and return would probably be about 
1001. sterling. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





No. 669. 
Lord Wodehouse to Consul Archibald. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 1, 1859. 

IN reply to your despatch of the 14th ultimo, addressed to the Earl of Malmesbury, 
I am directed by Lord John Russell to acquaint you that, for reasons which will be more 
fully explained to you on a future occasion, his Lordship does not think it advisable that 
the person therein referred to should be sent to London. 

You are at liberty, however, to receive from him any information with which he may 
pk fit to furnish you, and in the event of its being useful he will be remunerated 
or it. 

IT am, &e. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 670. - 
Consul Archibald to the Karl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 4.) 


(No. 17. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, June 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship’s information, the arrival at this 
port, on the 15th instant, of the American barque ‘ Orion,” in charge of Lieutenants 
Dallas and Campbell, of the United States’ steam-ship ‘‘ Marion,” Commander Brent, by 
whose orders the barque, after an examination of her equipment and cargo was seized in 
the Congo river, and sent, with her crew, to this port for adjudication. 

The “ Orion” was one of the vessels mentioned in my despatch No. 3 of the 8th of 
March last, being denounced to me as having fitted out from this port on a slave-trading 
expedition. 

It appears that she was visited, on the coast of Africa, first by Her Majesty's steamer 
“Pluto,” and subsequently by Her Majesty’s steamer ‘ Triton,’” Lieutenant-Commander 
Burton, who detained her until information was given to Commander Brent, of the 
‘* Marion,” who then took charge of her. 

All the particulars are detailed, with sufficient accuracy, in the reports in the public 
newspapers, of which I have the honour to inclose printed slips for your Lordship’s 
information. 

Among these, I beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention to the editorial comments 
of the “‘ New York Daily Tribune,” a paper more particularly opposed to the prosecution 
of the African Slave Trade than any of its class published in this city. 

The rest of the daily papers, I think, are exceedingly indifferent in their views upon 
this subject, reflecting, I fear, the lukewarmness of those who ought to be more energetic 
than they are in preventing or suppressing the Traffic. 

It will be seen by the reports that the master of the ‘‘ Orion” died on the homeward 
voyage ; and that the mate and crew, after examination, have been discharged as having 
had no guilty knowledge of the object of her voyage. ‘This decision is, I doubt not, just, 
and in consistency with the facts. The practice, as J have before pointed out, is to en 
a master and crew here to conduct the ship, directly or indirectly, to the coast of Africa ; 
then they are discharged, and, with the payment of their wages and suitable gratuities, 
passages home are provided for all such as do not prefer to embark farther in the expedi- 
tion. It remains to be seen whether or not the ship herself will be condemned ; of which, 
judging from the past, there is some room for doubt. 

I receive almost daily, from my informant here, communications of intelligence in 
reference to the movements of vessels and parties suspected of being engaged in the 
Traffic; and I regret to find that some four or five vessels, in addition to those already 
mentioned by me, are embraced in these reports. These last-mentioned vessels, so far as 
T am informed, have not yet finally sailed for the coast, but are either preparing here, or 
have gone to southern ports to fit out. My attention, therefore, at present is confined to 
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watching such as are here, and keeping our Consuls at certain ports informed of the 
movements of other suspected vessels, in order that they also may watch their movemeats. 
This branch of my duty I find to be one demanding the exercise of much discretion, as 
well as circumspection ; for, in the present state of public sentiment in this country with 
reference to the Slave Trade, and with a people so sensitive of anything like foreign iater- 
ference with their peculiar institutions, I am compelled to conduct my inquiries with such 
cose as to lessen my ability to ascertain the true state of facts in regard to any particular 
vessel. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) K. M. ARCHIBALD. 





2 Inclosure in No. 670. 


Extracts from the ‘‘ New York Herald” and ‘“*‘ New York Times.” 


-——-—ee eee 


No. 671. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 11.) 
(No 18.) 
My Lord, New York, June 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship’s information, the arrival at this 
port, on the 25th instant, of the barque ** Ardennes,” Captain Pelletier (referred to in my 
previous despatches), in charge of Lieutenant Weaver, of the United States’ Navy, having 
been seized, in the Congo river, by Commander Brent, of the United States’ steamer 
‘* Marion,” and sent to this port for adjudication. 

By this mail I forward to the Foreign Office two copies of the “New York Herald” 
of the 27th instant, in which will be found a letter from an officer of the ‘* Marion” 
detailing the circumstances attending the seizure of the “ Ardennes,” together with an 
explanatory letter from her late ma ter, Pelletier, written, doubtless, at the instance of 
parties here interested in the expedition. 

Referring to my despatch No. 12 of the 17th ultimo, in which I mentioned the 
reported arrival at Palermo of the suspected vessel “ Tacony” (No. 2’, 1 am now enabled 
to report the arrival of the ** Tacony” at this port, a few days since, on her return from 
Palermo. 

1 have, &c. 


(Signed) EK. M. ARCHIBALD. 





No. 672, 


Consul Archibald io the Earl of Malmesbury.—\Received July 25.) 


(No. 19. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, July 11, 1859. 

REFERRING to the last paragraph of my despatch No. 17 of the 21st ultimo, I have 
the honour to transmit, herewith subjoined, a further list and memoranda of vessels which 
have fitted out and left, or are about to leave, for the coast of Africa on slave-trading 
expeditions. 

I lament to state that, from a consideration of all the circumstances brought to my 
knowledge, I believe that hardly ever has the Slave Trade been more actively prosecuted 
than it is at present. In this city there are some ten or twelve leading traders, who 
devote themselves entirely to this Trattic, and seem incapable of turning their attention to 
any other business. I have reason to believe that, from the various ports of the United 
States and from those of Cuba, not fewer that fifty or sixty vessels have, within eight or 
nine months past, fitted out for this Traffic. - 

Various pretexts are resorted to in order to elude the not over-zealous vigilance of 
the authorities in the United States’ ports. Two vessels, the ‘* Luurens” and ‘‘ Memphis,” 
last winter, and more recently the ‘‘ Atlantic,” have proceeded to New Bedford to fit out 
ostensibly as whalers, while others proceed to Charleston or Savannah, where there is less 
likelihood than here of their movements being watched. 

In reference to the “ Orion” and ‘“* Ardennes,’ reported in my last despatches as 
having been brought here for adjudication, I find that notwithstanding Miranda, the 
owner of the “ Orion,” has returned to New York, no claim has been put in for her, and 
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that no step will probably be taken to prevent her condemnation. I am given to under- 
stand also that the proceedings for condemning the “ Ardennes’”’ will be but feebly resisted. 

I have lately obtained some information from which I think there is a prospect of 
proving that the “ Panchita,” at the time of her capture by the Commander of the 
‘* Sappho,” was actually owned by Cunha Reis, and not by the plaintiff in the pending 
action for damages. ; 

After successfully landing her last cargo of slaves, it appears that the “ Panchita’”’ was 
sunk. Her master on the last expedition is now in this city. 

The arrangements for the purchase of the ‘ Tacony” at Gibraltar by Lemus and 
others, for the purposes of the Slave Trade, as intended, could not, it seems, be satisfac- 
torily effected, and she accordingly proceeded on a legitimate voyage. 

With reference to the ownership of slave-trading vessels, while it is certain that very 
few are bond fide the property of American citizens, it is difficult to controvert the docu- 
mentary evidence of title. In the case of vessels cleared from United States’ ports, 
nothing is easier than to find some qualified person in an obscure or needy position who, 
for a consideration, will consent to appear as owner ; and little, if any, pains being taken 
to ascertain the truth of the matter at the Custom-house at the time of clearance, these 
vessels are allowed to depart without question, and furnished with regular papers. I 
observe that the present United States’ Consul-General at Havana is more particular in 
the performance of his duties in this respect. 

Macomber, the master of the celebrated slaver ‘‘ Haidee,” is in New York. He is 
frequently seen and conversed with by my informant. He expected to have obtained 
employment in the ‘* Emily,”’ mentioned below, and is now making interest for a mate’s 
berth in the “‘ Atlantic.” I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—July 12. Linclose communication from my informant reporting return to this 
port of the “ Emma Lincoln.” Was probably too closely watched ; but may be dispatched 
again. 

I inclose also several slips from newspapers on Slave Trade matters. 

E. M. A. 





Inclosure | in No. 672. 
Supplemental List of Vessels and Memoranda. 


“ Tda.’—A 2%, 202 tons, one deck, 11 feet draft ; built at Bingham, in 1839, of oak ; 
copper and iron-fastened; coppered August 1856; full model; half-poop cabin ; iron 
knees; place and date of survey, Boston, November 1858 ; barque-rigged. (American 
Lloyds, No. 839.) About the end of January last was found at Havana, without any 
report of her arrival there. She cleared thence, on the 12th March, for Mantua (an 
outport of Cuba; the same for which the “ E. A. Rawlins” cleared), and very recently 
only information has been obtained that she proceeded to the coast of Africa on a slave- 
trading expedition. 

“ Emily.’—A 2; 300 tons; one deck and beams; 12 feet draft; built at Philadel- 
phia in 1848 of oak ; copper and iron fastened ; coppered January 1857; medium model ; 
long poop; date of survey, April 1859; barque-rigged. ‘This vessel cleared hence 
for Ambriz on the 30th ultimo, and sailed on the 3rd instant (July), under the command 
of one Lindsey. The following is a copy of her manifest, which will speak for itself :— 





Quantity. Value. 

dollars 

Rum ne ie ee .. barrels 53 755 
Sugar .. ay aa . casks 20 90 
Flour or ‘ barrels 20 175 
Lumber feet 1,500 303 
Pork ~ F ae .. barrels 20 360 
Bread ; ath rr .. barrels 50 203 
Cauldrons . sit te i 2 103 
Empty casks a ue es 103 847 
Lard ie ae am .. Ibs. 1,000 136 
Crockery... . a .. casks 10 390 
Rice ey is si .. barrels 108 1,070 
Codfish .. = zc . barrels 25 150 
Misce'laneous se _ si 192 
Total .. is wie ns “6 a 4.776 


—__————— O00. OO 
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She took with her a Spanish captain, who had been frequently at the office of A. M. Ros ; 
and he took with him (a token by which he may perhaps be identified, should this vessel 
be fallen in with) a quarter box of cigars, branded on the top ‘‘ Comercio,” with the letters 
V B underneath, and the quantity, 250, marked on the end, with a stroke underneath. 

“* Atlantic.””—Description will be furnished in future despatch. This vessel cleared 
from hence on the 27th ultimo for New Bedford, under the command of one Silva. She 
was known to have changed owners before leaving, but no report of the fact appears in any 
of the newspapers. She will probably be fitted out ostensibly as a whaler. Her move- 
inents will be watched and reported. 

“ Triton.” —This brig, reported as No. 10, under the name of “ Tyrant,” on the 
list forwarded in May, cleared from this port on the 29th ultimo for Havana under 
suspicious circumstances. Her movements there will be watched and reported. 

“ Kelipse,”” schooner.—Proceeded hence to Savannah on the Ist of June. At last 
accounts still there. Was sold last winter under circumstances showing intention to 
see ve her in the Slave Trade. J. L. Viana, well known in the Slave Trade, supposed to 
be her sole owner. Under surveillance of Acting Consul at Savannah. Description will 
be sent in due time. 

“* Florence.’ —At Cienfuegos, from Havana, on the 10th June. 

“ E. A. Rawlins.’—-Still at Apalachicola 

“ Wanderer.”’—Still at Savannah. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 672. 


to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, July 12, 1859. 
THE inclosed slip from the “ New York Herald’ of this date ; probably the other 
papers will give nature of cargo, &e. As this vessel was purchased and fitted for a slaver, 
she will probably go out again. Will report her movements. ; 
Likewise from the “ Herald :’—Capture of the crew of schooner “ Enterprise,” which 
sailed from Havana for Carthagena, already reported. 
Respectfully, &c. 


[** Emma Lincoln.’”’-—The owners of the ‘‘ Emma Lincoln’ stated to the Ship-news 
Clerk of the “* Courier and Enquirer,” on hearing of her late detention on the Coast, that 
they had sold her last January to parties unknown to them through a broker.--E.M.A.] 





No. 673. 


Consul Archibald to the Earl of Malmesbury. - (Received July 25.) 


(Separate and Secret.) 
My Lord, New York, July 11, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowlege the receipt of Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald’s despatch 
marked Separate and Secret of the 10th ultimo, acquainting me with the particulars of the 
plan which it is proposed should be adopted for remunerating the person who has recently 
furnished me with information on matters connected with the Slave Trade, which plan, it 
is further proposed, shou!d remain in force for one year, as an experiment, to be 
continued, modified, or cancelled, as circumstances may render necessary, namely :— 

1. A retaining fee of 100/. a-year ; ™_ ; ; 

2. Ten per cent. of the proceeds of every vessel captured by British cruizers, in 
consequence of information which he may have furnished; and 

3. The further sum of 501. for every slave-voyage which may be broken up by 
reason of information which he may have furnished; and in reference to the difficulty of 
dealing with vessels engaged in slave-trading expeditions which are bond fide owned by 
American citizens, directing me to acquaint my informant of the importance of furnishing 
reliable information as to the actual ownership of vessels which may be denounced ; and, 

Lastly, instructing me to communicate, verbally, to my informant the substance of 

the despatch, and to report to your Lordship the result of my communications with him. 
In reply, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, in compliance with the 

instructions conveyed to me, I have verbally communicated to my informant the substance 

of the above-recited despatch, and I regret to say that with the terms of the remuneration 


/ 
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therein proposed he expresses himself not satisfied. He states to me that for two or three 
months before he made overtures to me he had been employed in acquiring useful iniforma- 
tion in reference to the movements of parties engaged in the Slave Trade, and in 
establishing communications with other parties for this purpose; that his whole time is 
now occupied with this business, and that he is subjected to considerable incidental 
expense in procuring information ; and, likewise, that he incurs, as I do not doubt he does, 
no little hazard should his proceedings be discovered by interested parties. 

He is unwilling to bind himself for a whole year for a retaining fee of 100I. in the 
great uncertainty of the amount of remuneration to be derived from other sources ; and 
begs to be informed how the proceeds of captures by British cruisers are ascertained or 
computed, that he may the better estimate what this source of remuneration would 
yield. 

“Lean, myself, bear witness to the great zeal and assiduity with which my informant 
devotes himself to the business. Hardly a day passes that 1 do not receive some note or 
communication from him, frequently in cypher. I think, therefore, on the whole, 
considering the imperfect means of estimating the amount of. his compensation, it is, 
perhaps, not unreasonable he should desire to have the proposal reconsidered, with a view 
to greater certainty as to his remuneration. If I may be permitted to do so, I would 
respectfully suggest that Her Majesty’s Government should undertake that, if the 
remuneration from the indicated sources do not reach such maximum amount as your 
Lordship may deem adequate, and shall fix for one year’s services, it shall be made up to 
that sum by a payment of the deficiency. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S., July 12, 1859.—Since writing the foregoing despatch, I have received from my 
informant a communication in reply to mine of the proposed terms, which I think it better 
to transmit, as I do, herewith inclosed, to your Lordship, as it will more accurately state 
than I have stated the objections urged by him. 

E. M. A. 





Inclosure in No. 673. 


to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, July 12, 1859. 

HAVING duly considered the terms of remuneration verbally communicated by ycu 
to the writer on the 9th instant, he begs most respectfully to decline the same, as not 
being in accordance or, strictly speaking, within the meaning of the despatch received by 
yourself from the Foreign Office, under date of the 18th March last, relating to himself, 
and which he takes the liberty of quoting :— 

“1 have, however, to instruct you to thank the person who proposed to furnish the 
information in question; and you will at the same time inform him that Her Majesty’s 
Government could not properly accept his terms; but you will add that, if he chooses to 
give his information unconditionally, he may be assured that he will be liberally dealt 
with, and will not be compromised.”’ 

Motive for declining the first condition.—Her Majesty’s Government necessarily expects 
the same correct and reliable information, and the same attention to this business, as here- 
tofore. To do this, all other business as heretofore must be laid aside; and Her Majesty’s 
Government must candidly admit that for 100J. sterling the writer could not give up his 
legitimate busiaess, which yields him, more or less, about 600J. sterling per annum. Her 
Majesty’s Government ought also to take into consideration that it has had the writer's 
labour, time, and pecuniary resources for the last eight months, he relying completely on the 
strict construction of Lord Malmesbury’s despatch of the 18th March last. The writer 
respectfully begs leave to hand, inclosed, a memorandum of publications which of necessity 
is required, and amounting to nearly 50J. sterling in subscriptions, &c., and to this must 
be added office hire and expenses, as likewise remuneration fees. 

Motive for declining the second condition.—Being couched in such vague language, the 
writer cannot necessarily know what constitutes the “proceeds.” How are they realized ? 
Ignorant of the laws respecting the capture and conderanation of slavers by Her Majesty’s 
Government, the writer would prefer hearing further through you in regard to this matter. 

Motive jor declining the third condition—The same expense, time, and labour is 
bestowed by the writer on all information ; and if, through such information, slavers are 
captured by United States’ naval vessels through information derived from ‘— Majesty’s 
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cruizers, it follows, if justice is done to the writer, that he should be remunerated with 
10 per cent. of proceeds, besides the payment of the 501. sterling. 

In regard to the other subjects of conversation had with you, the writer will endeavour, 
notwithstanding the great difficulty, to discriminate between vessels owned and purchased 
with American capital, and those sailing under the United States’ flag, but really owned 
and paid for by foreigners. 

Notwithstanding the writer has declined the terms verbally tendered by you on behalf 
of Her Majesty's Government, he will still continue to furnish you with the necessary 
information as heretofore, until a reply is had by return mail from Her Majesty’s 
Government. 


Respectfully, &c. 





dolls. ¢ 

“ American Lloyds,” with Supplement . ve es an < 40 00 
“ Shipping and Mercantile Gazette,” published at London, exclusive of postage .. 40 00 
“ Havana Weekly Report,” including postage : ws oe 25 16 O4 
“ Havana Diario de la Marina,” including postage .. ee a ais 18 00 
“ New York Journal of Commerce” —.. ‘i 10 Ov 
“New York Herald” . 6 aC ne wa 2% ate 7 00 
“ Charleston Courier,” without postage .. a ai ea A 10 00 
“‘ New Orleans Shipping List” . ‘ oe e ; ay 8 00 
* Boston Shipping List ” a% a as +6 i ag 6 52 
‘« Baltimore American” or os nr an os = 6 00 
“New York Price Current and Shipping List”... xe ae ia 7 00 
«Savannah ” (unknown), say same as “ Charleston Courier,” without postage .. 10 00 
178 56 

No. 674. 


Lord Wodehouse to Consul Archibald. 
(Separate and Secret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 5, 1859. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 
the 11th ultimo, inclosing a letter from the person who has recently furnished you 
with information on Slave Trade matters, expressing his dissatisfaction at the terms of 
remuneration offered to him, and requesting that they may be reconsidered. 

I am, in reply, to request that you will make known to your informant the following 
particulars with regard to the manner in which the “ proceeds” of a captured slave-vessel 
are estimated, in order that he may be the better enabled to judge of the value of the terms 
offered. 

The bounty paid by Her Majesty’s Government on an empty slave-vessel captured by a 
British cruizer, and condemned in a British Vice-Admiralty Court or by a Mixed Commission 
Court, is 5/. 10s. per ton; the bounty on vessels with slaves on board is 1/. 10s. per ton, 
and 51. per slave emancipated. 

Thus, if an empty slave-vessel of 200 tons burthen, and with a cargo valued at 
1,000/., were captured through information furnished by your informant, he would, on the 
condemnation of the vessel, be entitled to a tonnage bounty of 110/., and to a further sum 
of 100/. on account of the cargo. And in the case of the capture of a vessel of the same 
burthen with a cargo of 500 slaves, his share would amount to 2801. 

As regards the amount of the retaining-fee, and the sum to be paid when a slaver is 
captured by a United States’ ship of war, I am to state that Lord John Russell is of 
opinion that the terms offered by his predecessor are adequate for the services to be 
rendered. His Lordship desires me to add, however, that he would not be unwilling to 
guarantee that the sum to be paid to your informant shall not be less than 4001. for the 
present year. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 
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. Lord Wodehouse to Consul Archibald. 
(Separate and Secret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 5, 1859. 

WITH reference to my other despatch of this day’s date, 1 am directed by Lord 
i to authorize you to pay your informant on Slave Trade matters the sum 
o , 

You will explain to him that this payment is made up as follows: viz., 50/. as the 
first moiety of his retaining tee of 100/. a-year, and 50/. for each of the two vessels “ Orion” 
and ‘‘ Ardennes,” which have been detained on the African Coast by the United States’ 
sloop-of-war ‘‘ Marion,” and sent to New York for adjudication, on information furnished 
by British officers to the Commander of the United States’ ship. It will be right that you 
should add that Her Majesty's Government have received information that both the above- 
mentioned vessels were intended to be employed in the Slave Trade previously to their 
being denounced by our informant; and it is therefore uncertain whether they were 
detained on the information furnished by him, or on that supplied to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment from other sources: but, in the present instance, his Lordship is willing to give your 
informant the benefit of the doubt, and to authorize you to pay him for each of the two 
vessels detained. 

You will reimburse yourself by drawing a bill at thirty days’ sight on Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and you will advise his Lordship of your 
having done so. 

It will not be necessary that you should insert the amount of this bill, or otherwise 
record the fact of your having drawn it, in your Annual Account Current with the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 676. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 8.) 


(No. 20. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, July 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the ship ‘ Atlantic,” reported in 
my last despatch No. 19 of the 1Ith instant, has been seized at New Bedford by the 
United States’ authorities on suspicion of being fitted out as a slaver, and under circum- 
stances evidencing the intention of her outfit and voyage which should suffice to ensure 
her condemnation. I inclose herewith a printed statement of the circumstances attending 
her seizure. 

The “ Comoro,” referred to in my previous communications, also owned and being fitted 
out by the same parties as are interested in the “ Atlantic,”’ will doubtless be likewise seized, 
and with, 1 dare say, sufficient evidence of the guilty purpose of her intended voyage. I 
inclose herewith descriptions of these vessels, furnished by my informant, in case they 
should possibly slip through the hands of .the local authorities and be subsequently found 
on the Coast of Africa. 

I beg leave to transmit herewith a communication from my informant in reference to 
the Mexican brig “‘ Eloisa” and the American barque “ /.aura,” with descriptions. The 
former sailed from Havana on the 2lst of June last, as reported, for La Guaira, but, it is 
believed, proceeded to the Pongas river. The latter cleared from Havana, on the 27th May, 
for Trinidad, under suspicious circumstances, and is supposed to have gone to the Coast 
of Africa for slaves. 

The “ Frances Ellen,” whose description is inclosed, was loading at Charleston, on 
the 15th instant, for the Coast of Africa by the firm of Poujaud and Salas,—parties who 
are reported to have been interested in previous slave-trading adventures. As soon as she 
is cleared I will procure and forward a copy of her manifest, as, from information conveyed 
to me, I have strong reasons for believing she will shortly be found on the West Coast of 
Africa, on a slave-trading voyage. 

I inclose, likewise, the description of the brig ‘‘ Putnam,” which, it will be renem- 
bered, was captured and condemned at Boston, for violation of the laws relating to the 
Slave Trade. In the papers of the 13th instant, she is reported to have cleared for 
Jamaica, with the names of two different masters, while, at the same time, she was adver- 
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tised for sale. She proceeded to sea shortly afterwards, and there is reason to suspect she 
has passed into the hands of parties who have sent her to the Coast of Africa on a slave- 
trading expedition. 

It will be seen, by my informant’s communication of the 20th instant, that a steamer 
called the “‘ Marques de la Habana,” is suspected of being prepared, at Havana, to be sent 
to the Coast of Africa for slaves. 

In reference to the “ Emma Lincoln,” which was detained off the Coast of Africa and 
allowed to pass, and which vessel returned here some short time since from the Coast of 
Africa, it appears that she has come back in ballast, having failed, it is supposed from the 
watchfulness of the cruizers, to effect her object. 

I inclose a printed slip, containing a notice of the proceedings against the “ Orion.” 
The Mr. Vining who claims to be part-owner was merely the broker. The real owner 
is Miranda, described, falsely, as belonging to Charleston; and who, except whn 
he proceeds to Cuba on Slave Trade business, resides at the St. Nicholas Hotel in this 
city. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—I have just received a further communication from my informant herewith 
inclosed (No.4), containing information in reference to the Sardinian brig “ Prontida,” 
and other vessels. 


E. M. A. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 676. 


Extracts from American Newspapers. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 676. 


to Consul Archibald. 
New York, July 19, 1859. 

YESTERDAY I mailed you a description of the Mexican brig ‘ Elovsa,” a brig of 
about 280 tons, Captain Diaz, for La Guaira, cleared from Havana by J. Pertusio, but in 
reality bound to the African coast, and, more than probable, to where there is a factory, 
under the care of Mariano Diaz, Pongas river. She was formerly the American brig 
‘* Crimea” (and, under that flag, landed previously a cargo of slaves), was transferred to 
the Spanish flag, and now sails under the Mexican flag. 

Havana, June 21, 1859.—‘‘ Diario de la Marina.—Salida: Para La Guaira berg. mej. 
‘ Eloisa,’ Diaz, por D. J. Pertusio.” 

The American barque ‘‘ Laura” cleared at. Havana for Trinidad on the 26th of May 
and sailed on the 27th. On overhauling the Weekly Report of Havana no such vessel is to 
be found amongst those in port. This vessel arrived at Havana from New York on the 
23rd November, 1858, and was reported up to December 18th, but not having the number 
of the Havana Weekly Report of 25th December, do not know what became of her, as the 
next number is that of January Ist, 1859. She must have gone to sea from the 18th to 
24th December. The next report is her clearance and sailing for Trinidad. Whether 
this is intended for the port on the south side of the island of that name must probably be 
intended for a blind. We have reports to June 18th from the former and no such arrival 
reported. 

“Diario de la Marina, May 27,—Para Trinidad barca Americana ‘ Laura,’ Cap. 
White, por D. J. Pertusio.” 

The possibility is that the above vessel has already landed a cargo of slaves on some 

part of the Cuban coast. 1 inclose a description. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 676. 


to Consul Archibald. 
New York, July 20, 1859, 
THE barque “ Laura” is reported to have sailed, on the 22nd December, 1858, for 
New Orleans, and no other report is to be found until her clearance and sailing from 
Havana for Trinidad, as reported yesterday, She did not arrive at New Orleans. 
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The brig ‘‘ Brownsville,” Marsh, cleared from New Orleans, February 13th, for Punta 
Lenha, Congo river, West Coast of Africa, with the following cargo : 41,000 feet of lumber, 
3,000 slaves, 110 shooks, 2 pipes of wine, and 54 bundles of hoop iron. Cleared by the 
same parties as Mexican brig ** Saura.” 

Description.— Hermaphrodite brig ; A 24 ; 147 tons ; 1 deck ; 8 feet draft ; mixed woods ; 
iron fastened ; metalled October 1853; built at Bath in 1851; full model; deck cabin; 
surveyed last at New Orleans, February 1859. I trust this may reach in time to capture 
her, if not out on the African coast on that of Cuba, if she has succeeded in getting away. 

Late advices from Havana that the steamer or propeller “ Marques de la Habana,” 
formerly the ‘ Mevico,” will go to the African coast for slaves, the coal having already 
been placed there for her return voyage: will closely watch her movements. Another brig 
is also reported, and, as soon as particulars are obtained, will report to you. 

The ‘* Triton ” is reported as having entered St. Helena with a schooner as a prize, 
taken off Loanda; no name. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 676. 
Descriptions of “ Atlantic,” ‘‘ Comoro,” “ Laura,” ‘‘ Frances Ellen,” “‘ Putnam.” 


“* Atlantic.’—A 2; 699 tons; 2 decks; 17 feet draft; built at New York, by 
J. Williams, in 1836; coppered September 1855; copper and iron fastened; oak and 
locust wood; full model; house cabin; was formerly known by the name of 
“‘ Westchester ;” surveyed last at New York, March 1859. 

Remarks.—Was sold in the month of June for 12,500 dollars, and cleared for New 
Bedford by Smith, Jones and Co., under the command of one Silva. 

June 29th.—Arrived at New Bedford and fitting out ostensibly for a whaler. 

Ship ‘‘Comoro.””—A 2 ; 439 tons; 2 decks: 15 feet draft ; built at Newcastle, Maine, 
of mixed woods in 1848; metalled February 1857 ; copper and iron fastened ; full model; 
house cabin ; surveyed last at Boston, March 1859. 

Was sold in the month of June, at Boston, for about 8,000 dollars. Cleared 
from that port on 29th June. Ship “Comoro,” Hallett, for New Bedford, dates to 
July 13th from the latter port, and her arrival is not reported. 

Barque ‘“Baura.”—A 2; 219 tons; 1 deck; 12 feet draft; built at Newberry in 
1846, of oak; metalled May 1857; copper and iron fastened ; full model; half-poop 
cabin ; bowports; surveyed last at New York, April 1858. 

Brig “ Frances Ellen.”—A 2; 277 tons; 1 deck; 12 feet draft; built at Rockland, 
Maine, by L. A. Knowles, of mixed woods, in 1834; copper and iron fastened ; metalled 
June 1855; 10 feet 4 inches in hold; full model; poop cabin; surveyed at Portland, 
January 1859. 

Sold in Boston, June 10th, for 8,200 dollars. Cleared from Boston for Charleston 
June 20th. Arrived July 5th. Consigned to Poujaud and Salas. 

Brig ‘‘ Putnam.”—A 2}; 187 tons; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; built at Baltimore in 
1855 of oak; coppered in 185-; copper and iron fastened ; full model ; deck cabin; date 
of sailing March 1857. 

N.B.—The above from Lloyd’s Register, 1858. No report of her in Lloyd’s Register 
of 1859. 

Remarks,—Captured by the United States’ brig of war ‘ Dolphin,” and carried into 
Charleston, South Carolina. Condemned and sold by the United States’ Marshal. 

Arrived May 3lst, brig “ Putnam,” Gage, from Cardenas (New York Shipping List). 

The “ Eloisa” is a brig of about 280 tons, sailing under the Mexican flag. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 676. 


to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, July 25, 1859. 
CALL your attention to the annexed slip from the “ Diario de la Marina” of Havana, 
July 19:— 
‘* Santo Domingo.—Saldra dentro de breves dias el berg. Sardo ‘ Pontida,’ su Cap. 
Bisso: admite como 150 toneladas de carga 4 flete moderado. Impondré en la calle del 
Empedrado, esquina 4 la de Tacon, su consignatario D. José Pertusio.” 
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This vessel is reported, in the “ Havana Weekly Report,” as brig ‘‘ Prontida,” 
Sardinian, 168 tons, Visso, St. Domingo, J. Pertusio. 1s there no way in which she can 
be captured after she leaves the port of Havana? The person who advertises her cleared 
the barques “ Laura” and ‘‘ Eloisa,” and, from reliable information, the above vessel, 
although reported for St. Domingo, is bound to the coast of Africa, most probably to Rio 
Pongas. 

From the same reliable source heard that ‘‘ A. A. and Co.” had received the 20,000 
dollars for the purchase and fitting out of the ‘‘ Atlautic” and ‘“‘ Comoro,” as stated to you 
before they owned the former vessel ; and circumstances show that the sale of said vessel 
was a collusive one. 

The “ Triton” arrived at Havana on 17th instant, reported under the command of 
Ruis. She cleared here under the command of one Buisson. 

The “ Marques de la Habana,’ alluded to in previous communication, is a propeller ; 
have not been able yet to learn whether of British or Spanish construction. 

A brig sailed from Havana in the early part of the present month for the African 
coast, but, from files being incomplete, have not been able to trace her. She sailed under 
the Spanish flag. In a few days, will probably report her name, and further particulars. 

Dates to the 21st instant from Charleston report the ‘‘ Frances Ellen” as being still 
loading for the West Coast of Africa. No report of arrival of barque ‘‘ Sam. Shepard,” 
which left this port on the 11th instant. 

The Chilian ship “ Alcoy” cleared from Havana on the 26th April for Cienfuegos. 
She is reported as being a vessel of 343 tons, under the command of one Ibarraran. 
Arrived at Cienfuegos May 10. Suspicious vessel. No report of her clearance. 

The brig “ Kingbird,’ Captain Collins, cleared at Baltimore for Havana on the 
25th June Dates to the 19th instant. Her arrival not reported. On her previous 
voyage, 10,000 dollars was refused for her; held at 12,000 dollars. Will report further 
in regard to her. 

Respectfully, &c. 








No. 677. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 8.) 


(No. 21. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, July 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Wodehouse’s despatch of the 
Ist instant, in reply to my despatch No. 16 of the 14th instant, acquainting me that your 
Lordship does not think it advisable that the person referred to in my despatch should be 
sent to London ; and further acquainting me that I am at liberty to receive from him any 
information which he may think fit to furnish me, and that, in the event of its being 
useful, he will be remunerated for it. 

I have communicated to the person in question your Lordship’s opinion in reference 
1o his proposition to proceed to London. I have not had an opportunity of seeing him 
since the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, but have indirectly heard that he has made a 
proposition to the United States’ Government to be permitted to go out to the coast of 
Africa in one of their cruizers, for the purposes seein i in his proposition to me. 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





* No. 678. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 15.) 


My Lord, New York, August 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, the copy of a letter from my 
informant, reporting the expected arrival of two vessels, from the coast of Africa, with 
slaves, to be landed on some part of the coast of Texas; also, the sailing of the Belgian 
brig ‘‘ Rubens,” from Havana, on a slave-trading expedition. 

I have to report that the ‘ Comoro,” referred to in my last despatch, cleared, on the 
30th ultimo, from New Bedford, on a whaling voyage in the Pacific Ocean. The circum- 
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stances connected with her outfit do not appear to have been such as to justify her seizure 
by the authorities at that port. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 678. 





to Consul Archibald. 


New York, July 27, 1859. 

IN casual conversation with one of our ship-brokers, he states that two vessels were 
expected from the coast of Africa, and that they would land their cargoes on some part of 
the coast of Texas. That it was a positive fact, some two weeks since, the writer heard, 
that some five or six persons, Southerners, had left this city with 60,000 dollars, in gold, 
for Texas, with some such scheme, and that one of the parties was a brother of the present 
Mayor of Natchez. The information obtained yesterday, in connection with the latter, 
proves conclusively that it is all reliable. 

The Belgian brig “‘ Rubens” sailed, a short time since, from Havana for the coast of 
Africa. Although there are parties in this city who know the particulars, the writer has 
not yet been able to learn anything in regard to her present name. She is 285 tons 
een partner beams ; built, in 1840, at Antwerp, of oak and fir, and draws fourteen 
eel. 

The African mail has been received, and shows the movements of certain parties. The 
news must be very unsatisfactory. Have not had access to the papers per “ North Briton,” 
consequently cannot report anything. 

The “ Nancy” and ‘‘ Frances Ellen” are still at New Orleans and Charleston. 





Inclosure 2 in No 678. 


Extract from the ‘New York Herald” of July 30, 1859. 





No. 679. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.— (Received August 22.) 


ne 23.) 
y Lord, New York, August 9, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, an extract from a communication 
from my informant reporting the departure from this port for Monte Video, on the 26th 
ultimo, of the American ship “ Brookline,’ under circumstances showing a probable 
intention of proceeding from thence to the coast of Africa on a slave-trading expedition. 

Also reporting the barque ‘‘ Hermitage” as having cleared from this port on the 
2nd instant for Gibraltar and a market; and stating some transactions in reference to her 
outfit indicating the destination of the vessel to be the coast of Africa on a slave-trading 
expedition. A cescription of this vessel is herewith inclosed. The Mr. Machado referred 
to is the person who, as the owner of the ‘‘ Thomas Watson,” claimed so large a compensa- 
tion for the seizure of that ship by Lieutenant Robson, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Blood- 
hound.” 

I beg leave also to inclose some printed slips from the ‘‘ New York Herald” which, 
although the statements in them are exaggerated, are corroborative of the reports of the 
intended importation of slaves into Texas and Florida. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—Since writing the foregoing I have just ascertained that the ‘“ Frances Ellen,” 
reported in my despatch No. 20 of the 25th ultimo, cleared from Charleston on the 3rd, 
and sailed on the 4th for St. George de Elmina on the coast of Africa. Below I inclose a 
report of the contents of her manifest. This vessel had had her crew on board for a 
fortnight, but awaited the arrival of the brig ‘‘ Heyward” from Havana, in which vessel 
M. Poujaud, who had gone to Havana for papers, returned. : . 

“ Charleston Exports, August 2.—St. George de Elmina, coast of Africa, brig ‘ Frances 
Ellen,’ 380 pipes rum, 20 barrels wine, 2 barrels vinegar, 12 boxes olive oil, 2 boxes 

Cuass B 
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preserves, 2 boxes sardines, 94 bundles and hogsheads shooks, 94 bundles iron-hoops, 
6 casks heading, 64 half-tierces rice, 65 barrels bread, 100 tin-cans crackers, 34 barrels 
flour, 36 cans sugar, 14,514 feet pitch-pine lumber, 50 dozen boxes claret wine, 14 dozen 
buckets, 12 half-barrels mackerel, 8 barrels beef, 2 barrels pork, | case containing 8 cans 
lard, 4 kegs butter, 4 boxes pine-apple cheese, 6 kits salmon, 4 dozen cans preserved 
salmon, and 4 dozen cans preserved lobsters.” 


E. M. A, 





Inclosure in No. 679. 


to Consul Archibald, 





‘ New York, August 2, 1859. 

SINCE reporting the two vessels daily expected off the Texas coast, I have now to 
report the ship “‘ Brookline” cleared, on the 26th ultimo, for Monte Video and Buenos 
Ayres. The berth of the first mate was offered to Macomber, who refused the same, as he 
did not like the voyage. She loaded with lumber at the foot of Thirtieth Street, N.R., 
and did not employ any stevedore in stowing the cargo. She is an old whaler, and retains 
on board all the whaling gear, &c. After discharging at the above-named ports, the 
report is that she will proceed to the Cape of Good Hope. 

The above information was procured from Macomber. In casual conversation with 
a ship-broker, he stated to me that he had been informed by a shipping-master of the 
circumstances connected with this vessel ; but added that “he did not think she would 
succeed, as the United States would have too many war-steamers on the African coast.” 
Would it not be well to notify Her Britannic Majesty’s Consuls at the said ports, and by 
closely watching her movements enough proof could be procured to capture her. No 
description of the ship is to be had from the register (American Lloyds), nor anything 
reliable as to whom the ship belongs to, nor for whose account is the voyage undertaken. 

I beg to call your attention to the barque ‘* Hermitage. This vessel has been for 
the last two years tied up at the Atlantic Dock. She cleared this day for Gibraltar and 
a market. She stands in the name of one Latto (a policeman), and who has cleared her. 
A woman by the name of Mrs. Watson has had the management of the whole affair (she 
is said to be Machado’s agent). About a week since she telegraphed to a captain to come 
on to take command, but he not getting his wages (customary) refused and returned. 
The propusition was for him to take command and sail the vessel for Lisbon, and from 
thence to another port. The question was asked him what he expected in case the vessel 
should be sold abroad. 

I have not the slightest doubt from all the circumstances that the same plan will be 
followed out as in the case of the ‘‘ Haidee.”” The above vessel was to load with staves. 
She has been caulked all over within the past week. Machado was in the city last 
Thursday : the vessel belonged to him, was sold at auction, and supposed bought in for 
his account. J. Lima Viana returned last week from Savannah and Charleston; he has 
been absent nearly a month. 

The two above vessels intending to fit out at foreign ports the writer cannot, or will 
not, be able to procure any further information in regard to their movements or destina- 
tion. 

Barque “ Hermitage ;” no classification ; 317 tons; 1 deck ; 13 feet draught ; built at 
Baltimore in 1844 of oak, copper and iron fastened, metalled June 1857 ; medium model ; 
deck cabin; date of survey May 1859. 





No. 680. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 5.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, New York, August 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, for your Lordship’s information, 
extracts from communications to me by my informant on Slave Trade matters, of the 
several dates of the 9th, 15th, 16th, and 17th instant, reporting various circumstances in 
reference to the movements of vessels engaged in, or suspected of being about to engage 
in, the Slave Trade. ; 

Among other matters reported, your Lordship will be surprised to learn that the 
recently captured slaver ‘‘ Orion” has again sailed for Porto da Lenha on the West Coast 
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of Africa, doubtless with the intention of effecting the purpose of her former voyage. She 
was cleared on the 10th instant, by the master, Morgan. It will be perceived, on reference 
to extract No. 1, herewith inclosed, that the second departure of this vessel has been 
facilitated by the highly objectionable practice of permitting interested parties to tender 
the appraised value of the vessel and cargo, and thus obtain possession of them, before 
final adjudication. The fact of this vessel being again at large on the Coast of Africa, will 
probably be made use of, in case of her being again detained, to mislead the commanders 
of our cruizers as to the object of her voyage. 

The Monte Videan barque ‘‘ Emily” will shortly proceed from this port to Cadiz to 
fit out there, under circumstances which I am assured will leave no doubt as to her 
intended voyage and destination, and which my informant considers will justify her seizure 
on leaving that port. He suggests the expediency of her movements at Cadiz being 
watched, as well as those of the ‘* Vicksburg” and ‘‘ Thomas Watson,” both of which were, 
at last advices, at Cadiz under somewhat suspicious circumstances. 

My informant further reports the clearance of the Sardinian brig ‘‘ Prontida” from 
Havana on the 5th instant, for Genoa. No report is given of her manifest. She had been 
advertised for San Domingo, and was known to be fitting out at Havana for a slave- 
trading expedition. 

He also reports the sailing of the ‘‘ Tavernier” from Cardenas on the 27th instant, 
for Fernando Po, on a slave-trading voyage; and the clearance of the “ Newsboy” from 
Portland for Fayal, on the 15th instant, under suspicious circumstances. 

He likewise refers to two vessels, the ‘ Denmark” and “ Wyvern,” as having recently 
cleared from Boston for St. Thomas and a market, which, while it is supposed to mean 
St. Thomas in the West Indies, may, in fact, mean St. Thomas on the West Coast of 
Africa, where possibly one or both of these vessels may yet be found. 

The “ Antelope” previously reported at San Juan de los Remedios (Cuba), is reported 
to have slipped out of that harbour, having just before changed her crew, and with the 
syllable “‘lope’* erased from the name on her stern. 

Descriptions of the ‘‘ Emily,” ‘‘ Tavernier,”’ and ‘‘ Newsboy’’ are herewith inclosed. 

| beg leave to transmit herewith, duplicate copies of a publication in the ‘‘ New York 
Herald” of the 15th instant, on the subject of the African Slave Trade, containing a consi- 
derable amount of interesting information. I beg to call attention, more particularly, to 
that portion of it which describes, and with much accuracy, the mode of fitting out slavers 
from New York and other ports, and the manner in which the voyage is performed, 
confirming my own statements on this subject in former despatches. 

I may observe, at the same time, that a chief object of the publications at present on 
the subject of the Slave Trade, is for the purpose of influencing public opinion with 
reference to the approaching Presidential election. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 680, 
+—-— lo Consul Archibald. 


(Extract. ) New York, August 9, 1859. 

ON the day the last communication was mailed to you, I called on Albert Horn, and 
as he had the barque “Emily” (Monte Videan flag) either chartered, or owned her when 
she was a Havana packet, I stated to him the report of her present business, to which he 
replied that, no doubt he would have to appraise her. Not understanding the remark, he 
showed me the appraisal of the ‘“ Orion” at 2,000 dollars, and her cargo at 5,923 dollars ; 
that of the “Ardennes” he refused to appraise until her cargo was discharged, as he did not 
wish to incur any responsibility. On my remarking that the appraisal was too low, he 
stated that they had purchased too high. Mentioning the fact to a ship-broker, he stated 
to me that these appraisals were made so low on purpose, in order that the owners could 
by tendering the amount of the appraisement, get possession of their property again. 

The party appraising is appointed by the lederal authorities, and is the same person 
who formerly owned the ‘ Minnetonka,’ “ Putnam,” “ Emily,” and to whom the 
“Florence” ‘arrived here on the 7th instant) comes consigned. Whether interested or 
not in their subsequent voyages, the writer knows not. > 

The “Regatta” has turned up at Rio Grande. This is the vessel notitied as 
suspected She is now reported for sale. She was purchased last January or February. 
Description was previously inclosed to you. 9 eB 
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” aa to call your attention to the ‘ Comoro,” spoken on her way to the Western 
slands. 

“ Brig ‘ Adaline Sprague’ (of Boston), Smith Menton. Italy, fifty days with lemons, 
wines, &c., to Gomer, Wallis and Co. Experienced continual westerly winds and rain 
from the Western Islands. On the first night out carried awav jib-boom, stove booby 
hatch, &e. On 2nd instant, off South Shoal, spoke whale-ship ‘ Comoro,’ of and from New 
Bedford for the Western Islands.” 

When writing to New Orleans, please ascertain who purchased the ship ‘“ Vicksburg.” 
She cleared and sailed last month for Gibraltar, laden with staves. It would not be amiss 
to have her movements watched whilst at that port. Likewise the “ Thomas Watson” 
which arrived at Gibraltar on the 22nd of April last, and was still there at last advices. 

The “ Emma Lincoln” is stillin port. ‘The impression is that this vessel, as also the 
“ Orion,” “ Ardennes,” and “ Atlantic,” will return to carry out their intentions. 


—————— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 680. 


to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) New York, August 15, 1859. 

THE barque “ Emily” (Monte Videan flag) has been sold for 10,000 dollars, and has 
been chartered to load staves for Cadiz at 20 dollars per 1,000, which is & to 10 dollars 
below market rates. The parties interested arrived from Havana, and they intend fitting 
out at Cadiz. There is not the slightest doubt of the above, and the vessel can be captured 
when leaving Cadiz. Wili report to you further particulars as they transpire. 

The Sardinian brig “ Prontida,” reported previously at Havana, cleared for Genoa on 
the 5th instant. No report of manifest. She was advertised for San Domingo. 

By the “ Quaker City” from Havana, two or three men have arrived who, if not 
connected with the “ Emily,” have come to start an expedition. 

The brig ‘‘ Tavernier’ cleared at Cardenas on the 27th July for Fernando Po. My 
next will cover her description. 

As prognosticated in a previous communication, the “ Orion,” Morgan master, cleared 
on the 10th instant for Punta da Lenha. 

The ‘* Orion” was cleared by the master on her return to the coast of Africa. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 680. 


—---—— to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) New York, August 16, 1859. 

ANNEXED you have a description of barque “ Emily” and brig “ Tavernier.’ Of 
the Sardinian brig ‘‘ Prontida” or “ Pontida,” no description can be obtained in this city. 
Thus far have not been able to procure manifest of cargo of brig “ Tavernier.” 

‘‘ Consulado de Méjico en la Habana.—Aviso. Por disposicion del Supremo Gobierno 
de la Republica, fecha 1 del corriente, ha sido occonerado del empleo de Vice-Cénsul de 
la misma en esta plaza D. Ramon S. Diaz, lo que se publica para general inteligencia. 
Habana, Julio 28 de 1859.—El Cénsul, Ramon Carballo.” : 

Probably owing to having cleared the brig ‘‘E/oisa”’ for La Guayra, under the Mexican 
flag, instead of direct to a Mexican port. This has no doubt been done to save Seiior R. 
Carballo his Consulate, and which, if the ‘‘ Eloisa” is captured off Rio Pongas, will prove 
his connection with the said brig. 

From the “ New York Herald” of August 16:— 

“Our Havana correspondent, writing by the ‘Granada,’ states that three cargoes of 
African slaves were hourly expected at Cienfuegos. The traders were in negotiation for 
the purchase of a New York clipper barque. Business is very brisk with them. Three 
hundred and twenty-five ‘ free’ coolies had been landed from a French ship. No change 
in the markets.” ; 

As soon as the sale of the clipper barque is reported, will notify you. Most probably 
it will turn out to be the barque “ Pamphylia,” which Seaver stated had been sold. She 
had not arrived at Havana August 6. The only vessel in that port belonging to New York 
was the ‘‘ J. M. Morales” barque. 

From the “ New York Evening Post,” August 15 :— ; ; : 

“Tue New Beprorp Staver Case.—The process by which the ship ‘ Atlantic,’ of 
New Bedford, was seized as a slaver on the 2'st J uly last, was made returnable at the United 
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States’ District Court to-day. Only a nominal Return, however, was made, as Judge 
Sprague is at his country residence in Beverly. On his return here a day will be assigned 
for a hearing in the matter.—‘ Boston Transcript,’ August 13.” 

As to the “ Ardennes,” nothing further to report in her case. 

From the “ New York Shipping List and Price Current” :— 

“From Charleston, August 2, to St. George de Elmina, Coast of Africa, per brig 
‘ Frances Ellen.'—-380 pipes rum, 20 barrels wine, 50 dozen boxes claret wine, 12 boxes 
olive oil, 94 bundles and hogsheads shooks, %4 bundles iron hoops, 64 half-tierces rice, 
65 barrels bread, 100 tin cans crackers, 34 barrels flour, 35 cans sugar, 14,514 feet 
pitch-pine lumber.” 

From the “ Charleston Courier ”’:— 

‘“* Exports, August 2, Coast of Africa.—Brig ‘ Frances Ellen*:—330 pipes rum, 20 
barrels wine, 2 barrels vinegar, 12 boxes olive oil, 2 boxes prunes, 2 boxes sardines, 94 
bundles shooks, 94 bundles iron hoops, 6 casks headings, 64 half-tierces rice, 65 barrels 
bread, 100 boxes crackers, 35 barrels flour, 39 cans sugar, 14,514 feet lumber, 50 dozen 
claret wine, 16 dozen blankets, 12 half-barrels mackerel, 8 barrels beef, 2 barrels pork, 
8 cans lard, 4 kegs butter, 4 boxes cheese, 6 kits salmon, 4 dozen cans preserved salmon, 
and 4 dozen preserved lobsters.” 

Comment on her cargo unnecessary—articles speak for themselves, This somewhat 
different from above. Most of the cargo was brought from Havana by brig “ Heyward” 
and brig ‘‘ James Rose.”’ 

It has been reported that clipper brig ‘‘ Newsboy” was fitting out at Portland for a 
siaving-voyage. Her owners have published a card denying it, and stating that she is 
trading to the Western Islands, and wi'l proceed from thence to Riv Janeiro. All the 
cargo going on board is such as slaves usually carry, with the exception of the twenty 
barrels of tar, and that can be thrown overboard. Below you have her description from 
**Lloyd’s American Register.” [ should term her a very suspicious vessel. 

“ Domestic Ports. Portland.—Avrrived 15th August, brig ‘ Amina,’ Lewis, Windsor 
for Alexandria. In the Roads, brig ‘ /taska,’ from Elizabethport to Bangor. Clipper brig 
‘ Newsboy,’ Perry, Fayal.” 

Descriptions. —Barque “ Emily,” A135, 299 tons, one deck; 12 feet draft; built at 
Baltimore in 1854 of’ oak and locust ; copper and iron fastened ; medium model ;_ half-poop 
cabin; surveyed in 1858; owned in Monte Video; now lying at Atlantic Dock. 

Remarks.—Was sold about the first week in August instant, for 10,000 dollars. 
Reported in the ‘ Shipping List” August 9. Chartered to load staves for Cadiz at 20 dollars 
per 1,000 (‘Shipping List,” August 12). ‘Yo fit out at Cadiz for a slaving-voyage. 
Purchased by Spaniards. 

Brig “ Tavernier,” A 2, 150 tons, one deck; 10 feet draught; built at Bordeaux 
(France) in 1852, of oak ; iron fastened ; metalled January 1&59; full model; half-poop 
cabin. Dimensions: length, 78 feet; width, 20 feet; depth of hold, 10 feet. Surveyed 
January 1859. Formerly under the French flag, now under the United States’ flag. 
Cleared from Cardenas (Cuba) July 27, for Fernando Po. 

Brig ‘‘ Prontida”’ (‘‘ Havana Weekly Report’’), or “ Pontida” (“ Havana Diario de la 
Marina”), 168 tons; Sardinian flag; advertised in Havana papers for St. Domingo ; 
cleared August 5 for Genoa; no manifest of cargo. 

Brig “ Newsboy” (Captain Perry), hermaphrodite brig, A 2, 209 tons, one deck; 
13 feet draft: built at Owl’s Head, in 1854, of mixed woods ; copper and iron fastened ; 
metalled December 1856; owned in Savannah ; full model; deck cabin; surveyed last, 
February 1859. 





lnclosure 4 in No. 680. 
——— to Consul Archibald. 


Sir, New York, August 17, 1859. 

TO-DAY heard that Botelho, who had sailed from Cadiz and Canary Islands, had 
been captured off the Coast of Africa. No further particulars of name of vessel nor by 
what cruizer captured. Intelligence brought by brig ‘‘ Marshal Ney,” arrived yesterday 
from the West Coast of Africa. 

When writing to Boston please make some inquiries as to the brig “ Denmark,” 
cleared on the 9th August for “St. Thomas and a market ;” also schooner ‘‘ Wyvern” 
(formerly a: yacht), cleared on the 13th August for ‘St. Thomas and a market.” The 
Boston papers do not publish the exports, hence the difficulty; and as the parties engaged 


534 UNITED STATES. (Consular) —New York. 


in the trade take advantage of the St. Thomas on the West Coast of Africa, the Custom- 
house authorities and public imagine that the vessels are bound to the West Indies. 

J likewise heard to-day that the barque “‘ Antelope,” before sailing from San Juan de 
los Remedios, had shipped a new crew and captain in that pori, and slipped out of port at 
night, after erasing ‘‘ Jope” from her stern. If she has been captured her present name 
will be found to be ‘‘ Ante.” No report of her yet. 

Respectfully, &c. 


P.S.—The reason why the barque “ J. M. Morales” was not sold at the Havana was 
on account of the impossibility of delivering her outside of the Moro Castle. They offercd 
15,000 dollars, to be paid on delivery, but could not make arrangements for the crew. 
The same parties previously proposed purchasing the ship ‘‘ Benjamin R. Milan,” 472 tons, 
but found her too large. 





No. 681. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 12.) 


(Separate and Secret.) 
My Lord, New York, August 29, 1859. 

IT HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Wodehouse'’s despatches of 
the 5th instant, in reply to my despatch of the 11th ultimo, on the subject of the terms of 
remuneration offered to my informant on Slave Trade matters, instructing me to explain 
to him certain particulars with regard to the manner in which the proceeds of a captured 
slave-vessel are estimated, and the share or proportion which, in such cases, will be 
payable to my informant, where the capture shall have resulted from information furnished 
by him; further authorizing me to pay to my informant the sum of 150/.; explaining to 
him that this payment is made up of 50/., one moiety of his retaining fee of 1001. a-year, 
and 50/. for each of the two vessels ‘‘ Orion” and Ardennes,’ detained on the African 
coast by the United States’ sloop “ Marion,” and sent to New York for adjudication ; and 
adding that Her Majesty's Government had received information that both the above- 
mentioned vessels were intended to be employed in the Slave Trade, previously to their 
being denounced by my informant, and that it is therefore uncertain whether they were 
detained on the information furnished by him or on that supplied to Her Majesty’s 
Government from other sources; but that, in the present instance, your Lordship was 
willing to give my informant the benefit of the doubt: further instructing me to reimburse 
myself by drawing a bill, at thirty days’ sight, on Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 

I have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, in compliance with the instructions 
conveyed to me in the above-mentioned despatches, | have communicated to my informant 
the explanations therein contained, and am authorized by him to communicate his 
acceptance of the terms of remuneration offered to him. The payment of the sum of 1501. 
not having been yet made, I shall draw for the amount of the same by the next mail. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
aan 
No. 682. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 25.) 
My Lord, New York, August 29, 1859. 


REFERRING to my last despatch No. 24 of the 20th instant, I have the honour to 
acquaint your Lordship that I have, meantime, received from my informant several commu- 
nications, from which I have extracted end beg leave to report the following intelligence. 

That the Monte Videan barque “‘ Emily” was cleared from this port on the 22nd 
instant, for Cadiz and Palermo, by a “ fruit house.” A report that she had been purchased 
by a “ fruit house ” is supposed to have been propagated to do away with suspicions as to 
her intended employment. 

The barque “Samuel Sheppard,” which cleared at Boston on the Ist July for 
Charleston and a market, arrived on the 30th ultimo at Mobile, from whence there is 
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every reason to believe she will proceed to the coast of Africa on a slave-trading expedi- 
tion. 

The examination of the ship “‘ Comoro,” detained at New Bedford, and reported (in 
my despatch No. 22) to have sailed from thence for Fayal, does not appear to have been 
trustworthy, as she was equally liable to seizure with the ‘‘ Atlantic.” 

The latter vessel, as well as the ‘* Ardennes,” will, I am assured, both be condemned. 

The brig “ Triton,” referred to in former despatches, was purchased to be resold at 
Havana for a slaver. She cleared from Havana for New Orleans on the 12th instant, 
with 48 boxes of sugar, 223,000 cigars, and 4,529 shooks. Changed masters at 
Havana, Ruis (at present) instead of Buissson. Ruis stated to a correspondent of my 
informant that he would return, purchase necessaries, and sail direct for the African 
coast. 

The brig “‘ C. H. Sampson” (No. 6 in the list inclosed in my despatch No. 12 of the 
17th May last) arrived, it appears, at Rockland, Maryland, on the 29th June last, and 
sailed thence for Philadephia on the 20th instant. Her voyage has either been broken up 
or she has effected a landing of slaves. 

My informant reports Mr. J. Lima Viana (one of the chief traders here) to have 
stated some short time since that “they were all coming home in ballast, as the Americans 
were playing the devil on the coast.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





No. 683. 


Consul Archibald to Mr. Wylde.—(Received September \3.) 
(Private ) 
Dear Sir, New York, August 29, 1859. 

I HAVE received your note of the 5th instant, accompanying the despatches of, that 
date, in reference to the remuneration of my informant on Slave Trade matters. 

The terms of the despatch, the substance of which I communicated to him, are clear 
and explicit ; but to prevent any possibility of misconstruction, I have, at your suggestion, 
explained distinctly to my informant that the deficiency of the sum of 400/., guaranteed to 
him for the present year, is the amount, short of that sum, after taking into account his 
receipts, as well from the retaining fee of 100/., as from all other sources of remuneration 
referred to, as well in this despatch as in that of Lord Malmesbury. 

Since writing my despatch of this date, | have received a communication from my 
informant, in which, after repeating the acceptance of the terms offered him, he propounds 
a query as to his remuneration in the event of capture by United States’ cruizers of vessels 
with or without slaves, and in the event of the breaking up of a voyage, through informa- 
tion from Her Majesty's Government furnished by him. 

I do not think it worth while to write a formal despatch on the subject. I think the 
terms of Lord Malmesbury’s despatch are sufficiently explicit, and shall accordingly reply 
that in no case of capture by United States’ cruizers, through information supplied by my 
informant, will our Government pay more than the stipulated sum of 501., and that it 
will be for Her Majesty’s Government to decide in what cases of capture, or of the breaking 
up of a slave-trading voyage, he will be entitled to the payment of the 501. 

I think it well to inclose his letter, just as 1 have received it, which contains some 
information as to the movemente of other suspected vessels. I have retained a copy in the 
event of its becoming necessary to make a formal communication to the Foreign Office in 
reference to the vessels mentioned. 

My informant is certainly a zealous and indefatigable correspondent (many of his 
letters being in cypher), and gives me no little trouble, in addition to other duties in corre- 
sponding with Consuls and functionaries elsewhere on the movements of vessels, &c., 
reported by him. y 

Very truly, &c. 
(Signed) - E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
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Inclosure in No. 683. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, August 27, 1859. 

THE terms offered by the Foreign Office are accepted by the writer, and at the same 
time begs to submit the following interrogatory:—In case a slaver is captured by a 
United States’ ship of war through information derived from the Foreign Office, either in 
ballast or loaded with merchandize or slaves, what would be the position of the writer's 
claim in regard to such capture? Also, in regard to slavers seized through the same 
information by United States’ vessels of war, then released, and from that cause being so 
closely watched that they are unable to carry out the object of their voyage, and, as a 
natural consequence, have to return in ballast, thus breaking up the voyage, as occurred 
with the barque ‘‘ Emma A. Lincoln?” 

Information was obtained last evening that the barque “ Antelope,” after a long chase, 
was captured by one of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers ; and, moreover, that, in order to 
escape, the vessel was eased of her extra timbers, &c.; and the same person from whom 
the information was derived stated that all the others had been captured, but could not 
state names. The “‘ Antelope” had no name, papers, or flag; every thing being destroyed 
on which her identity could be proved. 

Inclosed please find several ships from the “ Herald ”’ of this day. 

I have to report another vessel, which cleared from Charleston on 23rd instant, and 
beg you will make some inquiries in regard to her through Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
at that port ; she arrived at that port from Boston July 9, under the command of Smith, 
and until lately was laying at Bennett's Wharf, and advertised for the West Indies by 
Holmes and Stoney, and was cleared for Elmina, West Coast of Africa, by one 
H. E. Vincent. Description from Lloyd’s Register :— 

** ‘Jehossee.’—Brig, A 2} ; 224 tons; 1 deck; 12 feet draft; built at Quincy (Mass.), 
of oak, in 1843; copper and iron fastened; zine’d in 1855; belonging to port of 
Charleston, South Carolina ; owner or consignee, H. E. Vincent ; full model ; deck cabin ; 
place and date of survey, Charleston, April 1859 ; manifest of her cargo, 45 tierces rice, 
50 barrels flour, 55,229 feet lumber, 5,000 shingles, 100 barrels rum, 50 cans biscuits, 
84 barrels bread, 28 barrels beef and pork, 4 tierces bacon, 4 dozen buckets, 67 
water-casks, 12 wheelbarrows, 36 pickaxes, shovels, spades, &c.”’ 

Propose to take a trip to New London, Salem, &c., within the next ten days. 

The vessel alluded to must be the schooner “ Trimmer,” of 91 tons: built in New 
Jersey, in 1834, of oak and pine; 1 deck; 8 feet draft ; iron-fastened ; full model; centre- 
board, and poop-cabin ; stands A 3; inspected in New York January 1859 ; owner and 
captain, D. La Forge: she has changed owners since last year. 

Respectfully, &c. 





No. 684. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 19.) 


(Separate and Secret.) 
My Lord, New York, September 2, 1859. 


Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
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— Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 20.) 
My Lord, New York, September 5, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, for your Lordship’s information, 
several communications, received since the date of my last despatch, from my informant, 
respecting the movements of vessels engaged, or suspected of being about io engage, in the 
African Slave Trade. 

I have retained copies for my own information and guidance. 

It will be seen by the communication dated September Ist that my informant thinks 
it important the Mozambique Channel and neighbouring coast should be watched. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—It will be seen by a printed slip inclosed that the ‘ Atlantic” has been 
discharged. This is no proof of the innocent intent of her voyage. I shall watch and 
report her further movements. 

E. M. A. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 685. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, August 30, 1859. 

HAVE to report the brig ‘‘ Cosmopolite,” which was lying at Cardenas ready for sea. 
Herewith her description :-— : 

‘“* Cosmopolite,’”” A 2, 143 tons, 1 deck, 10 feet draft; built at Bluehill, in 1851, of 
mixed woods ; iron-fastened, full model, half-poop cabin, bow ports ; was lately owned in 
Boston, and was surveyed in that port in November 1857. 

Have also to report the under-named brig, which has already made one voyage, and 
has now gone on another, but whether under the United States’ flag the writer does not 
know :—- 

“« Fannie,’ hermaphrodite brig, A 2, 260 tons, 1 deck, 11 feet draft, iron fastened ; 
built at Whiting, Maine, in 1856, of mixed woods; metalled, July 1857. Dimensions : 
103 feet long, 23 feet wide, and 10 feet deep. Full model; deck cabin. Surveyed last at 
New York in September 1858. Was sold at Havana for 12,000 dollars. 

There may still be a slight chance of capturing the under-named brig, which sailed 
for the coast of Africa on a slaving expedition :— 

“« Broome,” A 2, 208 tons, 2 decks, 12 feet draft; built at Robbinston, Maine, in 
1856, of mixed woods; copper and iron-fastened. Dimensions: 98 feet long, 24 feet 
wide, 9 feet deep. Full model, half-poop cabin. Surveyed in New York in April 1858. 

The brig ‘t Tavernier’’ sailed as reported in one of previous communications. Please 
report the above per first steamer. 

Respectfully, &c. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 685. 
———— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, August 31, 1852. 

THE brig “ Broome,” referred to in communication of yesterday, was at Havana on 
February 19. From that date she has been missing, and no report of her clearance or 
sailing. She was then under the command of one Mc Donald, and consigned to Hertres 
and Co. 

The person who gave the above information to the writer was the former captain of 
the brig “Fannie,” and is now commanding the barque “ Jubilee,” and left Cardenas on 
the 30th August. At that time the brig ‘‘ Cosmopolite” was lying there, ready to go to 
sea on a slaving expedition. The brig “ Tavernier” had already sailed, with the same 
object in view. Stated that the “ Broome,” if nothing has gone wrong, should be about 
due on the Cuban coast. The “‘ Fannie” had already landed one cargo, and had gone for 
another ; but did not state whether under the same flag. He sold her for 12,000 — 

Crass B. 3 
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Called yesterday to see the person who is deputed to appraise the “ Ardennes,” and, 
from all accounts, suppose the same thing will be done as in the case of the ‘* Orion ?’—she 
will be valued at about 500 dollars. Cargo not appraised yet. 

The barque “ Wm. G. Lewis,” sent to Norfolk nearly two years ago from the coast of 
Africa, has been released, and arrived here on August 28 from Norfolk, under the command 
of one Bruker. She is the property of J. Lima Viana. They have not put her down in 
the list of vessels in port. j 

Respectfully, &c. 


‘‘ Matanzas.—Per schooner ‘ W. L. Cogswell.’ Manifest not to be seen. 

‘* Port-au-Prince.— Per schooner ‘Carrie Sanford.’ Manifest not to be seen.” 

These vessels were cleared at New Orleans, July 29, by Goldenbow and Lesparre. 
The first vessel had not arrived at Matanzas; she cleared for that port and a market. 
Should the next steamer due from Havana not bring any news, will forward you a descrip- 
tion of both vessels. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 685. 


to Consul Archibald. 





Dear Sir, New York, September 1, 1859. 

THE barque “ Belle,” Captain Stone, cleared yesterday, by master, for Ambriz and a 
market. This vessel has lately been sold, as per slip inclosed, and arrived here August 19, 
from Warren, Rhode Island ; she was then put in order, and carried up to 52 E. R., where 
she loaded. Next week will hand you her manifest of cargo. ‘Ihe ‘ Shipowner’s Circular” 
states that she has been purchased for foreign account ; and everything, thus far, warrants 
her as a very suspicious vessel. Will endeavour to furnish further evidence as soon as 
certain parties can be seen. The Appendix No. 6 of ‘ Lloyd's American Register” gives 
the following description, which is not correct as to her age :— ; 

** Barque ‘ Belle’ of Warren, Rhode Island, 286 tons ; built in Warren in 1852; has 
been sold to a house in New York, with all her appurtenances, as she caine from sea, for 
6,500 dollars, cash.” 

“ Belle,” barque, A 2, 1 deck, 12 feet draft; built at Warren, Rhode Island, of. oak 
and chestnut, in 1856 (1852); owned in New York; copper and iron fastened ; metalled 
August 1858; medium model; house cabin; surveyed August 1859. 

The report on the street thus far is altogether against her. 

The two vessels alluded to yesterday as having sailed from New Orleans bad not 
arrived at latest dates: Matanzas, August 22; Port-au-Prince, August 15. The steamer 
due to-morrow will bring a week’s later dates. 

The ship “ Thos. Watson” was at Gibraltar on August 9, waiting orders. 

Please call Her Majesty’s Government’s attention to Mozambique and its neighbour- 
hood. The report is, that so many prizes have been taken that the West Coast of Africa 
will be shunned for some time to come. 

The brig “C. H. Sampson,” Potter, arrived at Philadelphia, August 24, from Hills- 
borough. 

Respectfully, &c. 








Inclosure 4 in No. 685. 





to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) New York, September 2, 1859. 
THE steamer leaves for Havana to-day. Please advise Her Majesty's authorities at 
Havana, in case there is a British cruizer in port or in the neighbourhood, of the expected 
arrival of the brig ‘‘ Broome.” The steamer's mail closes at 1°15 P.M. ° } 
The schooner “ Wm. S. Cogswell” sailed from Pensacola for Matanzas on August 16, 
the other has not turned up yet. So stated in to-day’s “ Herald.” 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 685. 
————: to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) New York, September 3, 1859. 

THE barque “Belle,” which cleared a few days since for Ambriz and a market, is 
going expressly on a slaving-voyage. Besides her crew, she has a Spanish captain and 
“ contramaestre” (boatswain), and amongst her crew are one or two Spanish sailors who 
were captured serving on board the schooner ‘“‘E/ Dorado.” This vessel was taken in a 
calm on the 16th of January last, by Her Britannic Majesty's steamer , off Grand 
Popoe. The schooner sailed from Havana under the command of a Captain Diaz, who 
has again sailed in the brig ‘‘ Eloisa”? (Mexican), of which you have been advised. 

The barque “ Belle” has, altogether, six Spaniards on board of her: the Spanish 
captain, boatswain, and four sailors. 





P.S.—The brig “ Cosmopolite,” at Cardenas, of which you have a description as being 
ready to sail for the coast of Africa, was being changed in her rig to a topsail-schooner, 
and looks, at the present moment, like one of the Cuba droghers. 


No. 686. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 26.) 
(No. 27.) 
My Lord, New York, September 13, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, two further communications 
from my informant on Slave Trade matters, in reference to the movements of certain 
suspicious vessels therein referred to. 

I have retained, for my own use, copies of these communications, to which printed 
slips are affixed which cannot well be removed. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) Ek. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure | in No. 686. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 8, 1859. 

INCLOSED, please fin) slip inzegard to sale of barque “ E. A. Rawlins :’?— 

‘“ Unrrep Srares’ Marsuat’s Sate or THE Barquk ‘E. A. Rawuins.’—In con- 
formity to, and in good faith with, that portion of the Decree or Order of the Honourable 
Judge for the Northern District of Florida, the barque ‘E. A. Rawlins,’ her tackle. 
apparel and furniture, was offered at public sale on the 27th instant, by H. K. Simmons, 
Esp., Deputy Marshal, and was knocked down to Dr. S. W. Spencer, of this city, he being 
the highest bidder in the sum of 5,250 dollars. C. A. L. Lamar’s agent was on hand, 
having made a somewhat hasty trip down from Columbus in a yawl boat, but no 2 40 time 
that was made on that side of the question could possibly win. The audience, foreign and 
domestic, was generally good looking, but could not come in.”—From the Apalachicola 
Advertiser of August 31. 

The barque ‘“ Ardennes” is advertised to be sold to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, by the 
United States’ Marshal; she has been libelled by her crew for wages. 

The barque “* W G. Lewis,” which arrived here from Norfolk, 27th August, is not to 
be found in the papers. Have you a description of her? : 

Below, please find slip of cargo of barque “ Belle,” taken from “Journal of Com- 
merce” of September 7 :— , Hs 
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Quantity. Value. 

dollars. 
Rice .. Se = tierces | 35 1,027 
Machinery ., boxes | 2 116 
Bread .. packages 140 695 
Drogs . sis ate .. casks | 6 175 
Lard .. ais oe ae Ibs. 600 78 
Empty casks “is oe ae : 100 1,000 
Lumber . ; =; .. feet 16,000 264 
Rum . « oe ++ — pipe 1 85 
Corn meal . barrels 30 141 
Beans .. . barrels 30 150 
Beef .. . barrels 16 160 
Miscellaneous ‘ 23 Pe 75 
Total 3,966 








The report is, that the barque ‘‘ Emma Lincoln” will again sail for the African Coast ; 
she has been put in order. 

Met Captain Dobson, who stated that he had not been out of the city, and, speaking of 
the party * who cleared the ‘* Antelope,” ” Orion,” ‘ Asa Fish,” ‘* Triton,” &e., that he 
was doing well, was very shrewd, and knew how to manage affairs so as not to be caught. 
Captain Dobson was under the impression that the barque “ Js/- de Cuba” had landed a 
cargo, as nothing had been heard of her. 


Respectfully, &c. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 686. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 13, 1859. 

THE schooner “Eclipse,” Cutler, arrived from Cardenas in ballast, on the 12th instant. 
Her consignees have refused to charter her, and state that she will go round to the Pacific. 
The above vessel cleared from this port for Savannah, thence for Cardenas. 

The ship “ Atlantic” sailed on the 10th instant from New Bedford. 

The “ Ardennes” is to be sold some day this week. So many judgments are out 
against her captain, that if they were to bond her she would be immediately seized by 
some one of his creditors. She is to be sold for account of crew’s wages. 

Call your attention to the accompanying slip from “ Journal of Commerce” of this 
date :— 

“ New Orteans.—Arrived 9th (by telegraph) ship ‘Mary Hammond,’ Dyer, New 
York. Below barque ‘ Marcia,’ Blanchard, fifty-three days from Matanzas. Clipper ship 
‘ Wilbur Fisk,’ cutter, Havre.’ 

The “ Marcia” arrived at Havana from New Orleans on 10th June; was consigned 
to, and cleared for, Matanzas on 25th June, by N. J. Gomez and Co. Arrived at 
Matanzas July Ist, and on the same day at Cardenas, and no report whatever of her after 
that. The last steamer from Havana stated that a barque or ship had landed a cargo of 
slaves near that port, and had sent a boat in to inquire as to the freight-market. The 
“ Marcia” is a vessel of 343 tons; two decks. No clearance from Cardenas of the above 
vessel. 


Respectfully, &c. 


SEU EEUU EEE 


No. 687. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 3.) 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, New York, September 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, four communications from my 
informant on Slave Trade matters, in reference to the movements of vessels suspected of 


* The party who purchased and fitted out the barque ‘“ Belle," is said to be H. S. Vining, so stated by the 
parties who repaired her (the joiner who is to be found at Tucker's Way, Brooklyn). 
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being about to engage in the Slave Trade. | nave retained, for my own information, copies 
of these communications. 


1 have, &e. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure | in No. 687. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 16. 1859. 

THE brig ‘“‘ John R. Rhodes” cleared from Baltimore for West Coast of Africa‘on 12th, 
and sailed on 13th instant. She arrived there from Boston on 22nd August, under the 
command of one Ruland; she is now under that of one P. Shutt; her manifest of cargo 
has not yet been published. W.T. Kendall cleared her ; is the same person who dispatched 
the schooner “ T. R. Hammond,” May 11, and which returned in distress June 11th. The 
“Lloyd's Register” has her called :— 

« J. R. Rhodes,” A2; 178tons; one deck; 11 feet draft; built at Portland in 1850 
of mixed wood ; iron fastened ; owned in Charleston ; full model; half-poop cabin ; repaired 
in 1858; surveyed last in Baltimore, March 1859.” 

The brig “ Triton” cleared at New Orleans, August 6th, for Pensacola in ballast ; it 
is difficult to know who is her captain, as she arrived at Havana with one Ruiz; cleared 
for New Orleans under the same, and is now under the man who purchased her in New 
York, Buisson. 

“ Spoken.—Ship ‘ Brookline, hence tor Monte Video, August 20th, no latitude, &c.’’ 
Was sold at New London. June 20th, to Captain L. L. Butler, of that place, for 3,700 
dollars. No description to be had of her, as you were informed previously, 

Inclosed slip from the New York Herald” correspondence :— 

“ Havana, September 9, 1859.—A letter in which was reported the landing of four 
cargoes of Bozals, which was published in the ‘Weekly Herald’ of the 27th ultimo, 
upon its arrival here by the last steamer from New York, caused quite a flutter among 
certain slave-traders in this city. 

“The captain of the ship who landed his cargo of Bozals near Sagua la Grande,* as 
reported in that letter, and then came off this port with his ship, only came as far as the 
‘ Parton’ (guard-ship), in this harbour, in his boat, and did not ‘come on shore,’ as stated 
in that letter. 

‘*T verily believe the exposé in the ‘ Herald’s’ columns of the deeds of the slave- 
traders will effect more towards putting an end to the African Slave Trade than all the 
cruizers, no matter under what flag they may sail, that can be sent to cruize off the coasts 
of Africa or Cuba. By the way, there has not been a British cruizer off this island for 
nearly or quite a year, and [ am pleased to find there are soon to be several cruizers under 
the ‘stars and stripes’ sent to cruize off this island. They will doubtless do their work 
well, and will make many captures. 

“The brig ‘Brownsville, formerly a regular trader between New Orleans and this 
port, landed recently a bouncing cargo of Bozals on, 1 believe, the north coast of this 
island.” 

Cleared from New Orleans for Congo river, February 13, already reported. 

Respectfully, &c. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 687. 


to Consul Archibald 





Dear Sir, New York, September 15, 1859. 
PER Havana steamer, learn that the brig “ W. H. Stewart ’' at that port has been 
placed under the Chilian flag, and now called ‘* La Mar ;” the same person (Laverty) is in 
command. Herewith her description :— 
Hermaphrodite brig, A2; 206 tons ; one deck ; built of oak at Dorchester, Maryland, 
in 1851; coppered and iron fastened ; metalled, January 1856 ; full model ; half poop- 
cabin ; surveyed last at New Orleans, March 1859. 


* Probably the barque “ Marcia,” Blanchard, seventy-one days from Matanzas to Belize, August 9th; at 
Cardenas, July Ist: no clearance. 
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This is the identical vessel which the eldest Botelho purchased and loaded with 
lumber, and which Weeks, of the firm of Wenburg and Weeks, put into his pocket, parti- 
culars of which you have had already. 

Have to note a very suspicious circumstance. The steamer “ Decatur,” arrived at 
Havana from Galveston on the 4th August, consigned to Mora, Alfonso and Co.; on the 
6th September she left that port for Mantua (place where most all slavers are cleared 
tor). But one steamer of this name in ‘* Lloyd’s Annual Register.’” Herewith her descrip- 
tion :— 

“ Decatur,” Captain Aegleis—A3; 126 tons*; 20 feet draft; one deck; built at 
Newburvport in 1845 of oak and chestnut: iron fastened: Description of engine: 
direct, 144 horse-power; diameter of cylinder, two of 16 inches; stroke of piston, 
24 inches; security against fire, insufficient; medium model; deck cabin; surveyed, 
August 1857. 

The brig “ Kingbird,” Captain Collins, cleared at Havana for Sagua la Grande on 
12th August, now arrived at that port on 31st ultimo; on her former voyage 10,000 
dollars was offered ; 12,500 dollars asked. Description herewith :— 

A 14; 237 tons; one deck; 10 feet draft; built of oak at Northport in 1854 of 
oak and chestnut ; metalled 1857 ; coppered and iron fastened; dimensions, length, 101 
feet; width 27 feet ; depth of hold, 9 feet ; sharp model ; trunk cabin. 

Respectfully, &c. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 687. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 13, 1859. 

SINCE mailing you my communication this morning [ have just heard that a slaver 
is being fitted out at the Canary Islands (probably Palmas) by a Mayorquin (a person 
hailing from the Island of Majorca). No further particulars could be obtained as to the 
rig of the vessel or the nationality, most probably under the United States’ flag. Please 
advise per steamer of to-morrow. 


Respectfully, &c. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 687. 





to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 19, 1859. 

THE Chilian brig “‘ Za Mar,” Furtia, master, cleared on the 8th instant from 
Havana for Valparaiso; no report of manifest of cargo; was formerly called the 
“WW. H. Stewart,” Laverty. Description already handed you. 

The steamer “ Decatur”’ cleared on the 6th September for Mantua, under the command 
of one Aeglies ; returned to Havana on the 12th under the command of McKetrie. 

The brig ‘‘ Fannie Butler,” Bartlett, master, sailed June 2nd from Bangor, Maine, for 
Havana ; her arrival up to date is not reported in the “‘ Havana Weekly Report.” Inclosed 
please find her description. This may be the ‘‘ Fannie” alluded to in one of my previous 
communications, as she was consigned to the same parties who cleared the brig ‘‘ Broome.” 

Brig ‘‘ Fannie Butler.””—A 2 ; 239 tons ; 1 deck ; 12 feet draft ; built at Bangor, Maine, 
in 1855, by T. Crosby, of mixed woods; iron fastened; zincked in 1655; bowports ; 
half-poop cabin; dimensions, length, 101 feet; width, 25 feet; depth of hold, 10 feet ; 
surveyed last at New York April 1859. 

There are no less than eight vessels of this rig and of this name “ Fannie,” and the 
above is the only one not found. 

Respectfully, &c. 





* The “ Havana Weekly Report” states 145 tons. 
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Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—( Received October 10.) 
(No. 29.) 
My Lord, New York, September 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, copies of several communications 
of the 20th, 21st, 23rd, 26th, and 27th instant, from my special informant, in relation to 
the movements of certain vessels therein mentioned suspected of being engaged or about 
to engage in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 688. 
to Consul Archibald. 





(Extract.) New York, September 20, 1859. 

THE brig ‘ Fannie Butler’ is at Quarantine; mistake arises from her being called in 
the papers ‘‘ Fannie Rutter.” In the ‘‘ Havana Mercantile Weekly Report” is noted the 
following arrival :— 

July 5th, American brig “ James Butler,” Baxter, 250 tons, to A. Cabarga, from 
Bangor. 

July 30th appears brig “ Fannie Butler,” Baxter, from New York, by Hamel and Co. 

August 30th cleared on 9th instant brig “ Fannie Buller,’ Baxter, from New York, 
by Hamel and Co. Arrived August 28th. 

1 enter into these particulars as in yesterday’s communication I stated that she might 
be the brig ‘ Fannie,” which Captain Boyd sold for 12,000 dollars, and which, as stated by 
himself, had sailed again for the Coast of Africa 


Inclosure 2 in No, 688. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 21, 1859. 

I HAVE to report the following vessels as suspicious :— 

Barque ‘‘ Justice Story,” Stickney, master; A 2; 193 tons; 1 deck; 11 feet draft; 
built of oak, at Hanover, Massachusetts, in 1846; copper and iron fastened; metalled 
November 1858 ; full model ; half-poop cabin ; repaired in 1857 ; surveyed last at Boston, 
April 1859. 

The above vessel was sold last May for 4,000 dollars; cleared on 8th September 
from Boston for St. Helena and a market; probably bound for Mozambique. 

Barque “ Warren,’ under the command of Benthall, arrived at Havana June 12th 
from Baltimore, consigned to F. Schnabelins and Co. On the 25th June she is reported 
consigned to J. M. Morales and Co. ; and on 28th July she is cleared for Hampton Roads, 
and the name of the captain suppressed, and no report of manifest of cargo published. So 
far have not been able to find her amongst arrivals of vessels at different ports of the 
United States. Description: Barque “ Warren,” Benthall; A 2}; 271 tons; | deck; 12 
feet draft; built of oak at Thomaston in 1849; metalled May 18£9; coppered and iron 
fastened ; full model ; deck cabin; repaired in 185» ; surveyed last at Baltimore, May 1859 ; 
owned in Baltimore by Russell and captain. 

The vessel ‘Julia Dean” was owned in Charleston; probably the captain of 
the ‘ Frances Ellen” was her former master, as Hedland appears to be the name 
of both. Poujaud and Salas, of Charleston, connected with the two vessels. It also 
appears that the schooner “ Araminta,” reported as loading at Charleston, for the 
West Indies, is now under the command of Ruland, the former master of the brig 
“ John R. Rhoades” (already reported as having sailed from Baltimore for the West 
Coast of Africa’. er 

The schooner “ W. L. Cogswell” arrived at Matanzas; likewise schooner “ Carrie 
Sanford” at Port-au-Prince. : . 

No report to make of the brig “ Denmark,” Staples, which sailed from Boston 
August 9th for St. Thomas and a market; likewise of the schooner ‘‘ Wyvern,” Field, 
August 13th, for same destination; the latter vessel was formerly a yacht. 

On August the 30th the barque “ Fannie,” Herrick, cleared for St. Thomas and a 
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market from this port. Should she not have arrived out by the next arrival, I will wait 
upon you with her description. 
Respectfully, &c. 





TInclosure 3 in No. 688. 


——-——. to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 23, 1859. 

FROM information received this afternoon I regret to say that, from the following 
particulars, the Mexican barque “Rosita” or ‘‘ Esperanza” must have landed her cargo in July 
last at the port of Sagua la Grande, sixty days from the coast, having taken on board 1,400 
negroes, and losing about 700 or more by death from the small-pox. The captain 
stated to my informant he was from Marseilles, and the vessel was the property of 
J. Zulueta and Co. The vessel proceeded again to Yucatan. The above particulars tally 
well with the information you received in the commencement of this correspondence. The 
supercargo (a Portuguese) is now in this city and was seen the day before yesterday by 
my informant, and only knows him by the name of Antonio. . 

There are some parties in the city endeavouring to purchase a vessel ; and, from the 
price named, it must be your neighbours * or some other house occupying the same 
position. 


Respectfully, &c. 





The report is that the schooner “ /Janover,” which lately arrived from the Coast of 
Africa, landed her cargo in Cuba; she only has a cargo of some twenty-one casks 
palm-oil. She is consigned to Abranches, Almeida and Co. I give you the report as 
received, 





Inclosure 4 in No. 688. 


to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 26, 1859. 

FROM another source have since heard that the barque ‘ Rosita” or ‘ Esperanza,” 
Captain Bernadas, lost all her cargo of slaves by death from small-pox, with the exception 
of 90 which were landed out of 1,400 which were taken on board; the captain arrived 
here and left in the steam-ship ‘‘ Asia” for Liverpool on her last voyage: it is reported 
that they lost over 30,000 dollars in the venture. 

It is my belief that the same Bernadas has gone on to take command of some vessel 
either from Cadiz or Marseilles; as the ‘ Emily” is under the Monte Videan flag it may 
probably be her, or the ship “ Vicksburg,” which at last dates was at Marseilles, and which 
in one of my former communications 1 regarded as somewhat suspicious ; she was sold 
at New Orleans, June 8, for 6,000 dollars, is 480 tons, A 24, built at New York in 1834, 
two decks, 15 feet draft, built of oak and locust, coppered and iron fastened, metalled March, 
1855, full model, poop cabin. 

Nothing to report of brig ‘‘ Denmark” and schooner ‘‘ Wyvern.” 


September 27, 1859. 

The barque ‘‘ Ardennes” has been bonded; what they will do with her remains to be 
seen, She was advertised to be sold several times by the United States’ Marshal. 

The brig “ Kingbird,” Captain Collins, arrived yesterday from Nuevitas; she cleared 
at Havana on August 12th, for Sagua, and was reported chartered to take 900 boxes of 
sugar for New Orleans, vid Matanzas, for 1,000 dollars. 

The barque ‘ Corinthian” which was lost on the coast of Cuba, was taken into 
Cardenas and there sold to one Ferrin, and at last advices they proposed sending her to the 
African Coast as aslaver. Description: Barque “Corinthian,” A 253; 1 deck; 12 feet 
draft ; built at Harpsville, in 1851, of oak and haccamatack ; coppered and iron fastened ; 
metalled, September 1855; full model; deck cabin; dimensions, length, 105 feet ; width, 
25 feet ; depth of hold, 11 fect. 

Beg to call your attention again to the Mozambique coast; the last cargoes landed on 
the Cuban coast were reported from thence. 


* J. M. Ceballos & Co.-—E. M. A. 
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The barque “ Ottawa,” which sailed from Mobile for St. Thomas and a market, was 


still at the latter port some time in May, and would not leave for her cargo until 
November. 


The ‘‘ Triton” had not arrived at Pensacola. The “ Nancy” has returned to New 
Orleans from Vera Cruz. 


Respectfully, &c. 


——————— 
No. 689. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 30.) 
My Lord, New York, October 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith inclosed, for your Lordship’s information, 
a further communication from my special correspondent on Slave Trade matters, contain- 
ing descriptions of certain vessels, some of which are known, and others suspected of being 
engaged in the African Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 689. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, September 29, 1859. 

INCLOSED please find description of ‘ Pamphylia,” ‘ William,” “ Augusta 
Mayhew,” “ Black Hawk,” ‘ Denmark,” and “ Wyvern.” 

Barque “ William,” Captain Williams, A 2}, 232 tons, 1 deck, 12 feet draft ; built 
of mixed woods at Damariscotta, in 1847; metalled in February 1857 ; copper and iron- 
fastened ; full model ; deck cabin. Was sold in June for 2,100 dollars. Cleared at Mobile 
September |, for Havana. Had not arrived September 23. 

Suspected only of having gone on a slave-trading voyage. 

Brig “ Black Hawk,” A 2, 242 tons, 1 deck; built at Calais, Maine, in 1855, by 
M. Vickery, of mixed woods ; metalled April 1856 ; copper and iron-fastened 100-26-10 ; 
full model; deck cabin; 8 hang-knees. Was sold in July for 5,500 dollars, and 
purchased by her present owner to sell as a slaver in Cuba. Cleared from New York for 
St. Jago de Cuba, August 25. 

Has arrived out. 

Brig ‘“ Denmark” (suspicious vessel), A 2}, 219 tons, | deck, 11 feet draft ; 
iron-fastened ; built of mixed woods at Thomastown, in Maine, in 1850; full model; 
deck cabin. Cleared at Boston for St. Thomas and a market, August 9. 

No report of her arrival. 

Schooner ‘ Wyvern’ (suspicious vessel), A 2, 81 tons, 1 deck, 10 feet draft; 
built of oak at Boston in 1850; copper and iron fastened; sharp model; bunk deck 
cabin ; formerly a yacht. Cleared August 13 from Boston for St. Thomas and a market. 

No report of her arrival. 

Barque ‘ Pamphylia,’ A 2, 252 tons, 1 deck, 11 feet draft; built at Brewer, 
Maine, in 1851, of mixed woods ; copper and iron-fastened; metalled January 1854; full 
model ; deck cabin. 

N.B.—The above vessel has already been reported, and description given, whilst she 
was loading at Havana, about the 14th of June, . ‘ 

Barque “ Augusta Mayhew,” A 2, 433 tons, 2 decks; 13 feet draft; built at 
Millbridge by E. Dyer in 1857, of mixed woods ; copper and iron-fastened ; metalled 
March 1858; dimensions: length, 126 feet; breadth, 28 feet; depth of hold, 12 feet ; 
full model: low poop cabin, extending fore-and-aft. . 

Detained at New York by United States’ Marshal, September 27, loaded with cobble 
stones, hay, &c., for Havana. Will fit out at Havana. One of the crew captured in the 
‘* El Dorado”’ has shipped on board of her. 

“‘ Havana, September 23.—I have obtained the following particulars of the landings 
of several cargoes of Bozals :—1,700 Bozals were landed at Siguapa, near Cardenas, from 
a ane clipper American ship. Two cargoes, one of 300 and the other of 70 —— were 

Lass B. 
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landed near Cardenas; the first from a Spanish vessel named the ‘ Reglita,’ and the 
second from a vessel which left the Congo with 1,100 Bozals,* of which large number she 
lost all but the 70 landed, from an epidemic which broke out on board. On the 15th of 
August last, an American vessel landed 1,400 Bozals near Sagua la Grande; and, lastly, 
the brig ‘ Brownsville,’+ formerly a regular trader between New Orleans and this port, 
landed 800 Bozals at Santa Cruz (Canasi), in this island. 

‘«« The barque ‘ Corinthian,'{ which you will remember got ashore on a reef outside the 
harbour of Cardenas, was got off, taken into that port, and her hull sold for a trifling 
amount some little time ago, was purchased by slave-traders, has been repaired and fitted 
out at Cardenas for a voyage to the Coast of Africa, to return with a cargo of Bozals.” 

; Respectfully, &c. 








No. 690. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 25.) 
(No. 31.) 
My Lord, New York, October 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a tabular 
statement, in numerical order, of the several vessels from time to time, during the present 
year, reported to me, and by me to your Lo~ "ship, as engaged in, or suspected of being 
about to be engaged in, the African Slave Trade, showing, respectively, their rig, tonnage, 
nationality, port of clearance, and destination. This statement, compiled from the infor- 
mation supplied to me by my special informant, and with his assistance, will, I trust, be found 
serviceable, as well in regard to the particulars of information which it contains, as also a 
means of reference to the vessels reported. 

I have forwarded to Lord Lyons a copy of this statement, and, at the same time, 
addressed to his Lordship a despatch on the subject of the Slave Trade of which I beg 
leave to transmit a copy herewith inclosed. 

I have also the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a 
further communication from my informant, under date of the 7th instant, with reference to 
the movements of several vessels therein mentioned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


* Mexican barque “ Rosita,” or “ Esperanza.” 
+ Brig “ Brownsville,” reported. P 
+ Description of Corinthian,” and name of purchaser, mailed September 27. 





VP 


Antelope .. 


Orion 


Ditto .. 


380 | Mexican 


244 | United States 


296 | Ditto.. 


449 | Ditto.. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 690. 
Memoranpum of Vessels reported by Consul Archibald as engaged, or about to be engaged, in the African Slave Trade. 


Port of Clearance. 


New York, Jan. 1857 


New York, Jan. 30, 1859 


New York, Feb. 11, 1859 


New York, Jan. 1859; second 
clearance, Aug. 1859 


Destination. 


Mazatlan .. 


San Juan de los Reme- 


dios 


Cadiz 








Remarks. 











Formerly tbe “ Indian Summer,” purchased by John M. 
Ceballos, of New York, who procured one Zavala, a 
Mexican, to personate the ownership ; she was cleared 
ostensibly for Mazatlan, discharged at Buenos Ayres, 
and proceeded to Mozambique : has made two voyages ; 
the first voyage the Spanish authorities seized the 
negroes; the captain managed to save the vessel, and 
proceeded to Yucatan, where the Mexican authorities 
seized and detained her for three months. Proceeding 
to Marseilles she sailed thence for Mozambique, and 
arrived at Sagua la Grande in July, after a sixty days’ 


passage, and landed only some 90 negroes out of 1,200 — 
to 1,400 taken on board, caused by the small-pox. . 


Vessel proceeded to Yucatan, and Captain Bernadas 
left in the “ Asia,” for Liverpool, on-3ist August, to 
fit out again from Marseiles. Vessel and cargo the 
property of J. Zulueta and Co., and one Baro ; original 
cost of vessel 17,000 dollars. 

Purchased by A. M. Ros, of New York, for one Valencia, 
of the Island of Cuba; sold by J. Mc Kie, ship-broker, 
and chartered by H. S. Vining to A. M. Ros, for San 
Juan de los Remedios; detained by United States’ 
Marshal; arrives out; slips out of port during the 
night; mutilates the name on her stern to “ Ante.” 
Captured by a British cruizer, after a long chase. 

Reported sold by J. de Calzada, of Havana, and her pro- 
jected voyage stated; from conscientious scruples on 


owner's part sale and delivery not carried out. Vessel. 


returned to New York from Palermo, and has since 
been chartered to Rio Janeiro, vid Richmond. Cor- 
respondence of her being sold, &c., in possession of Her 
Britannic Majesty's Consul. 

Purchased by H. S. Vining for one Miranda, and char- 
tered to the same; captured by United States’ sloop of 
war “Marion,” and sent to New York. Vessel and 
cargo appraised by Albert Horn ; is bonded, and sails 
again under the command of one Morgan, and cleared 
by him for Porto de Lunha. Appraisement of vessel, 
2,000 dollars ; cargo, 5,923 dollars. 
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Memorandum of Vessels reported by Consul Archibald, &c.—continued. 






Tons. 


130 








Star of the East 316 
Isla de Cuba Ditto .. -»| 215 
+| Ditto.. --| 2383 

Brig .. 211 

Barque 242 








Flag. 





298 | United States 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 






Port of Clearance. 





New York, Jan. 31, 1859 


«+| New York, Feb. 1859 


+» | New York, Mar. 31,1859 .. 


New York, Mar. 21, 1859 .. 


New York, Aug. 1858 a 


..| New York, Nov. 1858 


.+| Jacksonville, Florida, Febru- 
ary 1858 








Destination. 


Porto de Lunha 


Ambriz 


Loanda and a market 


Ditto 
Loanda .. 
Fernando Po 


Canary Island 











Remarks. 





Cleared by her master ; detained and examined by United 
States’ sloop of war “Marion.” So closely watched 
that the voyage is broken up, and returns in ballast to 
New York. The report is, that she will return again 
to the African coast ; now in port. September 29, sold 
for 9,000 dollars. 

Arrived from Havana; discharged part of her cargo; her 
clearance not reported in any of the papers; was de- 
tained by United States’ Marshal ; arrived at Rockland, 
Maine, from West Coast of Africa; thence to Phila- 
delphia, thence to St. John, New Brunswick, and now 
on her return to Rockland, Maine (September 29). 

Purchased by P. L. Pearce, ship-chandler, for foreign 
account. Antonio Aragon goos out in her for the 
return voyage as Spanish captain; also Castro goes in 
her as steward. Supposed property of Cunha Reis, 
Miranda, &c. 

The property of Cunha Reis; cleared September 1858 
for Azores, under Captain Dobson: he leaves her 
there, and vessel brought back to Boston by mate and 
crew ; condemned and sold by the United States ; pur- 
chased by her former owners. Correa, a Portuguese 
slaver, goes out in her to take command on the return 
voyage. 

Owned by Cunha Reis; cleared by Stannard, master ; 
vessel in name of Captain Dobson, or his wife ; news 
of her landing a cargo of slaves on north side of Cuba 
received by parties interested on or about April 9. 
Captain Stannard returned to New York ; vessel sunk 
or burnt. 

Purchased and fitted out by Cunha Reis, Viana, &c. Esterez, 
a Spanish captain for the return voyage, landed a cargo 
on the north side of Cuba; vessel picked up by wreck- 
ers, and taken into Key West; her captain, known by 
the name of Dutch Jake, arrested, imprisoned, and 
released ; since arrived in New York. Vessel sold, and 
called the “ Triton.” 

Seized by United States’ sloop of war “ Marion ;” adver- 
tised for sale by the United States’ Marshal ; vessel 
and cargo appraised by Albert Horn; has been bonded ; 
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Memorandum of Vessels reported by Consul Archibald, &¢c.—continued. 


No. | meme |i Tons. Flag. Port of Clearance. Destination. Remarks 


still in port, September 30; reported sold yesterday, 
for 1,475 dollars. 
12 | Nancy... --| Brig .. -.| 157 | United States ..| Havana .. ‘a .»| New Orleans .-| Detained over a year at Havana; released, and arrived at 
New Orleans ; since, has made two or three voyages to 
Vera Cruz, and is now at New Orleans. Captain 
Williams has left her, and she is now commanded by 
one Godfrey. 
13 | Ann as «»| Barque sel, ee Ditto .. ..| April 1859 . ++] Coast of Africa ++| Fitted out at Greenpoint, Long Island; supposed to have 
a coasting license ; no clearance at custom-house ; but 
one vessel of that name and rig in American “ Lloyd's 
Register,” and that one called A 1, 641 tons. 
14 | Angeline .. --| Brigantine aml ate Ditto .. .-| Ditto .. PT ++| Ditto oe ..| Did not clear at custom-house; vessel was built on pur- 
pose for a slaver ; supposed to have a coasting license ; 
collation given on board the morning of her departure ; 
carried only water and provisions. No description of 
her in American “ Lloyd's Register.” 




















15 | Laurens .. ++] Barque ++] 428 | Ditto .. .-| New York, April 19, 1859 ..| North and South At- | Detained at New London by United States’ authorities ; 
lantic Ocean released, and arrived at New York ; cleared at custom- 
house ; is fitted out ostensibly as a whaler ; said to be 

the property of J. Lima Viana. 
16 | Ottawa .. -+| Ditto.. ++] 277 | Ditto.. ..| Mobile, Feb. 14 .. -+| St. Thomas and a | The property of Spaniards at Havana; was at St. Thomas, 
market coast of Africa, in May last, and expected to lay there 

. until November. 

17 ‘| Asa Fish .. ..| Ditto .. ++] 321 | Ditto .. -+| New York, April 29, 1859 ..| Porto de Lunha ..| Sold for 8,500 dollars, by H. S. Vining ; is commanded 


by Dickie, who was taken in the slave barque “ ya ; 
supposed to be chartered by a Portuguese. 
her cargo arrived from Havana, consigned to J. M. 
Ceballos: vessel is said to be owned by Frederick 
Swift and Co., ship-chandlers, 164, Maiden Lane. At 
, . last advices from Dickie, he was waiting his chance. 
18 | Laura ot <3 Ditto a ++| 206] Mexican .. | New Orleans, April 25, 1859 | Congo river ++| Owned by parties at Havana. 
19 | Memphis .. ++| Ship .. ++| 798] United States ../ New Bedford, Feb. 26 ..| South Pacific -+| Sold January 29, 1859, for 12,0007. ; fitted out ostensibly 
as a whaler; said to be the property of J Lima Viana, 
and other parties at Havana. Captain Mordy made it 
no secret ; reported lately, that he had landed a cargo 
of 1,700 on north side of Cuba, and afterwards entered 
the harbour of Havana in his boat making inquiries as 
to freights, &c. 








* Spanish tons. 
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Memorandum of Vessels reported by Consul Archibald, &c.—continued. 





Remarks. 


Port of Clearance. Destination. 





Flag. 





























Sold at New Orleans for 15,000 dollars; took out as 
passengers the slaves manumitted by Mc Donough ; 
cleared by same parties as barque “ ra” and brig 
« Brownsville ;” manifest not to be seen ; last advices 
reported her as bound for the Congo river. 

Was wrecked off the Cuba coast, taken into Havana, and 
there sold ; purchased by We: ks (Wenburg and Weeks), 
and taken to Key West for a register; returned to 
Havana, and sailed for the coast fully equipped. 

Purchased by parties in Havana, and sailed for the coast 
fully equipped. 

Cleared by Goldenberg and Lesparre; never arrived out 
at the Island of St. Thomas in the West Indies; 
owners not known. 

Landed some 300 slaves on Florida coast ; seized by the 
United States’ authorities, condemned, and sold ; pur- 
chased by her former owner, Lamar, March 12, for 
4,000/.; was at Savannah at last dates. 

Owned by Lamar and parties at Havana. The Spanish 
captain murdered by the American crew ; vessel seized 
and condemned by the United States’ authorities ; sold 
August 27, for 5,500 dollars, at Apalachicola, and at 
last dates was there repairing. 

Was purchased for the Slave Trade in April; reported 
May 28th, as sold for 10,000 dollars. Sailed for 
Savannah ; thence to Cardenas; thence back to New 
York ; and is now reported by her consignees as going 
to the Pacific. When purchased, J. Lima Viana was 
reported as her owner. 

Reported by A. M. Ros as having been purchased at 

ljavana for a slaver; and her probable capture by the 
British cruizers. 
Ditto .. - | Havana, May 1859 ..| Carthagena, New | Captain Morantes murdered by the crew, and vessel run 
Granada ashore, Crew in jail at Key West. 

This vessel sailed from Cadiz for the Canary Islands, 
owned by Botelho, and was a very old vessel : he went 
in her; was captured off the coast of Africa by a 
British cruizer. The first information was derived from 
J. Lima Viana, and the last from A. M. Ros. 


United States ..| New Orleans, April 1, 1859..} Monrovia .. 









21 | Lillie Mills Brig .. Ditto .. ++| Havana, April 19,1859 —..; St. Paul de Loanda .. 












Wm. J. Groton Ditto .. 














Ditto .. +» | Havana, April 16,1859 ..| St. Thomas and a 
market 
Ditto .. ++ | New Orleans, April 16, 1859 | Ditto a 













Stn, H. Townsend ..| Schooner «| 182 












Wanderer .. «| Serew Yacht ..| 250 | Ditto .. «| Island of Trinidad. . ..| St. Helena.. va 









Havana, Feb. 26, 1859 ..| Mantua .. ee 







E. A. Rawlins Barque Ditto .. ‘< 








Ditto .. ..| New York, May 28, 1859 ..| Savannah .. a 
New York, October 1, 1859..] Astoria 






27 Ditto .. ..| Havana, March 12,1859 ..| Mantua .. $s 


28 


“¢ oe on on ee - - 
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Memorandum of Vessels reported by Consul Archibald, &c.—continued. 






Remarks. 


Destination. 





Port of Clearance. 





Flag. 




















New York, July 2,1859 ..| Ambriz, West Coast | Purchased by A. M. Ros for her owner, a Spanish 
of Africa captain, who went in her. Cleared by one Richardson. 
Havana, June 21,1859 = ..| La Guayra.. -.| Put under the Mexican flag in Havana, and instead of 
clearing direct for a Mexican port, did so ostensibly 
for La Guayra; the party who cleared her does 
nothing but the slave business. It is very probable 
that she will be found off the Rio Pongas, West Coast 

of Africa. : 

New Bedford, Sept. 7 .. | Atlantic Ocean -.| Arrived in New York from St. Thomas, West Indies, 
and was sold for 12,500 dollars in June, and was taken 
to New Bedford to fit out ostensibly for a whale voyage ; 
detained by the United States’ authorities, and released ; 
said to be the property of Abranches, Almeida, and Co., 
J. L. Viana, and others, in Havana. 

New Bedford, July 31, 1859 .| Western Islands -+| Was sold in June to Captain Maciel for 8,000 dollars ; 
fitted out ostensibly as a whaler; was detained a few 
days by the United States’ authorities ; said to be the 
property of same parties owning the “ Atlantic.” 

New York, July 13 ..| Jamaica .. -+| This vessel, under the command of Captain Dobson, 

: landed a cargo of slaves. Vessel was then owned by 
C. Reis ; he left the vessel at New Orleans. On her next 
voyage she was taken, off the Cuban coast, by United 
States’ brig of war, with some 300 slaves on board. 
Almeida, of the firm of Abranches, Almeida, and Co., 
was on shore making arrangements for landing ; he was 
owner and passenger. She was sold by the United 
States’ authorities at Charleston, and resold in July to 
her present owners. Last accounts reported her on a 

: voyage from Jamaica to Nevassa Islands. 
Charleston, August 3, 1859..| Elmina, West Coast of | Purchaeed on June 11, 1859, for 8,000 dollars (by same 
Africa parties who owned the barque ‘‘ Julia Dean,” Captain 
Hedlund.) Cargo of the “ Frances Fllen” arrived 
from Havana. Her captain’s name is similar te that of 
the “Julia Dean.” 

New Orleans, Feb. 13, 1859 .| Congo river . | Is reported to have landed a cargo of 800 negroes on 
the Cuban coast. ‘The number is doubtful, if we are to 
judge from her tonnage capacity. 

New York a -.| Havana .. ..| Formerly the “ Tyrant.” Was sold to a Captain Buisson, 
in New York, who intends to put her in the Slave 





United States 





Mexican 








Atlantic .. United States 








Frances Ellen 







Brownsville 






Triton 
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46 


47 


48 


49 
50 








Prontida, or Pontida . 
Grion 


Echo, formerly Belgian| 
brig Rubens 
Brookline .. . 


Emily .. + 
Tavernier .. ae 
Jehosse .. ae 


Cosmopolite ae 


Fanny 


Broome .. 


Belle si Ss 


Unknown .. 


LaMar .. 





Brig .. 
Barque 
Brig .. 
Ship .. 


Ditto . 


Memorandum of Vessels reported by Consul Archibald, &c.—continued. 


449 
285 


299 
150 
224 
143 


260 





286 











Sardinian 
United States .. 
Spanish 


United States 


Montevidean 


United States .. 
Ditto .. we 


Ditto .. 


Ditto . 


Chilian 








Port of Clearance. 





Havana .. 


New York, August 10 
Havana, June 1859 


New York, July 26 





New York, August 22, 1859 . 


Cardenas, July 2 .. 
Charleston, August 25 


Cardenas, August 1859 


Unknown ws 


Ditto 


New York, August 31 


Palmas, Canary Islands 


Havana, September 8 





Destination. 


Genoa oe ee 
Porto de Lunha 
West Coast of Africa . 


Monte Video and 


Buenos Ayres 


Cadiz and Palermo .. 
Fernando Po ae 
Elmina 


West Coast of Africa 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ambriz, West Coast of 
Africa,and a market 


West Coast of Africa. 


Valparaiso , . 














Remarks. 








Trade. Sailed last from New Orleans for Pensacola, 
Florida, in ballast, and arrived there September 14. 
Advertised by J. Pertusio; previously for St. Domingo; 

cleared for Genoa; no manifest of cargo. 

Same vessel as No. 4; second clearance; this voyage 
under the command of one Morgan. 

Reported as having already landed one cargo on Cuban 
coast; is on her second voyage. 

Formerly a whaler ; was sold at New London June 24, 
for 3,700 dollars ; loaded with lumber ; after discharging 
will proceed to African coast; has her whaling gear on 
board. Macomber (of “Haidee”) was offered the berth 
of first mate. No description of her in American 
Lloyd’s register. 

Sold August 10 for 10,000 dollars; accepted a charter 
to carry slaves 8 to 10 dollars per 1,000 under the 
market rate; will fit out at Cadiz or Palermo. 

Was formerly under the French flag ; fully equipped. 

Manifest of cargo delivered to Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consnl. 

Her rig has been changed, and is now a top-sail schooner, 
and looks exactly like a Cuba drogher; is owned by 
Hertes and Co., of Havana, so reported. This is her 
second voyage. 

Reported on her second voyage by Captain Boyd, of 
barque “ Jubilee,” who sold her to Hertes and Co. for 
12,000 dollars; where she sailed from not reported, 
September 3. 

Same owners as above, and reported by same party; 
second voyage; if not captured, must be near Cuba. 
Purchased for account of Spaniard. Has her Spanish 
captain and three men, of the latter, two were captured 

on the slaver “ El Dorado ;” fully equipped. 

Reported by captain of Spanish brig “San Miguel” as 
being fitted out by a Mayorquin, September 13. 

Cleared September 8th by Captain Furtia; no manifest ; 
formerly the “ W. H. Stewart,” which vessel Weeks, 
of the firm of Wenburg and weeks, put into his pocket, 
and which was owned by Botelho. 
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Corinthian . . 








52 | Pamphylia.. 

53 | Augusta Mayhew 
54 | Lydia Francis 
55 | J. Harris .. 

56 | J. J. Cobb.. 

57 | T. R. Hammond 
58 | Wm. G. Lewis 
59 | J.J. Cobb.. 


Ditto .. 


Brig .. 


Ditto .. 
Barque 


Schooner 


Barque 


Ditto .. 
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United States 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. oo 


Ditto .. ws 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 





Port of Clearance. 


Cardenas, September 


Havana, Sept. 23 .. 


New York, Sept. 26 


Philadelphia, May 6, 1859 .. 


New York, May 13 


Havana, winter of 1858 


Baltimore, May 11, 1859 


Norfolk .. 


Havam .. 





Destination. 


West Coast of Africa. . 


Havana... 


Fernando Po, West 
Coast of Africa 


Cape Palmas and a 


market 
St. Thomas and a 
market 
Cape Mount, West 


Coast of Africa 
New York... 


Coast of Africa 


















Remarks. 





Wrecked on Cuban coast; purchased by one Ferrin; 
fitting out. 

Was reported sold, June 14; will fit out at Havana ; since 
been informed that the price was 9,500 dollars; her 
former captain was expected in last Havana steamer. 

Was detained by United States’ Marshal; said to be fitted 
out in Havana; parties have purchased an interest in 
her for that purpose. 

Was detained by United States’ Marshal ; a cargo of coal, 
with a few pipes of rum. Manuel Fortunato Botelho 
was supposed to have gone in her or in the big 
“J. Harris.” 

Was sold in May for 7,000 dollars; cleared by one 
S, F. Curry, whose name does not appear in the New 
York City Directory. 

Landed her cargo of slaves, and was found abandoned at 
sea; taken into Havana, and is about being delivered 
up to Captain Symmes, who found her. 

Returned in distress, June 11th; vessel discharged and 
cleared for some other northern port. 

Is in port, but the pier not designated ; is the property of 
J. Lima Viana ; lately released by the United States’ 
authorities. 

A 2h; one deck; 12 feet draft; built at Robbinston, 
Maine, by J. W. Cox, in 1850, of mixed woods ; copper 
and iron fastened ; metalled, October 1855; full model ; 
poop cabin; surveyed last at New York, July 1856 ; 
sold in Cuba 

This vessel was reported as chartered and cleared from 
Havana on December 17, 1898, for St. Thomas and 
Antwerp, with the following manifest of cargo:—sugar, 
14 boxes; coffee, 12 arobas; rum, 200 pipes. She 
landed a cargo of slaves on Cuban coast, and then sent 
adrift, when she was picked up by a Captain Symmes, 
and taken into Havana; after some delay the Spanish 
Government resigned their claim to Captain Symmes, 
and she has been purchased by the same parties who 


N.B.—Vessels clearing for “St. Thomas and a market.” This is done with the object of deceiving the Custom-house ani other authorities, as they suppose them to be bound to St. Thomas, 
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Regatta... 


Florence 





Hermitage .. 


Newsboy .. 
Nautilus .. 


‘Trimmer .. 


Kingbird 


John R, Rhoades 
Justice Story 
Warren .. 
Fannie os 


Denmark .. 
Wyvern... 
Thomas Watson 
Vicksburg .. 
William R. Kibby 








Barque 


.| Ditto... 


Ditto .. 
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210 


349 


317 





United States 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. 

















New York, Jan. 1857 


Port of Clearance. 














New York, Aug. 1 and 29 .. 


Portland, Aug. 1859 
New York, Aug. 24 


New London, Aug. 25, 


Havana, Aug. 12... 


Baltimore, Sept. 1859 
Boston, Sept. 21, 1859 
Havana, July 28 . 
New York, Aug. 30 


Boston, Aug. 9... 
Boston, Aug. 13 .. 
Liverpool is 
New Orleans .. 
Matanzas 


1859 . 





Destination. 






Lisbon 


Gibraltaranda market, 
Lisbon and a market 


Azores. 
Aspinwall .. 


West Coast of Africa . 
Sagua , 


West Coast of Africa . 

St. Helena and a market 

Hampton Roads 

St. Thomas and a 
market 

Ditto 

Ditto : 

Gibraltar .. ie 

Ditto, and a market .. 

New Orleans 





Remarks. 














formerly fitted her out, for 6,500 dollars. As she has 
no register at present she may probably get a sea-letter 
from the United States’ Consul to go to sea under 
another name. This is the same vessel as No. 56 in 
the tabular statement. 


Chartered to take slaves ; was sold previously on private 
terms. Register in name of Jos. Barlow. Arrived at 
Lisbon, March 4; at Rio Grande, June 17: and is 
advertised there for sale; arrived at New York, Sep- 
tember 29, 1859. 

This vessel was chartered at Havana (no report of her 
arrival) for Cienfuegos, or New York ; has since 
cleared for Elizabeth Port to load with coal. The sup- 
position is, that she landed a cargo of slaves, and entered 
Havana with the connivance of the authorities, and this 
accounts for her arrival not being reported. 

Owned ostensibly by J. Latto, a policeman ; is the property 
of John A. Machado; cleared twice. It is reported 
that she is sold to be delivered abroad, and will fit out 
for the African coast. 


Was formerly in the United States’ Coast Survey; was 
sold for 4,000 dollars. 

Supposed fitting out for the Slave Trade. 

Has arrived at New York from Nuevitas: 10,000 do"'ars 
was offered for her by a slaving concern at Havana ; 
12,000 dollars asked. 


Sold in June or July last for 400 dollars. 
Missing ; has not arrived to September 29, 1859. 


Had not arrived on 2nd September. 
Had not arrived on 2nd September. Formerly a yacht. 
Last dates, was at Gibraltar. 
Ditto ditto Marseilles. Sold for 6,000 dollars. 
Ditto ditto New Orleans, discharging. 
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Port of Clearance. Destination. Remarks. 














United States ..} Mobile, Sept. 1 .. --| Havana .. ..| Last date, 23rd September, had not arrived ; was sold to 
Captain Williams for 2,100 dollars ; same name as the 
former captain of the “ Nancy.” 

Ditto .. -+| New York o. ..| St. Jago de Cuba ..| Last dates was at St. Jago de Cuba: was sold for 5,500 
dollars, and purchased for the express purpose to sell 
in Cuban port for a slaver. 

Ditto .. -+| Philadelphia, April 25, 1859 .| Fernando Po ..| Last dates was at Fernando Po, waiting, it is said; she 
is chartered from Sombrero Island with guano: this is 
done for the sake of saving the vessel should she land 
a cargo on Cuban coast. 

Ditto .. ++ | Havana, May 27 .. ..| Trinidad .. ..| Arrived at Boston from Trinidad, August 7th ; was cleared 
by J. Pertusio. 

Ditto .. «+| New York os «| Havana... -+| Al}; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; built by F. Stack, of oak, 
at Williamsburg, in 1854, copper and iron fastened ; 
metalled, July 1856; full model; half-poop cabin ; 
surveyed last, February 1859; is at Pier 43, East 
river. Was sold in September for 7,000 dollars ; pur- 
chased by her present captain, who proposes to take 
her to Havana, and re-sell her for a slaver; probably 
may go in her, as he is known to have made several 
slaving voyages. She is a very handsome vessel, and 
has the reputation of being a fast sailer. 

Ditto .. «.| New Bedford, Oct. 5, 1859..| Canary, Cape Verd | A 2; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; built at Scituate, in 1842, 
Islands, and a of chestnut ; copper and iron fastened ; metalled May 
market 1857 ; full model; deck cabin ; opened sides; surveyed 
last in Boston, January 7, 1859; sailed 5th October. 


William .. oe 









Black Hawk . Brig .. es 








Louisa Bliss Barque os 








Ditto .. oe 







Topsail schooner . 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 690. 
Consul Archibald to Lord Lyons. 


My Lord, ; New York, October 4, 1859. 

I HAVE already acquainted your Lordship, unofficially, of the correspondence which 
since the commencement of March last, I have conducted, not only with the Foreign 
Office, but with our Consuls and other British functionaries elsewhere, on the subject of 
the African Slave Trade. This correspondenee has resulted from information which has 
been supplied to me by the person referred to in my despatch to Lord Napier of the 
26th February last, under an arrangement and upon terms approved of by the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs. 

With reference to the nature of this information, I may observe that I have, since 
March last, been in almost daily communication with my special informant here, who being 
himself a native of Cuba, and having friends and correspondents in that island, and being, 
moreover, a ship-broker, and acquainted with or having the means of knowing the move- 
ments of parties in New York engaged in the Slave Trade, possesses extensive and 
authentic sources of intelligence with respect to the outfitting and sailing of slave-trading 
vessels, as well from this as from other ports. 

Owing to the hazards peculiar to his position and services, his correspondence with 
me is conducted anonymously, frequently through a mutual friend, and much of it in 
cypher. Founded upon his communications, and in some instances on other corroborative 
circumstances, I have addressed to the Secretery of State, in all, thirty Slave Trade 
despatches, containing, with few exceptions, inclosures, many of them voluminous; and 
have found it necessary, likewise, to correspond incidentally with our Consuls and others 
at different ports of the Union, as well as at Havana and elsewhere. The result has been 
that, to the present time, I have reported to Her Majesty’s Government the names and 
descriptions, with, in most cases, detailed information of the movements of no fewer than 
fifty-eight vessels,* all of which, not exceeding, perhaps, half a dozen doubtful ones, are 
beyond question engaged in the African Slave Trade. Besides these, there is a list of 
suspicious vessels, whose movements it is advisable should be watched. 

As no question has hitherto arisen, nor have any circumstances occurred requiring 
your Lordship’s intervention, I have not thought it necessary to trouble your Lordship 
with copies of or extracts from my correspondence ; but I beg leave now to transmit to 
your Lordship a tabular statement of the names, tonnage, ports of clearance, &c., of the 
vessels above mentioned, in numerical order, for greater convenience of reference, in the 
event of circumstances rendering necessary any further communication to your Lordship 
on this subject. I have transmitted to the Secretary of State, from the information supplied 
to me here, correct descriptions of nearly all of these vessels, taken from the American 
“* Lloyd’s Register ” and other authentic sources, with such particulars as to their purchase, 
outfit, movements, and the parties interested in most of them, as will enable the 
Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers, as well as those also of the United States’ 
squadron on the African coast, to act with certainty and decision in case of falling in with 
any of the vessels in question. 

For many years past, the African Slave Trade has not been so extensively and 
vigorously carried on as during the present year. The removal last year of our squadron 
from the Cuba coast, and the weakness of the United States’ squadron on the coast of 
Africa, have both tended greatly to encourage the Traffic. 

From the knowledge which I have obtained, I find that the negotiations and arrange- 
ments for carrying on the Slave Trade to Cuba and Porto Rico are commenced and 
matured, almost entirely, in the ports of New York and Havana, by certain parties, 
principally Spaniards and Portuguese, who move to and fro between these ports, they or 
their agents visiting occasionally other ports of the United States, as well as outports of Cuba, 
Cadiz, Gibraltar, and Fayal. They have also local trading agents or correspondents at 
suitable points on the coast of Africa where slaves are congregated for shipment. Except- 
ing as shipmasters, to navigate ships from hence to the coast of Africa, and as brokers and 
agents in facilitating the operations of principals, very few, if any, native American 
citizens in the Northern States are engaged in this Traffic. I know the names of some 
ten or twelve of the principal traders residing here. All are Spaniards, Cubans, or Portu- 
guese, by birth; and several have accumulated great wealth from this nefarious Traffic. 
In the south there are, doubtless, some native Americans interested; but I question if, 
besides the ‘‘ Wanderer’s”’ cargo, more than one, or at most two, other cargoes have been 
landed in Florida, ‘The newspaper accounts of arrivals of such cargoes are due to political 
motives, and a design to make capital of these rumours at the approaching Presidential 
election. There are, nevertheless, two cargoes of slaves shortly expected to be landed in 


* Now fifty-nine, October 10. 
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Texas, and parties interested have not long since gone southward from this city with a 
large sum of money to make arrangements for the landing of the slaves. I have not yet 
ascertained at what points they are expected to arrive. 

Your Lordship will naturally suppose that there must have been occasions when 
intelligence possessed by me could have been made useful if communicated to the local 
authorities, in order to prevent the departure of vessels fitted out, or known to be intended, 
for the Slave Traffic. 1 regret to say, that my experience has confirmed me in the opinion 
of the worse than useless result of such a proceeding on my part. I need not now enter 
into any discussion as to the truthfulness, or the reverse, of the assertions so frequently 
made, of the defective integrity of the local functionaries. 1 can only say, that 1 have no 
doubt that strong temptations are thrown in their way to let offenders escape. But I 
have entirely satisfied myself that it would by no means advance the cause of justice were 
it known that a foreign functionary, and especially a British Consul, busied himself in 
denouncing vessels and individuals to the local authorities, or otherwise interfered in such 
matters. 

In all that relates to their own peculiar institutions, and, in particular, to their 
shipping interests, no people are so sensitive as Americans on the subject of such foreign’ 
interposition, as the history of this Consulate, and the termination of my predecessor’s 
career, testify. I have, indeed, in one or two cases, indirectly caused such information to 
be given as led to the detention and examination of vessels which | knew to be fitted out 
for the Trade; but to no purpose. They were allowed to proceed on their way. I may 
further observe, that a large proportion of the articles of merchandize shipped on board 
vessels carrying on a legitimate trade with the Coast of Africa, being identical with those 
required for slave-traders, nothing is easier (even excluding the influence of any improper 
agency) than to elude the vigilance, or, if detained, to remove the doubts of the authorities 
as to the honesty of the intended voyage. On the other hand, my seeming indifference 
has the effect of throwing parties off their guard, and thus, probably, enables me to obtain 
fuller and more authentic information than I could otherwise procure for transmission to 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

Of the vessels in the accompanying list, three only have as yet returned from the 
Coast of Africa to this port, namely, ‘‘ Orion,’’ ‘* Ardennes,” and ** Emma Lincoln” (4, 11, 
and 5); the two former seized through information trom my informant here, communicated 
through our Commanders on the Coast, to the Commander of the United States’ sloop 
‘* Marion,” and sent here for condemnation. The ‘ Emma Lincoln,” after being detained 
on the African Coast, was unfortunately released. Her voyage, however, was broken up, 
and she returned here in ballast: but she is now being prepared, and she will shortly 
return again to the Coast, to effect, if possible, the object of her former voyage. I regret 
to say that the “ Orion” has been permitted to be cleared by the master, and sailed again 
from this port for Porto de Lunha, on the West Coast of Africa, on the 10th of August. 
‘This is owing to the highly objectionable practice of allowing parties interested in vessels 
and cargoes seized for violation of the laws relating to the Slave Trade to tender their 
appraised value, and thus obtain repossession of them, before condemnation. As the 
speedy return of this vessel to the Coast might be misconstrued into a proof of the honesty 
of her former voyage, and be used as a means of deception in reference to the object of her 
present trip, I have given timely notice of her departure. 

It is probable, from late accounts, that before this time, several of the vessels 
denounced and mentioned in the accompanying list have been captured on the Coast of 
Africa. The late increase of the United States’ squadron on the Coast of Africa, as well 
as in the Cuban waters, will, I am sure, be productive of most useful results, especially 
with the means I am now enabled to command, of reporting, beforehand, the movements 
of vessels fitted out, and proceeding from this side of the Atlantic. 

I_beg leave also to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a publication in the “New 
York Herald” of the 15th August (of which I transmitted, at the time, duplicate copies 
to the Foreign Office), containing a good deal of useful and interesting information in 
reference to the African Slave Trade. I would especially call your Lordship’s attention to 
that part of it which describes, and with general accuracy, the mode of fitting out slavers 
from New York and other ports, and the manner in which the voydge is performed— 
confirming my own experience and representations on this subject in former despatches to 
the Foreign Office. ; . 

In conclusion, I trust it may not be out of place to observe, that this is, practically, a 
new branch of duty in the Consulate of New York, and has imposed upon me a great 
additional amount of anxiety and labour. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 690. 
—-——— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, October 7, 1859. 

SINCE last communication of the 30th ultimo, have to report the following :— 

The schooner-yacht ‘‘ Wanderer” has disappeared from ‘‘ List of vessels in port at 
Savannah.” : 

The barque ‘ William,” Williams, from Mobile September 1, arrived at Havana 
September 26. 

The ship “Thomas Watson,” Laprelle, cleared from Gibraltar for Malaga September 7. 

The barque “‘ Regatta” is advertised to sail from this port for Madeira and Cadiz. 

The following vessels in port are reported as again preparing to go to sea :— 

Barque “ Ardennes,” supposed to have been bought in by her former owners, is at 
Pier 53, East River. 

Barque ‘‘ Wm. G. Sewis,” location unknown. 

Barque “ Emma Sincoln” has been shifted within the last few days to another part of 
Atlantic Dock. 

On next page you will find two more vessels to be added to list of suspicious vessels, 
with description, &c. 

Respectfully, &c. 


No. 691. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 7.) 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, New York, October 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a list of five slave- 
trading vessels, Nos. 59 to 63 inclusive, in addition to those previously reported ; also, 
particulars of two additional suspicious vessels, Nos. 26 and 27. 

I likewise transmit copies of communications from my informant, reporting movements 
of certain vessels, several of which have sailed for the coast of Africa. Among others, the 
celebrated yacht ‘“‘ Wanderer” has taken her departure, apparently without the consent of 
her owner, Mr. Lamar; but, from information which I have to day received from Charleston, 
there is little doubt that the plan of her escape, successfully carried out, was adopted with 
the consent of her owner. The latest newspaper report of the affair will be found 
inclosed, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





No. Name. 


60 | Jno. P. Hooper 


61 | Wyvern 





62 | Wm. R. Kibby 


63 | San José .. 








Brigantine 


Schooner . 


Brig 





Flag. 


123 | United States 


81 | United States 


190 | United States 


++ | Spanish 





--| Matanzas, September 


24 





Port. 


Havana, March 8 


Boston, August 18 .. 


Matanzas .. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 691. 


Furtuer List of Slavers. 


Destination. 


Cienfuegos 


St. Thomas and a 
market 


New Orleans 


St. Thomas 











Description. 








A2, t deck, 9 feet draft, built 
at Baltimore of oak locust 
in 1857, iron fastened, was 
supposed to have been 
metalled or zincked in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
in 1858; full model ; centre- 
board taken out and knees 
added; surveyed last in Bal- 
timore, December 1857. 


Already handed in. (For- 
warded to Foreign Office) 


Already handed in. (For- 
warded to Foreign Office). . 


So many of this name, no- 
description obtained 


Remarks. 


This vessel arrived at Havana under her present 
captain from Charleston on 26th February, 1859, 
consigned to San Pilayo, Pardo, and Co.; cleared 
March 8th for Cienfuegos; her arrival not reported ; 
she was purchased for the Slave Trade for 5,000 
dollars, and if a successful voyage, the captain was 
to have a larger vessel. It is supposed that she 
Janded about 400, and then sailed for Campeachy, 
and has just arrived in this port. Hails from 
Charleston; vessel owned in Havana. The captain 
speaks Spanish fluently, and requires no super- 
cargo, &c. 

Was formerly a yacht, and is fitted out by a man by 
the name of Fields, was formerly Governor of 
Sombrero Island (guano depét). This vessel was 
reported under the head of suspicious; no doubt 
remains as to her being a slaver. 

Is now at New Orleans; is commanded by Captain 
Hardy, who was formerly in the brig “ Tucony,” 
and who was to have gone in her, had her owner 
consented to sell her, was written for out to Havana, 
to take command of the “ Wanderer” (lately 
sailed), and it is supposed that the letter never 
reached him. Several attempts were made at 
Havana to fit out the * Wm. Ft. Kibby,” and it is 
said she will sail from New Orleans; she is the 
property of Spaniards at Havana. This vessel 
was reported under the head of suspicious. Cleared 
from Matanzas August 31st, under Captain Smith. 

Supposed to have landed a cargo. Arrived at 
Matanzas from Carthagena, August 28th. 
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Inclosure Z in No. 691. 


Furtuer Lisr of Suspicious Vessels. 


No. Rig. Tons. . Port of Clearance. 








Brigantine| 190 | United States} Baltimore, October 1st 






27 | Lucy Attwood | Brigantine} 181 | United States ie aie October 
jt! 





Destination. 








Description. 





St. Thomas and | A 2}, 1 deck, 10 feet draft, 


a market 


Western Islands 
and a market 


built at Dorchester, Mass., 
of oak, in 1858, copper and 
iron fastened, medium 
model, half-poop cabin 

A 24, 1 deck, 11 feet draft, 
built at Perington, Maine, 
in 1847, of mixed wood, 
iron fastened; dimensions, 
length, 93 feet; width, 24 
feet ; depth of hold, 9 feet; 
full model, half-poop cabin, 
bow ports, whaler, surveyed, 
last at New Bedford, 
March 1859 


Remarks. 





Probability of her appearing on the West Coast of 
Africa. 


Reports that a vessel was fitting out for a slave 
Voyage, most probably from her age, &e., the 
“Lucy Atwood.” 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 691. 
to Consul Archibald. 


—_. 





(Extract.) New York, October 17, 1859. 

ON the 13th instant, reported to you the clearance by the master of the brig 
“ Flyaway,” Johnson, West Coast of Africa. No such vessel having been in port, nor is 
she to be found in the American ‘ Lloyd’s Register,” am still working at this case ; 
meanwhile please report this to Foreign Office. 

The “ Panchita” was sunk after landing a cargo of 540 slaves between Matanzas and 
Havana. She lost 200 by deaths from dysentery. She loaded at Congo river; took her 
water, &c., at Annobon Island. The above from Captain Stanhope, who sailed her, and has 
left, or intended leaving, for Havana for another command. 

The mute of brig “ John P. Hooper,” from Carthagena, reports Captain Payne as 
having died at sea, and on that account personates Payne, and has taken his name. 

The slaver “ Triton” arrived at Havana the 6th October, from Pensacola. The barque 
‘* Fannie,” Herrick, arrived at Manzanilla (reported as suspicious) on September 26 (have 
added two more to the list as Nos. 26 and 27). The slaver “Ardennes” is advertised for 
St. Jago de Cuba; captain’s name in blank. The slaver “Emma Fincoln,’ Palmer (same 
captain), is reported as being nearly ready. The slave-barques ‘‘ Pamphylia,” “J.J. Cobb,” 
“‘ Corinthian,” slave-brigs “« San José” and “ Flyaway,” have already sailed for the coast 
of Africa. The (suspicious) brig “ Black Hawk,” arrived at St. Jago de Cuba, is also 
amongst the missing.. She was taken there to be sold for a slaver. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 691. 


to Consul Archibald. 





(Iextract.) New York, October 21, 1859. 

THE following particulars now received this morning :— 

The “ Pamphylia”’ was delivered outside of the Moro Castle with her water, slave- 
deck laid, &c. ; the captain received 1,000 dollars for so doing: his name is ont he papers, 
and the register is the same. She is ostensibly under charter, and the affair has been 
managed precisely as that of the ‘‘ J. J. Cobb.” Her present captain and crew are all 
Spaniards. 

By telegraph from Savannah it is reported that the slave-yacht “ Wanderer ”’ went to 
sea on the night of the 18th instant, without papers, but with a full crew, provisions, and 
ammunition, stolen from her owner, Mr. Lamar, by Captain Martin, who has been 
negotiating for her for some time. The Collector of the Port it is reported sent a steamer, 
with Mr. Lamar and others, after her without success. Also by telegraph, that Mr. Black, 
the shipping master, was carried off in the yacht ‘* Wanderer,” but was returned in a boat 
to the mouth of the harbour. He reports that the captain of the yacht said he was going 
to Africa for a cargo of slaves. 

The prevailing impression is that her departure, &c., was all concerted beforehand. 





No. 692. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Archibald. 
sn ie Sen Foreign Office, November 19, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from Commodore Wise,* reporting 
the circumstances under which he detained and subsequently released, the American slaver 
“Isla de Cuba”? off the African coast in the month of September last. ; 

It would be advisable, in case any complaint should be made by the ostensible owners 
of this vessel with regard to detention, that Her Majesty’s Government should be made 
acquainted with any further particulars which your informant may be able to procure as to 
who the real owner of this vessel is, and as to her right to fly the American flag ; and 1 
have accordingly to desire that you will make known to your informant the circumstances 
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under which the ‘‘ Isla de Cuba” was detained and subsequently released, and you will 
request him to obtain, if possible, the information required. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 693. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—( Received November 21.) 
(No. 33. 
My Lord, New York, November 8, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, herewith inclosed, a supplemental 
list of vessels reported to me as engaged in the Slave Trade, Nos. 64 to 67 inclusive. I 
likewise inclose copies of communications from my informant relative to the movements of 
these and other vessels. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 693. 
-————. to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) New York, October 28, 1859. 

ANNEXED please find description of an extreme clipper-ship intended for the Slave 
Trade, and the same vessel referred to in a communication in the early part of the month 
as being of some magnitude. 

It appears that the owners of the brig ‘ John P. Hooper” have sent a power of 
attorney, vid Charleston, to Daniel Curtis and Co., of this city, to take possession of the 
brig; but before receipt of this document the mate had claimed possession and sold 
three-fourths to different parties at the rate of 8,000 dollars. The United States’ 
Marshal is now in possession (but not on account of her having landed a cargo of slaves) ; 
and the mate’s story is that in case he could save the vessel he could keep her for 
himself, 

In the “ Journal of Commeree ”’ of this date appears the following, taken from the 
“New Haven :”— 

“A Carco or SLAVES LANDED.—We learn that it is stated on good authority in New 
London that the barque ‘aurens, whose seizure on suspicion of being intended as a slaver 
our readers will remeber, has landed a cargo of 600 about slaves on the Island of Cuba. 
The captain and mate have been seen in New York for three or four days past. This 
intelligence came through passengers on a late California steamer which touched at 
Havana, and well-informed persons have no doubt of its substantial truth.” 


(N.B.—* J. P. Hooper.” The above-mentioned vessel, since receipt of the foregoing, 
has been seized at this port.—E. M. A.] 





Inclosure 2 in No. 693. 
———— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, October 27, 1859. 

I WAS informed yesterday that the “‘ Wanderer,” instead of proceeding to the African 
coast, would meet a vessel now about due, and belonging to Lamar. Singular as it may 
appear, and ignorant as the Federal Government is, or appears to be, another cargo was 
landed on the southern coast about the time the “ Wanderer” succeeded in landing hers. 
I have obtained this from good authority, and could not obtain any further information 
without disclosing the object in view: the party knows the name of the vessel and her 
ultimate fate, probably in course of time may be able to work it out. , 

Late dates from Marseilles, 12th October, report ship ‘ Vicksburg,” 481 tons register, 
built in this city in 1834, late of New Orleans, has been sold at Marseilles at a very low 
figure. This is one of the vessels — as suspicious (see tabular statement). As 


Bernadas, of the “ Rosita,” fits out at that port, most probably she will be put under some 
foreign flag. 


UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 563 


The Monte Videan barque “ Emily” arrived at Cadiz the 29th September. 
The ship ‘‘ Thomas Watson” was at Malaga, destination uncertain. 
Respectfully, &c. 


P.S.—Some time since parties from Havana were looking at the 700 ton clipper-ship 
“« Sunny South ;”? she is reported chartered for Havana. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 693. 
to Consul Archibald. 
Dear Sir, New York, October 31, 1859. 
THE annexed statement refers to vessels reported as suspicious, being those heard 


from since report of September 30th. 
Respectfully, &e. 
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Inclesure 5 in No. 693. 


Furtuer List of Suspicious Vessels. 







































No. Name of Vessel. Flag. Port of Clearance. Destination. Description. Remarks. 
Regatta ee ox United States. ie a = 4 ig In port, advertised for Madeira, Fayal, and Lisbon. 
Hermitage .. a Do. ee “ s “ os os Arrived at Lisbon, September 29, from New York. 
Newsboy ix ‘i Do. ws ‘ ate és ee ite Arrived at New Bedford, Massachusetts, October 17, 
from Fayal. 
Do. as es a xs ws ws Arrived at Barbadoes, 26th September, probably the 
barque “ Warren,” Benthall. 
Do. os *% aa os o- a Arrived at Manzanilla, October 20 ; reported loading 
for New York. 
-| Brig .. Do. ee ne és ee Sailed from Vera Cruz, October 6, for New York. 
Ship .. Do. es i aap oa At Malaga October 6, uncertain. 
Ditto .. Do. ae ‘ si s At Marseilles October i2. Sold at a very low 
price. 
Brig Do. oe as oe a an At New Orleans October 22. Advertised for Ha- 
vana. 
Barque .. Do. Po as es oe sa vs Cleared from Havana for Pensacola October 13. 
Brig... Do. “a = * «| ies ee Sale not effected. Sailed from St. Jago de Cuba, 
October 1, for New York. 
Barque .. Do. oe os ar is #s rc At Boston, October 27. 
Schooner .| 209 Do. ae R ce a ee se At New York, October 29. 
Barque ..| 270 Do. os . ae At Carthagena, New Granada, 24th September. Put 
in on account of sickness on board. 
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UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 565 
Inclosure 5 in No. 693. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, November 4, 1859. 

THE clipper ship “Jno,” 895 tons burthen, is reported to have been purchased by 
J. M. Ceballos; will probably follow the “ Sunny South.” The ‘‘ Ino” has been for sale 
for — time, asking price 24,000 dollars. As soon as she is laid on, will hand in descrip- 
tion, &c. 

The “ Sunny South” will clear to morrow ; hand in her advertisements. 

By slips inclosed you will learn of the seizure of the brig “J. P. Hooper.” Captain 
Payne is in the city; the part in Havana (Hamel, Cabarga, &c.,) procured one Penoto 
to personate the ownership. Mr. Mordecai (of Charleston) was surety on the bond in 
Charleston Custom-house. The information must have been given by some one, the mate 
most probably, as threats were made to that effect, if the parties at Havana persisted in 
claiming the brig. 

Inclosed, please find slip regarding the Mexican barque “ Laura.” 

It was reported yesterday that the barque ‘‘ Ottawa” had landed some 750 negroes on 
the coast of Cuba, and that her captain was on his way here; think it rather doubtful. 

Cannot some arrangement be made to capture the ‘‘ Sunny South” on her departure 
from Havana? Have no doubt she will be a valuable prize. 


Respectfully, &e. 


P S.—Two steamers leave this port for Aspinwall to-morrow, in that vicinity Her 
Britannic Majesty’s steam-ships are to be met with; on the 11th instant, the “Karnak” 
sails for Nassau, and on the 12th the “ Cahawba” for Havana. A vessel of war cruizing off 
Batabano could receive daily information as to the movements of the “‘ Sunny South,” 
and her day of sailing. It is nearly a certainty that she will take no American crew, 
although she may clear or not with and under the United States’ flag. 

The barque “ Regatta” has cleared this day for Lisbon; she is one of the suspicious 
vessels, and stands now A 3. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 693. 


Furrtuer List of Slavers. 


Remarks, 


No. Name. Rig. Tons. Flag. Port of Clearance. Destination. Description. 
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64 | Flyaway, Capt.Johnson | Brig 


65 | Sunny South.. 


United States | New York, Oct.13 ..| West Coast of | None to be found in Lloyd’s 


American register of that 
name and rig. The only 
vessel of that name is the 
schooner “ Flyaway,” A 2, 
169 tons, 1 deck, 9 feet 
draft. Built at Lyme, 
Connecticut, in 1854, of oak 
and chestnut. Copper and 
iron-fastened, full model, 
centre board. Surveyed last 
at Philadelphia April 1859. 


.»|A1, 1 deck and beams, 17 


feet draft. Built of oak 
and locust in 1854 at New 
York. Coppered September 
1858. Dimensions, length, 
154 feet; width, 31 feet, 
depth of hold, 16 feet. Sharp 
model, deck cabin. New 
York and Rio packet. Sur- 
veyed last at New York 
March 1859. 

Al}, 1 deck, 12 feet draft. 
Built at Baltimore in 1859, 
of oak and chestnut, copper 
and iron-fastened. Metalled 
June 1859. Medium model, 
half-poop cabin, bunk deck. 
Surveyed last at New Orleans 
April 1859. 


This vessel was reported in all the city papers, with 


the exception of the “Shipping List,” probably 
from the fact that they could find no such vessel 
in port. It is cust to publish the exports to 
foreign ports every week, and all the papers sup- 
pressed it if she did take any cargo. 


Has been for sale for some time; asking price 20,000 


dollars. Lately purchased (price not reported) 
by John M. Ceballos (of “ Rosita” and “ Haidee.”) 
Advertised for freight or passage to Havana. It 
is reported that she will fit out at Havana for the 
Mozambiqne Channel, either under the United 
States’ flag or that of Spain; if under the former 
the same plan will be carried out as in the case of 
the “ Pamphylia.” The “ Sunny South” is 
considered one of the fastest-sailing vessels in 
port. 


Has been running as a packet between New Orleans 


and Havana. Sailed from the former port on the 
9th September, and arrived at Havana on the 21st 
September. Has been reported in port up to 
15th October, and on the 22nd she is dropped ; 
no clearance reported. 
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Further List of Slavers—(continued). 


Port of Clearance. 





Havana “is 





Destination. 


Ostensibly for 
Gibraltar. 








Description. 


Ali, 1 deck, and beams, 14 
feet draft. Built at Bris- 
tol, R.L., of oak and chest- 
nut in 1855. Copper and 
iron-fastened. Metalled in 
October 1855. Dimensions, 
length, 123 feet, width, 28 
feet, depth of hold, 13 feet. 
Medium model, poop cabin. 
Surveyed jlast. New York, 
February, 1859. 


Remarks, 











Arrived at Havana September 27 (under the com- 
mand of Captain Williams) from Boston; re- 
ported chartered, 3,500 bales tobacco capacity, to 
load at Gibraltar for Hamburgh, at 91. sterling per 
ton (equal to about 3/. for sugar). Sailed October 
22nd barque “ Topeka,” Williams (or Munroe), 
Gibraltar. The correspondent of the “ Herald” 
gives the name of the captain instead of that of 
the barque: otherwise the description is right. 
A Captain Williams returned as passenger in the 
“Empire City” from Havana on the 29th. The 
sum named for the barque is too low; most pro- 
bably 15,000 dollars, instead of 5,000 dollars. 
The vessel is too good for the West Coast; most 
probably intended for the Mozambique Channel. 
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568 UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 
No. 694, . 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 34.) 
My Lord, New York, November 15, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that from information on which I can 
rely, I find that the “ Ottawa” (No. 16) and “Asa Fish” (No. 17) have safely landed 
their cargoes of slaves in Cuba. The master of the “ Ottawa” has been in this city for 
some time. The barque ‘ Topeka” (No. 67) reported to have cleared and sailed for 
Havana on the 25th ultimo, was still in port on the 29th. 

I have to report the arrival here on the 13th instant, of the barque ‘‘ Emily” (No. 30) 
Lindsay master, from the Coast of Africa, in charge of a prize crew from the United States’ 
sloop-of-war “ Portsmouth.” 1 inclose, for your Lordship's information, copies of publica- 
tions in the New York papers, detailing the proceedings thus far in reference to the 
prosecution of the master and crew of the “ Emily.” 

Your Lordship will doubtless have heard of the capture of the “Laura” (No. 18) 
under the Mexican flag, by Her Majesty’s ship “Archer.” I subjoin a printed notice of 
the seizure and of the ship’s arrival at Kingston, Jamaica. 

The slave barque “ Lyra” has lately been sold for 4,500 dollars ;_ she is at present in 
port, but her destination and business are unknown. 

The brig ‘“ Lydia Frances’’ (No. 54) arrived on the 6th instant from the West Coast 
of Africa, laden with bar wood and a few shells. I have not ascertained why she failed to 
effect the intended object of her voyage. This vessel had been detained at Philadelphia 
by the United States’ Marshal. 

Owing to the recent numerous captures on the Coast, slave-trading parties are 
holding off from further outfits. Several slave-trading parties arrived here on the 
7th instant, in the “Cahawba” from Havana. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) Kk. M. ARCHIBALD. 
ee 
No. 695. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 5.) 
(No. 85.) 
My Lord, New York, November 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a list, 
with descriptions and particulars, of nine additional vessels reported to me as suspicious, 
Nos. 31 to 39 inclusive ; and likewise the description of another slaver, the ‘‘ Virginian,” 
No. 68. 

The New London papers report that the ship ‘‘ Memphis” (No. 19), Captain Moody, 
had landed, on the Cuban coast, a cargo of slaves. This vessel was at St. Helena on the 
6th of October, and was reported to have arrived from Ambrizette ; had been out six 
months, whaling, and was clean, and was about to sail for Patagonia. This vessel fitted 
out ostensibly as a whaler. I have little doubt she will attempt to run another cargo of 
slaves. 

In reference to the “Emily” (No. 30), referred to in my last despatch, 1 have to 
report that the two passengers have been released; the master and crew have been 
committed for trial. Notwithstanding the strength of the evidence, the general impression 
is that the prosecution against them will fail. . 

I beg leave to inclose some printed slips from newspapers, reporting the proceedings 
on the trial, at Savannah, of three of the crew of the ‘“‘ Wanderer.” I likewise inclose 
several other slips, containing interesting intelligence meee on oo Slave Trade. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—The description of the “Virginian” is incomplete ; I will forward it by next 
mail. 





at 


No. 

31 

32 

33 

34 | Huntress, Captain Reid 

35 | Lyra, Captain Thomp- 
son 

36 | Alvarado, Captain 
Burton 














Rig. Tons. | 
Brig 181 
Schooner.) 93 
Barque ..| 266 
Brig 166 
Barque ..| 217 
Ditto ..| 299 








Flag. 





United States 


Ditto 


Spanish 


United States 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Inclosure in No. 695. 


Furtuer List of Suspicious Vessels. 


Port of Clearance. 





Matanzas, September 
26 


Havana, October 8 .. 





Havana October 29 .. 


Havana, September 10 


New York, November 
14 


New York, October 7 





Destination. 


New York 


Mantua 


Curacoa 


Key West and 


Tampa 


Key West 


Aspinwall 


Description. 











A 2k, 1 deck, 10 feet draft. Built of oak 
in 1846 at Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
Copper and iron fastened; metalled 
December 1857; full model; deck- 
cabin. Surveyed last at Norfolk, 
March 1859 

A 2,93 tons (in Havana “W eekly Report,” 
72 tons, Spanish measurement), 1 deck, 
8 feet draft. Built at Duxbury in 1845, 
of oak, iron fastened, full model, bunk 
deck cabin. Surveyed last at Boston, 
November 1857. 

No description to be procured except her 
tonnage, and that taken from “ Havana 
Weekly Report” 


A3, 1 deck, 10 feet draft. Built at 
Egg Harbour, N. I, in 1839 of oak, 
copper and iron fastened, metalled 
October 1854, full model, deck cabin. 
Surveyed last, New York, 1858. The 
“ Havana Weekly Report” reports her 
as a 270 ton brig; but one other brig 
“Huntress,” in “Lloyd’s American 
Register,” a British vessel of 164 tons 

A 2, 1 deck, 11 feet draft. Buiit at Balti- 
more, in 1847, of oak and locust, copper 
and iron fastened, metalled April 1859, 
medium model, poop cabin 


A 2%, 1 deck, 15 feet draft. Built 
at Thomaston in 1845 of mixed wood, 
copper and iron fastened, metalled 








Remarks. 





No manifest of cargo; nor arrival at port 
of New York November 15. 


As a general rule, slavers are cleared 
for this port. 


This vessel, advertised for Alicaute and 
Barcelona for the last two months, 
cleared for Cura¢oa without cargo: no 
commerce between that port and 
Havana. 

Arrived at Havana from Key West 
September 6. Cleared for Key West 
on September 10. Arrived there and 
sailed for Tampa. No report since of 
said vessel. 


Was condemned at Key West as aslaver; 
since been running between New York 
and Key West. Sold in the early 

rt of this month for 4,500 dollars. 

it is said she will go from Key West 

to Mobile for a cargo of lumber, thence 

by Havana, or some other Cuban port, 

and to a certainty on a slave voyage. 
Chartered with coal. 
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Name. 


37 | California, 
Hathorn 


Captain 


38 | Cuba, Captain Bates .. 


39 | Jane Parker. 








Rig. 
Barque .. 
Ditto . 
Ship 


248 


425 


United States 


Ditto 


Ditto 





Further List of Suspicious Vessels—continued. 


Port of Clearance. 





New York, October 10 


New York, September 
14 


Havana, November 9 





Destination. 





Lisbon . 


Aspinwall 


Galveston 








Description. 





January 1857, full model, deck cabin, 
surveyed at Boston, January 1858 

A 2, 1 deck, 15} feet draft. Built of oak at 
Portland in 1845, copper and iron 
fastened, metalled June 1858, full model, 
deck cabin. Repaired 1851; surveyed 
at Boston, August 1858 

A 2,1 deck, 13 feet draft. Built at Borth 
bay by J. McDougall, of oak and haccam, 
in 1849, copper and iron fastened, 
metalled December ] 858, medium model, 
half-poop cabin, new masts, sails, and rig- 
ging. Surveyed at New York, May 1859 

A2, 2 decks, 18 fect draft. Built at 
Bath, Maine, in 1848, of mixed wood, 
copper and iron fastened, metalled 
December 1857; full model, deck cabin. 
Surveyed New York, January 1859 





Remarks, 


Was reported chartered to Lisbon, River 
Plate, and back to United States. 


Arrived from Sagua, August 27, from 
Aspinwall ; “ Shipping News"— sailed 
Ist November for New York; is now 
reported sailed 3rd November, for 
Belize, Honduras. 


Cleared in ballast by A. Cabarga. 
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UNITED STATES. (Consular)— New York. 
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No. 696. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell_—(Received December 14.) 


Fo, 36.) 
y Lord, New York, November 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the description of the 
‘* Virginian” (No. 68), referred to in my despatch No. 35 of the 23rd instant. 

Being uncertain whether or not [ have transmitted a list and description of the 
suspicious vessels Nos. 28, 29, and 30, I beg leave to inclose a duplicate, in order to render 
the series complete. 

I have to acquaint your Lordship that the ‘ Virginian,” Lind, master, cleared from 
this port, on the 25th instant, for “ Congo river and a market.”’ ‘The names of tae parties 
clearing her, whoever they may be, are suppressed or omitted in the notice of the clearance 
in the New York “ Herald,” “ Times,” and ‘ Shipping List,” in which the vessel is called 
the “ Virginia,” there being no vessel in port of that name. The Lind who commands 
her must be the same person who commanded the brig “ Tyrant” when she landed a cargo 
of slaves on the Cuban coast, and was afterwards found abandoned at sea. 

The brig ‘‘ Nancy” (No. 12), Captain Godfrey, sailed from Vera Cruz, on the 21st of 
October, for Minatitlan, and at last dates had not arrived ; she has probably gone on a 
slave-trading voyage. Neither is there any report of the arrival at Minatitlan of the barque 
“ Tally Ho” (No. 24, Suspicious List), which vessel cleared for thence from Mobile on the 
17th of September last. 

The barque “ William” (No. 17, suspicious) cleared at Havana on the 13th October 
for Pensacola. As yet, no report of her arrival. It is almost certain that she has gone to 
the coast of Africa. 

The brigs ‘“‘ Black Hawk” and “ Kingbird” (Nos. 7 and 18, Suspicious List), are 
reported lost during this month. 

I beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention to the charge of Chief Justice Wayne, of 
the United States’ Circuit Court, to the Grand Jury at Savannah, which contains an 
claborate and interesting review of the existing laws of the United States against the Slave 
Trade. It is published in the ‘‘ New York Times” of this date, of which paper I address, 
by this mail, two copies to the Foreign Office. The impunity of Mr. Lamar, whose offence 
is notorious, and to which the Charge alludes, is commented on by the Editor. In this 
paper will be found late intelligence trom Mexico and the Isthmus of Panamé. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


4D2 





S. W. Holbrook 


Harriet, Captain Durkee! Schooner . 








Inclosure 1 in No. 696. 


Furtner List of Suspicious Vessels. 


Port of Clearance. 





Havana, October 25th 


Havana, October 25th 


Baltimore, October 


25th 





Laguna “ee 


Destination. 





Cardenas 


West Coast of 


South America 





A 2, 1 deck, 14 feet draft. 


A2k, 1 deck, 1) feet draft. 


A2,1 deck, 9 feet draft. 





Description. 








Built in 1858, 
at Harpswell, Maine, by Curtis and 
Eustis, of mixed wood, copper and iron 
fastened. Dimensions, length, 115 feet; 
breadth, 28 feet; depth of hold, 12 feet. 
Full model, poop cabin. Surveyed last 
New York, February 1858 

Built at 
Haddan, Connecticut, in 1845, of oak, 
copper and iron fastened, metalled June 
1856, full model, F.P., probably meant 
for full poop cabin 

Built at New 
York, of oak, in 1849, copper and iron 
fastened, full model, poop cabin. Repairs 
surveyed last in Baltimore, January 


1859 











Remarks. 





Was reported cleared at Havana for 


Laguna October 25, and still amongst 
list of vessels in port of Havana on 
29th. 


Arrived at Havana from New Orleans; 


cleared from Cardenas, October 25, 
and reported under the command of 
Vingut; formerly under one Wor- 
tinger. 


There are six vessels of this name in 


“Lloyd’s American Register.” Have 
selected the one owned in Baltimore. 
The others range from 75 tons to 176 
tons. This vessel sailed on Monday, 
October 24th, but has not been reported 
“cleared.” 





GLG 


‘yu0 maN—(unjnsuog) “SULVLS GALINA 


No. Name, 


68 | Virginian .. 





Rig. Tons. 


Brigantine | 224 





Flag. 


United States 





Inclosure 2 in in No. 696. 


Furruer List of Slavers. 


Port of Clearance. Destination. 


New York.. os e “6 


A 2, 1 deck, 11 feet draft. 


Description. 








Built at 
Trinity Bay, of mixed wood, in 1855, 
iron fastened, metalled November 
1856. Full model, half-poop cabin. 
Dimensions, length, 98 feet; breadth, 
22 feet ; depth of hold, 11 feet. Sur- 
veyed, New York, November 1856 





Remarks. 





Formerly the British brig “ Giaour ;” was 
wrecked off Cape Henry, taken into 
Norfolk aud sold. Arrived from 
Norfolk, October 25th, under her 
present name and flag, and was sold 
through John B. Sardy, at about 6,000 
dollars. From October 25th to No- 
vember 5th was lying at Piers 49 and 
48 East River; on 9th and 12th 
November, a to her location, and 
no report of her clearance. She has 
either gone up the river, or has been 
taken to some out-of-the-way place, or 
gone to sea with a coasting license. 
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574 UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 
No. 697. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 37.) 
My Lord, New York, November 29, 1859. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 36 of yesterday’s date, I now have the honour to 
acquaint your Lordship that the United States’ ship of war “ Mohawk ” has captured, off 
Sagua la Grande, and towed into Key West, the American brig “ Cygnet.” When first 
discovered, the last lighter-load of negroes from the “ Cygnet” was being landed. This 
vessel is not mentioned in either of the lists of vessels reported by me. 

I have also to report that the barque “ William” (No. 17, Suspicious List) sailed from 
Havana on the 20th instant for the coast of Africa under command of one Symmes. In 
the “ Journal of Commerce ” she is reported as having sailed, on same date, for Pensacola. 

The “ Virginia,” or “ Virginian,” is stated to have been loaded with waggons! I beg 
to inclose some slips from the newspapers relating to her temporary detention here, and 
her departure. 


The barque “ Emily” (under prosecution), besides her cargo, has 15,000 dollars in 
Spanish gold. 


T have, &e. 


(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
a 
No. 698. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—( Received December 20., 
(No. 38.) 
My Lord, New York, December 6, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith incloscd, a list of additional suspicious 
vessels, Nos. 40 to 44 inclusive. 

The barques “ William” and “ Lyra” (Nos. 17 and 35 on this list) may now be trans- 
ferred to the list of slavers ; the “ William,” as before reported, baving sailed for the coast 
of Africa, and the “/yra” having proceeded to Key West, from whence she will go to 
Mobile, and from thence, touching at Havana, to the coast of Africa. Such, I learn, is the 
present arrangement of her voyage. 

The “ Sunny South” (No. 65) arrived at Havana on the 20th ultimo, on which day 
the brig “ Triton” and barque “ Augusta Mayhew” (Nos. 37 and 53) were still in port. 

The brig “ William R. Kibby” (No. 62) cleared from New Orleans for Havana on the 
21st ultimo. 

I have to report that I have ascertained that the barque “Justice Story” (No. 9 on 
the Suspicious List) has proceeded on a lawful voyage. She cleared for St. Helena, the 
captain taking his wife with him. The vessel is intended to trade in the African rivers. 

The “ Cygnet,” lately reported as captured by the United States’ ship “ Mohawk,” it 
appears, cleared from hence for Teneriffe on the 28th of May last, under the command of 
one Gottell, and, I think, must be the same vessel as is referred to by my informant. as 
fitting out at the Canary Islands in the Inclosure 3 in my despatch No. 28 of the 20th of 
September last. 

I learn that the Spanish captain, Gabriel Perez, of the “ Ottawa” (No. 16), lately 
arrived here, and proceeded to Europe with 20,000 dollars, as his share of the profits of the 
expedition. 

The “ William M. Groton” (No. 22) arrived at Jacksonville, on the 21st ultimo, from 
Havana. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


41 


42 


43 


44 





Cha. S. Pennell 


Red Eagle, Captain 





Maryland, Captain 
Easheot 


Wm. E. Saffard, 











Inclosure in No. 698. 


Further List of Suspicious Vessels. 





Port of Clearance. Destination. Description. 
975 | United States} Havana, Nov. 19 ..| New Orleans .,| A 1}, 975 tons, 2 decks, 19 feet draft. 





249 Ditto 


| 
} 


288 Ditto 


175 | Ditto 





Havana, Nov. 20 ,.| Vera Cruz 


Havana, Nov. 18 —..| Tampico 


Built at Brunswick, Maine, by C. Pen- 
nell, in 1855 of oak and haceam, copper 
and iron-fastened. Dimensions, length, 
180 feet, breadth, 34 feet, depth of 
hold, 24 feet. Full model, half-poop 
cabin. Surveyed last at New Orleans, 
March 1858. 


Al}, 1 deck, 12 feet draft. Built at 
New London by Beckworth Brothers 
in 1853 of oak. Copper and iron- 
fastened, medium model, _half-poop 
cabin, bow ports. Surveyed last, New 
York, November 1859. 


Havana, Nov. 20 ..| Laguna, via Sisal | A2, 1 deck, 9 feet draft. Built at Wil- 


mington, Delaware, of oak, in 1853. 
Iron-fastened. Dimensions, length, 
117 feet, breadth, 20 feet, depth of 
hold, 9 fect. Full model, centre board, 
trunk cabin. Surveyed last, New 
York, February 1859. 

A2}, 1 deck, 10 feet draft. Built at 
Bangor, Maine, of mixed wood, in 
1848. Copper and iron-fastened. Me- 
talled June 1856. Dimensions, length, 
87 feet, breadth, 24 feet, depth of hold, 
9 feet. Full model, deck cabin, bow 
ports. Surveyed last, November 1858. 





No description to be obtained . . a 


Remarks. 


Arrived at Havana from Liverpool 26th 
September. Was reported chartered 
for London. Consigned to Hamel and 
Co. About two months since a 
Captain Melcher arrived at Charles- 
ton per “Isabel.” On the 19th of 
November cleared for New Orleans by 
Hamel and Co.: this firm cleared the 
barques “J. J. Cobb” and “ Pam- 
—_— for Africa; ostensibly St. 

homas and New York. 

Arrived at Havana from New York Ist 
November. Cleared from Vera Cruz 
20th November. No manifest of 
cargo published. 


Arrived 28th October from New York. 
Cleared for Laguna via Sisal, 20th 
November. No manifest of cargo 
published. 


Sailed from Cadiz 17th October, under 
the command of one Fays, for Vigo. 
Arrived at Liverpool brig “ Wim. E. 
Safford,” Royce, of Sag. Harbour 
on 7th November from Cadiz. 

Has her whaling voyage been abandoned ? 


This vessel's arrival is not reported. 
Cleared from Tampico by a slaving 
concern, Cargo—sugar, 4 boxes ; 
wax, 847 ; and cigars, 108,000. 
Name of captain suppressed. 
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” Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—( Received December 26.) 
(No. 39.) 
My Lord, New York, December 12, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, an 
oe list of suspicious vessels, with descriptions and observations, Nos. 45 to 48 
inclusive. 

I beg leave also to inclose copies of two communications from my informant. In one 
of these, reference is made to the letter of the “ New York Herald’s” Havana correspondent, 
dated November 23, a printed copy of which is inclosed. From the contents of this letter, 
if the writer's accuracy can be relied on, the new Captain-General of Cuba (it would appear, 
with the consent of the Government of Spain) is conniving at the prosecution of the Slave 
Trade in Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure | in No. 699. 


to Consul Archibald. 





Dear Sir, New York, December 9, 1859. 

ARRIVED at St. Helena, October 8th, the slave brig “ Eloisa,” as a prize to Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘* Archer,” reported to you as having sailed from Havana June 2Ist for 
La Guaira, under the Mexican flag. 

The barque “ Wildfire” is now loading, destination unknown, it is asserted for Vera 
Cruz and for St. Thomas. Cunha Reis returned from Havana in last steamer, and the 
next day the assignee of Figaniere, Reis, and Co. called on a house in Ann Street (No. 63), 
and purchased cutlasses, &c., for 1,000 dollars cash, the same to be shipped per barque 
“Wildfire.” At the present moment the owner or owners of the “ Wildfire” are not 
known. It is my impression that the vessel will be cleared by the captain, or a broker by 
the name of Schmidt, who, I think, is the party who purchased and paid the 12,000 dollars. 

The barque “ Wm. G. Lewis” is advertised for sale, for only three days; and from a 
person well acquainted with her owner (J. Lima Viana), he pronounces it a sham advertise- 
ment. A sham sale will probably be made, and the vessel will proceed on a slave 
voyage. 

— ‘* Ardennes” is now loading at Pier 6, North River; destination unknown ; 
but reported by Seaver as fitting out for the Slave Trade. 

Inclosed please find slip from the ‘“ Herald” of this date, in regard to the Slave 
Trade, written from Havana. 

Respectfully, &c. 


PS.—I omitted to mention in connection with barque “ Wm. G. Sewis” that her 
owner, J. L.. Viana, returned to this city after an absence of nearly five months, supposed 
to have returned from a successful slaving voyage. 


"qd ssvip 
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45 | Delhi 


46 | Wildfire... 
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Julia Dean.. 


Victoria 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 699. 


Furtuer List of Suspicious 






New York .. 






Havana, Nov. 30 






New York .. 














Vessels. 
Description. 


A 2}; 2 decks; 18 feet draft; built 
at Medford, Massachusetts, in 1838, 
of oak ; copper and iron fastened ; 
metalled, August 1857; full model; 
repairs, 1857 ; surveyed last, New 
York, May 1859 

A 2; 1 deck; 12 feet draft: built at 
Aymesbury, Massachusetts, in 
1853, of oak; copper and iron 
fastened; metalled, October 1853; 

sharp model; half-poop cabin; 

surveyed last, New York, May 

1859. Dimensions, length, 128 ft.; 

width, 27 ft,; depth of hold, 10 ft. 
































A2; L deck; 12 feet draft; built at 
Cherryfield, by E. Dyer, of mixed 
woods, in 1853; metalled in 1854; 
copper and iron fastened; full 
model; poop cabin; surveyed last, 
Charleston, October 1853. 



















A2; 1 deck; 8 feet draft; built at 
Philadelphia, in 1853, of oak ; cop- 
per and iron fastened ; metalled in 
1854 ; vertical engine, diameter of 
cylinder, 1 of 28 inches, stroke of 
piston, 2 ft. 6 in. ; medium model; 
formerly owned by the Newfound- 
land Telegraph Company 















Remarks. 








Arrived at Alicante from Bordeaux, Novem- 
ber 8, and sold to a Spanish house, price 
not named; it has been reported that she 
will go on a slaving voyage, and that the 
firm of Lopez are most probably the pur- 
chasers. 

Reported sold on 2nd December for 12,000 
dollars, vessel to be delivered in ten days. 
She is a very handsome extreme clipper 
barque, but does not sail fast; has nN 
running for the last three or four years as 
a packet to Vera Cruz. The parties who 
purchased her are foreigners, and from 
their manner, &e., deem her more than a 
suspicious vessel; in a few days will be able 
to report her true character. 

Was condemned and sold by the United 
States’ Government for being engaged in 
the Slave Trade; purchased for 2,700 
dollars by a house in Baltimore, and arrived 
at Havana November 7th; cleared for Vera 
Cruz, November 30th; captain’s name 
suppressed ; no manifest of cargo. 

A very fast sailer under canvas; the idea was 
not to use steam except when leaving the 
African coast; she is calculated to stow 
500 slaves; with canvas and steam they 
count on making about 15 knots. . 


‘SSALV.LS GALINA 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 699. 





to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New Sork, December 6, 1859. 

I HAVE to report the sale of ship “ Delhi” to a Spanish house in Alicante, Spain ; 
likewise the sale of extreme-clipper barque “ Wildfire,” under very suspicious circum. 
stances : so soon as she is cleared [ will be able to report further. 

The barque *‘ Julia Dean” cleared from Havana for Vera Cruz November 30. No 
freight is to be had there, and the captain’s name and those who cleared her are suppressed 
in the papers that have reported her. 

In European ports we have the following vessels :— 

At Marseilles.—Ship ‘ Vicksburg.” No report of this vessel since her sale. 

At Sisbon.—Barque “ Hermitage.” No report of this vessel since her arrival. It is 
stated that she took out provisions for the ship “* Thomas Watson.” 

At Malaga.—The ship ‘‘ Thomas Watson” arrived at Gibraltar from Malaga and 
sailed November 5th for Lisbon. 

At Alicante.-—The ship ‘ Delhi’ arrived 8th November from Bordeaux, and sold. 

Some of the four above-mentioned vessels may be placed under a foreign flag. Jn 
this case it will be very difficult to report their clearances, as the papers here only publish 
American vessels or foreign vessels bound to ports in the United States. 

Inclosed please find a slip from the “ Herald” correspondence regarding the Slave 
Trade in the Island of Cuba. 

No report whatever has been published of the Montevidean barque “ Emily” since her 
arrival at Cadiz. 


The ship ‘* Charles S. Pennell,” reported as suspicious on November 30th, arrived at 
New Orleans on 26th ultimo. 

The propeller ‘“ Victoria” was sold some time since for about 10,000 dollars, and 
nearly that much was more was expended on her. The person who purchased her stated 
that he intended to take her to Paraguay. She was calculated to make about 15 knots 
per hour. Whilst being repaired at the Atlantic Dock, it was reported that she would go 
to the coast of Africa, Her propeller is so arranged that, when not in use, it shuts into a 
casing, and does not impede the vessel when under sail—a patent arrangement ; the 
“ Victoria” being the only vessel to which it is applied. In the “Shipping List” of 
November 16th she is reported as being at Pier 51, East River. Since then she has been 
dropped from said paper, and which does not report her as being cleared; annexed 
description, &e. 

I have, &e. 


SS 


No. 700. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 
(No. 40.) 
My Lord, New Stork, December 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, for your Lordship’s information, 
copies of three communications from my informant, reporting the clearance of the barque 
“ Ardennes” (No. 11) for St. Jago de Cuba, and of the barque “ Wildfire” for St. Thomas, 
and the movements of other vessels and parties. 

I have just ascertained from another source that the “ Isla de Cuba” successfully 
landed 250 slaves within four weeks past, and was subsequently burnt. 

From several quarters I learn that the number of vessels engaged in the Traffic never 
was so great as at present. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 700. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New “ork, December 12, 1859. 
FROM very good authority have heard to-day that the ship “ Thomas Watson,” 
reported under the head of suspicious, would certainly fit out for the coast of Africa, with 
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the intention of shipping a cargo of slaves. This vessel arrived at Lisbon from Malaga and 
Gibraltar on 15th November. Have placed her as No. 71 on Tabular Statement of 
Slavers. Her description, &c., you have had. 

The suspicious barque “ California” arrived at Lisbon November 6. No report of the 
sailing of the “ Hermitage,” nor of the arrival out of barque “ Segatta.” 

The barque “ Wm. G. Sewis” was reported to the writer by her owner as having been 
sold on 10th instant. As advised before, there has been no bond Jide sale. 

The ship “ Atlantic” (No. 32) returned to this port to-day. The report is that she 
cleared for the United States, but that the United States’ Consul at Fayal took advantage 
of this, and shipped his passengers in her ; thus destroying whatever hopes they may have 
had of going to the African Coast before returning to the United States. ‘ 

Inclosed please find slips from the papers concerning the Slave Trade. 

Respectfully, &c. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 700. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New Sork, December 15, 1859. 

THE barque “ Ardennes” has cleared this day for St. Jago de Cuba, under the 
command of one Babeock. On her arrival out he will leave her. 

The “ Wildfire” is at last reported as having been sold, and the “Journal of 
Commerce” fixes the price paid at 11,000 dollars. She is nearly loaded, and is to-day 
taking in her stores, wood, &c. The parties interested in the goods going on board deny 
the presence of Cunha Reis in this city, although there is not the slightest doubt of the 
fact. He is probably in concealment, to avoid his creditors. 

The “ Wm. G. Zewis ” is also reported as getting ready. There is great activity among 
the slave-traders now here. 

Inclosed find slip in reference to Slave Trade. 

Respectfully, &c. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 700. 
to Consul Archibald. 





Dear Sir, New Sork, December 16, 1859. 

THE barque ‘‘ Wildfire,” Stanhope, cleared to-day for St. Thomas, by master ; this 
must be the same Stanhope that commanded the barque “ Panchita” when she landed her 
540 slaves between Havana and Matanzas last April; he has been to Havana since, and 
returned lately. The above vessel carries too many stores, and it is surmised by captains 
in lawful trade that she is bound for the East Coast of Africa: as cargo she has some 1,500 
muskets (United States), besides some 1,000 dollars’ worth of machetes (cane knives). It is 
now said that J. Lima Viana’s absence is owing to his having been engaged in establishing 
a new depét on the Eastern Coast; his arrival here, and that of Cunha Reis from Havana, 
the purchase of the ‘* Wildfire,” and the sham sale of the barque ‘‘Wm. G. Sewis,” all tend 
to make a clear case of the transaction. It is also conjectured that Cunha Reis will go 
out in the “ Wildfire ;” up to last evening he still remained concealed, and his presence 
here, and arrival from Havana, denied. The barque ‘‘ Wm. G. Sewis” will soon follow. 

' Inclosed, please find slip containing the condemnation of barque “ Orion ;” vessel and 
cargo worth about 25,000 dollars, and which was appraised by Albert Horn for 7,000 
dollars or more ; bonded by those fitting her out on first voyage. No intelligence since 
her sailing. ; 

Last dates from Havana are to the 10th December. The ship ‘‘ Sunny South,” 
barque “ Augusta Mayhew,” barque *‘ Julia Dean” (cleared for Vera Cruz, November 30). 
brig ‘* Triton,” and the brig ‘“ W. R. Kibby” (just arrived from New Orleans) were all in 

ort. 
Respectfully, &c. 
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No. 701. 


) Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.--(Received January 10, 1860.) 
(No. 41. 
My Lord, New ork, December 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the unexpected arrival at the port 
of Boston, on Saturday last, of the slave-yacht ‘‘ Wanderer” from the Western Islands. 

After a most adventurous cruise, during which daring acts of piracy were committed 
by the master for the purpose of completing the equipment and provisioning of the vessel 
for a slave-trading voyage, the crew, disliking to proceed on the expedition, took advantage 
of the captain’s temporary absence on board another ship, and ran off with the vessel, with 
which they sailed for Boston, where they delivered her up to the authorities. 

The particulars are detailed in the inclosed copies of reprints from the “Boston 
Traveller” newspaper, and are commented on in an editorial of the ‘‘ New York Times ” 
of this morning, of which a copy is also inclosed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—I beg leave also to transmit copy of a communication from my informant, of 
the date of the 21st instant, in reference to the movements of several vessels previously 
reported. KE. M. A. 


4s 





Inclosure in No. 701. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, December 21, 1859. 

THE barque “ Emily” is to be bonded ; the crew have been released without any 
trial, &c. Jesse Braddick is the party who is to bond her. This information I received 
from himself. In regard to the condemnation of the barque “ Orion,” the same party 
states that it was all owing to Judge Hall being an abolitionist. 

Cunha Reis did not go in the barque “ Wildfire ;” his presence in the city is no longer 
concealed. He is now making other purchases for the African trade. 

The “ Wm. G. ewis” has been on the balance dock ; the parties connected with her 

are about purchasing her cargo. 

, The ship “ Rebecca” landed her cargo, something less than 400 slaves about fifty 
days since, and the vessel was destroyed. The ship ‘“‘ Memphis” has not yet landed. The 
** Rebecca”’ is said to have been owned by parties in Cienfuegos, and was cleared from New 
Orleans by Prats, Pujol and Co. 

The brig “ J. Harris,” lately captured with 500 slaves, is said to be the property of 
one José Maria Mora of Havana. 

The barque “ Emma Lincoln” clears to-day for Porto de Lunha under the same 
Captain Palmer. 

Respectfully, &c. 





No. 702. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—( Received Januury 17, 1860.) 


(No. 42. Confidential.) 
My Lord, New York, December 29, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 3 of 
the 19th ultimo, transmitting a copy of a letter from Commodore Wise, reporting the 
circumstances under which he detained, and subsequently released, the slaver “Isla de 
Cuba,” off the African coast, in the month of September last, instructing me to make 
known these circumstances to my informant, and request him to obtain, if possible, any 
further information as to who is the real owner of the “ Isla de Cuba,” and as to her right 
to fly the American flag. — 

In reply, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I have communicated the 
contents of your Lordship’s despatch and its inclosures to my informant, and have 
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J 


received from him a report, of which I herewith transmit a copy for your Lordship’s 
information. : . 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


SS 


Inclosure in No. 702. 
———— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, December 24, 1859. 

IN reply to the communication addressed to you by the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and which you read to me in connection with other despatches relating to the 
barque “ Isla de Cuba,” 1 beg to state that Cunha Reis was, and is still, the owner of the 
said barque. J. Lima Viana may also have an interest in her. The barque ‘ Panchita,” 
barque “Isla de Cuba,” and brig “ Ellen,” were all owned by Cunha Reis. On the 
failure of Figaniere, Reis, and Co., one Jesse Braddick, sailmaker, libelled all of the above 
vessels, and Captain Dobson furnished 3,000 or 3,500 dollars, thereby releasing the 
‘* Isla de Cuba,” and was sécured by having the “ Panchita” put in his, or his wife's, 
name. Captain Dobson then took the command of the “ Isla de Cuba,” and carried her 
as far as the Azores, particulars of which have already been communicated to you. Ina 
conversation which I had with J. Lima Viana, I stated to him that Dobson had threatened 
to go before the United States’ District Attorney and expose her owners, to which 
J. Lima Viana replied, that Dobson had gone crazy since his mishap, and they detied him 
and his threats, as he had contributed some 3,000 dollars towards fitting her out. 

From A. M. Ros (purchaser of the barque ‘* Antelope” and American barque “ /mily,”) 
I learnt that Correa had gone out in her for the return voyage, and that he had invested 
some funds in the venture. 

In stating these facts, the Foreign Office have evidence cnough to prove that Cunha 
Reis is the real owner of the barque “ Isla de Cuba” by the assertions of Dobson, confirmed 
by J. Lima Vianaand A.M. Ros. The writer is under the impression that Jesse Braddick’s 
claim on the three vessels named was not bond fide, but only intended to protect them 
from being seized by the creditors of Figaniere, Reis and Co.,'as this Braddick is in collusion 
with all the slave-traders, bailing them when occasion requires, and on such terms with 
the United States’ officers, that sails, rigging, &c., of all slave-vessels brought into this 
port are stored with him for safe keeping. Lately, he has informed the writer that 
Stanhope, of the “‘ Panchita” had gone in the “ Wildfire,” and would, no doubt, be as 
successful with the latter as with the former. It was but a few days since that you were 
informed that this same Braddick intended to bond the barque “ Emily,” lately brought 
into this port for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

In the many interviews which the writer has had with you, he has always asserted 
that not only the United States’ officials connived at it, but that the slavers were abetted 
and aided by the United States’ vessels of war both on the African and Cuban coasts, and 
which is now more than confirmed by Her Britannic Majesty’s Commodore on the former 
station. The Commander of a United States’ ship of war will not interfere with a slaver 
on the African coast, except he is called upon to do so by the commanding officer of one 
of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers; and on the coast of Cuba no captures are effected 
until after the slave cargo is landed. 

P Respectfully, &c. 








No. 703. 
: Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—( Received January 17, 1860.) 
(No. 43 ) ; 
My Lord, New York, December 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, for your Lordship's information, 
copies of communications from my informant, reporting, among other things, the sailing 
from this port, on the 23rd instant, for Porto da Lenha, Coast of Africa, of the barque 
“« Emma Lincoln,” on a slave-trading voyage. ‘This vessel, it will be remembered, after 
being visited and, for a short time, detained on the coast of Africa, in June last, by one of 
Her Majesty’s cruizers, was released, and subsequently returned to this port with a merely 
nominal cargo. 


5s UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 


Among the vessels referred to in the inclosure of this date, the “ William R. Kibby”’ 
is reported to me by Consul-General Crawford, in his letter of the 24th instant, as having 
sailed from Havana under very suspicious circumstances. I will cause her movements to 
be watched and reported. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


rr 


Inclosure | in No. 703. 
——— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, December 3), 1859. 

THE slave-brig “ William R. Kibby” arrived this afternoon from Havana, consigned 
tv order, under the command of one Otto. In the Havana Weekly Report she is cleared 
under Laverty, and in the city papers under Frouth; she was cleared at Havana by 
Bustamente, Romero and Co., December 17th, and her export manifest of cargo consists 
of sugar, two boxes, and rum, forty pipes. The report is that she comes to Cunha Reis ; 
a few days’ time will develop the whole affair. The parties clearing her at Havana are 
largely engaged in the Slave Trade, and have lately purchased the American schooner 
“ Kasbeck” (description annexed), and she is reported as having been chartered for 850 
dollars, for Tobasco, to load at some State, 850 bales of dry goods; other statements, 
850 boxes of sugar or 850 bales of tobacco. This vessel arrived at Havana, from 
Jacksonville, November 21st, with 2,900 cross beams for the Havana Railroad, consigned 
to F. Schnabelius and Co.; and on December 17th she is consigned to the above 
firm ; reported cleared for Tobasco December 24th. (The above firm cleared the Mexican 
barque ‘‘ Zaura,” which was captured by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Archer.”) 

I have to report to you the arrival of the ship ‘‘ Brookline” at Montevideo 
October 27th from Rio Janeiro. 

The ship “ Sunny South” was still at Havana December 24th; her register has been 
returned to her former owners; will probably obtain a sea-letter from the United States’ 
Consul at Havana or be placed under a foreign flag. She has lately changed her 
consignees. From the following cargo consigned to Messrs. Pla, Franganillo, San 
Miguel and Co., she must have been purchased for their account: 60 barrels of beef, 
12 barrels of mackerel, 200 barrels of biscuit, 55 packages of merchandize. The same 
firm are reported as being owners of the ships “ Atlantic” and “ Comoro.” 

The barque ‘* Augusta Mayhew” and brig “‘ Triton” were at Havana December 24th. 

Annexed please find description of several vessels, under the United States’ and 
Spanish flags, considered as suspicious.* 

The schooner “ Wyvern” arrived at St. Thomas from Curacoa November 3rd, and 
sailed for St. Martin’s on November 12th. Her owner (Field) arrived from Chagres in the 
last steamer; reported that he landed his cargo. Her vessel will probably arrive with 
guano from Sombrero, as he was formerly in charge of the island. 

The slave-barque ‘‘ Julia Dean” was wrecked off Vera Cruz; total loss; have erased 
her name from the list. ; 

In this port at present, ship ‘‘ Atlantic,” barque ‘‘ Emily,” barque ‘‘ Wm. G. Lewis,” 
brig “ Nancy,” brig ‘“ William R. Kibby,” and brig ‘‘ John P. Hooper.” The schooner 
“ Hanover” is also reported as getting ready; belongs to the firm of Abranches, Almeida 
and Co. She is well known to Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of 
Africa. 

Respectfully, &c. 





Schooner “ Kasbeck.”—158 tons; A 2; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; built at Machias, 
Maine, 1856, of mixed. wood ; copper and iron fastened ; full medel; long deck poop; 
surveyed at New York January 1859. 





* This list will be forwarded by next mail, with an amended list of slavers to this date. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 703. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, December 24, 1859. 

I BEG to inform you that the slaver Botelho, who was captured with his vessel 
last summer off the African Coast, has returned to Europe, and will make another attempt 
most probably from Gibraltar or Cadiz. When idle, he resides at the latter port. 

The barque “ Wm. G. Sewis” is rapidly loading and will soon sail. 

The barque “ Emma Zincoln” sailed for Porto da Lenha under the same Captain 
Palmer and on a slave-voyage ; cleared, as before advised you, on the 21st instant. 1 have 
put her down on the tabular statement as No. 73, formerly No. 5. 

The brig “ Hope” and schooner “ Express,” numbered as 31 and 32 in “suspicious ” 
list, have not been heard from since they left Havana, the former for New York, 
September 26th, and the latter for Mantua (port where slavers fit out), October 8th. I 
have, in view of these circumstances, placed them amongst the slavers as Nos. 74 and 75. 

The brig ** Wm. Taylor Hall,’ numbered 26 as “ suspicious,”’ sailed from Baltimore 
for St. Thomas and a market, October 1. No report of her arrival on receipt of 
late dates from that port. She had been sold previous to her sailing. I will give her a 
few more days before changing list and number. 

The slave-brig ‘‘ Nancy” arrived here yesterday from Minatitlan. [ have lately been 
informed that this vessel has already landed two cargocs; her former captain now owns 
a Mississippi tow-boat from New Orleans to Belize. 

The suspicious barque “ Tally Ho” (No. 24) was also lost; likewise schooner 
‘© Trimmer”’ (No. 6). 

The following vessels, noted as suspicious, have been heard from :— 

Barque “ Warren” (No. 10) at Baltimore; barque ‘“‘ Fannie” (No. 11) at this port ; 
brig “ Denmark” (No, 12. at Boston; schooner “ Wyvern” (No. 18) and slaver No. 61 at 
St. Thomas’ from Curacoa, supposed to have landed; barque “ Alnah” (No. 23) at this 
port; barque ‘ S. W. Holbrook” (No. 28) at this port; barque ‘ American” (No. 29) at 
Philadelphia ; brig ‘* Huntress” (No. 34) at Key West; ship ‘“ Jane Parker” (No. 39) at 
Galveston ; ship ** Charles S. Pennell” (No. 40) at New Orleans. 

A very fine Baltimore brig has lately been sold, and, it is reported, to go into the 
Slave Trade, of which I shall be able to report more fully in a few days. 

Respectfully, &c. 


No. 704. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 26.) 
No. 1.) 
ty Lord, New York, January 10, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, an 
addition to the list of slavers previously reported, Nos. 69 to 79 inclusive, being partly 
vessels transferred from the Suspicious List. 

I likewise transmit a further list of suspicious vessels Nos. 49 to 61 inclusive, together 
with a copy of a communication from my informant, dated the 6th instant. 

From the information which I have acquired in reference to the ‘‘ /sla de Cuba,” | 
think it probable the number of slaves landed from her was much greater than reported by 
me in a previous despatch. The only notice in the New York papers of the alleged 
“outrage” of the detention of this vessel by Commander Wise, was a short paragraph 
published here at the instance of the owners about the time the vessel effected the landing 
of her slaves. 

There is now not the least probability of a repetition of the complaint. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 704. 


Furtuer List of Slavers. 











































































































Tons. | Flag. * Port of Clearance. Destination. Description. Remarks. 
232 | United States we oe See Suspicious List, No. 17 . .»| Cleared from Havana for Africa, Novem- 
ber 20th. 

70 217 | Ditto «se See Suspicious List, No. 35... as a ame 15th, from Key West 
‘or Mobile. 

71 | Thomas Watson 348 | Ditto . oe oe See Suspicious List, No. 14.. .-| Reported December 12th at Lisbon. 

72 | Wildfire .. ee 337 | Ditto ea ta a See Suspicious List, No. 46 . «+ | Sailed December 17th, for St. Thomas. 

73 | Emma Lincoln o 298 | Ditto oe ‘6 oa Second venture; formerly reported as | Sailed December 21st, for Porto da Lenha, 

slaver No. 5 Africa. 

74 181 | Ditto oe See Suspicious List, No. 31 .. .-| Cleared from Matanzas for New York, 
September 26th. 

75 93 | Ditto See Suspicious List, No. 32 .. . | Cleared from Havana for Mantua, Octo- 
ber 8th; twice arrived at Havana, and 
sailed again for same port. Cleared 
from Havana for Tobasco, December 
24th. 

76 | Kasbeck (Long) .. 158 | Ditto ..| Havana, Dec. 24 Tobasco ..| A 2; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; built at | Reported chartered to Tobasco for 850 
Machias, Maine, in 1856, of mixed dollars, by Bustamente, Romero, and 
wood ; copper and iron fastened ; full Co. of Havana, Engaged in the Slave 
model; long deck cabin; surveyed, Trade. 

, New York, January 1859 . 

77 | Gleaner (Waite) 148 | Ditto ..| New Orleans, Dec. 8 .| SantaCruz (Cuba) A 2}; 1 deck; 11 feet draft; built at | Cleared by Phillips and Weeks, and mani- 

and a market Wiscasset, Maine, in 1846 of hacca- fest not to be seen. 
mutac and oak; copper and iron 
fastened; full model; long deck 
cabin ; surveyed, 1856 

78 448 | Ditto «-| Havana = A 1}; 1 deck; 13 feet draft; built at | Late dates (30th December) advise having 
Port Jefferson, Long Island, in been sold for 20,000 dollars; was dis- 
1856, of oak; copper and iron fast- charging her New York cargo. 
ened; metalled, August 1857; di- 
mensions, length 124 ft., breadth 
30 ft., depth of hold 12 ft.; medium 
model; half-poop cabin; surveyed, 

New York, October 1858 . 
79 . | Brazilian Pe re as x Has landed one cargo. A Mozambique 
trader, under the command of the noted 
Eugenio Vinas, and has lately sailed from 
one of the northarn outports. 
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50 


51 


52 


53 


db 








Trueman (Mayo) 

Mary E. Milliken .. 
(Norden) 

Almore (Hoffaes) .. 


Alruccabah (Conner). . 


Golden Age (Petrous) 








Tons. 


229 


321 


231 


311 





Inclosure 2 in No. 704. 


Furruer List of Suspicious Vessels. 








Flag. Port of Clearance. 
United States | Matanzas, Dec.7 .. 
Ditto Havana, Dec. 19 
Ditto ..| Boston, Dec. 6 
Ditto _.. | Boston, Dec. 8 
Ditto New York, Dec. 30 .. 








Destination. 


New Orleans 


Cardenas se 


Havana, and a 
market 


St. Thomas, and a 
market 


Buenos Ayres .. 








Description. 


A2; 1 deck; 12 feet draft: built at 


Kingston, Massachusetts, in 1846, of 
oak; copper and iron fastened ; 
metalled March 1856. Dimensions, 
length, 98 feet; breadth, 22 feet; 
depth of hold, 11 feet ; full model ; 
half-poop cabin; surveyed, April 1859 

A 2; 1 deck; 12 feet draft; built at 
Eastport, Maine, in 1855, of mixed 
wood; copper and iron fastened; 
metalled, March 1857. Dimensions, 
length 102 feet, breadth 27 feet, depth 
of hold 11 feet; full model ; half-poop 
cabin ; surveyed, March 1859 

A2;1 deck; 12 feet draft; built at 
Waldboro, Maine, by H. Kennedy, 
of mixed wood; copper and iron 

® fastened ; metalled, March 1857 ; full 
model. Dimensions, length, 100 feet ; 
breadth 27 feet; depth of hold, 9 feet; 
half-poop cabin; bow-ports; surveyed 
New York, 1858 

A2; 1deck; draft not reported ; built 
at Gouldsboro, Maine, in 1854, of 
mixed wood; iron fastened; sharp 
model. Dimensions, length, 103 feet ; 
breadth, 26 feet; depth of hold, 
9 feet; deck cabin; surveyed, New 
York, 1859 

A2; 1 deck; 12 feet draft; built at 
Thomaston, Maine, in 1849, of 
mixed wood; metalled, February 
1854. Dimensions, length, 109 feet ; 
breadth 26 feet; depth of hold, 12 
feet ; full model; deck cabin; sur- 
veyed, New York, January 1859 





Reported sold 





Remarks. 


in November for 3,500 


lollars. Arrived at Matanzas from New 
York November 23; had not arrived at 


New Orleans 


up to 24th December. 


Arrived at Havana from Philadelphia, 


December 8. 


Cleared for Pensacola 


December 16, and again cleared for 


Cardenas on 


19th. Reported as char- 


tered for New York, via Cardenas, at 
1} dollars per hogshead of molasses. 


Was advertised for sale, and sold in 
December for 4,000 dollars. 
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Furtuer List of Suspicious Vessels—continued. 









Description. 





Port of Clearance. Destination. 


















No 








Was advertised for sale; then advertised 
from 8th to 22nd October for Cardenas, 
and reported at the time that she would 
fit out at that port for African coast; 
was afterwards loaded with coal .for 
Aspinwall. 

Arrived at Havana, November 7, from 
Antwerp. Manifest of cargo not pub- 
lished. 

Arrived at Havana from Porto Rico, No- 
vember 22. Manifest of cargo not 
published. Cleared by the same firm 
as the “ Julieta,” and are engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 

Arrived at Havana July 5, from Buenos 
Ayres; disappeared from list of vessels; 
was in port December 17. 

Arrived at Havana from Buenos Ayres 
May 15; disappeared from list of vessels 
December 24 ; was in port December 17. 

Not to be found in list of vessels in port, 
and her arrival not reported. Manifest 
of cargo not published. 

Disappeared from list of vessels Deceniber 
17; was in port December 10. 

Disappeared from list of vessels December 
17; was in port December 10. 


Al}; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; built in 
1855 at New York, of oak; copper 
and iron fastened ; metalled October 
1858. Depth of hold, 11 feet. 
Mediu model; half-poop cabin ; 
surveyed, New York, October 1859 

None to be procured ss es 


United States} Aspinwall, Nov. 30 ..| Pensacola 





54 | Castor (Harding) ..| Schooner | 262 



















Maria (Anza) Ship ..| 150 Havana, Dec. 10... | Sisal .- - 








Aristides (Pellicer) ..| Polacca . Havana, Dec. 14, | Curagoa None to be procured an sd 












None to be procured 





Rosa (Roig) ..| Barque ..| 188 No clearance ee ss os 








None to be procured oe 





Pastorcita (Marty) ..| Polacca..| 138 No clearance 











None to be procured si oe 





Micaelita (Suarez) ..| Brig Havana, Dec. 3 «| Tampico ‘ 
















None to be procured 





..| Barque ..| 186 No clearance on ae or 








Terecita (Torre) 
Vicentica (Hernandez) | Ditto ..| 184 





None to be procured 





No clearance “a ie - 
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UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 587 
Inclosure 3 in No. 704. 
to Consul Archibald. 


ar Sir, New York, January 6, 1859. 

INCLOSED please find manifest of cargo per slave-brig “‘ Wm. R. Kibby” :— 

‘* Havana.—Brig ‘ William R. Kibby,’ 40 casks rum, 20 casks wine, 6 barrels vinegar, 
5 boxes cigars, 3 boxes sweetmeats, 1 box chocolate, 3 boxes paper cigars, 1 box hats, 
1 package soap, | trunk, | stove, 40 tons stone ballast, to order.” 

It yee that the United States’ Consul at Havana refused to give her a clearance 
for the African coast; thus far her consignee is not known. From the same authority 
have heard that the United States’ Consul has refused some five or six other vessels 
clearances for the coast of Africa. 

The schooner “ Gleaner,” Captain Waite, cleared at New Orleans December 8, by 
Phillips and Weeks, for Santa Cruz (Cuba) and a market; and in the same paper, in the 
Exports, ‘‘ Manifest not to be seen.” Weeks was formerly a partner of Wenburg and 
Weeks, and the pretended owner of barque ‘* Panchita,” &c. Description annexed. 

The barque “ Glenwood” has changed hands at Havana; price paid, 20,000 dollars. 
She is a superior vessel, and most probably destined for the Mozambique trade. 

Inclosed, please find a letter from the “ Journal of Commerce,” dated at St. Helena, 
and advising the capture and arrival of brig “ Lillie Mills” at that port, making seven 
known prizes to Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers since last July, namely: barque “ Antelope,” 
barque “ Laura,” brig “ Eloisa,” brig “J. Harris” (with 500 slaves), schooner “ Stephen 
H. Townsend,” brig “ Millie Mills,” and barque “ Isla de Cuba,” making 1,576 tons, and to 
this amount of tonnage is to be added that of Botelho’s barque, which was also captured 
by one of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers. 

. The following slavers have landed their cargoes of slaves within the past year :— 
Barques “ Rosita,” ‘ Panchita,” ‘‘aurens,” “ Ottawa,” “ Asa Fish,” “J.J. Cobb,” “ Isla 
de Cuba ;” ships ‘‘ Rebecca,” “Julia ;” brigs “ Tyrant,” “ Broome,” ‘ Cygnet,” ‘“ Browns- 
ville,” ‘John P. Hooper ;” and “ William M. Groton,” and schooner “ Wyvern,” reported 
as having landed. 

The following vessels were captured by the United States’ ship “Marion,” at the 
suggestion of the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizer: Barque “ Orion,” 
bonded and sailed; “ Emma ®incoln,” detained, and voyage broken up, sailed again ; 
“ Ardennes,’ condemned and sailed; “ Emily,” to be bonded. 

Please find several slips relating to the yacht ‘‘ Wanderer,”’ and other vessels engaged 
in the Slave Trade. 

Respectfully, &c. 





No. 705. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 30.) 
No. 2.) 
My Lord, New York, January 18, 1860. 

” | HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, a list and description of three 
additional slavers, Nos. 80, 81, and 82. Also copies of communications from my informant 
of the respective dates of the 10th, 11th, and 13th instant, containing information in 
reference to the “ Ocean Rover,” ‘* Hungarian,” “ Kate *incoln,” *¢ Sultana,” and other 
vessels, engaged or suspected of being engaged in the A nine Trade. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) — E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 705. 


Further List of Slavers. 















Flag. Port of Clearance. Destination. Description. Remarks 
































Name of Vessel. Rig. 











* 

United States} New York .. ++| Havana .. ..| Al}, 1 deck and beams, 15 feet draft. | Was sold in the early part of January. 

Built of oak at Boston in 1850. Now loading (January 11), and reported 

Metalled November 1855. Copper chartered for Havana for 1,400 dollars. 

and iron-fastened. Full model, deck The parties who purchased her are now 

cabin. Surveyed ‘last, New York, in this port. Will fit out at Havana for 

6 January 1859. a slaving voyage. 

Ditto ..| New York, Jan, 12, Zaire,anda market} A 2, 1 deck, 12 feet draft. Built of | Is command by the same Dickie who 
1860 oak and haccamatack, at Portland, in went out in the ue “ Asa Fish,” and 

1852. Metalled April 1856. Copper succeeded in landing a cargo of slaves 

and iron-fastened. Full model, half- last November. Is reported cleared by 

poop cabin. Surveyed, New York, J. Lockhart. Cargo and -vessel owned 

January 1859. aA J. Lima Viana, Cunha Reis, and 

others. 

Ditto «| New York 4. we] .. | A2(now about 3 bad), 1 deck, 13 feet | Has been sold within the last three days 

draft. Built of mixed wood at Jones- at about 3,000 dollars. Was purchased 

borough, Maine, in 1849. Metalled by a Spaniard, and will eventually fit 

Jannary 1855. Copper and iron- out. Further particulars unknown 

fastened. Full model. Dimensions, 

length, 105 feet, breadth, 25 feet, 

depth of hold, 11 feet. Half-poop 

cabin, Surveyed, New York, Ja- 

nuary 1859. 






Sultana se .-| Bavque .. 


81 






Hungarian, (Dickie)..| Ditto .. 





82 | Kate Lincoln --| Ditto .. 
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UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New York. 589 
Inclosure 2 in No. 705. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, ; New York, January 10, 1860. 

IN tracing back the ship “ Ocean Rover,” have come to the conclusion that the 
slave-ship “ Julia,” lately reported, is the former vessel. The “ Ocean Rover” arrived at 
Havana April 13, from Barnstable, and no report of her clearance appears. The New 
York ‘ Shipping List ” states that “the ship ‘ Ocean Rover,’ of Nantucket, 417 tons, built 
at Mattapoisett in 1855, has been sold to the Spanish Government on private terms. She 
will be employed in the Government service, and run between Spain and Cuba. She is a 
first-rate ship ; has made one spen-wine voyage to the Pacific, arriving home in October 
last.” The inference is, that the above is only one of the subterfuges put in practice by 
the slavers. As the American “ Lloyd’s” does not report her, no other description can 
be obtained. 

Tnclosed, please find slips relating to the “ Wanderer” and “ Emily.” 


Respectfully, &c. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 705. 
—-— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New York, January 11, 1860. 

THE barque “ Sultana” has been purchased and advertised for Havana ; will fit out 
at Havana for a slave-voyage. 

The barque “ Hungarian” has also been purchased, and is nearly ready for sea, fitted 
out by the same parties as the “ Isla de Cuba” and ‘‘ Wildfire.” 

The old barque “ Kate *incoln” has been sold to a Spaniard, and will fit out for a 
slaving voyage ; particulars as to what port she will sail from not known yet. 

The brig “‘ Thomas Dennison ”’ is also reported as having been purchased for the Slave 
Trade ; likewise a new brig (name unknown). 

Will hand in a description of the above slavers in time for the next Cunard steamer. 

Respectfully, &c. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 705. 
—— to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) New York, January 13, 1860. 

INCLOSED, please find description, &c., of three slavers alluded to in communica- 
tion of 11th instant 

The barque “‘ Hungarian,” Dickie master, cleared yesterday for Zaire and a market. 
The “ Gazetteer” gives Zaire or Congo, West Coast of Africa. In clearing for Zaire, the 
object, no doubt, was to mystify the newspapers, as some of them have declined leaving 
her destination in blank ; others have placed a doubt on the port, and another has her 
“‘ Zarza and a market.” She was cleared by J. Lockhart, in “ Lloyd’s Register ;” this name 
is reported as her former captain. Her present master succeeded in landing a cargo from 
slave-barque “ Asa Fish,” and also commanded the slave-barque ‘Syra.” 





No. 706. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 14.) 
No. 3. 
My Leva, New Sork, January 31, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, copies of sundry communications 
from my informant, reporting, among other things, the departure of certain slave-trading 
vessels for the Coast of Africa ; and furnishing interesting information in reference to the 
movenients of several other vessels. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





‘ 


190 , : UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New ork. 


Inclosure in No. 706. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, - New york, January 17, 1860. 

THE barque “ Sultana” was sold for 15,000 dollars. She still lies at Pier 54, East 
River. Has been advertised, and reported chartered for Havana. 

The barque ‘* Kate Lincoln,” Soule, cleared on 16th instant for Norfolk. Will report 
her further movements. 

The barque “ Wm. G. Lewis” is nearly ready for sea: 

The ship “ Atlantic,” barque “ Emily,” brig “Wm. R. Kibby,” brig “ Nancy,” 
brig “J. P. Hooper,” and schooner “ Hanover,” are all in port waiting ; the second and 
fifth still under the control of the United States’ Court. 

The ship “ Sunny South,” barque ‘“ Augusta Mayhew,’ barque “ Glenwood,” barque 
“J. J. Cobb,” and brig “ Triton,” were lying at Havana on the 7th instant. 

Dates from Monte Video report the ship ‘ Brookline,” Butler, as having cleared 
November 24, for ‘ 

The barque “ Zrueman,”’ Mayo, cleared at Matanzas, December 8, for New Orleans, 
had not arrived January 8. 

Nothing has been heard of the brig “ Wm. Taylor Hall,” which sailed from 
Baltimore October 1, for St. Thomas, and a market. Previous to that she was sold for 
9,000 dollars. 

The British brig ‘* Venus,” Goodspeed, arrived at New Orleans November 24, in 
cight days, from Ruatan Island, consigned to Widow J. T. Lopez, and on the 28th 
December released for Havana. British brig “ Venus,” Laverty, by Phillips & Weeks, 
“manifest not to be seen,” arrived at Havana, January 4, consigned to J. Pertusio. A 
person by the name of Laverty formerly navigated the slave-brig “ Wm. H. Stewart” 
(now Chilean brig ‘ Samar”), and lately the slave-brig ‘Wm. R. Kibby.” Weeks’ 
antecedents are too well known. Pertusio is largely engaged in the Slave Trade. 

All the above facts render the brig “ Venus,” although under the British flag, a 
very suspicious vessel. There are two vessels of this rig and name in the English 
Lloyds, but am under the impression she is an American-built craft, probably wrecked, 
purchased, and a Colonial register given to her. 

Very respectfully, &c. 





The brig “ Thomas Dennison” was reported sold on private terms (in the Shipping 
List on 14th instant), cleared yesterday for Manzanilla, Cuba. She is said to have been 
sold for the Slave Trade. Will wait upon you in a few days with description, &c. 





Dear Sir, New ork, January 20, 1860. 

DATES to 15th instant from Havana. The barque “ Augusta Mayhew” has disap- 
peared from the list of vessels in port. She was there on the 7th instant. No clearance. 

Annexed please find slip in regard to barque “ Orion.” I hope that the news of her 
condemnation has arrived out :— : 

“The sloop ‘ Constellation,’ Captain Nicholas, flag-ship of the African squadron, 
arrived at Loanda November 7, in four days from Congo river, and was saluted with 
thirteen guns from the French flag-ship. The Commanders of the English and French 
war-vessels in port paid her a visit. On account of the bad climate the men would not be 
allowed to go on shore. 

“‘ At Congo, the ‘ Constellation’ found a vessel, the ‘ Orion,’ which had been taken by 
the United States’ steamer ‘Mystic,’ as a slaver, but as there was not enough evidence 
against her, Flag Officer Inman ordered her release. A Court-martial upon one of the 
assistant engineers of the ‘San Jacinto,’ was to be held on board the ‘ Constellation,’ 
November 28. 

‘‘ At Loanda, November 30, were the steamer ‘ San Jacinto,’ Captain Armstrong, and 
store-ship ‘ Supply,’ Captain H. Walker. 

“The sloop ‘ Portsmouth,’ Commander Calhoun, sailed from Loanda, November 20, 
on a cruize down the Coast.” 

The brig ‘‘ Triton” has changed her consignees, and is now up for New Orleans. 

The sale of the brig “ Thomas Dennison,” reported in last communication has been 
denied by the same paper that reported it. 


Very respectfully, &c. 





UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New Sork. — ~591 


Dear Sir, New ork, January 23, 1860. 

THE barque “Wm. G. Lewis,” Faulkner, was cleared for Rio Congo fd 21st instant 
by one F. Ribiera. She is owned by J. Lima Viana. Most of the city papers have 
suppressed her clearance. She is numbered as 58. 

I have to report as No. 83, the Spanish slave-ship “ Casualidad,” formerly the 
‘‘ Primera de Cardenas,” and under that name arrived at Havana from Liverpool on the 
15th May last, and has been lying in port ever since. She sailed on the 9th instant, 
ostensibly for Mobile, under the command of one Castillo. She .is of 216 tons burthen ; 
no further description can be obtained. She was cleared by a slaving firm. 

Also I have to report to you as No. 84 the Spanish polacca “ Nuevo Tigre,” of 115 
tons burthen, which arrived at Havana on the 15th March last, and has been lying in port 
ever since; and from the 7th to the 14th instant she has disappeared trom list of 
—. No clearance. Consigned to a slaving concern. No other description to be 
obtained. 


Very respectfully, &e. 





Dear Sir, New ™ork, January 26, 1860. 

FROM Seaver I learn that the schooner “ Hanover” has been ready for sea for several 
days. She is still owned by Abranches, Almeida and Co. She is well known to Her 
Majesty’s cruizers. She arrived here last summer, and was reported then as to having 
landed a cargo of slaves on the Cuban Coast. Her sole cargo to this port consisted of 
some 30 casks of palm oil. 

The slave-brig “‘ Nancy” cleared yesterday for Aspinwall. 

Very respectfully, &c. 


——_-—. 


No. 85, schooner ‘“ Hanover,” A 2, 230 tons; 1 deck; 11 feet draft ; built at 


Baltimore in 1849, of oak ; copper and iron-fastened ; metalled March 1857 ; full model ; 
deck cabin. 





Dear Sir, New Sork, January 26, 1860. 

THE barque “ Sultana,” already reported as having been purchased for the Slave 
Trade, and subsequently chartered for Havana at 1,400 dollars, was taken to the foot of 
Fourth Street, East River, and there loaded, has this day cleared for River Zaire and a 
market. A man by the name of Bourne goes in her, and has cleared at the Custom-house 
by master. 

The clearance of the barque “ Wm. G. Sewis” was omitted by all the newspapers 
with the exception of the “ Evening Express.” 

A Spaniard by the name of Pernias, will probably go in the “Sultana;” a captain of 
that name has been in this city, and to whom the remittances have been made froin 
Havana for the purpose of purchasing and fitting out a vessel. 

Very respectfully, &c. 


Dear Sir, New Sork, January 28, 1860. 

THE brig “W. R. Kibby,” Burns, cleared yesterday for Porto da Lenha; it is 
published only in the Shipping List. Since her arrival from Havana she has changed her 
captain. In the Shipping List she is cleared as a schooner. This is the vessel the United 
States’ Consul at Havana refused a clearance to, for the African Coast. The real owners 
are Spaniards at the Havana, and from all information to be obtained, it is the house of 
Bustamente, Romero and Co., who are largely engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The barque “ Emily” is no longer at the Atlantic Dock ; it is very probabie that they 
have succeeded in bonding her. I will report further particulars in time for next mail. 

Very respectfully, &c. 


Dear Sir, New Sork, January 30, 1860. 
INCLOSED, please find slip from the “Journal of Commerce” of this date 

announcing the capture of the brig “‘ Tavernier” (No. 43) with 519 slaves on board. 
I have to call your attention to the movements of the slaver Botelho. After his 

capture by one of Her Majesty’s vessels, he proceeded to Europe and thence took the 


592 UNITED STATES. (Consular)—New ork. 


Spanish steamer “Almogabar” from Cadiz to Havana; arriving at the latter port he 
received funds enough to purchase and fit out another vessel; thence taking the steamer 
“Ter” on the 12th instant, he returned to Cadiz, from which port, or‘Lisbon, he will sail 
on another venture. 

In connection with the above information, I have to make known to you the suspicious 
movements of the barque “ Ivanhoe ;” the last report left her at Cadiz, and some time 
since she was reported as having been sold at Gibraltar. The further movements of 
Botelho I recommend to the care of the British Consuls at Cadiz or Lisbon. 

The Spanish slaver-captain Gomez of the barque “ Emily” has returned to this port 
in the ‘“ Quaker City.” As soon as the correspondence by the latter vessel is delivered, I 
will wait upon you with further information concerning the Slave Trade. 

Very respectfully, &c. 


oo 


Dear Sir, New Sork, January 31, 1860. 

THE last communication advised you of the capture of the slave brig ‘“ Tavernier.” 
I have now to inform you that the barque “ Emily” has gone to sea, and although she 
cleared at the Custom-house, it has been suppressed. The same man Lindsay goes in 
her, thereby forfeiting his buil, which was of no account at the time it was given and 
accepted. 

The slave brig ‘‘ Triton” was cleared from Havana, ostensibly for New Orleans, on the 
24th instant. 

The barque “ E, A. Rawlins” was reported sold on 28th instant ; she is entered on 
Tabular Statement as No. 25. Previous to her being sold she was advertised to sail for 
Havana, and freight solicited, and has since been withdrawn. 

Annexcd, please find the names of several slavers under the Spanish and Mexican 
flags, with such description as could be obtained; also the movements of the suspicious 
barque “ Ivanhoe”’ alluded to in my last communication. 


Very respectfully, &c. 





Slaver.—No. 86; barque “ Angelita,” Captain Caranores; 236 tons; under the Spanish 
flag ; cleared on the 25th January, from Savannah for St. Jago de Cuba. 

Remarks.—This vessel was seized and condemned in the winter of 1858-59, by the 
United States’ authorities at Savannah, for engaging in the Slave Trade, and has been 
lying in that port ever since. 

Slaver.—No. 87; schooner “ Relampago,” Captain Peyrani, 180 tons; under the 
Mexican flag ; cleared on 14th January, ostensibly for New Orleans. 

Remarks.—This vessel arrived from Tampico on the 24th December, 1859, under the 
name of “ Belen ;” a few days after her name was changed to that of ‘ Relampago.” She 
was cleared by same concern as “Saura,” “ Kasbec,” and “ Wm. R. Kibby.” 

Suspicious—No. 62; barque “Ivanhoe,” A 2%; 431 tons; 2 decks; 15 feet draft; 
built at Boothbay in 1859, of mixed wood; copper and iron fastened; dimensions, 
length 120 feet, width 28 feet, depth of hold 17 feet ; full model; house cabin; surveyed 
January 1859. 

Remarks —Cadiz, November 24, sailed “Ivanhoe,” Emmons, Lisbon. Gibraltar, 
November 25, arrived ‘‘ Ivanhoe.” Emmons, Cadiz, with American coal sold at Gibraltar. 
Gibraltar, November 28 (back date), “Jvanhoe,” discharging for Cadiz to load for New 
York. Gibraltar, December 15; cleared “ Ivanhoe,” Emmons, Cadiz. Cadiz, December 19, 
arrived ‘ Ivanhoe,” Emmons, Gibraltar. 





No. 707. 


se Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 5.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, New York, February 20, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, extracts from communications 
from my informant, reporting the equipment and sailing of additional slave-trading vessels. 
! transmit, at the same time, a connected tabular list of slavers reported by me, from 
Nos. 69 to 96 inclusive. - 
I lament to say that I cannot report any diminution of the number of slave-trading 
expeditions fitted out from the ports of the United States for the coast of Africa. The 
subject is beginning, however, to attract more public attention than heretofore, and the 
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respectable portion of the commercial Press is loud in the denunciation of the Traffic, and 
of the laxity in the administration of the laws for its suppression. 

I beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention to editorial articles published in recent 
numbers of the ‘ Journal of Commerce” and “ Evening Post” of this city, of which I 
inclose copies, and which will be found to corroborate observations which, in previous 
despatches, I have addressed to your Lordship on the subject of the Slave Trade as carried 
on from the ports of the United States. 

I have, &c. 
E. 


(Signed) M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 707. 





— to Consul Archibald. 


(Extract.) New York, February 7, 1860. 
THE ship “ Ellerslie,” which arrived at Matanzas on the 25th of December last from 
Philadelphia, has been sold at that port, and will fit out for a slave-voyage. She was still 
there on the 27th of January. Her description please find annexed as No. 88. 
The barque ‘ Emily,” Lindsay, was taken to the Navy Yard, and did not sail until 
the 4th instant for Porto da Lenha. Her clearance was reported only in the “Evening 
Express.” 


No. 88.—Ship “ Ellerslie,” 407 tons, no classification, 2 decks, United States’ flag, 
15 feet draft ; built at Baltimore, in 1842, of oak; copper and iron-fastened ; metalled, 
June 1857; full model, deck cabin, owned in Philadelphia, surveyed last at that port in 
May 1859. 


(Extract.) New York, February 14, 1860. 

THE ship “Iowa,” Johnson, cleared from this port, December 31, for North and 
South Atlantic Ocean. She fitted out as a whaler, and was purchased for the same 
parties who fitted out the captured slave-barque “‘ Antelope.” 

The schooner “Hanover” has not cleared yet. Has had the United States’ cutter 
lying near her for some time past. 

The barque ‘‘ Emily ” was to have been detained and brought back from Sandy Hook. 
A steamer was in waiting for her. This was her motive for going through Long Island 
Sound. 

A small brig was fitted out at one of the small ports of Long Island Sound from the 
8th to the 10th instant. It may probably be the “Ann Elizabeth,” which was sold a few 
days previously. Was in port on the 7th instant, and the “Shipping List ” of the 11th 
instant does not report her in port. No clearance. Will, in next communication, report 
further. 


No. 89.—Ship “ Jowa,” A 2, 479 tons, 2 decks, 16 feet draft ; built at Bath, Maine, 
in 1846, of mixed woods, coppered and iron-fastened; metalled in January 1855; full 
decks ; poop cabin. 

Remarks.—She was sold in the fall of 1859; fitted out ostensibly as a whaler; 
American flag. 


(Extract.) New York, February 17, 1860. 

IN one of the communications addressed to you last summer, I advised you that the 
Spanish steamer ‘‘ Marques de la Habanu” would go on a slaving expedition to the coast 
of Africa. This is now confirmed by the inclosed slip from the “‘ Journal of Commerce,” 
and adding the steamer “ Democruta.” As there is no steamer of that name in the 
published list of vessels, one of those belonging to the same concern may have had her 
name changed. 





Crass B. 4G 
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No. 708. 


No. 6) Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
o. 5. 
My Lord, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, 
copies of two communications from my 
vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I also inclose some printed slips from newspapers of this city, containing much 
interesting information on the subject of the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


i 


New Sork, February 29, 1860. 
r for your Lordship’s information, 
informant, reporting the movements of certain 


Inclosure 1 in No. 708. 
to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New “ork, February 21, 1860. 
ANNEXED please find the number and description of another vessel sold for the Slave 
Trade. 


The vessels heretofore reported as fitting out at Havana have sailed for the African 
coast. 
Very respectfully, &c. 


No. 97.—Schooner “James Rose” (sold at Matanzas), A 24, 114 tons, 1 deck, 9} feet 
draft; built at Augusta, Maine, in 1847, of mixed wood; coppered and iron-fastened ; 
metalled in 1854; fuli model; deck cabin; repairs in 1859 ; surveyed at Charleston in 
April 1859. Formerly the schooner “ Halloweil.” 

Remarks.—Was still at Matanzas on February 8. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 708. 


— 





to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New Sork, February 28, 1860. 

THE vessel alluded to as having sailed from Southold, Long Island, was of 180 tons 
burthen, and not 150 tons, as stated in Tabular Statement. She cost the parties 6,000 
dollars, and was of half-brig rig. This information was obtained from one of the parties 
interested in her equipment. The same individuals are about equipping another, and will 
sail from same.place. 

Have to state that the vessel numbered as No. 94 was not sold, but other parties are 
in treaty for her for the object indicated. 

The barque “Augusta Mahew” was reported totally lost on her voyage from Havana 
to Sagua, and was purchased for 900 dollars, taken into one of the outports, and will 
fit out again for the African coast. 

Very respectfully, &c. 


ee 


No. 709. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell. —(Received March 13.) 
(Secret.) 
My Lord, New Sork, February 29, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, herewith inclosed, an extract from 
a letter which I have received from my informant, referring to the arrangement entered 
into with him on the terms and conditions specified in your Lordship’s despatches 
of tha, 5th of August last, and to the payment made to him of the sum of 1501., and 
complaining of the absence of any infortiation as to the captures and detentions in 
respect of which he considers himself entitled to the specified remuneration, as well as 
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of delay in the residue of the payments stipulated to be made to him. He requests also 
to be informed at what date the existing arrangement with him is considered to be 
terminated. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) E, M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 709. 
——— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New Sork, February 28, 1860. 

ON the 6th of January last, in a communication addressed to you (in duplicate) by 
the writer, he communicated from the Tabular Statement furnished, the names of the 
slavers captured and condemned, and of the one detained and sent to this port. This 
information was derived from the English papers, and from the correspondent at St. Helena 
of New York “ Journal of Commerce ;” and although some of these captures were made 
as far back as July 1859, the writer has received no communication from the Foreign 
Office through you, except the demand for more information concerning the slave-barque 
“Isla de Cuba,” which was captured and released by one of Her Britannic Majesty’s 
cruizers. ‘The writer is under the impression and firm belief that other slavers, described 
in the Tabular Statement furnished, have also been captured by Her Britannic Majesty's 
cruizers, recognised under no flag or name, or under an assumed name, as these vessels 
have not been heard from since they sailed, and the Foreign Office appears to be well 
informed as to what vessels have escaped from the African Coast with slaves. 

When the writer accepted the terms offered by the Foreign Office, he was under the 
impression that he would be paid according to the contract, and to which he refers, solicit- 
ing their statement of the date when that contract terminates, and regretting exceedingly 
that he should have to call the attention of the Foreign Office to what he conceives to be 
the non-fulfilment of their part of the contract, thereby discouraging him and keeping 
him in a false position. 

The prompt manner in which you were requested by the Foreign Office to pay the 
writer the 150/. sterling led him to believe that the same course would be pursued as to 
future payments, and he therefore requests that he may be informed when the other 
payment due to him are to be made. 

Very respectfully, &c. 





No. 710. 


Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, New ork, March 5, 1860. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 4 of the 20th ultimo, reporting continued activity 
in the prosecution of the Slave Trade from the ports of the United States, 1 stated that 
the subject was beginning to attract public attention more than heretofore, and that the 
respectable portion of the public Press was loud in the denunciation of the Traffic and of 
the laxity in the administration of the laws for its suppression. I now have the honour to 
call your Lordship’s attention to the inclosed copies of communications to the ‘‘ New 
York Times,” as well as to editorials of that paper; and also to the published comments of 
other influential papers of this city, copies of which are herewith also inclosed. _ 

These publications, I trust, may be taken as evidence of an improvement in the tone 
of public sentiment in this country in regard to the defects of the laws and the insufficiency 
of the means provided for the suppression of the Traffic, no less than to the want of 
vigilance and energy in the conduct of the officials entrusted with the execution of the laws 
and Treaties. 3 

There are some suggestions in the letter of the correspondent of the “ New York 
Times,” for an amendment of the existing laws, which it would be wise to adopt: but 
much more than this is requisite. ' ; ; 

I may take the opportunity of observing, that I think there is no foundation, so far as 
the information supplied to me can be relied on, for believing that any of the slave-trading 
vessels cleared from the ports of the United States are actually owned, in whole or in part, 
by American citizens. she 
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Although cleared in the name of some nominal owner (either the captain or some man 
of straw), and regularly documented as American vessels, they are invariably sold or are 
under contract for transfer to foreigners, Portuguese or Spaniards, at whose risk the 
adventure is carried on. It is, however, in many. cases, somewhat difficult to discriminate 
between the guilt of the buyer and the seller. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
TE eee 
No. 711. 
Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell_—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 8. 
My Lord, New Sork, March 6, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a communication of this date, just received 
from my informant, reporting the clearance of the “Hanover,” for Cape Palmas and a 
market. Also transmitting an extract of a letter from Havana, in reference to the probable 
employment of steamers, in future, in the Slave Trade. Also referring to the clearance of 
the “ General Miramon” for Vera Cruz from Havana, under British colours, and under 
suspicious circumstances. 

My informant also makes reference to the continuance of his own services; and in 
that case requests that he may be paid quarterly. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





Inclosure in No. 711. 


to Consul Archibald. 





Dear Sir, New ®ork, March 6, 1860. 

I HAVE to report to you that the schooner ‘* Hanover” was cleared on the Ist 
instant, by Abranches, Almeida, and Co., per Cape Palmas and a market. This vessel 
was detained here about forty days, and closely watched by the United States’ revenue 
cutter. 

The schooner “ Gleaner,” lately reported, has been lost. 

From Cuba they write me as follows ;— 

‘“Two steamers have left Havana for the coast of Africa. I have been told a 
constructor has arrived at Havana, offering to build a steamer that will carry 800 tons of 
coal, and without a chimney-pipe, for the sum of 80,000 dollars. An expedition of 800 
slaves were landed the other day on the coast near St. Jago de Cuba. (It is supposed that 
the Captain-General will not oppose the introduction of negroes.) Thus far he keeps quite 
silent. Steamers will now be employed hereafter for that ‘I'raffic.” 

Date of letter, February 17. 

From a prominent ship-broker of this place have heard that a 1,600 ton steamer had 
left England direct for the coast of Africa for the purpose of carrying 2,400 slaves. If so, 
she no doubt left under the Spanish or some other foreign flag. 

Inclosed, please find a slip in relation to the steamers which have left Havana. It is 
my impression that they sailed for the African coast, and not the Mexican. The “General 
Miramon” cleared on the 24th ultimo for Vera Cruz, by one J. A. Portilla, largely 
interested in the Slave Trade, and under the command of one Pereira, and is reported in 
the “ Diario de la Marina de Havana” as having cleared under British colours. 

The year under which the writer was engaged having terminated on the Ist instant, as 
you verbally informed him last evening, and your request for him to continue until further 
orders under the same conditions, furnishing the Foreign Office with information as 
heretofore, he begs to state that he should prefer to be paid quarterly whatever sums are 
to his credit, or if no captures or condemnations or detentions have taken place, then that 
proportion of the annual sum which is guaranteed to him to be paid to him quarterly. 
The writer calls your attention to this condition, and begs you will submit it to the Foreign 
Office in order that he may learn by return mail if accepted. 

Very respectfully, &c. 
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No. 712. 


fie 08 Consul Archibald to Lord J. Russell.—( Received March 27.) 
0. J. 
My Lord, New Sork, March 13, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith inclosed copy of a communication from my 
informant of the date of the 7th instant, reporting the slaver barque “‘ White Cloud,” which 
vessel is still at this port, and is now the subject of a litigation in which Captain Pelletier, 
of the “ Ardennes,” figures. That she was purchased for a slaver, and will yet proceed to 
the coast of Africa on a slave-trading expedition, there is little doubt. 

My informant also reports the clearance of the “ Triton” from New Orleans for 
Cienfuegos, the change of name of the “Sunny South,” and the movements of the 
“« Wanderer” and ‘* Trueman.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 


P.S.—Since writing the foregoing, I have received a communication from my 
informant, of which I inclose a copy, reporting the clearance from Havana of the ‘“ Sunny 
South,” alias ‘“‘ Manuela,” for Hong Kong. 





Inclosure | in No. 712. . 
——— to Consul Archibald. 


Dear Sir, New Sork, March 7, 1860. 

I HAVE to report to you the slave barque ‘ White Cloud,” description annexed. 
This vessel was purchased by a Captain Ackerman and one Jones for 5,000 dollars ; 
resold by them to Captain Pelletier, of barque “ Ardennes” notoriety, who, on handing in 
bill of sale, finds that the Custom-house has given, or placed the register, in the name of 
another party, who claims to be the owner by a bill of sale from Ackerman and Jones. 
Pelletier has since informed the Collector that the ‘‘ White Cloud” is bound on an illegal 
voyage ; but the Collector refuses to interfere. She has been ready for sea for some time, 
and when first purchased was advertised for Havana. 

The brig ‘ Triton,” reported as No. 37 in Tabular Statement, cleared, at last, from 
New Orleans on Ist instant for Cienfuegos. Annexed please find manifest of her cargo :— 

«*Twelve barrels pork, 20 barrels beef, 48 barrels rice, 10 barrels potatoes, 4 barrels 
onions, 22 barrels beans, 121 barrels bread, 3 barrels flour, 1 barrel hams, 8 kegs lard, 
1 keg butter, 6 bales tobacco, 3,000 feet lumber, 11 packages merchandize.” 

The ship “ Sunny South” (No. 65) has had her name changed to ‘‘ Manuela,” and is 
now under the Chilian flag, commanded by one Rodriguez; was still at Havana, 
February 25th. 

The schooner (yacht) “ Wanderer” (No. 24) was bonded in the sum of 5,000 dollars 
by her owner (Lamar, of Savannah), and was cleared on the 5th instant for Baltimore, and 
reported by telegraph as having sailed for Havana. (Most probably Savannah is meant.) 

The barque ‘ Trueman,” reported in the Suspicious List as No. 49, has never been 
heard of. Most probably to be found on the coast of Africa. She cleared December 7th 
from Matanzas for New Orleans, 

The same thing occurs with the brig “ William Taylor Hall,” No. 26, which sailed 
from Baltimore on Ist October last for St. Thomas and a market. 

Inclosed please find slips relative to the Slave Trade. 

Very respectfully, &c. 





No. 98.—‘* White Cloud,” barque-rigged, A 2; 285 tons; one deck ; 12 feet draft ; 
built of oak and haccamatac at Bristol, Maine, in 1849; metalled May 1856; copper and 
iron-fastened; dimensions, length 105 feet, width 25 feet, depth of hold 11 feet; full 
model ; deck cabin ; repaired in 1855: surveyed last, New York, March 1859. 


Extract from American Newspaper, dated March 12, 1860. 


‘* Alleged Conspiracy to defraud.—Antonio Pelletier, a Cuban, appeared before Justice 
Osborne a day or two since, and preferred a charge of conspiracy to defraud against 
S. H. Ackerman, Wm. Jones, and José Perrians. He alleges that on the Ist of February 
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he purchased of Ackerman, as broker, the barque ‘ White Cloud,’ and paid 5,500 dollars 
for the vessel, and 150 dollars as brokerage. While fitting the barque for sea, Pelletier 
seems to have incurred some liabilities, and concluded to transfer his title to Jones, taking 
from him a power of attorney authorizing him to dispose of the vessel as he should see fit. 
In the meantime Jones, as alleged, sold the barque to Albert B. Millbridge, with the 
design of defrauding Pelletier. For this act Pelletier asked for the arrest of Jones as the 
principal, and Millbridge and Perrians as accessories. A warrant was issued, and officer 
McCord arrested Jones, and he was held to await examination,” 
Manifest of ‘‘ Hanover,” cleared March Ist for Cape Palmas and a market :— 

















Quantity. Value. 

F dollars. 
Rum . é aw .. hogsheads 50 2,198 
Empty barrels .. a - sis 103 506 
Lumber ‘cn S55 ea feet, 21,976 492 
Boat .. oe er es ee 1 177 
Glass beads ws a .. hogsheads 25 1,446 
Miscellaneous .. “is ee i ee 22 
Total ay te we or 4,841 





Inclosure 2 in No. 712. 


to Consul Archibald. 





Dear Sir, New ™ork, March 13, 1860. 

THE “ Moses Taylor,” from Havana, with dates to 8th instant, reports the Chilian 
ship “ Manuela” (formerly the “ Sunny South”) as having cleared for Hong Kong on the 
5th of March; no doubt but what she will load on the East Coast of Africa. 

The barque “ White Cloud” is still in port. 

The propeller “ City of Norfolk”’ (600 tons) is reported as having been sold and is 
now loading for Havana. Will report further in next communication. 

Very respectfully, &c. 








No. 713. 


Lord Wodehouse to Consul Archibald. 

(Separate and Secret.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 29, 1860. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the 29th ultimo I am directed by Lord John 

Russell to authorize you to pay to your informant on Slave Trade matters the sum 
of 2501. 

You will reimburse yourself by drawing a bill at thirty days’ sight on Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and you will advise his Lordship of your 
having done so. 

It will not be necessary that you should insert the amount of this bill or otherwise 
record the fact of your having drawn it, in your annual account current with the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 713.* 


Lord Wodehouse to Consul Archibald. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 29, 1860. 
WITH reference to my despatch Separate and Secret of this day’s date authorizing 
you to.pay your informant on Slave Trade matters the sum of 250/., I am directed by 
Lord John Russell to desire that you will explain to him that this payment will complete 
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the sum of 400/., the amount of remuneration which you were authorized by my despatch 
of the 5th of August last to guarantee to your informant for his services for one year. 

It may ultimately result, however, that your informant is entitled, under the terms 
of his contract, to a larger sum than you have hitherto been authorized to pay to him: 
but this will depend upon the reports which have yet to be received from the Commanders 
of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the African Coast. 

A list of the vessels captured by Her Majesty’s ships since your informant’s contract 
came into operation is herewith annexed; but, up to the present time, none of the 
Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers who have taken prizes have reported that the 
captures were made in consequence of information furnished from this Department. 

Lord John Russell has, however, requested the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
to call upon the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the African Station to report 
whether the information which has been, from time to time, supplied to them from this 
Department, has been in any way instrumental to the capture of the prizes taken either by 
them or by the Commanders of the United States’ cruizers; and as soon as these reports 
have been received, his Lordship will then be enabled, definitively, to settle the amount of 
remuneration to which your informant may be entitled. 

I am, at the same time, to authorize you to continue the services of your informant 
for another year, on the same terms as the preceding, and you will pay him quarterly, as 
he suggests, the amount of remuneration assigned to him, namely, 100/. a-quarter, 
commencing from the Ist of March next. 

You will reimburse yourself in the same manner as you are authorized by my other 
despatch of this date, Separate and Secret, in regard to the payment you are thereby 
directed to make to your informant, namely, by drawing bills, at thirty days’ sight, on 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, advising him at the time of 
drawing of your having done so. 

Lam, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 


UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Savannah. 





No. 714. 


fn. 93 Acting Consul Taylor to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 24.) 
Be 7. 
My Lord, Savannah, May 6, 1859. 

l HAVE the honour to transmit herewith two paragraphs from a newspaper, showing 
that the trial of the yacht ‘“‘ Wanderer,” for being implicated in the Slave Trade, is post- 
poned until the next Term of the Court in November proximo. 

In reference to my despatch of the 15th of January, I have the honour to inform you 
that the case of the barque ‘“ Angelita” was dismissed, and the vessel delivered to her 
owners. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES H. TAYLOR. 


Inclosure in No. 714. 


Newspaper Extract. 





No. 715. 


No. 7.) Consul Molyneux to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 7. 
My Lord, Savannah, November 28, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship newspaper slips containing a report 
in detail of the trial, at the present term of the United States’ Circuit Court, of Nicholas 
A. Brown, Juan Rajesta, and Miguel Arguirer, three seamen belonging to the yacht 
“* Wanderer,” against whom bills of indictment were found at the January term for being 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The trial lasted several days; and after an able charge from Judge Wayne, the jury, 
having deliberated nearly twenty-four hours, rendered a ven of Not Guilty. 

I have, Xe. 
(Signed) E. MOLYNEUX. 





Inclosure in No. 715. 


Newspaper Extracts. 





No. 716. 
Consul Molyneux to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 20.) 


No. 8. 
Mty es, Savannah, November 30, 1859. 

I HAVE to report to your Lordship that Nicholas A. Brown, one of the crew of the 
yacht ‘* Wanderer,” has been tried, on a second indictment, for bringing Africans into the 
Jurisdiction of the United States, and holding them as slaves; but, pending the delibe- 
ration of the jury, the Foreman being taken ill, by consent of Counsel the jury were 
discharged, Judge Wayne announcing the case a mistrial.’ 
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It is rumoured that the jury stood eight for acquittal, and four for conviction. 
The prisoner Brown is still in custody, there being a third indictment against him. 
In the second indictment preferred against the other two seamen of the “ Wanderer,” 


Juan Rajesta and Miguel Arguirer, the Grand Jury found “No Bill,” and they have been 
discharged. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. MOLYNEUX. 
No. 717. 
Consul Molyneux to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Savannah, December 2, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the charge of Mr. Justice Wayne at the 
present Term of the United States’ Circuit Court, which has_ been published, in pamphlet 
form, at the request of the Grand Jury. The charge is deemed of greater importance than 
such communications usually are, from the general expectation that the parties connected 
with the slaver ‘‘ Wanderer” would have been brought to i at the present Term. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) E. MOLYNEUX. 


Cuass B. | 4H 


( 602 ) 


UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Mobile. 





Nao. 718. 


—_ Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Mobile, March 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose in duplicate an cxtract from the “Mobile Daily 
Tribune” of this date, stating that the American barque “ E. A. Rawlins” has been 
seized at Apalachicola, in Florida, by Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-ship “ Vixen,” on 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have already requested the Acting Vice-Consul at Pensacola to transmit to me, 
without loss of time, any particular connected with this case which he may reap at 
Pensacola. 

So soon as I obtain further information on this head, I will not fail to communicate it 
to your Lordship. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES TULIN. 





Inclosure in No. 718. 


Extract from the ‘* Mobile Daily Tribune.” 





No. 719. 


Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury,—( Received April 19.) 
(No. 4. 
My ont Mobile, March 27, 1859. 

ON the 23rd instant I had the honour to inclose in duplicate an extract taken from 
the ‘ Mobile Daily Tribune” of that day’s date, in which it was stated that the American 
barque ‘* £. A. Rawlins” had been seized at Apalachicola, in the State of Florida, by 
Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “Vixen,” on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade. 

With an anxious desire of keeping your Lordship promptly apprised of this and all 
other events, I transmitted the information the same day as I heard of it, and as it had 
been made known to me; but wishing to report more fully on this subject, the next day 
(the 24th) I addressed a despatch to Mr. Judah, the Acting British Vice-C onsul at Pensa- 
cola, and another to Mr. Pinkney, the Acting British Vice-Consul at Key West, in Florida, 
requesting both these gentlemen to furnish me by return of post with whatever informa- 
tion they could reap on the subject ; and this morning I received, in answer, a letter from 
Mr. Judah, at Pensacola, informing me that the ship “ E. A. Rawlins” had been seized by 
the “ Vixen,” which was not a British man-of-war, as incorrectly stated by the Mobile 
newspapers, but an United States’ surveying steamer, Lieutenant J. K. Duer com- 
manding. 

I fone now the honour to inclose herein, in duplicate, copy of an extract which 
Mr. Judah has forwarded tv me, by which your Lordship will learn, in a detailed manner, 
all the particulars connected with this case. : 

Should Mr. Pinkney favour me with further information on this head, I shall not fail 
to transmit it to your Lordship the same day as I receive it, as I have done in this case, 


~ 
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forwarding my despatch again through Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation at Washington, 
for his Excellency’s information. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed CHARLES TULIN. 





Inclosure in No. 719. 


Extract from the “ Pensacola Observer” of March 24, 1859. 





No. 720. 


Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Mobile, March 29, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 3 and 4 of the 23rd and 27th instant, I have 
the honour to inclose herein, in duplicate, for your Lordship’s information, an extract from 
the ‘‘ Mobile Daily Tribune,” wherein it is stated that the “ E. A. Rawlins” cleared from 
Savannah on the 25th of December last, with a cargo of rice for Havana, and consequently 
has not had time for a trip to Africa and back. 

1 have likewise the honour to inform your Lordship that several wild African negroes, 
about twenty in number, have been working in the town of Mobile; and their utter igno- 
rance of any other language than their own evidently shows that they have very recently 
been imported. 

The fact of their being fresh-caught men is incontestable. 

Inclosures Nos. 3 and 4 are a duplicate extract from the “Mobile Daily Tribune,” 
taken from the Jackson newspaper of the 22nd instant. 

Inclosures Nos. 5 and 6 will again show your Lordship that some Africans imported 
by the “‘ Wanderer” have been released. 

Inclosures Nos. 7 and 8 will afford your Lordship an idea of the degree of excitement 
that exists of late among the inhabitants of the Southern States on the subject of the 
Slave Trade; and by what I am able to see and hear, it would appear as if it were 
resulting from the particulars connected with the desire of the United States’ Government 
to purchase Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES TULIN. 





Inclosure in No. 720. 


Extracts from the ‘‘ Mobile Daily Tribune.” 





No. 721. 


Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received April 25.) 
(No. 6. 
My Loot Mobile, March 31, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a Bill repealing in part the law 
providing for the incarceration of free negro sailors while their vessels are in port, has 
been introduced in the House of Representatives in Washington by Mr. Mallony, United 
States’ Senator for Florida. ; ; ; 

I received copy of the said Bill this morning from Mr. Pinkney, Acting British Vice- 
Consul at Key West, and I have now the honour to transmit copy, in duplicate, for your 
Lordship’s information. ; _ ie 

I may now take occasion to mention that a similar Law exists in the, States of 
Alabama, on the condition that the consignee of the vessel carrying such coloured sailors 
give a bond as a guarantee against their entering the State. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES TULIN. 
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Inclosure in No. 721. 
An Act to remove, in part, Obstruction to Commerce at the Port of Key West. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That from and after the passage of this 
Act, all vessels arriving in the port of Key West, with free negroes, the same may remain 
on board of such vessel, or on the wharf at which said vessel is lying, without being 
arrested and confined in jail: Provided, that if any such free negro or mulatto shall be 
found beyond the wharf to which said vessel may be lying, the said free negro or mulatto 
shall be subject to all pains and penalties as is now prescribed by law. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the master of every such vessel shall be held 
liable for all fines and costs which may-be assessed against any such free negro or mulatto 
on board of such vessel, 

(Passed the House of Representatives, December 23, 1858. Passed the Senate, 
December 23, 1858. Approved, January 5, 1859.) 


State of Florida. 
I hereby certify the foregoing Act to be a true and correct copy of the original 
Act on file in the office of the Secretary of State. 
Witness my hand and the Great Seal of State of Florida. Done at the capital in 
Tallahassee this 17th day of January, a.p. 1859. 





(Signed) F. L. VILLIPIQUE, Secretary of State. 
No. 722. 
' Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 16.) 
(No. 7 
My Lord, Mobile, April 21, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that having heard say, at Mobile, that 
one or more vessels connected with the Slave Trade had been wrecked off the Coast of 
Florida, I addressed a despatch on the 25th ultimo to Mr. Pinkney, the Acting British 
Vice-Consul at Key West, instructing him to inform me, by return of post, of all the 
particulars he could reap on that subject ; and I have now the honour of inclosing herein, 
for your Lordship’s information, copy of Mr. Pinkney’s reply on the subject, by which 
your Lordship will be able to learn that a brig of 210 tons burthen, supposed to be the 
“« Tyrant,” was found to be ashore near Key West, and that the crew thereof were arrested 
and brought before the United States’ Commissioners, and afterwards released, with the 
exception of the master, who will be tried on the Ist of May next. 

| have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES TULIN. 





Inclosure in No. 722. 
Acting Vice-Consul Pinkney to Consul Tulin. 


Sir, Key West, April 7, 1859. 

I AM in receipt of your despatch of the 25th March, calling for information about 
one or more slavers wrecked on our coast. 

A brig, supposed to be the ‘‘ Tyrant,” of 210 tons burthen, was found ashore about 
ten miles from this place by a wrecking vessel, and the crew were taken off and brought 
to this port, where they were arrested and brought before the United States’ Commissioner ; 
the crew were all released, but a man supposed to be the master was committed for trial 
upon the charge of having been engaged in the Slave ‘I'rade, and will be tried on the Ist of 

ay next. From appearances I should judge that this vessel had landed a cargo of slaves 
a few days previous to being run ashore upon the Florida Reef. The ship had no anchors 
and chain, which shows that the vessel must have left in haste ; report says that the vessel 
shipped her chains on the coast of Africa, having been chased by a British steamer. The 
brig was got off by the wreckers, and seized by a revenue officer, and has been forfeited to 
the United States for being engaged in the Slave Trade, and will be sold on the 18th of 
this month by the United States’ Marshal. The negroes were landed in Cuba. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) W. PINKNEY. 
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—e Consul Tulin to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 29.) 
(No. 8. 
My Lord, Mobile, August 8, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that 600 negroes have been landed 
on the coast of Florida near a place called Smyrna. 

This cargo was shipped at sea from another vessel which has again returned to Africa 
for a fresh importation : but 1 am told that the vessel which received the negroes at sea 
has been completely wrecked and abandoned. 

It appears to me that very little exertion is used by the Federal authorities to 
stop the importation of slaves into the Southern States of this country, since of late 
there have been so many landed apparently without any impediment, and genuine 
African slaves, speaking no other language but their own, have been seen and even 
sold in this town. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES TULIN. 
i 
No. 724. 
Consul Tulin to Lord J. Russell.—(keceived December 26.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Mobile, December 6, 1859. 


T HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, on the 20th ultimo, the United 
States’ steamer “ Mohawk,” Lieutenant T, Augustus Craven commanding, arrived in the 
harbour of Key West, in Florida, having in tow the American brig “‘ Cygnet,” of New York, 
captured, on the 18th instant, about twelve miles from the entrance of Sagua la Grande, 
Cuba. She had landed a cargo of slaves about twelve hours previously. The slave-deck 
had been removed, but the evidences of one were still there. She had on board 5,000 
gallons of water, a large quantity of beans, fish, and other articles. 

The vessel was partially stripped, the water hot in the coppers, and the breakfast-table 
set, but no one was found on board. 

From memoranda found, she had landed about 250 slaves, and was commanded by 
one Gunderson. She was lying within a mile of the Key, and inside of the reef. A prize- 
crew was put on board, and the vessel towed into the port of Key West. 

The “ Cygnet,” is reported to be a fine brig of upwards of 200 tons, was built in Calis, 
Maine, in 1856, coppered in Baltimore in 1858, and has a new suit of sails and a good 
outfit. 

The case will be tried at the January term of the United States’ District Court at that 

lace. 
’ The “ Mohawk ” afterwards left Key West for Cuba. 

I am indebted to the zeal of Mr. Vice-Consul Welch, of Key West, for this important 
news. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES TULIN. 
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No. 725. 


— Consul Lousada to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 10.) 
0. 3.) 
My Lord, Boston, April 22, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, this day, a youth about 
19 years of age, a black, presented himself at the Consulate, and claimed protection and 
assistance under the following circumstances : — 

He states his name to be Stephen Beckley; that he is the son of William Beckley, a 
printer in Sierra Leone, as he believed, employed and working in the same house “ where 
the Secretary lives ;” that, in 1855, his father entrusted him, for the purpose of learning 
navigation, to the captain of the steamer “Jane,” sailing under French colours; that the 
“Jane,” instead of prosecuting the voyage for which she had cleared, shaped her course for 
the Kroo country, touching previously at Cape Monrovia; and that on the Kroo coast she 
took in, in the month of October, a large cargo of slaves, and landed them at Cayenne, in 
French Guiana ; that he was then and there sold to a Mr. Bozanis, with 41 others, and 
sent, with them, up the country “a little way,” to a plantation called “St. Pierre ;” that, 
during three years, he was forced to work at making sugar, and underwent a great deal of 
bad treatment and beating, till at length, one Saturday in this March, he availed himself 
of a small canoe, and paddled himself down the river to the sea, and climbed up into an 
American vessel ready to sail, in which he stowed himself away for four days; that the 
sailors were cognizant of the fact, and fed him on scraps of biscuit from their own portions. 
On the fourth day he delivered himself up to the captain, who set him to work with the 
rest, and treated him fairly. That this vessel was called the “ Eliza Burgess,” belongs 
to Mr. Fabens, of Salem (a port in my district), was commanded by Captain Upton, first 
mate Mr. Lee, arrived at Salem yesterday, after forty-two days’ passage, when the crew 
gave the lad half-a-dollar to pay his rail, and recommended him to come to the British 
Consulate at Boston. 


I verified the particulars he gave me about the vessel, and found his statement so far 
correct. 

He seems an intelligent young man, and, considering the difficulty all parties might 
be placed in if the cry of “ fugitive slave” were raised ; that no stop would be made to 
inquire “from whence the fugitive?” also, that the Sailors’ Home refuses to receive 
coloured people, I have provisionally taken him into my own house until I can procure 
him some employment, or arrange to send him back to Sierra Leone. 

He had no clothes but an old suit given him by the sailors, and I have provided for 
his immediate necessity, which will, I trust, meet with your Lordship’s approbation. 

Probably his father, if living. might be glad to hear of his son’s safety, and his restora- 
tion, under Providence, to liberty. 

He wishes to stop in this country “till he has earned some money,” if it would not 
prejudice his claims to be sent back to Africa. 

I respectfully beg your Lordship’s directions on the subject, and have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS LOUSADA. 
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“— ’ Consul Lousada to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 10.) 
(No. 4. 
My Lord, “‘ Boston,” April 23, 1859. 

IN reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 22nd instant, I have the honour to add 
some further details which I have since elicited respecting the strange treatment of the 
coloured man, Stephen Beckley. 

He states that he left Sierra Leone with the consent of his parents, his father giving 
for him a sum of money to the captain, for three years’ apprenticeship in navigation, his 
mother putting him up a well-filled chest of clothes. 

The captain—whose name he does not know, but they addressed him as “ Chevalier” 
—took him on board ;as far as I can gather from his notion of dates, which, with the 
blacks, is always very vague) about the 10th October, 1855. The vessel was a screw- 
steamer, the ‘‘ Jeanne,” not the “ Jane,” under French colours, and, after being two days 
out, was boarded by an officer of Her Britannic Majesty's steam-vessel ‘‘ Teazer,” who 
particularly inquired as to the said Stephen being ‘‘ a free man,” on which point the captain 
satisfied him. 

This is a detail which might, by the ‘‘ Teazer’s”’ log, furnish a clue to the Chevalier's 
real name. 

After which the “Jeanne” made for the Kroo Coast, and took in her cargo of 
slaves, and went direct to Cayenne; he, Stephen, and forty-one others, as before stated, 
being sold to Mr. Bozanis. 

Once he obtained paper and pencil and wrote to Sierra Leone to his parents, and ran 
off the plantation to the town, in hopes of putting his letter in the Post: but at the Post 
Office he was stopped, seized, and the letter and himself sent back to Mr. Bozanis, whcre 
he was cruelly beaten. 

He again, subsequently, got into the town and went to what he calls the ‘‘ Govern- 
ment,” and complained that he was a British subject, and that they had no right to make a 
slave of him, or so to beat him. His master was sent for and told that he, Stephen, was a 
British subject, and that he must not be beaten. But, nevertheless, he was handed over 
again to Mr. Bozanis, who, when he got him into the street, told Stephen he would kill 
him when he got him to the plantation. Whereupon he was so frightened that he ran 
right back to the ‘“ Government,” who instantly had Mr. Bozanis brought again before 
them, and threatened him with a heavy punishment if he beat the boy again, or disobeyed 
their orders. 

Bozanis did not chastise the boy again, but revenged himself by making him work 
double time—from 6 in the morning, or earlier, till 11 at night. 

At length his despair prompted him to take the canoe and escape, as related in my 
former despatch. He states that five others, British subjects, also had previously, in 
1857, attempted to escape, and that their canoe had been fired into by the French cutter, 
four killed, and one was retaken. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS LOUSADA. 
No. 727. 
Consul Lousada to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 10.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Boston, April 26, 1859. 


IN reference to my former despatches Nos. 3 and 4, Stephen Beckley further informs 
me that there are several British subjects in captivity in Guiana. 

Three from Sierra Leone, within his own particular knowledge, viz. :— 

1. Isaac Williams ; 

2. John Fishers, in the Government Plantations ; 

3. James Macaulay, on Mr. Bozanis’ Plantation. Perhaps steps may be taken to 
obtain their liberation. : 

Some details he gave me respecting the manner he was sold, leave no doubt in my 
mind that although slavery does not exist nominally in Cayenne, yet that it does so in 
reality, as much so as in Cuba, and perhaps in a worse form, for the slaves in Cayenne are 
all worked “ till death” in the plantations there; whereas in Cuba a large body of them 
are domestic slaves who are only occasionally ill-treated. 
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I would respectfully submit to your Lordship whether some compensation might not 
he claimed, through the French Government, from Mr. Bozanis for one Beckley, in 
consideration of his deprivation of liberty, and the suffering he has been made to endure. 





have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS LOUSADA. 
No, 728. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Lousada. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1859. 


I HAVE received your despatches Nos. 3, 4, and 5, of the 23rd, 24th, and 26th 
ultimo, reporting the particulars connected with an application mede to you for protection 
by a lad of colour named Stephen Beckley, who represents himself to be a native of 
Sierra Leone, and to have escaped from French Guiana, where he had been sold into 
servitude by the master of the French steamer “Jeanne,” to whom he had been appren- 
ticed by his parents, with the view of his being taught navigation. 

I approve your having provided for the temporary relief of this lad, and I have to 
eae that you will seud Beckley to England, in order that he may be forwarded to Sierra 

one. 

If, however, a good opportunity should offer for sending him to Sierra Leone from 
the United States, you may avail yourself of it, and send him direct to that Colony. But 
if you adopt this course, it will be necessary that, before his departure, his sworn deposi- 
tions should be taken as to the truth of his statements, with the view to a representation 
being made to the French Government in his behalf, if the result of the inquiries which 
will be instituted should justify such a course of proceeding. 





lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No. 729. 
Consul Lousada to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 27.) 
No. 6 
vr La, Boston, June 11, 1859. 


I HAVE, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions contained in despatch No. 3 of 
the 24th ultimo, forwarded by this steamer, the “ America,” the coloured lad Stephen 
Beckley, subject of my despatches of the 23rd, 24th, and 26th of April. 

I find him to be'a sober, steady, and excellent youth, altogether the best black I have 
ever met with. He neither smokes nor drinks, and has a strong religious disposition. I 
think bim quite worthy of any interest that may be shown him. 

I have addressed him to the care of the Shipping Master at Liverpool, to whom 
instructions can be sent as to his ultimate disposal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS LOUSADA. 





No. 730. 


Consul Lousada to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 5.) 
(No. 7. 
My Leva, Boston, July 22, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour of forwarding, in duplicate, an account of the seizure of the ship 
“ Atlantic,” as a suspected slaver, at New Bedford, a bot eee this Consulate. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS LOUSADA. 
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Inclosure in No. 730. 
Extract from the “ New Bedford Standard” of July 21, 1860. 


THE ship ‘ Atlantic,” which has been fitting at New Bedford since her arrival here 
on the 30th of June, for a pretended whaling voyage, but which has been suspected of not 
being exactly in that line of business, was this morning taken in charge by United States’ 
officers, upon information lodged in the United States’ District Court in Boston, by parties 
residing in New York. The process was placed in the hands of Deputy Marshal Freeman, 
Junior, who has the matter in charge. 

The “ Atlantic,” which has been in the stream for several days finishing loading and 
taking in water, cleared yesterday for the Indian Ocean, was towed to the lower harbour 
yesterday afternoon, and was to proceed to sea this morning, having waited, as it has been 
said, for some passengers who were bound to Fayal, where the ship was to touch. Her 
officers and crew were all on board. But this morning an officer was placed on board from 
the United States’ revenue cutter “‘ Campbell,” which came round from Newport, she 
having been in this vicinity for several days. 

The “ Atlantic” is a ship of 699 tons; was built in 1836; and is owned by her 
Commander, Captain Francis J. Silva, a Portuguese, but a naturalized citizen of the United 
States, having purchased her of Captain J. S.C. Maciel, master and owner of the ship 
‘‘ Comoro,” brought to this port from Boston, and now fitting for a whaling voyage. ‘The 
* Atlantic’ was formerly a whaler from New London, but has lately been engaged in 
the merchant service out of New York. Captain Silva was formerly master of ship 
‘** Governor Troup ”’ of this port. 

We understand that parties have been on the look-out for the past ten days, and ia 
constant communication with the authorities elsewhere ; and that the seizure is made not 
wholly on account of the manner of outfit, &c., but upon circumstances not known to the 
public. 

There are many rumours in circulation about the streets in relation to the matter, but 
we do not think best to give them publicity, as the affair will undergo a legal investiga- 
tion. 

The ship is of a larger burthen than vessels generally employed in the whaling service, 
and cleared with but twenty-three men, while she was supplied with seven whale-boats— 
the deficiency in men, however, could be supplied from the Western Islands. She has no 
first officer, which might be also supplied in the same way. The second officer, we are 
told, was shipped with the understanding that he was to be the third when at sea. There 
are but three try-pots on board, and one of these is cracked. 

She is not coppered in the usual manner of whalers, being coppered on the skin, 
whereas they are coppered on a sheathing; and, besides, she is only coppered low down, 
and as she now lies, the metal is two feet under water. ‘This also may have been done as 
a matter of economy. 

The lower hold is said to be stowed with casks full of fresh water, whereas whalers 
generally fill the casks in the lower hold with salt water. 

The “Atlantic” has on board 1,200 bushels of corn to be disposed of at Fayal, and 
provisions shipped by Portuguese to their friends residing at the islands, and a very large 
mail for whalers expected to touch at the islands. She had nineteen Portuguese passengers 
engaged. 

‘ The affair has created a great excitement in this city to-day, The wharves have been 
visited by large numbers inquiring for particulars in relation to the matter, and the subject 
is one of general conversation throughout the city. 


P.S.—Our reporter has just returned from a visit to the ship and the cutter, which 
now lie in the stream. He gleaned the following additional intelligence :—Information 
concerning both the “ Atlantic” and ‘‘ Comoro” has been in the possession of Marshal 
Rynders, of the Southern District of New York. He was informed that the sum of 
20,000 dollars had been sent from a house in Havana to the house of Amedes. Ambreges, 
and Co., of Pearl-street, New York, for the purchase of two ships for the Slave Trade. 

Marshal Rynders dispatched Deputy Marshal Lorenzo de Angelis, who discovered the 
purchase of the ships ‘“ Atlantic” and “Comoro,” and has been watching their outfit. 
Amedes has been in New Bedtord, it is presumed, as he was on board the Fall River 
boat on Saturday night. Mr. Angelis joined the cutter “ Campbell” on Tuesday night. 
and set sail to intercept the vessels. 

Had the cutter been fully manned, she was to have taken the “ Atlantic,” and then 
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lay off for the “Comoro,” but as it was, they were obliged to take the “ Atlantic” this 
morning, and Lieutenant R. H. Travers was put in charge of her. 

The “ Atlantic” will have to be discharged, in order to search her, and this will be 
done at once. 
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